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TRAVELS 

O  F  THE 

JE  S  U  IT  S, 

INTO  4 

K 

Various  Parts  of  the  WORLD: 

Compiled  from  their  LETTERS. 

Now  firft  attempted  in  ENGLISH. 

V  :  ;  ,  . 

Infermix’d  with  an 

ACCOUNT  of  theM-ANNERS,  Government, 
Religion,  &c,  "of  the  feveral  Nations  vifited 
by  thofe  Fathers  : 

« 

WITH 

EXTRACTS  From  other  Travellers^  and  mif- 

eellaneous  NOTES. 


By  Mr.,  L  O  C  K  M  A  N. 

llluftrated  with  Maps  and  Sculptures. 

VOL.  I. 


L  O  N  DO  N  : 

Printed  for  John  Noon,  at  the  White  Hart  near 
Mercer’s  Chapel,  Cheapfide. 
MDCCXLIII. 


TO  THE 


tr 

Right  Honourable 

i,  f  i 

JR  T HU R  O  NS L  OW,  Efq; 

SPEAKER  of  the 

House  of  COMMONS. 

i  .  ’ 

SIR, 

DO  myfelf  the  Honour  to 
wait  upon  You  with  the 
Voyages  and  Travels  of 
the  Jefuits  :  A  Body  of 
Men  whole  literary  Produddons  will 
be  as  acceptable  to  You,  as  the  Tenets 
and  Praddces  alcribed  to  them  muft  be 
diftafteful. 

The 


11 


:v, 

# 


The  true  Intereft  of 
could  not  have  been  better  conful- 
ted  than  by  the  prelent  Addrefs  ;  as 
your  Name  will  be  a  great  Orna¬ 
ment  to  it,  and  the  beft  Means  of 
reconciling  Me  to  thofe  Fathers,  for 
the  Freedom  I  have  taken,  to  intro¬ 
duce  à  confiderable  Number  of  Paf- 
fages  from  the  moft  celebrated  of 
their  Antagonifts  •  fince  the  Jefuits 
cannot  fail,  Sir,  of  finding  an  equi¬ 
table  Judge  in  You  (and  certainly 
Juftice  is  due  to  all  Men)  who,  by 
your  Impartiality  and  Learning, ‘  are 
well  qualified  for  fo  important  an 
Office.  For  tho’  their  Profeffion  may 
oblige  them  to  obferve  a  certain  De¬ 
corum  outwardly  ;  yet  their  good 
benfe,  and  their  profound  Knowledge 
of  Men  and  Things,  muft  fpe® Æ 
i  hem  that  there  are  excellent  Cha- 
raders,  even  among  the  Strongeft  of 
their  Opponents.  - 

The 


The  Picture,  Sir,  which  an  ho¬ 
nourable  and  moft  obliging  Friend 
of  Mine  was  plealed  to  draw  of  You  : 
The  amiable  Particulars  he  told  Me 
concerning  your  intimate  Acquain¬ 
tance  with  Literature  and  the  Sciences , 
and  the  Regard  you  have  ever  fhewn 
to  Them,  and  to  their  Profeflors, 
made  me  proud  of  acquielcing  inftant- 
ly  with  the  Defire  He  had,  that  I 
fhould  grace  the  following  Sheets  with 
your  Name. 

v  •  w.  ,  fct-  y  J  - .  °  .!■' 

■  L-  1  '  'if.  >1  %  M  k  i:  -i-XSSt  “  C'J,  v.-r  -  ''  r.  Ï-.  -t 

Thole  who  are  converlant  with. 
Books,  -  know  that  the  wifeft  Legi- 
llatorSj ,  antient  and  modern,  always 
made  the  Arts  and  Sciences  their  pe¬ 
culiar  Care  :  from  a  firm  Perluafion  that 
the  cherilhing  of  Them  is  not  only 


being  an  univerfally  received  Maxim, 


highly  honourable  to  the  Patrons 
and  to  their  Country,  but  produÔiv< 
of  the  moft  folid  Advantages  to  it  :  I 


iv  DEDICATION. 

that  as  the  Arts  and  Sciences  are  cul¬ 
tivated  or  neglected,  States  either  flou- 
rifh  or  decay,  lignai  Proofs  of  which 
are  found  in  the  Greek  and  Roman  Hi- 
ftories. 

As  Heaven  indulges  indilcriminately 
its  moft  valuable  Talents  to  the  Pa¬ 
trician  and  Plebeian ,  to  the  Rich  and 
Poor  j  how  glorious  mult  it  be  for 
Perfons,  even  in  the  moft  exalted  Sta¬ 
tions,  to  patronize  (iince  they  there¬ 
by  fécond  the  Views  of  Providence,' 
who  fee  ms  to  appoint  them  as  Guar¬ 
dians)  ail  i  hole  whole  Endeavours  may 
be  of  Advantage  to  Mankind  ;  and 
which  frequently,  for  want  of  lome  fuch 
benign  Influence,  can  never  be  brought 
to  Maturity  !  For  could  it  be  fuppoled 
that  Providence  gave  Exiftence  to  fuch 
Men,  merely  that  they  fhould  languifh 
away  Life  in  Obfcurity,  a  grievous 
Burthen  to  Themielves,  and  of  no 
Uie  to  Society  ;  and,  at  laft,  drop  ' 

un  re- 
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unregarded  into  the  Grave  ?  The  Ruf¬ 
fians  will  be  obliged  to  their  great 
i  Czar  for  whatever  Advances  they  may 

-  J  J 

hereafter  make  in  the  Arts,  and  for 
their  future  Figure  as  a  Nation  •  and 
how  bright  a  Luftre  muft  this  throw 
round  the  Memory  of  that  Monarch, 
even  to  the  remoteft  Ages  ! 


The  Pleafure,  Sir,  which  you  take 
in  promoting  the  liberal  Arts,  is  evi¬ 
dent  from  the  Zeal  with  which  you 
animate  and  encourage  all  fuch  Per¬ 
formances  as  may  be  of  Service  to  the 
Public.  And  whilft  too  many  of  the 
Great  fhut  their  Doors  againft  the 
Learned  in  general,  they  are  allowed 
the  moft  benevolent  Accefs  to  your 
Houle,  of  which  you  have  the  Hu¬ 
manity  and  Difcernment  to  think  them 
no  inconftderable  Ornament. 


I  fhall  not  enter  into  the  moft  Ihi- 
ning  Parts  of  Your  Character,  as  be- 


mg 
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Ing  a  Task  to  which  I  am  unequal 
And  indeed,  how  luperfluous  would 
fuch  an  Attempt  be,  after  what  has  j 
been  laid  on  that  Occafion  by  Writers 
much  luperior  to 


V  • 

SIM, 


Toar  mofl  humble, 


and 

,  ___  ’  ^  'I 

f4 

moji  obedient  Servant ,  ! 

: 

•  I 


John  Lockman. 
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PREFACE. 


HE  WORK  which  forms  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  enfui ng  Co!» 
ledfcion  is  entitled,  in  the  Original,, 
Lettres  édifiantes  &  curieufes ,  écrites 
des  Miffions  étrangères ,  par  quelques 

_ _ Miffionaires  de  la  Compagnie  de  Je» 

fus  *.  The  Rife  of  the  Millions  which  gave  Oc» 
cafion  to  this  Correfpondence,  is  fee  forth  at  large 
by  the  late  Father  le  Gobien ,  in  his  Dedication  of 
the  firlt  Volume  of  thefe  Letters  to  the  Jeluits  of 
France ,  the  mod  eflfential  Parts  of  which  Dèdica» 
tion  are  given  hereunder  “f. 

*  That  is  :  Letters  concerning  the  Convergions  of  Heathens* 
Sec.  intermixed  with  a  great  V  ariety  of  Subjects  relating  to  Li¬ 
terature  and  the  Sciences  :  Written ,  from  the  foreign  Mijfions ,  by 
fame  Jefuit-MiJfionaries .  It  was  neceffary  for  me  to  tranflate  the 
Title  in  this  Manner»  in  order  to  give  the  Reader  an  Idea  of 
the  full  Extent  of  it. 

’f  To  the  Jesuits  c/  FRANCE, 

Reverend  Fathers  » 

IH  E  R  E  communicate  to  you  fome  Letters,  lately  receive 
ed  from  our  Fathers  in  Chinât  and  in  our  other  Eajl-Indiàn 
Millions,  ^ 

.  '  A  'Tit 
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The  Original  confias  of  25  Volumes,  12 mo.  which 
were  printed  at  Paris  at  different  Times^  as  the  fe- 

verai 

Tis  now  aimoft  a  Century  *  fmce  the  Jefuits  of  France  have 
been  fo  happy  as  to  firfl  preach  the  Gofpel,  or  to  endeavour  daily 
at  its  Propagation  and  Support,  in  the  Continent,  and  in  the 
Iliands  of  South-America  ;  in  the  moil  Savage  Parts  of  Canada 
and  North  America  \  and  in  thefeveral  Kingdoms  of  the  Levant 
as  Greece,  Anatolia,  the  Iliands  of  the  Archipelago  ;  Syria ,  Fryt* 
Armenia,  and  Perfia,  where  it  is  opprefs’d  and  perfected  by 
the  Heathens  and  Schifmaticks.  But  as  tho’  thefe  wide-extend¬ 
ed  Countries  had  been  too  narrow  for  their  Zeal,  they  have" en¬ 
deavoured  to  fpre.^d  the  Gofpel  Hill  farther. 

In  1 65  8,  the  Jefuits  had  an  Opportunity  of  going  to  China 
and  t.ie  neighbouring  Kingdoms  \  and  even  of  attempting  an 
entrance  into  Japan,  where  a  once  flouriüiing  Church  was 
gnevouOy  perfected  by  Tyrants.  A  vaft  many  Jefuits,  from 
all  the  Provinces  of  France ,  offered  to  fhare  in  this  holy  Expe¬ 
dition  ;  but  as  their  Number  was  limited,  twenty  only  were  cho- 
fen,  and  all  thefe  fpent  the  Remainder  of  their  Days  in  the  moll 
painful  Labours  of  the  apofblic  Life. 

.  Since  that  Tune,  a  numberlefs  Multitude  of  others,  inflamed 
by  the  1  ike  Zeal  and  Spirit,  were  flrongly  defirous  of  engine 

in  thefe  Millions  :  But  tho’  the  Harveft  was  exceedingly  plenri 
iui>  *nd  ^  Fie]d  ^cious,  and  capable  of  employing 
more  Gofpel-labourers  than  all  Europe  cou’d  furnifh,  they  yet  had 
the  Grief  to  die,  without  feeing,  except  at  a  Didance,  that 
Land  of  Promife  which  Heaven  Teemed  to  prcmife  them. 

.  A  Letcer  writ  by  famous  Father  Ferdinand  VerbieL  glow 
mg  with  the  divine  Fire  which  our  Saviour  brought  into  the 
World  and  communicated  to  his  Apollles,  raifed  this  Zeal  fiiU 
higher.  We  now  had  the  Confolation  to  fee  Perfons  of  diftin 
guiibed  Merit,  and  of  the  greatefl  Capacity,  in  every  Province” 
voluntarily  offer  themfelves,  and  earneftly  defire  to  go  and  fa* 
Crifice  their  Lives  and  Talents  to  the  Glory  of  Chriif  crucified  " 

,  This  Letter  having  made  the  like  Impreflion  on  the  Mind  of 
tr.e  late  Mr  Colbert,  a  moll  fagacious  Statefman,  and  exceed 
mgly  zealous  for  the  Caufe  of  Religion  ;  he  conlidered  thé  Con- 
verfmn  of  the  Chineze,  as  a  Conquefl  equally  glorious  to  Fram-p 
and  to  his  Majelly’s-  Reign  f  Being  then  bufied  in  improving 
the  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  knowing  that  no  Nation  can  be 

#  As  this  Dedication  mujl  have  been  writ  about  the  Tear  1717 
{the  Date  in  which  the  firfi  Volume  of  my  Original  was  printed) 
it  confequently  is  now  above  an  hundred  Teen,  perhaps  about  an 
hundred  and  thirty .  * 

f  Lewis  XIV. 

fonder 
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veral  Letters  came  to  Hand,  or  as  the  Editors 
thought  proper  to  fend  them  to  Prefs.  The  firft 

Volume 

fonder  of  them  than  the  Chinese  ;  he  imagined  that  the  Com¬ 
munication  of  fuch  Difcoveries  as  might  be  made  in  China , 
would  reflect  the  brighteft  Luftre  on  the  Arts  and  Sciences  ;  and 
on  the  other  Hand,  that  nothing  could  contribute  more  to  gee 
the  Gofpel  introduced  into  China ,  than  the  fending  thither  fuch 
Perfons  as  were  equally  zealous  for  the  Salvation  of  Men’s  Souls, 
and  well  skilled  in  the  European  Sciences. 

But  the  Death  of  this  great  Minifter  fufpended  the  Execution 
of  fo  noble  a  Defign.  However,  it  did  not  cool  the  Fervour 
of  thofe  who  had  been  appointed  to  conduft  lo  important  an 
Enterprize.  This  was  manifeft,  fome  Years  after,  when  Mr. 
de  Louvois,  a  Statefman  animated  with  a  Spirit  like  that  of  his 
Predeceflor,  caufed  an  Embafty,  then  fending  to  one  of  the 
moft  powerful  Monarchs  in  India  (the  King  of  Siam)  to  be  of 
Service  to  this  glorious  Enterprize.  He  addreis’d  the  Superiors 
of  cur  Society  for  a  Supply  of  Gofpel-labourers  ;  and  all  out 
Schools,  thofe  efpecially  where  the  Jefuits  purfue  their  theological 
Studies,  being  as  fo  many  holy  Academies,  in  which  the  Virtues 
and  Sciences  that  contribute  very  much  to  form  the  apoflclical 
Chara&er  are  taught;  and  ferving  as  fo  many  fervent  Seminaries 
with  regard  to  foreign  Millions  ;  the  Angle  College  of  Lewis  XIV, 
in  Paris y  furnifhed  a  much  greater  Number  of  Miflionaries  than 
could  be  taken  on  Board  the  Ships. 

Among  thefe  they  appointed  fix,  viz.  Fathers  de  Fontaney , 
Fa  chard y  G  er  billon  y  le  Comte ,  Bouvet  and  Vijdelou,  who  were 
qualified,  by  their  Virtues  and  Skill  in  the  Mathematicks,  for 
this  important  Defign.  The  Merit  of  thefe  firft  Miflionaries 
was  fo  Angular,  that  a  greater  Number  Were  foon  called  for  ; 
and  his  Majefty  gracioully  fent  Afteen  more.  The  latter  were, 
fome  Time  after,  followed  by  above  threefcore  others,  who  are 
row  fpread  over  the  wide-extended  Provinces  of  China,  and  in 
moft  of  the  Kingdoms  of  India ,  viz.  Fonquin ,  Bengal ,  Ma~ 
dura ,  the  Cormandel  Coaft  and  Surat  ;  as  the  Perufal  of  thefe 
Letters  will  fhew. 

You,  indeed,  won’t  there  find  the  feveral  Perfecutions  they  fuf- 
fer’d,  and  the  other  Dangers  to  which  they  have  been  continually 
expofed  ;  they  commonly  informing  us  of  fuch  Particulars  only, 
on  thefe  Heads,  as  it  is  impoflible  for  them  to  conceal.  But  I 
fhould  think  it  was  betraying  the  Caufe  of  Heaven,  and  might 
damp  the  Zeal  of  many  among  you,  fhould  I  not,  till  I  may 
have  an  Opportunity  of  giving  a  more  minute  Account,  inform 
you,  in  few  Words,  of  what  we  are  told  on  this  Subject 

A  3 
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Volume  was  made  public  in  1717,  and  the  earliefl 
Letter  is  dated  in  The  25th  Volume  was 

y  pub- 

That  of  above  fourfcore  French  Miffionaries,  who  have  fet  out 
within  thefe  fifteen  or  lixteen  Years  *  for  India,  and  China ,  fe- 
veral  buffered  Shipwreck,  viz.  Fathers  Barnabê ,  Nivet  de  Thi- 
rjK-znfle,  and  Philip  Avril.  That  contagious  Diftempers,  catch’d 
either  in  attending  on  fuch  Soldiers  and  Sailors  as  were  fick  on 
Board  the  Ships,  or  on  Chriftians  and  Heathens  afhore,  fweot 
away  great  Numbers,  as  Fathers  Pochette,  de  Serlu ,  de  St.  Mar¬ 
tin  Richaud,  Duc  ha  y  de  Beze ,  Archamhaitd,  Marcel  le  Blanc 
Ma xi min  Michel, ,  Paregaad %  Geneix,  de  St.  Leu, ,  Burin  DoH 
and  Brother  Dandy  :  That  others  buffered  a  long  Imprifonment’ 
wherein  they  were  cruelly  treated  by  Heathens  and  Hereticks  %  as 
Father  de  la  Breuille  in  Siam,  Father  <P  E/pagnac ,  who  died  in 
Captivity  m  Pegu  >  Fathers  Taehard,  de  Beze,  ColuJJln,  Marcel 
e.  blanc,  Cotnilb ,  Peter  Martin ,  Beauvollier ,  and  Brother  M? 

Y°u  maX  ea%  ^gure  to  yourfelf  the  Multitude  of  Suf¬ 
ferings  of  another  Kind,  which  await  a  Miffionary,  who  comes 
into  a  Country,  with  whofe  Language,  Manners,  and  Cuftoms 
he  IS  wholly  unacquainted  ;  and  yet  is  forced  to  conform  to  them 
WHh  regard  to  the  Way  of  Life,  Drefs,  and  other  Articles  of 
civil  Society.  Heaven  only  knows  the  Perfections  which  are 
iai,ed  agamft  them  by  the  Enemy  of  our  Salvation.  It  mav 
in  fome.  meafure,  be  affirmed,  that  whatever  St.  Paul  relates 
concerning  his  Perfections,  fuit  all  our  Miffionaries,  in  part  •  and” 
perhaps  fome  particular  ones  among  them,  wholly. 

The  Letters  writ  by  our  Fathers,  will  inform  you  of  the  only 
Circumkance  which  can  repay  their  various  Toils  and  Sufferings 
They  convert,  annually,  manythoufand  Infidels  ;  and  tho’  their 
Life  be  exceedingly  painful  and  auftere.  Heaven  foftens  it  with 
io  many  Con ifolacions,  that  they  arc  afraid  thefe  fhould  fubilrad 
too  confiderable  a  Portion  of  their  Recompence. 

What  Zeal  foever  may  be  fltewn,  in  procuring  thofe  who 
toil  m  this  Manner,  the  fmall  Neceffaries  they  cannot  abfolntelv 
do  Without  ;  the  Labourers  are  fo  very  numerous,  that  there  is 
not  wherewithal  to  fupport  them.  In  compliance  with  the  holy 
Ardour  ot  many  who  defired  to  engage  in  thefe  Miffinns 
and  to  affill  the  Wants  of  fuch  Nations  as  fued  for  our  Aid,  it 
was  found  neceffary  to  fend  a  great, Number  of  Miffionaries,  all  of 
whom  wereebnged  to  rely  merely  on  Providence  :  And  as  a  con- 
fderable  Number  of  Eltabhlhments  were  made,  it  was  thought 
proper  to  divide  them  into  two  french  Vice-provinces,  one  it 
(..bina,  and  the  other  in  the  Eajl-Indies. 


*  V.„ 


'his  muft  he  now  about  forty,  or  one  and  forty  Tears  Knee. 
*  vente  tn  174Z,  J  J  juae* 
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publifhed  in  1741,  and  the  1  aft  Letter  is  dated  in 
1740  ;  confequently  thefe  Letters  (many  of  them 
at  leaft)  have  one  Circumftance  to  recommend  them, 

I  mean  Novelty.,  The  firft  eight  Volumes  of  the 
Original  were  communicated  to  the  World  by  Fa¬ 
ther  le  Gobi  en  -,  and  the  fucceeding  Volumes  by  Fa¬ 
ther  du  Halde ,  now  living,  who  compiled  the  four 
large  Folio  Volumes,  containing  a  general  Hiftory 
of  China . 

The  next  confiderable  Pieces  are  two  Journies, 
undertaken  by  the  Chineze  Emperor  into  Eqftern 
and  IVeJlern  Tart  ary ,  in  1682  and  1683  ;  to  which 
is  annexed,  a  Relation  of  a  Defcent  made  by  the 
Spaniards ,  in  1683,  into  California.  Thefe  three 
Pieces  make  a  Duodecimo  Volume,  printed  at  Paris 
in  1685  ;  and  they  appearing  to  me  curious,  I 
tranflated  them  throughout,  and  have  given  them 
a  Place  in  the  prefent  Collection, 

I  likewife  introduced  (before  the  three  laft  men¬ 
tioned  Pieces)  all  the  efTential  Particulars  in  a  Trea¬ 
dle,  written  by  an  Author  of  great  Eminence,  the  late 
learned  Mr.  la  Croze  of  Berlin ,  Prafeffor  of  Phi- 
lofophy.  Librarian,  and  Antiquary  to  his  Pruffian 
Majefty.  The  Treatife  I  mean,  relates  to  the  State  of 
the  Chrifiian  Religion  in  Ethiopia  5  was  printed  at  the 
Hague  in  1739,  12 mo.  and  intitled  Hijloire  du 
Chnftianifm  d9  Ethiopie ,  &c.  As  Ethiopia  is  fo 
little  known  to  the  Europeans ,  and  fuch  fabulous 
Accounts  have  been  writ  concerning  it,  I  made  all 
the  Refearches  poffiblc  with  regard  to  its  former 

We  here  prefent  you  (reverend  Fathers)  only  the  firft-fruits  of 
thefe  rifing  Settlements.  We  conjure  you  to  contribute,  by  your 
Vows,  your  Prayers,  and  Sacrifices,  towards  obtaining  for  us,  by 
the  heavenly  Mercy,  others  much  more  confiderable  — * 

J  am,  reverend  Fathers,  Vyy  y 

four  moji  hiimble  and  mop  obedient  Servant, 

Charles  le  Gobi.sn. 
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and  prefent  State  ;  and  ft  was  in  this  View  I  drew  up* 
from  Purèhas’ s  Pilgrim ,  an  accurate  Abridgment  of 
a  very  curious  Trad,  viz.  the  Patriarch  Bermudez’s 
Relation  of  the  Expedition  of  the  Porcugueze  into  A- 
byffinia.  Thefe,  with  fome  other  Pieces  which  I 
may  add  afterwards,  will  form  the  Text  of  the  en- 
fuing  Volumes. 

The  Notes  with  which  this  Work  is  interfperfed, 
are  of  a  very  mifcellançous  Kind,  hiftorical,'  geo" 
graphical,  critical,  &c.  as  each  will  fhew  ;  and  I 

have  always  taken  care  to  quote  my  feveral  Autho¬ 
rities. 


1  o  return  to  the  Lettres  édifiantes  curieufes.  As 
the  geographical  and  other  Particulars  found  in 
them,  are  intermix’d  with  a  long  Detail  of  the 
Miracles,  as  well  as  of  the  Converiions  which  the 
Jeluits  declare  they  maice  in  their  Millions  j  it  was 
necefi ary  for  me  to  expunge  all  Incidents  of  this 
Kind,  (thole  excepted,  here  and  there,  which  I  pre¬ 
fumed  mignt  entertain)  fuch  appearing  quite  infipid 
or  ridiculous  to  mou  Englijh  Readers  ;  and  indeed 
to  all  Ferions  of  Underftanding  and  Tafte. 

However,  this  gave  me  no  little  Trouble,  of 
which  thole  only  could  be  fully  fenfible,  who  fhould 
compare  my  Ext  rads  with  the  Originals  Thefe 
would  perceive  the  Pains  I  mu  fl  neeeftàrily  have 
taken,  in  making  Choice  of  fuch  Particulars  only 
as  I  imagined  were  ufeful  or  entertaining  ;  for  which 
Rea  ion  I  fometimes  took  only  one,  two,  three  or 
more  Lines  from  different  Parts  of  a  Page  ;  when 
omitting  fometimes  ten,  or  more.  Pages  together 
I  connected  thefe  feveral  Extracts,  without  foiftin^ 
in  any  Thing  of  my  own,  which  I  can  affirm  1 
'ave  done  once.  It  muft  be  confefs’d 

that  this  may  feem  to  be  of  no  Advantage,  in 
Pclpedt ,  to  the  Originals:  However,  had 
-orne  of  the  Translators  and  Compilers  of  the 
JUii!J  celebrated  Volumes  of  Voyages  and 
i  ravels,  printed  for  Churchill,  &c.  (not  to  men¬ 
tion 
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tion  others)  flruck  out  as  freely  as  I  have  done, 
their  Folios,  would  have  fhrunk  confiderably  : 
As,  on  the  other  Hand,  their  Performances  mull 
have  been  perufed  with  infinitely  greater  Pleafure, 
and  would  have  done  Honour  to  the  original  Au¬ 
thors,  had  the  Writers  in  queftion  been  better  {kill¬ 
ed  in  their  own  Language  ;  in  thofe  from  which  they 
tranfiated,  and  been  careful  of  their  Didtion. 

It  likewife  coft  me  no  little  Pains  to  compare, 
fo  often  as  I  was  obliged  to  do,  the  Names  of 
Places  mentioned  in  the  Jefuits  Letters,  with  thofe 
fpecified  in  our  Maps.  To  this  I  would  add, 
(had  it  not  been  a  Satisfaction  which  infinitely 
overpaid  the  Trouble  I  might  be  at  on  this  Occa- 
fion)  my  fetting  the  feveral  Maps  before  me  ;  and 
accompanying,  as  it  were,  the  Fathers  perpetu¬ 
ally  in  their  Peregrinations,  both  by  Sea  and  Land. 
Perfons  of  a  flrong  Imagination  will  eafily  figure 
to  themfelves  the  Pleafure,  which  this  muft  have 
given  me.  On  the  other  Hand,  I  don’t  know 
any  Nation  who  difguife  proper  Names  more  than 
the  French ,  a  Circumflance  which  often  is  very  per¬ 
plexing  to  a  Tranflator.  The  Rule  I  obferved, 
with  Regard  to  fuch  Names  as  I  could  not  find  in 
our  Maps  or  Authors,  was,  to  exprefs  their  feveral 
Sounds  as  nearly  as  I  could,  by  the  correfponding 
ones  in  our  Language.  Some  may  very  probably  dis¬ 
approve  of  this  Method,  but  I  could  not  think  of 
any  other  fo  much  to  the  Purpofe  -,  efpecially  as  I 
have  frequently  given  the  Names,  as  written  in 
French ,  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Page, 

I  am  apprehenfive  that  lome  Perfons,  who  allow 
nothing  in  a  Book  but  what  is  abfolutely  ufeful, 
will,  like  others  who  would  drip  off  all  Superflui¬ 
ties  in  Drefs,  accufe  me  for  not  fuppreffing  ftill 
more.  My  Anfwer  is,  that  I  endeavoured  to  pleafe, 
to  the  befl  of  my  Power,  all  forts  of  Readers  ;  and 
I  know  that  fome  are  very  agreeably  entertained 

A  4  with 
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with  the  folitary,  the  wild  Perambulations  of  thefe 
Fathers,  in  far-diftant  Countries  little  known  to  us* 
tho  lcarce  any  Advantage  could  accrue  from  thence 
to  the  Arts,  to  Geography,  or  Philofophy.  Fre¬ 
quent  y,  tis  not  the  Subject  alone  lhall  engage  a 
Reader  s  Attention,  but  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
treated  ;  and  the  Jefuits  are  acknowledged  to  be  fine 
Painters.  However,  as  Narratives  of  this  Kind 
*°me  People,  I  endeavoured  to  enliven 
inch  Relations  by  Notes.  In  the  Whole,  ’twas 
a  Maxim  with  me,  to  infert  many  Things  ufelefs, 
rather  than  omit  one  of  Confequence.  Thofe  who 
lhall  condemn  my  Judgment  in  this  refpedt,  need 
but  hurry  over  fuch  Pages  as  may  difgult  :  But  no- 
thing  could  have  attoned  for  my  Omiffion  of  one 
important  Particular. 

The  Word  Extrait  being  mentioned  above,  and 
in  the  Coune  ol  thele  Travels,  it  may  not,  I  be- 
lieve,  be  improper,  as  it  is  fometimes  fuppos’d  ftho’ 
adeiy)  to  imply  a  double  Meaning,  to  obferve  in 
what  Senfe  I  take  it  here.  In  making  thefe  feveral 
Exo-acts,  I  did  not  reduce  a  Subjeft  to  a  propor- 
tionably-fmaller  Dimenfions,  as  when  a  Perfon  is 
painted  m  Miniature  ;  but  felefted  fuch  Particulars 
only  as  1  imagined  were  neceffary,  and  gave  thefe 
at  large, _  as  m  the  Originals.  However,  this  is 
po  e  oniy  o  the  Lettres  édifiantes  &  curieufes,  and 
a  few  other  Pieces  which  form  the  Text  ;  the  Ex- 

Kind  10  r’lany  0l  my  IST°tes’  being  of  the  firft 

I  believe  it  will  be  granted,  that  no  Men  are  bet- 

ZVft  Th  v'r Nationrnd  than 

the  Jtfiits  Their  Education,  their  extenfive  Learn- 

ing  ;  the  Pains  they  take  to  acquire  the  Languages 
of  the  feveral  Regions  they  vifit  ;  the  Opportunities 
th.y  nave  by  their  Skill  in  the  Arts  and  Sciences 
as  well  as  by  their  mfinuating  Addrefs,  to  glide  in¬ 
to  Courts,  where  Accel's  is  often  denied  to  all  but 

them- 
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themfelves:  Their  Familiarity  with  the  Inhabitants; 
their  mixing  with,  and,  often,  very  long  Abode 
among  them  ;  thefe,  I  fay,  muft  necelTarily  give 
our  Jefuits  a  much  more  perfect  Infight  into  the 
Genius  and  Chara&er  of  a  Nation,  than  others  who 
vilit  Coafts  only,  and  that  merely  upon  Account  of 
Traffic,  or  from  other  lucrative  Motives.  In  cafe 
thefe  Mercantile  Travellers  happen  to  go  up  a  Coun¬ 
try,  and  make  fome  little  Stay  in  it,  the  moil  they 
are  able  to  do  is,  to  get  a  few  of  the  moft  obvious 
Cuftoms;  to  defcribe  Habits,  Buildings,  and  what¬ 
ever  elle  comes  under  the  Notice  of  the  Eye  :  But 
as  to  the  Genius  of  the  Inhabitants,  their  Religion, 
their  Government,  and  other  important  Articles, 
thefe  they  can  learn  only  fuperficially  ;  fince  they 
muft  depend  wholly,  for  Information,  upon  the 
Natives,  in  cafe  they  underftand  their  Language  ;  or 
upon  Foreigners  who  may  have  refided  fome  Years 
among  them.  Upon  the  Whole  therefore,  ’tis  my 
Opinion,  that  the  Jefuits,  to  fpeak  in  general,  have 
the  beft  Opportunity  of  furnifhing  us  with  valuable 
Accounts  of  many  far  diftant  Countries.  Probably 
the  only  Circumftance  which  reftrains  the  Pens  of 
moft  of  them,  is  their  Profeffion,  and  certain  pri¬ 
vate  Views.  This  may  be  the  Reafon  why  they  of¬ 
ten  deviate  from  Truth  in  their  Relations  ;  trouble 
the  Public  with  many  unentertaining  Particulars, 
and  omit  others  from  which  the  World  might  have 
reaped  the  higheft  Advantage. 

The  Jefuits,  particularly  thofe  of  Italy  ^  Spain , 
and  Portugal ,  have  been  proved  to  exaggerate  fo 
greatly  in  their  Accounts  ;  to  give  fo  much  into  the 
Marvellous,  and  to  aftèrt  fo  many  Falfities,  that, 
like  the  Shepherd’s  Boy  in  the  Fable,  many  Peo¬ 
ple  won’t  believe  them  even  when  they  do  fpeak 
Truth.  For  this  Reafon,  I  judged  it  very  necef- 
fary  to  examine  their  Relations  carefully,  and  to 
compare  them  with  thofe  of  fuch  Travellers  as  are 

in 
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in  the  greateft  Repute  for  their  Veracity  and  Ta* 
lents*  Paffages  from  many  of  thefe  form  one  Spe¬ 
cies  of  my  Notes*  Abftra&ed  from  the  PJeafure 
which,  I  imagined,  they  would  give  to  many 
Readers  ;  I  thought  it  a  Juftice  due  to  the  Fa¬ 
thers,  to  fet  all  their  Truths  in  the  moil  advanta¬ 
geous  Light  in  my  Power.  •  And  here  let  me  be 
permitted  to  hint  again,  that  the  French  Jefu- 
its  have  impofed,  in  their  Relations,  far  Jefs  on 
the  World  than  thofe  of  the  abovementioned 
Countries  %  which,  no  doubt,  is  owing  to  their  good 
Senfe  and  fuperior  Abilities.  Being  born  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  a  Country  where  Learning  ftourifhes,  a 
great  part  of  the  Individuals  of  it  muft  neceffarily 
be  more  enlightned,  and  therefore  not  apt  to  be  fo 
much  milled  as  other  Nations,  in  which  Ignorance  and 
Superftition  prevail.  In  all  probability,  the  Jefuits 
adapt  their  Writings  to  the  Genius  and  Capacity 
of  their  relpedrive  Countrymen. 

As  I  have  not  omitted  the  many  advantageous 
Things  which  thefe  Fathers  fay  of  themfelves  ;  the 
Account  they  give  of  their  very  fevere  Aufterities  ^ 
of  the  furprizing  Pains  they  take  in  making  Con¬ 
verts,  and  the  various  Difficulties  and  Dangers 
which  they  go  through  for  that  Purpofe  ;  I  ima¬ 
gined  that  juftice  called  upon  me,  to  exhibit  them 
in  the  very  different  Colours  in  which  they  are  re- 
prefented  by  their  Opponents.  It  may  be  objected, 
that  the  Maxims  and  Pradlices  of  the  Jefuits  are  fo 
well  known  in  the  Britijh  Realms,  that  all  farther 
Precautions  would  be  unneceffary.  However,  in 
my  humble  Opinion,  a  great  Evil  cannot  be  too 
much  guarded  again  ft  ;  not  to  mention  the  Enter¬ 
tainment  which  thefe  Incidents  and  Refle&ions  may 
fometimes  afford  ;  and  what  we  are  told  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  indefatigable  Induftry  of  the  Romifh 
Priefts,  of  late  Years,  in  making  Converts  among 
Be  fid  es,  very  few  Particulars,  quoted  by  me, 
concerning  the  horrid  Practices  with  which  they 

are 
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are  charged,  are  borrowed  from  Englifo 'Writers,  but 
from  Foreigners,  many  of  whom  are  little  known  in 
our  Country.  Of  thefe,  one  of  the  principal  is  a 
Work  confining  of  eight  Volumes,  12 mo.  laid  to  be 
drawn  up  by  fome  French  Authors, equally  conspicuous 
for  their  Probity  and  Learning, among  whom  is  reck¬ 
oned  the  excellent  Dr.  Arnauld (tho®  others  deny 
this.)  This  Work  is  entitled.  La  morale  prati¬ 
que  des  Jefuites ,  (the  practical  Morals  of  the  Jefuits.) 
The  firft  Volume  was  printed  in  1684,  and  the  la  ft 
in  1695.  The  Reader  will  find,  in  the  Courfe  of 
the  following  Travels,  that  I  have  borrowed  very 
freely  from  thefe  Volumes.  I  mull  obferve 
however,  that  I  don’t  pretend  to  warrant  the  Truth 
of  any  Palfages  extradted  from  them,  or  from  any 
other  Opponent  of  the  Jefuits  -,  any  more  than  I 
do  thofe  Particulars,  tranfiated  by  me,  which  the 
Fathers  relate  in  favour  of  themfelves. 

A  Circumftance  to  which  I  attended  particularly, 
was  to  give,  in  Notes  of  this  Kind,  fome  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Authors  of  them,  whenever  it  was  in 
my  Power.  I  thought  this  a  Juftice  due  to  the  Fa¬ 
thers,  as  a  Reader  is  thereby  the  better  enabled  to 
form  a  Judgment  with  refpedt  to  the  more  or  Ids 
Strefs  which  ought  to  be  laid  on  the  Affertions  of  fuch 
Writers.  To  give  one  Infiance:  As  our  Countryman 
Gage, the  Traveller,  (mention’d  in  my  3d  Vol.)  is  very 
fevere  on  the  Jefuits,  I  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to 
obferve,  that  he  himfelf  was  a  Convert  from  the 
Church  of  Rome  ;  now  ®tis  well  known,  that  Pro- 
felytes  to  all  Religions  are,  in  general,  apt  to  be 
mod  partially  bitter  in  their  Invectives  againfi  the 
Church  they  quitted  ;  confequently  the  Cenfures  of 

*  The  fix:  lad  Volumes  are  laid  to  be  either  writ  or  compiled 
by  Dr.  Arnauld.  See  Hijloire  de  la  vie  &  des  ouvrages  de  Mr. 

Arnauld,  Pag.  192.  A  feq.  - -  1697,  umo.  See  likewife  the 

Supplement  to  Moreri's  Dictionary,  Paris ,  1737,  F°ü°»  Article 
de  Poni-CbdteaUi  whe;c  it  is  affirmed  that  Mr.  de  Pont  Chateau 
wrote  the  two  lird  Volumes  of  the  Morale  Pratique ,  and  Cr.  A.~ 
nauld  the  fix  lad.  See  alfothe  Article  of  Arnauld  [Antoine)  in  the 
forefaid  Supplement.  fuch 
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fuch  a  Writer  are  not,  in  this  Cafe,  of  equal  Weight 
with  another  who  was  ever  attached  fat  lead  out¬ 
wardly)  to  the  Principles  in  which  he  had  been  edu- 
cated. 

Our  Jefuits  may  be  confidered  in  two  very  different 
i-iighio.  In  the  one  they  appear  as  celeftial  IVlini  iters, 
in  the  other  as  infernal  Spirits.  Can  we  poffibly  fi- 
gUit  to  ourfelves  a  more  amiable  Being,  than  a  IVIan , 
who,  after  enriching  his  Mind  with  the  nobleft 
Treafures  of  Knowledge,  voluntarily  quits  his 
Friends,  his  Relations,  and  his  native  Country  • 
hazards  himfelf  to  all  the  Perils  of  the  Sea  • 
and  afterwards  goes  alhore,  tho’  fcarce  provided 
with  any  Neceffaries,  among  a  barbarous  People, 
with  whofe  Language  he  is  utterly  unacquainted  1 
there  roves,  in  their  wildeft  Solitudes,  in  danger 
every  Moment,  of  falling  down  Precipices,  or  into 
deep  Chafms  of  the  Earth  ;  of  being  murthered  bv 
wild  Beads  or  by  the  Natives  ;  and  all  this  folely 
from  a  Defire  of  poliihing  their  Minds,  of  affidin°- 
their  corporeal  Part,and  of  faving  their  Souls  ?  Now 

luch  they  are  reprefented  by  themfelves  and  their 
Adherents. 

On  the  other  Hand,  if  we  refleft  on  a  Man 
wnofe  only  Defign,  in  acquiring  Learning,  is  to  im- 
pofe  upon  his  Fellow-creatures  ;  who,  under  the 
Cloak  of  Religion,  and  to  ferve  a  Sett  of  deteda- 
ble  Politicians,  undertakes  long  Voyages  ;  vifits 
foreign  Regions,  and  there  ingratiates  himfeîf  with 
the  feveral  Natives  of  them,  in  order  to  feize  upon 
their  Ricnes  ;  and  make  them  Slaves  in  their  own 
Country,  where,  amid  their  virtuous  Ignorance 
they  enjoyed  undiflurbed  Felicity  :  Can  Imagination 
frame  a  more  horrid  Creature  than  this  ?  Such  is  the 
Character  their  Antagonids  give  of  them  Thk 
double  View  puts  me  in  mind°of  a  P.fture  I  have 
feen  reprefenting  an  Angel,  when,  turning  up  the 
bottom  of  it,  a  cloven  Foot  appears. 


I 


PREFACE.  arS 


I  don*t  doubt  but  that  fame  Perfons  of  the  Romifh 
Perfuafion,  will  be  grievoufly  offended  at  me  for 
introducing,  in  a  Work  of  this  Kind,  fuch  a  Num¬ 
ber  of  Paffàges,  highly  injurious  to  a  Body  of  Men 
for  whom  they  exprefs  the  utmoft  Veneration.  I 
anfwer,  that  my  View,  in  tranflating  and  compiling 
this  Work,  was  not  to  make  Profelytes  to  the 
Church  of  Rome  -,  and  that  moft  of  the  Paffages  in 
queftion  are  borrowed  from  Writers  who  profefled 
the  fame  Principles  with  themfelves  ;  and  fome  of 
them  the  nobleff  Ornaments,  both  for  Piety  and 
Learning,  of  their  Age  and  Country,  among  whom 
Father  Paul  and  Mr.  Pafcal  (land  in  the  foremoft 
Rank,  confequently  the  Refentment  of  fuch  Per¬ 
fons  ought  to  rife  much  higher  againft  thofe  Wri¬ 
ters  than  againft  me.  Betides,  as  the  Jefuits  have 
ever  taken,  and  ftill  take  fo  much  Pains  to  trumpet 
their  own  Virtues  *,  whether  real  or  pretended, 
fhould  not  thole  be  heard  who  offer  to  explode 
them  ?  If  the  Inventives  of  the  latter  are  juft,  we 
are  obliged  to  them  for  the  Difcovery  ;  if  ground- 
lefs,  the  regular  and  truly-pious  Conduct  of  the  Jefuits 
will,  in  Time,  invalidate  the  Calumny,  and  bring 
a  defer ved  Odium  on  the  Memory  of  thofe  who 
raifed  it.  But  as  Matters  ftand,  no  one,  I  prefume, 
will  wonder  that  an  Englijh  Proteftant,  who  endea¬ 
vours  to  give  an  accurate  Verfion  of  their  Millions, 
without  difguifing  a  fmgle  Circumftance  ;  fhould, 
as  a  Lover  of  Truth,  of  Mankind,  and  of  his  na- 


*  I  have  now  before  me  a  curious  Work  of  this  Kind,  fplendid- 
ly  printed  at  Antwerp^  Anno  i  677,  in  a  large  4 to.  ’  Fis  dedicated 
to  holy  Mother  Church  [San  Sire  Mat  ri  Ecclejïœ  Catholics  Ro~ 
maiue9  See.)  And  entitled,  Elogia  Societatis  ef--fu9  Ji-ve  propugnaculum 
pontificu?n,  conciliorum>  c.ardinalium3  ant  ijii  turn,  nec  non  I npera- 
torum ,  Regum ,  Pontificum ,  &  alio  rum  <vb  tuts.  religions  9  0  mini  que 
Literal  tira  illufirium  (etiam  Hæreticorum)  Sfejlimcniis  :  ipjia  ex~ 
prejjts  njerboy  qua  feripto  conjignatis  conjlruftum  :  in  très  jarres 

di'vijum.  a  P .  Lhrijiopboro  Gomez  tjujdem  Societatis.  Fart  t  my 
Work  may  be  conûdered  as  a  Contrail  to  this  of  Futner  Gomez. 

uvè 
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five  Country,  prefent  an  Antidote  along  with  it. 
Ihe  Reader  may,  if  he  pleafes,  confider  me^  in 
1dm e  meafure,  as  the  Slave  who  attended  the  Ro¬ 
man  Generals  in  their  Triumphs. 

One  Ci rcum fiance,  which  mufl  make  all  fenfible 
and  unprejudiced  Ferions  fufpeCl  very  much  the 
Veracity  of  the  Jefuits  in  general,  is  the  Accounts 
they  give  of  Miracles  pretended  to  be  wrought 
in  the  Scenes  of  their  lèverai  Millions.  As  thefe 
Fathers  often  infill  very  warmly  upon  the  Rea¬ 
lity  of  them  ;  at  the  fame  Time,  that  the  Fal- 
fity  of  thefe  Miracles  is  apparent  to  all  Perfbns 
or  good  Seme  ;  tnis  mufl  naturally  prejudice  all 
fuch  Readers  againfl  the  other  Parts  of  the  Re¬ 
lations  of  our  Fathers,  or  at  lead  incline  them  to 
be  very  fceprical  whilft  they  perufe  them.  Thefe 
Mnacles  too  may  have  been  of  lingular  Advantage  to 
their  Opponents,  lince  they  gave  them  a  very  good 
Opportunity  of  reprefenting  the  Jefuits  as  egregious 
Liais,  and  confequently  as  Perfons  to  whom  no 
manner  of  Credit  ought  to  be  given,  on  any  Ac¬ 
count^;  whence  their  Enemies  may  often  have  been 
induc’d  to  blacken  them  more  than  they  really  de¬ 
served.  My  Opinion,  in  general,  is,  that  the  Je- 
luits  are  to  be  credited  equally  with  other  Travel- 
Iërsè  whenever  Religion  is  out  of  the  Cafe  ;  or 

in  other  Words,  the  temporal  Interefls  of  their  So¬ 
ciety. 

But  to  .return.  If  I  myfelf  have  lometirnes  aim’d 
at  Reflections  of  the  abovementioned  Kind,  ’tis  only 
on  certain  Occafions  which  raifed  fuch  an  Indig¬ 
nation  in  me  as  I  could  not  poffibly  conceal.  Having 
a  natural  Averfion  to  Hypocrify  in  every  Shape,  and 
a  flrong  Inclination  to  fpeak  my  Thoughts  at  all 
Times  when  I  prefume  it  neceflfary  ;  I  could  not  for¬ 
bear  venturing  them  on  Paper,  whenever  I  fuppofed  an 
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ïmpofition  glaring,  or  even  fufpicious**.  However^ 

1  hope  I  have  never  done  this  in  a  Manner  unworthy 
a  Man  of  Probity,  and  a  Lover  of  Literature. 

As  a  Friend  to  my  native  Country,  I  heartily 

*  Here  follows  an  Example  of  this  Character.  In  the  4 to 
Latin  Volume,  hinted  at  in  the  above  Note,  and  entitled,  Elogix 
Societat is  J  efu,  Sec.  p.448,  under  the  Article  Hereticks,  the  fa¬ 
mous  Lord  Bacon  is  faid  to  obferve  :  that  the  Jefuits  have  reviv'd* 
in  a  great  Meafure,  in  their  Colleges,  the  excellent  Education  of 
the  Antients  :  And  that,  when  he  considers  their  Prudence  and 
Care,  in  training  up  their  Pupils  to  Learning  and  Virtue,  he 
could  not  forbear  applying  to  them  what  Agefilaus  faid  of  Phar- 
nabazus  ;  Such  being  thy  Character ,  <wou  d  thou  cweri  on  our  Side* 
The  Latin  Pafiage  quoted  by  the  Jefait  is  as  follows  :  Efuœ  no¬ 
hilt  ff  ma  pars  prifeœ  difciplinœ  rencocata  eft  quafi  poflliminio  ih 
Je  fuit  arum  Collegiis  ;  ,1 quorum  cum  intueor  induftriam ,  folertiant- 
que  tam  in  doStrina  excolenda ,  quam  moribus  informandis ,  il  hid  oc- 
cilrrit  Agejilai  de  Pharnabazo  :  Ta  lis  cum  fis,  utinam  nofter  effes . 
This  indeed  is  an  exadi  Citation  from  Lord  Bacon ,  and 
is  found  in  his  Works,  Vol.  I.  p.  35.  London  1*7 30.  Folio* 
So  far  the  Father  is  juft  :  But  now  follows  what  may  be  fufpedted 
of  Jefuitifm.  The  Father  does  not  tell  us  that  Lord  Bacon  ever 
wrote  a  Word  againft  the  Jefuits  :  and  yet  thofe  who  perufe  his 
Lordihip’s  Works  will  find,  that  he  levels  his  Pen  at  them  more 
than  once,  as  on  the  following  Occafton.  Speaking  of  the  Fe¬ 
licity  of  England ,  under  Queen  Elizabeth »  in  Comparifon  of 
other  Countries,  in  his  Cbfervations  on  a  Libel,  (written,  in  thé 
Opinion  of  the  reverend  Mr.  T.  Baker  of  St.  John* s  College  in 
Cambridge ,  by  Parfons  the  Jefuit)  entitled,  A  Declaration  of  the 
true  Caufes  of  the  great  Troubles  prefuppofed  to  be  intended  againfi 
the  Realm  of  England;  Lord  Bacon  obferves  as  follows  :  “  Even 
44  at  this  Inftant,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Spain ,  notwithstanding 
**  the  Pioneers  do  ftill  work  in  the  Indian  Mines,  the  Jesuits 
'  44  moft  play  the  Pioneers,  and  mine  the  Spaniards  Purfes  ;  and 
44  under  the  Colour  of  a  ghoftly  Exhortation,  contrive  thegreat- 
44  eft  Exadlion  that  ever  was  in  any  Realm.”  See  Lord  Bacon  s 
Works,  Vol.  IV.  p,  363.  Edit .  ut  fupr .  It  may  be  objected, 
that  the  Author  of  the  Elogia  Societatis,  &c.  perhaps  never  mec 
with  the  Trad!  of  Lord  Bacon ,  from  which  the  laft  me-ntion’d 
Paffage  was  borrow’d  :  But  is  it  not  equally  probable  to  fuppofe, 
as  the  Jefuits  are  extremely  careful  to  communicate  to  one  ano¬ 
ther  all  Pieces  levelled  at  the  papal  Power,  that  the  Piece  in 
Queftion  (thought  to  be  writ  by  one  of  their  Brethren)  cou’d 
fcarce  have  efcap’d  Father  Gomez' s  Notice  ?  Not  to  mention  that 
Lord  Bacon  glances#  as  was  obferv’d  above,  at  thofe  Fathers  in 
<other  Pisces, 

wifh 
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wifh  the  Jefuits  for  ever  at  a  Diftance  from  it  5  and 
yet  I  wou’d  not  have  it  imagined  that  I  bear  an 
Enmity  to  every  Member  of  their  Society  :  So  far 
from  it,  there  are  feme  of  them  with  whom  I  was 
intimate  in  f Paris ,  whofe  reputed  Virtue  and  Abi¬ 
lities  I  fincereiy  venerate.  I  am  not  one  of  Thofe 
who  condemn  Bodies  of  Men  in  the  Grofs  ;  being 
firmly  perfuaded  that  there  are  excellent  Perfons  in 
molt  Nor  wou’d  I  have  it  thought  that  I  am  an 
Enemy  to  the  Romanifls ,  merely becaufe  they  are 
fuch.  Surely  none  but  the  narroweft,  the  moft 
barbarous  Minds,  can  entertain  Prejudices  of  this 
Kind  :  And  that  Man  mull  be  quite  ignorant  of 
human  Nature,  muft  have  reaped  very  fmall  Advan¬ 
tage  from  his  Studies  and  his  Correfpondence  with 
Mankind,  whofe  Temper  is  not  foftned  to  the  moft 
extenfive  Benevolence  for  the  Good  and  Virtuous  of 
ail  Pai  ties.  Orders,  Perluafions  and  Nations. 

In  the  whole,  I  reverence  the  Jefuits  as  much  as 
any  Man  can  do,  for  their  Learning,  and  the  ex¬ 
cellent  Education  they  beftow  on  Youth,  of  which 
I  myfelf  have  been  an  Eye-witnefs  -,  for  their  Know- 
jcdge  in  the  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  the  Difcoveries 
they  make  in  them  :  But  I  deteft  proportionably 
the  Maxims  and  horrid  Practices  with  which  they 
are  charged.  1 

As  an  Admirer  of  the  firft  mentioned  Particu¬ 
lars,  I  endeavoured  to  do  Juftiee  to  their  Compo- 
fitions  ;  and  as  an  Abhorrer  of  the  latter,  I  intro¬ 
duced  many  fatyrical  Incidents  and  Reflexions  from 
the  moft  celebrated  of  their  Opponents. 

The  Reflection  upon  the  Cunning  and  Diffimu- 
ktion  which  prevail  fo  much  in  the  World,  has 
fometimes  made  me  think  of  the  Jefuits  in  a  Man- 
net  very  different  from  that  in  which  they  are  ulii- 
ally  confidered  among  us  ;  I  mean,  not  as  fan^ui- 
nary  Men,  but  only  as  a  Sett  ’of  People  who 
are  profoundly  {killed  in  Arts,  in  the  Praftice  of 

which 
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which  the  generality  of  People  endeavour  to  rival 
ope  another,  I  mean  Hypocrify  and  Cunning  ; 
consequently,  that  the  iharp  Cenfures  of  fome  of 
their  Enemies  might  be  looked  upon  as  the  Effecft 
of  Envy,  arifing  folely  from  their  being  furpaffed' 
by  thefe  Fathers  in  the  very  profitable  Talents 
abovemen tioned  ;  as  Wits  and  Beauties  fliail  pull  one 
another  to  Pieces,  from  a  like  invidious  Motive. 
How  far-fetch’d  foever  and  unjuft  this  Refledioh 
may  appear,^  (as  I  am  perfuaded  it  is  in  the  general) 
it  perhaps  will  be  thought  applicable  to  certain  Or¬ 
ders  of  Friars,  whole  Hatred  to  the  Jefuits  is  faid 
to  proceed  from  no  other  Caufe  than  their  bein^ 
outwitted  and  eclipfed  by  them.  a 

I  am  perfuaded  that  many  Readers  will  think 
,ome  of  my  Reflexions  too  light  and  ludicrous,  and 
unbecoming  a  Work  of  fo  ferious  a  Turn  as  thefe 
Travels.  1  fhou’d  be  forry  to  difgufl  any  Perfon, 
but  know  it  wou’d  be  impoffibls  to  pleale  all! 
The  very  Circumftance  which  fhall  win  a  Mari 
the  Favour  of  one  Party,  dial!  draw  upon  him  the 
Indignation  of  its  oppofite.  I  indeed  ’’will  confefsi 
ehat  I  cannot  look  with  Gravity  on  manv  ObieXs 
which  Multitudes  gaze  JjW  with  Awe  fnt 
Admiration,  I  think  I  know  the  World  fo 
well,  as  to  be  certain  that  a  Variety  of  Things 
which  are  beheld  feriouOy,  wou’d,  were  the  Maflc 
pull’d  off,  be  found  mere  Farce,  and  the  higheft 
Impofition  upon  the  Underftandings  of  Mankind. 
However,  let  no  one  be  lo  injurious  to  me  as  to 
imagine,  that  I  hereby  glance  at  true  Religion  ;  on 
£he  contrary,  ’tis  my  unalterable  Opinion,  that  the 
due  PraXice  of  its  Dilates  are,  of  all  Things, 

the  moft  worthy  a  rational  Creature,  and  moil  coni 
ducive  to  his  Happinefs. 

The  Learned  will  '  probably  think  ,  that  I 
might  have  fpared  a  Multitude  of  thefe  Notes. 

I  fhou’d  be  proud  of  any  of  their  Hints; 

a  and 
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and  will  obferve,  that  cou’d  it  have  been  fup~ 
poled  they  wou’d  have  been  the  only  Readers,  I 
Ihou’d  not  have  added  one.  But  as  this  Work  may 
poflibly  fall  into  a  Variety  of  Hands,  I  flatter  my 
felf  that  feveral  of  thefe  Notes,  as  well  on  Account 
of  their  Novelty,  as  for  the  Matter,  will  pleafe 
many  Perfons  Iefs  converfant  in  Literature.  A  great 
Number  of  Readers  are  glad  to  meet  with  every 
Thing  neceffary  for  the  Illuftration  of  the  Subject 
they  are  upon,  in  the  Work  itfelf,  without  being 
obliged  to  have  Recourfe  to  other  Books.  This 
fu its  the  Supinenefs  of Tome,  and  the  (lender  Cir- 
cumftances  of  others  ;  and  here  are  two  Sorts  of 
Readers,  who,  I  believe,  will  not  think  me  too 
prolix.  Neverthelefs,  I  very  probably  may  have 
been  fo  in  !bme  Places.  Defirous  of  inftrufting  my 
felf,  ana  delighted  with  the  Articles  I  was  com- 
piling,  my  Pen  (lid  along  infenfibly,  and  frequently 
took  in  more  than  I  at  firft  defigned;  as  Men  who 
iet  out  for  a  pleafurable  Airing,  are  often  invited  to 
wander  much  farther  than  they  at  firft  intended  to 
go.  Again,  fome  of  thefe  Notes  will,  perhaps, 
betiay  the  Familiarity  of  a  î clé- ci-tcl and  appear 
not  writ  with  the  Regard  which  ought  always  to  be 
fhown  the  Public.  I  muft  crave  their  Inciu lerence 
pn  this  Occafion.  Wrapt  in  my  Subjeâ:,  1  Ime- 
times  imagined  I  was  writing  only  for  myfelf, 
or  for  an’ intimate  Friend;  not  cpnfiderin°-  that 
whatever  I  fhould  venture  to  fay  on  thefe  Occafions, 
nnght.  Cdnvslîcci  by  thôuiands  wlio  are  infinitely 
better  Judges  of  thefe  Matters  than  myfelf.  J 

I  have  re-tranflated  a  great  number  of  the  Pafla^es 
borrowed  by  me,  from  Rich  French  and  Italian  Au- 
thors  as  had  appeared  in  Englifo  before.  Moft  of 
thole  relating  to  Countries  are  copied  from  Travel - 
lers  of  the  gi  eateft  Reputation  ;  and  I  fometimes 
have  tranferibed  a  Paflage  or  two  from  a  Book 
which  I  judged  to  be  the  only  valuable  Particulars 

3  in 
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jn  it.  A  great  Part  of  the  Materials  will  therefore, 
I  hope,  be  found  good,  how  unfkilful  foever  the  Ar- 
chitedt  may  appear. 

Upon  a  Review,  I  find  that  ibme  Notes  are  not 
divided  into  their  proper  Breaks  ;  as  in  my  Abridg¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Lord’ s  Bifcovery  of  the  Seff  of  the 
Banians,  &c.  an  Imperfection  I  did  not  difcover 
till  it  was  paft  Remedy.  There  likewife  are  Inac¬ 
curacies,  here  and  there,  in  the  Orthography Jj  and 
the  Pointing.  Some  Things  will  appear  to  a  Difad- 
vantage,  occafioned  by  my  not  procuring  certain 
Books  early  enough.  Perhaps  too,  there  are  a  few 
Repetitions,  which  muff  be  owing  to  my  having 
been  often  obliged  to  lay  afide  this  Work  for  a 
confiderable  Time. 

Many  of  the  Quotations  in  Verfe,  are  not  intro¬ 
duced  for  the  Beauty  of  the  Numbers,  but  merely 
on  Account  of  the  Thought,  and  as  this  fliited  my 
Purpofe.  No  intelligent  Reader  will  coniider  thefe 
as  Proofs,  but  only  as  fo  many  Flights  fuggefted  by 
the  Imagination  of  the  Poet,  I  gi^rig  them  only 
as  Rich. 

The  original  Letters,  confifting  of  25  Volumes, 
(as  was  obferved)  fell  for  near  four  Pounds  >  and  as 
I  (half  reduce  them  to  almofic  a  third  Part  of  that 
Sum,  this,  I  hope,  will  be  ccnfidered  as  f  e  little 
Merit.  The  two  'Octavos  now  pubîiFcd  include 
about  ten  Volumes  of  the  Original;  and  .the 
remaining,  fifteen,  befides  fonae  other  curious 
Pieces  which  I  intend  to  introduce,  will  make 
three  Odavo  Volumes  more.  The  Reader  will  pleafe 
to  obferve,  that  I  have  not  brought  the  Other 
Pieces,  interwoven  by  rne,  into  the  abovementioned 
Account  of  the  Expence. 

.  Several  eminent  Authors,  of  different  Nations, 
have  had  Recourfe  to  the  Lettres  édifiante, s  &  eu- 
rieufes,  as  to  a  Storehoufe,  and  borrowed  a  confi¬ 
derable  Number  of  Pa.nicu.lars  from  them  ;  and, 

a  2  among 
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among  others,  our  Royal  Society,  who  introduced 

fme  Difcoveries  of  thefe  Fathers  into  their  Tran- 

J  actions . 

,  — 1 my,  ?ri§inaIs’  notwithftanding  their 
hemg  fluffed  with  fuch  a  Multitude  of  tedious  and 
mbgnincant  Particulars,  have  borne  various  Edi- 
t.ons  m  France.  When  they  firft  came  to  my 
Hands,  which  was  fome  Years  fince,  I  thought 

E  Tf  efCdknt  Materia!s>  and,  for 

that  Reafo.n  Ircfolv.ed  to  attempt  a  Verfion  of  the 

molt  valuable  Parts  of  them,  the  firft  Opportu¬ 
nity ,  and  communicating  my  Defign  to  a  few 
Pnends,  of  known  Tafte  and  Learning,  they 

ÏÏrL'jr?,  Ve'Z  mUCk  1  amfcnfible 
a,L  4s  ,  n  w,th  Tranflators  as  with  Lovers* 
each  of  them  fliai!  fancy  numberlefs  Beauties  in  the 
-everal  Objects  of  their  Delight,  which  are  quite 
mvuible  to  all  but  themfelves  :  But  I  hope  none  of 
my  Prejudices  in  Favour  of  the  prefent  Work  are 
fo  ‘^S1  sanded.  I  Dial!  oblerve,  .by  the  Way,’that 
our  Jefuits  betters  are  lefs  cl'ogg’d  with  Corver 
,”d  "to*.  *.  Mm  »  procSl  ™£ 
“  ?""8  »  iWr  finding  ,h«  fuch  P„ti. 
lu.ar.,,  inltead  of  recommending  their  Comnofi- 
tions  very  much  prejudiced  the  Sale  of  them?  o- 

Rmde?7  !ad  exhaufted  the  Faich  of  their 

1  have  mentioned  the  Titles  of  all  fuch  Letters  as 
are  entirely  omitted  by  me,  and  their  feveral  Sub 
jeas  When  the  whole  Work  is  finilhed,  Ï  defied 
to  «ad  a  copious  Index  ;  prefuming  it  more  ufefil 

S&iSF'  °“'  » gjf*  “ 

.  4s  a  confiderable  Number  of  Jefuits  are  fettl-rf 

siKiw  mm  «s.  , 

yVc  -^TOuiiced  a  curious  Map  „ of  thofe  Parts 

in ®f-  la  Croze’s  Hijloire  du  Chrl 
J*um/Jtae  aes  Inaes^  widi  which  exceilent  Work  I 

i  i  have 
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Lave  made  very  free.  The  various  Sculptures  and 
Maps,  given  by  the  Jefuits  in  thefe  Letters,  will  all 
be  introduced  in  their  proper  Places,  a  very  few 
excepted,  which  can  be  of  no  Ufe  -,  and  particularly 
One  inferred  in  the  fixth  Volume  of  my  Originals, 
pag.  xxxi,  reprefenting  the  New  Philippines ,  or  los 
Palaos ,  as  pretended  to  have  been  laid  down,  with 
Pebbles,  by  a  Native  of  them  ;  this  Map  appearing 
to  me  a  mere  Chimæra. 

During  the  Courfe  of  this  Work  my  Qbjedt  was 
Truth,  to  dii cover  which  I  fpared  no  Pains,  as  will, 
I  prefame,  be  evident  on  many  Occaliofts,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  in  my  Enquiries  concerning  the  Neè)  Phi¬ 
lippine  Hands,  or  los  Palaos  ;  the  Sources  of  the 
Nile?  the  Jews  who  are  faid  to  have  lived,  from 
Time  immemorial,  in  China  ;  and  the  Religion  of 
the  Eaft-Indians  :  I  indeed  have  extracted  many  Paf- 
fages  from  the  Antagonists  of  our  Fathers,  without 
examining  them  critically;  they  being  given  by  me 
merely  on  the  Authority  of  the  feveral  Writers,  by 
which  therefore  I  defire  they  may  fland  or  fall,  f 
doubtlefs  may  often  have  mill  of  what  I  fo  zealouily 
fought  after  on  every  Occafion,  which  might  pro¬ 
ceed  from  my  little  Abilities,  my  fmall  Stock  of 
Reading  ;  and  the  Liberty  that  a  Multitude  of 
Travellers,  befides  the  Jefuits,  take,  to  amplify  and 
difguife  Matters.  However,  my  Intention  was 
good,  and  this  alone  will  jultify  me  in  the  Minds 
of  all  candid  Readers. 

The  Public  may  be  allured,  that  I  have  endea¬ 
voured  to  make  my  Verfion  not  altogether  un¬ 
worthy  their  Notice.  I  am  fenfible  that  Stis  not  e- 
qually  correct,  or  well  turned,  in  all  Places,  which 
was  owing  to  a  Variety  of  Accidents.  For  not  to 
cbferve,  among  other  Things,  that  I  fometimes 
thought  the  Subject  did  not  require  much  poli. filing  ; 
kiv  no  very  eafy  Talk  to  trahflate  thefe  Letters 
with  Spirit,  and  to  giv£  them  the  Air  of  an  Ori si- 
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nal,  they  being  writ  in  a  Style  quite  differeht  from 
that  of  moft  other  Travellers  ;  and  the  Subjects  in¬ 
finitely  various.  However,  tho*  I  may  ofteii  have 
been  too  negligent  with  regard  to  the  Diftion,  J  yet 
was  ever  extremely  careful  as  to  the  Senfe  •  and  can 
affirm  that  Ï  have  been  no  Ids  fo,  in  comparing  e- 
very  Word  throughout  the  whole  Verfion  with  the 
feveral  Originals,  and  in  correcting  the  Proofs.  Jp 
infill  on  thefe  Particulars,  becaufe  they  are  fre¬ 
quently  difregarded  (and  are  too  often  forced  to  be 
fo)  by  Tranflators  and  Compilers.  Hard  Fate,  that 
a  Sett  of  Men,  the  Grace  and  Elegance  of  whole 
Performances  depend  very  much  on  a  pleafing 
Flow  of  the  Spirits,  fhould,  by  the  Pittance  they 
commonly  receive  for  their  Labours,  be  quite  de- 
preffed  in  their  nobleft  Faculties  !  On  the  other 
Hand,  fo  many  Expences  attend  a  Tran  dation  be¬ 
fore  it  appears  in  the  World  ;  and  then  its  Fate  is 
fo  very  precarious, that  often  ’tis  not  in  the  Power  of 
Booldellers  to  pay  a  Writer  fuitably  to  his  Abili¬ 
ties,  and  the  Pains  he  may  have  taken. 

To  conclude:  Ï Let  about  this  Work  by  Way  of 
Amufement,  and  to  revive  a  favourite  Study.  Geo¬ 
graphy,  and  Books  of  Voyages  and  Travels,  had 
ever  afforded  me  a  mofl  pleafing  Entertainment  ; 
but  I  had  been  forced  to  lay  them  afide  many  Years! 
*T was  therefore  with  peculiar  Satisfa&ion  that  I  re- 
fumed  them  ;  and  I  only  wifii  that  the  intelligent 
Reader  may  not  difcover  too  much  of  the  PunTl  in 
my  Performance.  4 

*  '•  M  ■  -  v  ’  J_ 
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OF  THE 

JE  SUITS, 

INTO 

Various  Parts  of  theWORLD: 

Extracted  from  their  LETTERS. 


Father  Martin,  to  Father  De  Villette. 

Balia  fore  *,  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Bengal,  Jan,  30»  1699  j. 

Reverend  Father 9 

I  H  AYE  received  the  Letters  you  was  fo  good 
as  co  fend  me.  I  will  not  tell  you  the  Pleafure 
Î  felt,  when  thefe  kind  Teftimonies  of  your 
:  Friendfhip  came  to  my  Hands.  3Tis  a  greater  Sa» 

*  This  Town  is  fi mated  near  the  Mouth  of  a  River  of  the 
fame  Name,  which  empties  idelf  in  the  Bay  of  Bet® a/.  Here 
!  aI]  European  Ships,  bound  for  Bengal  and  the  Ganges f  take  in  a 

Pilot.  ’Tisa  Town  of  fome  Trade,  and  the  Englifb  have  a 
f  Fadlory  there. 

t  England  we  ffiould  write  it  thus,  30.  January  : 

but  the  French  do  not  begin  the  Year  differently  ;  that  is,  fome 
the  iff  of  j  anu  ary,  and  others  the  23  th  of  Marché  and  confer 
quentiy  avoid  a  great  deal  of  Confufion  often  occafioned  in  Eng¬ 
land,  by  our  ridiculous  Manner  of  beginning  the  Year  at  two  dif¬ 
ferent  Times.  The  French  always  begin  their  Year  with  the  iR 
©f  January. 

iY  Be  Voh  L  of  the  Original  begins  with  the  Letter  above. 

B  tisfaftion 


2  TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits.  . 

t'sfa£lion  to  us  Travellers  than  you  can  imagine,  to 
find  in  fuch  far  diftant  Countries,  that  our  Friends 
have  not  forgot  us  -,  but  on  the  contrary,  t 
thev  whilft  we  are  combatting,  lift  up  their  Hands 
to  Heaven,  and  affift  us  with  their  Prayers.  I  can 
affure  you,  1  have  had  great  Occafion  for  them  fines 
I  left  you,  and  have  been  expoled  to  imminent 

I  came  into  India  by  Order  of  my  Superiors  1 
will  own  that  l  was  not  difpleafed  to  leave  Per/m,  1 
be  in»  defirous  of  engaging  m  another  Million, 
imagining  it  to  be  more  laborious,  and  more  ex- 
pofed  to  Sufferings.  I  met  with  what  I  fought  .or 
fooner  than  I  expefted.  In  the  Voyage  I  was  taken 
by  the  Arabs ,  and  impnfoned.  for  refufing  to  ern- 
brace  the  Mahommeian  Religion.  i  hole  Intide  s 
could  not  difcover  who  we  (Father  Beauvollier  my 
Companion,  and  myfelf)  were  ;  tho’ they  did  all 
that  lay  in  their  Power  for  that  Purpofe,  and 
ftill  thought  that  we  were  born  in  Conjtanttnople. 
What  milled  them  on  this  Occafion  was,  our  reading 
“Hooks  in  the  ? urkijh  and  Perftan  Languages.  We 
did  not  endeavour  to  undeceive  ’em,  till  one  of 
’em  infilled  upon  our  profeffing  their  abominable 
Re!i°ion -,  upon  which  we  declared  a.oud,  that  we 
were° Chriftians,  but  at  the  fame  time  concealed  our 
native  Country.  We  then  inveighed  againft  their 
Impoftor  Mahommed,  which  exafperated  them  to  iuch 
a  Decree,  that  they  feized  our  Ship,  tho  it  belong¬ 
ed  to  Moors  ;  and  carrying  us  on  Shore  threw  us  in¬ 
to  Prifon  *.  They  took  my  Companion  and  my- 
felffevera!  times  before  the  Magilfrates,  to  feduce 
us,  if  poffible  ;  but  finding  that,  by  God  s  Mercy, 
wè  were  always  firm  and  refolute,  they  at  laft  grew 
weary  of  perfecuting  us  ;  and  thereupon  lent  an  Rx- 

*  It  was  very  natural  fertile  Arabs  to  do  this  ;  nothing  being 
more  apTto  inœnfe  a  People,  than  to  hear  their  Religion  made 

Che  Obje&  of  Ridicule.  prefs 


TRAVELS  of  the  Je  SUITS.  ^ 

prefs  to  the  Governor,  to  know  in  what  Manner 
they  mould  diipoie  of  us.  Orders  were  lent  to  let 
us  at  Liberty,  provided  we  were  not  Frankis,  or  Eu- 
ropeans,  which  thefe  People  hardly  fufpefted,  as  we 
always  1  poke  the  Furkijh  Language  ;  and  as  Father 
Beauvolher  read  none  but  Arabic  Books,  and  myfelf 
others  writ  in  Perftan.  Thus  God  did  not  think 
us  worthy  of  fuffenng  Death  on  this  Occafion,  for 
the  Glory  of  his  holy  Name  ;  fo  that  we  efcaped,  af¬ 
ter  having  been  nnprifoned,  and  otherwife  ill-treat- 
cd  *. 

Lomi  tu  en  ce  we  came  to  Surat  L,  where  Father 


i  is  obfcrved  that  the  Roman-Catholicks  are  as  zealous  in 
propagating  their  Religion  among  Heathi  ns,  as  the  Proteftants 
are  negligent  in  that  Particular,  feme  of  our  Factories  not  hav'in- 
a  tingle  Chaplain  ;  whilil  the  Romilh  Miffionaries  not  only  vifi? 
Sea- Ports,  but  mlinuate  themfelves  into  Capital  Cities,  and 
îhe^mou-  inland  Countries,  and  there  build  Churches,  Cfc. 

I  Lee  moft  famous  trading  City  in  India,  and  fubjedt  to  the 
Great  Mogul.  .  ,  l  o  this  I  mufl  add,  that  Surat  is  two  or 

three  1\4 iÇs  round,  i L  vailiy  populous,  and  the  Bazar  or  Mar- 
ket-i  lace  is  thronged  with  Merchants.  The  Great  Mogul  an- 
pomes  the  Governor  or  the  Cattle  ;  and  there  alfo  is  a  Governor 
of  the  City,  who  is  Lieutenant  or  Deputy  to  the  Viceroy  or  the 
Province.  T  he  Moors  have  the  foie  Government  here  as  in  all 
other  Downs  in  India  fabject  to  the  Great  Mogul.  The  EnMifh 
French  ana  Dutch,  carry  on  a  great  Trade  in  this  City,  the  Na’ 

tives  ol  winch  are  either  Moors,  Banians ,  Ptrfees  or  Halichors 
who  are  employed  in  the  vilett  Offices.  Tho’  it  is  fo  vattly  po¬ 
pulous,  yet  ,ew  Tumults  ever  happen  in  it.  Moft  Nations  here 
have  their  several  Burymg-places  out  of  the  Town.  That  of  the 
Perfees,  who  expofe  their  Dead  to  be  devoured  by  Vultures 
orms  one  of  the  moft  Blocking  Spectacles  that  can  be  feen. 

I  ne  Enghjh  and  Dutch  have  alfo  their  Burying- Places  ;  in  the 
latter  of  which,  a  Monument  is  built,  embelliflied  with  three  ca- 
paciou.3  I  unch-Bowls ,  where  the  Dutch ,  according  to  the  Requell 
of  the  Commander  who  lies  buried  there,  frequently  make  mer- 
-  Phe  P  ref  dent  of  our  Eaft  Lidia  Company  at  Surat  lives 
In  State,  and  fupermtends  all  their  Settlements  on  the  Weil 
and  iNorth  of  India.  This  Prefdent  is  refpeded  almofl  as  much 
as  the  Governor.  The  Europeans  fettled  here  fuffer  oreatlv 
whenever  any  Ships  of  the  Moors  are  taken  by  Pirates.  The 
i  toors.  Banians »  Armenians,  J 'eves  and  Arabs ,  carry  on  a  much 
greater  i  rade  than  either  the  Eng/ijh ,  French  or  Dutch. 

T  2  Beau - 
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Beauvollier  continued,  in  order  to  be  Superiour  of 
the  Houfe  belonging  to  our  Society  in  that  City.  1 
my  felf  did  not  make  any  Stay  there,  but  went  to 
Bernal  ;  after  having  run  the  Hazard,  more  than 
once,  of  falling  into  the  Hands  of  the  Dutch . 

Affoon  as  Î  was  arrived  in  that  noble  Kingdom, 
which  is  fubjed  to  the  Mohammedans ,  tho5  almoft  all 
the  People  are  Idolaters,  I  began  to  apply  myfelf 
affiduoufly  to  the  Study  of  the  Bengal  Language. 

In  five  Months  I  made  fuch  a  Progrefs  in  it,  that 
I  was  qualified  to  difguife  myfelf,  and  enter  into  a 
famous  Univerfity  of  Bramins  ||.  As  we  hitherto 
had  acquired  but  a  very  flight  Knowledge  of  their 
Religion,  our  Fathers  were  defirous  that  I  fliould  re- 
fide  two  or  three  Years  there,  in  order  that  I  might 
learn  it  perfectly.  This  I  had  determined,  and  was 
going  to  put  my  Defign  in  execution,  when  a  furi¬ 
ous  War  breaking  out  on  a  hidden,  between  the  Ma - 
hommedans  and  Idolaters  -,  there  was  no  Safety  for  any 
one,  efpecially  for  Europeans .  Upon  this,  my  Su- 
periours  permitted  me  to  go  into  a  neighbouring 
Kingdom  *  called  Orim  -,  after  which  I  went  with 
three  more  Fathers  to  Pondicherry  J,  the  only  tole¬ 
rable  Fortrefs  the  French  poiTefs  in  India .  The 
Dutch  took  it  about  five  Years  fmce.  We  have  a 
handfome  Church  there,  of  which  we  are  again  to 
take  Poffeffion,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  is  reftored  to 

the  French.  .  T 

Here,  excellent  Father,  we  fhall  be  in  the  Neigh- 
bourhood  of  the  hliffion  oi  Ivlcuhird  _p ,  the  nobleft,  j- 

II  Prieits  among  the  idolatrous  Eaft  Indians. 

*  Thefe  Jefuits  in  their  Travels  often  give  the  Name  Oi  King¬ 
dom  to  what  we  call  Province.  Qrixa  is  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal , 

©n  this  Side  the  Ganges. 

J  On  the  Coafi  of  Coromandel.  ...  I  fhall  add,  tnat  it  is  alio 
called  Pullkhery ,  and  is  one  of  the  prettieft  Fortifications  in  the 

E  aft  Indies.  .  . 

f  An  inland  Kingdom,  in  the  great  Pemnfula,  on  this  bide 

the  Ganges. 


in 
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in  my  Opinion,  in  the  World.  Seven  Jefuits,  moil 
of  them  Portuguefe ,  are  employed  there.  The  Peo- 
pie  of  Madura  have  no  Communication  with  the 
Europeans ,  who,  by  their  riotous  Excelles,  have 
corrupted  all  the  Chridians  in  India.  The  Madu- 
rans  fpend  their  Lives  with  the  utmod  Sobriety  and 
Frugality,  they  not  concerning  themfelves  with  traf¬ 
fic,  but  are  contented  with  the  Food  and  Raiment 
which  their  native  Country  fupplies  them  with. 

The  MifTionaries  lead  an  extremely  mortified 
Lite.  Their  only  Drefs  is  a  long  Piece  of  Linnen 
Cloth  wound  about  their  Bodies  ;  and  they  wear 
Sandals,  which,  by  their  Shape,  are  exceedingly 
troublefome.  They  abdain  totally  from  Bread, 
Vine,  all  Sorts  of  IVIeat,  and  even  Fifh.  They  eat 
nothing  but  Rice,  Pulfe  and  Herbs,  plain,  and 
without  Seafoning  of  any  Kind  :  And  dis  with  great 
Difficulty  they  get  a  little  Flower  to  make  Wafers 
with,  and  Wine  for  the  Mafs.  They  are  not  known 
to  be  Europeans  ;  for  were  the  Natives  to  have  the 
lead  Notion  of  this,  the  Fathers  would  be  obliged 
to  quit  the  Country,  fince  it  would  be  impoffible 
tor  them  to  do  any  good  there.  Several  Motives 
prompt  the  Indians  to  have  the  Europeans  in  fo  much 
Horror.  Great  Cruelties  have  been  committed  in 
their  Countries;  they  have  been  Eye-witnefies  to  the 
mod  fhocking  Examples  of  Vices  of  every  Kind. 
But  that  which  offends  sem  mod  is,  their  feeing  the 
Europeans  eatFlefh;  a  Pradice,  according  to  them, 
fo  very  horrid,  that  they  look  upon  all  who  make  it 
their  Food,  as  infamous. 

To  this  rigorous  Life  of  the  Miffionaries,  add  their 
continual  Danger  of  falling  into  the  Hands  of 
Thieves,  who  are  here  more  numerous  than  amono* 
the  Arabs .  .  The  Fathers  are  almod  afraid  of  keep» 
ing  any  Thing  under  Lock  and  Key,  for  fear  they 
fhould  be  fufpeded  of  hoarding  up  Riches.  They 
are  obliged  to  carry  and  preferve  all  their  little 

B  3  Move- 
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Moveables  in  earthen  Pots  or  VeiTels,  They  call 
themfelves  Bramins ,  that  is,  Divines ,  come  out  of 
the  North  to  teach  the  Lav/  of  the  true  God.  T  ho 
they  are  obliged  to  lead  a  Life  of  the  greateft  Poverty, 
and  require  but  little  Money  for  their  own  Support, 
they  yet  are  forced  to  expend  coniiderable  Sums  in 
maintaining  their  Catechifts  *  -,  not  to  mention  what 
is  extorted  from  them  by  the  Natives.  They  often 
fuffer  Perfecution  :  And  not  above  four  Years  fince, 
one  of  our  molt  famous  and  moil  holy  Miflionaries, 
was  beheaded  by  a  Prince  of  Maravas  t,  for  preach¬ 
ing  Chnft.  .  .  , 

Laid  Year,  Father  Bouvet  brought  hither  a 

con  fide  rable  Number  of  new  Miflionaries.  His  Ma- 
îefty’s  Squadron  iikewife  brought  in  a  fmall,  but  well 
chofen  Company,  who  are  defigned  for  this  wide- 
extended  Empire.  Xhefc  are  Jfatheis  Fcuque^  Ps™ 
If  on  and  d*  Entre  colle  ;  and  the  Brothers  Rhodes  and 
Fraperie ,  who  are  exceedingly  well-fkill’d  in  Phyfic. 
They  are  excellent  Men,  and  juftly  worthy  of  la¬ 
bouring  in  fo  fine  a  Vineyard.  Father  d  Entrecolle 
was  admired  for  the  Zeal  and  Cnanty  exerteu  by 
him  on  board.  The  Royal  Squadron  was  afflicted 
with  a  grievous  Mortality  in  India ^  which  fwept  a- 
way  a  great  Part  of  the  Crews;  I  being  then  with¬ 
in  an  hundred  Leagues  of  the  Port  where  the  Ships 
put  in.  The  Moment  we  heard  of  their  Calamity, 
myfelf,  with  Father  d9  Entrecolle ,  took  Boat  in  or¬ 
der  to  go  and  fuccour  them.  At  our  Arrival,  we 
found  two  Chaplains  were  dead,  and  that  all  the 
Surgeons  of  the  feveral  Ships  were  either  dead  or 

*  Catechifts  are  Perfons  who  are  perfe&ly  inftru&ed  by  the  Je- 
fuits,  in  the  Myfteries  of  the  Chriftian  Religion  ;  and  whom 
they  fend  before  them  into  the  feveral  Villages,  to  teach  the  in¬ 
habitants  what  fuch  Catechifts  had  learn’d.  They  keep  an  ex¬ 
act  Regifter  of  thofe  who  want  to  be  baptized,  or  to  receive  the 
Sacraments  ;  of  fuch  as  are  engaged  in  Cornells,  lead  bad  Lives, 
,  çzfc, 

J  A  fmall  Kingdom  between  Madura  and  the  Filhing  Coaft. 
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fick  ;  fo  that  we  were  obliged,  during  two  Months, 
to  ferve  as  Phyficians,  Surgeons,  Chaplains,  and  In- 
fpectors.  The  Monfoons  made  it  neceffary  for  Fa¬ 
ther  d* Entrecolle  to  fet  out  with  Father  Fouquet  and 
Brother  Fraperie ,  who  alfo  came  (after  us)  to  affid  in 
his  Majedy’s  Ships  ;  fo  that  I  was  left  almoft  alone, 
for  a  confiderable  Time,  having  the  Care  of  above 
five  hundred  fick  Perfons,  fome  of  whom  were  in¬ 
fected  with  contagious  Didempers.  Two  more  Je- 
fuits  came  afterwards,  and  fhared  in  this  holy  La¬ 
bour  ^  tho5  they  little  expected  to  have  an  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  doing  their  Countrymen  fuch  important 
Services  in  this  Part  of  the  World. 

The  Hand  of  God  was  evidently  feen  on  this  Oc- 
cafion.  ’Twas  next  to  a  Miracle  that  we  had  an 
Opportunity  of  faving  the  King’s  Ships  ;  I  don’t 
fay  all,  the  Indian ,  one  of  the  fined,  being  cad 
away  on  the  Coad  of  Pegu ,  where  the  Crews  fell 
fick.  None  of  the  Ships  got  off  fafe,  except  that 
which  feparated  from  the  red,  in  order  to  go  and 
carry  Fathers  Fachard  and  de  la  Breuille  to  Merguy , 
a  Town  in  Siam.  So  heavy  a  Calamity  drongly  af¬ 
fected  many  in  the  Fleet,  and  contributed  to  lead 
5em  into  the  Paths  of  Salvation.  The  Squadron, 
tho*  it  has  lod  one  Ship,  is  now  in  good  Condition. 

In  a  few  Days  we  dial!  take  Poffeffion  of  Pondi¬ 
cherry  .  God  grant  I  may  continue  there  no  longer 
time  than  will  be  fufficient  for  me  to  get  fome  little 
Infight  into  the  Language  of  the  Country,  which 
will  be  of  the  greated  Advantage  to  my  favourite 
Miffion  at  Madura.  This  Language  is  quite  dide¬ 
rent  from  that  fpoke  by  the  Furks ,  the  Perjians ,  the 
Moors ,  and  the  Inhabitants  of  Bengal ,  all  which  I 
have  already  learnt.  The  Perfian  and  Moorijh 
Languages  will  be  of  vad  Service  to  me ,  there  being 
a  greater  Number  of  Mahommedans  difperfed  up  and 
down  the  Inland  Countries  ;  and  the  Porluguefe 
Tongue  will  like  wife  be  of  IJfe,  as  it  will  enable 

B  4  me. 
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me  to  converfe  with  our  Fathers  born  in  that 
Country. 

I  am ,  with  great  RefpeSf , 

Reverend  Father , 

mofl  humble  and  moft  obedient 
Servant ,  Martin. 

\ 

Father  Maudutt,  to  Father  Le  Gobi  en. 

Pouleour,  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
Sept.  29.  1700. 

Reverend  Father , 

I  Had  the  Confolation  to  receive  two  of  your  Let¬ 
ters,  the  firft  of  which  I  anfwered  above  a  Year 
iince  -,  and  will  now  anfwer  the  fécond  fent  me  from 
Pondicherry ,  where  his  Majelty’s  Ships  have  been 
happily  arrived  a  few  Days* 

I  went  to  Pondicherry ,  fometime  after  the  Depar¬ 
ture  of  thofe  Ships,  with  the  Defign  of  devoting 
myfelf  intirely  to  the  painful  and  laborious  Million 
of  Madura  \  and  accordingly  joined  with  Father 
Bouchet ,  who,  for  feveral  Years,  has  laboured  in  it 
with  wonderful  Succefs. 

I  fet  out  from  Pondicherry ,  the  2 1  ft  of  September 
1 699,  in  order  to  go  to  the  little  Mountain  not  far 
from  St.  Fhomas* s  -J.  I  went  thither  with  the  De¬ 
fign  of  learning  the  Language  perfectly  ;  and  to  en¬ 
quire  after  Places  where  we  might  fettle  our  new 
Mihion,  I  continued  but  two  Months  there, 

and  afterwards  returned  to  Pondicherry ,  from  whence 
I  went  in  the  Habit  of  a  Sanias  ||  to  Couttour , 
where  the  Million  of  Madura  was  firft  fettled.  Irt 

■f  Otberwife  called  Meliapour. 

||  A  Name  given  to  the  Friars  or  Religious  in  India. 
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the  Beginning  of  June  1700,  I  went  towards  Can- 
givaron,  a  Town  to  the  North  of  Pondicherry,  and 
there  immediately  began  my  fpiritual  Labours. 

I  muft  obferve,  that  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  the 
Miffionaries  fhould  lead  a  Life  of  the  greateft  Mor¬ 
tification,  in  order  to  win  over  the  Heathens,  who 
would  fliew  no  Regard  to  the  Law  of  the  true  God, 
nor  to  the  Preachers  of  it,  were  thefe  to  live  with 
lefs  Aufterity  than  their  Bramins  and  Sanias. 

lam.  See.  Mau  du  it. 

N.  B.  7 'he  next  tetter  (from  Father  Dola  ta  Father  !e  Gobien) 
being  to  the  fame  P urfofe  as  the  former,  is  therefore  omitted. 

Father  Bouchet,  to  Father  Le  Gobien. 


Reverend  Father,  Madura,  Dec.  1.  1700. 

OU  R  Million  at  Madura  is  in  a  more  flourilh- 
lng  State  than  ever.  We  have  buffered  four 
violent  Perfections  this  Year.  One  of  our  Miffio¬ 
naries  had  four  of  his  Teeth  beat  out  ;  and  I  am 
now  at  the  Prince’s  Court  *,  to  follicit  for  the  Li¬ 
berty  of  Father  Borghefe,  of  the  Family  of  Prince 
Borghefe  in  Rome  -,  that  Father  having  been  confined 
forty  Days  in  the  Prifon  of  Ficher apali  f .  You  have 
often  heard,  that  the  Miffionaries  of  Madura  eat 
neither  Meat,  Fifli,  nor  Eggs  ;  and  that  they  never 
urink  Wine  or  other  ftrong  Liquors,  but  live  in 
wretched  Huts  covered  with  Straw,  havino-  not  fo 
muen  as  a  Bv.d,  a  Chair,  or  Piece  of  Furniture  of  a- 
ny  Kind  ;  and  they  are  forced  to  take  their  Food 
without  either  Table,  Napkin,  Knife,  Fork  or 


* 


f  f«  P?.  iKiniSp°r  Nai?ue  i  thls  Countr7-  The  Natives  po f- 

f  lhe and  nartS; J  but  the  Coabcs  have  been  long  poffeffed 
by  the  Moors,  Dutch  Portuguese,  &c-  Madura  is  not  fruitful, 

S&3  itt 1  *  •*“  *•  *•«  »P 

f  The  City  in  which  the  King  of  Madura  ref  des. 

Spoon» 
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Spoon.  But  this  is  nothing  to  the  Sufferings  they 

undergo, 

1  am ,  &c.  J.  V.  Bouchet. 


Father  Duisse  to  the  Dir eBor  of  the  French 
Mijfons  ejiablijhed  in  China,  &c. 

Reverend  Father ,  Surat,  Jan.  28.  1701. 

I  Some  time  fmee  did  myfelf  the  Honour  to  write, 
to  inform  you  of  the  great  Advantages  which 
would  accrue  to  our  holy  Religion,  in  cafe  a  new 
Million  was  fettled  in  the  We  Hern  Provinces  of  the 
Mogul* s  Empire.  But  left  you  fhould  not  have  re¬ 
ceived  the  Letters  I  fent  you  by  Land,  I  will  here 
give  you  an  Abftraft  of  what  I  then  wrote. 

Tho3  the  Mahommedan  Religion  is  the  eftablifhed 
one  in  the  Great  Mogul’s  Court,  and  all  this  Prince’s 
Officers  profefs  that  Religion,  nëverthelefs  moil  of 
the  People  are  Idolaters  *s  infomuch  that  there  may  be 
two  or  three  hundred  Heathens  to  one  Mahometan. 
The  greateft  Part  of  thefe  People  are  governed  by 
Rajas,  who  recognize  the  Mogul  for  their  Sovereign  ; 
and  are  upon  much  the  fame  Foot,  in  Indojian ,  as  the 
Dukes  of  Guyenne ,  Brit  any  and  Normandy  were  for» 
merly  in  France. 

It  would  be  eafy  to  eftabliffi  Millions  in  the  Ter¬ 
ritories  of  thefe  feveral  Rajas ,  and  gather  an  abun¬ 
dant  Harveft.  This  Country,  which  extends  from 
the  Mouth  of  the  great  River  Indus ,  as  far  as  to¬ 
wards  Cabul ,  would  be,  in  my  Opinion,  the  fittçft 
Place  to  begin  that  important  Work.  I  have  been 
affured,  that  in  the  Mountains  which  feparate  Berfia 
from  the  Mogul’s  Empire,  there  were  Chriftians 
who  ufed  to  ftamp,  with  a  hot  Iron,  the  Figure  of 
a  Crofs  on  their  Bodies.  In  all  Probability  thefe 

Chriftians 
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Chriflians  are  but  nominally  iuch  ;  and  are  diftin- 
guifhed  (as  Chriflians)  from  the  Mahommedans  and 
Heathens,  only  by  that  exterior  Mark  *,  yet  this 
might  be  of  Ufe  to  make  them  embrace  a  Religion, 
which,  Stis  very  probable,  was  anciently  profefledin 
their  Country. 

In  thefe  Mountains  are  alfo  whole  Colonies  of 
thofe  ancient  Perjians  called  Gavers  *  in  Perfia ,  and 
Perfces  +  in  Surat,  and  the  Parts  adjacent,  where 

great 

_  *  They  are  commonly  called  Gaures,  as  in  Fngli/h.  This 
Word  is  originally  Hebrew,  and  lignifies,  to  wander ,  to  travel, 
and  ugurativeiy,  to  deviate  from  the  Truth. 

T  According  to  d1  Herbelot,  Biblioth.  Orient.  Paris  1697,  un¬ 
der  tne  Article  PAR  SI,  (by  which  a  Perfee  is  meant)  Parli, 
which  properly  fignifies  a  Perfian  in  general,  now  implies  only  an 
ancient  Perfian,  an  Idolater,  who  is  a  profejfedWorfbipper  of  Fire. 
The  greatef  Part  of  thefe  Perfees  withdrew  into  India,  after  Sha 
Ai  boas  had  démoli jbed  all  the  ancient  Temples  of  Fire ,  preferved 
by  them  in  the  Mountain  called  Aivend.  However,  there  is  now 
a  Sort  of  Suburbs  called  Ghebr,  or  Ghiaour,  at  Ifpahan,  inhabit - 
ed  by  fever  al  of  theje  Perfees — To  this  I  fhall  add,  That  Men¬ 
tion  is  likewife  made  of  thefe  Perfees ,  by  the  famous  Pietro  della 
Valle,  in  his  f  iaggi ,  Part  I.  Page  2rz,  43.  Poma'1658,  4 to: 
Who  tells  us,  “  That  the  Natives  of  Perfia  are  of  various  Kinds; 
“  and  to  begin,  (fays  he)  by  the  lowed,  the  Gaures  or  Heathens; 

thefe,  according  to  fome,  kill  worfhip  the  Fire,  they  keeping 
“  it  in  with  extreme  Care.  „  .  All  I  fhall  now  fay  of  them  is* 
that  they  are  the  Defcendants  of  the  true  ancient  Perfian  *9 
“  from  the  Time  of  Alexander  the  Great  ;  but  being  per¬ 
fected  by  various  Nations  who  govern  that  Country,  they 
“  are  reduced  to  a  very  fmall  Number,  and  are  found  only  in 
three  or  four  Cities,  of  which  Ifpahan  is  one,  where  they  live 
“  in  a  feparate  Dikrift.”  His  Words  are  thefe.  I  naturali  di 
Per  fa,  fono  anche  di  pit  forti  ;  cioe,per  cominciar  da  gl  inf  mi,  i 
Gauri ,  ouero  Infedeli  ;  E  vogliono  alcuni,  che  infin  hoggi  adorino 
il  fuoco,  Perche  lo  confer uano,  e  cufoiifcono  con  gran  di/igenza. 

Son  le  reliquie  de  i  veri  Perfani  antichi ,  fn  dal  tempo  di  Aiejfan- 
dro  :  Ma  hoggidi  perfeguitati  da  diverfe  nationi ,  che  hanno  do- 
minato  nel  Paefe ,  fon  ridotti  a  pochifimi  ;  &  ce  ne  e  folo  in  tre  b 
quattro  città  di  Perfia,  una  delle  quali  e  Sphahan  ;  doue  hanno 
luogo  a  parte.  This  Part  of  de  la  Valle's  Voyage  was  writ  in 
1617.  Tavernier  alfo  mention  the  Gaures  or  Perfees.  We  are 
told  that  there  is  the  following  Dillinftion  between  the  Gaures  and 
the  P  erf  ans.  The  former  are  ugly_,  tawny,  and  of  a  different 

Mein 
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great  Numbers  of  them  are  fettled.  The  People  in 
queftion,  who  feem  to  have  a  Kindneft  for  us,  al¬ 
ways 

Mein  from  the  Per  fans  ;  they  are  all  Artificers,  and  marry  none 
but  Women  of  their  own  Nation  and  Seft  ;  whereas  moft  of  the 
Perjians  are  born  of  Georgians ,  who  are  the  lovelieft  Women  in 
the  World.  Olearius  likewife  fpeaks  of  them,  Pom.  II.  of  his 
Voyages.  But  the  moft  extenfive,  and  I  believe,,  the  moll  au¬ 
thentic  Account  of  thefe  Perfees  9  is  given  by  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Henry  lord ,  Chaplain  to  the  Eaji  India  Company  in  Surat , 
This  Book,  which  is  now  fcarce,  was  printed  at  London  in  1630. 
I  have  perufed  it,  and  find  that  their  Book  of  bcriptures  is  called 
Zundavafiaw  *.  [*  According  to  Dr.  Hyde,  this  fignifies,  an 

Infiniment  to  firike  Pire  with,  intimating  that  the  Defign  of  this 
Book  was  to  kindle  and  excite  Piety.]  Mr.  Lord  tells  us,  that  the 
Perfees  are  a  People  defcended  from  the  ancient  Per  flans,  in 
Times  not  long  after  the  Flood,  and  governed  by  their  own 
Kings,  till  the  Feign  of  Yefdegerd  ^above  a  thoufand  Years  fince) 
when  they  were  fubdu^d  by  the  Mahommedans.  Being  perfecuted, 
they  lied  away  in  feven  Junks,  to  India ,  where  they  were  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Banian  Rajas ,  to  whom  they  fubmitted,  upon  Con* 
dition  of  being  permitted  to  follow  their  own  Law  and  Religion. 
Molt  of  the  Pollerity  of  thefe  Perfees  being  alfigned  to  Hus¬ 
bandry,  forgot  the  Country  from  whence  they  came,  and  their 
Religion;  but  being  afterwards  found  by  the  Remains  of  their 
geft  living  in  Perfia9  they  were  told  by  them  the  feveral  Particu¬ 
lars  they  had  loit.  Their  Opinion,  with  regard  to  the  Creati¬ 
on  is  as  follows  :  That  God,  the  Creator  of  all  Things,  di¬ 
vided  this  great  Work  into  a  lixfold  Labour.  Firft,  he  made 
the  Heavens  with  their  Orbs  ;  the  Sun,  Moon  and  Stars  and  An¬ 
gels  ;  and  this  Heaven  was  defigned  for  the  Habitation  of  the 
Bleft.  The  fécond  Labour  was  the  making  of  Hell,  in  the  lower 
Part  of  the  World,  whence  he  banilhed  all  Light  and  Comfort, 
and  that  was  to  be  the  Place  of  the  Torment  of  the  Wicked. 
About  this  Time,  Lucifer,  the  chief  Angel,  and  others,  con- 
fpiring  againft  God,  in  order  to  gain  the  Sovereignty,  were 
thrown,  by  the  Creator,  into  Hell.  Then  God  form’d  the 
Earth  and  Sea,  his  third  Labour.  His  fourth  was  to  make  the 
Trees,  Plants  and  Herbs  ;  and  his  fifth,  the  making  Creatures  to 
replenilh  the  Earth  and  Waters,  as  Beads,  Birds  and  Fifties.  The 
laft  Labour  of  the  Creation  was  that  of  Man  and  Woman,  whom 
be  called  Adamah  and  Eaaah,  to  whom  all  the  reft  of  the  Crea¬ 
tures  were  to  be  fubjett.  *Tis  to  be  obferved,  that  God  refted 
five  Days  between  every  labour.  Lucifer  then  endeavoured,  in 
Qppofition  to  God,  to  tempt  Man  to  Wickednefs,  which  the 
Creator  perceiving,  he  appointed  certain  Infpeélors  over  his  feve¬ 
ral  Creatures,  to  preferve  ’em  from  the  evil  Spirit.  Mankind 

growing 
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way  shore  great  Averfion  to  the  Mahommedan  Tenets  ; 
infomuch  that  thofe  who  live  in  PcrJja 3  having  been 

ftrongly 

growing  very  wicked,  moft  of  them  were  deflroyed  by  a  Flood, 
a  few  being  preferved  ;  and  the  Poflerity  of  thefe  peopled  the 
Earth.  Thefe  Perfees ,  (accoidmg  to  Mirhand their  Hiftoriogra- 
pher)  in  Times  not  long  diitant  from  the  Flood,  had  a  Race  of 
Kings  by  whom  they  were  governed  during  above  a  thoufand 
Years,  the  laft  Monarch  being  7>/%m/abovementioned.  The 
Religion  of  thefe  Per  fees*  was  that  received  in  the  Reign  of  Gu- 
fiafpby  their  fixteenth  King  before  Tejdegerd \  whom  they  com¬ 
pute  their  forty-fifth  Monarch.  Their" Legiflator  was  named 
Zertoo/fy  [  This  mult  be  Zoroajler.  i.  e.  the  Friend  to  Fire.] 
He  was  bom  in  China,  his  Father  being  called  Efpintaman ,  and 
his  Mother  Dodoo.  This  Woman  conceiving,  had  a  dreadful 
Vifion  ;  fhe  fancying  that  the  Heavens  were  all  on  Fire  over  her 
Head  ;  when  fuddenly  four  horrid  Griffins  rufliing  in,  tore  the 
Child  fhe  was  pregnant  with  out  of  her  Womb  ;  but  a  Perfon  of 
a  goodly  Afped  csming  forward,  drove  away  the  Griffins,  and 
recovering  the  Child  returned  it  to  the  Womb  unhurt,  after 
which  the  Mother  awak’d  in  great  Terror.  Afterwards  ac¬ 
quainting  her  Husband  with  this  Vifion,  they  went  together  to 
a  Soothfayer,  and  informing  him  of  what  had  paft,  he  inter¬ 
preted  the  Vifion,  faying,  among  other  Particulars,  that  by  the 
Fire  fome  Revelation  was  fignified,  which  fhould  enlighten  the 
World.  ^  The  Child  being  born,  and  the  Frange  Things  related 
concerning  him,  the  King  of  China ,  fearing  that  he  would  de¬ 
prive  him  of  his  Dominions,  fent  certain  Perfons  to  deflroy 
Zertooji  ;  but  thefe  failing  in  their  Befign,  Zertooft's  Parents,  at 
his  Requeft,  retired  to  Perjîa,  where  they  all  arrived  fafe  in  the 
Reign  of  Gujiafph  above  mentioned  ;  his  Parents  applying  them- 
Pelves  to  Bufmefs,  in  order  to  fuppcrt  themfelves,  'and  Zertooji 
to  the  Service  of  God  and  Religion.  The  latter  going  one  Day 
into  the  Fields,  and  refle&ing  on  the  Wickednefs  of  Men,  con¬ 
sidered  that  it  was  partly  owing  to  the  Evil  Arts  o  î  Lucifer  t 
and  partly  to  the  want  Men  were  in  of  wholefome  Laws.!  Zer¬ 
tooji  travelling  on,  and  befeeching  God  to  favour  him  with  fome 
Revelation,  an  Angel  came  and  wafted  him  into  God’s  Prefence, 
where  the  Book  of  the  Law  was  delivered  to  him  ;  he  full  fee¬ 
ing,  in  a  Vifion,  the  State  of  all  Things,  pad,  prefent,  and  to 
come  ;  and  after  receiving  the  heavenly  Firealfo,  which  he  held  in 
his  Right  Hand,  the  Angel  Brought  him  back  again  to  the 
Earth.  Zertooji  was  then  met  by  Lucifer ,  who  tempted  him, 
but  to  no  Purpofe.  The  former  then  proceeded  to  the  City* 
where  King  Gujiafph  had  his  Refidence,  where  he  was  received 
with  the  ucmoft  Joy  by  his  Parents,  to  whom  he  related  all  he 
had  met  with  ;  and  thefe  Particulars  coming  to  the  Monarch’s 

Ear, 
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Wrongly  follicited  by  the  Sopbi  within  thefe  two  or 
three  Years,  to  turn  Mabomedans ,  they  earneftly 

befought 

/ v 

Ear,  he  fent  for  him,  and  became  aimed  a  Profelyte  to  his  new 
Religion.  But  now  the  Chief  Pried,  afraid  that  this  Innovation 
would  lofe  him  the  King’s  Favour,  confpired  againd  Zertoojl , 
who  thereupon  was  thrown  into  Prilon.  However,  his  Inno¬ 
cence  being  afterwards  difcover’d,  he  was  fet  at  Liberty,  and  re- 
dored  to  Gujlafptis  Faveur,  who  then  became  his  Convert.  The 
Book  which  God  delivered  to  Zertoojl  confided  of  three  Trafts, 
the  fird  treating  of  Judicial  Adrology,  the  fécond  of  Phyfic,  or 
the  natural  Caufes  of  Things,  and  the  third,  (called  Zertoojl , 
from  their  Legiflator)  contained  all  the  Precepts  relating  to  Re¬ 
ligion-  The  Ufe  of  the  fird  being  unlawful,  and  the  Knowledge 
of  the  latter  now  unnecefifary,  notice  is  taken  only  of  the  third 
Trad,  being  the  Book  of  their  Law.  This  Law  related  to  three 
Sorts  of  Men,  to  the  Laity,  the  Clergy,  and  the  High  Pried. 
As  the  Laity,  or  Behedin,  by  fecular  Occafions,  had  Iefs  Op¬ 
portunity  of  devoting  themfelves  to  Religion,  God  gave  only 
five  Commandments  to  them.  The  fird  advifes  their  having  al¬ 
ways  Shame  before  their  Eyes  ;  the  fécond,  Fear;  the  third,  to 
confider  whether  the  Aftion  they  are  going  to  commit  be  good  or 
bad  ;  the  fourth  that  every  Creature  they  firlb  fee  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing  he  made  a  Monitor  to  ihein  ;  that  in  Praying,  in  the 
Morning  they  turn  their  Faces  to  the  Sun,  and,  at  Night,  to¬ 
wards  the  Moon.  To  the  Clergy,  (called  Daroo  or  Herbood)  be¬ 
long  the  eleven  Precepts  following  ;  they  being  obliged  alfo  to 
obferve  driftly  the  five  direfted  to  the  Laity.  I.  To  know  in 
what  Manner  to  pray  to  God.  II.  To  keep  their  Eyes  from 
coveting  other  Men’s  Goods.  III.  To  take  Care  always  to  fpeak 
Truth.  IV.  To  confine  themfelves  wholly  to  their  own  Bud- 
nefs.  V.  To  learn  the  Zmdaojajlanoo  by  Heart.  VI.  To  keep 
themfelves  pure  and  undefiled  fioni  all  Things  that  pollute. 
VII.  To  forgive  all  Injuries.  VIII.  To  teach  the  vulgar  to 
pray.  IX.  To  give  Licenfe,  and  to  marry  People.  X.  To 
fpend  mod  of  their  Time  in  the  Temple.  XI.  To  believe,  up¬ 
on  Pain  of  Damnation,  in  no  other  Law  than  that  of  Zertoojl. 
The  High  Pried  or  Dtjloore,  beddes  the  drift  Obfervance  of  the 
iixteen  Precepts  abovementioned,  is  alfo  enjoyned  the  following, 

I.  Not  to  touch  any  Thing  belonging  to  a  drange  Cad  or  Sett, 
of  what  Religion  foever  ;  nor  any  Layman  of  his  own  Religion. 

II.  To  do  all  Things  belonging  to  himfelf  with  his  own  Hands. 

III.  To  take  the  Ty the  or  Tenth  of  the  Laity.  IV.  Not  to 
ufe  any  Pomp  or  Superfluity,  but  to  employ  his  whole  Reve¬ 
nue  in  good  Ufes.  V.  To  refide  near  the  Temple,  and  conti¬ 
nue  in  Prayer  and  Abdinence.  VI.  To  be  purer  than  others. 
VII.  His  Knowledge  mud  extend  to  every  Part  of  the  Zunda- 

1  <vàJlaox\ 
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befought  him  to  let  them  embrace  the  Chriftiaa 
Faith, 

?Tis 

'vaftanv.  VIII,  Never  to  eat  or  drink  to  Excefs.  IX.  To  fear 
no  one  but  God,  and  nothing  but  Sin.  X.  To  correél  every 
Man,  how  great  foever,  for  his  Sins.  XI.  To  be  able  to  dif- 
cern  in  what  Manner  both  Goo  and  Lucifer  reveal  thsmfefves, 
and  to  dilcern  between  Good,  and  Evil  XII  Never  to  reveal 
God’s  Secrets.  XIII.  To  keep  an  ever-living  Fire,  and  fay  his 
Prayers  over  it.  The  next  Particular  concluding  this  Traa, 
relates  to  the  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  this  Sett.  Firfl,  touch¬ 
ing  the  Liberty  (which  is  great)  allowed  in  Meats  and  Drinks. 
Secondly,  For  the  Feltivals  enjoy ned  by  their  Laws.  There  are 
iix  of  thefe  in  the  Year,  and  each  continues  live  Days  together, 
according  to  the  fix  Days  of  Creation.  Thirdly,  concern¬ 
ing  their  Falls  ;  they  obferving  a  five  Days  x4bllinence  after  eve¬ 
ry  F eah,  in  Memory  that  the  Lord  relied  five  Days  after  every 
one  of  his  Labours.  The  next  Particular  is  their  Worfhip  of 
Fire,  by  which  their  Religion  is  molt  remarkably  diflinguifhed 
from  that  of  other  Seels.  With  regard  to  the  Quality  of  the 
Fire,  the  firfl  brought  from  Heaven  by  Zertoofl ,  was  a  living 
Fire  that  nothing  could  extinguifh.  There  being  a  Defied  of 
this,  they  are  allowed  to  compofe  a  Fire  of  various  Mixtures,  to 
be  kept  living,  and  to  which  they  are  to  perform  their  Wor¬ 
fhip.  This  Fire  may  confifl  either  of  the  Sparks  flying  from 
the  Flint  ftmek  with  a  Steel,  or  that  made  by  the  Rubbing  of 
two  Sticks  together  ;  of  Fire  made  by  Lightning  falling  on 
fomething  apt  to  burn  ;  of  wild  Fire  ;  of  artificial  Fire  made  by 
Coal  or  Wood  ;  of  the  Fire  with  which  the  Banians  ufe  to  bum 
the  Bodies  of  their  Dead  ;  Laflly,  of  the  Fire  made  by  Burning 
GlaiTes  and  the  Sun  Beams  ;  of  all  which  Ingredients  they  com¬ 
pofe  their  idolatrous  Fire,  called  Àntisbeheraun ,  or  Religious 
Eire.  Great  Ceremonies  are  obferved  in  the  Worfhip  of  it. 
The  Dijioore ,  Herbood. ,  and  Affembly  encompafTmg  the  Fire,  at 
about  eleven  or  twelve  Foot  Diilance,  one  of  the  two  foil,  fpeaks 
as  follows  :  That  forafmuch  as  Fire  was  delivered  to  Zertoofi 

fuejr  Eaw~giver,  from  Almighty  God,  who  pronounced  it  to 
be  his  vdrtue  and  Excellence  ;  and  that  there  was  a  Law  de¬ 
livered  for  the  Worfhip  of  this  Fire,  confirmed  by  fo  many 
Miracles  ;  they  therefore  fhould  look  upon  it  as  holy  ;  fhould 
t  reverence  and  worfhip  it  as  a  Part  of  God,  who  is  of  the  fame 
**  Subfiance  ;  and  fhould  love  all  Things  that  refemble  it,  or 
are  like  to  it,  as  the  Sun  and  Moon  ( this -Jbaws  *wbat  Sort 
\ \  °f  A 'ftronomers  theYz rfees  are )  which  proceeded  from  ir,  and 
are  God's  two  Witneffes  againfl  him,  fhould  they  neglecl  the 
Religion  and  Worfhip  fo  enjoy n’d  ;  as  likewife  to  pray  to  God, 
that  he  would  forgive  them,  if,  in  the  ordinary  Ufes  of  this 

Element, 
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»Tis  plain,  Reverend  Father,  that  the  Harveft  is 
plentiful  in  thefe  wide-extended  Countries  ;  but  to 
r  gather 

**  Element,  fo  ferviceable  to  Man’s  Need,  they  fliould  either 
*«  fpjll  Water,  which  might  in  fome  Manner  quench  it,  or  fpit 
*(  in  it  unawares  ;  or  put  fuch  Fewel  to  it  to  keep' it  burning,^ 

as  was  impure,  and  unworthy  of  that  Holinefs  which  was  m  this 
««  Element  ;  orwhatfoever  Abufes  elfe  they  fiiouid  do,  as  they 
«*  ufed  it  in  the  neceffary  Services  of  their  Life.”  With  refpedT 
to  Baptifm  of  Children,  the  Daroo  pitching  upon  a  Name,  the 
Mother  pronounces  it*  in  the  Houfe  of  the  Barents.  i  he  Child 
is  afterwards  carried  to  the  Hggaree,  or  I  emple,  where  the  Da- 
too  pours  Water  into  the  Child,  and  befeeches  God  to  clean.e  it 
from  all  Pollution.  At  feven  Yeais  of  Age,  the  Child  is  carried 
by  his  Parents  to  the  Temple,  where  the  Daroo  inftrudts  him  in 
Religion,  puts  a  Linen  Ca flock  upon  him,  and  gives  him  a 
Girdle  of  Camel’s  Hair  ;  and  praying  that  he  may  adhere  fled- 
faitly  to  their  Religion,  he  then  is  look’d  upon  as  a  confirm’d 
Petjee .  As  to  their  Marriages,  thefe  are  of  five  Kinds  or  Claf- 
fies,  and  diftinguifhed  by  feveral  Names.  The  Perfees  think  that 
Marriage  conduces  to  the  obtaining  eternal  Happinefs  in  the  next 
World.  The  Ceremony  of  Marriage  is  as  follows  :  The  Parties 
meeting  at  fome  Houfe  about  Midnight,  are  fet  upon  a  Bed, 
when  two  Daroos,  (one  in  behalf  of  the  Bridegroom,  the  other 
of  the  Bride)  ask  the  feveral  Parties  whether  they  are  defirous 
of  being  married  ;  and  Anfwer  being  made  in  the  Affirmative, 
the  Darpos  join  their  Hands,  and  fcattering  Rice  (an  Emblem  of 
Fert  lity)  over  them,  pray  that  they  may  be  fruitful,  and  en¬ 
joy  every  Happinefs.  The  Nuptial  Feaft  is  kept  afterwards  for 
eight  Days,  and  then  the  Company  are  difmiffed,  the  Bride’s 
Parents  firft  giving  her  a  Dowry.  In  the  Burial  of  their  Dead, 
two  Things  are  remarkable.  Firft,  the  Place,  and  feconcly, 
the  Ceremonies  ufed.  As  to  the  Place,  two  large  round  1  ombs 
are  built,  in  the  Middle  of  which  the  Bones  are  laid  ;  and,  about 
the  Walls  lie  the  fhrouded  Carcafes.  One  of  thefe  Tombs  is  for 
the  Bones  of  the  Good,  the  other  for  thofe  of  the  Wicked. 
When  a  Perfon  is  to  be  buried,  the  Doroo  does  not  come  within 
ten  Foot  of  him  ;  but  appointing  the  Bearers  to  carry  him  in  an 
Iron  Bier  (for  Wood  mull  not  be  ufed,  becaufe  it  is  Fewel  to  Fire) 
all  move  along  in  Silence.  Being  come  to  the  Sepulchre,  the 
Daroo  fpeaks  thus  :  “  This  our  Brother,  whilft  he  lived,  con- 
**  fifted  ®f  the  four  Elements  ;  now  he  is  dead,  let  each  take  his 
4t  own.  Earth  to  Earth,  Air  to  Air,  Water  to  Water,  and  Fire 
6i  to  Fire.”  They  then  pray,  that  the  Devils  may  not  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  annoy  their  deceafed  Brother,  when  he  ftiall  repair  to 
the  holy  Fire  to  purge  himfelf  ;  they  fuppofing  that  the  Soul 
wanders  upon  Earth  for  three  Days,  and  afterwards  is  rewarded 
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gather  it  in,  two  Things  are  wanting,  firft  a  Set 
of  learned  and  virtuous  MiiTionaries  ;  and  fecondly, 
a  Fund  fufficient  for  their  Maintenance.  The  Per- 
fons  who  fhall  be  employed  in  this  new  Million, 
mud  not  only  be  inflamed  with  the  brightefl  Zeal, 
and  infpired  by  the  pureft  Virtue  ;  but  they  alfo 
muff  be  endued  with  fuch  Abilities  as  may  enable 
them  to  root  out  the  Errors  which  have  fo  long  pre¬ 
vailed  among  this  People,  and  to  infpire  ’em  with  a 
high  Idea  of  our  Religion.  If  thefe  Xmpreffions  are, 
in  the  Beginning,  flrong  and  lively  ;  and  fui  table, 
in  feme  Meafure,  to  the  Sublimity  of  our  Myfteries, 
I  am  perfuaded  it  will  never  be  erazed,  but  fecure 
the  Salvation  of  that  People.  On  the  contrary,  if 
the  ImprefHon  be  flight  and  fuperficial,  their  Faith 
and  their  Religion  will  be  the  fame  ;  by  which 
Means  little  or  nothing  will  be  done. 

We  may  juftly  hope  the  mod  happy  Effedls  with 
regard  to  the  Chriftian  Religion,  when  once  the 
Ipacious  Country  of  Indofian  fhall  be  divided  between 
the  Children  of  Aurengzebe ,  who  has  fo  long  fway’d 
the  Sceptre.  ’Tis  not  doubted  but  thefe  Princes 
will  countenance  the  Miffionaries,  and  protedl  ’em 
I  openly  in  all  the  Provinces  -,  efpecially  if  they  fhould 
be  fettled  there  at  Aurengzebe’ s  Death.  Prince  Shar 
lem  *,  his  elded  Son,  has  always  fhown  great  Kind- 

nefs 

erpunifhed,  and  goes  to  Heaven  or  Hell.  For  this  Reafon,  they 
affemble  during  three  Days  together,  at  Morning,  Noon  and 
Evening,  to  deprecate  all  Evils  from  the  Deceafed  ;  and  then 
making  a  Feftival  on  the  fourth  Day  the  Mourning  ends. 

As.  this  Subjeft  is  very  carious  ;  and  as  Mr.  Lord' s  Treatife 
upon  it  is  fcarce,  and  a  faithful  Epitome  of  it  is  given  here,  'tjs 
preiumed  the  learned  Reader  will  not  be  difpleafed  with  it.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  Hyde,  in  his  Hijîoria  religionis  ( vetenim  P 'erf arum, 

\  this  Firt-Worfhip  was  the  third  State  of  the  Religion  of  the  anci- 
ent  P erjtans  ;  He  adds,  that  they,  when  in  its  hrft  Ellate,  worfhip- 
:  ped  the  true  God  only  ;  and,  in  the  fécond.  Stars  and  Idols. 

*  He  is  called  Cha  Alem,  in  Englijb .  The  famous  Aurengzebe 
left  three  Sons  at  his  Death,  Cha  Alem ,  Azem  Dara,  and  Chau 

C  Buxt 
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nefs  to  fuch  of  our  Portuguese  Fathers  as  reflde  ttt 
Agra.  He  pŸèn  invited  lately  to  Cabul,  where  he 
now  is,  at  the  Head  of  a  confiderable  Army,  Fa¬ 
ther  M.agatlensi  formerly  a  Miffionary  at  Belly  and 
Agra  \  and  has  ordered  the  Governors  and  Officers 
in  the  feveral  Places  through  which  the  Father  in 
queftion  will  pafs,  to  furnifh  him  with  the  Neceffa- 
ries  requifite  for  his  Journey*  *Tis  thought  that 
the  Motive  .of  his  inviting  him  to  his  Court  is,  for 
him  to  fuperintend  the  Chriftians  who  are  in  his 
Service, 

I  am%  &c*  Diusse. 

Father  Pelisson,  to  Father  De  la  Chaise, 
CotifeJJor  to  his  Majejly . 

Moft  reverend  Father ^  Canton,  Dec,  9.  1700* 

THE  Emperor  of  China  *  not  only  gave  the 
French  Jefuits  a  Houfe  within  his  Palace,  but 
granted  them,  fome  Time  after,  a  large  Piece  of 
Ground  adjoining  to  their  Houfe,  for  them  to  build 
a  Church  upon  ;  he  himfelf  promifing  to  contribute 
towards  the  Work.  The  26th  of  January  1700, 
Father  Gerbillon  going  to  the  Palace,  defired  the 
chief  Eunuch  of  the  Bed-chamber  to  inform  the  Em¬ 
peror,  that  the  Jefuits  were  preparing  to  raife  a 
Church  on  the  Spot  allotted  by  his  Majefty  ;  for 
which  Reafon  they  humbly  befought  him,  to  re¬ 
member  the  Promife  he  had  been  pieafed  to  make, 
of  contributing  towards  it  ;  an  Honour  they  fhould 
for  ever  remember.  The  Emperor  not  only  grant¬ 
ed  this  and  other  Favours,  but  likewife  commanded 
one  of  the  Mandarins  of  his  Palace  to  fuperintend 

who  ail  fought  for  the  Empire  after  their  Father’s  Deceafe, 
Which  happened  March  4,  1708.  After  various  Battles,  this 
Cha  Alertly  who  fil’d  himfelf  Büdour  Cha ,  got  Poifelfion  of  the 

Whole  Empire  in  1 708-, 

the 
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the  Edifice  ;  to  fliow  the  whole  Court,  that  his  Ma- 
Je%  had  the  Intereft  of  this  Church  at  Heart,  5Tis 
now  almofi:  finifned.  When  the  Emperor  was  pe¬ 
titioned  by  the  Fathers  for  Leave  to  build  it,  he 
anfwered.  That  as  the  raifing  a  Church  to  the  true 
Goa  was  a  holy  Thing,  he  therefore  was  refolved 
to  contribute  to  it,  in  honour  to  their  Religion  and 
their  Perfons;  and  would  give  Orders  for  furnifhino* 
the  feveral  Materials  necefikry.  In  one  of  the  Vifit s 
which  the  Jefuits  made  in  a  Body,  to  the  Emperor 
at  Peking,  he  gave  each  of  them  two  Pieces  of  Silk 
and  Silver  to  the  Value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 

Livres.  We  have  now  three  Houfes  in  the  above- 
mentioned  City. 


A  cruel  Perfecution  broke  out,  this  Year,  in  f 
Cochin-China .  Here  follows  an  Extra#  of  the  Re» 
Iation  of  it,  written  by  Father  John  Anthony  Arnedo 
a  Spanijh  Jefuit.  His  Letter  is  dated  from  Sinoa 

f*iat  Kingdom  (f,  July  31,  1700. 

Inis  Feriecution  broke  out  the  14th  of  May 
1698.  The  King,  who  is  but  young,  andextreme- 
Jy  fuperfutious,  is  wuholly  devoted  to  the  Chineze 
Bonzes ,  or  Idol-Priefls,  whom  he  invited  into  his 
Kingdom.  He  has  two  Uncles  ;  and  thefe  he  con¬ 
fines  on  all  Occafions.  One  of  them,  who  has  the 
greateft  Afcendent  over  him,  is  a  profeffed  Enemy 
to  our  Religion.  Several  of  our  Churches  were  pul¬ 
led  down  ;  and  the  Perfecution  would  probably  have 
raged  ft  ill  more,  had  not  a  furious  Storm  made 

f  A  Jvingdorn  between  l'on  quin  and  Siam . 

I  believe  tis  called  in  En^lijh,  Stnuaja. 

n-  11  uT ha  N/hJeSCall“  ^nam>  or  the  Wert  Country,  it  lying  to 
Ve  i  he  Cochin-Cbineze  are  faid  to  refemble 

the  C hineze  in  Stature,  Feature  and  Complexion,  but  wear  their 
Hair  long;  and  they -eat  and  drink  like  the  Tonquineze.  The 
King  s  Court  is  kept  m  the  Province  of  Sinuva,  on  the  Frontiers 

1°  fo”Juw:  AWhaC  (ome  Jefuits  fay,  with  regard  to  this  People’s 
^excelling  m  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  particularly  their  great  Skill 
an  Gunnery,  U}  I  believe,  not  to  be  muck  depended  upon. 


C  2  dreadful 
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dreadful  Havock,  and  obliged  the  Idolaters  to  erri-* 
ploy  themfelves  wholly  in  repairing  the  Damages 
caufedby  it  :  Not  to  mention  that  I  then  foretold  art 
Eclipfe  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  feem’d  to  pleafe  the  Court; 
Upon  which  I  was  left  in  Pofteftion  of  my  Church 
and  the  Miftionaries  met  with  gentle  Treatment. 

The  Royal  Year  (every  twelfth)  came  about  foon 
after.  As  the  People  are  allowed,  during  that  Year, 
a  very  great  Liberty,  the  Chriftians  enjoyed  it  in 
common  with  them  ;  fo  that  we  then  performed  the 
feveral  Exercifes  of  our  Religion  in  as  publick  a  Man¬ 
ner  as  we  had  done  before  the  Perfecution*  In  the 
Beginning  of  1700,  fomeThieves,  or  rather  fomeE» 
nemies  to  the  Chriftians,  in  Hopes  of  bringing  them 
into  Trouble,  pulPd  down  and  broke  to  Pieces  the 
Idols  difperled  about  the  Countries.  The  King  ac- 
Cufed  the  Chriftians  of  this  Adtion,  not  doubting 
but  they  were  really  the  Authors  of  it.  He  was 
told,  at  the  fame  Time,  that  our  Churches  were 
very  much  crowded  on  AJJo-PE  ednefday  *,  whereupon 
lie  gave  Orders  to  maftacreall  the  Chriftians  the  firlt 
Time  they  fliould  aftemble  ;  but  I  hearing  of  this 
the  fixth  of  Marché  prevented  their  Meeting. 

There  were  then  five  European  Miffionaries  in 
that  City.  The  12th  of  March  the  Idolaters  came, 
arnftd,  into  Our  Churches,  feized  our  Servants, 
plundered  our  Houfes  of  every  Thing  they  could 
lay  Hands  on,  and  confined  the  feveral  Miffionaries 
to  their  Churches.  Four  of  them  at  that  Time  in 
the  City, -were  carried  to  the  State-Prifons  -,  and 
the  %  Conga  was  put  about  the  Necks  of  three.  I 
liiyfelf  being  feized,  was  fet  at  Liberty  the  next  Day, 
as  being  a  Mathematician. 

The  17th,  the  Prince’s  Edidt  was  publifhed, 
commanding  all  the  Chriftian  Churches  in  the  King¬ 
dom  to  be  pull’d  down.  It  likewife  enadted,  that 

■j;  The  Conga  is  an  Infiniment  made  of  two  very  heavy  Boards, 
cut  circular  in  the  Middle  i  and,  being  joined,  fallen  the  Neck  in. 
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the  feveral  Books  relating  to  our  Religion  fhould  be 
burnt,  and  all  the  Miffionaries  feiz’d  \  that  thofe 
who  had  embraced  the  Chriftian  Faith,  fhould  re¬ 
turn  to  the  eftablifhed  Religion  of  the  Country  ^ 
and  that,  as  a  Teftimony  of  Obedience,  all  Perfons 
in  general,  both  Chriftians  and  Idolaters,  Men  and 
Women,  young  and  old,  fhould  trample  under 
Foot  the  Image  of  our  Saviour,  the  principal  one 
we  fet  up  on  the  Altar  in  our  Churches,  in  Sight 
of  the  whole  Congregation,  This  Order  was  im¬ 
mediately  executed  in  the  Palace,  in  the  Houfes  of 
the  Mandarins  *,  and  in  the  Streets  and  Places  of 
publick  Refort  in  this  City.  We  had  the  Grief  to 
fee  the  blefled  Image  trodden  under  Foot  by  many 
unworthy  Chriftians  ;  whilft  others  hid  themfelves 
to  prevent  their  being  forced  to  it  5  but  a  third 
Sort  generoufly  refufing  to  comply  with  the  King’s 
Orders,  received  the  Crown  of  Martyrdom,  Moft 
of  the  holy  Books  were  burnt  that  Day  ;  but  all 
were  reftored,  with  feveral  others,  which  were 
thought  to  belong  to  me  ;  the  Idolaters  faying,  that 
thofe  Books  might  be  of  Service  in  the  Mathema- 
ticks.  By  this  means  I  fav’d  a  Mafs-Book,  and 
the  Life  of  Chrift  reprefented  in  Copper-Plates, 
which  is  of  great  Ufe,  in  order  to  give  this  igno¬ 
rant  People  an  Idea  of  our  Saviour’s  Miracles, 

The  King  had  commanded,  that  whatever  belonged 
to  the  Chriftians,  fhould  be  given  as  Plunder  to  the 
Soldiers  ;  Rich  Things  excepted  as  we  look’d  upon  as 
holy,  which  he  ordered  to  be  brought  to  him.  Many 
Relicks  (fome  being  intire  Bones)  among  other  Things, 
were  carried  to  him  ;  when  taking  ’em  in  his  Hands, 
and  fhowing  ’em  to  his  Courtiers  ;  Seer  fays  he,  Horn, 
impious  the  Chriftians  are  !  They  don't  even  Jcruple  to  take 
the  Bones  of  the  Dead  out  of  their  Graves ,  a  Circumfianoe 

*  Poffibly  by  this  may  be  meant  their  Courtiers  or  great  Men. 
The  Jefuit  may  call  ’em  fo,  as  this  People  refemble  the  Ch{- 
nez?  in  many  Things,  and  perhaps  in  their  Government  9&c. 
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which  muft  fur  ely  ftr  ike  every  Man  with  Horror .  But 
this  is  not  all  ;  for  having  pounded  'em,  they  put  'em 
into  Brinks ,  or  make  a  Kind  of  Bread  with  5 em ,  which 
they  give  to  the  People  ;  and  thereby  bewitch  them  to 
fuch  a  Degree ,  that  they  run  blindly  after  them , 
embrace  their  Bohlrine.  The  King  perceiving  that 
this  Difcourfe  animated  the  whole  Court  with  Fury 
againft  us,  ordered  the  Bones  in  queftion  to  be 
brought  into  the  Place  of  publick  Refort  ;  and  bid 
the  People  be  told  the  Ufes  which  (he  faid)  we  put 
3em  to.  Hence  all  the  Miffionaries  conclude,  that 
3tis  not  yet  a  fit  Time  to  expofe  fuch  Things  in  this 
Country  ;  nor  to  fet  ’em  before  the  People,  in  or¬ 
der  to  draw  their  Veneration,  left,  as  the  Gofpel 
fays,  this  fhould  be  cafting  Pearls  before  Swine. 

Three  Women  of  Diftindtion  being  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  King,  he  gave  Orders  that  they  fhould  be 
baftinadoed,  fhaved,  and  the  Tips  of  their  Ears 
and  Fingers  cut  off  ;  and  all  fuch  of  his  male  Sub¬ 
jects  as  refufed  to  obey,  he  fentenced  to  die,  and 
moft  of  them  of  Hunger.  The  Prifoners  were 
confined  in  a  Plut,  enclofed  with  thick  Stakes,  co¬ 
ver’d  with  Branches  of  Trees,  eight  Foot  long,  and 
fix  wide.  After  they  were  dead,  their  Bodies  were 
tore  to  Pieces  and  caft  into  the  River,  by  the  Mo¬ 
narch’s  Order,  to  prevent  the  Remains  of  them 
from  being  preferved.  The  20th  of  May  the  Chi- 
neze  Veffels  arrived,  bringing  the  Miffionaries  their 
fmall  Pen  fions  from  Canton.  The  Mandarins  did  all 
that  lay  in  their  Power  to  difcover  whether  fome 
Supply  was  not  brought  the  Fathers  ;  but  the  Chi- 
neze  Captain  play’d  his  Part  fo  well,  that  he  eluded 
all  their  Vigilance,  and  put  into  my  Hands  whatever 
had  been  delivered  to  him  for  me,  which  has  been 
of  no  little  Service  to  all  the  imprifoned  Chriftians. 

Four  of  our  Brethren  are  ftill  confined  ;  but  I  my- 
feif  live  in  a  little  Garden  which  was  given  me, 
Handing  near  the  Palace.  As  I  bear  the  Title  of 

Ma- 
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Mathematician,  I  am  allowed  to  go  freely  whither* 
foever  I  pleafe  ;  to  vifit  the  Prifoners,  and  fay  Mais 
every  Day.  Several  of  the  Miffionari^s  have  con* 
cealed  themfelves  in  the  Hands,  or  in  the  Moun* 
tains  *. 

Such,  Reverend  Father,  is  an  Extra#  of  Father 
Arnedoh  Relation, 

I am>  &c.  Pelisson. 

Father  Paul  Cl  ain,  to  Father  Thyr.Gon* 
zalez,  General  of  the  Jefuits . 

: Relating  to  the  Difcovery  of  thirty  two  Iflands  to  the 
South  of  the  Ladrone  Iflands. 

Reverend  Father ,  Manila,  June  10.  1697, 

AFter  the  fetting  Sail  of  the  Ship,  on  board  of 
which  I  fent  the  Letters  I  wrote  to  you,  an* 
other  VefTel  arrived,  and  brought  an  Order  for  me 
to  accompany  the  Reverend  Father  Antonio  Fuccio% 
a  Sicilian ,  the  new  Provincial  of  this  Province,  In 
making  the  Vifitation  of  our  Houfes  with  him,  Ï 
went  over  Los  Pintados  f .  Thefe  are  large  Iflands 
feparated  from  one  another  by  feveral  Arms  of  the 
Sea  j  the  Ebbing  and  Flowing  of  which  makes 

*  According  to  Dumpier,  kis  a  Cuflom  here,  and  in  the  neighs 
touring  Countries,  for  the  Natives  to  bring  their  Women  On 
board,  and  offer  ’em  to  the  Sailors.  Our  Eaft  India  Company 
ereéted  a  Fort  iq  the  Illand  of  Condone,  in  the  Neighbourhood 
of  Cochin-China,  but  did  not  keep  Polfeflion  of  it  above  two  o t 
three  Years  }  the  Settlement  being  deftroyed  by  the  Natives  in 
1703,  and  many  of  the  E?tgMJh  murdered  in  their  Beds,  The 
beft  Account  we  have  had  concerning  Cochin-China%  is  from  our 
Countrymen  fmce  their  fatal  Settlement  in  Condor e.  There  ar§ 
feveral  of  thefe  Iflands  (all  of  them  being  fmall)  lying  together, 
and  they  are  called  Pulo  Condone ,  or  the  Iflands  of  Condone. 

•f  Part  of  the  Philippines ,  fo  called,  from  the  Inhabitants  paint¬ 
ing  themfelves,  of  whom  many  are  found  tQ  this  Hay.  They 
are  the  Pitfs,  aa  it  were,  of  thofe  Countries. 

c  4 


Sailing 
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Sailing  in  thofe  Parts  difficult  and  dangerous.  Irl 
thefe  I  (lands  are  feventy  (even  Thoufand  Chriftians, 
Under  the  Spiritual  Direction  of  forty  one  Jefuk 
Miffionaries  ;  and  with  them  are  two  of  our  Bro¬ 
thers,  who  take  Care  of  their  Subfiftance. 

Not  far  from  the  Ladrone  IJlands ,  are  others  cal¬ 
led  Pais  f,  the  Inhabitants  of  which  have  no  Cor- 
refpondence  with  thofe  of  the  Ladrones.  This  new 
Country  f  was  difcovered  M  Year,  and  in  Man¬ 
ner  following. 

In 

f  It  appears  afterwards,  that  thefe  Iflands  in  general  are  called 
Pah  os  -,  and  that  one  of  them  only  is  called  Pais  or  Pass. 

t  The'  Difcovery  of  thefe  I  Hands  was  thought  fo  curious  and 
important,  that  the  Royal  Society  judg’d  it  worthy  of  a  Place  in 
their  Tranfa&ions  ;  and  accordingly  it  has  been  introduced  in 
two  of  them.  Never thelefs,  many  Per fons  are  llill  in  doubt  con¬ 
cerning  the  Reality  of  thofe  Iflands  ;  at  leafl  they  imagine,  that 
the  Difcovery  has  been  greatly  heightened,  and  embellifhed  ala 
Pfe fuite.  To  fupport  their  Opinion,  they  cbjed,  among  other 
f  hirgs,  That  as  Dampier  vifited  thole  Seas  very  carefully,  kis 
fur  pricing  he  Ihould  never  fall  in  with  any  of  thefe  Jilands.  ’  Mr. 
Salmon  in  his  very  ufeful  and  entertaining  Work,  entitled  Mo¬ 
dern  Biftory ,  Vol.  i.  Pag.  130,  London  printed  1739,  4 to,  makes 
feveral  Obje&icns  to  tire  pretended  Difcovery  of  thefe  Jilands, 
which  feem  of  Weight.  His  Words  are  thefe  :  “  By  Father  le 
*■  G  obi  en  5  Map  of  thefe  Iflands,  which  is  inferred  in  the  Philo- 
s<  fophical  T ranfa&ions  *,  they  appear  to  lie  in  the  Eaflern  Seas, 
“  almoft  in  Form  of  a  Crefcent  or  great  Arch  :  But  this  Map 
“  fee  ms  to  be  rather  drawn  by  the  Strength  of  Imagination,  than 
**  any  certain  Difcoveries  that  can  be  depended  on  ;  for  he  tells 
“  us,  it  was  not  made  by  Europeans ,  none  having  ever  failed 
“  that  Way  ||  ;  but  fome  of  the  I  Handers,  who  were  call  aHiore 

“  on 

*  I  am  to  obferve,  that  there  are  three  more  Relations  con¬ 
cerning  thefe  Iflands,  which  will  be  given  in  the  Sequel  of  this 
Work. 

J|  Mr  Salmon  feems  to  have  read  this  Account  only  in  the  Phi¬ 
lo  fophical  1  ranfadlions  (which  I  myfelf  have  not  by  me)  and  not 
in  the  Original,  written  by  Father  Clain ,  and  publifhed  by  Fa¬ 
ther  le  Gobien.  It  being  there  obferved,  that  one  of  thefe  Iflands 
was  difcovered  in  if  86,  by  a  Philippine  Ship;  and  that  it  is  cal¬ 
led  by  iome  Caroline  IHand,  and  St.  Barnabas's  Ifland  by  others. 
Ahd  likewiie,  that  this  IHand  was  feen  by  another  Ship  in 
1696.  rJ  he  Reader  will  inept  with  thefe  Particulars,  about  the 
Middle  of  the  prefent  Letter  bf  Father  Clain, 
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In  the  Courfe  of  our  Vifitation,  as  was  obferved 

above* 

on  the  Philippines ,  ranged  fome  little  Stones  upon  a  Table, 
in  fuch  a  Manner  as  thefe  Iïlands.  are  laid  down  in  his  Map  ; 
‘‘  but  as  he  has  made  ’em  to  extend  from  two  Degrees  South  La- 
“  titude  to  feventeen  North,  and  as  far  E aft  and  Weft,  I  do  not 
fee  how  it  is  poffible  illiterate  People,  who  are  perfediy  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  Mathematicks,  and  the  Frame  of  the  Globe, 
‘‘  Should  be  able  to  defcril  e  the  Situation  of  them.  There  is  this 
“  Either  Objection  againft  the  Account  given  of  thefe  Iflands, 
that  in  fome  Inftances  it  contradi&s  itfelf  :  For  we  are  told  in 
“  one  Part  of  it,  that  thefe  Flanders  had  been  driven  feventy 
“  ^ays  before  the  Wind  *  when  they  were  caft  afhore  on  the 
Philippines  ;  which,  at  a  hundred  Miles  a  Day  (and  this  is 
“  but  moderate  failing  with  a  brisk  Ga’e)  muft  make  ’em  feventy 
“  hundred  Miles  diftant  from  the  Old  Philippines  ;  and  yet  it  is 
faid  the  People  of  the  Philippines  can  fee  the  Smoke  of  their 
Fires  from  their  Coafts  ;  from  whence,  either  we  muft  con¬ 
clude  that  thefe  Elands  are  net  fo  far  from  the  Old  Philippines 
as  is  pretended,  or  that  thofe  People  have  a  much  better  Eye- 
ftght  than  the  Inhabitants  on  this  Side  the  Globe  ;  not  that  I 
‘‘  would  infer  from  hence,  that  this  Relation  is  to  be  intirely 
“  diferedited,  or  that  there  are  no  Lands  or  Illands  to  the  Eaft- 
ward  of  the  Philippines.  Probably  there  are  many  that  are 

not  yet  difeovered,  or  will  be  fome  hundred  Years  hence  ;  but 
I  think  the  Spaniards  have  been  a  little  too  hafty  in  deferibing 
‘‘  their  Situation  and  Extent,  before  they  have  ever  been  vifited 
[[  by  any  one  Man  who  is  capable  of  giving  a  Defcription' of 
them.  From  thefe  laft  Words  of  Mr.  Salmon ,  one  wou’d  con¬ 
clude,  that  he  had  never  peruftd  the  XI.  Volume  of  the  Lettres 

édifiantes 

The  Original  fays.  Ils  voguèrent  alnjt  au  gré  des  vents  pen¬ 
dant fixante  &  dix  jours,  i.  e.  “  They  were  thus  carried  along 
^  (at  the  Mercy  of  the  Winds)  during  feventy  Days  ;  ”  which 
might  mean,  that  they  were  drove  backwards  and  forwards,  and 
confequently,  Mr.  Salmon  s  Objection  would  not  take  Place» 
But  as  Father  A  Clain  fays,  that  they  came  diredlly  from  the  Eaft 
Weftward,  and  that  le  Gohien  obferves  in  the  fécond  Relation  of 
this  Difcovery  (in  the  Dedication  of  the  VI.  Volume,  to  the  Je- 
fuits  of  France ,  that,  le  vent  les pouffoit  vers  l'occident ,  i.  e.  St  the 
Wind  drove  them  Weftward  ;  ”  Mr.  Salmon's  Objection  muft 
Itand  good.  Upon  the  whole,  the  Force  of  the  Obje&ion  feems 
to  lie,  not  fo  much  againft  Father  le  Clain  §  Relation,  as  againft 
bather  le  Gohien\  Observations  on  it,  who  was  too  credulous,  as 
the  Reader  will  find  in  the  Sequel  of  this  Work,  where  the  *Jaft 
mentioned  Father  believes  what  the  Palaos  related,  concerning 
one  of  their  Illands  being  inhabited  only  by  Amazons. 
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above,  we  arrived  at  the  little  Town  of  Cuiguân 

in 

édifiantes  &  cnrieufes  ;  we  there  finding  the  Journal  of  a  Voyage 
laid  to  be  made  in  1710,  to  thofe  Iflands,  written  by  Jofepb 
Sèmera,  a  Spani/b  Pilot.  This  Journal  does  not  feem  to  contain 
improbable  Particulars,  any  more  than  that  of  Father  le  Clain  ; 
and  as  Father  k  Gobien,  who  was  not  upon  the  Spot,  is  the  only 
Writer  that  has  embaraffed  the  -  Account  of  this  Difcovery,  by 
his  Flourifhes,  this  Reflexion  will  poffibly  lefTen  the  Force  of  Mr. 
Salmon  s  Objections,  which,  fo  far  as  Father  le  Gobien  has  any 
Concern  in  this  Relation,  feem  exceedingly  well  grounded.  X 
myfelf  have  met  with  Gentlemen,  who  abfolutely  doubt  the  Ex- 
iftenee  of  thefe  Pahas  ;  but  I  cannot  agree  with  them,  tho’  no 
one  would  be  more  guarded  than  myfelf,  againft  many  Particu¬ 
lars  told  us  by  the  Jefuits,  efpecially  thofe  relating  to  Religion. 
To  con  fide  r  the  cuibmo  of  this  Affair  ;  I  mean  the  Advantage 
it  could  be  to  the  Fathers  to  have  forged  thefe  Iflands.  What  Be¬ 
nefit  could  they  propofe  to  reap  by  it,  unlefs  they  expeCted  to  have 
had  a  Ship  richly  freighted,  fitted  out  purpofely  to  convey  them  ; 
and  that  when  thus  furnifhed,  they  had  refolved  to  run  away 
with  it.  But  this,  I  prefume,  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  with  any 
Shadow  of  Probability.  ’Tis  related  in  Vol.  VI.  of  the  Lettres 
édifiantes  &  cnrieufes ,  that  the  Jefuits  in  the  Philippines ,  having 
fent  out  a  Ship  to  go  upon  the  Difcovery  of  thefe  Iflands,  it  was 
loft  at  Sea.  That  aftewards  thefe  Jefuits  deputed  two  Fathers, 
Andrew  Serrano ,  and  Dominic  Medel ,  to  Pope  Clement  and  the 
King  of  Spain y  to  engage  them'  to  promote  the  Converflon  of  the 
faims.  Father  Serrano  (according  to  the  Relation  in  queftion) 
waited  upon  the  Pope,  and  gave  him  an  Account  of  the  laft  men¬ 
tioned  People,  which  pleafed  him  fo  well,  that  he  put  into  this 
Jefuit’s  Hands,  Briefs  or  Letters  to  the  Kings  of  Prance  and  Spain, 
and  to  the  Aychbifhcps  of  Mexico  and  Manila.  This  was  in 
170Ç.  Father  Serrano  was  afterwards  introduced  to  Lewis  XIV. 
at  VerfaiUes ,  where  he  entertained  that  Monarch  above  two  Hours, 
fyith  an  Account  of  the  New  Philippines  ;  was  aflured  he  might 
depend  upon  his  Protection  j  and  then  the  King  gave  him  a  Let¬ 
ter  to  his  Grandfon  of  Spain.  The  Latin  Original  of  thefe  feve- 
ral  Briefs  are  inferted  in  the  VI.  Volume  of  the  Lettres  édifiantes , 
See.  in  which  the  Pope  earneftly  intreats  their  French  and  Catho- 
lick  Majefties,  with  the  Archbifhops  of  Mexico  and  Manila ,  a$ 
does  like  wife  the  King  of  France  the  Monarch  of  Spain ,  to  for¬ 
ward  the  Converfion  of  the  Palaos ,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  Power. 
*Te  hortamur  ac  rogamus ,  ut  opus  tanti  mo  menti  ad  falutem  anima „ 
rum  promovere  cvelis3  fi  qua  fe  dabit  occafio,  fays  the  Pope  in  his 

Brief 

*  In  French  y  Guivam ,  a  Town  in  Samar,  one  of  the  Philip* 

fines . 
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In  the  Idand  of  Samar ,  the  lad  and  mod  Southern 
of  the  Eadern  Pintados.  W e  there  met  with  twenty 
nine  P alaos ,  or  Inhabitants  of  thefe  newly  difcovered 
Idands.  The  Ead  Winds,  which  blow  in  thole  Seas 
from  December  to  Mayy  had  drove  them  three  hun- 
cired  Leagues  from  their  IHand,  into  the  abovemen- 
tioned  Town  of  the  Idand  of  Samar.  They  came 
in  two  fmall  Vedels  called  here  Paraos\  and  they 
relate  their  Story  in  Manner  following. 

Thirty  five  of  them  having  put  to  Sea,  with  thé 
Dedgn  of  failing  to  a  neighbouring  Idand,  on  a 
Sudden,  fo  drong  a  Wind  rofe,  that  being  unablè 
to  reach  the  intended  Idand,  nor  any  other  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  it,  they  were  carried  into  the 
high  Sea.  They  made  feveral  Attempts  to  land  at 
fome  Place  they  were  acquainted  with,  but  to  no 
Purpofe.  In  this  Manner  they  were  carried  along 
by  the  Winds  for  feventy  Days,  without  being  able 

Brief  to  Lewis  XIV.  And  in  that  to  the  King  o f  Spain,  after 
dennng  this  Monarch  to  command  his  Minifiers  to  furnifh  .the 
Miffionaries  with  Ships  and  other  Things  neeefiary,  he  adds 
Quod  ut  facer e  metis,  te  etiam  atque  etiam  hortamur  ;  and  after- 
wards,  Itaque  animarum  lucri ,  quod  nunc  qui  que  à  propofeta  nom  à. 
profedhone  J  er at ur  ;  ac  proinde  merits ,  quod  jure  maximum  hide 
fperandum  eft,  itemque  fpiritualis  mer  cedis  particeps  procul  dubio  ef~ 
ftcieris ,  ac  precipuus  tanti  boni  author  merito  reputaberis.  Thefe 
lèverai  Briefs  are  prefixed,  as  was  obferved  above,  to  the  Vlth 
V  olfme  of  Lettres  édifiantes  &  curicufes,  printed  at  Paris  in 
1707,  and  eonfeqtiendy  muft  be  genuine  :  For  which  Beafon 
(1  prefume)  we  may  conclude,  that  there  is  fomething  more  than  * 
mere  Fnfiion  in  this  Difccvery,  unlefs  we  can  imagine  that  the 
rope  and  the  Jefuits  had  laid  their  Heads  together,  to  impofe 
(and  that  m  the  grofleft  Manner)  on  the  Kings  of  France  and 
ùpain  ;  which  indeed  (were  greater  Advantages  to  have  accrued 
to  them  than  I  am  able  to  difcover)  I  could  very  eafily  have  fup, 
poied  ;  but  as  I  don’t  perceive  any  fuch,  I  am  perfuaded  there 
is  fome  Truth  in  thefe  Relations.  Upon  the  whole,  I  don’t  doubt 
but  that  certain  Strangers  (as  related  in  Father  le  Claw's  Letter! 
were  call  on  the  Philippines  ;  and  that  they  came  from  Iflands 
unknown,  very  poilibiy,  to  the  Europeans',  but  perhaps  fome 
Fart  oi  the  Accounts  given  by  thefe  Jefoits  may  be  exaggerated. 


to 
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to  make  any  Shore,  At  laft,  having  loft  all  Hopes 
of  fever  returning  to  their  native  Country  \  being- 
half  ftarv’d,  and  having  neither  Provifions  or  Water 
lefC  they  refolved  to  abandon  themfelves  to  the 
Mtrey  of  the  Winds  ;  and  land  in  the  firft  Ifiand 
they  flmdd  meet  with  Weil  ward.  The  Moment: 
after  they  had  taken  this  Refolution,  they  came  in 
Sight  of  the  Town  of  Guiguan ,  in  the  Ifland  of  Sa-, 
mat*  A  Gwgamtey  who  flood  on  the  Sea  Shore 
them  \  and  judging,  from  the  Structure  of 
their  fmall  Veffels,  that  they  were  Foreigners  who 
were  out  of  their  Courfe,  he  took  a  Piece  of  Linnen 
0ôth 5  and  made  a  Signal  to  them  to  enter  the 
Channel  which  he  pointed  out  to  them  ;  in  order  to 
âVOÎd  the  Banks  of  Sand  they  were  going  to  run  up¬ 
on,  Thefe  unhappy  People  were  fo  terrified  at  the 
Sight  ©f  this  Stranger,  that  they  began  to  put  back 
to  Sea  |  but  all  their  Endeavours  tor  that  Purpofe 
WfefO  in  vain,  the  Wind  driving  them  a  fécond 
Time  towards  the  Shore,  Being  come  near  it,  the 
Guigmiti  Flowed  them  by  Signs,  the  Courfe  they 
were  t©  fleer  ^  but  feeing  they  went  wrong,  and 
were  going  to  fuffer  Shipwreck,  he  jump’d  into  the 
Sea,  and  Iwam  to  one  of  the  little  Veffels,  in  order 
to  ferve  as  Pilot,  and  bring ’em  fafe  into  Port,  The 
Inftant  he  came  up,  the  People  who  were  in  it,  and 
even  the.  Women  (with  their  Children  in  their  Arms) 
ïeapkl  into  the  Sea,  and  fwam  towards  the  other 
Veffêl  i  i©  much  they  dreaded  the  Approach  of  the 
Stranger,  who  being  left  alone  in  the  Veffel,  fol¬ 
lowed'  them  ,  and  going  on  boaid  the  fécond^ 
he  fleered  clear  of  all  the  Rocks,  and  carried  them 
fafe  t©  Shore,  Whilft  this  was  doing,  the  poor 
People  continued  motionlefs  ;  and  gave  themfelves 
Up  mtirely  to  the  Bire&ion  of  this  Stranger,  they 
confided ng  themfelves  as  his  Prifoners. 

They  landed  on  Innocents  Day,  the  28th  of  He-* 
eêmèêr  \ 696.  The  Inhabitants  of  Guiguan,  who 

were 
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were  now  affembled  upon  the  Shore,  gave  ’em  % 
mod  charitable  Reception,  and  brought  ’em  Wins 
and  Refrefhments.  They  fed  with  Pleafure  on  Co* 
coas,  which  is  the  Fruit  of  the  Palm-tree  of  that 
Country.  The  Subftance  of  it  is  very  much  like  & 
Chefnut,  except  that  it  is  more  oily,  and  yields  â 
Kind  of  fugar’d  Water,  very  agreeable  to  the  Tâftt* 
Some  Rice  boil’d  in  Water  was  given  ’em  |  Mm 
being  eat,  in  this  Country,  and  every  Part  of 
as  Bread  in  Europe,  They  beheld  it  with  Admi¬ 
ration  ;  but  taking  a  little  of  it  in  their  Fingers* 
they  immediately  threw  it  away,  imagining  it  to  be 
fmall  Worms.  However,  they  difcovered  grttt 
Joy,  when  the  Inhabitants  brought  ’em  jfomo  of 
the  large  Roots  call’d  Palavan ,  and  they  eat  very 
greedily  of  them* 

During  this  Interval,  two  Women  were  fent  for* 
who,  fome  Time  before,  had  been  caft  on  thëCoâft; 
of  Guiguan.  .  Having  a  little  Knowledge  of  the  Lan- 
guage  of  this  Country,  they  ferved  as  Interpreters  % 
and  ’twas  by  their  Means  we  learnt  the  Particulars 
I  fhall  mention  hereafter.  One  of  thefe  Women 
found,  that  fome  of  the  Strangers  in  queftion  were 
her  Relations  ;  and  thefe,  the  Inftant  they  difcoveN 
ed  her,  burft  into  Tears,  The  Jefuit  who  has  tht 
Direction  of  this  little  Town,  hearing  of  the  Arri¬ 
val  of  the  Strangers,  fent  for  them  to  Guigmn, 
The  Moment  they  faw  the  Father,  and  ohfervedth© 
Refpefl  which  was  paid  him,  they  imagined  he  was 
the  King  of  the  Country,  and  that  their  Lives  wero 
at  his  Difpofah  for  which  Reafon,  all  fell  proflrate* 
befeeching  him  to  take  Pity  on  them,  and  fpare 
their  Lives,  The  Father,  mov’d  to  Companion  at 
their  great  Diftrefs,  did  all  that  lay  in  his  Power  to 
comfort  ’em  j  he  careffing  their  Children,  three  of 
Whom  were  at  the  Bread,  and  five  a  little  older  | 
and  allured  their  Parents  that  he  would  give  tiletn 
all  the  Affiflance  in  his  Power, 

Tte 
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The  Inhabitants  of  Guignan  offered  the  Father, 
with  the  utmoft  Chearfulnefs,  to  take  the  Strangers 
to  their  feveral  Houfes,  and  furnifh  them  with  all 
Things  neceftary,  both  as  to  Food  and  Raiment. 
The  Father  granted  their  Requeft,  but  upon  Con¬ 
dition  that  they  fhould  not  feparate  fuch  as  were 
married,  nor  takelefs  than  two  in  aHoufe,  left  fuch 
as  might  be  left  tingle  fhould  pine  and  die.  There 
were  but  thirty  remaining  out  of  thirty  five,  which 
was  their  Number  at  firft  ;  five  dying  in  the  Voyage, 
occafioned  by  the  Scarcity  of  Provifions  and  the 
Hardships  they  fuflained.  A  little  after  their  Ar¬ 
rival,  one  more,  who  very  happily  had  been  bap* 
tized,  left  the  World. 

They  related,  that  their  Country  confided  of  thir¬ 
ty  two  Iflands  which  cannot  be  very  far  from  the 
Ladrones ,  as  their  little  Veffels  are  built,  and  their 
Sails  are  made  in  the  fame  Form  with  thole  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  lad  mentioned  Wands.  5Tis  pro¬ 
bable  that  thefe  lie  more  to  the  South  f  than  the 
Ladrones ,  in  eleven  or  twelve  Degrees  of  Northern 
Latitude,  and  under  the  fame  Parallel  with  Guiguan, , 
fince  thofe  Strangers,  who  fteerki  diredfly  from  Eaft 
Wedward,  came  afhore  at  this  Town.  We  alfo 
may  fuppofe,  that  it  is  one  of  thofe  Wands  which 
was  feen  at  a  Didance  in  1686.  A  Veffel  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Philippines  having  gone  out  of  the  ufual 
Courfe,  which  is  from  Ead  to  Wed,  under  the  thir¬ 
teenth  Parallel  ;  and  fleering  a  little  to  the  South- 
Wed,  fpy’d  it  for  the  firft  Time.  Some  called 
this  Wand  Carolina ,  from  his  Majefty’s  ||  Name  ; 
and  others,  the  Wand  of  St.  Barnabas ,  it  being  dif- 

*  ’Tis  faid,  in  the  fécond  Relation  of  thefe  Iflands,  (of  which 
a  Map  will  be  given  hereafter)  that  they  were  eighty  (even  in 
Number,  and  form  one  of  the  fin  eft  Archipelagos  in  the  Eaft. 

ft  This  Conjecture  was  juft,  if  the  fécond  Map  of  thefe  Iflands, 
which  we  (hall  give  hereafter,  be  genuine. 

I  Charles  IL  King  of  Spain*. 


covered 
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covered  on  that  Saintes  Day.  It  was  leen  in  i5g§9 
by  another  Veflel,  which  was  drove  by  a  Storm* 
out  of  her  Courfe,  in  her  Paffage  from  hence  to 
the  Ladrones ,  The  Governor  of  the  Philippines  had 
often  commanded  the  Captain  of  the  Ship  which 
fails  almoft  every  Year  to  the  Ladrones ,  to  fearch 
for  this  and  the  other  Iflands  which  are  fuppofed  to 
lie  in  that  Neighbourhood  ;  but  thefe  Orders  proved 
ineffectual  \  Heaven  referving  to  this  Time  the  Dii- 
eovery,  and,  as  we  hope,  the  intire  Converfion  of 
thefe  People. 

They  add,  that  three  of  thefe  thirty  two  Iflands 
are  inhabited  only  by  Birds,  but  that  the  r eh  arc 
exceedingly  populous.  When  they  are  afked  the 
Number  of  the  Inhabitants,  they  take  up  a  Heap 
of  Sand  or  Dull,  to  fignify  the  vaft  Number  of 
People  contained  in  them.  The  Names  of  thefe 
Iflands  are  as  follow  :  Pais,  Lamululutup ,  Saram * 
"Tarop.ee, ,  Valayyay ,  Satavan,  Cutac ,  Tfaluc ,  Pirokp „ 
Ttai,  Pic ,  Pig  a,  Lamurrec ,  Puc,  Falait ,  Carumm- 
vong,  Tlatu ,  Lamuliur ,  Lavas,  Say  pen,  Lacmlap , 
Rapiyang ,  Lavon,  Mut  actif  an,  Piylu ,  Olatan ,  Pah^ 
Cucumyat ,  Piyalucunung  f.  The  three  inhabited  on¬ 
ly  by  Birds,  are  Piculat ,  Hulutan ,  and  L agi  an.  The 
moft  considerable  of  all  thefe  Iflands  is  Lamurrec  ;  the 
King  of  the  whole  Country  keeping  his  Court  there. 
The  Chiefs  of  the  feveral  Settlements  are  fuhjedi 
to  him.  Among  thefe  Strangers  was  one  of  the 
Chiefs  in  queftion,  with  his  Wife,  who  is  the  King’s 
Daughter.  Tho5  they  are  half  naked,  yet  their 
Carriage,  and  a  certain  Air  of  Grandeur  denotes 
their  Birth.  The  Husband’s  Body  is  painted  all 
over  with  Lines,  which  form  various  Figures  ;  and 
the  reft  of  the  Men  belonging  to  this  Company  have 

*f  We  are  told,  in  the  fécond  Account  of  this  Bifcovery,  by 
Father  le  Gobien,  that  the  above  Names  may  very  probably  be 
miMpelt,  on  account  of  the  Spaniards  mhtaking  the  Sounds* 
when  pronounced  by  the  Natives, 


more 
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more  or  lefs  Lines  drawn  on  their  Bodies  ;  but  there 
are  none  on  thofe  of  the  Women  or  Children* 
There  are  nineteen  Men,  and  ten  Women,  of  dif¬ 
ferent  Ages.  The  Turn  and  Colour  of  their  Faces 
differ  but  little  from  thofe  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Philippines.  The  Drefs  wore  by  the  Men  confifts 
only  of  a  Sort  of  Girdle  which  covers  their  Loins 
and  Thighs,  and  is  wound  feveral  Times  round  the 
Body.  Over  their  Shoulders  is  upwards  of  an  Ell 
and  a  half  of  coarfe  Linnen,  forming  a  Kind  of 
Cowl  or  Hood,  which  is  tied  before,  and  hangs 
çarelefly  behind.  Both  Men  and  Women  are  dref- 
fed  after  the  fame  Manner,  except  that  the  Piece  of 
linnen  the  latter  wear  is  a  little  longer  ;  it  de¬ 
fending  from  the  Waifte  to  the  Knee. 

Their  Language  differs  from  that  of  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Philippines ,  and  even  the  Ladrones ,  but 
their  Pronunciation  is  very  much  like  Arabic.  The 
Woman  who  appears  to  be  the  moft  confiderable 
Perfon  among  them,  wears  feveral  Rings,  and  many 
Necklaces  made  of  Tortoife-fhell,  called  here  Caree  ; 
but  thofe  of  the  others  are  of  a  Subfiance  unknown 
to  us,  which  refembles  Ambergreafe,  and  is  not 
tranfparent. 

Here  follows  the  Manner  how  thefe  People  fub- 
fifled  themfelves,  during  the  feventy  Days  they 
were  out  at  Sea,  expos’d  to  the  Fury  of  the  Winds. 
They  us’d  to  throw  into  the  Ocean  a  Sort  of  Bow- 
net,  made  of  feveral  Branches  of  Trees  tied  toge¬ 
ther  *.  A  large  Aperture  was  left  in  the  Net,  for 
the  Fifh  to  enter  in  at  -,  and  it  terminated  in  a 
Point,  to  prevent  their  getting  back  again.  The 
Fifh  they  took  in  this  Manner  was  their  only  Food  ; 
and  they  had  no  Drink  but  what  Heaven  fent  them 
in  Rain,  which  they  us’d  to  catch  in  Cocoa  Shells, 
in  the  Shape,  and  of  the  fame  Size  with  a  human 
Scull. 

*  This  mud  be  a  Kind  of  Wicker-Basket. 
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There  are  no  Cows  in  their  Elands.  Thefe 
Strangers  ran  away  when  ever  they  met  with  any 
Grazing  ;  as  they  alfo  did  at  the  Barking  of  a  little 
Dog,  kept  in  the  Houfe  of  the  Miffionaries  :  nor 
have  they  Cats,  Deer,  Horfes,  or  Quadrupeds  of 
any  Kind  ;  and  very  few  Birds  but  fuch  as  live  up¬ 
on  the  Sea,  Hens  excepted,  which  they  feed  upon, 
but  never  touch  the  Eggs. 

However,  notwithflanding  this  Penury,  they  are 
merry,  and  contented  with  their  Lot.  They  have 
Songs  and  Dances,  which  are  regular  enough.  They 
all  fing  together,  and  make  the  fame  Geftures, 
which  forms  a  Spectacle  that  is  no  ways  unpleafing. 

They  expreffed  a  Surprize  when  they  were  told 
the  Form  of  Government,  the  Politenefs,  and  Cu~ 
floms  that  prevail  in  Europe ,  of  which  they  had  no 
Knowledge.  They  admire  not  only  the  auguft  Ma- 
jefty  of  the  Ceremonies,  employed  by  the  Church 
in  celebrating  divine  Service  ;  but  alfo  the  Mufic, 
the  Inftruments  and  Dances  of  the  Spaniards  ;  their 
W eapons,  and  above  all,  Gun-Powder.  They  like- 
wife  admired  the  Whitenefsof  the  Europeans ,  them- 
felves  being  of  a  tawny  Complexion,  as  are  all  the 
Inhabitants  of  that  Country. 

We  dorftyet  find  that  they  have  any  Knowledge 
of  the  Dyfity,  nor  that  they  worfhip  Idols  ;  they 
feeming  to  lead  a  Life  intirely  barbarous,  and  hav¬ 
ing  no  other  Care  but  to  procure  themfelves  Food. 
They  difcover  a  great  Veneration  for  their  King, 
and  the  Chiefs  of  their  feveral  Hamlets,  to  whom 
they  pay  all  imaginable  Obedience.  They  have  no 
Fated  Hours  for  Meals  ;  but  eat  and  drink  at  any 
Hour,  or  in  any  Place,  when  they  have  an  Appe¬ 
tite,  and  wherewithal  to  fatisfy  it  :  But  they  never 
eat  much  at  a  T  ime,  and  always  in  fo  little  a  Quan¬ 
tity  as  is  not  fufficient  to  ferve  for  the  Day. 

The  Manner  of  fhowing  their  Civility  and  Re- 
Ipecl  was,  to  take  the  Hand  or  Foot  of  the  Perfon 

D  whom 
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whom  they  intended  to  honour,  and  to  mb  their 
Face  gently  with  it.  Among  their  fmall  Utenfils 
were  fome  Saws,  not  made  of  Iron,  but  of  a  large 
Shell,  called  here  *£ acloho,  which  they  Sharpen  by  rub¬ 
bing  them  againft  certain  Stones.  They  alio  had  an  I 
Iron  one,  of  only  a  Finger’s  Length.  They  were 
greatly  furprized,  on  occafion  of  a  Trading  Veifel 
which  was  building  in  Guiguan ,  to  fee  the  Multitude 
of  Carpenters  Tools  employed  about  her  ;  and  view¬ 
ed ’em,  one  after  another,  with  Admiration.  Their 
Country  produces  no  Metals  *.  The  Father  Miffi- 
onary  having  given  each  of  them  a  pretty  thick 
Piece  of  Iron,  they  difcovered  more  Joy  at  receiving 
this  Prefent,  than  if  it  had  been  fo  much  Gold  ;  and 
were  fo  fearful  of  its  being  dole,  that  they  laid  it 
under  their  Heads  whenever  they  went  to  deep. 
Their  only  Weapons  are  Lances,  or  Arrows  made 
of  human  Bones.  They  are  naturally  of  a  very 
peaceable  Temper  f  ;  and  whenever  there  happens 
a  Quarrel  among  them,  it  ends  with  a  few  Blows  on 
the  Head  with  their  Fids  -,  yet  even  this  happens 
but  feldom  ;  for  the  Indant  any  of  them  are  going 
to  fight  they  are  parted,  and  an  End  is  put  to  the 
Fray.  However,  they  are  neither  heavy  nor  dupid  ; 
but  on  the  contrary  have  a  great  Deal  of  Fire  and 
Vivacity.  They  are  not  fo  ludy  as  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Ladrone  Hands  ;  but  are  well  fhap’d  and  a-' 
bout  the  Size  of  the  People  of  the  Philippines ..  The 
Men  and  Women  let  their  Hair  grow,  and  it  falls 
upon  their  Shoulders. 

Thefe  Strangers  being  told  that  they  were  to  ap¬ 
pear  before  the  Father  Miffionary,  they  painted  their 
Bodies  all  over  with  a  certain  yellow  Colour,  which 
they  think  adds  a  great  Beauty  to  their  Perfons. 

*  How  then  did  they  get  the  Iron  Saw  above  mentioned,  un- 
lefs  by  fome  Veffel  being  call  away  on  their  Coait  ? 

+  T  his  does  not  agree  with  what  we  are  told  of  thefe  Palaos 
in  Someras  Journal  concerning  them. 


T\R  À  V  E  L  S  of  the  Jesuits.  3  ç 

They  are  fo  delighted  with  finding  here  all  Things 
neceftary  for  Life,  that  they  have  o  fie  red  to  return 
to  their  native  Country,  in  order  to  invite  their 
Countrymen  hither,  and  to  perfuade  them  to  traffic 
with  the  Inhabitants  of  thele  Hands,  Our  Gover- 
nour  is  very  well  pleafed  with  this  Defign  ;  he  hoping 
that  it  may  give  him  an  Opportunity  of  bringing 
this  Country  in  Subjection  to  the  King  of  Spain , 
which  would  be  of  great  Advantage  to  the  Propa¬ 
gation  of  the  Gofpel,  The  oldeft  of  thele  Foreign¬ 
ers  had  been  call  before  on  the  Coaft  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Caguyan  *,  in  one  of  our  Ifiands  1  but  hap¬ 
pening  to  meet  with  none  but  Heathens,  who  inha¬ 
bit  the  Mountains  and  along  thefe  Defart  Coafts, 
he  returned  to  his  native  Country  [|,  without  know¬ 
ing  the  Wealth  and  Fertility  of  thefe  Ifiands.  How¬ 
ever,  he  was  more  fortunate  in  his  fécond  Voyao-e, 
the  Infants  being  baptized,  and  the  reft  inftrudted 
in  the  Myfteries  of  our  Religion.  They  are  fkilful 
at  diving  ;  and  I  am  told  that  they  lately  took,  as 
they  were  Fifhing,  two  great  Pearls  in  their  Shells, 
which  they,  not  knowing  the  Value  of  ’em,  threw 
back  into  the  Sea.  I  write  all  thefe  Particulars  (Re¬ 
verend  Father)  from  a  Perfuafion  that  you’ll  be 
very  well  pleafed  to  hear  of  a  Tran  faétion,  which, 
will  be  of  great  Advantage  to  fuch  of  your  Children 
as  may  have  the  Happinefs  to  carry  the  Faith  into 
thefe  newly  dilcovered  Countries.  We  are  in  want 
of  Labourers,  where  the  Vineyard  is  fo  very  fpa- 
cious  ;  and  therefore  hope  you’ll  be  fo  kind  as  to 
fend  us  fome,  and  not  forget  us  in  your  holy  Sacri¬ 
fices. 

I  am ,  with  the  moft  profound  KefpeEt ,  &c. 

Paul  Claim, 

*  This  is  in  Mindanao,  one  of  the  Philippines . 

U  A  Quaere  might  be  made  how  he  got  back, 

13  z 
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N.  B.  Vie  next  letter  *  from  Father  Francis  Lainez,  Safe- 
riour  of  the  Mi  felon  @f  Madura,  {dated  there  the  10th  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  £693}  t&  the  Jefuits  of  that  Mifeion ,  containing  only  a 
Relation  of  the  Death  of  Father  John  de  Brito,  and  the  Per- 
fecutim  of  feme  other  CbriJUan$%  is  therefore  omitted . 

* 

Father  De  Premare,  to  Father  De  la 
Chaize,  Cmfejjor  to  his  Majejly . 

Moft  Reverend  Father ,  Canton,  Feb.  17.  1699. 

THE  Concern  you  are  pleafed  to  take  in  ever j 
Thing  relating  to  our  Millions,  puts  us  un¬ 
der  an  Obligation  of  giving  you  an  Account  of  our 
Voyage.  ’Tis  fomething  lb  new  and  unexpedted, 
to  hear,  in  the  Relation  of  a  Voyage  from  France 
to  China ,  of  the  Kingdom  of  Achen ,  and  the  City 
of  Malacca ,  that  you  poffibly  may  not  be  difpleafed 
to  be  informed  how  we  came  to  take  fo  extraordina¬ 
ry  a  Courfe  ;  and  the  feveral  remarkable  Particu¬ 
lars  we  met  with  in  it. 

We  found  nothing  very  conhderable  till  we  came 
towards  the  Straits  of  Java  f .  We  had  before  met, 
not  far  from  the  Line,  with  Monf.  des  Augers'  Squa¬ 
dron  failing  to  the  Eaji  Indies  ;  and  had  the  Plea- 
fore  to  embrace  fuch  of  our  dear  Companions  as  were 
on  board  thofe  Ships,  which  will  not  reach  China 
sill  this  Time  Twelvemonth.  They  likewife  came 
tip  with  us  again  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  and 
Father  Bouvet  being  extremely  defirous  of  condudf-  * 
ing  a  large  Number  of  Miffiionaries  to  China ,  took  1 
the  Fathers  D&menge  and  Baborier  with  him  ;  fo  that 
we  were  now  eleven  Miffionaries,  all  Jefuits,  on  board 
the  Amphitrite  %  there  remaining  on  board  Monf.  des 
Augers ’  Squadron,  only  Fathers  Fouquet  and  d9 Entre- 
colles ,  and  Brother  Fraperie. 

*  The  IL  Volume  of  the  Original  begins  here. 

•J*  We  generally  call  ’em  in  Engli/h  the  Streights  of  Sunda. 

With 
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With  regard  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ,  ’cis  well 
known  in  France ,  fin  ce  Father  Facharà*  s  Voyages  ; 
but  a  wide  Difference  mud  be  made  between  what 
is  faid  of  the  Garden  belonging  to  the  Dutch  Gover¬ 
nor,  and  the  other  Things  feen  there,  all  the  reft 
being  nothing  in  Comparifon  to  it.  This  Garden 
forms  one  of  the  mod  beautiful  Spectacles  in  the 
World.  Art  indeed  has  taken  far  lefs  Pains  there 
than  Nature  ;  the  Sight  not  being  intertain'd  as  at 
our  Country  Seats,  with  regular  Parterres,  Statues, 
Cafcades,  or  Bowers,  all  rais’d  in  a  very  mafterly 
Manner  j  but  the  whole  confifts  of  an  A  lie  mb!  age  of 
the  moft  curious  Productions,  whether  of  the  Foreft 
or  Garden,  found  in  the  four  Quarters  of  the 
World.  We  there  fee,  befides  Orange  and  Lemon 
Trees,  which  are  very  lofty,  and  all  dandards,  a 
prodigious  Number  of  other  Trees  and  Shrubs,  the 
greated  Part  unknown  to  us,  and  always  verdant 
and  in  Flower,  with  a  great  Profudon  of  the  mod 
excellent  Pulfe  and  Fruits,  which  are  eat  all  the  Year 
round.  Here  Walks  are  feen  open,  and  there  they 
are  covered  with  a  thick  Shade,  interfering  one  an¬ 
other,  and  extending  to  a  great  Length,  on  a  Flat  : 
There  a  Rivulet  winds  about  the  Garden  with  as 
much  Beauty  and  Symmetry,  as  if  its  Canal  had 
been  dug  for  that  Purpofe.  Here  we  alfo  fee  the 
didant  Ocean,  which  every  Moment  exhibits  a  new 
Spectacle  to  the  Eye.  5Tis  certain,  that  all  thefe 
Beauties  united,  would  be  thought,  even  in  France , 
an  enchanting  Place  for  taking  the  Air,  and  excite 
the  Curiolity  and  Admiration  ol  Foreigners  *. 

We 

*  All  Travellers  who  have  feen  thefe  Gardens,  expatiate  on 
the  Beauties  of  them.  ’Tis  faid,  that  moil:  of  the  Flowers  and 
Fruits  tranfplanted  thither,  flourifh  more  than  in  their  original 
Soil.  Thefe  Gardens  are  watered  by  Springs  which  fall  from  the 
Table-Mountain,  one  of  the  three  remarkable  ones  at  the  Cape, 
which  may  be  difeovered  fifteen  Leagues  at  Sea  :  They  take  up 
nineteen  Acres  of  Ground,  and  are  inclofed  by  Squares  of  Bay- 

D  3  Hedges, 
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We  left  the  Cape  of  Good-Hope ,  after  three  Months 
failing,  the  ioth  of  June  1698.  We  fhould  have 
fimfhed  above  half  our  Courfe,  had  we  been  fo  for¬ 
tunate  as  to  enter  the  Streights  of  Sunda.  Such  as 
are  acquainted  with  thefe  Seas,  know  that  the  Paf- 
fage  from  the  Cape  to  Batavia  generally  takes  about 
two  Months.  This  might  have  been  the  more  ea- 
fily  done,  as  we  advanced  very  fwiftly  in  our  Courfe, 
till  we  came  in  about  ninety  Degrees  of  Longitude. 
3Twasthen  thought  Time  to  advance  in  Latitude, 
which  we  accordingly  did  fo  effectually,  that  being 
come  the  21ft  of  July  in  about  fix  Degrees  and  an 
half  of  Latitude,  which  is  pretty  nearly  that  of  Java, 
we  were  in  Hopes  of  fpying  Land.  Neverthelefs, 
advancing  ftill  forward,  we  found  ourfelves  the  26th 
of  July,  in  four  Degrees  and  a  Half,  without  per¬ 
ceiving  any  Shore  ;  and  ffwas  not  till  the  gift  that 
we  law  the  Ifland  of  Sumatra  -,  but  as  to  the  Streights 
of  Sunda ,  we  had  gone  upwards  of  fixty  Leagues 
beyond  them,  and  there  was  no  Poffibility  of  our  re¬ 
turning  back.  Our  Pilots  muff  have  been  moff  e- 
gregioufly  miftaken  in  the  Longitude.  We  there¬ 
fore  were  very  much  at  a  Lofs  to  know  how  we 
fhould  get  to  China  that  Year  ;  but  finding  no  hu¬ 
man  Affiftance  could  avail  us,  we  addreffed  ourfelves 
to  Heaven,  and  to  St.  Brands  Xavier ,  in  order  that 
we  might  reach  the  wifh’d  for  Port  that  Year. 

Hedges,  which  are  fo  high  and  tufted,  that  the  Plants,  Gfc.  Puf¬ 
fer  but  little  from  the  Storms  which  come  from  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  Ocean  ;  thefe  Hedges  forming  alfo  a  molt  grateful  Shade  in 
Summer.  Here  like  wife  is  a  noble  Grove  of  Chefnut-Trees, 
which  keep  off  the  bluftring  Winds,  and  are  impenetrable  by 
the  Sun-Beams.  Among  other  curious  Fruits  that  grow  there,  are 
the  Crimfon  Japan  Apples,  which  appear  exceedingly  agreeable 
to  the  Eye,  when  feen  among  the  green  Leaves.  Likewife  the 
Bifang  Figs,  which  grow  on  a  Plant  that  dies  the  Inftant  the  Fruit 
is  ripe  ;  and  a  new  Plant  (hoots  irom  the  fame  Root  the  next 
Year.  The  laft  Fruit  I  fhall  mention,  is  the  Indian  Guavos,  of 
the  Size  of  a  Cr .  b  Apple,  and  round.  This  Fruit  is  very  whole¬ 
some  and  exquifite  to  the  Take. 


We 
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We  had  already  begun  the  Devotion  or  Office  of 
the  ten  Fridays ,  in  honour  of  that  great  Saint  d*,  to 
which  we  added  a  Vow,  whereby  we  bound  ourfelves 
either  to  take  the  Communion  in  the  firfl:  Port  of 
China  we  ffiould  come  to  that  Year  ;  or  to  raife  a 
Contribution  to  build,  in  the  IQand  of  Sanchan ,  a 
little  Chapel  over  the  Grave  of  that  Apoftle,  in  or¬ 
der  to  fhelter  it  from  the  Rain,  and  to  make  it  fit 
and  convenient  for  celebrating  Mafs. 

Reflecting  afterwards  on  our  Misfortune,  we  were-, 
of  Opinion,  that  to  have  prevented  our  palling  be¬ 
yond  the  Streights  of  Sunda ,  we  ought,  at  our  leav¬ 
ing  the  Cape,  when  we  found  the  Winds  blow 
wefterly,  to  have  run  directly  in  Longitude,  till  a- 
bout  the  Hundredth  Degree  ;  whereas  we  even  in 
the  Ninetieth  began  to  rife  in  Latitude  ;  or  to  tell 
the  plain  Truth,  we  did  not  know  for  a  long  Time 
where  we  were,  tho’  we  thought  otherwife.  Should 
Mariners  miflake  as  grofly  as  we  did,  in  the  Efti- 
mation  of  the  Longitudes,  they  will  certainly  run 
as  much  out  of  their  Courfe  as  we  did,  and  perhaps 
more. 

We  did  not  reach  Achen  till  the  1 8th  of  Augujl » 
For  above  three  "Weeks  we  were  forced  to  fubmit 
to  all  the  Inconveniencies  which  are  found  under  the 
Equinoctial,  fuch  as  Calms,  Heats,  Rain,  and  bad 
Aliments  ;  thefe  fpoiling  and  corrupting  under  the 
Line,  which  at  the  fame  time,  gives  a  new  Miffio¬ 
nary  an  Opportunity  of  fuffering  for  Chrifh  How¬ 
ever,  we  all  continued  in  very  good  Health,  the 
Creator  being  fo  indulgent  as  not  to  leave  us  without 
Confolation  -,  and  perfectly  convincing  us,  that  as 
all  Things  are  ordained  by  him,  nothing  could  be- 
fal  us  but  what  muft  be  highly  for  our  Advantage, 

f  St.  Francis  Xavier  preached  the  Gofpel  ten  Years  in  In¬ 
dia,  in  Commemoration  of  which,  fome  Prayers  or  Devotions 
are  offered  up  ten  Fridays  fucceffively,  in  honour  of  that  Saint  ; 
he  dying  in  the  Ifland  of  Sanchan ,  on  Friday  the  2d  December  15^2. 

D  4  '  Every 
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Every  Objedft  we  behold  in  ft  Achen  is  fo  finguîar 
in  its  Kind,  that  I  have  frequently  lamented  my 
being  unfkill’d  in  defigning,  otherwife  I  fhould  have 
prefented  you  with  a  Draught  of  what  I  can  defcribe 
but  very  imperfectly  in  Words  *.  The  great  Power 
of  the  People  of  Achen  formerly,  is  well  known,  as 
is  evident  from  the  Life  of  St,  Francis  Xavier  ;  ’but 
I  believe  the  prefent  State  of  this  Kingdom  is  very 
little  fo,  or  its  Capital  City.  I  poffihly  may  mifap- 
ply  Terms,  in  giving  the  Name  of  Capital  to  a  con- 
fus’d  Affemblage  of  Houfes  and  Trees. 

Figure  to  yourfelf  a  Foreft  of  Cocoa  Trees,  Bam¬ 
bou,  Ananas,  and  Bananas,  through  which  runs  a, 
confiderable  River  cover’d  with  Boats.  Interfperfe 
this  Foreft  with  a  numberlels  Multitude  of  Houfes 
made  with  Canes,  Reeds,  and  Barks  of  Trees  ;  and 
diipofe  thefe  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  they  may  iome^ 
times  form  Streets,  and  at  other  Times  feparate  Di¬ 
stricts.  Intermix  thefe  lèverai  Diftricts  with  Mea¬ 
dows  and  Groves,  and  people  every  Part  of  this 
large  Foreft  with  as  great  a  Number  of  Inhabitants 
as  are  feen  in  our  populous  Cities,  and  you  then  will 
form  a  pretty  juft  Idea  of  the  City  of  Achen  f,  and 

be 

f  The  Father  has  given  fo  beautiful  a  Defcription,  in  Words, 

©f  this  Town,  as  well  as  of  the  famous  Garden  of  the  Dutch ,  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ,  that  it  more  than  compen fates  for  his  * 
want  of  Skill  in  Drawing. 

Î  This  is  the  chief  City  in  the  Inland  of  Sumatra ,  which  was 
the  firft  Country  the  Englijh  traded  to  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  *,/*.  in 
2603,  under  Queen  Elizabeth ,  when  Captain  Lancajler  (who  had 
the  chief  Command  of  the  Fleet,  confiding  of  four  Ships,  car¬ 
ried  Letters  from  the  (ftueen  to  the  King  of  Achen,  and  concluded 
an  Alliance,  and  fettled  Articles  of  Commerce  between  that 
Prince  and  her  Majefty  of  England.  This  Letter  is  finely  drawn 
np,  and  worthy  the  noblell  Pens  of  that  Age.  This  Treaty  has 
been  of  great  Benefit  to  England ,  no  Europeans ,  till  fome  late 
Mifunderfiandings,  being  fo  kindly  treated  in  Achen  as  they. 
Captain  Lancajler  afterwards  fettled  a  Trade  in  Bantam ,  where 
lie  left  Fa&ors  alfo  for  carrying  on  a  Trade  to  the  Moluccas. 
ft  1  fis  City  is  fituated  in  a  Plain,  furrounded  with  Woods 

and 
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be  obliged  to  confefs,  that  a  City  in  this  new  Tafte 
may  be  a  pleafing  Spectacle  to  Foreigners.  Achen 
is  inhabited  by  People  of  all  Nations,  every  one  of 
which  has  its  peculiar  Diftrid  and  Church.  That 
of  the  Portuguese ,  who  are  poor  and  few  in  Num¬ 
ber,  is  under  the  Care  of  a  Francifcan.  This  Father 
has  a  very  hard  Talk,  and  very  little  Confolation 
to  expedt  from  Man  in  his  Labours. 

The  Port  of  Achen  is  admirably  well  fituatecL 
The  Anchoring  is  very  good,  and  the  whole  Coafl 
vaftly  healthy.  The  Port  is  a  large  Bafon,  bound¬ 
ed  on  one  Side  by  the  Main-land  of  Sumatra  ;  and* 
on  the  others,  by  two  or  three  Iflands,  through 
which  are  Pafiages,  one  going  towards  Malacca , 
another  to  Bengal ,  and  a  third  to  Surat.  People 
who  come  into  the  Road  cannot  difcover  the  leaft 
Signs  of  a  City,  the  tall  Trees  which  rife  from  the 
Shore  hiding  all  the  Houfes  ;  but,  to  pafs  over  the 
Landfkip,  which  is  vaftly  beautiful,  nothing  can 
be  more  agreeable  than  to  lee,  in  the  Morning  a  pro- 

and  Fens,  about  a  Mile  and  a  half  from  the  Sea.  In  the  Centre 
of  the  City  hands  the  King’s  Palace.  The  Country  round  about 
Achen  is  interfperfed  with  Rivulets,  Moors,  and  vaftly  thick 
Woods  of  Cane  or  Bambou.  The  City  conflits  of  feven  or  eisrht 
Thousand  Houfes,  all  which  are  very  fight,  they  being  made 
only  of  fplit  Cane,  or  Bambou  and  Palmeto  Leaves.  The  Natives 
of  /ichen  are  moftly  Mahommedans  ;  fo  that  a  great  Number  of 
Mofques  built  with  Stone,  and  roof’d  with  Tiles,  are  feen  about 
the  City.  Several  Foreigners  inhabit  it,  as  Englijb ,  Dutch , 
Danes,  Portuguese,  Gusarats  and  Chinese ,  the  lait  being  the 
moll:  numerous,  and  carrying  on  the  greateft  Trade  there.  For¬ 
merly  the  Englifo  had  a  Factory  in  Achen,  which  not  being 
found  to  anfwer  the  Expence,  the  Officers  were  recalled.  AU 
the  Europeans  in  general,  and  particularly  the  Dutch,  are  beheld 
by  the  Natives  with  a  jealous  Eye.  In  1719,  the  People  about 
Bencoolen ,  in  the  Ifland  of  Sumatra,  confpir’d  againft  the  Englijb, 
and  drove  ’em  out  of  their  Settlement  in  that  Place.  Gold  Dull 
and  Pepper  are  the  chief  Commodities  of  this  Country.  It 
behcoves  the  Englijb  not  to  give  up  their  Settlements  on  the  Weft 
of  Sumatra  (as  ’tis  laid  they  intended  fome  Time  fince)  unlefs  they 
are  willing  to  let  the  Dutch  engrofs  the  whole  Pepper  Trade. 
There  are  Gold  Mines  in  this  Iflaqd. 

digious 


42  TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits. 

digious  Number  of  little  Filher-boats,  which  go  out 
of  the  River  at  Sun-riling,  and  don’t  come  back 
till  Night.  One  would  almoft  confider  them  as  a 
Swarm  of  Bees,  loaded  with  the  Fruits  of  their 
Labour,  returning  to  the  Hive. 

Thefe  fmall  Fifher-boats,  called  Praws,  are  not 
above  three  Foot  broad,  and  about  twenty  long. 
They  are  very  neat  and  clean,  both  within  and  with¬ 
out  *,  the  Boards  are  fo  well  joined,  that  there  is  no 
Need  of  Tow  and  Tar  to  calk  them  ;  and  they  al¬ 
ways  look  new.  No  Oars  are  employed  to  fet  them 
in  Motion  *,  but  only  a  Sail  made  vaftly  thin,  light 
and  neat,  which  looks  double  the  Dimenfionsof 
what  it  fhould  be,  in  Proportion  to  the  Body  of  the 
Praw.  Never thelefs.  Art  has  fupplied  a  Remedy 
on  this  Occafion.  At  each  End  of  the  Boat  are  two 
Poles,  of  a  confiderabie  Length  ;  and  at  the  Top  of 
each  Pole  is  fix’d  a  Piece  of  Wood  bending  bow- 
wife  towards  the  Sea,  the  whole  Length  of  the  fmall 
Veffel  *.  Each  Bow  is  fattened,  by  a  weighty  Piece 
of  Timber,  to  that  oppofite  to  it.  Thefe  two  Pieces 
are  fixed  to  the  Extremities  of  the  Bow  ^  and  mak¬ 
ing  a  counterpoise  to  each  other,  form  a  Kind  of 
Balance,  which  prevent  thefe  little  Canoes  from 
overfetting  f.  Thus  the  leaft  Wind  gives  them 
Motion  ;  and  they  fly  along  the  Sea  with  afurprizing 
Swiftnefs,  without  being  endanger’d  by  the  mott  fu¬ 
rious  Billows. 

*  The  People  of  Sumatra  are  very  indifferent  Mechanicks,  if 
ve  except  their  Praws  or  Flying  Boats,  which  are  very  eurioufly 
I!  acK  Thefe  Praws  are  never  ufed,  except  for  fifhing,  or  for 
failing  to  fome  of  the  adjacent  Hands.  They  will  run  eleven 
or  twelve  Miles  an  Hour,  whilft  an  Englifo  Pinnace  with  two 
Sails,  will  not  make  above  five.  They  have  Praws  which  car¬ 
ry  twelve  or  fifteen  Ton  ;  and  with  thefe  they  will  make  very 
profitable  Voyages  to  Pegu,  Siam  and  Malacca  ;  they  never  un¬ 
dertaking  any  longer  Voyages,  as  they  have  no  Ships  of  Force. 

f  Others  fay,  that  when  the  Wind  blows  hard,  a  Man  or 
two  are  fent  to  fit  at  the  End  of  the  Windward  Outlayer,  (there 
being  one  on  each  Side)  for  Fear  the  Praw  fhould  overfet. 

To 
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To  enter  the  River,  we  muft  go  a  confiderable 
Way  about,  becaufe  of  a  great  Sand-bank,  made 
where  the  River  empties  itfelf  into  the  Sea.  We 
then  fail  for  near  a  Mile  between  two  little  Groves 
of  Cocoa  and  other  Trees,  whofe  Verdure  is  perpe¬ 
tual,  and  which  were  planted  by  the  foie  Hand  of 
Nature. 

Through  thefe  Trees  we  begin  to  difcover,  in 
fome  little  Meafure,  the  above  mentioned  City.  Ic 
at  firft  appeared  to  me  like  the  Landfkips  invented 
by  Painters  or  Poets,  when  they  exhibit  to  us,  in 
one  View,  the  mo  ft  delightful  Images  of  the  rural 
Scene*,  every  Thing  here  is  carelefs  and  natural,  ru¬ 
ral,  and  even  of  a  wild  Caft. 

I  could  not  get  any  certain  Information,  with 
regard  to  the  prefent  State  of  the  Government  of 
that  Kingdom  *.  Mention  is  ftill  fometimes  made 
of  a  Queen  of  Achen  \  but  I  am  of  Opinion,  ftis  all 
a  Fidlion  ;  only,  that  if  there  be  really  one,  fhe  en¬ 
joys  no  more  than  the  Shadow  of  Sovereignty.  Four 
or  five  of  the  principal  Oran  Cayas ,  or  great  Lords, 
divide  the  Government,  which  is  not  very  confider¬ 
able,  among  themfelves.  The  People  of  Achen 
don’t  make  a  great  Figure  at  prefent.  Their  Coun¬ 
try  produces  neither  Wheat  nor  Vines  ;  they  trade 
chiefly  in  Pepper  and  Gold  f .  The  Inhabitants  are 

*  We  are  told  that  the  Iiland  of  Sumatra  was  formerly  divided 
into  a  great  Number  of  petty  Kingdoms,  molt  of  which,  when 
the  Europeans  firft  vifited  this  Country,  were  united  under  the 
King  of  Achen  ;  the  King  of  Bantam  claiming  fome  Territories 
which  lay  neareft  to  the  Iiland  of  Java.  Writers  differ  very 
much  as  to  the  Forms  of  Government  ufed  in  Sumatra .  ’Tis 
not  improbable  that,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Achen ,  both  Sexes  fuc- 
ceed  indifferently  to  the  Crown,  and  that  it  may  be  a  mix’d  Mo¬ 
narchy.  The  King  o ï  Achen ^  and  fome  other  Monarchs  in  that 
Ifland  call  themfelves  Sultans,  who  alfo  are  often  call’d  Panga~ 
rans .  The  Europeans  are  not  acquainted  with  the  Highlanders 
or  Mountaineers  of  Sumatra ,  who  are  fuppofed  to  be  defcended 
from  the  Chinese ,  and  are  Heathens. 

f  Good  Samphire  is  alfo  found  here,  with  the  Eezoar  Stone. 

not 
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not  obliged  to  open  the  Earthy  or  dig  into  its  Bow¬ 
els,  to  fearch  for  that  precious  Metal  ,  they  finding 
it  in  finall  Pieces,  on  the  Declivity  of  Hills,  in  Gut-» 
ters  or  Cavities,  whither  it  is  carried  by  the  Wa¬ 
ters.  The  Gold  of  Achat  is  thought  to  be  the  pureft 
in  the  World. 

No  Pafiage  is  fo  difficult  and  troublefome  as  that 
of  the  Streights  of  Malacca .  We  had  like  to  have 
fuffered  fhipwreck  twice  in  it.  We  entered  thefe 
Streights  the  23d  of  Auguft ,  and  did  not  get  quite 
clear  of  them  till  the  20th  of  September  ;  fo  chat 
we  were  twenty  nine  Days  in  making  two  hundred 
and  twenty  Leagues  ;  which  is  much  longer  Time 
than  it  would  have  taken  up  by  Land.  We  were 
for  ever  employed  in  calling  and  weighing  An¬ 
chor  ;  and  to  add  to  our  Misfortune,  we  had  only 
a  wretched  Portugueze  Pilot,  who  being  very  dim- 
fighted,  did  not  know  where  he  was,  the  Inftanthe 
had  loft  Sight  of  Land.  O  ur  French  Pilots  have 
learnt  this  Courfe  to  their  Coft  -,  and  have  had  an 
Opportunity  of  drawing  Charts  much  more  correft 
than  any  yet  publifhed  of  it.  At  the  Clofe  oî  this 
Letter,  I  fhall  point  out  the  Courfe  which  muft  be 
taken,  in  order  to  pafs  with  Safety  through  thefe 
Streights,  and  thofe  of  Gobernadour. 

The  City  of  Malacca  is  about  an  hundred  and  fifty 
Leagues  from  Achen  •,  and  the  fame  Beauties  are 
found  in  both  Cities.  We  here  fee  Abundance  of 
Verdure,  and  various  rural  Landfkips  ;  but  the 
Houfes  are  better  built  than  in  the  laft  mentioned 
City.  A  greater  Concourfe  of  Strangers  is  feén  in 
Malacca,  a  more  confiderable  Trade  is  carried  on 
there,  and  ’tis  vifited  by  a  much  greater  Number  of 
Europeans  :  And  tho’  all  Things  here  have  a  lefs  ne¬ 
gligent  Air  than  in  Achen,  yet  Nature  is  not  con¬ 
cealed  by  Art.  The  City  is  feparated  from  the  For- 
trefs  by  a  River,  which  mixing  with  the  Sea  when 
the  Tide  is  in,  makes  the  Citadel  ftand  in  an  Wand, 

This 
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This  Fortrefs  is  as  large  as  the  Town  of  St.  Malo  \  and 
within  its  Limits  is  a  Hill,  on  the  Summit  whereof  is 
ftill  feen  the  Remains  of  our  Church  (St.  Paul’s)  where¬ 
in  St.  Francis  Xavier  preached  fo  often.  The  Gari- 
fon  conflfts  of  but  two  Hundred  and  fifteen  Foot,, 
and  fix  Horfe.  There  are  feveral  Roman-Catho 
licks  in  that  Corps,  and  the  whole  is  formed  of  va¬ 
rious  European  Nations.  The  Baftions  are  pretty 
ftrong,  and  there  are  a  great  Number  of  fine  Can¬ 
non,  but  not  Men  enough  to  fire  them.  There  is 
a  beautiful  and  capacious  Road,  it  being  a  Creek 
made  by  the  Shore  in  this  Place,  where  we  met 
with  two  or  three  poor  defencelefs  Ships,  and  fome 
Boats  built  after  the  Indian  Manner.  The  Fruits  of 
Malacca  are  very  delicate,  and  of  every  Rind. 
There  are  fome  Mofques  for  the  Service  of  the 
Moors ,  and  a  Temple  dedicated  to  the  Chineze  I- 
dols.  In  fine,  the  publick  Exercife  of  all  Religions 
is  allowed  here,  except  that  of’  the  Roman  Catho- 
licks,  who  are  forced  to  fly  into  the  deepeil  Soli¬ 
tudes  to  perform  their  Devotions  *. 

At  ieven  Leagues  Biftance  from  Malacca ,  we 


*  The  City  of  Malacca  belongs  to  the  Dutch ,  who  took  it 
from  the  Portuguese  (who  had  difpoiTeffed  the  Natives  of  it  in 
1511}  in  1640,,  or  1641.  ’Tis  very  ftrong  by  nature,  and  com¬ 
mands  the  Streights  of  Malacca .  The  City  ftands  clofe  to  the 
Sea-ftde,  and  is  defended  by  a  ftrong  Fort.  ’Tis  inhabited  by 
between  two  and  three  hundred  Families  of  Dutch ,  Portuguese , 
Chinese  and  Moors  ;  the  Chinese  having  the  belt  Shops  there. 
Moft  of  the  Houfes  in  the  City  are  of  Stone,  but  the  Streets  are 
not  pav'd.  The  Malayans ,  who  are  tyranniz’d  over  by. the 
Dutch,  live  in  mean  Huts  in  the  Suburbs.  When  the  Portuguese 
poftefted  Malacca,  the  greateft  Trade  in  India  was  carried  on 
here  with  the  Europeans,  except  at  Goa  ;  Malacca  being  the 
Rendezvous  for  all  the  Portuguese  Shipping  from  China ,  Japan , 
&c.  The  Portuguese  built  the  Caftle  and  the  Wall.  5 T was  a 
Biftiop's  See.  There  was  a  Jefuit’s  College  here,  and  feveral  Pa- 
riih  Churches  ;  but  thefe  (one  Church  excepted)  the  Dutch  have 
fuffered  to  run  to  ruin.  We  are  told  that  the  Dutch  will  fcarce 
fuffer  any  European  Nations  except  themfelves,  to  trade  in  thefe 
Parts. 


came 
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came  oppofite  to  a  Port  which  is  not  inferior  to  that 
of  Malacca.  This  is  another  very  commodious 
Creek,  or  little  Bay,  where  we  found  a  beautiful 
River,  which  Ships  may  enter.  Before  we  leave 
Malacca ,  I  mu  ft  obferve,  that  we  had  like  to  have 
been  call:  away  in  the  Night  of  the  iothof  September . 
There  rofe,  on  a  hidden,  fo  violent  a  Storm,  that 
we  had  never  feen  the  like.  The  Air  was  all  on 
Fire,  and  the  Sea  raging,  accompanied  with  fright¬ 
ful  Blafts  and  Showers  of  Rain.  It  being  fuppofed  that 
we  ihould  not  continue  here  above  one  Day,  at  moil, 
and  as  the  Sea  is  generally  pretty  calm  in  this  Place, 
but  one  Anchor  only  had  been  thrown  out  %  not  to 
mention  that  moil  of  the  Sailors  were  gone  afhore, 
and  that  the  few  remaining  on  board  were  failaileep, 
unapprehenfive  of  Danger.  However,  the  Storm 
foon  wak’d  them  ;  upon  wdiich,  a  fécond  Anchor 
was  thrown  out  with  all  poffible  Speed  ;  then  a 
third  ;  and  we  muft  infallibly  have  periihed,  had 
not  Mr.  de  la  Roque  obliged  the  whole  Crew  to  work 
at  the  Capftane.  We  continued  in  twenty  Foot 
Water  till  two  in  the  Morning,  when  we  fet 
fail 

The  24th  of  September  we  got  in  Sight  of  Rulo 
Condore ,  with  a  good  Wind.  We  intended  to 
put  into  that  Road  ;  but  a  Wind  fpringing  up, 
which  was  ftill  more  favourable  for  us  to  proceed 
in  our  Courfe,  it  happened  to  be  diredtly  contrary 
for  our  calling  Anchor  at  Rulo  Condore ,  there  being 
no  good  anchoring  in  that  Place  ;  not  to  mention, 
that^ the  Channel  was  too  narrow  for  us  to  ply  to 
windward  in  it. 

The  29th,  we  knew  pretty  well  that  we  were 
near  a  Chain  of  Rocks,  above  an  hundred  Leagues 
long,  called  the  Shoals  of  Parcel  ;  but  we  did  not 
imagine  we  ihould  run  into  the  Midft  of  them. 
Welbunded  about  four  in  the  Afternoon,  but  with¬ 
out 
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out  finding  any  Bottom  *,  when  a  Squall  of  Wind, 
which  fprung  up  fuddenly,  carried  us  at  a  vad  Di- 
ftance  in  a  few  Hours.  At  half  an  Hour  pad  live, 
as  we  were  going  to  Prayers,  we  were  furprized  to 
fee  the  Colour  of  the  Ocean  quite  changed  ;  and 
after  Prayers  were  over,  the  Bottom,  which  confid¬ 
ed  wholly  of  lharp-pointed  Rocks,  was  feen  very 
clearly.  This  threw  us  all  into  the  deeped  Con¬ 
firmation,  every  Man  thinking  he  was  certainly 
lod.  We  founded,  and  found  but  feven  Fathom 
Water  ;  when  running  up  to  take  a  View  round, 
we  obferved  that  the  Sea  grew  white,  and  broke  be¬ 
fore  us.  Had  we  been  there  in  the  Night  ;  or  had 
one  of  the  Squalls  (fo  common  in  thofe  Seas)  fprung 
up,  we  mud  infallibly  have  differ'd  Ship-wreck. 
The  only  Thing  now  in  our  Power  was,  to  get  back 
again  with  all  poffible  Speed.  Night  was  coming 
on  ;  the  Bottom  was  found  very  unequal,  and  al¬ 
ways  of  Rock  harder  than  Iron.  We  no  longer 
doubted  our  being  got  upon  the  Shoals  of  Parcel  ; 
and  expected  every  Inftant  that  our  Ship  would  dadi 
to  Pieces  like  a  Glafs.  However,  the  Almighty 
was  exerting  his  Power  in  our  Favour,  at  a  Time 
when  we  lead  expeded  it  :  For  a  Squal  that  fprung 
up  before  usfoon  dying  away,  another  gentle  Wind 
arofe,  which  refcued  us  out  of  the  Jaws  of  Death. 
During  the  Time  the  Danger  laded,  there  was  no¬ 
thing  of  that  Noife  and  Buttle  ufually  heard  on 
board  of  a  Ship.  'Twas  all  a  fad  and  gloomy  Si¬ 
lence  ;  every  Man's  Confcience,  if  I  may  be  allow¬ 
ed  the  Expreffion,  feeming  painted  on  his  Counte¬ 
nance. 

Experience  then  taught  me,  what  I  had  often 
been  told  in  feveral  Voyages,  1  mean,  the  wide  Dif¬ 
ference  found  between  Danger,  when  feen  from  far, 
at  the  Foot  of  the  Oratory,  and  the  being  adually 
in  it.  As  Death  dat'd  us  every  Indant  in  the  Face, 
the  important  Truths  we  fo  frequently  refied  upon. 
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Bad  never,  till  then,  prefented  themfelves  fo  ftrong- 
ly  to  my  Mind.  How  happy  does  that  Man  find 
himfelf,  who  had  engaged  in  the  Service  of  his 
God  \  and  how  much  more  ftrongly  than  ever  does 
he  refolve  to  expofe  himfelf  to  the  greatell  Perils 
for  his  Sake  [ 

Between  feven  and  eight  we  founded  ;  and  find¬ 
ing  no  Bottom,  ’twas  plain  we  were  out  of  Danger  ; 
but  if  this  was  fo  foon  over,  I  hope  it  made  fuch 
an  Impreflion  on  the  Hearts  of  many  Perfons  as  will 
not  be  foon  effaced,  but,  on  the  contrary,  will  pro¬ 
duce  fuch  Fruits  as  the  Almighty,  in  all  probability, 
chiefly  has  in  view,  when  he  raifes  fuch  Storms. 

I  don’t  know  what  God  is  preparing  for  us  in 
China ,  but  we  have  not  hitherto  been  exempt  from 
Trials.  The  ancient  Miffionaries  confider  this  as  a 
good  Omen.  However  it  be,  there  is  nothing  we 
more  ardently  defire  (with  God’s  Grace)  than  to 
correfpond  faithfully  to  the  Defign  he  may  have 
in  fending  us  hither. 

Tho5  we  were  not  far  from  China ,  ’twas  yet  un¬ 
certain  whether  we  fhould  arrive  there,  as  the  Sea- 
fon  was  paft,  and  the  Winds  had  blown  very  irregu¬ 
larly  from  the  27th  of  September.  We  then  were 
more  earned  than  before  in  Prayer  ;  and  Father 
Bouvet  difcovered  greater  Confidence  than  ever  in 
God,  who,  at  laft  was  pleafed  to  hear  us  ;  for  about 
Ohfober  the  1 5th,  at  feven  in  the  Evening,  we  fpied 
the  promis’d  Land. 

’Twas  the  Hand  of  Sanchan ,  whither  St.  Francis 
Xavier  had  conduced  us  within  a  Day’s  Journey  of 
his  Sepulchre.  Our  Ship’s  Company  had  not  known 
for  fome  Days  where  we  were  ;  and  fcarce  any  of 
them  would  believe  my  Brother  Jefuits  and  I,  after 
our  afiuring  them,  that  we  had  vifited  the  glorious 
Sepulchre  there,  to  offer  up  our  Devotions,  and  to 
dilcharge  our  Vow.  We  let  out  on  this  holy  Pil¬ 
grimage  on  Fhurfday  the  9th  of  October  ;  and  after 

having 
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having  gone  full  four  Leagues  by  Sea,  and  one  by 
Land,  we  found  ourfelves  on  a  fudden  at  the  wiftftd 
for  Place.  We  then  fpied  a  pretty  large  Stone 
ftanding  upright  ;  and  the  Moment  we  read  the 
Portuguese  Words  following,  A  qui  foi  Sepultado 
S .  Franco  Xavier  we  kifs’d  this  facred  Earth  fe- 
veral  Times  ft,  Some  of  our  Company  water d  it 
with  their  Tears  ;  and  I  myfelf  felt  Senfations  of  fd 
lively,  fo  foft  and  confolatory  a  Nature,  that  during 
3.bove  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  I  was  in  a  Kind  of 
Extafy,  and  incapable  of  fixing  my  Mind  on  any 
Thing  but  thofe  Thoughts  which  then  employed  it. 

Thefe  firft  Tranfports  of  Zeal  being  over,  we 
furveyed  the  Sepulchre  very  carefully  ;  after  which 
we  rais’d,  with  Branches  of  Trees,  and  a  Piece  of 
a  Sail,  a  poor  Tent,  which  was  but  too  juft  a  Re- 
prefentation  ot  that  in  which  St.  Francis  Xavier  died» 
In  fine,  we  lung  Te  Deum ,  with  the  Litanies  of  the 
Saint  ;  and  began  to  pafs  the  moft  delightful  Even¬ 
ing  that  can  be  enjoyed  in  this  World.  How  exqui- 
fite  are  the  Pleafures  which  are  felt,  when  Men,  on 
Occafions  like  this,  communicate  to  each  other  their 
fondeft  Thoughts  and  Reflections  !  We  are  enter¬ 
ing,  fays  one  of  our  Company,  upon  our  Apoftle- 


*  Here  St.  Francis  Xavier  was  buried. 

ft  The  Jefuits  have  been  blam’d  far  bellowing  thé  moll  extra¬ 
vagant  Encomiums  on  the  Founders,  and  other  famous  Perfons 
of  their  Society?  of  which  the  following  Infbnce,  among  others, 
js  given,  viz.  their  Epitaph  on  St.  Francis  Xavier .  “  Stop, 

ye  Heroes,  ye  exalted  Souls,  and  Lovers  of  Virtue.  It  does 
not  become  you  to  undertake  any  Thing  farther,  lince  Xavier 
“  lies  here  interr’d.  But  I  am  mihaken  ;  here  is  little  or  no- 
4  4  thing  of  that  great  Ape  file  of  the  Eaft,  who  was  courageous 
above  the  Power  of  Nature;  illuftrious  beyond  Imitation»  and 
“  admirable  above  Envy  ;  of  that  Son  of  Ignatius  ;  that  i  rumor  « 
4<  tal  Angel*  in  a  mortal  Body.  There  is  but  very  little  of  him 
44  here  that  could  be  corrupted,'  fince  little  belonging  to  him  Was 
44  corruptible.  He  has  brought  more  Nations  in  fubjedtion  to 
the  Churqh,  than  the  Greets  and  Romans  fubdued  in  many 
i<‘  Ages  to  their  Empire.”  La  Morale  pratique  des  Jefüites*  p± 
zC  A  Cologne  *669,  izmo. 


t* 
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ftiip,  in  that  very  Place  ’where  St.  Francis  Xavier 
concluded  his.  He  could  proceed  no  farther  in  the 
vaft  Empire  of  China  ;  whereas  we  are  allowed  the 
moft  free  Accel's  to  it.  What  may  we  not  juftly 
hope  to  atchieve  there  for  God’s  Glory,  under  the 
Protection  of  a  Saint  who  was  able  to  open  to  us  the 
Gates  of  that  Kingdom.  He  died  here  (lays  another) 
worn  out  with  Toils  for  his  Redeemer’s  Sake,  after 
having  converted  whole  Nations  ;  but  fhall  we  be 
fo  happy  as  to  make  the  like  End  ?  We  after¬ 
wards  fung  the  Litanies  of  the  blefted  Virgin.  Du¬ 
ring  another  Paufe  we  faid  over  our  Beads, and  refu tri¬ 
ed  the  Praifes  of  the  Saint;  and  thefe  Orifons  were  in¬ 
termix’d  with  Difcourfes  which  had  all  the  Merit  of 
Prayers.  We  then  enumerated  the  Virtues  of  the 
Apoftle  of  the  Eaft  *,  on  which  Occafion  I  found 
that  I  myfelf  was  deficient  in  all  of  them.  One  of 
our  Fathers  called  to  Mind  the  Night  which  St.  Ig¬ 
natius  pa  ft  in  the  Church  of  Montferraty  before  an 
Image  of  the  blefted  Virgin,  at  the  Time  when  he 
intended  to  devote  himfelf  to  God.  This  Vigil,  at 
the  Sepulchre  of  an  Apoftle,  feem’d  to  refemble 
that,  and  we  call’d  it  our  Night  Probation  *. 

While  we  were  employed  in  fuch  Reflections, 
Day  broke  upon  us  ;  and  the  feven  Priefts,  with 
mylelf,  had  the  Advantage  and  Confolation  of  ce¬ 
lebrating  Mafs  on  a  Friday ,  dedicated  to  St.  Francis 
Borgia.  The  Stone  of  the  Sepulchre  of  the  Apoftle 
of  the  Eaft,  ferv’d  as  the  Bafts  of  our  Altar,  which 
we  had  railed  on  the  very  Spot  where  ’tis  plain  this 
Saint  was  interred.  We  are  not  only  the  firft  French 
Jefuits  who  had  the  Honour  to  do  this,  but  not  a 
Angle  Perfon  was  ever  indulg’d  it  before,  except 

*  In  French ,  notre  nuit  d'armes ,  a  Figure  which  feems  to  be 
borrowed  from  Books  of  Chivalry,  where  ’tis  faid,  that  fuch  as 
were  to  be  made  Knights,  were  obliged  to  watch  their  Arms 
the  whole  Night  before  their  being  received  as  fuch.  See  Don 
Quixote.  The  Allufion  here  is  very  pleafant. 


Father 
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Father  Caroccio *  an  Italian  Jefuit  of  great  Merits 
whofe  furprizing  apoftolical  Labours  brought  him 
not  long  fince  to  his  End.  After  the  Mafles  were 
folemnized,  we  again  fung  Te  Deum ,  and  kifs’d  the 
Ground  an  hundred  Times.  Then  we  all  refpedtful* 
ly  took  up  a  little  Portion  of  the  Earth,  to  preferve 
it  as  a  precious  Relick  ;  and  we  returned  from 
thence,  lin  gin  g  the  Praifes  of  the  Saint,  whofe  Spi» 
rit  we  had  endeavoured  to  inherit. 

We  are  now  arrived  in  China ,  after  fpending  fe- 
ven  Months  in  the  Voyage,  fince  our  fetting  fail 
from  Rochelle  the  yth  of  March  1698,  and  calling 
Anchor  before  Sanchan  the  6th  of  October  ;  and,  of 
thefe  feven  Months  we  mull  fubtradt  upwards  of 
twenty  Days,  loft  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ,  at 
Achen ,  at  Malacca ,  and  at  two  or  three  defart  Iflands* 
which  perhaps  might  have  been  employed  to  better 
Purpofe.  We  like  wife  muft  fubtrad  the  whole 
Time  which  we  fpent  in  reaching  Achen ,  and 
in  pafilng  the  Streights  of  Malacca.  Lefs  time 
might  have  fuffic’d  for  failing  directly  from  Java 
to  China  \  and  I  don’t  wonder  that  a  fmall  Englijh 
Ship  we  met  with  at  Canton ,  did  not  employ  quite 
five  Months  in  the  whole  Voyage.  ’Twill  appear* 
at  leaft  from  ours,  that  it  is  very  eafy  for  a  Ship* 
provided  Ihe  does  not  go  out  of  her  Courfe,  to  fail 
from  France  to  China  in  fix  Months. 

But  tho5  we  were  come  to  Sanchan ,  yet  our  Voy¬ 
age  was  not  ended  -,  and  had  it  not  been  for  Father 
Bouvet ,  it  would  have  been  impoftible  for  us  to 
have  proceeded  farther.  This  Father  waiting  upon 
the  neareft  Mandarin,  who  lives  in  a  Town  called 
Quanhay  *,  foon  fent  Afti fiance  from  thence  to  Mr, 
de  la  Roque  ;  a  Mandarin  coming  with  Coafting 
Pilots,  who  promifed,  upon  Pain  of  forfeiting  their 
Heads,  to  carry  the  Ship  above  half-way  up  to 

*  5Tis  Ccuang-Hai  in  French ,  which  I  fuppofe  to  be  the  fame 
City. 

E  2  Canton * 
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Canton .  There  were  two  Ways  thither  ;  one 
through  the  Iflands  ;  and  the  other  by  the  main 
Sea;  but  the  latter  Courfe  was  dangerous  in  this 
Seafon*  becaufe  a  little  Gull  of  Wind  may  drive  a 
Veffel  to  a  Very  great  Dîftance,  and  even  force  her  as 
far  as  the  Moluccas*  We  yet  took  the  latter  Courfe, 
plying  to  windward  inceflfantly  quite  to  Macao . 
We  did  not  fail  from  Sanchan  till  the  13th  of  OElo- 
1er  ;  and  we  call  Anchor  on  the  24th  before  the 
Ifland  of  Macao .  During  this.  Father  Bouvet  went 
from  Quanhay  to  Canton ,  to  give  the  Court  notice 
of  his  Arrival  ;  and  after  having  writ,  and  taken 
the  neceffary  Meafures  with  the  Mandarins,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Ifland  to  meet  our  Ship. 

The  City  of  Macao  is  built  in  a  Email  Peninfula, 
or  rather  on  the  Point  of  an  Ifland  whence  the  City 
*  is  call’d.  This  Cape  joins  to  the  reft  of  the  Ifland 
only  by  a  very  narrow  Tradf  of  Land,  on  which  a 
Wall  of  Separation  is  built.  Thofe  who  caft  An* 
chor,  as  we  did,  on  theOutflde,  fpy  nothing  round 
them  but  an  Aflemblage  of  Iflands  which  form  a 
large  Circle;  and  difcover  only  two  or  three  For- 
trefles,  on  lb  many  Eminences  ;  and  fome  Houfes 
Handing  at  one  End  of  the  City  :  A  Spedlator 
would  even  imagine,  that  the  Fortreflfes  and  Houfes 
join  to  fome  very  high  Land,  which  bound  the 
Frofpect  on  that  Side.  But  between  this  Land, 
which  forms  a  pretty  large  Ifland,  and  Macao ,  is 
a  fine  Harbour  ;  and  the  City  extends  inward,  along 
this  Shore.  The  Houfes  are  built  after  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  Manner,  but  fomewhat  low.  There  we  al¬ 
io  fee  Verdure,  and  fomething  of  the  Indian  Turn 
In  all  Things. 


*  In  fome  Relations  of  the  jefuits,  the  little  ïiland  where  the 
Town  of  Macao  Hands,  is  called  Goaxam, 


There 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits,  53 

There  are  more  Chineze  in  Macao  J  than  Portu - 
gueze .  Almoft  all  the  latter  are  Meftizos ,  and  bom 
either  in  India  or  Macao .  They  are  far  from  being 
rich  -,  and  indeed  the  Chineze  at  this  Time,  have 
very  little  Regard  for  them.  The  Fortifications  of 
Macao  are  tolerably  good,  the  Soil  excellent  *,  and 
there  are  a  great  many  Cannon  ;  but  the  Garifon  is 
poorly  fupplied  *,  and  as  they  are  furnifhed  with  all 
Things  from  Canton ,  the  Chineze  might  eafily  pof- 
fefs  themfelves  of  this  Place.  Here  is  a  Portugueze 
Governour,  and  a  Mandarin,  who  prefides  over  the 
whole  Country,  and  has  a  Palace  in  the  Middle  of 
the  great  Square.  The  Portugueze  are  forced  to 
obey  all  his  Orders.  *T would  be  impoflible  for 
greater  Honours  to  be  paid,  or  more  Civilities  to 
be  fhown  any  Perfon  than  the  Mandarin  indulged 
all  the  French .  No  Foreigners  ever  met  with  fo 
gracious  a  Reception  in  this  Country  L  5Tis  true, 
indeed,  that  thefe  Coafts  had  never  been  vifited  by 
a  Ship  like  ours.  His  Majefty’s  Name  does  not 
lofe  any  of  its  Grandeur,  when  repeated  fix  thou- 
fand  Leagues  from  France  ;  but,  on  the  con» 
trary,  raifes  in  the  Minds  of  the  mod  haughty 
Nation  upon  Earth,  a  certain  Refpedt  which  never 
accompanies  the  Name  of  other  foreign  Poten¬ 
tates  §. 

Father  Bouvet  came  and  met  us  in  this  Place  % 
he  being  on  board  a  Galley  almoft  as  long  as  our 

f  This  was  formerly  a  Town  of  great  Trade.  The  Portu > 
gueze  have  now  only  the  Government  of  their  own  People  in 
this  Place  ;  all  the  Cuftoms  being  paid  to  the  Emperor  of  China. 
The  Town  ftands  upon  a  very  uneven  Spot  of  Ground,  on  the 
Point  of  a  little  Illand,  which  commands  a  good  Road,  where 
Ships  are  lecured  from  Storms  by  many  fmall  lilands  fituated  to 
Windward.  The  Emperor  of  China  difpoffefs’d  the  Portugueze 
of  it  in  1668, 

*  Many  are  apt  to  think  the  Trench  exaggerate,  in  their  Re¬ 
lations  of  the  Civilities  they  meet  with  in  foreign  Countries* 
and  the  Refpedt  paid  to  the  Name  of  their  Monarch. 

i  Is  not  this  a  Sort  of  Rhodomontade  ? 

E  3 
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Frigat  ;  and  the  feveral  Marks  of  Diftin&ion  were 
paid  him,  which  are  beftow3d  in  that  Empire,  on 
the  King-chay ,  or  Envoys  of  the  Court.  Such  of 
our  Countrymen  as  faw  him,  were  not  a  little  fur- 
prized  at  what  they  had  been  allured  in  France ,  I 
mean  that  the  Father  in  queftion  was  in  no  lefs  a 
Character  than  that  of  one  of  the  Emperor  of  China's 
Envoys.  The  Jefuits  of  Macao  wrote  us  a  Letter 
in  Terms  expreffive  of  the  greateft  Good-nature 
and  Love.  Father  Bouvet  went,  with  Father  Regis, 
to  vifit  the  Reverend  Father  Ciceri,  Bifhop  of  Nan- 
kin,  and  the  reft  of  the  Jefuits  living  in  the  Green 
JJland . 

The  Green  IJland  is  fo  called,  from  the  great 
Number  of  Trees  with  which  it  abounds,  and  its 
very  pleafant  Situation  ;  as  well  as  becaufe  all  the 
Places  round  it  are  naked,  and  like  fo  many  De¬ 
farts.  It  ftands  pretty  near  the  Wall  which  fepa- 
rates  the  City  of  Macao  from  the  reft  of  the  Ifiand. 
?Tis  as  the  Country-feat  of  the  Portuguese  Jefuits. 
The  Chapel  is  very  neat  ;  and  the  Houfe  is  an  a- 
greeable  Building.  But  the  Circumftances  which 
contribute  to  make  this  Place  vaftly  pleafant,  are 
the  grateful  Shade,  and  the  Cool  which  prevails  in 
it.  Father  Ciceri  was  come  hither  to  retire  during 
fome  Days.  This  Solitude  feems  perfe&ly  fui  tabic 
to  a  Perfon  of  an  apoftolical  Frame  of  Mind,  who 
defires,  like  Mojes,  to  confult  the  Lord  >  and  to  ga¬ 
ther  new  Strength,  that  he  may  be  the  better  enabled 
to  convert  the  Heathens.  But  3tis  high  Time  that 
I  conclude  our  Voyage,  and  land  in  Canton. 

We  call  Anchor,  very  happily,  three  Leagues 
From  that  great  City,  on  Sunday  the  2d  of  Novem - 
her.  The  Courfe  from  Macao  to  the  Moorings,  is 
difficult  ;  efpecially  for  a  Ship  like  ours,  which 
drew  above  feventeen  Foot  of  Water  ;  and  if  Fa¬ 
ther  Bouvet  had  not  brought  the  two  ableft  Pilots  in 
fhe  whole  Country,  we  poffibly  fhould  never  have 

arrived 
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arrived  thither.  When  Foreigners  are  once  entered 
the  River  of  Canton ,  they  then  begin  to  form  an 
Idea  of  China.  On  each  Side  of  this  River  are  large 
Fields  of  Rice,  as  green  as  the  moft  beautiful  Mea¬ 
dows,  which  flretch  quite  out  of  Sight,  and  are  dE 
vided  by  a  vaft  Number  of  fmall  Canals  ;  fo  that 
the  Boats  which  are  frequently  feen  moving  up  and 
down  at  a  Diftance,  whilft  the  Water  on  which  they 
go  is  hid  from  us,  feem  to  run  upon  the  Grafs. 
Higher  up  in  the  Country,  we  perceive  the  Tops  of 
the  little  Hills  crown’d  with  Trees,  and  cut  along 
the  Yallies,  like  the  Theatre  of  the  Garden  of  the 
! Thuilleries  J.  This  whole  Country  is  interfpers’d  with 
fuch  a  Number  of  Villages,  all  which  have  a  fweet- 
ly -rural  Afpedl,  and  is  fo  happily  diverfihed,  that 
the  Spedator  is  for  ever  employed  on  the  charming 
Scene,  and  regrets  his  being  obliged  to  leave  it  :o 
foon.  At  laft  we  had  the  good  Fortune  to  enter 
Canton ,  in  the  Night  between  the  fixth  and  feventh 
of  November ,  eight  Months  after  our  Departure 
from  France .  We  live  in  a  Kind  of  Hotel,  or  pub- 
lick  Manfion,  at  the  Emperor’s  Expence.  Father 
Bouvet  has  procured  fuch  another  for  Mr.  de  la 
Roque  and  the  French  Officers.  The  Chinexe  call 
theiè  Houfes  Cong-Koen7  and  they  ferve  only  for  the 
Refidence  of  the  Court-Envoys. 

The  City  of  Canton  is  larger  than  Paris ,  and  a- 
bounds  with  as  many,  or  more  Inhabitants  *.  The 
Streets  are  narrow,  and  pav’d  with  large  Stones, 
which  are  flat  and  very  hard  ;  but  fome  Farts  of 
the  City  are  unpav’d.  Chairs,  which  are  here 
hir’d  fora  fmall  Matter,  fupply  very  well  the  Want 
of  Coaches  ;  and  thefe  could  not  be  made  Ufe  of  in 
Canton.  The  Houfes  are  very  low,  and  there  are 

•f  How  beautiful  a  Painter  is  our  Jefuit  in  all  his  Defcriptions  ! 

*  A  Gentleman  of  my  Acquaintance,  who  refided  fome  Years 
at  Canton ,  affured  me,  that  he  is  perfuaded  the  Father  does  not 
Ç  aggerate  on  this  Occafion,  Canton  being  exceedingly  populous, 
as  well  as  the  Country  round  it. 

E  4  Shops 
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Shops  in  moll  of  them.  The  fineft  Streets  are  ve¬ 
ry  much  like  thofe  of  St.  Germain's  Fair.  Every 
Part  of  Canton  fwarms  with  almpft  as  many  People 
as  are  feen  at  this  Fair,  at  the  Time  when  it  is  very 
full }  fo  that  it  is  difficult  to  pafs  for  the  Crowd. 
Very  few  Women  appear  ;  and  moft  of  the  People 
who  throng  the  Streets,  are  poor  Wretches  loaded 
with  Burthens,  there  being  no  other  Carriage  for  all 
Goods  bought  and  fold,  than  Men’s  Shoulders. 

go  bareheaded  and  bare¬ 
footed.  Some  of  them  wear  a  furprizingly-wide 
Straw  Hat,  made  in  a  whimfical  Figure,  to  keep 
off  the  Rain  and  the  Sun.  AU  I  have  here  faid, 
gives  us,  methinks  the  Idea  of  a  City  in  a  new  Form, 
and  very  unlike  Paris .  Tho’  we  were  to  confider 
^  i  only,  how  muff  Foreigners  be  furprized 

to  furvey  whole  Streets,  where  not  a  fingle  Win¬ 
dow  is  fee n  ;  but  the  whole  compos’d  of  Shops, 
moft  of  them  poor,  and  frequently  fhut  only  with 
Hurdles  of  Bambou,  by  Way  of  Doors?  In  a 
Word,  at  Canton  are  pretty  large  Openings  or 
Squares,  and  triumphal  Arches,  which  are  mag¬ 
nificent  enough  in  the  Chinefe  Tafte.  Such  as  come 
from  the  Country,  or  pafs  from  the  old  City  to  the 
new,  muff  go  under  a  great  Number  of  Gates. 
A  fingular  Grcumftance  is,  at  the  End  of  every 
Street  are  Gates,  which  are  fhut  a  little  later  than 
thofe  of  the  City  ;  and  for  this  Reafon,  every  Per- 
fon  is  obliged  to  get  home  affoon  as  it  grows  dark. 
This  preyents  a  Multitude  of  Inconveniencies  ;  and 
b,y  that  Means,  all  Things  are  as  calm  and  feeure 
in  the  greateft  Cities  during  the  Night,  as  tho’  the 
whole  confided  but  of  one  private  Family  *. 

'  * .  The 

*  Canton  is  the  chief  City  of  Quamtung,  the  moft  fouthern 
Province  of  China.  ’■  Pis  faid  to  be  the  belt  Port  in  China ,  and 
to  furpafs  all  the  Cities  of  Afia  in  Idol  Temples,  Courts,  Pa¬ 
laces,  & c.  there  being  thirteen  fplendid  triumphal  Arches  be¬ 
tween  the  Water-gate  and  the  City.  Towards  the  WaterT.de  are 

two 
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The  Houles  of  the  Mandarins  have  fomethino3 
which  furprize  a  Foreigner.  A  great  Number  of 
Courts  are  crofs’d  before  we  arrive  at  the  Place 
where  thefe  great  Men  give  Audience,  and  receive 
their  Friends.  Whenever  they  go  abroad  they  are 
attended  by  a  majeftic  Retinue.  The  Song-loo 
for  Inftance,  a  Mandarin  who  commands  over  two 
Provides,  never  goes  out  without  a  hundred  Men, 
at  leaft.  This  Train,  however,  is  far  from  bein» 
troublefome  ;  every  Man  knowing  his  Poll.  Part 
of  his  Attendants  march  before  him  with  various 
Badges  or  Symbols,  and  are  cloathed  in  very  parti¬ 
cular  Dreffes,  A  great  Number  of  Soldiers  attend 

? 

two  lofty  Walls,  and  two  flrong  Cailles  ?  and,  towards  the 
Land,  a  llrong  Wall,  and  feveral  Cailles.  Mr.  Lockyer  informs 
us,  that  the  Shops  of  tbofe  who  deal  in  Silks  are  very  neat, 
make  a  fine  Show,  and  Hand  moil  of  them  together,  in  one  of 
the  befl  Parts  of  the  City,  Tradefmen  of  the*  fame  Profelfion 
herding  together.  In  Summer,  their  Windows  are  made  of 
Cane  or  Rattan,  and  in  Winter  of  Oyiler-fhells  cut  Diamond-fa- 
lhion,  and  fet  in  Wooden  Frames,  and  give  but  a  dull  Light. 
They  have  Charcoal  Fires  in  the  Middle  of  their  publick  Rooms 
during  the  Winter,  and  Pans  of  Charcoal  in  their  Chambers', 
which  aim  oil  fufiocate  an  European .  The  Walls  of  their  Houfes 
are  covered  with  thin  white  Paper.  In  moil  Streets  is  a  Market 
where  all  Kind  of  Provifions  are  fold  cheap.  Fiihmongers  keep 
their  Fifh  alive  in  Ciilerns.  The  Chinefe  eat  any  Kind  of  Meat  ; 
Bealls  that  died  in  Ditches,  as  willingly  as  thofe  which  died 
'  by  the  Butcher’s  Hand.  They  eat  Frogs,  which  appear  loath- 
fome  to  an  European  Eye,  but  are  well-tailed.  ’Tis  faid  their 
Rats  don’t  eat  amifs  ;  and  that  Snake-Broth  is  in  Reputation 
there.  The  common  People  are  great  Gluttons,  and  eat  four 
Times  a  Day,  they  cramming  down  the  Rice  (their  principal 
Food)  fo  greedily  with  their  Chopilicks,  that  they  frequently 
almoil  choak  themfelves.  They  are  great  Lovers  of  Tobacco, 
but  fmoak  it  when  dry,  and  in  very  fmall  Bowls.  In  the  Streets 
are  a  great  Number  of  blind  Beggars,  whofe  Misfortune  fome 
afcribe  to  their  eating  fo  much  Rice  ;  but  others  are  of  a  different 
Opinion.  The  Chineze  in  Winter  carry  a  live  Quail  in  their 
Hands  to  warm  ’em,  by  Way  of  Muff.  Moil  Things  are  fold 
by  Weight  among  the  Chineze ,  whom  many  accufe  of  being 
great  Cheats  in  Traffick,  if  not  narrowly  watch’d. 

f  ’Tis  written  in  French ,  Tfong-tou . 


and 
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and  fometimes  go  on  Foot.  The  Mandarin  is  in 
the  Centre  of  his  Retinue,  fealed  on  high,  in  a  very 
large  and  handfomely  gilt  *  Chair,  which  fix  or 
eight  Men  carry  on  their  Shoulders.  A  Proceflion 
of  this  Kind  often  takes  up  a  whole  Street.  The 
Populace  draw  up  on  each  Side  of  it,  and  wait 
refpectfully  till  the  whole  Train  is  paflfed  by. 

There  are  a  very  great  Number  of  Bonzes,  or  i- 
delations  Priefts  here.  There  being  no  Country 
where  Satan  has  counterfeited  more  exactly  the  fa- 
cred  Form  in  which  God  is  worshipped  in  the  true 
Church.  Thefe  Priefts  of  the  infernal  Spirit  wear 
long  Gowns  defending  to  their  Heels,  with  vaftly 
wide  Sleeves,  which  exadtly  refemble  thofe  of  forne 
Friars  in  Europe .  They  live  together  in  their  Pagods, 
like  as  in  lb  many  Monaftries.  They  beg  in  the 
Streets,  rife  in  the  Night  to  worfhip  their  Idols, 
fing  alternately,  in  a  Manner  which  is  not  far  un¬ 
like  our  Pfalmody.  Neverthelefs,  they  are  greatly 
defpifed  by  all  Perfons  of  Senfe  and  Virtue,  be- 
caufe,  fpite  of  this  fpecious  Appearance  of  Sandlity, 
their  different  Syftems  of  Religion  (all  which  are 
ridiculous)  are  well  known,  as  well  as  the  diffolute 
Lives  which  mod  of  them  lead.  Nor  are  they 
much  more  efteemed  by  the  Populace,  whofe  chief 
Care  is  to  procure  themfelves  Food  *,  and  the  whole 
of  whofe  Religion  confifts  of  as  many  whimfical 
Superftitions  as  every  Man  may  think  proper  to 
form  to  himfelf. 

I  forgot  to  obferve,  that  there  is  a  Kind  of  float¬ 
ing  City  on  the  River  of  Canton  §,  where  the  Boats 
are  contiguous,  one  to  another,  and  in  the  Form  of 
Streets.  Every  Boat  contains  a  whole  Family,  and 
is  difpofed  like  regularly  built  Houfes,  into  Apart¬ 
ments  neceflary  for  various  domeftic  Ufes.  The 

*  A  Palanquin.  Her  Grace  the  Dutchefs  of  Buckingham  has 
a  fine  one,  which  was  brought  from  China . 

§  ’Tis  called  the  River  Ta. 
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common  People,  who  inhabit  this  floating  Kind  of 
Barracks,  come  out  from  them  in  a  Body,  early  in 
the  Morning,  either  to  go  a  fifhing,  or  to  work  at 
the  Rice,  which  is  here  fow’d  and  reap’d  thrice  eve¬ 
ry  Year. 

As  to  Peking ,  we  learn  by  the  Letters  which. 
Father  Bouvet  received  from  that  City  at  his  Ar¬ 
rival  in  Canton ,  that  the  Emperor  was  never  in  bet¬ 
ter  Health,  never  more  glorious,  nor  more  the  Ad¬ 
miration  of  his  Subjects.  He  went,  not  long  fince, 
in  Perfon  to  JVeftern  Partary ,  at  the  Head  of  a  nu¬ 
merous  Army.  .  He  fpread  Terror  five  hundred 
Leagues  round  him,  and  defeated  the  only  Enemy 
left  in  his  two  Empires.  He  fets  open  his  Maga¬ 
zines  of  Rice,  and  fends  it  as  far  as  Corea  *.  The 
People  think  themfelves  happy  in  living  in  the 
Reign  of  fo  accomplifhed  a  Sovereign  ;  but  the 
Circumftance  which  gives  us  the  greateft  Jay  is, 
his  fhowing  daily  more  and  more  Favour  to  the 
Chriftian  Religion.  He  declares  that  ’tis  the  true 
Law  ;  is  overjoyed  to  hear  that  fome  Ferions  of 
great  Figure  embrace  it  :  and  who  knows  but  that 
the  Time  is  approaching,  when  God  will  be  fo  gra¬ 
cious,  as  to  caufe  the  Emperor  himfelf  to  profefs 
it  ?  St.  Lewis  fent,  anciently,  a  fplendid  Embafly 
to  the  Emperor  of  Cathay  \  now,  there  nevei  was  no 
other  Cathay  butG&/«0,as  all  the  Learned  of  this  A^e 
agree.  The  Defign  of  this  religious  King  was,  ?o 
induce  that  Emperor  of  China  to  embrace  the 
Chriftian  Religion.  O  that  Providence  would  give 
us  the  Satisfaction  to  fee  com  pleated,  by  the  great- 
eft  and  moft  glorious  of  the  Succeflors  f  of  St.  Lewis 9 
what  that  Monarch  fozealoufly  defired  to  have  done  ! 
In  fine,  the  Emperor  confides  in  the  French  Jefuits 
as  much  as  ever.  ’Tis  univerfally  allowed,  that  Fa- 

*  K  Kingdom  between  China  and  Japan,  tributary  to  the  Em- 
fer or  of  China. 

f  This  is  fpoke  of  Lewis  XIV. 
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ther  Gerbillon  is  the  Support  of  our  Religion  in  this 
Empire.  Father  Vifdelou ,  who  is  perfectly  well- 
fkill’d  in  the  Mathematicks,  and  in  the  Chineze 
Sciences,  is  gone,  by  the  Emperor’s  Command,  in¬ 
to  fome  Provinces,  to  ftop  the  Inundation  of  the 
Rivers,  which  laid  wafte  the  whole  Country.  Fa¬ 
ther  de  Fontaney  came  laft  Year,  by  the  Emperor’s 
Command  to  Canton ,  to  enquire  after  Father  Bou - 
vet,  and  to  receive  him  in  cafe  of  his  Arrival. 
This  Monarch  expe&s  him  with  Impatience  *,  fo 
that  we  could  not  poffibly  have  come  at  a  more 
fortunate  Juncture.  We  likewife  are  inform’d,  that 
four  of  the  oldeft  and  worthieft  Miffionaries  died, 
after  having  fpent  their  whole  Lives  in  that  labori¬ 
ous  Million,  and  won  over  a  prodigious  Number  of 
Souls  to  God.  Thefe  are  Fathers  Profper  Intorcetia , 
Adrian  Grêlon ,  John  Valat ,  and  Dominic  Gabiani. 
’Tis  now  above  fifty  Years  fince  Father  Valat  left 
France.  I  am  told  that  he  went  by  Land,  and  got 
to  China  in  a  Year.  ’Tis  abfolutely  necefiary  that 
we  make  up  for  thefe  great  Lofifes.  I  daily  befeech 
the  Almighty  to  infpire  a  confiderable  Number  of 
our  Brethren  with  a  Defire  of  eroding  the  Seas,  in 
order  to  fhare  with  us  in  Toils  which  may  be  io 
glorious  and  fruitful.  Tho’  Heaven  fhould  indulge 
us  a  Life  as  long  as  that  of  Father  Valat,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Miffionaries  whom  we  lately  loft,  we  yet 
fhould  die  before  we  had  vifited  half  the  Cities  of 
this  Empire  ;  and  consequently  fhould  leave  a  great 
Number  of  Idolaters  unbaptized. 

The  fpeedier  and  more  numerous  thefe  Succours 
may  be,  the  more  Religion  will  flourifh  ;  not  only, 
becaufe  a  great  many  Miffionaries  may  effeft  what 
cannot  poffibly  be  compafs’d  by  a  lefs  Number  ; 
but  likewife  becaufe  the  fureft  Way  of  converting, 
in  a  fhort  Time,  a  whole  Country,  is  to  win  over, 
at  firft,  in  a  confpicuous  Manner,  a  confiderable  Part 
of  its  Inhabitants.  This  excites  in  others  a  Curio- 
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fity  to  enquire  what  it  was  that  could  occafion  fo 
hidden  a  Change  -,  and  when  once  a  People  are  made 
acquainted  with  the  Chriftian  Religion,  they  are 
much  more  inclin’d  to  embrace  it.  We  fhall  never 
ceafe  recommending  to  you,  very  reverend  Father,» 
a  Defign  fo  worthy  of  your  Zeal  and  Attention 
The  Motives  to  it,  are,  the  Caufe  of  God,  and  the 
Need  we  hand  in,  for  his  Glory,  of  a  Protection 
like  yours.  I  am  with  the  utmoft  Refpedt, 

Mojl  reverend  Father , 

Tours ,  &c.  De  Premare, 

The  Courfe  for  faffing  the  Str eights  of  Malacca  and 

Gobernadour. 

i 

From  the  Point  of  Achen *  we  muft  coaft  along 
the  I  (land  of  Sumatra  to  the  Cape  of  Diamonds , 
that  is,  to  the  Diftance  of  about  forty  five  Leagues, 
All  this  Coaft  ftands  pretty  high,  the  Shored  are 
lin’d  with  green,  and  the  Bottom  is  good  from  fe~ 
ven  to  fourteen  and  fifteen  Fathoms  j  and  Care  muft 
be  taken  not  to  go  above  two  Leagues  from  Land, 
At  the  Cape  of  Diamonds  we  fteer  South  and  by  Eaft, 
and  foon  difcover  the  Ifiand  of  Polverere ,  which  is 
very  high  and  woody.  It  may  be  feen  twenty 
Leagues  off,  and  ftands  but  about  twenty  five  from 
the  Cape  of  Diamonds .  ’Tis  uninhabited,  and  the 
whole  Bland  is  not  above  a  Quarter  of  a  Leao-ue  in 
Circumference.  There  is  good  anchor!  ng^here, 
A  League  or  two  from  Polverere ,  we  fteer  Eaftward 
towards  Polijara ,  another  fmall  Ifiiand  at  eio-hteen 
Leagues  Diftance,  it  refembling  the  former  very 
much,  and  in  clear  Weather,  the  one  may  be  feen 
from  the  other.  Polijara  is  on  the  Indian  Side  ;  and 
we  need  not  go  nearer  it  than  to  about  the  Diftance 
©f  eight  or  nine  Leagues  ;  but  we  muft  fteer  between 
thefe  two  Blands,  in  order  to  get  into  the  true 
Channel  When  we  are  at  this  Diftance  from  Po- 
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lijara ,  we  fee,  on  one  Side,  the  Indian  Coaft  ftand-* 
inglow,  and  border’d  with  Trees  ;  and,  on  the  o^ 
ther  we  lofe  Sight  of  the  Shores  of  Sumatra .  We 
then  mult  bear  away  South-eaft  and  by  Eaft, 
turning  a  little  towards  the  South-eaft,  in  order  to 
fail  direcdy  between  two  Banks  of  Sand,  which  we 
are  obliged  to  pafs.  It  were  better  to  go  through 
the  narrow  Channel  Eaft  ward,  and  the  neareft  to 
Malacca  ;  the  broad  Channel  Weftward  being  too 
far  from  Land.  We  foon  difcover  the  Mountain  of 
Porcelar ,  on  the  Indian  Side  ;  but  in  order  to  fail 
as  fecurely  as  poffible,  we  alfo  muft  fteer  towards 
the  Elands  Aros9  which  lie  full  Weft  :  We  then 
may  be  allured  that  we  are  right  in  our  Courfe, 
and  muft  bear  away  South-eaft  and  by  Eaft,  in 
order  to  reach  the  Indian  Coaft,  and  eaft  An¬ 
chor  before  Malacca .  In  this  Streight,  the  Land- 
winds  commonly  blew  in  the  Night  Time,  and  at 
Noon  the  Sea- winds  fprung  up.  Almoft  every 
Night  we  had  pretty  hard  Gales,  with  Flalhes  of 
Lightning  by  Intervals  ;  and  the  Currents  ran 
North-weft  and  South-eaft.  We  eaft  Anchor  two 
or  three  Times  every  twenty  four  Hours  5  and  were 
obliged  to  fend  out  the  Long-boat  every  Moment, 
to  take  the  Soundings,  for  fear  we  fhould  go  out  of 
our  Courfe. 

After  having  fee n  the  Elands  Aros9  we  bear  away 
in  order  to  come  in  Sight  of  Rochade  Cape,  on  the 
Indian  Side  ;  and  this  Cape  remains  at  the  Eaft. 
Finally,  we  compleat  the  Certainty  of  our  Courfe, 
by  a  very  lharp-pointed  Rock,  on  which  neither 
Mofs,  nor  any  Kind  of  Verdure  grow  ;  and  this 
Rock  remains  Eaft  South-eaft  from  Rochade  Cape. 
Then  failingSouth  and  by  Eaft,  we,  in  a  few  Hours, 
by  Help  of  the  Tide,  eaft  Anchor  a  full  League 
from  Malacca  ;  and  from  thence  we  begin  to  get 
Sight  again  of  the  Coaft  of  Sumatra, 
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The  Coaft  of  Malacca  Hands  low,  and  is  covered 
with  Cocoa  and  Palm  Trees,  which  hide  the  City, 
Nothing  is  feen  here  but  fome  Houfes  pretty  like 
thofe  of  Achen ,  which  ftretch  above  half  a  League 
along  the  Sea-fhore.  The  Citadel  appears  black. 
Several  Centinels  (white  Men)  Hand  on  the  Ram¬ 
parts;  and  within,  is  an  Eminence,  and  the  Ruins 
of  a  Steeple,  which  feems  to  join  to  a  white  Houfe. 
Thefe  are  the  Obje&s  that  firft  ftrike  the  Eye,  and 
thereby  Malacca  is  known.  Thofe  who  obferve  the 
above  Diredions,  cannot  miftake  in  their  Courfe. 
Departing  from  Malacca ,  we  bear  away,  South 
and  by  Eaff,  as  far  as  the  Streights  of  Gobernadour  ; 
and  there  is  not  any  Danger  for  the  firft  forty  Leagues. 
When  there  is  no  Poffibility  of  going  againft  Tide, 
we  muft  caft  Anchor  twice  or  thrice  every  Day.  In 
our  Courfe,  we  meet  to  the  Right,  with  the  Elands 
Mariacai  ;  and  there  alfo  are  fome  Elands  to  the 
Left,  but  thefe  have  no  Name.  To  get  into  the 
Streights  of  Gobernadour ,  we  muft  firft  fail  North¬ 
ward,  leaving  the  Streights  of  Sincaporat o  the  Right. 
There  the  Sea  is  every  where  full  of  Elands  ;°the 
Currents  are  very  rapid,  the  Tide  vaftly  ftrong,  and 
fometimes  continues  twelve  Hours.  At  our  En¬ 
trance  into  thefe  Streights,  we  perceive  an  Eland  on 
which  are  three  Trees,  that  appear  at  a  Diftance, 
like  three  Mafts  of  Ships.  *Tis  called  the  Eland  of 
Sand,  and  is  feen  a  League  off.  It  may  be  a  Quar¬ 
ter  of  a  League  long,  and  an  hundred  Paces  broad. 
*Tis  almoft  level  with  the  Sea.  We  muft  leave  it 
to  the  Right,  and  come  into  fixteen  Fathoms  Wa¬ 
ter.  We  then  bear  Eaftward,  and  meet  with  an¬ 
other  little  ïfland,  all  of  Sand,  in  which  feven  or 
eight  vaftly  high  Trees,  at  a  Diftance  from  one  an¬ 
other,  are  feen.  This  is  called  the  Square  Eland, 
whence  we  fee  St.  John's  Eland,  ftill  to  the  Right  ; 
and  the  laft  mentioned  is  about  four  or  five  Leagues 
in  Circumference.  If  we  ihould  find  but  five  Fa¬ 
thom 
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thorn  Water*  we  then  muft  bear  away  Eaft  North- 
eaft  -,  but  if  we  have  Sea-room*  and  can  meet  with 
no  Bottom*  we  muft  fteer  full  Eaft*  taking  Care 
not  to  advance  too  near  the  Elands  lying  on  the  Left. 
We  thence  difcover  the  Mountain  of  ïhory  and 
are  off  that  little  Kingdom.  Finally,  continuing 
this  Courfe  Eaftward,  we  come  to  Cape  Romança. 
We  then  bear  away  Eaft  South-eaft,  and  Eaft  and 
by  South  ;  then  leaving  this  Cape  Northward,  w6 
fteer  Eaft  South-eaft,  to  get  Sight  of  the  White 
Stones ,  an  Affemblage  of  Elands  lying  pretty  much 
to  Seaward.  Affoon  as  we  fpy  thefe,  we  muft  bear 
away  Eaft  for  fome  Time  5  then  Eaft  North-eaft  % 
and  laftly,  North-eaft*  and  North-eaft  and  by 
North,  to  enter  the  Gulph  of  Siam,  and  from  thence 
into  the  great  Sea  of  China .  The  Streights  of  Go- 
hernadour  are  twenty  Leagues  long,  and  are  pafs’d 
with  great  Difficulty  the  firft  Time^ 

^  •'  -r  -■ 

Father  Bouvet,  to  Father  De  la  Chaize* 
ConfeJJor  to  his  Majejly . 

Reverend  Father ,  Pekin  g*  No v .  3  o .  1699. 

HOW  fortunate  foever  my  firft  Voyage  may 
have  been,  when  I  fet  Sail  fourteen  Years 
ago  from  Rreji  for  Siam*  on  board  the  Birdy  one 
of  his  Majefty’s  Frigats,  ih  Company  with  five  o- 
ther  Priefts  f  of  our  Society  *  I  yet  can  affure  you* 
that  my  late  Voyage  was  ftill  more  fuccefsful.  We 
fet  out  on  this  Voyage  later  in  the  Year  than  we  did 
in  our  former,  and  to  à  far  more  diftant  Country. 
We  were  unprovided  with  Charts  and  Pilots,  which 
are  abfolutely  neceffary  for  thofe  who  defire  to  fail 
fecurely  in  the  Seas  of  China  5  and  neverthelefs  we 
eaft  Anchor  happily  before  the  Elands  of  Canton . 

*  In  the  Beginning  of  1685. 

f  The  Fathers  de  fontaney,  Tachàrd,  Gerbillon,  le  Comte^ 
end  Vifdelou. 

feveîi 
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:  feven  Months  after  our  Departure  from  Rochelle , 
notwithftanding  that  we  had  been  obliged,  againft 
our  Will,  to  fray  a  Fortnight  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope , 
and  afterwards  touch’d  at  three  other  Places  ;  and  the 
moft  furprizing  Circumftance  of  all,  tho’  we  mifs’d 
the  Streightsof  Sunda,  which,  till  then,  was  thought 
the  only  Courfe,  in  order  for  failing  diredtly  from 
Europe  to  Siam  and  China .  But  this  Misfortune,  fo 
far  from  being  di [advantageous,  gave  us  an  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  procuring  in  Malacca ,  the  Charts  and  Pi¬ 
lots  which  wre,  in  all  Probability,  fhould  not  have 
had  an  Opportunity  of  meeting  with  elfewhere. 

There  were  but  very  few  Sick  on  board  our  Ship 
during  the  whole  Voyage  •,  and  the  Mifilonaries  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  wifh’d  for  Port,  Thanks  to  Providence, 
in  perfect  Health.  We  were  now  eleven  in  Num¬ 
ber,  tho’  at  firft  only  nine  had  *  embark’d  at  Ro¬ 
chelle^  with  Chevalier  de  la  Roque .  But  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope ,  that  Commander  took  on  board  his 
Ship  Fathers  Homenge  and  Rahorier ,  who  came  in 
Mr.  des  Augers'  Squadron. 

A  Circumftance  which  gave  us  great  Comfort  at 
our  Arrival  in  China  was,  that,  agreeably  to  the  De¬ 
fires  and  Willies  which  we  had  offered  up  continually 
to  Heaven,  for  the  Succefs  of  our  Voyage,  efpecial- 
3y  during  the  laft  two  Months,  we  were  fo  happy  as 
to  land  at  the  IOand  of  Sanchan ,  contrary  to  the  Ex¬ 
pectation  and  even  the  Defign  of  our  Pilots,  v/ho9 
the  Evening  before,  having  thought  it  impoffible  to 
reach  that  Place,  had  changed  their  Courfe,  and  in¬ 
tended  to  caft  Anchor  in  Sight  of  Macao .  We 
took  the  Opportunity  which  now  offered  itfelf,  for 
our  vifiting  the  Spot  where  the  Body  of  St.  Francis 
Xavier  was  firft  buried,  at  the  Time  that  a  Period 
was  put  to  his  Apoftolical  Labours,  and  went  thi¬ 
ther  in  Elopes  of  being  favoured  (together  with  the 

*  Fathers  Bouvet,  Doîzé,  Parnon,  de  Broffia,  de  Premare, 
Regis,  Peremiin,  Geneix,  and  Brother  de  Belleville. 

F  Dull 
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Dtift  of  his  old  Sepulchre)  with  fome  Sparks  of  that 
Fire,  of  that  truly  apoftolical  Zeal,  which  inflamed 
the  Heart  of  this  great  Apoftle  during  his  Life  time, 
and  with  which  he  daily  continues  to  warm  the 
Breafts  of  all  who  are  fo  happy  as  to  imitate  him  *. 

I  was 

*  If  Francis  Xavier  was  fo  holy  a  Saint  as  the  Jefuits  declare 
him  to  be,  fome  accufe  them  with  making  others  of  their  Order 
pafs  for  fuch,  who  were  mere  Cheats  and  Spies.  To  which  Pur- 
pofe  I  have  met  with  the  following  Relation,  the  Truth  whereof 
I  will  not  pretend  to  warrant,  but  give  it  in  my  Author’s  Words, 
as  tranflated  by  me,  with  this  fmgle  Refle&ion  (which  I  would 
have  applied  to  every  Inilance  I  fhall  quote  of  this  Kind)  that  as 
the  Jefuits  may  very  poftibly  exaggerate  in  the  Elogiums  they 
bellow  on  the  moil  renowned  of  their  Brethren  ;  fo  their  Enemies 
may  often  write  with  too  much  Rancour  pgainft  them,  and  dillort 
Things,  But  to  the  Relation.  .  .  .  Francis  Matthew  Cyprian ,  â 
jefuit,  came  from  the  Eaji  Indies  to  Macao .  Scarce  was  he  ar¬ 
rived  ou  Shore,  but  the  Bells  of  the  College  rang  fo  loud,  that 
the  whole  Town  was  alarmed,  and  wanted  to  know  what  was 
the  Caufe  of  this  merry  ringing.  Their  Curiofity  was  foon  fa» 
tisfied  by  the  jefuits  running  up  and  down,  and  crying,  Father 
Cyprian  come  at  laji.  H;s  Life  was  fuch  as  is  called  by  the 
Jefuits,  holy  ;  which  the  People  believing,  declared  him  pub- 
lkkfy  to  be  a  S  tint.  But  that  the  Reader  may  form  the  better 
judgment  of  the  Perfon  who  was  thus  unanimoufly  canonized, 

I  fhall  relate  in  few  Words,  not  his  whole  Life  (for  that  would 
be  too  prolix)  but  only  his  Conduct  in  Macao ,  to  which  the  Peo¬ 
ple  were  Eye- Witneffes,  and  at  the  fame  Time,  the  Heralds  of 
bis  Frauds.  Cyprian  afcending  the  Pulpit  one  Day,  in  the  Jefu¬ 
its  Church,  after  having  been  frequently  defired  by  his  Brethren 
to  preach  there,  the  Burthen  of  his  Sermon  was  to  the  following 
Purpofe.  .  .  .  That  St.  Francis  Xavier  had  fent  him  to  preach 
the  Gofpel  in  Japan,  which  Order  he  had  given  him  in  one  of 
their  many  Conferences.  As  a  San&ion  to  his  Words,  he  called 
upon  the  Teftimony  of  the  Holy  Images,  the  Walls  and  Pillars 
of  their  Church.  And  to  perfuade  the  Auditors  of  the  Truth  of 
his  Revelations  and  Extafies,  he  told  them  it  would  be  to  no  Pur¬ 
pofe  for  the  Inhabitants  of  that  City  to  oppofq  his  going  to  Ja  ¬ 
pan,  inafmuch  as  that  his  Cloak  would  ferve  him  for  a  Ship, 
and  his  Staff  for  a  Mall  ;  and  that  thus  equipp’d,  he  would  crofs 
into  Japan  more  fecurely  than  in  the  llouteft  Ship..  Thefe  Par¬ 
ticulars,  and  many  more  fuch,  deliver’d  by  him  in  his  Sermon, 
griev’d  the  People  very  much  ;  becaufe,  had  his  Affertion  been 
verified,  the  Portuguese  would  certainly  have  loft  the  Japan 
Trade,  and  fo  all  would  be  ruined.  Upon  this,  the  Clergy  and 

*  the 
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I  was  the  fir  ft  who  difcovered  that  Sepulchre*  by 
mentioning  it  to  fome  Fifhermen  of  the  IOand*  and 

I  like- 

the  Learned  among  the  Laity  met  together,  to  etiquire  into  the 
Reafons  which  could  prompt  the  Jefuit  to  deliver  himfelf  in  this 
Manner,  and  how  to  prevent  the  ill  Effefts  of  it.  The  molt  ju¬ 
dicious  among  them  imagined,  that  he  was  a  Fool,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  a  Hypocrite,  an  Opinion  which  was  not  very  iJL 
grounded  ?  it  being  natural  enough  to  fuppofe  that  he  concealed, 
beneath  this  outward  Appearance  of  Folly*  the  Delign  he  har¬ 
bour’d  of  favouring  the  Dutch ,  who  made  Ufe  of  him  as  a  very 
fit  Infirurhènt  to  ruin  the  City. 

Cyprian  being  told  what  had  pall  in  the  AiTembly  (the  Jefuits 
having  truhy  Perfons  in  all  Places,  who,  either  out  of  Fear  or 
Interelt,  acquaint  them  with  whatever  is  doing)  Wrote  down,  on  a 
Piece  of  Paper,  the  feveral  Things  which  had  pad  in  the  Alfem- 
bly  ;  and  put  the  Paper  into  the  Hand  of  a  Statue  of  St.  Francis 
Xayier ,  handing  in  the  Cell  of  Manuel  Diaz,  a  Jefuit  and  their 
Vilitor.  Soon  after,  a  Perfon  who  had  been  in  the  A/Tembly  in 
quedion,  Came  to  fee  the  Vifitor,  which  Cyprian  hearing,  he 
Went  to  Diaz's  Apartment,  and  whifpering  fomethino-  in  his  Ear 
in  Prefence  of  tile  Layman,  went  away.  After  he  was  gone,  the 
Vifitor  faid  to  the  Layman,  D'ye  know.  Sir,  what  Father  ’  Cy¬ 
prian  fays  ?  What  Paper  is  that  which  St.  Francis  Xavier  holds 
iit  his  Hand ?  The  Layman  taking  the  Paper,  found  therein  the 
Names  of  all  the  Perfons  who  compofed  that  Afiembly,  in  Fa» 
ther  Cyprians  Hand-writing  ;  and  farther,  that  they  fhould  all 
die  in  two  Months,  for  judging  fo  unfavourably  of  this  Jefuit  t 
Then  the  Vifitor  earneftiy  conjured  the  Layman,  to  make  the 
Paper  in  question  publick,  in  order  that  thofe  Perfons  who  were  to 
die  might  prepare  themfelves.  However,  the  contrary  of  all 
this  happened  ;  for  fome  of  thofe  who  before  had  been  in  a  very 
ill  State  of  Health,  were  much  better  during  thofe  two  Months» 
and  continued  well  a  long  Time  after  :  Poffibîy  becaulethe  Difeafe 
(that  Fury)  had  a  Regard  for  Father  Cyprian \ or  becaufe  the  Sick 
Perfons  pofTesf’d  fome  Relicks  of  him,  as  his  Hair,  his  worne  out 
Shirts,  and  fuch  like,  which  he  ufed  to  give  away  very  liberal¬ 
ly.  The  Populace  had  the  higher!  Veneration  for  him  ;  and 
when  they  begg’d  Leave  to  cut  his  Gown,  which  was  new  and 
lit  of  good  Cloth,  he  defired  them  to  defiÆ,  faying  that  his  outward 
f  Garment  was  not  a  very  confiderable  Relick  ;  but  that,  if  they 

would  bring  him  new  Linnen,  he  would  barter  his  old  Shirts 

□  for  it. 

An  Indian  Idolater,  who  pretended  to  pafs  for  a  Chriftian 
;  ufed  to  lhave  him  gratis,  and  declared  that  this  Action  alone  would 
Tave  been  fufficient  to  convert  him  ;  but  the  Truth  was  he  mrt 

Tpl  ^  O 
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1  likewife  was  the  firft  who  had  the  Confolation  to 
vifit  it,  in  Company  with  Mr,  de  Beaulieu ,  Enfign 
of  the  Amphitrite ,  an  Officer  of  great  Piety,  and 
very  zealous  for  his  Majefty’s  Service. 

He  commanded  the  Pinnace  of  the  Amphitrite , 
which  Chevalier  de  la  Roque  had  ordered  to  be  fitted 
out  to  carry  me  to  §uanhay^  a  Town  in  the  Province 
of  Canton ,  Handing  on  the  Sea-fhore,  oppofite  to 
the  IQand  of  Sanchan ,  which  is  under  its  Jurifdiffion. 
I  therefore  went  thither,  in  Hopes  of  meeting  with 
fome  Pilot  of  the  Country,  who  might  convey  us 

confiderably  every  Time  he  fhav’d  him,  becaufe  he  fold  the  Hairs 
of  his  Beard  as  fo  many  Relicks. 

To  conclude,  an  Affair  which  happened  afterwards,  confirmed 
them  in  their  Opinion  of  his  being  a  Spy.  A  fimple  and  pious 
Jefait  came  Co  father  John  Baptifi  Morales ,  and  faid  to  him  pri¬ 
vately  :  In  tnjjo  Months  lime  the  Emperor  of  Japan  will  fend  for 
us.  'Twelve  of  our  College  ( of  whom  I  my f elf  jhall  be  one )  will 
go  thither  ;  and  during  the  frft  five  Tears  nve  Jhali  fujfer  three  Kinds 
of  B  uni  foment ,  that  of  the  Sword,  of  Fire ,  and  of  the  Crofs  ;  and 
*ive  have  been  Eye -voit  refis  to  the  great  Miracles  which  Father 
Cyprian  has  performed  to  confirm  this  Truth.  However,  not  only 
two  Months,  but  two  Years  pail  (as  there  would  even  two  Thou- 
land)  and  not  one  of  thefe  Jefuits  loft  their  Lives  ;  nor  did  any 
of  Ym  go  to  Japan.  Mis  certain,  however,  that  Father  Cypri¬ 
an  had  prepar’d  to  go  into  that  Empire  in  two  Months  ;  and, 
for  this  Purpofe,  had  fent  two  jefuits  to  a  Defart  Ifîand,  to  build 
a  VeiTel,  in  order  to  convey  him  into  the  Empire  in  queftion  ;  of 
which  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City  hearing,  they  gave  Orders  for 
deftroying  the  VeiTel  in  queftion.  However,  Father  Cyprian  ad- 
vifed  the  Perfons  who  were  to  execute  this  Commifhon,  to  for¬ 
bear,  declaring  that  Fire  would  fall  from  Heaven  on  thofe  who 
fhould  make  any  fuch  Attempt.  He  partly  fpoke  Truth  and 
partly  Falfhood,  there  being  Fire  employed,  but  not  from  Hea¬ 
ven  ;  and  this  Fire  did  not  confirme  the  Men,  but  Thefe  burnt 
the  Ship.  By  this  Means,  his  whole  Defign  was  difcovered  ; 
and  the  [nquiiitors  being  fully  inform’d  of  his  Revelations,  his 
Prophecies  and  Impoftures,  commanded  that  he  fhould  be  fent 
back  into  India.  Anthony  Cardin ,  a  Jefuit,  was  appointed  to 
convey  him  thither  ;  butas  himfelf  and  Father  Cyprian  had  fuck’d 
the  fame  Milk,  and  the  fame  Doélrine,  he  permitted  him  to  take 
Refuge  among  the  Moors,  where  he  ended  his  Life  as  pioufly  as 
he  had  begun  and  continued  it  till  that  Time.  La  Morale  pra* 
tique  des  J  (fuites  t  Vol .  I.  pag.  255.  &  feq. 
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fafe  to  the  Mouth  of  the  River  Canton ,  which  we 
intended  to  go  up. 

In  our  Paffage  from  Sane  ban  to  Quanhay,  we  met 
three  Gallies,  which  had  been  arm’d  again  ft  certain 
Pirates  of  little  Force,  who  fcour  thofe  Seas,  and 
were  commanded  by  a  Chineze  Officer,  who  knew 
me  immediately,  he  having  feen  me  five  Years  be» 
fore  in  Canton.  This  Officer  would  make  me  goon 
board  his  Galley  ;  and  he  himfelf  conducted  us  to 
the  Sepulchre  of  St.  Francis  Xavier ,  which  had  been 
often  vifited  by  him,  it  being  venerated  in  all  Parts 
of  the  Ifland.  We  call  Anchor  almoft  within 
Mufket-ffiot  of  that  facred  Spot  ;  and  after  being  got 
affiore,  and  having  teftified  the  Reverence  we  bear  to 
that  holy  Apoftle,  by  feveral  Bows  and  Proftrations, 
both  in  the  Chineze  and  European  Manner,  we  fun  g 
Fe  Deum ,  to  thank  that  great  Saint  for  the  Protecti¬ 
on  he  had  obtained  for  us,  from  Heaven,  during 
the  whole  Voyage;  and  afterwards  offered  up  feve¬ 
ral  other  Prayers,  together  and  apart,  in  a  Strain  of 
De  votion  fuitable  to  the  Sanctity  of  the  Place.  This 
Solemnity  concluded  with  a  triple  Salvo  of  all  our 
Boxes,  Pattereroes  and  fmall  Arms  on  board  our  Pin¬ 
nace,  accompanied  with  Acclamations  of,  Long  live 
the  King.  The  Order  and  Regularity  with  which 
the  whole  Ceremony  was  performed,  under  the  pm-* 
dent  Direction  of  Mr.  de  Beaulieu ,  delighted  the 
Chineze ,  wffio  were  Spectators  of  it,  and  at  the  fame 
Time,  gave  them  a  very  favourable  Opinion  of  our 
Nation. 

My  Companions,  to  whom  I  had  pointed  out  the 
Spot  where  was  the  Sepulchre  of  the  holy  Apoftle, 
before  I  myfelf  vifited  it,  fired  with  a  facred  Im¬ 
patience  to  go  and  offer  up  their  Devotions  there 
in  Perfon,  would  not  ftay  till  I  had  an  Opportunity 
of  giving  them  more  certain  Advice  concerning  it, 
but  climb’d  up  a  high  Mountain,  drefs’d  in  their  fa- 
cerdocal  Veftments,  &V.  After  afwift  March  of  feve- 
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ral  Hours  through  pathlefs  and  craggy  Solitudes, 
they  arrived,  almoft  out  of  Breath,  at  the  wiffi’d 
for  Place.  They  pafs’d  the  Night  there  in  Prayer, 
with  fome  other  Perfons,  who  had  accompanied 
them.  The  next  Morning  they  celebrated  eight 
Mafles  fucceffively,  in  that  pious  Frame  of  Mind, 
which  is  found  fcarce  any  where  but  on  filch  Qcca- 
fions. 

As  all  of  us  had  taken  the  mod  exadt  Notice  of 
the  Situation  of  the  Place,  one  of  our  firft  Defigns, 
•when  we  were  all  met,  was  to  agree  upon  the  Form 
and  Dimenfions  of  the  little  Chapel/ which  the  fe- 
veral  Paflengers,  and  the  whole  Crew  on  board  the 
Xmphitrite ,  had  made  a  folemn  Vow  to  build,  two 
Months  before,  in  Memory  of  the  Apofile  of  the 
Eaft  ;  in  cafe  that  great  Saint  ffiould  prevail  with 
Heaven,  to  permit  us  to  arrive  fafe  that  Year  in 
China ,  as  had  accordingly  happened. 

The  Çhineze  Officer  who  had  conducted,  me  to 
the  Sepulchre  of  St.  Francis  Xavier ,  accompanied 
me  afterwards  to  Quanhay.  He  immediately  in¬ 
formed  the  commanding  Officer  of  the  Town,  to 
whom  he  was  fubordinate,  of  my  Return  from  Eu¬ 
rope  ^  and  the  Motive  of  my  waiting  upon  him. 
This  Mandarin,  who  had  feen  me  feveral  Times  in 
Canton ,  and  knew  me,  commanded  the  Officer  of 
the  Gallies  in  my  Prefence,  to  lend  for  the  ableft 
Pilot  in  Shianhay  -,  and  then  conduct,  with  his  Gal- 
lies  and  our  Pinnace,  our  Ship  towards  Macao . 
With  regard  to  myfelf,  the  fame  Honours  were 
paid  me  on  ffiore  (by  his  Order)  as  are  indulg’d  the 
Kin- chat)  or  EmperouFs  Envoys  ;  as  they  likewife 
were  by  all  the  Mandarins  whom  I  met  with  in  the 
Way,  quite  up  to  Canton^  the  Capital  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  that  Name.  I  had  determined  two  Days 
before  to  vifit  this  City,  that  I  might  fend  fpeedy 
Advice  to  Court  of  our  Arrival,  and  procure  freffi 
Succours  for  the  Amphitriie \ 

During 
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■  During  the  three  Days  which  I  was  obliged  to 
flay  there,  to  receive  and  return  the  Vifits  of  ail  the 
General  Officers  of  the  Province,  wrho  came  to  con¬ 
gratulate  me  upon  my  happy  and  fpeedy  Arrival  ; 
I  prevailed  with  the  Viceroy,  and  the  chief  Officer 
of  the  Cuftoms,  to  permit  the  Amphitrite  to  go  quite 
up  the  River;  and  with  this  Diftindtion,  that  it 
fhould  not  be  fearch’d  or  gaug’d  by  the  Cuftom- 
houfe  Officers,  nor  pay  any  Duties,  not  even  thofe 
of  gauging  and  anchoring,  which  his  Chinez#  Maje- 
fty  requires  from  all  Ships  *. 

I  afterwards  went  on  board  a  little  Veffiel  which 
the  Viceroy  had  order’d  out  ;  and  having  two  excel¬ 
lent  Chineze  Pilots,  I  made  all  the  Hade  poffible 
back  to  the  Amphitrite ,  to  inform  the  Ship?s  Com¬ 
pany  of  the  good  News.  I  imagined  I  fhould  find 
her  at  the  Mouth  of  the  River,  and  fail’d  as  far  as 
the  Hand  of  S, anchan ,  paffing  twice  before  our 
Saint’s  Tomb  ;  but  I  needed  not  have  gone  fo  far  ;  for 
whilft  I  was  failing  between  thefe  Hands,  the  Ship, 
which  had  put  to  Sea,  came  and  call  Anchor  in 
Sight  of  the  City  of  Macao ,  where  I  found  her  at 
my  Return.  Chevalier  de  la  Rcque^  and  the  reft 
of  the  Officers  of  the  Ship,  were  overjoyed  at  the 
good  News  I  brought  them  ;  they  being  perfuaded, 
by  the  Honours  which  the  Chineze ,  and  particularly 
the  Mandarins,  paid  meagainftmy  Will,  that  they 
fhould  meet  with  a  kind  Reception.  For  this  Rea- 
fon,  they  immediately  went  up  the  River,  and  the 
tvvo  Pilots  whom  I  had  brought  with  me,  conducted 
the  Ship  within  two  Leagues  of  the  Walls  of  the 
City  of  Canton ,  and  call  Anchor  there.  During 
this"  Interval,  I  went  to  that  great  City,  in  order  to> 
get  Leave  for  our  Tick  Men  to  go  afhore  in  the 
neighbouring  Village,  where  we  were  to  land.  I 

*  Pofiibly  the  Jefuit  may  enlarge  a  little  he>e,  in  the  great 
Regard  which  he  fays  was  fhown  to  a  Veffe.1  of  the  French  Na- 
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luckily  met  with  the  Soitg^too ,  a  Mandarin  whole 
Authonty  is  equal  to  that  of  the  Viceroy,  but  with 
this  Difference,  that  the  Song-too  preffdes  over  two 
Provinces,  and  the  Viceroy  only  over  one.  Beino* 
intimately  acquainted  with  this  Mandarin,  I  pre¬ 
vailed  with  him,  and  with  the  Viceroy,  to  let  Che¬ 
valier  de  la  Roque ,  and  the  other  Officers  have  a 
Cong-koen  or  publick  Hotel,  wherein  lodge  fiich 
Perfons  of  Quality  and  Mandarins  as  are  fent  with 
Honour  into  the  Provinces.  With  regard  to  my- 
felf,  I  lodged  at  the  fame  Cong-koen  in  "which  I  re- 
fided  when  Î  fet  fail  from  Chinn  to  France  \  and 
was  treated  in  much  the  fame  Manner  as  before. 
When  we  came  to  Canton,  the  Emperor  was  in 
Eaftem  tartary  ;  but  immediately  upon  his  Arrival 
in  Peking ,  he  ordered  three  Kin-chai  or  Envoys  to 
ride  poft  and  receive  me  ;  thefe  Envoys  were,  Father 
Vifdelou,  a  French  Jefuit,  Father  Suarez ,  a  Poriu- 
gueze  Jeiuit,  and  a  Manchew-P art ar  *,  whole  Name 
was  Hencama,  Principal  of  a  Tribunal  belonging  to 
the  Emperor’s  Palace. 

Upon  their  Arrival  they  told  us,  in  Prefence  of 
the  Viceroy,  the  Commander  of  the  Militia,  and  all 
the  other  IVIandarins  or  General  Officers  of  the 
Province,  that  the  Emperor  was  glad  my  Compa¬ 
nions  and  I  were  returned  fafe  :  That  his  Majefty 
had  ordered  that  I  fhould  take  five  of  them  with 
me  to  Court  ;  and  that  the  reft  had  full  Liberty  to 
go  and  preach  the  Law  of  the  Lord  in  all  Parts  of 
his  Empire;  that  the  Amphitrite  (which  had  brouo-fit 
me  from  France)  fhould  be  free  of  all  Dutierof 
Gauging  and  Anchorage  :  That  he  granted  the 
Merchants  who  came  on  board  thaCShip,  the  Leave 
tney  had  fued  for,  to  hire  a  Houle  in  Canton ,  and 
fettle  a  Trade  there.  Finally,  that  he  was  pleafed 


1  belittle  Nation  of  the Mancheous  (or  Manchets)  in  Eaftem 
Canary  have  made  themfelves  famous,  within  thefe  hundred 
Years,  by  the  Conqueit  of  China. 
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with  the  Favour  which  had  been  fhown  the  French  % 
and  required,  that  henceforward  they  fhould  be 
treated  with  {till  greater  Honour  and  Diftin&ion. 

Some  Days  after,  the  three  Envoys  defired  all 
my  Companions,  with  myfelf,  to  meet  in  our  Houfe 
at  Canton ,  in  order  that  he  might  acquaint  us  with 
the  Emperor’s  Commands.  Being  come  thither, 
Hencama ,  in  Prefence  of  the  other  two  Envoys, 
told  us,  as  from  his  Chineze  Majefty,  that  the  Thino- 
on  which  his  Sovereign  fet  the  higheft  Value  was 
Virtue  ;  and,  next  to  this,  Learning,  and  Skill  in 
the  Arts  \  that  he  had  lent  me  into  France,  there 
to  feek  for  Companions  poffefs’d  of  thofe  Qualities  ; 
and  was  highly  fatished,  as  I  had  faithfully  dis¬ 
charged  the  Order  which  had  been  given  me  for 
thatPurpofe  :  he  declared  farther,  that  the  Emperor 
would  keep  five  of  my  Companions  in  his  Service  ; 
and  that  the  other  fix  might  go  and  refide  in  any 

Part  of  his  Empire,  and  preach  the  Chriftian  Reli¬ 
gion. 

The  Envoys  having  done  fpeaking,  our  Miflio- 
naries  drew  up  in  two  Lines,  and  pro  if  rated  them- 
felves  nine  Times,  after  the  Chineze  Manner,  to 
thank  the  Emperor  for  his  Goodnefs.  This  was 
done  before  a  Multitude  of  People,  who  went  im¬ 
mediately  and  told  all  that  had  pafied  -,  a  Circum- 
ftance  which  gained  the  Miflionaries  great  Credit 
in  Canton. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Viceroy  and  the  reft  of  the 
Mandarins,  in  Compliance  with  the  Orders  deliver¬ 
ed  to  us  by  the  Envoys,  and  to  fhow  our  Officers 
ftill  greater  Favour,  refolved  to  invite  them  to  a 
fplendid  Banquet,  and  to  exempt  all  their  Goods 
on  board  from  Dufies  of  every  Kind,  a  Sum  amount¬ 
ing  to  near  ten  thoufand  Crowns  ;  but  they  in  lifted 
that  we  fhould  firft  perform  a  Ceremonial  of  Thanks 
to  the  Emperor,  for  freeing  us  from  the  Duties  of 
Anchorage  and  Gauging. 


As 
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As  this  Sort  of  returning  Thanks  is  performed 
after  the  Chineze  Manner,  that  is,  by  Proftrations 
and  other  Ceremonies  which  feem  to  imply  Sub™ 
iniffion  and  Homage  ;  Father  Vifdelou  and  I  rep  re- 
fented,  that  as  the  Captain  of  the  Ship,  whofe  Bu~ 
finds  it  was  to  perform  the  Ceremony  in  queftion, 
was  an  Officer  fubjed:  to  the  greateft  and  mod:  pow¬ 
erful  Monarch  of  the  wide-extended  Weft,  who  re¬ 
ceived  Homage,  without  paying  any,  he  therefore 
could  not  perform  it  after  the  Chineze  Fafhion.  The 
Mandarins,  who  were  defirous  of  doing  honour 
to  the  French ,  fo  far  from  having  Thoughts  of  dif- 
gufting  them,  replied,  that  ft  was  enough  if  it  was 
done  in  fuch  a  Way  as  might  be  honourable  to  both 
Nations;  that  is,  partly  after  the  French,  and  partly 
after  the  Chineze  Manner  *,  and  for  this  Purpofe, 
they  them  lei  ves  propofed  that  Chevalier  de  la  Roque , 
turning  himfelf  towards  Peking ,  fliould  hearken  to 
the  Words  exprcffed  in  the  Imperial.  Order  (which 
the  Viceroy,  (landing  up  on  one  Side,  ftiould  read 
to  him)  concerning  the  Exemption  from  the  Duties  ; 
and  that  the  Chevalier  fnould  liften  to  them  refped- 
fully;  or  on  his  Knees,  with  his  Elat  on.  That  he  then 
ftiould  make  a  Bow  after  the  French  Fafhion  by  Way 
of  Thanks  %  ;  otherwife,  that  he  might  attend  to 
the  Order  with  his  Hat  off,  and  his  Body  bowed, 
but  without  kneeling  on  the  Ground,  and  then 
make  a  Bow  after  the  French  Manner. 

The  Chevalier  de  la  Roque  approving  the  laft 
Way  of  thanking  the  Emperour,  he  accordingly 
performed  the  Ceremony  in  fo  noble  a  Manner,  as 
raised  in  the  Viceroy,  and  the  reft  of  the  Mandarins 
who  were  prefent  at  it,  an  Efteern  for  his  Perfon 
and  for  that  of  his  Countrymen  -j\  The  Chineze 

m  What  a  Furs  w^s  here  made  about  a  T rifle  ? 

f  I  don’t  doubt  but  many  of  my  Readers  will  fmile  at  the 
Foopery  of  this  Defcriptiori.  One  would  take  the  Chevalier  to 
bel  Polture  r.LfLr,  rather  than  a  Sea- Officer. 

afterwards 
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afterwards  gave  an  Entertainment  to  the  Chevalier 
and  all  his  Officers,  who,  on  this  Occafion,  took 
Precedency  of  the  lèverai  General  Officers  of  the 
Province.  I  fay  on  this  Occafion  ;  for  in  another 
Entertainment  of  Ceremony  that  was  given  them, 
as  by  Order  of  the  Court,  anti  in  which  the  Vice¬ 
roy  was  feared  in  the  Middle  or  chief  Place,  as  re- 
prefenting  the  Empereur,  Chevalier  de  la  Roque  was 
fet  below  him,  but  above  the  reft  of  the  Mandarins, 
who  were  placed  oppofite  to  the  French  Officers, 
thefe  fitting  on  the  moft  honourable  Side.  Cheva¬ 
lier  de  la  Roque ,  to  whole  Option  the  Viceroy  had 
left  it  fome  Days  before,  chofe  to  be  entertained  in 
this  Manner  by  the  Viceroy  (and  that  in  the  Man¬ 
darin’s  Palace)  rather  than  by  the  reft  of  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Officers  of  the  Province,  who  are  inferior  to 
the  Viceroy,  tho’  the  Chevalier  and  his  whole  Train 
were  to  have  the  Precedency.  The  Ceremony  be¬ 
ing  ended,  we  did  not  continue  long  in  Canton ,  but 
left  Father  de  BroJJia  to  fuperintend  our  Church 
there.  The  Day  of  our  Departure,  the  Viceroy, 
the  Song-tco ,  the  Commander  of  the  Militia,  and 
the  reft  of  the  General  Officers  of  the  Province,  all 
in  their  ceremonial  Habits,  waited  upon  us  to  the 
River- fide.  We  were  informed  in  Nan-chan-fou , 
the  Capital  of  the  Province  of  Kiamfi ,  that  the  Em- 
perour  was  fet  out  from  Peking ,  and  advancing  to¬ 
wards  the  Province  of  Nanking.  We  accordingly 
ti avei  d  that  Way,  and  met  him  between  Fanchew 
and  Hoai-ngan ,  two  large  trading  Cities,  Handing 
on  the  Side  of  the  Canal  through  which  the  Em¬ 
pereur  was  palling. 

This  Moriarcl)  hearing  of  our  Arrival,  fent  Fa¬ 
ther  G er billon,  who  putting  us  on  board  a  little  Vef- 
fel,  conducted  us  towards  that  of  his  Majefty.  The 
Moment  we  came  up  with  it,  we  fell  on  our  Knees 
according  to  the  Chineze  Cuftorn,  and  enquired  af¬ 
ter  the  Emperor’s  Health.  At  that  Inftant  the 

Erince 
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Prince  appeared  at  a  Window,  and  enquired  in  fo 
very  gracious  a  Manner  how  I  did,  as  mud  have 
charm’d  the  mod  inferable  Hearts.  He  then  com¬ 
manded  us  to  come  on  board  his  Velïèl,  on  which 
Occafion  he  only  a  Iked  me  fome  Quedions,  his  Ma- 
jelly  having  before  been  diffidently  informed  of  the 
feveral  Particulars  of  our  Voyage,  by  the  long  Let¬ 
ters  I  had  writ  to  Peking. 

At  eight  in  the  Evening  of  the  fame  Day,  his 
Majedy  gave  us  a  fécond  Audience  in  his  Gofer, 
where  he  fpoke  to  us  longer,  and  with  dill  greater 
Familiarity  than  in  the  Morning.  I  begg’d  the 
Emperourto  grant  us  Leave  to  return  to  Tang-chew, 
we  having  left  the  Prefen ts  which  we  had  brought 
for  him  in  that  City.  The  Indant  we  were  arrived 
there,  we  difpofed  them  in  fo  beautiful  an  Order, 
that  feveral  of  the  principal  Noblemen  of  the  Court 
who  faw,  and  could  not  forbear  admiring  them, 
con  felled  they  were  the  mod  lingular  and  curious,  in 
their  Kind,  which  had  ever  been  feen  in  that  Court. 
The  Empereur  being  defirous  of  taking  a  nearer 
View  of  them,  caufed  the  feveral  Things  to  be 
brought  in  one  after  another  ;  and  as  he  is  perfectly 
well-fkill’d  in  all  Works  of  Art,  he  pointed  out, 
better  than  any  other  Perfon  could  have  done,  the 
Edeem  in  which  they  ought  to  be  held.  Above  all, 
he  was  druck  with  the  Portraits  of  the  Royal  Fa¬ 
mily,  and  efpecially  with  that  of  his  Majedy  of 
France ,  which  this  Prince  could  not  forbear  gazing 
upon,  as  if  the  Exadnefs  of  the  Refemblance,  and 
the  Vivacity  of  the  Colouring,  delineated,  in  a  fen- 
iible  Manner  to  his  Eyes,  the  various  Wonders  he 
had  been  told  concerning  our  augud  Sovereign  V 
Two  Days  alter.  Fathers  Vifdelou  and  Suarez, 
and  Hencama  their  Collègue,  were  commanded  to 

*  May  not  we  call  this.gro's  Flattery,  and  altogether  unwor¬ 
thy  of  a  Man  who  profeûès  to  undertake  h  ng  and  hazardous 
Voyages,  iu  no  other  View  lu;  to  win  over  Souls  to  Chrift  ? 

proceed 
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proceed  in  their  Journey  as  far  as  Peking ,  and  to 
order  the  Prefents  to  be  carried  thither.  As  to  my- 
felf,  the  Empereur  defired  Father  Gerbillon  and  I  to 
follow  him,  till  my  four  Companions  whom  I  had 
left  behind,  fhould  be  come  up  with  us. 

Hearing,  next  Morning,  that  they  were  but  three 
Leagues  from  Tang-chew ,  we  went  to  meet  them. 
The  Empereur  landed  in  a  little  Eland  called  Kin- 
iharij  fituated  in  the  Middle  of  the  Kiang  %  the 
broadefl  and  deepelt  River  in  China , 

3Twas  in  this  inchanted  Eland,  that  the  Empe¬ 
reur  law  them  all  five,  for  the  find  Time.  After  they 
had  fainted  him,  according  to  the  feveral  Chineze 
Ceremonies,  he  bid  them  come  forward,  with  fuck 
an  Air  of  Goodnefs  and  Familiarity,  as  they  could 
not  but  admire.  He  then  afkM  them  feveral  Quê¬ 
tions  relating  to  the  Sciences  and  the  polite  Arts*, 
which  gave  them  an  Opportunity  of  fhowing  their 
Abilities,  and  at  the  fame  Time  difeovered  to  than 
the  EmperouPs  Genius  and  deep  Erudition.  They 
won,  even  in  this  firft  Audience,  the  Efteem  of 
that  mighty  Monarch,  infomuch,  that  he  could  not 
forbear  faying,  that  he  believed  a  very  good  Choice 
had  been  made,  in  their  Perlons ;  that  they  fee  nr  d 
extremely  well  qualified  for  his  Service,  and  that  he 
was  mighty  glad  to  fee  them..  But  nothing  was  a 
greater  Proof  of  the  Satisfaction  he  felt  on  this  Gg- 
cafion,  than  the  Orders  he  gave  for  their  being  fbr- 
n filled  with  lighter  Barges  than  thofe  they  had  be¬ 
fore  -,  and  that  they,  Father  Gerbillon  and  myfel'f, 
fliould  attend  upon  him,  during  his  whole  Voyage, 
which  lafted  above  three  Months  -f. 

Tho* 

#  This,  I  fuppofe,  to  be  the  River  Kiam,  or  Blue  River,  ,as 
°tis  called  in  our  Maps. 

*t"  ih  thefe  Jeiuits  attended  fo  clofe  upon  the  Empereur,  merely 
to  win  him  over  to  the  Chriflian  Religion,  upon  the  Suppofitioa 
that  it  would  be  for  his  Welfare,  their  Dcfign  was  very  laudable; 
other  wile  they  would  anfwer  the  Pitture  given  of  them  in  the  fol¬ 
io  wing 
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Tho’  I  did  not  propofe  to  relate  in  this  Place# 
any  of  the  Particulars  concerning  the  Emperour’s 
Voyage,  I  yet  cannot  omit,  reverend  father,  taking 
fome  Notice  of  the  Regard  which  his  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  fhew  to  nine  or  ten  Miffionaries#  of  diffe¬ 
rent  Nations  and  Orders,  who  were  introduced  into 
his  Prefence  by  Father  Gerbillon ,  to  have  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  faluting  him,  and  to  offer  him  fome  fmall 
Curiofities.  This  Prince  caus’d  them  alJ  to  come 
near  his  Barge,  that  he  might  fpeak  to  them  with 
the  greater  Familiarity  -,  fent  them  Viands  from  his 
own  Table,  and  even  Money,  to  fhow,  by  thefe 
public  Teftimonies  of  his  Royal  Benevolence,  the 
Efteem  he  entertains  for  alJ  the  Miffionaries  in  ge¬ 
neral  ;  and  thereby  to  give  ’em  the  greater  Credit 
in  the  feveral  Provinces  of  his  Empire  *.  And,  to 

pay 

lowing  Lines.  The  Jeftiits  are  exceedingly  follicitotts  to  gain 
Credit  with  the  World,  and  to  get  Accefs  to  the  Palaces  of 
Kings  and  Princes,  they  raifmg  themfelves  by  various  Degrees 
of  Favour,  till  at  la  ft  they  grafp  all  Things*  With  what  Re¬ 
luctance  do  they  leave  a  Palace,  when  once  they  have  got  Foot¬ 
ing  in  it  ?  With  Regard  to  their  Churches  and  ocher  Edifices, 
they  employ  all  the  Arts  poffible,  in  order  to  draw  to  their 
Houfes  the  moft  confiderable  Perfons  of  the  feveral  Places  where 
they  are  fettled,  for  which  Purpofe  they  build  Roflra,  Galleries, 
and  other  Embeilifhments  of  Building,  never  ufed  by  any  other 
Order  of  Friars.  To  this  let  us  add,  their  Care  in  engrafting 
to  themfelves  the  Education  of  Youth;  the  fignal  Encourage¬ 
ment  they  give  to  the  Children  of  the  Rich,  on  whom  they  be- 
how  all  poffible  Marks  of  Diftindtion,  tho*  they  can  fcarce  read  ; 
whilii,  on  the  other  Hand,  they  take  no  Notice  of  the  Children 
of  the  Poor,  how  remarkable  foever  they  may  be  for  their  Ge¬ 
nius  or  Affidaity-  Their  chief  View,  therefore,  is,  not  to  in- 
iirudi  Youth,  but  to  gain,  by  all  the  Arts  they  can  poffibly  em¬ 
ploy,  the  Friendship  of  Perfons  in  Power,  in  order  that  they  may 
engrofs  every  Thing,  and  raife  themfelves  in  the  World,  of 
which  they  are,  at  one  and  the  fame  Time,  the  Idolrzers  andths 
Slaves.  La  morale,  pratique  des  Jefuites ,  I  om.  I.  p.  25,  26. 

*  Some  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  Fathers  llretch  almofl  as 
much,  when  they  talk  of  the  Honours  paid  them  in  China ,  and 
the  great  Regaid  which  is  there  had  to  the  Chriitian  Religion 
and  to  the  jeiuits,  as  when  they  treat  concerning,  their  Miracles. 

Cer- 
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pay  afliil  greater  and  more  peculiar  Honour  to  our 
holy  Religion,  he  fent  to  the  two  Churches  in  Nan- 
««  and  Hamcheu ,  Capital  of  the  Province  of  Cbeki 
am,  a  Perlon  to  worlhip  the  true  God  there  and 
to  enquire  into  the  State  of  thole  Churches  ’ 

On  the  Report  made  to  his  Majefty  by  this  Gift- 
°;r’  t  iat  ^ie  Chriftians  were  rebuilding  the  Church 
o  Hamcheu* ,  more  renowrfd  on  Account  of  the  lad: 
1  erfecution,  which  gave  Occafion  to  the  famous  Edid 
m  ravour  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  than  for  its 
Pidures  and  Architedure,  tho’  thefe  had  made  it  be 
confidered  as  the  fineft  Church  in  China ;  he  mtve 

a  Sum  of  Money  m  order  that  the  Edifice  might 
be  finilhed  out  of  Hand.  ° 

Such  Aiming  and  univerfal  Teftimonies  of  the  Em 
perour’s  Efteem  and  Affedion,  as  well  towards  tho fe 
Manonanes  who  are  m  his  Service,  as  to  fuch  as  live 
in  the  Provinces,  might  perfuade  our  Friends  in 
Ëumpe  that  the  Monarch  tn  queftion  is  nor  far  re 
moved  from  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  :  Neverthe 
lefs,  .f  on  the  one  Hand,  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to 
return  God  infinite  Thanks  for  the  perfed  Health 
he  indulges  this  Monarch  ;  for  the  compleat  Vidol 
iy  he  has  permitted  him  to  gam  over  the  Caldan  f 
ms  only  formidable  Enemy;  for  the  Felicity  with 
w  uch  his  Chtneze  Majefty  governs  his  Subieds  he 
being  equally  beloved  and  dreaded  by  them  ’  In 
a  Wore.,  it  ^  tis  our  Duty  to  thank  the  Almighty 
fot  the  Profperity  he  grants  him  in  this  1  ,ifo°  v,‘e 
yet,  on  the  other  hand,  have  but  too  juft  Reafon  ^ 

Cerfam  it  is,  that  they  had  ingratiated  themfelves  verv  mu  i  • 
the  Emperour’s  Favour,  €s  veFv  œuch  m 

«■«»  pi  ft  "  f'drîiiô, 

t;p"  gf  -  **  »  «*.<**£& 

f  King  of  the  Etouths  (in  Envhjh  we  ftouid  found  ,'r  Pi  .1 
of  the  moil  powerful  Tafria/fnnccs,  whol  Dot 'In  ’  008 
w.quered  not  many  Year,  fm.ee,  by  the  Emplir 

fpq  r 
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*  fear,  that  this  will  be  the  only  Reward  he  will  meet 
with,  for  all  the  moral  Virtues  which  fhine  forth  in 
his  Perfon,  and  for  the  peculiar  Protedion  he  has 
fo  conftantly  indulged  both  to  our  holy  Religion, 
during  fo  long  a  Courfe  of  Years,  and  to  fuch  as 
preach  it  in  his  Empire  ;  unlefs  the  Perfeverance  of 
fo  many  pious  Souls,  who  have  fo  long  offered  up 
their  Prayers  to  that  Power  in  whofe  Hands  is  lodg’d 
the  Heart  of  Sovereigns,  fhould  at  lad  oblige  him 
to  become  a  Convert  -,  and  force  him  to  embrace 
thofe  Truths  in  which  he  is  perfectly  inftruded. 
For  this  we  daily  implore  Heaven,  and  befeech  all 
good  Perfons  to  join  with  us  in  our  Prayers,  for  the 
greater  Glory  of  God,  and  the  Salvation  of  all  China . 

I amy  &c.  Joachim  Bouvet. 

Father  Premare,  to  Father  Le  Gobi  en. 

Ven-cheu-fu,  in  the  Province  of 
Kiamfi,  Nov.  i.  1700. 

Reverend  Father , 

AT  my  Arrival  in  this  Country,  I  had  the 
Honour  to  write  to  the  Reverend  Father  de 
la  Chaize.  Being  then  but  little  acquainted  with 
China ,  I  fcarce  prefented  him  with  any  Thing  but 
a  bare  Relation  of  our  Voyage,  and  an  Account  of 
the  many  Leagues  we  run  out  of  our  Courfe  in  dif¬ 
ferent  Seas,  for  near  eight  Months,  occafioned  by 
the  bad  Weather,  and  the  Unfkilfulnefs  of  our  Pi¬ 
lots. 

I  don’t  doubt  but  he  has  been  fo  good  as  to  com¬ 
municate  my  Letter  to  our  Fathers  ;  and  that  you 
have  met  with  fume  Particulars  in  them,  which, 
tho*  perhaps  not  curious  enough  to  be  purpofely 
fought  after,  were  yet  worthy  to  be  taken  Notice  of 
by  Travellers  when  they  come  in  their  Vf  ay. 


But 


Q  , 
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Bat  now  that  I  begin  to  be  acquainted  with  this 
Country  ;  and  that  Heaven  has  been  fo  gracious  as 
to  enable  me  to  learn,  in  a  fhort  Time,  as  much  of 
the  Chineze  Language  as  to  underfcand  tolerably  well 
what  others  lay,  and  to  make  myfelf  be  underftood 
by  them  ,  I  am  able  to  inform  you  of  a  great  many 
Particulars,  which  I  was  ignorant  of  when  I  wrote 
my  former  Letters ,  and  now  I  think  it  incumbent 
on  me  to  begin  with  a  Subjeét  which  mod  aftedls  us 
both  ;  I  mean,  with  the  State  of  Religion,  and  its 
urgent  Neceffities,  in  this  vaft  Empire.  I  there¬ 
fore  final!  not  add  any  Thing  to  what  you  have  fo 
often  been  informed  of  by  Letter  within  thele  few 
Years,  I  mean,  that  China  is  the  moil  fruitful  Cli¬ 
mate,  and  the  richeft  Country  in  the  Univerie.  The 
Magnificence  of  the  Emperor  and  of  his  Court,  and 
the  Wealth  of  the  great  Mandarins,  exceed  all  that 
could  be  faid  on  theft  Subjects.  An  European  is 
immediately  furprized  to  behold  nothing  but  a  vaft 
Profufion  of  Silk,  Porcelane,  Cabinets  and  other 
HouJfhold  Goods,  which,  tho5  not  richer  than  thofe 
in  Europe ,  are  more  glaring  than  mold  Things  of 
this  Kind  in  that  Part  of  the  World, 

But  I  will  only  obferve,  by  the  Way,  one  Thing 
to  you,  which,  at  fir  ft,  may  appear  a  Paradox,  and 
yet  nothing  can  be  more  true  ;  I  mean,  that  the 
richeft  and  moft  fi  on  ri  filing  Empire  in  the  Univerie, 
is,  in  one  Sen  ft,  the  pooreft  and  the  moft  wretched 
of  any.  China ,  how  vaflly  extended  and  fruitful 
foever  it  may  be,  is  yet  inefficient  to  maintain  its 
Inhabitants.  In  order  for  the  Cbineze  to  be  happy, 
it  were  neceftary  that  they  poffe'fftd  a  Country  four 
Times  as  large  as  their  own.  In  the  fmgle  City  of 
Canton ,  there  are,  without  enlarging,  above  a  Mil¬ 
lion  of  Souls  -,  and  5tis  faid,  that  in  a  large  Town, 
only  three  or  four  Leagues  from  Canton ,  there  are 
more  Inhabitants  than  in  the  la  ft  mentioned  City. 
This  fhows  what  a  prodigious  Number  there  mull 

G  be 
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fee  in  this  Province.  What  Idea  then  are  we  to 
form  of  the  Populoufnefs  of  the  whole  Empire,  as 
®ds  compofed  of  fifteen  large  Provinces,  moil  of 
which  are  equally  well  inhabited  %  to  how  many 
Millions  muft  this  amount  ?  Now,  a  third  Part  of 
thefe  Chmeze  would  efteein  themfelves  happy,  if 
they  only  had  Rice  enough  to  fubfift  upon. 

*  '®Tis  well  known  that  extreme  Neceffity  will 
prompt  Mankind  to  commit  the  mod  ihocking 
Ads.  Such  Europeans  as  fettle  in  China ,  and  are 
Eye-witndies  to  what  paffes,  are  not  furprized  to 
hear  -that  Mothers  kill  or  expofe  feveral  of  their 
Children  ;  that  Parents  fell  their  Daughters  for  a 
Trifle  ;  and  that  a  Spirit  of  Avarice  prevails  in  this 
Empire,  and  that  it  is  full  of  Thieves:  They  are 
rather  furprized  that  Accidents  of  a  ftill  more  fatal 
Mature  are  not  heard  of,  and  that,  during  Seafons 
of  Scarcity,  and  almoft  Famine,  which  are  but  too 
frequent  here.  Millions  ftiould  die  of  Hunger  f 
without  once  attempting  to  lay  violent  Hands  upon 
themfelves,  of  which  there  are  fo  many  Examples 
in  Europe* 

By  the  Way,  the  Poor  in  China  cannot  juftly 
be  repraaddd,  as  moil  of  thole  in  Europe  deferve  to 
be,  with  Idknefs,  and  with  their ‘having  an  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  (ubfifting  themfelves,  if  they  would  but 
work.  JT would  be  impoflible  to  defcribe  the  Toils 
and  Difoomforts  of  thefe  unhappy  People.  A  Chi- 
neze  will  frequently  fpend  whole  Days  in  turning 
ep  the  Ground  ;  will  often  fland  Knee-high  in  W a-  i 
ter,  and  yet  fuch  a  Man  in  the  Evening  fhall  think 
himfelf  happy  if  he  can  procure  only  a  little  Porrin¬ 
ger  of  Rice,  and  the  infipid  Water  in  which  it  is 

#  I  would  not  have  tranilated  molt  of  the  Particulars  which 
follow,  to  the  End  of  the  Chapter,  had  I  not  prefumed  it  might 
be  proper  to  give  my  Readers  an  Idea  of  the  Manner  in  which 
the  Jefuits  exprefs  themfelves  on  thefe  Oecafions. 

f  Î  ftsppofe  that  this  is  net  fpoken  abfolutely,  but  only  put 
•%r  a  very  great  Number. 


boiled 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits.  83 

boiled  for  his  Drink.  This  is  his  whole  Commons. 
Neverthelels,  many  of  them  are  extremely  ealy  un» 
der  their  Sufferings  ;  and  if  we  were  to  take  away 
Defires,  which  are  fo  natural  to  the  unhappy,  the 
Innocence  of  their  Manners  would  correfpond  well 
enough  with  their  Poverty*  and  the  Greatnefs  of 
;  their  Toils. 

The  firll  Reflection  which  the  Mifery  of  thofe 
poor  People  naturally  raifes  in  a  Miffionary  is,  to 
make  him  fay  thus  to  himfelf  ;  O  that  I  could  but 
procure  them,  at  lead,  the  folid  Confolation  which 
thofe  who  fuffer,  in  following  the  Maxims  of  the 
I  Gofpel,  feel  ;  if  I  could  but  teach  them  to  fan&ify 
their  Miferies,  fetting  before  them  the  Example  of 
a  God  fullering  for  their  Sakes  ;  and  by  acquainting 
them  with  the  infinite  Blefiings,  the  eternal  Happi- 
nefs  they  may  obtain  for  themfelves  in  Heaven,  by 
the  poor,  the  laborious,  and  the  painful  Life  they 
lead  upon  Earth  !  But  how  could  fo  fm all  a  Number 
of  Miffionaries  be  heard  by  that  numberlefs  Mul¬ 
titude  of  Heathens,  who  are  computed  only  by  Mil¬ 
lions,  and  whofe  Language  is  fo  extremely  difficult  ? 

Be  not  therefore  tir’d  with  hearing  us  fay,  many 
Years  hence,  that  the  Harvefl  is  great,  and  the 
Number  of  Labourers  very  few.  Inculcate  this  ftrong- 
ly  to  fuch  of  our  Fathers  as  are  inclined  to  come 
into  this  Country  ;  and  let  them  not  give  Credit 
to  what  I  formerly  heard,  when  I  was  preparing  to 
fet  out  upon  foreign  Millions  ;  that  the  Good  which 
we  are  told  in  Europe  may  be  done  in  Millions, 
is  greatly  enlarged  upon  ;  and  that  the  Heathens 
are  not  fo  much  inclined  to  be  baptized  as  we  are 
linform’d  there.  The  Heathens  indeed  do  not  yet 
(  flock  to  us  in  Crouds  for  that  Purpofe,  as  we  hope 
they  will  fome  Time  hence  ;  neverthelefs,  every  di¬ 
ligent  Miffionary  may,  with  the  Affiltance  of  his 
JCatechifts,  baptize  four  or  five  hundred  Idolaters 
? every  Year, 
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Gracious  God  !  if  a  very  zealous  Preacher  in  Eu¬ 
rope  was  fure  to  convert,  by  his  Sermons  and  Miffi- 
ons  four  or  five  hundred  Peopld  annually,  would 
not  he  be  thought  one  of  the  moft  fuccefsful  Mini- 
fters  of  the  Gofpel,  and  would  not  fuch  a  one  very 
poflibly  imagine  himfelf  necefiary  ?  We  are  not 
impatient  when  we  do  not  convert  a  greater  Num¬ 
ber  in'  thefe  Countries  3  and  we  call  this  but  a  tole¬ 
rable  Beginning,  becaufe  we  do  not  meafure  the 
Succefs  by  fuch  as  we  might  have  met  with  in 
France ,  but  by  that  of  a  St.  Francis  Xavier  in  India* 
and  of  our  apoftolical  Brethren,  his  Succefibrs,  in 
Japan  *,  where  numberlefs  Multitudes  of  Infidels 
flock’d  to  them  for  Baptifm. 

I  omit 

*  The  Jefuits,  notwithftanding  this  Boaft  of  the  great  Pains 
they  take,  with  no  other  Defign  but  to  bring  over  Heathens  to 
Chrift,  are  accufed,  by  the  following  Author,  of  a&ing  upon 
far  different  Motives.  They  have  no  other  Concern  (fays  this 
Writer)  but  to  promote  their  own  Interell  ;  and,  for  this  Purpofe, 
they  don't  fcruple  to  raife  Commotions  and  Wars,  as  was  very 
juflly  obferved  by  Father  Diego  Collado ,  a  Dominican,  in  a 
Memorial  prefented  by  him,  to  the  Royal  Council  of  India ,  the 
1 7th of  Dece?nber  1633.  ’Tisin  §3,  that  we  read  the  follow¬ 
ing  Words  :  V^Japoneze  vere  perfuaded,  as  early  as  the  Tear 
1 563,  that  the  Preachers  of  the  Gofpel  caus'd,  vhitherfoever  théy 
vosnt,  a  fad  Havoc k  by  the  Wars  and  Seditions  they  railed.  But 
it  is  to  be  obferved ,  that,  at  this  Time,  and  even  till  1  593,  the  Ja- 
poneze  had  been  vifted  by  no  other  Fathers  than  the  f  efuits .  1  his 
Is  not  the  Affertion  of  the  Friar,  he  copying  thefe  Words  from 
the  General  Hiftory  of  Japan ,  printed  at  Alcala  in  1601,  which 
the  Author  [Le viz  Guzman  a  Jefuit)  declares  he  borrowed,  ei¬ 
ther  from  genuine  Relations,  or  Eye-witneffes.  This  Author 
gives  an  Account,  Chap.  3.  Book  it.  of  the  Perfecution  which 
the  Emperour  of  Japan  rais'd  againit  the  Jefuits,  and  the  Reafon 
this  Monarch  had  for  employing  fuch  fevere  Methods,  viz.  be¬ 
caufe  the  Jefuits  were  Knaves  and  Impoftors,  who,  upon  Pretence 
of  preaching  Salvation,  came  in  no  other  View  but  to  enlilt  Men, 
and  to  carry  on  fome  trealonable  Practices  againft  him  and  the 
King  of  Japan  ;  and  that  had  he  not  been  aware  of  them,  they 
would  have  deceived  him,  as  they  had  before  done  feveral  other 
Kings  and  Princes  ;  fo  that  they  had  fufficiently  difcovered,  in 
fix  Years  Time,  what  they  are,  and  the  Motive  of  their  preach¬ 
ing  the  Gofpel.  Let» 
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I  omit  the  vail  Number  of  young  Children,  who* 
on  account  of  the  miferable  Circumstances  of  their 
Parents,  are  by  them  expofed,  as  was  before  obferved* 
both  in  Town  and  in  the  Country,  where  they  are  in 
Danger  of  being  devoured  by  wild  Beads  ;  as  well 
as  of  fuffering  endlefs  Torments  after  this  Life,  if 
you  do  not  fuccour  them.  A  Perfon  wnofe  only 
Occupation  was  to  be  that  of  fearching  for  fuch  Ob- 
je6ts,  in  order  to  baptize  them  in  this  deplorable 
Extremity,  would  not  find  it  loft  Labour.  Few 
Days  would  pafs  but  fome  fuch  Object  would  be 
found  ;  and  thefe  Innocents  might  be  more  eafily 
faved,  becaufe  many  confider  their  Death  as  an  Eafe 
to  their  Country  -,  for  which  Reafon,  no  Perfon  will 
give  himfelf  the  Trouble  to  take  ’em  up,  and  re¬ 
bate  ’em  from  the  Jaws  of  Death.  Mod  of  fuch 
would  go  into  Paradife  the  Day  of  their  Baptifm. 

Thus  I  have  told  you,  reverend  Father,  the  mod 
urgent  of  all  our  Necefilties.  We  dand  in  need  of 
Companions  in  our  Toils.  Tho’  Hundreds  of  Mil¬ 
lenaries  were  to  come  hither,  now  we  are  allowed 
full  Liberty  to  preach  the  Gofpel  in  every  Part  of 

Let  it  not  be  obje&ed,  that  the  Emperour  aTed  thus,  merely 
out  of  Hatred  to  the  Chriftian  Religion,  fince  he  gave  the  Fran» 
cifcans  Per  million,  anno  1593,  in  Writing,  to  enter  into  his  Em¬ 
pire,  there  to  build  Churches,  Hofpitals  and  Convents,  and  to 
wear  their  Habit  publickly  :  And  notwithftanding  this,  the  Per¬ 
fection  was  Hill  carried  on  againft  the  Jefuits,  who  had  but  one 
Church  left  in  Nangazakee,  a  Port  where  a  great  Trade  is  car¬ 
ried  on.  The  Emperour  was  not  willing  that  this  Commerce 
Should  be  loft  ;  for  which  Reafon,  fome  Jefuits,  one  of  whom 
was  John  Rodriguez,  the  Emperour  s  Interpreter,  continued, 
there  to  take  Care  of  the  Goods.  This  fhows  how  deeply  the 
Jefuits  were  concerned  in  Trade,  fince,  to  carry  it  on,  it  was 
judged  proper  to  leave  fome  of  them  at  the  Time  that  the  reft 
were  drove  out  of  the  Country.  ’Tis  equally  evident,  that  they 
were  not  fent  away  on  Account  of  their  Religion,  fince  the  Fran- 
cifcans,  who  laboured  with  greater  Succefs  at  the  Converfion  ôf 
Infidels,  were  admitted  into  the  Empire  at  the  fame  Time  ;  but 
merely  becaufe  the  J aponeze  abhor  d  their  Jvnavery  and  Lies, 
La  morale  pratique  des  J efuites  ,  Tom.  I.  p.  214  &  feq. 
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this  wide-extended  Empire,  they  would  have  Bufi- 
nefs  enough.  The  fird  Alms  you  receive  ought  to 
be  employed  for  this  Furpofe,  this  being  the  Thing 
we  moil  want.  However,  I  would  not  advife  you 
to  frighten  People,  by  informing  them  of  the  Sums 
that  will  be  neceffary  for  the  Maintenance  of  fo  great 
a  Number  of  Gofpel-labourers.  Defire  only  fo 
much  as  every  Perfon  can  fpare  without  incommod¬ 
ing  himfelf.  I  have  often  thought,  that  the  Mo¬ 
nies  which  are  allowed  in  France  to  a  Country  Pried, 
whofe  Parifh  fometimes  does  not  confift  of  an  hun¬ 
dred  Perfons,  is  fufficient  to  fupport  a  Miffionary 
in  China ,  who  not  only  has  the  Direction  of  a  Church 
already  edabhfhed,  and  which  is  lometimes  com- 
pofed  of  twenty  or  thirty  thoufand  Chriftians  ;  but 
who  likewife  may  convert,  every  Year,  Heathens 
fufficient  to  form  a  Parifh  of  five  or  fix  hundred 
new  Converts.  If  four  or  five  Perfons  would  join, 
they  might  fettle  fuch  a  Penfion  without  putting 
themfelves  to  any  great  Inconveniency  ;  and  if  the 
Miffionary  was  but  to  manage  well  his  little  Stock, 
he  would  have  enough,  over  and  above  his  own 
Maintenance,  to  beftow  from  time  to  time  a  Modi¬ 
cum  by  Way  of  Alms.  Words  could  never  exprels 
how  much  fuch  Alms,  how  inconfiderabje  foever 
they  may  appear  when  beftowed  by  the  Miffiona- 
ries,  are  of  Advantage  to  Religion,  at  the  fame 
Time  that  they  refleét  the  higheft  Honour  on  it. 
This  confirms  the  Idolaters  dill  more  in  the  Opini¬ 
on  they  entertain,  that  we  do  not  vifit  them  for  the 
Sake  of  their  Treafures,  but  for  the  Good  both  of 
their  Souls  and  Bodies  ,  and  *115  well  known  that 
this  is  one  of  the  chief  Circumdances  which  makes 
them  think  favourably  ot  our  Religion  :  not  to 
mention,  that  it  gives  the  Chineze  the  mod  advanta¬ 
geous  Idea  poffible  of  the  extenfive  Chanty  of  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  to  whoni  we  afcribe  all  the  Honour  of  thefe 
Alms  j  often  declaring,  that  were  it  not  for  the  Li¬ 
berality 
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berality  of  certain  generous  Spirits,,  we  could  not 
fopport  ourfelves,  nor  have  wherewithal-  to  bellow 
on  them.  This  Zeal  of  Perfons  who.  think  of  Fo¬ 
reigners  at  To  great  a  Diftance  from  them  5  Foreign¬ 
ers  whom  they  have  never  feen5  and  whofe  Aid  they 
can  never  want,  affects  them  as  fcrongly  as  any  one 

Particular.  . 

Farther,  thofe  who  are  In  needy  Circurrtitance% 

are  thereby  induced  to  lifters  to  Chnftian  Inftriiuti- 
m.  They  put  their  Confidence  in  Perfons  who 
love  them  ;  they  judge  of  our  Affedions  in  Propor¬ 
tion  to  the  Benefits  they  receive  from  us  ;  and  are 
perfuaded  that  his  no  ways  our  Intention  to  deceive 
them.  In  fine,  they  encline  inch  Chinese  Chrifti- 
ans  as  are  in  the  mold  fiounfhing  Circuoi fiances,  to 
bellow,  on  their  Brethren  m  Chrifl  Jefus,  Alrm  to 
a  much  greater  Amount  than  thofe  we  give.  The 
Bonzes  preach  up  Charity  pretty  much  5  but  then,» 
this  Is  done  in  favour  of  themfelves,  not  for  the  Poor  *, 
whereas  we  take  nothing  tor  our  Miniftry  and, 

farther,  we  pradife  what  we  teach  f.  Bat  if  the 

Spirit 

*  Manv  Perfons  will  not  believe  them  to  be  poor  and  difinte- 
refted.  .  '.  The  Jefuits  (fays  an  Author)  tho*  they  feero  Beggars 
outwardly,  are  not  fo  in  Faâ  :  It  being  merely  a  pretended 
Mortification,  when  they  fend  any  of  thenr  young  People  to  sue 
for  Alms  ;  and  when  any  old  Mao,  belonging  to  their  Houle, 
goes  abroad  for  that  Purpofe,  he  does  not  eat  the  Bread  green 
him,  but  either  fells  or  gives  it  away.  .  .  «.  And  afterwards,  1  ney 
declare  themfeives  to  be  Poor,  and  would  perfaade  all  the  World 
that  they  are  lo  ;  and  neverthelefs  their  Wealth  is  Inch,  that 
their  yearly  Revenues  amount  to  more  than  thofe  of  ail  the  other 
Orders  put  together.  La  morale  pratique  des  jfefmtes ,  /  oL  L 

pap.  12  21,  22.  .  .  .  ,  „  . 

f  Notwithftanding  the  great  Auftenties  they  declare  to  be 

pradlifed  by  them  (as  the  Reader  may  have  feen  in  a  former  Let- 
ter)  many  charge  them  with  being  mere  Hypocrites  on  thefe  Oo 
cafions.  Perufe  the  following  Paffage.,  The  fefuits  lead  a 
“  Life  of  Luxury  and  Delicacy.  .  •  •  No  People  wear  finer  Lhv 
<*  nen  than  they,  nor  lie  on  lofter  Beds  i  and  thofe  who  endea- 
“  vour  to  apologize  for  their  not  employing  Wooden  about  their 
**  Perfons  or  their  Beds,  lay,  that  the  beams  of  their  Linnen, 
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Spirit  of  Charity  fliould  rife  higher,  and  you  fhoulc! 
ever  happen  to  meet  (as  poffibly  you  may)  with 
thole  generous  Mhnds,  who  comply  with  every  Pro¬ 
posal  of  a  good  and  folid  Tendency,  we  foall  have 
Opportunities  enougn  in  this  Country,  of  employing 
their  Liberality,  how  great  foever  it  may  be. 

^  Among  various  Eftabli foments  wanting,  and 
wniCii  would  greatly  advance  the  Prog  refs  of  the 
Chriftian  Religion,  by  the  Honour  they  mu  ft  ne- 
cdiarily  refieef  on  it,  there  is  one  which  myfelf,  as 
wed  as  feveral  other  Miffionaries,  have  greatly  at 
Heart.  I  mean  the  building,  in  five,  or  fix  of  the 
greateft  Cities  belonging  to  ^ 


tiiC 


-  ^  ^  -  chief  Provinces  of 

the  Empire,  a  Kind  of  Hofpitals  for  bringing  up 
thofe  Foundlings  whole  Lives  as  well  as  Souls  may 
have  been  laved.  This  would  properly  be  a  Work 
worthy  the  Piety  of  Ladies,  to  whom  you  confe- 
quently  ought  to  explain  this  Defign.  For  theft 
Hofpitals  would  conflit  principally  of  Maidens  ;  fuch 
being  expofed,  rather  than  the  Males,  by  thofe  Pa¬ 
rents  who  have  more  Children  than  they  can  well 
maintain.  Parents  alfo  have  lefs  Companion  on 
thefe  than  on  the  Boys,  from  a  Belief  that  it  will 
be  more  difficult  to  provide  for  the  Girls,  and  to 
enable  them  to  get  their  Livelihood. 


1  bey  therefore  fhould  be  inftrudled,  till  they 
come  to  a  certain  Age,  in  the  Principles  of  Religion 
and  be  taught  fuch  Chinese  Arts  as  may  fuit  their 
Sex  and  Condition.  At  fourteen  or  fifteen  they 
might  be  plac’d,  as  in  France ,  in  the  Families  of 


tho1  far  from  thick,  are  but  tco  troublefcme  to  them.  They 
never  get  up  in  the  Night  to  fay  Mattins  ;  they  keep  no  more 
Vig  h  or  Tafts  than  luch  of  the  Laity  do  who  are  in  the  moft 
foundling  Lircumftances.  They  feed  upon  the  greateft  Dain- 
‘‘  hes,  and  have  excellent  Wines  and  other  Liquors,.  .  .  Befides 
their  not  obferying  any  extraordinary  Faft,  they  have  obtain- 
ed  ^neis  Lr  oifpenfmg  from  keeping  Lent,  and  every  Kind 
of  Faft,  all  Perlons  to  whom  their  Supérieurs  may  indulge 
“  Lch  a  Favour.  La  morale  des  J efuite, s,  Fol.  Lpag.  19,  20. 

Chriftian 
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Chriflian  Ladies,  who  would  prefer  them  to  Hea¬ 
then  Domefticks,  or  elfe  be  fent  to  a  Sort  of  Mo- 
nafteries,  there  to  pals  their  Lives  in  working  and 
Prayer.  If  a  few  fuch  Communities  were  once  efira- 
blifhed,  I  don’t  doubt  but  there  would  befeveral  more, 
confiding  of  Perfons  of  the  higheft  Quality,  as  in  the 
European  Convents.  The  Chineze  Women  are  natu¬ 
rally  fond  of  Solitude.  Befides  their  Tendency  ta 
Devotion,  they  are  brought  up,  in  the  Houfes.  of 
their  Parents,  after  a  very  reciufe  Manner  ;  fo  that 
we  may  prefume  it  would  put  ’em  to  very  little  Re- 
flraint,  to  embrace  a  cloider’d  Life.  We  feldom 
fpeak  to  them  of  the  great  Number  of  holy  Vir-* 
gins,  who  chufe  Chrift  for  their  Spoule,  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  religious  Orders  of  the  Church,  but  they  dis¬ 
cover  a  Defire  to  make  fo  noble  and  generous  a  Sa¬ 
crifice,  in  their  own  Perfons,  to  Heaven. 

A  confiderabie  Number  of  pious  Edablifliments 
are  daily  founded  in  Paris ,  unlefs  the  Face  of  Things 
be  greatly  changed,  in  this  Particular,  fince  I  left 
that  City.  Now,  could  not  a  Lady  of  Quality  * 

do 

*  ’Tis  in  the  Minds  of  Women  that  the  Jefuits  are  faid  to 
ftrive  moft  induftrioufiy  to  ingratiate  themfelves.  particularly, 
when  fuch  Women  are  thought  to  he  near  their  Diftblution» 
They  endeavour  to  get  Footing  into  all  Places,  in  order  to  pro¬ 
cure  Donations,  and  punifh  all  thofe  very  feverely,  who  do  not 
exert  themlelves  for  that  Purpofe,  they  confidering  them  as  the 
Subverters  of  their  Society,  as  will  appear  from  the  following 
Story  which  happened  in  Madrid .  A  wealthy  Woman,  who 
had  feme  Relations  in  that  City  fell  fick.  During  her  Sick- 
nefs  fire  made  Ufe  of  a  Jefuit  for  her  Confeffor,  who,  being  a 
faithful  Servant  to  the  Society,  advifed  the  Lady  to  leave  her  fi¬ 
liate  to  the  Jefuits,  and  to  difinherit  her  Nephews,  to  which  fhe 
confented.  The  Confeffor  upon  this  returned  home  withTranf- 
port  ;  and,  in  the  Excefs  of  his  Joy,  demanded  the  Recom- 
penfe  bellowed  on  fuch  as  bring  good  News,  he  imagining  that 
he  had  performed  an  heroic  Action,  in  procuring  the  Society  fo 
rich  an  Inheritance.  However,  it  fo  happened  that  one  of  thofe 
Fathers,  being  of  a  very  noble  Family,  and  a  Man  of  the  great- 
eft  Probity  and  Honour,  was  ftruck  with  this  infolent  Behaviour  ; 
and  being  fully  determined  to  defeat  the  Defign  of  the  other  Je- 
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do  fomething  like  this,  in  favour  of  Peking,  the  Ca¬ 
pital  of  China  ?  Ferions,  at  lb  great  a  Diftance 
from  Europe ,  would  not  be  allur'd  by  Yam-glory, 
nor  prompted  by  thofe  idle  Applaufes  which  the 
Quality  of  Foundrefs  fometimes  procures  them  from 
the  People  of  the  World.  But,  (gracious  God) 
can  this  ever  be  the  Motive  of  fuch  excellent  Works  ? 
And  if  any  Perlons  are  fo  weak  as  to  be  afteéfed  by 
fixch  Encomiums,  ought  they  not,  on  that  very  Ac¬ 
count,  to  fend  their  Alms  to  the  other  Extremity 
of  the  Globe,  where  God,  who  alone  was  privy  to 
their  Deed,  would  bellow  on  them  a  full  and  entire 
Recompence  ?  The  excellent  Work  I  propofe  ought 

fuît,,  lie  went  and  vifited  the  fick  Lady,  at  a  Time  when,  he  knew 
the  ConfeiTor  was  not  there.  His  Gown  procured  him  Aceefs 
to.  lier,  which  would  have  been  refinfed  to  a  Friar  of  any  other 
Order  ;  it  being  a  Maxim  among  the  Jefuits,  not  to  permit  any 
foch  to  vifit  the  Sick,  whom  they  are  allowed  tm  fee,  for  feasr 
left  they  fhould  overthrow  all  their  Machinations.  The  hone  it 
Jefuit  took  a  Notary  along  with  him*  and  told,  the  Lady,  that 
In  the  Condition  fhe  was,  it  was  more  incumbent  on  her  to 
comply  with  her  Duty  than  with  her  Devotion  ;  for  which  Rea- 
I©n,  fee  prevailed  with  her  to  cancel  her  Will,  and  the  feveral 
Legacies  ihe  had  bequeathed  to  the  Society,  and  to  leave  her  E- 
Hate  to  the  lawful  Heirs.  She  ditd  foon  after,  upon  which  the 
Confeffor  took  Poffeffion  of  the  Houfe,  and  of  all  the  Keys* 
He  then  opened  the  Will,  which  had  been  feaîed,  whereby  it 
appeared,  that  fee  had  bequeathed  almoft  her  whole  Eftate  to 
the  Fathers.  But  wlis^  the  wicked  Jefuit  was  priding  hirafelf 
in  being  Maker  of  it,  and  fecceçding  fo  happily  in  his  Defign, 
and  was  treating  her  Nephews  with  the  u|m,oft  Haughtinefs,  up¬ 
on  the  Suppofition  that  they  were  dependant  on  him,  on  account 
of  a  trifling  Legacy  which  their  Aunt  had  left  them  ;  the  chief 
of  thefe  Relations  came  with  the  Codicil  ;  took  the  Keys  of  the 
Houfe  from  the  Fathers,  and  drove  ’em  from  it.  The  Jefuits 
fought  very  induilrioufly  for  the  Perfcn  who  had  flay’d  them  this 
Trick  i  and  finding  it  was  the  Father  in  queftion,  they,  the  ve¬ 
ry  next  Day,  put  a  Note  under  his  Napkin,  by  which  he  was 
commanded  to  leave  their  Houfe,  the  Society  having  no  more 
Gccafion  for  his  Service.  He  then  went  and  threw  himfelf  at  the 
King’s  Feet,  to  whom  he  told  the  whole  Story  ;  upon  which  his 
Catholic  Majetfy  took  him  under  his  Protection,  and  lav'd  him 
from  the  Fury  of  the  Jefuits.  La  morale  pratique  des  Jefuites, 
VqI.  I.  pag,  207,  b3  'fep 
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not  to  be  laid  afide,  from  this  Confederation,  that  it 
could  not  be  effedted  by  one  fingle  Perfon  ;  fin  ce 
that  the  Money  which  ferves  to  feed  and  clothe  a 
poor  Perfon  in  Paris ,  would  fubfift  four  or  five. 
Farther,  in  France  5tis  not  always  a  fingle  Perfon 
that  fupports  a  Houfe,  but  feveral  who  join  their 
Contributions  for  that  Purpofe. 

’Tis  enough  that  there  be  one  Perfon  at  the  Head 
of  the  reft,  whofe  Care  may  be  to  excite  their  Bene¬ 
volence,  from  the  Knowledge  they  have  of  the 
Wants  of  fuch  as  are  the  Objedfs  of  their  Charity,. 
*Tis  not  even  neceflary,  that  the  Perfonsin  queftion 
fhould  beftow  large  Sums,  by  Way  of  Alms,  at  a 
Time.  They  may  give  little  and  often.  The  kind 
Reception  which  the  French  on  board  the  Amphi trite 
met  with  from  the  Chineze ,  gives  us  Reafon  to  hope, 
that  an  eafy  and  lafting  Correfpondence  will  be  efta- 
blifhed  between  the  two  Nations,  whereby  we  may 
have  an  Opportunity  of  hearing  from  you,  and  of 
being  favoured  with  Alms  from  Europe ,  more  than 
once  a  Year.  The  Voyage  takes  up  but  fix  Months, 
at  moft,  provided  a  Ship  fets  fail  from  France  at  the 
End  of  December ,  or  the  Beginning  of  January. 
We  faw  a  fmall  EngUJJo  Ship  in  Canton ,  which  per¬ 
formed  the  Voyage  in  five  Months.  Was  a  Ship 
not  to  fail  till  the  Beginning  of  March ,  fhe  yet 
might  arrive  in  China  the  fame  Year -,  but  then  the 
Voyage  would  be  longer  and  more  hazardous.  We 
put  into  feveral  Ports  (which  loft  us  a  great  deal  of 
Time)  by  our  miffing  the  Streights  of  Sunda  ;  but 
notwithftanding  this,  and  tho’  we  went  near  five 
hundred  Leagues  out  of  our  Courfe,  in  unknown 
Seas,  wherein  we  were  forced  merely  to  guefs  at  it, 
we  yet  came  to  China  at  the  Clofe  of  the  fcventh 
Month.  It  would  be  impoffible  for  any  Perfon  to 
arrive  fo  foon  by  Land,  tho’  he  did  not  go  a  Step 
out  of  his  Way,  and  fhould  travel  fourteen  or  fifteen 
Leagues  every  Day, 

I  am 
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I  am  firmly  perfuaded,  dear  Father,  that  the  ma¬ 
ny  virtuous  Ladies  who  are  defirous  of  knowing 
what  is  tranfadling  on  this  Side  of  the  Globe,  will 
be  touch’d  with  the  Particulars  which  I  have  here 
writ  to  you  ;  and  be  pleafed  with  me  for  publifhing 
the  Wants,  with  regard  both  to  this  Life  and  that 
to  come,  of  fo  many  little  Creatures,  who  claim  a 
more  particular  Regard,  becaufe  they,  after  leading 
a  very  fiiort  and  very  miferable  Life  upon  Earth, 
can  cxpedt  nothing  but  eternal  Death  f. 

I  fhail  conclude  with  again  intreating  you  not  to 
be  difpleafed  at  hearing  us  fo  often  implore  your 
Aid.  I  once  thought  it  would  have  been  impoffi- 
ble  for  me  ever  to  be  fo  urgent  ;  but  the  Sight  of 
Neceffities  of  a  certain  Kind,  give  a  new  Turn  to  a 
Man’s  Thoughts.  Zeal  may  cool  in  the  Midft  of 
France ,  in  Places  where  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  other 
Perfons  will  do  the  Good  which  we  have  not  done. 
Ever  fince  I  found  myfelf  determined  to  facrince 
my  Eafe,  my  Health,  and  my  Life  in  this  Country, 
for  the  Salvation  of  Souls  ;  I  am  perfuaded  that  the 
cooled:  and  mod:  imperfedt  among  Mankind,  would 
be  fir’d  with  dull  warmer  Zeal  and  that  it  mud:  ar¬ 
gue  a  great  want  of  Duty  in  me,  if,  concealing  the 
Neceffities  of  our  poor  Churches,  Ï  ffiould  be  the 
Occafion  of  their  receiving  lefs  Succour.  However, 
we  may  hope  not  to  be  always  fo  burthenfome  to 
you.  When  the  Number  of  rich  and  powerful 
Chriftiarifc  fliall  be  increafed,  we  then  will  befeech 
the  Chineze ,  and  not  the  Europeans ,  to  help  our  1 
Churches  ;  but  that  Hour  is  not  yet  come.  Long 
after  our  Saviour’s  Abode  upon  Earth,  the  primi¬ 
tive  Chriftians  affifted  fuch  Heathens  as  flood  in 
Need  of  their  Aid  ;  and  the  Sight  of  their  great 
Liberality,  induced  even  many  of  their  Enemies  to 

f  If  by  eternal  Death,  our  Jefuit  means  eternal  Mifery,  what 
a  ü  range  Idea  mutt  he  form  to  himfelf  of  the  Creator  of  thefe 
Children  ? 

become 
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become  Converts  to  their  Religion.  We  would 
gladly  ferve  you  in  the  fame  Way,  in  Hopes  that 
Heaven  will  beftow  the  like  Bleffmgs  on  your 
Alms. 

I  am^  with  great  Refpetl ,  &c. 

De  Premare. 


Father  Stanislaus  Arlet*  to  the  Gene¬ 
ral  of  the  Society ,  concerning  a  new  MiJJion 
in  Peru. 

Moft  Reverend  Father ,  Sept.  i.  1698. 

IN  1697,  on  the  Eve  of  theFeafl:  of  St.  Peter  and 
St.  Paul ,  Father  Francis  Borinê ,  my  Compani¬ 
on  and  I  arrived  in  good  Health,  bleffed  be  God, 
in  Peru ,  without  meeting  with  any  finifter  Acci¬ 
dent.  You  had  given  us  Leave,  exactly  four  Years 
before,  to  leave  Bohemia ,  our  native  Country,  in 
order  to  vifit  the  Weft  Indies .  After  I  had  refided 
fome  Time  in  thefe  Parts,  our  Supérieurs  indulged 
the  moft  ardent  of  all  my  Délires,  which  was,  to 
advance  farther  up  into  the  Country,  in  order  to 
found  a  new  Settlement.  This  we  have  called  the 
Refidence  of  St.  Peter ,  in  honour  to  the  Prince  of 
the  Apoftles,  under  whofe  Atifpices  the  Million  was 
attempted  and  begun. 

The  Barbarians,  whom  Providence  has  appoint¬ 
ed  me  to  inftrud,  call  themfelves  Canifians.  They 
are  dired  Savages,  and  differ  but  little  from  Beafts, 
both  as  to  their  Behaviour  and  Manner  of  Living. 
All  the  Men  and  Women  go  naked.  They  have 
no  fix'd  Habitations,  no  Laws,  nor  any  Form  of 
Government.  Equally  Strangers  to  Religion  and 
Superflition,  they  pay  no  Honour  either  to  God  or 
Devil  ;  and  yet  they  have  formed  to  themfelves  a 
better  Idea  of  the  fupreme  Being  than  one  would 
have  expeded  from  them.  Their'  Colour  is  a  deep 

brown  ; 
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Brown  ;  they  have  a  favage  and  menacing  AfpeCt, 
and  a  Fiercenefs  in  their  whole  Perfon. 

H'would  be  difficult  to  guefs  how  many  Inhabi¬ 
tants  there  may  be  in  this  wide- extended  Country,, 
becaufe  they  are  never  feen  to  affiemble  in  Multi¬ 
tudes,  nor  have  we  yet  had  Time  to  form  any 
Conjectures  on  this  Head.  They  are  perpetually  at 
War  with  their  Neighbours  ;  and,  whenever  they 
take  any  of  them  Prifoners  in  Battle,  they  either 
make  ’em  Slaves  fo  long  as  they  live,  or,  after 
having  roafted  them  on  Coals,  eat  them  in  their 
Banquets  *,  and  ufe  the  Skulls  of  thofe  they  have 
thus  devoured  inftead  of  Cups. 

They  are  very  much  addicted  to  Drunkennefs  ; 
and  when  ftrongly  intoxicated  with  Liquor,  they 
often  quarrel,  rail,  wrangle,  and  murder  one  ano¬ 
ther.  Modefty  will  not  permit  me  to  mention  a 
great  many  other  Irregularities  of  a  much  more 
fhameful  Nature  f,  to  which  they  brutally  abandon 
themfelves,  whenever  heated  with  Liquor.  Their 
Arms  are  a  Bow  and  Arrows,  and  a  Kind  of  Jono- 
Javelin  made  of  fharp-pointed  Reeds  ;  and  thele 
they  hurl  fo  dextroufly,  and  with  fo  much  Force, 
that  they  are  fure  to  ftrike  the  Perfon  to  whom  it 
is  levelled  at,  tho’  above  an  Hundred  Paces  from 
them.  The  Number  of  their  Wives  is  not  limited, 
fome  having  more,  fome  lefs,  according  as  they 
think  proper.  The  Employment  of  the  Wives, 
for  whole  Days  together,  is  to  prepare  for  their 
Hufbands  Liquors  compofed  of  various  Sorts  of 
Fruits. 

*  I  am  perfuaded  our  Author  was  impofed  upon  on  this  Occa- 
fion,  the  molt  fenfible  modern  Travellers  being  of  Opinion,  that 
there  is  no  Nation  in  the  World,  who  make  it  a  PraoHce  to 
feed  on  human  Flefh.  This  will  be  farther  defcanted  upon  in 
the  Sequel  of  our  Work. 

f  I  can  fcarce  figure  to  myfelf  Crimes  of  a  much  more  fhame- 
ful  Kind,  than  for  People  to  butcher  themfelves  in  this  Manner  * 
But  our  Author  may  polfibly  hint  at  certain  Afts  of  Uncleannefs. 

We 
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We  entred  the  Country  of  thefe  Barbarians,  with¬ 
out  Arms  or  Soldiers,  accompanied  only  by  fome 
Chriftian  Indians  (our  Guides  and  Interpreters.)  Hea¬ 
ven  was  pleafed  to  give  greater  Success  to  our  Ex¬ 
pedition  than-  we  had  prefumed  to  expect  :  More 
than  twelve  hundred  foon  coming  out  of  the  Forefts* 
to  affift  us  in  laying  the  Foundations  of  our  new 
Colony,  Having  never  before  feen  Horfes,  or  Men 
refembling  us  in  Colour  and  Drefs,  the  Aftonilfa- 
ment  they  ihowed  at  our  fir  ft  Appearance  among 
them,  was  a  very  pleafmg  Speâacle  to  us  ;  the 
Sight  of  us  terrifying  them  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  the 
Bows  and  Arrows  fell  from  their  Hands.  They 
feenTd  quite  beiide  themfelves,  not  being  able  to 
comprehend  how  it  was  pofiible  for  fuch  Mon- 
fers  to  come  into  their  Forefts  ;  imagining,  as 
they  afterwards  own?d,  that  the  Man,  his  Hat,  his 
Clothes,  and  the  Horfe  he  rode  upon,  compofed 
but  one  Animal  ;  and  this  by  an  aftoniihing  Efftbt, 
the  Caufe  of  which  they  could  not  account  for.  fn 
a  Word,  the  Sight  of  fc  monftrous  a  Creature  fur- 
prized  them  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  they  flood  mo¬ 
tion  lefs  like  Statues. 

But  one  of  our  Interpreters  removed  the  Doubts 
of  thefe  Savages,  by  informing  them  who  we  were, 
and  the  Motive  of  our  Voyage.  They  declared, 
that  we  came  from  the  other  End  of  the  World, 
with  no  other  View  than  to  teach  them  to  know  and 
fierve  the  true  God  f.  He  afterwards  gave  ®em  cer¬ 
tain 

y  In  how  different  a  Light  is  this-  feî  in  the  following  Relati¬ 
on.  .  . ,  The  Indian  Chiraguanaes  inhabit  the  other  Side  of  the 
Mountains  of  Peru .  They  are  a  very  tradable  People,  and  li- 
§en  willingly  to  the  Gofpel  5  but,  at  the  fame  Time,  are  great 
Enemies  to  Labour.  The  Jefuits  undertook  their  Converlion, 
and  made  a  great  Progrefs  therein  in  a  fliort  Time.  When  the 
Fathers  found,  that  moil;  Part  of  them  were  converted  and  bap¬ 
tized*  and  were  of  an  ingenious  and  tradable  Difpofinon,  they 
rdolvcd  to  acquaint  them  with  the  true  Defign  of  their  Preach- 
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tain  particular  Inftrucbions  which  had  been  agreed 
upon  between  us  ;  inftrudions  adapted  to  their  Ca¬ 
pacity 

ing?  which  was  not  for  the  Sake  of  their  Souls,  but  merely  to 
enrich  themfelves.  Accordingly  they  faid,  that  being  their 
Preachers,  they  therefore  were  defirous  of  refilling  among Ihem  ; 
but  that  they  wanted  fome  Lands  to  maintain  themfelves  ;  and 
therefore  hoped  they  would  alfift  them  in  planting  Sugar  Canes, 
in  order  that  they  might  be  able  to  live  in  a  comfortable  Manne/. 

By  this  the  Indians  plainly  difcovered  the  Avarice  of  the  J e fa¬ 
its  ;  and  it  confirmed  them  in  the  Opinion  which  all  the  Peruvi¬ 
an  Indians  entertain,  that  thefe  Fathers  are  not  Minifters  of  the 
Gofpel  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  upon  Pretence  of  preaching  the 
Law  of  Chrift  Jefus,  that  their  only  Aim  is  to  fet  up  a  tyrannical 
Power,  and  to  deprive  the  Indians  of  their  Liberty  ;  for  which 
Reafon,  they  refolved  to  murder  all  thefe  Fathers  in  the  Night. 
Tho*  the  Jefuits  had  not  been  fettled  here  long,  they  yet  had  con¬ 
tracted  a  great  Familiarity  with  the  Female  Indians ,  who  on  the 
other  Hand  grew  fo  fond  of  them,  as  to  indulge  them  very  forong 
Teltimonies  of  it,  to  .  the  Prejudice  of  the  Duty  they  owed  their 
Husbands  and  Relations  ;  they  giving  them  Notice  of  the  Defign 
which  their  Countrymen  harboured,  viz.  to  kill  them;  and  gs  ve 
’em  an  Opportunity  of  making  their  Efcape.  Five  of  the°Fa~ 
thersgotoff,  and  came  to  the  City  of  La  Plata ,  where  they  de¬ 
clared,  that  the  Indians  had  drove  ’em  away,  and  refufed  to  hear 
the  Gofpel.  Likewife  that  Father  Mendtola  had  abjured  the 
Chriftian  Religion,  and  taken  a  Wife  according  to  the  Indian 
Ceremonies.  They  declared  that  the  only  Motive  of  their  ma^ 
king  this  Information  was,  in  order  that  a  Body  of  Soldiers 
might  be  fent  into  the  Country,  to  take  Mcndiola  away  by 
Force  ;  and  that  otherwife  it  would  be  impofiible  to  convert 
thefe  Heathens,  becaufe  Mendtola ,  out  of  Fear  of  being  punifhed, 
would  perfuade  them  to  continue  in  their  Idolatry  ;  and  confirm 
them  in  it,  by  the  ill  Example  he  then  fet  ’em,  in  embracing 
their  Religion,  tho3  a  Prieft  and  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel.  For 
this  Reafon,  they  intreated  Don  John  de  Elifarazo  to  furnifh 
them  with  Troops  for  that  Enterprize  :  And  to  prove  the  Truth 
of  what  they  averted,  they  had  ilript  Mcndiola  of  his  Gown, 
and  declared  that  he  was  an  Apoitate.  Don  John  judged  that 
this  Affair  was  of  Confequence  enough  to  merit  fome  Reflecti¬ 
on  ;  a  little  after  which  he  fent  a  Letter  by  an  exprefs  MeiTenger 
to  Mcndiola,  defiring  him  to  come  to  him,  and  alluring  him  of 
his  Protection,  and  Abfolution  from  his  Crime.  The  Father 
was  greatly  iurprized  at  the  Perufal  of  this  Letter,  he  never  ha¬ 
ving  entertained  a  Defign  of  apoftatifing  fiom  the  Faith,  or  of 
quitting  the  Society  ;  for  which  Reafon  he  let  out  immediately 

y  to 
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pacity  concerning  the  Immortality  ot  the  Soul,  the 
Duration  of  the  Life  to  come,  the  Rewards,  which 
God  promifes  them  after  Death,  provided  they  keep 
his  Commandments  ;  and  the  dreadful  Punifhments 
with  which  he  juftly  threatens  fuch  of  them  as  fliould 
refufe  to  follow  the  Light  which  was  fent,  from  fo 
great  a  Diftance,  to  irradiate  their  Underftandings,. 

This  made  the  wififid  for  Impreffion.  From  that 
Day  thefe  poor  People  followed  us  as  a  Shepherd 
does  his  Flock,  and  promifed  to  bring  over  a  great 
many  Thoufand  of  their  Friends.  There  isnoRea- 
fon  to  fuppofe  that  they  intend  to  deceive  us.  Ah 
ready  fix  very  populous  Nations,  or  rather  a  Nation, 
inhabiting  fix  great  Forefis,  have  fent  Deputies  to  of¬ 
fer  us  their  Friendfhip,  and  to  defire  ours  ;  and  oro- 
rnife  to  raife,  in  Conjunction  with  us,  fix’d  Habi¬ 
tations  wherefoever  we  may  think  proper.  We  re¬ 
ceived  thefe  Deputies  with  all  poffible  Demon  fixa¬ 
tions  of  Friendfhip,  and  fent  them  back  with  Pre¬ 
fen  ts  *f\  Thefe  confift  only  of  fmall  Beads  of  Glafs, 
of  which  they  probably  make  Bracelets  and  Neck¬ 
laces.  Gold  and  Silver  are  far  lefs  efteemed  in  this 
Country,  and  had  I  but  about  the  Value  of  forty 

to  enquire  into  the  Affair.... The  Refait  was,  Mendiola  prov’d 
their  Guilt,  (confeffing  at  the  fame  Time  his  own)  to  the  utter 
Confufion  of  the  other  jefuits.  He  afterwards  quitted  their  So¬ 
ciety.  La  morale  pratique  des  J e fuit  es ,  Tom.  I.  p.  257,  iff  feci 
J  Tis  certain  that  one  of  the  Things  which  the  Jefuits  labour 
moft  zealoufly  at,  on  all  Occafions,  is  to  ingratiate  themfelves  in¬ 
to  the  Affections  of  the  common  People;  for  which  purpofe,they 
oftejn  publifli  Letters  which  are  falfe  ;  they  feigning  therein,  that 
their  Affairs  are  in  a  very  flourdhing  Condition,  and  that  thofe 
of  their  Adverfaries  are  the  reverfe  ;  and  fometimes  conceal  their 
ill  Succefs,  when  his  for  their  Interefl.  They  feign  Hiftories  re¬ 
lating  to  Japan ,  Poland ,  Germany ,  and  Rome;  and  whenever  it 
happens  to  be  for  their  Purpofe,  they  Will  invent  News  in  the 
very  Place  where  they  refide,  tho’  they  fliould  be  furé  of  being 
found  Liars  next  Day  ;  they  not  fcrupüng  to  run  any  Hazards, 
provided  they  can  but  obtain  their  Ends,  which  is  to  impofe  upon 
the  People,  and  win  their  Favour.  Ibid,  p*  17. 
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or  fifty  Crowns  in  thefe  Gîafs  Beads,  of  all  Sizes  and 
Colours*  (black  excepted)  they  would  invite  Multi¬ 
tudes  of  thefe  poor  People,  whole  Friendfhip  we  af¬ 
terwards  might  obtain,  by  Things  of  a  more  durable 
and  more  valuable  Nature. 

We  have  chofen  for  our  new  Habitation,  a  moft 
agreeable  Spot,  very  happily  fituated,  in  about  four¬ 
teen  Degrees  South  Latitude.  To  the  South  and 
Eaft,  is  a  Plain  a  great  many  Leagues  in  Length, 
planted,  at  certain  Diftances,  with  fine  Palm-Trees. 
To  the  North  is  a  broad  River  called  Cucurulu ,  in 
the  Camfian  Language,  and  well  ftoclCd  with  Fifh. 
To  the  Weft  are  fpacious  Forefts  of  odoriferous 
Trees,  the  Timber  of  which  is  very  fit  for  Building  ; 
and  thefe  Fo refis  are  full  of  Stags,  Fallow-Deer  of 
every  Kind,  Wild-Boars,  Monkies  and  Birds.  The 
new  Town  is  divided  into  Streets  and  Squares,  and 
the  Fathers  have  a  Houfe  there  (as  the  reft  of  the 
Inhabitants)  with  a  pretty  large  Chapel.  We  were 
the  Archite&s  of  thefe  feveral  Buildings,  which  you 
may  therefore  fuppofe  not  to  be  in  a  very  elegant 
Tafte. 

The  Situation  of  this-  Country  is  fuch,  that  it  muff 
neceffarily  be  exceedingly  fultry.  ’Tisan  exceftively 
hot  Summer  all  the  Year  round, without  the  leaft  fen- 
fible  Variation  as  to  Seafons -,  io  that  were  it  not  for 
the  Winds,  which  blow  by  Intervals,  and  refrefh  the 
Air  a  little,  the  Country  would  be  quite  uninhabi¬ 
table.  Poflibly  the  Europeans ,  being  brought  up  in 
the  northern  Countries,  may  be  more  affeded  with 
the  Heat  than  the  Natives.  The  fiery  Air  very  often 
breaks  out  into  furious  Storms,  and  dreadful  Claps 
of  Thunder:  and  we  are  tormented  Day  and  Night 
with  Clouds  of  poifonous  Gnats. 

There  is  no  more  Bread  and  Wine  here  than  are 
requifite  for  folemnizing  Mafs.  The  River  and  the 
Foreft  furnifh  u ;  with  all  our  Food,  the  only  Sea- 
foning  to  which  is  fome  Salt,  when  we  can  get 
3  "  '  any  * 
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any  %  For  often  we  have  none,  or  very  little.  Our 
Drink  is  either  Water,  or  the  Liquors  above  men¬ 
tioned.  But  the  fweet  Confolation  which  Provi¬ 
dence  indulges  us,  compenfates  for  every  Defect, 
either  as  to  Delicacy  or  Conveniency  *,  fo  that  we  live 
contented  amid  fo  great  a  Scarcity  of  Necdlaries. 
Be  aftured,  reverend  Father,  that  I  have  not  pafs’d 
one  difagreeable  Day  fince  my  coming  into  this 
painful  Million  ;  and  ’tis  certain  that  the  Idea  which 
I  had  form’d  to  myfelf  of  it,  when  I  iollicited  to  be 
fent  into  this  Country,  was  much  more  uneafy  to 
me,  than  the  Experience  of  what  I  have  to  fuffer  has 
been  painful.  I  here  enjoy  fweeter  Sleeps,  on  the 
bare  Ground,  and  in  the  open  Air,  than  I  ever  was 
blefs’d  with,  when  lying  on  the  fofteft  Beds  in  Eu¬ 
rope  :  So  true  it  is,  that  fancied  Evils  torment  us 
much  more  than  real  ones.  Great  Numbers  of  the 
Natives  flock  daily  to  us,  in  order  to  be  inftrudled 
in  the  Chriftian  Religion,  and  to  be  baptized. 

Our  Arguments  againft  the  Plurality  of  Wives, 
made  fo  (Iron g  an  Impreiïion  on  them,  that  they  all 
(three  Families  excepted)  complied  with  our  Argu¬ 
ments  and  Exhortations  againft  that  very  prevailing 
Cuftom,  We  have  been  as  fuccefsflii  in  reclaiming 
them  from  Drunkennefs.  Some  Women  have  al¬ 
ready  learnt  to  fpin,  and  to  make  Linnen  Cloth. 
Twenty  of  them  now  appear  drefs’d  in  their  own 
Manufacture  ;  and  we  have  fowed  fo  great  a  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Cotton,  that,  fome  Years  hence,  we  fhall 
have  enough  to  cloath  all  our  People.  In  the  mean 
time  they  cover  themfelves  with  Leaves  of  Trees, 
till  they  may  get  fome  Thing  better.  In  a  Word, 
they  pay  the  molt  implicit  Obedience  to  all  our 
Commands. 

■*Tis  almoft  incredible  that,  in  the  Space  of  but 
one  Year,  a  Savage  Race  of  Men,  who  had  fcarce 
any  Thing  human  about  them  but  the  Name  and 
Shape,  fhould  yet  have  imbib’d  Sentiments  of  Good- 
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nature  and  Piety,  in  fo  very  fhort  a  Time.  We  al¬ 
ready  perceive  a  Kind  of  Dawn,  as  it  were,  of  Po- 
litenefs  and  Civility  breaking  forth  among  them. 
They  falute  one  another  whenever  they  meet  ;  and 
make  us,  whom  they  confider  as  their  Mahers,  low 
Bows  ;  linking  their  Knees  again!!  the  Ground, 
and  killing  their  Hands  before  they  come  up  to  us. 
They  invite  fuch  Indian  Strangers  as  travel  through 
their  Settlements,  to  take  a  Lodging  with  them  y 
and  exercife  in  the  Midi!  of  their  Poverty,  a  Kind 
of  liberal  Hofpitality,  befeeching  thefe  Travellers 
to  love  them  as  Brethren,  and  to  give  them  Proofs 
upon  every  Occafion,  that  they  conlider  them  as 
luch.  Hence  there  is  Reafon  to  hope,  that,  with 
the  Grace  of  God,  who  has  fuccoured  us  fo  much 
hitherto,  we  fhall  make  of  this  People,  not  only  a 
Church  of  true  Chriftians  ;  but  likewife,  before  ’tis 
long,  a  City,  and  perhaps  a  Kingdom  of  Men,  who 
may  live  together,  agreeably  to  the  moll  perfect 
Laws  of  Society. 

As  to  the  other  Millions  founded  hereabouts  with¬ 
in  thefe  ten  Years,  you  are  to  know,  reverend  Fa¬ 
ther,  that  the  Chrillian  Religion  is  faid  to  make  a 
very  great  Progrefs  in  them,  upwards  of  forty  thou- 
fand  Barbarians  having  already  been  baptized.  The 
Churches  are  throng’d  with  Auditors,  who  all  dis¬ 
cover  a  moll  fingular  Modeily  and  an  awful  Reve¬ 
rence  at  their  Approach  to  the  Sacraments.  Private 
Houles  are  frequently  heard  to  refound  with  the 
Praifes  of  God,  and  with  the  Inftruélions  which  the 
rnoft  fervent  among  them  give  the  reft.  Happen¬ 
ing  to  be  in  one  of  thefe  Millions,  during  Pafiion- 
Week,  I  had  the  Confolation  to  fee  in  the  Church, 
above  five  hundred  Indians ,  rigoroufiy  chaftizing 
their  Bodies  on  Good-Friday,  in  honour  of  Jefus 
.  fcotirg’d.  But  a  Circumftance,  which  forced  Tears 
of  1  endernefs  and  Devotion  from  my  Eyes,  was 
the  Sight  of  a  Company  of  young  Indians  of  both 

Sexes^ 
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Sexes,  who,  with  Eyes  call  humbly  down,  their 
Heads  crown’d  with  Thorns,  and  their  Arms 
ftretched  out  on  Stakes,  difpofed  in  the  Form  of  a 
fcrofs,  imitated  for  above  an  Hour,  in  this  Pofture, 
the  painful  Condition  of  the  crucified  Saviour,  whofe 
Image  fcood  before  their  Eyes 
I  am,  &c. 

Stanislaus  Arlet,  of  the  Society  of  Jefus, 

Peru,  from  the  Miffion  called  by  the  Spaniards,  Moxesf 
and  by  the  Natives  Canifia,  i  Sept.  1698 

?  Volume  III.  of  the  Original  begins  here. 

Father  Le  Royer,  Super  tour  of  the  Jefuit 
Miffions  in  Tonquin,  to  Mr.  Le  Royer, 
bes  Arsix,  his  Brother . 

Dear  Brother,  Tonquin,  June  10.  170®. 

I  Have  been  eight  Years  in  V onquin  -f*,  a  Kingdom^ 
as  you  will  find  in  all  Maps,  fituated  between 
China  and  Cochin-China.  I  arrived  there,  with  Fa¬ 
ther 

*  ’Tis  no  Wonder  that  painted  Images  ihould  make  fo  deep 
an  Impreffion  on  the  Minds  of  a  People  quite  ignorant  and  bar¬ 
barous,  fince  they  are  often  found  to  work  very  ftrongly  on  Per- 
fons  of  Education  in  the  rpoft  polite  Countries. 

■f  Father  Le  Gobien  obferves,  (in  his  Dedication,  of  the  3d 
Volume  of  this  Work,  in  the  Original,  to  the  Jefuits  of  France ) 
that  1  onquin  and  Cochin-China  form’d,  during  a  long  Courfe  of 
Years,  Part  of  the  mighty  Empire  of  China.  He  adds,  that 
the  Inhabitants  of  thole  two  Countries,  being  diffatisfied  with 
their  Governours,  who,  by  being  at  fo  great  a  Diilance  from, 
their  Monarch,  frequently  abus'd  their  Authority,  made  an  In- 
furredlion,  eîe&ed  a  King  from  among  their  own  Countrymens, 
and  entirely  Ihook  off  the  Chinefe  Yoke.  The  two  Kingdoms 
of  Lionquin  and  Cochin-China %  were  governed,  during  many  Cen¬ 
turies^  by  one  Sovereign  ;  and  'tis  not  but  within  about  thefe  two 
hundred  Years  that  they  divided,  and  had  their  particular  Kings. 

Father  'he  Royer  was  one  of  the  fifteen  Milfionaries  whom  the 
King  of  France  fent  into  India,  with  the  Ambaffadors  of  Siam 
in  sÉt§7a  at  the  Kequeft  of  the  Monarch  of  the  laft  mentioned 
'  "  j  Kingdom  f 
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ther  Paregaud ,  my  Companion,  the  2  2d  of  June 
1692,  after  a  very  long  and  very  dangerous  Voyage. 

The  Million  of  ‘ Ponquin ,  (a  moll  flourifhing  on£> 
was  founded  in  1627.  The  Fathers,  by  the  Machi¬ 
nations  of  the  Bonzes ,  were  drove  from  it,  but  af¬ 
terwards  recalled.  They  were  perfecuted  a  fécond 
Time,  and  baniflied  the  Kingdom,  ever  fince  which 
they  have  been  obliged  to  hide  themfelves.  As 
therefore  the  Miffionaries  are  not  allowed  Accefs  to 
**. tonqmn ,  my  Companion  and  I  were  forced  to  hide 
ourfelves  at  our  Arrival  there.  After  eroding,  with 
great  Difficulty  and  Danger,  the  Province  of  Penhoax 
we  entred  thofe  of  Ngeam  and  Bochoim  on  the 

Frontiers 

Kingdom  ;  and  was  appointed  Supérieur  of  the  firft  Hcufe  fettled 
in  the  Dominions  of  that  Prince. 

A  Revolution  happening  in  this  Kingdom,  the  Jefuits  were 
obliged  to  retire  to  Pondicherry ,  on  the  Coaff  of  Cormandel. 
There  they  Laid  fome  Time,  to  wait  the  Event  of  the  Affairs 
of  Siam  ;  and  to  fee  whether  it  would  be  poffible  for  them  to  re¬ 
turn  to  it.  At  lail  they  refolved  to  fpread  themfelves  over  the 
neighbouring  Countries,  there  to  cultivate  the  eftabliffied  Milli¬ 
ons,  and  to  fettle  new  ones.  Some  of  t’nefe  Fathers  entered  that 
cf  Madura  ;  others  went  into  the  Kingdom  of  Bengal ,  where 
they  founded  the  Millions  which  the  French  Jefuits  have  now 
there.  Some  vifited  the  Kingdom  of  Pegu,  where  they  met 
with  a  Variety  of  Sufferings,  which,  at  laid,  brought  them  to 
their  End.  Father  Le  Royer ,  purfuant  to  the  Order  which  Fa¬ 
ther  Fa  chard  had  received  from  Pope  Innocent  XI.  of  taking  back 
the  jefuits  into  Fonquin ,  went  into  that  Kingdom  with  Father 
Paregaud »  whither  they  did  not  arrive  till  June  1692. 

Carnata  is  a  Million  eftablifhed  lately  by  the  French  Fathers, 
in  the  Peninfula  of  India,  on  the  Model,  and  in  the  Neighbour¬ 
hood  of  that  of  Madura ,  founded  long  fince  by  the  Portuguese 
jefuits. 

*  I  do- not  meet  with  this  Province  in  our  Maps,  or  in  any  of 
our  Travellers.  Dumpier ,  who  refided  fome  Time  in  Fonquin ? 
divides  it  into  the  eight  Provinces  following.  J.  Penan*,  which 
chiefly  produces  Rice.  IL  Eaft  Province,  whofe  Capital  is 
Mean.  9  Fis  chiefly  compofed  of  Low-lands  and  Iflands  ;  is  in¬ 
habited  moffly  by  Filhermen,  has  good  Paffurage,  is  full  of 
Cattle,  and  produces  great  Quantities  of  Rice.  III.  South  Pro¬ 
vince,  which  aifo  is  very  fruitful  in  Rice,  and  has  fine  Paffurage. 
IV»  Tenhoa*  Part  of  i.s  Innabitants,  and  thole  of  the  Sca-coafts 
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Frontiers  of  Cochin-China.  All  the  Chriftians  in 
thefe  Provinces  were  then  in  a  very  abandon’d  State, 
and  overjoy’d  to  fee  us.  We  afterwards  went  into 
Eaft  Province . 

The  Ponquineze  are  a  fenfibie,  polite  and  tradable 
People.  ’Twill  not  be  difficult  to  win  them  over  to 
Chrifc,  becaufe  they  are  not  ftrongly  attached  to 
their  Pagods,  and  have  very  little  Efteem  for  the 
Priefts  of  their  falfe  Deities.  Their  Manners  are  in¬ 
nocent  enough  ;  and  they  are  not  acquainted  with 
the  grofs  Vices  to  which  the  other  Nations  of  the 
Eaft  are  very  ftrongly  addi&ed*  The  only  Obftacle 

in  general,  carry  on  a  great  Trade  in  Fifhing.  It  likewife  pro- 
duces  Rice.  V.  Ngsam ,  which  abounds  with  Grafs,  Cattle, 
and  Rice.  VI.  Weft  Province.  *Tis  a  wide,  flat  Country  ;  its 
Soil  is  rich,  and  abounds  with  Grafs  and  Wood.  VII,  North 
Province.  This  takes  up  a  large  Extent  of  Land,  in  which  are 
feen  a  vaft  Variety  of  Mountains,  Plains,  and  Wood-lands  l. 
and  here  the  greateft  Number  of  wild  Elephants  are  found.  It 
likewife  produces  great  Quantities  of  Silk  and  Lack.  VIXL 
Cachao.  This  Province  contains  a  great  Diverfity  of  Mountains 
and  Low-lands,  Woods  and  Champaigns  ;  is  a  vaftly  delightful 
Country,  and  produces  great  Quantities  of  Rice,  Silk  and  Lack. 

With  regard  to  the  Tonquineze,  the  belt  Travellers  inform  us, 
that  they  are  of  a  tawny  Complexion,  well-fliaped,  and  of  a 
middle  Stature.  When  about  twelve  Years  old,  they  dye  their 
Teeth  black,  or  of  a  very  dark  Colour,  which  fome  afcribe  to 
their  Defire  of  not  having  their  Teeth  white  like  thofe  of  Brutes. 
Their  outward  Garment  is  a  long  Gown,  tied  with  a  Saih.  The 
Quality  wear  Silk  or  Engliih  Broad-cloth,  and  the  inferior  People 
and  Soldiers,  Cotton  Cloth,  dyed  of  a  dark  Colour.  ’Pis  re™ 
lated,  that  no  People  are  more  fociable  or  humane  than  the  Ton - 
quineze.  The  trading  Part  of  them  are  exceedingly  courteous 
to  Strangers,  and  very  fair  in  their  Dealings.  But  their  Mag.- 
flrates  are  (aid  to  be  imperious,  their  Soldiers  infolent,  and  their 
Poor  very  much  addicted  to  Thieving  ;  for  which  Reafon,  Scran™ 
gers  are  obliged  to  keep  a  very  it r i dL  Eye  over  their  Goods. 
They  are  able  Mechanics,  faithful  and  diligent  when  Servants, 
and  exceedingly  fubmiffive,  which  fome  afcribe  to  the  tyrannical 
Government  they  live  under.  They  endure  labour  very  patient¬ 
ly,  but  are  greatly  dejefted  in  Sicknefs  ;  and  all  in  general  are 
fo  fond  of  Gaming,  that  they  will  play  away  their  very 
Çlothes. 
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to  their  turning  Chriftians,  is  their  allowing  a  Plu¬ 
rality  of  Wives  ;  their  being  permitted  to  put  from 
them  fuch  as  they  don’t  like  ;  and  the  barbarous 
Cuftom  of  caftrating  Men.  The  plurality  of  Wives, 
and  thefe  Caftrations,  regard  chiefly  Perfons  of  Di- 
ftinftiqjn,  to  whom  a  great  Number  of  Children  is 
no  Burthen,  and  who  are  délirons  of  railing  them 
to  the  hrft  Employments  of  the  Kingdom.  But  ’tis 
not  fo  with  reiped  to  the  Right  which  Hufbands 
have  of  putting  their  Wives  from  them,  and  taking 
another,  when  they  are  barren  or  ill- temper’d.  This 
is  a  Cuftom  eftablifhed  even  among  the  common 
People,  and  is  one  ot  the  greateft  Qbftacles  to  their 
Converfion.  Neverthelefs,  the  Chriftian  Religion 
is  in  a  very  ftourifhing  State  in  this  Country.  1 

As  to  my  Way  of  Life  here,  and  the  Methods 
Ï  employ  in  order  to  win  over  Souls,  fince  you  are 
defirous  of  being  inform’d  in  that  Particular,  I  ftiall 
give  you  a  plain  undifguifed  Relation  of  it  \  fuch  a 
one  as  becomes  a  Brother.  Were  we  to  appear  ever 
fo  little  in  Public,  we  fhould  eafily  be  difcover’d  by 
our  Complexion  ;  and  therefore,  to  prevent  the  Per- 
fecution  from  increafing,  we  are  obliged  to  conceal 
ourfelves  as  much  as  poffible.  For  this  Realbn,  I 
pafs  whole  Days,  either  fhut  up  in  a  Boat,  which  I 
never  leave,  except  in  the  Night,  in  order  to  vi fit 
the  Villages  lying  near  Rivers  j  or  retir’d  in  fome 
lone  Houle. 

Whenever  I  vint  the  Chriftians,  of  whom  there 
are  vaft  Numbers  upon  the  Mountains,  and  in  the 
Midft  of  the  borefts  ;  I  commonly  am  accompanied 
by  eight  or  ten  Catechifts,  whom  I  am  obliged  to 
fupport  entirely.  Thefe,  like  myfelf,  have  learnt 
to  be  contented  with  a  little.  We  divide  our  Time 
in  manner  following  :  I  labour  the  whole  Night, 
and  that  (as  I  can  allure  you)  with  very  little  Inter- 
vaiS?  ft  he  i  ime  I  don’t  beftow  in  hearing  Confeft 
liQns3  or  in  admimftring  the  Communion  to  thole" 

‘  • .  _ .  '  “  ;  confefs 'A 
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eonfefs’d  by  me,  is  employed  either  in  compofing 
Differences,  in  fettling  Matters,  or  in  refolving  lucti  , 
Difficulties  as  my  Caçechifts  could  not.  After  Mafs, 
which  I  celebrate  a  little  before  Day-break,  I  re- 
turn  to  my  Boat,  or  to  the  Houfe,  which  then 
ferves  as  a  Retreat  to  me.  The  Catechifts,  who 
deep  at  Night,  labour  in  the  Day,  during  which  I 
either  pray,  ftudy,  or  repofe  mylelf.  Their  Buffi 
nefs  is,  to  preach  to  the  Infidels,  to  exhort  the  old 
Chriftians,  and  to  prepare  ’em  for  receiving  the  Sa¬ 
craments  of  Penance  and  the  Eucharift  -,  to  difpofe 
the  Catechumens  for  Baptifm,  to  vifit  the  Sick  ;  in 
a  Word,  to  perform  all  thofe  Offices  which  don’t 
abfolutely  require  the  facred  Character  of  the  Prieffi 
hood.  After  having  vifited  one  Village  we  go  to 
another,  or  repeat  the  fame  Exercifes  ;  fo  that  we 
àre  never  una&ive.  In  1696,  a  new  Perfecution 
broke  out  againft  the  Chriftians. 

The  great  Diftance  we  live  from  one  another, 
my  advanced  Age,  and  the  weak  State  of  my 
Health,  make  me  naturally  fuppofe,  that  you  and 
I  ffiall  never  fee  one  another  more  in  this  World. 
But  what  a  Pain  would  it  be  to  me,  dear  Brother, 
was  I  not  perfuaded  that  Heaven  will  look  upon  us 
with  an  Eye  of  Pity  ;  and  that  both  of  us,  obey-* 
ing  his  holy  Commandments,  we  ffiall  be  fo  hap¬ 
py  as  to  meet,  and  live  eternally  with  him  ?  For 
this  Purpofe,  permit  me  to  put  you  in  Mind  of 
what  I  have  fo  often  inculcated,  when  we  lived 
nearer  one  another. 

I.  Never  fuffer  a  Comparifon  to  be  made  between 
Things  relating  to  eternal  Life,  and  thofe  of  this 
World.  Of  what  Benefit  would  it  be  to  a  Man  to 
gain  (as  our  Saviour  obferves)  the  World,  ffiould 
he  lofe  his  Soul,  or  only  hazard  the  lofing  of  it  to 
ali  Eternity.  Stand  in  the  utmoft  Awe  of  God, 
and  never  confent  to  do  any  Thing  which  may 
difpleafe  him,  Accuftom  yourfelf  to  fee  your  Creator 
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with  the  Eye  of  Faith,  as  being  a  Witnefs  to  all  your 
Words  and  Behaviour.  Offer  up  to  him  all  your 
Aclions,  do  every  one  of  them  in  the  Defign  of 
pleafing  him  -,  confult  him  in  all  your  Unde- takings  ; 
and  throw  yourfelf  with  Confidence  in  the  Arms  of 
fo  good  a  Father  :  frequently  implore  this  good  Fa¬ 
ther  to  infpire  you  with  the  Love  of  him  ;  ana  i ad¬ 
mit  in  all  Things  to  his  facred  Will. 

II.  With  Regard  to  the  Eftabl  iff  ment  of  your 
Houfe  and  Family,  ever  call  to  Mind  that  God  is 
the  Source  whence  all  Bleffings  flow  -,  that  Probity, 
Sincerity,  Re&itude,  and  an  inviolable  Attachment 
to  the  facred  Caufe  of  Religion,  are  the  only 
Things  which  can  give  Solidity  and  Duration  to 
your  Fortune.  That  ïnjuftice,  on  the  contrary, 
ruins  our  Character,  and  often  deftroys  our  Poffeff 
fions.  Be  firmly  perfuaded,  that  the  Prudence  of 
Man  is  very  fhort-fighted,  (how  proud  foever  he 
may  be  of  his  own  Talents)  when  God  abandons 
him  to  his  own  Conduct  -,  and  that  his  Abilities,  on 
this  Occafion,  only  plunge  him  into  greater  Er¬ 
rors.  Though  Heaven  fometimes  permit  an  unjuft 
Man  to  profper,  he  yet  will  not  allow  him  to  enjoy 
his  ill-gotten  Wealth  long.  That  Family  will  foon 
be  ruin’d,  how  ample  foever  its  Poffeffions  may  be, 
which  God  has  not  an  Eye  over. 

III.  Do  all  the  good  in  your  Power,  and  never 
injure  any  Perfon.  Avoid  Law-Suits,  as  one  of  the 
greateft  worldly  Evils  that  can  befal  you»,  and  pre- 
ferve  if  poffible  all  Harmony  and  Peace.  As  this 
Peace  is  a  celeftial  Gift,  frequently  befeech  God  to 
indulge  it  you,  becaufe  it  can  be  enjoyed  only  by  the 
Divine  Favour.  If  you  happen  to  be  involved  in 
any  Conteft  or  Law-Suit,  extricate  yourfelf  to  the 
heft  of  your  Power-,  but  be  fure  never  to  employ 
Falfhood  or  Tricking,  though  in  Defence  of  your 
own  Rights:  for  then  Heaven  would  abandon  you  ; 
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and  your  Ruin  would  be  inevitable,  though  your 
Çaüfe  fhouid  be  ever  fo  juft. 

I  am 5  &c, 

Abraham  De  Royer, 
Father  De  Tartre,  to  Mr.  De  Tartre. 

Cant  on  y  Decemb .  ly,  170 1. 

Mofi  dear  Father , 

I  A  M  at  lad:  arrived  in  China ,  after  employing  near 
eight  Months  in  our  Voyage,  which  was  very 
troublefome  and  dangerous.  The  firft-  Thing  Î  fhall 
beg  of  you,  after  you  have  perufed  this  Letter,  is,  to 
thank  Providence  for  conducting  me  to  this  Land  of 
Pramife,  which  I  for  fo  many  Tears,  had  long’d  to 
fee.  Qur  Voyage  was  lingular  on  two  Accounts  : 
Firft,  No  Ship  ever  failed  to  China  in  fo  fhort  a 
Time  ;  we  getting  in  lefs  than  five  Months,  within 
an  Hundred  and  Fifty  Leagues  of  that  Empire. 
Secondly,  No  Ship  ever  found  fo  much  Difficulty 
in  its  F  adage  thither.  Though  we  did  every  Thing, 
during  upwards  of  four  Months,  that  Induflry  can 
poffibly  effeCt,  it  yet  was  not  in  our  Power  to  reach 
Canton ,  the  Port  where  our  Ship  was  to  Winter. 
During  all  this  Time  we  were  either  buffeted  by 
Storms,  or  roving  from  one  Eland  to  another,  ex¬ 
pecting  every  In  fiant  to  fuffer  Shipwreck  ;  thrice 
happy,  after  all  thefe  Perils,  to  meet  with  a  Place, 
more  than  an  hundred  Leagues  from  Canton ,  where 
our  Vefiel  could  be  fheltered  from  the  Winds  during 
Winter. 

Tis  from  thence  that  I  came  hither  by  Land,  in 
order  to  join  our  Brethren,  who  had  refided  there 
ever  iince  the  Nativity  of  our  Lady.  For  after  our 

having 
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having  narrowly  efcaped  being  caft  away  the  firfl 
Time,  Father  De  Fontaney ,  finding  the  Ship  ad¬ 
vanced  but  very  flowly,  had  imbarked  at  Sanchan , 
on  Board  certain  Gallies  fent  him  by  the  Manda¬ 
rins  ;  and  had  brought  with  him  Fathers  Par¬ 
quet. ,  Be  Chavagnac ,  Be  Goville ,  Le  Goutteux. ,  Jar- 
toux,  Franqui ,  and  Brother  Brocard  *  ;  Father 
Contancin  and  myfelf  continuing  on  Board  as  Chap¬ 
lains. 

3Twas  from  this  Time,  efpecially,  that  my 
Companion  and  I,  were  expofed  by  Providence  to 
the  fevereft  Trials.  We  have  now  made  Death  fa¬ 
miliar  to  us  ;  and  the  want  of  altnoft  every  kind  of 
Succour,  in  the  midft  of  the  greatefl  Dangers,  has 
accuftomed  us  to  put  our  Trull  only  in  the  Good- 
nels  and  Mercy  of  Chriff.  To  him  we  owe  our 
having  efcaped  Shipwreck  twenty  Times;  for. 
though  our  Captain,  and  other  Officers,  were  Per¬ 
lons  of  the  greatefl  Abilites  and  Experience,  yet 
the  Seas  we  were  then  upon  were  fo  unruly,  and 
the  Storms  fo  violent,  that  all  their  Skill  in  Naviga¬ 
tion  was  abfolutely  of  no  Service  to  them.  God 
be  ever  praifed  for  preferving  me  from  fo  many  Pe¬ 
rils.  We  are  now  in  Port,  and  I  never  enjoyed 
better  Health  than  at  this  Time. 


I  had  writ  to  you  from  the  Illand  of  Goree ,  near 
Cape  Verd*  where  we  met  with  fome  French. 
Ships  ;  and  among  the  reft,  with  that  of  Captaia 
Delà  Rue ,  whofe  Bravery  and  gallant  Exploits* 
gained  him  fo  much  Honour  in  the  laft  War.  As  1 
thefe  Ships  were  to  return  foon  to  St.  Malo ,  we  ' 
put  our  Letters  on  Board  them.  If  they  are  come 
to  Hand,  as  we  hope  they  are,  you  muft  have, 
heard  what  befef  us  from  Port  Lewis ,  whence  we 
failed  the  7th  of  March  1701 ,  to  Cape  Verd9 
where  we  were  at.  that  Time.  '  v 

V  ' 

*  A  fubordinate  Sort  dj f  Friars  5  fuch  as  are  not  in  Priejis 
Orders ,  the  latter  being  called,  Fathers. 
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But  hitherto  we  had  feen  only  Pacific  Oceans,  ex¬ 
cept  about  Cape  Fini  ft  ere ,  where  the  Sea  appeared 
formidable  to  fuch  PerfonS  as  are  not  fufficiently 
inured  to  it.  Hitherto  we  had  buffered  no  more 
than  what  is  felt  by  Landmen,  whofe  Imaginations 
are  not  yet  fo  far  prepared,  as  to  make  them 
fee  unconcerned,  the  Floor  which  they  walk  upon 
fink  ;  nor  to  live  in  Houfes  that  turn  with  every 
Wind.  Molt  of  them  efcaped  with  feeling  a  violent 
Dizzinefs  and  the  Stomach-ach,  during  five  or  fix 
Days.  Some  were  not  affliéted  fo  long.  Asto  myfelf,I 
paid,  in  one  Afternoon,  all  the  Tribute  I  owed  to 
the  Sea  ;  and  v/hilfb  the  reft  were  Tick,  and  fcarce  able 
to  ftand,  I  was  become  a  perfect  Sailor  ;  and  |from 
that  Time  was  qualified  to  difcharge  the  Office  of 
Chaplain  on  board  our  Ship,  as  I  have  done  ever  fince.’ 

After  doubling  Cape  Finiftere ,  ’twas  no  more 
to  us  than  an  agreeable  Airing  of  forty  or  fifty 
Leagues  a  Day,  which  we  performed  very  eafily  by 
the  Affiftance  of  the  Trade  Winds.  We  daily 
failed  by  fome  new  Kingdom  ;  and  fhifted  from 
one  Part  of  the  World  to  the  other  in  our  Sleep. 
We  made  the  Ifiand  of  Ferro ,  where  the  French 
Geographers  have  fixed  the  firft  Meridian  ^  and  af¬ 
ter  beginning  to  take  our  Longitude  from  thence* 
we  failed  diredlly  for  Cape  Verdy  whence  we  difco- 
vered,  as  early  as  the  Morning  of  March  24,  the 
two  Hills  called  the  Feats ,  or  Les  Mamelles ,  as  the 
French  call  them. 

As  it  was  not  poffible  for  us  to  get  into  the  Road 
in  the  Night,  we  frightned  the  People  in  the  For- 
trefs  of  Goree ,  as  alfo  two  Vefifels  of  St.  Maloy 
which  lay  at  Anchor  near  it.  They  imagined  us 
to  be  Corfairs,  or  Enemies,  who  were  come  upon 
fome  ill  Defign  in  the  Night  \  and  on  that  Suppo- 
fition,  were  preparing  to  receive  us  with  a  Dif¬ 
charge  of  all  their  Artillery  ;  but  Mr.  Oury ,  our 
fécond  Captain,  went  off  in  our  Longboat,  in  or¬ 
der 
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der  to  quiet  their  Spirits,  and  inform  them  who 
we  were. 

I  am  furprized  that,  from  the  Time  the  French 
podeffed  themfelves  of  the  Eland  of  Goree,  under 
Marfhal  D’Eftrées  no  one  has  yet  thought  of 
edablifhing  a  Million  in  it,  A  great  deal  of  good 
might  be  done,  for  there  we  fhould  meet  with 
Chridians  to  reform  ^  virtuous  Catholicks  to  enter¬ 
tain  in  Piety  j  Slaves  belonging  to  the  French ,  to 
indruCt  and  baptize  ;  Millions  "f  of  Mahommedan 
Negroes,  more  eafy  to  be  converted  than  thofe  of 
any  other  Country  !  For  as  thefe  People  are  indruCt- 
ed  but  very  (lightly  in  their  Religion  ;  and  know  no 
more  of  it,  than  what  they  are  taught  by  their  Ma- 
raboos,  or  Priefts,  who  read  to  them  a  Sort  of  Ko¬ 
ran  ||,  not  that  of  the  Turks ,  but  a  a  Rhapfody  of 
dull  impertinent  Fables  \  ’tis  probable  that  they 
would  attend  much  more  willingly  to  the  folid 
Truths  of  the  Chridian  Religion,  and  be  eafily  pre¬ 
vail’d  upon  to  embrace  it.  They  honour  the  Pro¬ 
phet  Mahommed ,  and  are  very  felicitous  to  get 
themfelves  circumcifed.  Mod  of  them  are  fond  of 
Magic  ;  at  lead  they  purchafe,  at  a  very  high  Price, 
Covenants  writ  in  myderious  Characters,  called  by 
them  Gris  Gris  %  and  thefe  they  give  as  Prefervative 
Remedies  for  Evils  of  every  kind.  One  of  thefe  Ne* 
groes,  after  ten  Years  of  Servitude,  imagined  him* 
felf  diffidently  rewarded  for  all  his  Toil  and  Pains, 
in  receiving  one  of  thefe  Gris  Gris.  He  declared 
that  the  carrying  it  about  him,  made  him  Proof  a- 
gaind  a  Sword  or  Gun  :  However  he  would  not 
permit  our  French  People  to  try  the  Experiment 
upon  him.  At  our  leaving  this  unfortunate  Coum 

*  He  took  it  from  the  "Dutch,  November  i,  1677. 
f  The  Word  Million ,  mail  be  employed  for  a  great  Number  ; 
otherwjfe  our  Father  would  be  greatly  out  in  his  Computation  j 
Gone  being  but  a  fmall  Ifland. 

||  Improperly  called  the  Alcoran, 

try, 
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tfy,  every  one  of  the  Miffionaries  were  deeply  af¬ 
flicted  to  think  of  the  abandoned  State  of  the  un¬ 
happy  'Negroes  :  and  would  willingly  have  lived 
with  them,  in  Hopes  of  winning  them  over  to 
Chrid, 

We  ftaid  but  a  Week  at  Cape  Verd?  having  as 
yet  but  little  Occafion  for  Refrefhment  or  Repofe  ; 
not  to  mention  that  this  is  not  a  very  good  Place  to 
lie  in.  Goree  is  a  little  Ifland,  where  there  is  room 
only  for  a  Fortrefs,  and  a  few  Inhabitants  ;  and  we 
fcarce  found  Water  enough  to  fill  our  Hog  (heads. 

The  Cattle  from  the  Continent  are  good  for  no¬ 
thing,  from  the  want  of  Grafs  ;  the  Air  being  al¬ 
ways  of  a  fiery  Temper,  and  the  Soil  barren.  In. 
the  rural  Parts  we  fee  Elephants,  Stags  and  Apes. 
The  Dwellings  are  only  poor  Huts  covered  with, 
Reeds;  the  Inhabitants  go  almoft  Naked  ;  their 
whole  Drefs  con  filling  of  a  Piece  of  Cotton  Cloth, 
with  which  they  cover  themfelves  from  the  Girdle 
to  half  way  down  the  Thigh  ;  the  exceffive  Heat 
of  the  Climate,  not  permitting  them  to  wear  more 
Covering.  Their  only  Food  is  Miller,  they  having 
no  Wine,  Corn,  or  Fruits.  A  furprifing  Circuni- 
flance  is,  thefe  unhappy  Creatures  are  neverrhelefi 
perfuaded,  that  their  Country  is  the  Terreflrial  Pa- 
radife.  They  would  look  upon  it  as  highly  inju¬ 
rious  in  any  Perfon  who  fhould  feem  to  compafiio- 
nate  them,  and  indeed  they  always  appear  with  a 
gay  and  fmiling  Countenance  ;  and  was  it  not  for 
the  dread  of  the  Club,  which  the  Europeans  are  not 
fparing  of,  they  would  not  change  their  Condition 
with  that  of  the  happieil  Nation  upon  Earth. 

Thefe  People  are  among  thofe  who  imagine  the 
Devil  to  be  White;  and  who  confider  it  as  one  of 
the  Prerogatives  of  their  Nation,  to  be  the  blacked 
People  in  all  Africa.  ’Tis  certain  this  Colour  is  not 
difagreeable,  when  5 tis  a  deep  and  Paining  Ebony 
Black,  as  is  that  of  mod  of  their  Faces. 


We 
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■We  left  Goree  the  31  ft  of  Marché  with  a  fab 
vourable  Wind.  In  lefs  than  two  Flours  we  lod 
Sight  of  the  whole  Coaft  of  Africa.  The  Gover¬ 
nor  of  the  Fortrefs  had  itdvifed  us  to  Hand  upon 
our  Guard,  as  long  as  we  fhould  continue  in  thofe 
Parts  ;  he  having  News,  that  fome  Corfairs  were 
roving  about  Gambia  and  Senegal  \  but  we  had  the 
good  Fortune  not  to  meet  with  any.  Being  in  fe- 
ven  or  eight  Degrees  of  North  Latitude,  we  were 
becalmed,  and  began  to  fed  exceffive  Heats.  The 
Sun  was  aîmoft  perpendicular,  and  we  fcarce  felt 
a  Breath  of  Wind.  Our  Officers  would  gladly 
liave  bathed  themfelves,  but  they  were  afraid,  on 
Account  of  thofe  large  Fiffi  called  Sharks  % 
which  are  greedy  of  Human  Fkffi.  We  took 
a  confiderable  Number  of  them.  During  Cairns^ 
they  are  generally  feen  following  after  Ships  5 
but  thofe  we  catched  were  fcarce  above  fix  or 
feven  Foot  long,^  which  is  nothing  to  the  Size  of 
fo  many  other  larger  Fiffi  found  in  thofe  Seas.  We 
law  fome  Grampus* s  above  twenty  Foot  long.  In 
fine,  we  now  paffed  the  Equinoctial,  it  being  Sun* 
day  -,  and  therefore,  out  of  Refpedt  to  that  facred 
Day,  we  poftponed,  till  the  Morrow,  the  Ceremo¬ 
ny  to  which  the  Sailors  have  very  improperly  gi¬ 
ven  the  Name  of  Baptifm.  *Tis  performed  by 
Bathing,  in  a  Tub,  thofe  who  have  not  yet  palled 
the  Line  ;  unlefs  they  give  Money  to  the  Crew,  to 
lave  themfelves  from  this  difagreeable  Ceremony, 

*  In  French ,  Requiems ,  fo  called,  becaufe  when  any  Perfon 
is  bit  by  them,  the  only  Thing  to  be  done  is  to  Png  the  Requiem . 
We  call  them  Sharks.  They  keep  about  the  Mouth  of  Rivers, 
and  are  ever  accompanied  by  feveral  fmall  Fifh  called  Pilots  ;  they 
fwimming  before,  and  condudtiTig  them  to  Places  where  they  may 
meet  with  Prey.  Father  Packard  informs  us  that  they  are  taken, 
but  with  Difficulty,  by  the  Hook.  The  Requiems  (or  Requins ) 
are  not  of  the  oviparous  kind  ;  they  being  iound,  in  the  Belly 
of  the  Female,  compleatly  formed  ;  and  if  call  into  the  Sea, 
they  immediately  fwim  well.  They  have  three  Rows  of  very 
fharp  Teeth.  Some  imagine  them  to  be  the  true  Remora . 

which 
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which  for  a  long  courfe  of  Years,  has  been  confl- 
dered  as  an  indifputable  Right. 

From  the  Equinodfial  to  the  Straits  of  Java9 
which  is  the  firft  Indian  Coaft  we  made  ;  that  is, 
for  the  Space  of  above  four  thoufand  Leagues,  we 
met  with  nothing  remarkable  ;  and  our  Voyage 
was  very  fuccefsful.  We  only  were  fometimes  be¬ 
calmed,  during  which  the  Currents  drew  us  very 
near  the  Coafts  of  America.  We  alfo  had  dor  my 
Weather  in  the  Seas  about  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope , 
and  off  the  Needle-Bank.  We  had  not  feen  the 
Ocean  fo  tempeduous  till  then  ;  but  were  under  no 
great  Appréhendons,  as  we  were  at  a  condderable 
Didance  from  Land.  Though  the  Winds  were  fo 
furious,  that  the  Sea  ran  Mountains  high,  we  yet 
made  fourfcore  or  an  hundred  Leagues  daily.  This 
indeed  was  very  fatiguing-,  but  then  how  joyful  were 
we  to  fee  ourfelves  advance  fo  fwiftly  towards  the 
wifhed-for  Country.  Farther,  we  diverted  ourfelves 
with  Fowling  and  Fifhing  of  a  new  Kind  ;  we  bring¬ 
ing  down  Fifh  that  were  flying,  and  taking  Birds 
with  the  Angling-Rod.  This,  how  extraordinary 
foever  it  may  appear,  is  neverthelefs  true.  When¬ 
ever  any  Porpoifes  *  appeared  out  of  the  Water, 
ana  fprung  forward,  we  (truck  them  with  Darts  \ 
and  the  Boobies  -j~,  (which  are  Birds)  were  taken  on 
the  Surface  of  the  Water  by  Lines,  to  which  a 
Bait  was  duck.  I  never  in  my  Life  faw  fuch 
Flocks  of  Birds,  efpecially  of  Boobies ,  as  in  the 
vad  Seas  between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ,  and  the 
Ifland  of  Java.  The  Cold,  which  is  fenflbly  felt 
in  thofe  Parts,  after  we  are  come  out  of  the  Torrid 
Zone,  threw  great  Numbers  of  our  Crew  into  the 

*  Thefe  are  of  the  Whale  kind,  and  are  called,  in  Latin* 

Orca. 

d  Thefe  are  called  Damiers,  in  the  Original  :  I  have  not 
found  this  Word  in  any  of  my  Dictionaries  j  but  I  believe  the 
Interpretation  I  have  given  of  it  is  right. 

•I  Scurvy, 
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Scurvy,  of  which  three  died  in  afhort  Time.  The 
tear  of  Death  inclined  two  of  our  Sailors,  a  Swede 
and  a  Dutchman to  liften  more  willingly  to  our  lu¬ 
ff  ructions,  and  afterwards  to  abjure  the  Lutheran 
Religion.  At  laid  we  came  in  fight  of  Java. 

In  iianding  tor  that  Bland,  we  bore  away  above 
threefcore  Leagues  too  far  Eailward.  We  there 
perceive  Mountains  as  high  as  thofe  of  the  Voges  *  ; 
but  failing  back  again  towards  the  Mouth  of  the 
Straits  of  Sunda ,  the  Lands  appear  lower,  and  we 
difeover  beautiful,  wide  Plains,  interfperfed  with 
Groves,  at  Intervals  *,  and  embeliifhed  with  a  num¬ 
ber!  els  Multitude  of  Cocoa  Trees,  Banana  Trees, 
&c.  I  don’t  know  whether  this  Country  is  really 
fo  beautiful  as  it  appeared  at  a  Difbmce  -,  the  Eyes 
of  a  Perron  confined  in  a  Ship  four  or  five  Months 
being  very  deceitful.  Every  Land  forms  an  agree¬ 
able  Spectacle  to  him  ;  a  Rock  on  which  he  fpies  a 
little  Green,  gives  him  great  Satisfaction.  In  a 
Word,  no  Scene  can  be  more  melancholy,  than  to 
fee,  during  a  long  Time,  no  other  Object  but  a 
Ship  and  the  Ocean.  We  had  been  ordered  to  caff 
Anchor  before  Princes  Bland,  to  take  in  Wood  and 
Water  ,  and  not  before  the  Bland  of  Java ,  which 
belongs  to  the  Dutch  ;  leak  they,  affifeed  by  five  or 
fix  Englifh  Ships,  and  others  of  their  own  Nation, 
of  which  there  are  always  fome  about  Bantam  and 
Batavia  fhoulcl  offer  to  difturb  us.  Neverthelefs 

as 

*  Mountains  which  fepar ate  Lorrain from  Alfàtia. 

f  The  Dutch  are  known  to  be  extremely  jealous  of  all  Eu¬ 
ropeans  Ships,  except  their  own,  that  come  and  trade  in  thefe 
Parts.  “  Should  we  enquire  (fays  a  uftfjl  Englijh  Author) 
“  into  the  Right  the  Dutch  have  to  their  pretended  Dominions 
ti  m  thefe  Parcs,  what  can  it  be  refolded  into  but  Force  ?  They 
‘  have  not  fo  much  as  the  PofTeffion  of  the  fortieth  Part  of 
4 '  thofe  Countries,  where  they  pretend  to  the  Sovereignty  both 
“  of  Sea  and  Land  ;  and  yet  if  they  meet  with  any  VeiTels  be- 
45  longing  to  thole  Countries,  they  fearch  and  plunder  them  ; 

(i  and 
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as  Princes  Ifland  is  quite  a  Defart,  and  abounds  with 
Tygers,  it  confequently  was  not  a  ht  Place  either 
for  the  landing  our  fick  Men,  or  for  furni filing  us 
with  ReRefhments,  which  we  now  wanted.  Thence 
we  were  forced  to  venture,  (whatfoever  might  be  the 
Confequence)  to  the  Ifland  of  Java ,  and  cafe  An¬ 
chor  near  a  Settlement  belonging  to  thole  Wan¬ 
ders. 

A  fmall  Brigantine  appointed  to  guard  the  Can  ft; 
hrft  came  up  to  us  ;  and  inquired,  in  the  Name  of 
the  Dutch,  who  we  were.  To  amufe  the  Captain, 
we  defired  him  to  go  and  get  us  fome  Oxen,  Kids, 
Fowls,  and  other  Refrefhments  ^  and  laid  that  we,  in 
the  mean  Time,  would  go  to  the  Dutch ,  whom  we 
pretended  were  our  good  Friends.  And  now  .we  put 
our  fick  Men  on  Shore,  who  were  already  beginning* 
to  bury  themfelves  in  the  Sand,  which  is  the  quickest 
Remedy  for  the  Scurvy  -,  when  on  a  hidden  we 
perceived  coming  towards  us,  from  behind  a 
Point  of  the  Ifland,  a  large  Ship  carrying  Dutch 
Colours.  Immediately  we  made  a  Waft  of  our 
Enfign,  which  is  the  Signal  for  thofe  on  Shore  to 
return  on  Board  ;  when  the  poor  fick  Creatures, 
who  before  could  not  put  one  Foot  before  another, 
found  their  Legs  at  the  fight  of  a  Dutch  Ship,  and 
ran  back  very  nimbly  to  their  own.  The  Dutch¬ 
man  made  towards  us  ;  but  perceiving  that  we  did 
not  once  offer  to  move,  nor  condefcend  fo  much  as 
to  hoift  one  Flag,  or  even  make  any  Signal  to  let 
him  know  who  we  were  ,  he  himfelf  began  to  be  a- 
Raid,  and  accordingly  fheered  off  ;  probably  for 
fear  we  fhould  have  forced  him  to  do  this,  by  dint 
of  Cannon. 

“  an(l  if  they  difeover  an  Intention  to  Trade  with  any  other 
European  Nation,  frequently  murther  every  Man  on  Board, 
burn  their  Towns  upon  the  Coalt,  and  maffacre  the  People.” 
Salmons  Modern  Hijftory,  Vol.  I.  pag.  209.  Col.  I.  London 

1 7 39-»  ¥°-  Some  think  this  Author  is  infinitely  too  partial  with 
regard  to  the  Dutch. 
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After  having  taken  in  Water,  and  fome  Provi- 
Hons  in  the  Ifland  of  Java ,  we  fet  fail  the  very 
Evening  of  that  Day  with  a  pretty  favourable  Wind. 
The  next  Morning,  by  Day-break,  we  alarmed  the 
Dutchman ,  who  imagined  that  we  were  making  to¬ 
wards  him  with  all  the  Sail  we  could  croud.  Im¬ 
mediately  he  failed,  in  order,  if  poffible,  to  get  the 
Wind  of  us;  but  we  contented  ourfelves  with  leav¬ 
ing  him  behind,  that  he  might  not  give  Advice  of 
ns  at  Bantam ,  before  we  fhould  be  got  out  of  the 
Straits.  The  Calm  kept  us  in  one  Place  almod  the 
whole  Day,  which  gave  Opportunity  to  a  vafb  Num¬ 
ber  of  little  Javan  Canoos,  to  bring  us  Fruits  and 
Rarities  of  the  Country,  fuchas  Cocoas,  Bananas, 
Ananas,  Ramplimoutes  *,  Monkies,  and  very  cu¬ 
rious  Birds.  I  perceived,  among  others,  fome  won- 
derfully-beautiful  Partridges,  and  fmall  Parroquets 
exceedingly  pretty.  The  Plumage  of  thefe  Birds, 
like  that  of  fine  Parrots,  is  intermixed  with  Red 
and  Green  ;  but  they  have  three  or  four  fmall  Fea¬ 
thers  rifing  on  their  Heads,  like  thofe  of  our  Pea¬ 
cocks,  and  are  but  little  larger  than  a  Canary-Bird. 
When  I  law  the  great  Number  of  Indians  turning 
and  winding  about  our  Ship,  in  the  hollow  of  Trees 
which  ferved  them  as  Boats  ;  when  I  obferved  the 
furprifing  Trees  which  lined  the  Shore  on  each 
Side;  and  indeed  thefe  Ifiands  and  Seas,  whofe 
barbarous  Names  I  had  read  in  the  Life  of  St. 
Francis  Xavier  ;  I  then  began  to  find,  in  earned, 
that  I  was  got  into  a  New  World  ;  and  furveyed 
with  the  higheft  Pleafure,  as  far  as  my  Eye  could 
carry,  the  numberlefs  Objects  round  me. 

We  failed  very  happily,  and  that  in  a  very  fhort 
Time,  through  the  Straits  of  Java  and  Banca , 
Which  are  two  of  the  mod  difficult  Courfes  in  the 
Voyage  to  China ;  and  we  touched  at  the  Ifland 

f  I  have  not  bee®  able  to  find  out  the  Englijh  of  this  Word, 

of 
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oF  Polaure  *,  where  we  refolved  to  take  fome  little 
Reft.  This  Iftand  is  inhabited  by  Malayans ,  who 
profefs  the  Mohammedan  Religion.  They  are  fub- 
je£f  only  to  a  Captain  or  Leader,  whom  they  them- 
felves  chufe  ;  and  form  a  kind  of  Republic.  The 
Malayans  are  Black,  but  not  quite  fo  dark  as  thole 
of  Goree.  Moft  of  them  go  almoft  naked,  wear¬ 
ing  only  a  Piece  of  painted  Cotton  or  Taffety, 
which  they  throw  over  them  a  great  number  of 
Ways,  in  a  negligent,  but  with  a  good  Air.  They 
all  wear,  at  their  Girdles,  a  kind  of  Dagger, 
which  they  employ,  on  Occafion,  with  wonderful 
Dexterity.  They  are  naturally  brave  ;  and  when 
they  have  taken  their  Opium,  which  fuddles  them 
in  fome  Meafure,  are  very  much  to  be  dreaded  -,  of 
which  the  French  had  a  Proof,  at  the  Rebellion  of 
Siam.  I  was  told  that  a  Malayan ,  having  been 
thruft  into  the  Belly  with  a  Pike,  and  thereby  ren¬ 
dered  unable  to  advance  any  nearer  to  his  Enemy, 
who  always  kept  off  from  him  at  the  Diftance  of 
the  Pike’s  Length  ;  he  forced  it,  with  his  own 
Arm,  quite  through  his  Body  ;  and  thus  fpitted* 
ran  forward  and  killed  the  Man  who  had  wounded 
him.  This  Story,  if  not  true,  is  well  imagined. 

Being  arrived  before  the  Iftand  of  Polaure ,  the 
Governor  defired  the  Captain  of  our  Ship,  not  to 
permit  his  Crew  to  advance  too  far  up  the  Iftand  ; 
he  faying,  that  not  above  three  or  four  Days  before, 
a  Pirate  which  hoifted  French  Colours,  had  plund¬ 
ered  fome  of  their  Settlements -,  and  that  therefore 
there  was  Reafon  to  fear  that  thole  Inlanders,  fee¬ 
ing  our  White  Flag,  might  take  us  for  the  Villains 
in  queftion  ;  and,  on  that  Account,  attack  Sword 
in  Hand,  fuch  as  fhould  advance  towards  their  Ha¬ 
bitations.  Whether  this  was  true  or  no,  we,  to  fe- 

*  I  almoft  take  this  to  be  Pooleron ,  but  don\  f:r)d  it  to  agree 
very  well  with  the  Courte  our  Jefuit  was  iteering. 

1 3 


cure 


1 1 8  T  R  A  V  R  L  S  of  the  Jesuits. 

cure  ourfelves  from  the  Refentment  or  Jealoufy  o 
thofe  Barbarians,  confined  ourfelves  to  a  narrow 
Spot  on  the  Shore,  where  we  landed  our  Sick. 
There  Refrefhment  of  every  kind  were  brought  us 
from  the  Ifiand,  the  Governor  himfelf  fettling  the 
Price  of  them.  Commodities  are  not  purchafed 
here  with  Money,  this  being  confidered  as  ufelefs  ; 
but  with  Iron,  with  which  they  make  Tools  to 
plough  the  Ground,  to  build  Houfes,  and  Wea¬ 
pons  of  War  ;  and,  having  Iron,  ÎJiey  fcarce  want 
any  Thing  but  what  their  own  Ifiand  produces.  A 
whole  Army  of  thefe  Indians ,  coming  from  their 
Canoes,  which  are  compofed  of  only  three  Pieces 
of  Wood,  on  board  our  Ship,  with  Provisions  5  we 
firfl  -offered  them,  by  way  of  Payment,  feveral 
fmall  European  Commodities  ;  but  thefe  they  con¬ 
temned  to  inch  a  Degree,  that  they  would  not  even 
condefcend  to  look  upon  them.  We  afterwards 
fhewed  thefe  People  other  Commodities,  which  we 
imagined  might  be  of  more  Service  to  them,  as 
Hats,  Shoes,  and  iume  Earthen  Ware  ;  upon 
which  they  fell  a  Laughing,  to  fignify  that  they 
thought  us  very  filly,  to  imagine  they  were  liable 
to  the  fame  Wants  with  us.  At  laft,  one  of  our 
Company  having  fhewed  them  the  head  of  a  large 
Nail,  they  inftantly  brought  fome  of  their  Com¬ 
modities  in  order  to  purchafe  it  ;  all  of  them  be¬ 
ing  Bidders  on  this  Occafion.. 

I  muff  confefs  that,  during  my  Stay  in  this 
Ifiand,  I  often  wifhed  I  had  the  Gift  of  Tongues, 
to  have  an  Opportunity  of  explaining  to  thefe  poor 
Malayans ,  fome  Articles  of  our  Religion.  If  we 
may  form  a  Judgment  of  thefe  Indians ,  from  the 
Lmdnefs  they  fhowed  us,  they  could  eafily  be  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  turn  Chriftians .  They  are  humane, 
familiar,  fincere,  and  hearty.  Theft  is  a  Thing 
unknown  among  thefe  People.  I  frequented  them 
more  than  any  other  European ,  during  out  Abode 
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in  that  Ifland,  I  accompanying  the  Sick  on  Shore, 
at  the  Requeft  of  an  Enfifhtnan^  an  Enfign,  a  i  *  cl 
chief  Pilot  of  our  Ship,  who  had  the  Scurvy,  and 
repofed  great  Confidence  in  me.  fne  Governor 
of  the  Inland'  was  fo  good  as  to  lodge  us  ooth  in 
his  Houfe.  Words  could  never  paint  the  Fond- 
nefs  which  the  Children  of  the  Natives  expreffed 
for  me  -,  three  or  four  of  them  fometi mes  flocking 
round  me ,  careiTing  me  as  if  we  had  been  long  ac¬ 
quainted  ;  bringing  me  fmalî  Prefents  -,  and  lerving 
me  as  Guides  whenever  I  wanted  to  go  to  any 
Place,  The  Governor  of  the  lOand  even  permitted 
one  of  our  Fathers,  and  rnyfeif,  to  view  all  tne  in¬ 
terior  Parts  of  the  Ifland  -,  we  being  very  defirous 
to  fee  whether  there  were  not  fouie  Simples  and 
Phyfica!  Plants  in  it,  unknown  to  the  Europeans. 
The  Governor’s  Brother  was  fo  good  as  to  accom¬ 
pany  us  every  where.  I  his  1 11  and  conflits  moldy 
of  five  or  fix  Mountains,  there  being  but  tew  low— 
Lands.  We  every  where  fee  Cocoa-Trees,  planted 
much  after  the  fame  manner  as  vines  in  Eut  ope  ; 
and  the  Settlements  are  difperfed  up  and  down. 
One  would  conclude,  on  looking  on  the  Ifland,  and 
feeing  neither  Villages  nor  downs  111  it,  that  it  is 
quitea  Defart  -,  his  neverthelefs  vaftly  full  of  Peo¬ 
ple,  yet  none  of  thofe  who  appear  aoroad  are  mar-? 
ried  Women,  or  Maidens -,  thefe,  as  m  the  reft  of 
Afia ,  being  commonly  confined  to  their  Houfes.^ 

We  Raid  no  longer  in  Polaure  than  was  neeefiary 
for  recovering  our  Tick  Men,  mod  or  whom  were 
cured  in  a  Week.  We  then  fet  fail  with  a  fa  r 
Wind  *,  and,  in  a  fhort  Time,  got  to  the  Shoa's  of 
Parcel ,  a  dreadful- Rock  above  an  hundred  Leagues 
in  Length. 

It  has  been  but  too  well  known  for  tne  many 
Ships,  which  have  been  caft  away  tnere  in  ali  i  imes  , 
and  extends  along  the  Coafls  of  Cochin-China.  .  We 
did  not  think  it  fafe  to  come  nearer  it  than  within 

I  4  four- 
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fourfcore  or  an  hundred  Leagues.  ’Tis  fcarce 
poffible  for  thofe  who  are  fhipwrecked  on  thefe 
dreadful  Rocks  to  efcape  with  their  Lives  ;  and 
we  hear  but  of  feven  or  eight  Chineze  Sailors 
who  brought  News  from  thence,  and  that  after 
a  furprifmg  Manner.  Their  VelTel  being  daih- 
ed  to  Pieces,  they  fwam  to  fome  very  final!  Iflands 
or  Rocks,  which,  in  that  Place,  rofe  above  the  Sur¬ 
face  of  tii..  Sea.  d  his  was  only  in  LFopes  of  pro- 
longing  their  Lives  for  a  few  Days,  and  they  expeft- 
eo  nothing  but  to  be  ftarved  ;  however.  Providence 
had  an  Eye  to  their  Neceffities,  and  did  not  aban¬ 
don  them  in  this  fad  Extremity.  Flocks  of  Birds 
came  and  perched  on  thefe  Rocks,  and  were  lo 
tame  as  to  let  themfelves  be  taken  by  Hand.  Nor 
were  they  in  want  of  Fifh  ;  they  needing  but  o-o 
down  to  the  Foot  of  their  Rocks,  where  they  al¬ 
ways  met  with  Oyfters  or  Crabs.  Neceffity,  the 
Mother  of  all  Inventions,  had  even  taught  them  to 
make  themfelves  Cloaths  with  the  Feathers  of  thofe 
Birds,  on  theFlefh  of  which  they  fed.  Thefe  poor 
People  drank  the  Water  which  was  fent  them  from 
Heaven  5  they,  after  a  Shower  of  Rain,  vifitincr 
the  Cavities  of  the  Rocks,  and  taking  it  out  from 
them.  In  this  Manner  they  fubfifted  eight  Years  ; 
and  returned  to  Canton  not  very  long  fince 
Ship  which  was  near  dafh’d  to  Pieces  on  the  Shoals 
of  Parcel ,  furnifh’d  them  with  Timber  for  making 
a  kind  of  Float  or  Raft  ;  upon  which  they,  at  laff 
dared  to  brave  all  the  Dangers  of  the  Sea  ;  and 
they  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  reach  the  lame 

Mand  of  Ainan  *,  whence  they  afterwards  came 
hither. 

.  After  having  doubled  the  Shoals  of  Parcel,  we 
imagined  ourfelves  fecure  from  all  Danger.  We 
had  not  yet  Jett  France  five  Months  ;  and  were  come 
almoft  to  the  Coaft  of  China ,  we  beino-  but  an 

o 

*  IN  ear  China . 
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Hundred  and  fifty  Leagues  from  Canton.  There 
now  remained  only  a  little  Airing  or  two  as  it 
were  ;  fo  we  all  congratulated  one  another  on  the 
Succefs  of  our  Voyage  -,  our  Pilots  declaring,  that  no 
other  European  Ship  had  ever  been  favoured  with 
fo  quick  a  Pafiage  to  China.  But  whilll  every  one 
of  us  was  computing  the  Day  on  which  we  ftiould 
arrive  at  the  wifhed-for  Port,  Heaven  was  prepa¬ 
ring  to  exercife  our  Patience,  by  Storms  and  Tern- 
pelts  for  above  four  Months  ;  fo  that  we  were  to 
find  infinite  more  Difficulty  in  entring  China ,  than 
in  failing  thither. 

We  were  about  the  Gulph  of  Cochin-China ,  when 
one  of  thofe  dreadful  Winds,  which  infeft  the  Seas 
of  China  and  Japan,  came  rufhing  upon  us.  It  fir  ft 
beat  down  our  Bowfprit,  and  afterwards  our  Fore- 
maft,  which,  falling  with  a  dreadful  Noife  into  the 
Sea,  carried  awa y  all  the  Sailors  who  were  upon  it. 
This  was  in  the  Morning  *,  when  I  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  make  up  (by  taking  a  little  Sleep)  the 
Time  I  had  fpent  during  the  whole  Night, 
in  affifling  our  fir  ft  Enghfb  Pilot  who  was  breath¬ 
ing  his  laft.  The  Shock  made  by  the  Ship 
awaked  me  on  a  fuclden,  when  immediately  I  ran 
to  the  Place  whence  the  Noife  came  :  But  Hea¬ 
vens  !  what  a  Sight  did  I  behold  I  an  Afifemblage 
of  Mails  and  Yards  floating  in  a  confufed  Manner, 
and  which  the  Waves  drove  every  Inllan t  on  the 
Sides  of  our  Ship  ;  Ropes  flill  fattened  to  them, 
and  which  the  Sailors  were  cutting  away,  as  quick 
as  poifibie,  with  Axes  ;  wounded  Sailors  who  were 
imploring  Succour,  and  befeeching  us  to  lend  them 
a  helping  Hand,  to  free  them  from  the  Sails  in 
which  they  were  entangled  -,  and  lallly,  the  entire 
Forepart  of  the  Ship  llript  of  its  Rigging  and  its 
Anchors.  I  at  fir  ft  thought  that  the  Prow  or  Head 


was  (laved, 
happily  was 


and  we  were  finking  to  rights,  but  I 
miltaken.  We  drew  nine  or  ten  Sailors, 

half 
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half-dead  out  of  the  Sea  ;  and  two  were  drowned. 
We  immediately  cut  away  the  Falls  or  Ropes  of  the 
broken  Mafts  -,  and  ufe.d  our  utmoft  Endeavours  to 
keep  up  the  Maim  mad,  which,  by  the  Fall  of  the 
two  others,  had  loft  its  chief  Stays. 

■Whilft  part  of  the  Crew  were  thus  employed, 
niy  Brother  Miffionaries  and  I  animated  fuch  as 
were  defponding  through  the  Fear  of  hidden  Death. 
We  confeffed  them,  implored  the  Affiftance  of 
Heaven  ;  and  exhorted  every  one  to  receive,  from 
the  Hand  of  the  Creator,  either  Life  or  Death,  as 
he  might  pleafe  to  ordain.  1  thought  that,  in 
Quality  of  Chaplain,  it  behoved  me  to  take  more 
Rains  than  the  reft  ;  accordingly  I  ran  up  and  down, 
exhorting  inch  Sailors  as  were  Working,  to  repent 
fincerely,  and  with  the  deepeft  Contrition,  of  all 
their  Sins.  The  bare  mentioning  this  was  fuffici- 
cnt  ;  the  Sight  of  imminent  Danger  making  the 
Arts  of  Perfuafion  lefs  necefiary.  Never  thelefs  the 
Wind,  which  hitherto  had  come  only  in  Gulls, 
now  began  to  attack  us  with  open  Force  ;  and  to 
roar,  in  all  its  Fury,  through  the  few  Sails  which 
were  left  us.  The  Main-top-maft  could  not  with- 
ftand  its  Violence,  but  fnapt  in  two,  and  fell  on  the 
Main-fail  ;  and  we  were  afraid  that,  as  it  ftruck  up¬ 
on  it  at  every  fwell  of  the  Sea,  it  would  tear  it  to 
Pieces.  Then  the  boldeft  Sailors  climbed  up  to  the 
Scuttle,  to  cut  the  Ropes  by  which  it  hung,  which 
coft  one  Man  his  .Life  ;  and  the  Main-fail  was  loft, 
it  being  tore  to  pieces,  as  well  as  the  Mizen-fail  ; 
fo  that  we  had  not  one  Sail  left  to  help  the  Ship 
during  the  Storm,  but  only  home  Tatters  of  the 
Sails  and  Ropes  frill  hanging  at  the  Yards;  and 
which,  rattling  againft  the  other,  made  fuch  a 
dreadful  Noife,  as  if  every  Part- of  the  Body  of  the 
Ship  had  been  fhatcerki.  The  greateft  Danger  we 
were  in  was  occasioned  by  the  falling  of  the  Main- 
mail;  for  the  Storm  was  fo  furious,  that  the  Mam¬ 
ma  ft 
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aiaft  fell  like  the  reft,  as  an  hundred  ftronger  Ones 
mu  ft  have  done.  Round  the  Main-maft  are  (our 
Pumps,  which  defcend  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Ship. 
When  the  Main-maft  falls  on  any  of  them,  it  burfts 
the  lower  Part  of  the  Ship,  and  generally  makes 
fuch  a  Cavity  for  the  Water  to  run  in  at,  as  cannot 
poffibly  be  ftopt.  Luckily  for  us,  ours  fell  in  fuch 
a  Manner,  as  if  its  Fall  had  been  directed.  A 
Moment  after,  the  Pilot’s  Cabin  was  carried  off  by 
the  Wind.  In  mort,  we  met  with  fome  new  Di- 
fa  fee  r  every  Moment. 

To  pacify  the  Wrath  of  Heaven,  and  procure 
ourfelves  the  Protedfcion  of  the  holy  Patrons  in 
whom  we  confided  ;  I  was  defined  to  offer  up  two 
Vows  in  the  Name  of  the  whole  Crew.  Firft  for 
Canton ,  with  Regard  to  which  they  promifed  that, 
in  Cafe  they  got  fafe  thither,  to  celebrate,  in  Ho¬ 
nour  of  St.  Francis  Xavier ,  a  Votive  Mafs,  a % 
which  the  whole  Ship’s  Company  fihould  ailift.  The 
other  Vow  related  to  France ,  with  Refpebe  to  which 
we  bound  ourfelves,  in  Cafe  of  our  Return  thither, 
to  fet  up,  in  fome  Chapel  of  the  Bleffed  Virgin,  a 
large  Picture  reprefenting  the  Storm  we  had  been 
in  as  an  eternal  Monument  of  our  Gratitude  j 

*  Tis  well  known  that  this  Practice  is  borrowed  from  the 
Antients.  In  that  delightful  Ode,  entitled  Pyrrha,  in  Horace, 
the  Poet  (peaking  metaphorically  of  his  lucky  Efcape,  from, 
the  deilrudlive  Blandifhments  of  that  charming  Deceiver,  fays, 
as  follows  : 

me  'tabula  facer 
Votiva  paries  indicat  u-vida 

SufpendiJF  potenii 
Ve fitment  a  maris  Deo. 

“  My  Garments  in  the  Fane  difplav’d, 

•f  As  Trophies  that  my  Vows  are  paid. 

Own  the  great  Ruler  of  the  Sea, 
f*  Author  of  my  Delivery.. 

Mr.  Horne ck, 

and 
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and  to  inform  Poflcrity  of  the  Power  to  which  we 
had  Recourfe  in  fuch  imminent  Danger. 

*Tis  not  in  vain  that  Perfons  invoke  the  Name 
of  the  Mother  of  God,  nor  that  of  the  great  St. Fran¬ 
cis  Xavier ,  in  Seas  which  their  Miracles  have  made 
fo  famous.  No  Ship  was  ever  buffeted  more  during 
Twenty-four  Hours,  which  was  the  Time  the 
Storm  failed.  An  hundred  Times  the  Billows  rufh- 
ed  with  fuch  Impetuofity  againfl  the  Sides  of  our 
Ship,  that  we  could  expedt  nothing  but  her  beatino* 
to  Pieces  ;  an  hundred  Times  we  dreaded  the  being 
buried  under  Mountain-like  Waves,  which  the 
Winds  railed  and  broke  on  our  Decks.  In  fine, 
3twas  a  Miracle,  as  we  were  drove  along  by  the  Ra¬ 
pidity  of  the  Currents  arid  the  Fury  of  the  Storm, 
in  a  Sea  filled  with  Rocks,  the  Points  of  which 
reached  almoft  to  the  Surface  of  the  Water,  that 
we  did  not  flnke  upon  fome  of  them.  Next  to  the 
Mercy  and  Compaffion  of  our  Saviour,  we  owe  our 
Deliverance  to  the  Interceffion  of  the  BiefTed  Vir¬ 
gin,  and  the  Apoftle  of  the  Indies. 

It  being  now  a  Calm,  we  put  up  new  Sails, 
which  was  but  a  miferable  way  of  refitting  our 
Ship.  Neverthelefs  we  made  fhift  to  advance  in 
our  Courfe  ;  and  even  (truck  Terror  into  a  Portu- 
guefe  Ship  that  followed  us  for  fome  Time  at  a  Di- 
ftance  ;  but  which  did  not  dare  to  advance  forward, 
till  (he  found  we  were  not  in  a  Condition  to  fol¬ 
low  her.  At  lad  we  difcovered  Sanchan ,  which  we 
would  gladly  have  put  into.  The  Favour  which 
St.  Francis  Xavier  had  fo  lately  indulged  us,  called 
upon  us  to  go  in  Pilgrimage  to  his  Grave.  But 
we  had  not  then  an  Opportunity  to  do  this,  as  the 
Wind  was  fair  ;  and  it  was  neceflfary  for  us  to 
arrive  with  all  the  Diligence  poflible  at  Canton , 
before  the  changing  of  the  Monfoons, 


We 
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We  advanced  as  far  as  the  Hands  Ladrones  *,  at 
the  Mouth  of  Macao,  Had  we  been  favoured  with 
a  fair  Wind,  we  might  have  reached  the  Port  in 
four  Hours  ;  but  we  were  now  ftopped  by  a  fudden 
Calm,  and  Providence  was  pleafed  to  expofe  us  to 
frefh  Trials.  About  the  Evening  we  perceived  huge 
Billows  rolling  Eaftward,  a  Sky  all  fiery  and  red 
with  Clouds,  an  irregular  Roaring  of  the  Tide, 
and  the  Winds  blew  only  by  hidden  Gufts,  all  fatal 
Prefages  of  an  approaching  Hurricane.  We  had 
fent  our  Long-boat  to  a  Portuguese  Ship,  in  Order 
to  procure  a  Pilot  acquainted  with  thefe  Parts,  who 
might  conduct  us,  as  foon  as  poffible,  to  feme  Har¬ 
bour  belonging  to  the  Hands  thereabouts.  The 
Portuguefe  Captain  fent  only  this  Anfwer,  that  as 
foon  as  he  himfelf  Ihould  be  got  to  Macao ,  he 
would  fend  us  one,  with  Boats  to  tow  us  along  -,  af¬ 
ter  which  he  went  and  fheltered  himfelf  under  the 
neighbouring  Hands.  Our  Ship  drew  too  much 
Water  to  follow  him,  for  which  Reafon  we  re  foi  v- 
ed  to  put  into  Panchan  *,  our  Pilots  being  acquainted 
with,  and  having  founded  its  Coafts,  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  V  oyage. 

Accordingly  next  Morning,  the  Seas  and 
Skies  being  more  tempeftuous  than  before,  we 
weighed  Anchor  and  put  back  towards  Panchan . 
We  then  could  perceive  a  little  of  the  Sky,  but 
the  Wind  roared  with  hill  greater  Fury.  We  now 
might  have  furveyed  thofe  wonderful  Swells  of  the 
Ocean,  mentioned  by  the  Prophet  ;  it  raging  with 
all  its  Fury  in  a  few  Moments.  But  we  were  not 
compofed  enough  to  contemplate  the  Wonders  of 
fo  dreadful  a  Spe&acle  ;  and  his  in  refle&ing  on  it, 

*  Thefe  Hands,  which  lie  in  the  Entrance  of  the  Gulph  of 
Macao ,  are  very  different  from  the  Iflands  Ladrones ,  which  were 
called  (from  the  Name  of  the  late  Queen  of  Spain ,  Mary  Anne 
of  Auftria ,)  les  IJIes  Marianes  ;  the  Hi  dory  of  which  was  pub- 
lifted  not  many  Years  fmce. 

at 
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at  this  Time,  that  we  cannot  forbear  praifino;  and 
fearing  its  Author.  ° 

i’he  Hurricane  made  dreadful  Havock  both 
within  and  without  the  Ship  ;  tearing  away  our  Sails 
like  fo  many  Cobwebs  ;  our  Sail-yards  were  fnapped 
to  Pieces ,  and  all  our  Mails,  which  now  confifted 
wholly  of  Pieces  of  Wood  ill  joined  together,  fell 
to  Pieces  every  where  *  fo  that  we  had  no  fooner 
endeavoured  to  fecure  one  Part  but  we  were  forced  to 
fly  to  another.  The  Sailors  in  the  Long-boat  called 
to  us  for  Help. .  At  every  Billow  which  raifed  them 
aloft  they  imagined  themfelves  gone  5  becaufe  the 
Ship,  which  went  with  fuch  prodigious  Rapidity 
from  the  Summit  of  this  Mountain  of  Water,  drag¬ 
ged  them  downwards,  and  that  as  fwift  as  Light¬ 
ning,  towards  the  Stern  of  our  Ship.  The  Officers, 
Handing  in  the  Gallery,  did  all  they  could  to  chear 
tnem.  in  tne  mean  1  une  a  gloomy  Silence  rei°*n— 
ed  every  where.;  hear  feemed  painted  on  the  Faces 
of  the  Ship’s,  Company,  and  was  but  too  expreffive 
of  the  Agonies  they  felt.  ’Tis  certain  nothing  could 
be  more  dreadful  than  to  be  near  the  Land,  and 
overtaken  by  a  Storm  in  fuch  a,  battered  Vefleh 
But  the  Circumftance  which  (truck  the  greateft 
Terror  was,  to  And  ourfelves  near  Sanchan ,  and 
yet  unable  to  flicker  ourfelves  in  any  Part  of  that 
Ifland.  J 

There  are  three  Bays  here  to  the  South.  The 
two  firft  were  too  narrow  and  unfafe  ;  and  at  the 
Entrance  of  the  Third  there  appeared  a  kind  of 
Range  of  Rocks,  fo  tliat  the  Pilots  were  afraid  of 
venturing  among  them.  However,  Mr.  Be  la  Ri¬ 
gaudière, ,  contrary  to  the  Opinion  of  every  one, 
imagining  that  thefe  fuppofed  Rocks  were  merely 
the  ebbing  of  the  Tide,  obliged  us  to  fail  through 
them  boldly  ;  and,  by  that  Means,  procured  a  She]- 
tei  which  we  mould  have  fought  for  clfewhere  in 
vain.  We  then  call  Anchor,  though  we  did  not  - 

think 
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trunk  ourfelves  quite  out  of  Danger.  We  ftill  con- 
tinued  to  tofs  during  two  Nights  ,  and  were  not  fe- 
cure  till  a  Chineze  Pilot,  of  Sanchan ,  made  us  call 
Anchor  in  Sight  of  St.  Francis  Xavier  s  Sepulchre. 
We  faluted  it,  at  our  Arrival,  with  live  Pieces  of 
Canon*,  and  afterwards  fang  cfe  Deum ,  with  the  Li¬ 
tanies  of  the  holy  Apoftle.  Father  De  Fontaney , 
d relied  in  his  Chineze  Habit  as  Envoy  from  the 
Emperor,  performed  the  Koteco  before  it,  that  is  die 
Kneelings  and  Proftrations  ufed  in  China ,  when  an 
extraordinary  Honour  is  paid  to  forne  Perfon.  This 
v/as  done  in  the  Prefence  of  feveral  Chineze  of  San- 
chan ,  who  appeared  all  in  Ecftafy  ;  and  were  over¬ 
joyed  at  their  poffeffing  the  Sepulchre  of  a  Man 
who  was  fo  highly  venerated  by  the  Europeans . 

The  Danger  we  had  juft  efcaped  (for  our  Offi¬ 
cers  were  of  Opinion,  that  the  Day  we  loft  our 
Mails  was  not  to  be  compared  to  it)  made  Mr.  De 
ia  Rigaudiere  refolve  not  to  hazard  any  longer  our 
Ship,  as  our  Malts  and  Rigging  were  in  fuch  a  mi- 
ferable  Condition,  in  fo  tempeftuous  a  Sea.  There¬ 
upon  we  held  a  Council,  when  it  was  agreed  that 
Father  De  Fontenay ,  accompanied  by  the  Directors 
of  the  Chineze  Trade,  Ihould  go  by  Land  to  Canton , 

:i  to  requeft  Ainftance  from  the  Mandarins  ;  that  our 
People,  without  waiting  till  the  Ship  was  got  thi¬ 
ther,  fhould  fet  about  making  new  Malls,  and 
work  at  the  Cargo,  in  Order  that  (he  might  be 
enabled  to  return  to  Europe  in  January .  Father 
De  Fontaney ,  before  he  left  us,  went  and  laid  Mafs 
in  the  Chapel  which  our  Fortuguefe  Fathers  had 
built,  the  Year  before,  over  St.  Francis  Xavier9 s 
Grave  ;  and  afterwards  embarked  for  §uanhay ,  whi¬ 
ther  he  arrived  on  St.  Laurence's  Day.  He  fent  us 
from  that  City,  which  Hands  four  or  five  Leagues 
to  the  North  of  Sanchan ,  a  Galley  of  Twenty  four 
Oars  *,  to  give  us  an  Opportunity  during  his  Ab^ 
fence,  of  vifiting  whenever  we  might  think  proper, 

the 
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the  Sepulchre  of  the  Apoftle  of  the  Indies ,  there  to 
catch  feme  Sparks  of  .a  truly  Apoflolical  Zeal, 
This  we  endeavoured  to  do,  during  almoft  three 
Weeks  ;  for  fo  long  we  lay  at  Anchor  here,  at  two 
Leagues  Diftance  from  the  Sepulchre.  We  went 
thither  frequently  to  Solemnize  Mafs  ;  and  had  the 
Confolation  to  fee  the  whole  Ships  Company  flock 
thither,  in  Honour  of  the  Saint,  and  to  receive  the 
holy  Communion.  The  Chapel  built  by  the  Por- 
tuguefe  Jefuits  is  pretty  enough  ;  ftis  only  of  Par¬ 
get,  a  white  Lime  Plaider  ;  but  the  Chineze  have 
Spread  a  red  and  blue  Varnifh  over  it,  which  has 
made  the  Infide  very  neat  and  lively. 

As  to  the  I  Hand  of  Sanchan,  it  did  not  appear  fo  well 
cultivated,  nor  fo  populous  as  has  been  published  ; 
we  having  had  full  Leifure  to  furvey  it,  both  with¬ 
in  and  without,  for  almoft  two  Months,  during 
which  we  coafted  about  the  Neighbourhood  there¬ 
of.  San  chan  is  near  fifteen  Leagues  in  Circumfe¬ 
rence  ;  and  contains  three  or  four  Villages,  moil  of 
whofe  Inhabitants  are  poor  Fifhermen.  They  fow, 
round  their  Settlements,  a  little  Rice  for  their  Sub- 
fiftence,  which,  with  Fifh,  is  their  only  Food. 
They  always  go  a  fifhing  in  Companies;  fo  that, 
at  a  Diftance,  their  Veffels  appear  like  a  little  Fleet. 
Our  Portuguefe  Fathers,  fmee  their  building  the 
Chapel,  have  converted  fome  Inhabitants  of  the 
Hand.  The  Fathers  intend  to  fettle  a  Million  in 
the  City  of  Sÿgianhay,  which  is  but  four  or  five 
Leagues  Diftance,  as  was  before  obferved  ;  and 
whence  fuch  of  our  Fathers  as  may  refide  there, 
will  make  Excurfions  to  Sanchan ,  and  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  Hands.  Thus  they  hope  that  this  Place, 
fandified  by  the  Death  of  the  Apoftle  of  the  In¬ 
dies ,  will  no  longer  be  prophaned  by  the  Worfhip 
of  Idols,  but  loon  abound  with  fervent  Chrif- 
tians. 

One 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits.  129 

One  Morning  about  the  End  of  Auguft ,  there 
came  three  Gallics  whereon  we  faw  Streamers,  Flags* 
Standards,  Lances,  Pikes,  Tridents,  and  particularly 
large  Lanthorns,  round  which  were  writ  in  Chine]} 
Characters,  the  Titles  of  the  Emperor's  Envoy. 
From  amidft  a  Croud  of  Rowers,  and  Chinefe  Sol¬ 
diers,  was  heard  a  Concert  of  Mufick,  compofed 
of  a  Copper-Bell,  and  of  Cornets  or  fmall  Shawms, 
which  ferv'd  as  à  Bafe  to  a  Fife  and  two  Flutes  of 
that  Country.  3Twas  Father  Be  Fontaney ,  with  his 
whole  Retinue  of  F agen ,  or  Envoy  from  the  Em* 
peror.  The  Circumftance  which  gave  us  the  grea- 
tell  Pleafure  was,  their  bringing  us  new  Mails  and 
Yards,  which,  though  weak,  might  yet  enable  us, 
during  the  Time  that  the  Main-mail  was  getting 
ready,  to  make  the  fifty  Leagues  from  Sanchan  to 
Canton .  Whilft  thefe  were  putting  up,  Father  Be 
Fontaney  received  a  Vifit  from  the  Mandarin  of 
S)uanhayy  which  was  performed  according  to  the 
Chinefe  Ceremonies  ;  and  the  Ship's  Company  wenf^ 
for  the  lafl  Time,  and  paid  their  Devotions  to  the 
Sepulchre  of  St.  Francis  Xavier. 

That  very  Evening  we  weighed  Anchor,  the 
three  Gailies  accompanying  us  by  way  of  Honour 
rather  than  out  of  Neceffity.  Father  Be  Fontaney 
would  have  fent  them  to  wait  for  us  at  the  Mouth 
bf  the  River  of  Canton  ;  but  the  Currents,  the  bad 
Weather,  the  contrary  Winds,  and  the  Storms, 
not  having  permitted  even  the  Amphitrite  to  go  a- 
bove  a  League  from  Sanchan ,  in  the  Space  of  ten 
Days,  he  refolved  to  employ  thofe  Gailies  to  carry 
the  MifXionaries  to  Canton .  The  Bufinefs  now  was 
to  appoint  a  Chaplain  on  board  the  Amphitrite .  A$ 
none  of  the  Miffionaries  w7as  more  vigorous  than 
myfelf  ;  not  to  mention  that  I  had  added  as  Chap- 
lain  ever  fince  our  Departure  from  Europe  ;  Father 
Be  Fontaney  left  me  and  Father  Contancin  in  the 
Ship.  Accordingly  we  took  leave  of  our  dear 

K  Lorn- 
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Companions,  who  embarked  with  Father  Be  Fon- 
taney  ;  and  arrived  happily,  in  three  Days,  at  Can¬ 
ton.  1 

As  it  was  not  yet  the  Seafon  for  the  Eafcerly 
Winds  to  blow,  we  were  in  Hopes  that  the  Amphi - 
trite, ,  by  the  help  of  the  Tides,  might  make  fhift 
to  reach  Canton ,  as  fhe  had  done  the  foregoing 
Voyage  %  but  fhe  was  not  then  in  fo  fluttered  a  Com 
dition.  In  the  mean  Time  we  exerted  the  utmofl 
Efforts  of  Labour  and  Art.  We  got  every  Thin0” 
ready  for  failing  feveral  Times  in  the  Day,  on 
which  Occaiion  we  fometimes  went  forward  and 
often  backward  »,  fo  that  we  advanced  in  three 
W  eeks  T  ime,  no  farther  than  Nicooko ,  feve-n  or 
eight  Leagues  from  Sanchan ,  Mr.  Be  la  Rigaudiere 
obferving  this  Voyage  to  be  fo  very  tedious,  wrote 
to  Canton *  defiring  that  we  might  be  there  met 
by  a  Chinefe  Barge,  to  take  on  board  the  Pré» 
fents  fent  to  the  Emperor,  and  likewife  the  Effedrs 
belonging  to  the  Chinefe- Company  Father  Be 
Fontaney  was  preparing  to  comply  with  Mr.  Be  la 
Rigaudiere 5s  Defire,  when  there  arofe  a  third  Storm,, 
more  dreadful  than  the  two  preceding  Ones,  which 
expofed  us  to  all  the  Calamities  (the  being  Ship» 
wrecked  excepted)  that  can  poffibly  befal  Ivrfons 
at  Sea. 

I  begin  to  be  weary*  dear  Father,  of  entertain¬ 
ing  you  with  nothing  but  a  Relation  of  Storms  ; 
for  which  Reafon  I  would  not  mention  this,  was  it 
not  of  a  very  peculiar  Sort.  What  muff  be  done 
on  this  Occafion  ?  I  am  not  writing  a  Romance  in 
which  the  Author  is  at  Liberty  to  diverfify  Adven- 
tures  at  Pleafure,  merely  for  the  Amufement  of  his 
Readers.  I  am  giving  an  Account  of  thofe  with 
which  it  pleafed  Heaven  to  buffet  us  -,  and  would 
not  trouble  you  with  it,  was  I  not  fenfible  that  the 

fhe  French  Raft -India  Company,  I  luppofe. 
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Affeftion  you  bear  me,  makes  you  defirous  of 
knowing  the  moil  inconfiderable  Circumfcance  of 
whatever  befel  me  at  fo  great  a  Diflance.  We  were 
then,  as  I  before  obferved,  feven  or  eight  Leagues 
to  the  Eaft  of  Sanchm j,  oppofite  to  the  IQand  of 
Nicooko ,  advancing  a  litde  forward  every  Day,  fpite 
of  the  contending  Winds  ànd  Tides  \  when  a  Hur¬ 
ricane,  or  rather  one  of  thofe  Storms  formed 
by  ill  the  Winds  united,  which  are  ufed  to  rage 
in  the  Sea  of  China %  drove  us  at  above  forty 
Leagues  Diftance. 

We  had  fome  Prefâges  of  the  Storm,  for  which 
Reafon  Mr.  De  la  Rigaudiere.  would  willingly  have 
run  the  Ship  into  a  tolerable  good  Harbour,  to  the 
North  of  Nicooko  ;  We  had  founded  it  two  Days 
before,  when  we  went  to  bury  our  Rnglijh  firft  Pilot  i 
but  the  Chinefe  Pilot,  who  then  had  the  whole  Di¬ 
rection  of  the  Ship’s  Courfe,  laughed  at  us  for  being 
afraid  5  and  promifed  that  on  the  Morrow  a  Wind 
mufl  fpring  up,  which  would  carry  us  into  the  Port  of 
Macao .  A  Captain  is  forced  to  rely  on  the  Expe¬ 
rience  of  Coafting  Pilots.  The  pretended  Skilful- 
nefs  of  this  Man  hindered  our  weighing  Anchor,  but 
we  foon  had  caiife  to  repent  it.  We  now  had  prêt- 
(  ty  good  Sea-room,  when,  about  Eleven  at  Night; 
there  arofe  a  furious  North  Wind,  accompanied  with 
Rain,  which  made  us  chace  on  our  Anchors,  and 
drove  its  dill  farther  From  Shore.  Every  Man  on 
Board  was  forced  to  rife  out  of  Bed  ;  it  raining 
within  the  Ship  as  well  as  without.  We  prepared^ 
during  the  Night,  every  Thing  necëfifary  for  ena¬ 
bling  us  to  püt  into  fome  Port  where  we  might  lie 
fecure  ;  büt  in  the  Morning,  it  being  a  very  rough 
Sea,  it  was  impoffible  for  us  to  weigh  Anchor  %  fo 

that  we  were  forced  to  cut  away  the  Cable,  and 

«* 

leave  it.  We  nôw  had  no  longer  Thoughts  of  put¬ 
ting  into  the  Port  of  Nicooko ,  the  Wind  blowing 
from  that  Quarter  1  for  which  Reafoa  we  refolved 
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to  return  to  our  former  Station  in  Sanchan  ;  but,  In 
our  PaiTage  thither,  our  Main-tail  was  torne  -,  foon 
after  which  our  Fore-maft  broke,  and  the  Mizzerx- 
fail  fell  down.  We  made  all  the  Diligence  poffible 
to  fupply  their  Places  with  new  Ones;  but  the 
Winds,  in  the  Seas  of  China ,  are  not  like  thofe  in 
other  Parts.  It  was  impoffible  for  us  to  keep  one  fingle 
Sail  up  ;  fo  that,  at  laft,  we  were  obliged  to  aban¬ 
don  ourfelves  to  the  Mercy  of  the  Winds,  and  go 
whitherfoever  Providence  might  drive  us. 

To  add  to  our  Calamity,  the  Sky  grew  fo  black* 
and  the  Shower  fell  fo  thick,  that  we  could  not  fee 
our  Way.  We  neverthelefs  were  now  got  into  a 
Place  where  there  is  no  PaiTage  ;  there  being  Lands, 
to  which  the  Winds  drove  us,  on  all  Sides.  But 
how  could  we  avoid  them,  it  being  fcarce  poffible 
for  us  to  do  this,  turn  which  way  we  would.  And 
now  Mr.  De  la  Rigaudiere  ordered  a  new  Main-fail 
to  be  put  up  at  all  Adventures,  to  ferve  us  upon 
Occafion,  We  foon  fpied  Land  which  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  above  a  quarter  of  a  League  Diftance  5 
but  it  proved  to  be  a  Clufter  of  Rocks.  The 
Waves  dallied  fo  furioufly  again  ft  thefe,  that  we 
thought  it  would  be  impoffible  for  us  to  get  a-fhore 
upon  them  -,  and  yet  this  was  the  only  Place  where 
we  thought  we  could  put  into.  Every  one  of  the 
Ship’s  Company  imagined  himfelf  loft;  according¬ 
ly  all  prepared  for  Death,  and  nothing  was  heard 
but  Cries  for  Succour.  Several  Perfons  confefted 
themfelves  to  us  -,  after  which,  recommending  our- 
felves  to  God’s  Mercy,  we  ran  from  Place  to  Place, 
to  prepare  the  reft  for  the  laft  fad  Flour.  We  were 
juft  loft,  being  come  almoft  within  Muiket-fhot 
of  a  dreadful  Rock,  at  the  Point  of  an  Ifland  called 
Ootchew  ;  we  endeavoured  to  tack  about  and  get 
dear  of  it,  waring  the  Ship  by  the  help  of  the 
Main-fail  :  but  as  the  Canoo  and  Long-boat  were  a 
Hindrance  to  this  Motion,  we  cut  away  their  Falls; 

after 
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after  laving  the  Lives  of  thofe  who  were  in  them. 
The  Main-fail  was  again  torne  in  feveral  Places  ; 
but  there  being  three  or  four  Gulls  of  Winds  thro5 
her,  this  made  us  chop  about,  by  which  Means  we 
got  clear  of  the  Point  of  Qotchew.  Afterwards  com- 
ins  to  the  Leeward  of  that  Bland,  we  were  no 
longer  afraid  of  it  -,  but  then  there  was  a  multitude 
of  others,  and  this  was  but  the  beginning  of  the 
Storm.  As  we  could  fcarce  fee,  though  it  was 
Noon-dav,  by  Reafon  of  the  Blacknefs  of  the  Sky, 
and  the  violent  Showers  of  Rain  that  fell,  we  were 
forced  to  make  Ufe  of  the  founding  Line  every 
Moment,  in  order  to  find,  by  the  Depth  of  Water 
we  were  in,  whether  we  came  near  the  Iflands  or 
fome  Rock.  The  only  Refuge  now  left  us  was  a 
large  Anchor,  which  our  People  intended  to  throw 
out,  though  we  lhould  be  but  in  ten  or  twelve 
Fathom  Water  -,  but  all  the  Anchors  in  the  World 
are  but  of  little  Service  in  fuch  Extremities.  We 
were  ftruggling  with  Winds  and  Waves,  which 
roared  out  in  all  their  Fury  \  and  did  not  know 
where  we  were,  nob  whither  we  were  going.  All 
we  were  certain  of  was,  that  we  were  among  Rocks, 
and  furrounded  with  Dangers.  We  again  had  Re- 
courfe  to  the  Power  who  commands  the  Seas  and 
Winds*,  and  being  wholly  refigned  to  whatever 
Fate  he  fhould  pleafe  to  allot  us,  we  humbly  be- 
fought  him  not  to  be  forgetful  of  his  former  Mer¬ 
cies. 

After  the  narrow  Efcape  we  had  been  indulged  at 
Qotchew ,  I  had  made  a  Vow,  at  the  Requeft  and  in 
the  Name  of  the  whole  Ship*s  Company,  to  St. 
Anne  of  Auray ,  a  little  Town  in  Brit  any  ;  where 
that  Saint  is  honoured  in  a  particular  Manner  by 
Mariners  who  have  been  a  long  Voyage.  They 
promifed,  in  Cafe  of  their  return  to  France ,  to 
walk  to  that  Town,  and  there  pay  their  Devotions 
in  the  famous  Chapel  dedicated  to  the  Saint  in 
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Queftion.  Vows  of  this  kind  are  always  made  witfr 
Tears,  and  ftrong  Indications  of  the  deepeft  Re- 
in  ode.  We  had  no'Occafion  to  excite  the  Devo¬ 
tion  of  the  Manners,  they  fir  ft  befeeching  us  to  go 
to  Prayers.  The  moft  fervent  among  them  brought 
fuch  of  their  Mefs-matès  as  were  newly  converted , 
in  order  for  them  to  confefs  their  Sins  3  and  feme  of 
them  who,  for  eight  or  ten  Years,  had  not  come 
near  the  Lord?s  Table,  and  were  Catholicks  merely 
out  of  fecular  Views,  become  fincere  Converts, 
and  have  fince  led  thé  moft  pious  Lives.  There 
were  then  with  us  two  Miftionaries,  Meilleurs  Baf 
fet  and  Befnarf  belonging  to  the  Foreign  Miflions, 
who  happened  to  be  on  Board  our  Ship,  when  we 
were  furprized  by  the  Storm  near  Nicooko .  As  nei¬ 
ther  they.  Father  Contancin ,  nor  myfelf  were  to  re¬ 
turn  to  France ,  we  four  agreed  to  make  a  Vow  in 
Honour  of  our  Guardian  Angels  *.  *Twas  their 
Feflival  on  the  Morrow.  We  therefore  befought 
them  to  be  our  Giiides  in  this  imminent  Danger  % 
and  ftwas  certainly  owing  to  their  AiFiftartce,  and 
that  of  St.  Anne  of  Aura)\  whofe  Aid  the  Sailors 
had  invoked,  that  we  got  clear  of  it  at  laft. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  Day,  and  the  whole 
Night  following,  the  Winds  and  Seas  waged  furi¬ 
ous  War.  About  Midnight,  finding  not  above 
twelve  Fathom  Water,  we  threw  out  the  only  great 
Anchor  left  us.  Words  could  never  exprefs  the 
Violence  with  which  our  Ship  was  toft.  Figure  to 
yourfelf  a  furious  Lion,  who  ftrives  to  break  his 
Chain,  and  at  laft  gets  looie.  At  five  in  the  Morn» 
ing  the  Cable,  though  a  new  one,  broke  ;  and  we 
found  ourfelv'es  more  expofed  than  ever  to  frefti 
Dangers.  We  debated  whether  it  would  be  better 

4  ’  '  :  *  ■  .  .  I 

*  A  Guardian  Angel  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  Celeftial  Being, 
Whom  God  has  appointed  to  watch  over  every  Perfon  ;  in  like 
manner  the  P Iqtonijis  imagined  every  Perfon  to  be  under  the 
Ccndud  of  a  particular  Genms, 

to 
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to  put  out  to  Sea,  at  the  hazard  of  being  carried,  by 
the  Currents,  toward  the  Eland  of  Ainan ;  though 
we  perceived  by  our  Charts,  that  this  lfland  was 
furrounded  with  Rocks  and  Sands;  or  whether  we 
fhould  coaii  it,  and  rim  a-ground  at  the  firft  favou- 
rab’e  Place  we  might  meet  with,  to  fave  our  Lives 
and  Part  of  the  Cargo.  Every  one  was  for  the  ' 
latter.  In  the  Morning  we  difcovered  Land  at  a 
pretty  great  Diftance  from  us  ;  however,  that  we  ' 
might  have  an  Opportunity  of  chufing  the  Place 
where  we  might  be  wrecked  upon,  we  fpread  all 
our  Sails,  in  order  to  be  the  better  able  to  ma» 
nage  the  Ship  ;  but  moft  of  them  were  torne  to 
Pieces  ;  the  Storm  no  ways  decreafing,  and  not  al¬ 
lowing  us  a  MomenPs  Reft. 

At  laft  we  came  in  Sight  of  three  Shores,  one  of 
which  was  that  of  China  ;  and  the  others  of  two 
craggy,  defart  Elands.  The  Bud  nefs  now  was,  to. 
confider  upon  which  of  thefe  Places  we  fhould  run 
a-ground.  Thofe  who  were  mo  ft  earned  to  fave 
themfelves,  defired  that  we  might  fteer  diredtly  for 
the  Coaft  of  China  ;  but  the  Ship  could  not  be  faved 
by  this  Means,  and  would  infallibly  have  dafhed  to 
Pieces  againft  the  Rocks,  which  appeared  in  our 
Courfe  thither,  within  a  little  more  than  half  a 
League  from  the  Shore.  Mr.  De  la  Rigaudiere 
took  a  more  prudent  Refol.ution  ;  he  made  us  tack 
about  to  that  Eland  which  projected  the  fartheft  in¬ 
to  the  Sea  ;  not  doubting  but  we  fhould  meet,  on 
the  back  of  this  Eland,  with  a.  good  Shelter  and  a3 
fit  Place  for  anchoring.  Pleaven  was  fo  gracious  as 
to  check  the  Fury  of  the  Winds  that  Inftant.  We 
embraced  the  favourable  Opportunity  and  with 
only  the  Sprit-fail,  fixed  to  the  Trunk  which  re¬ 
mained  of  the  Fore-maft,  and  the  Mizen-fail,  we 
bore  away  through  the  middle  of  the  Canal  lying 
between  thefe  two :  Elands  ;  founding  all  the  Way* 
ti li  we  might  find  a  Bottom,  and  a  calmer  Sea,  ta 
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the  Leeward  of  the  la  ft  Ifland.  There  we  caft  An¬ 
chor  with  only  a  pretty  fmall  One.  The  next  Day 
we  got  every  Thing  ready  in  order  to  get  more 
Sea-room  ;  we  perceiving,  that  when  the  Tide  was 
out,  the  Rudder  almoft  dragged,  and  had  like  to 
have  broke  by  (hiking  againft  the  Ground. 

We  did  not  know  whereabouts  we  were,  and  had 
neither  Long-boat  or  Canoo  to  go  upon  the  Difco- 
very.  We  fired  feveral  Cannon  to  inform  the 
Chineze  of  our  Diftrefs,  and  to  let  them  know 
how  greatly  we  wanted  their  Aid.  Nothing  ap¬ 
peared  for  two  Days.  However,  we  imagined  we 
faw,  with  our  Telefcopes,  all  along  the  Coaft,  fine 
Harbours,  walled  Cities  and  Pagods.  Having  no. 
Long-boat  or  Canoo  to  go  on  Shore  with,  we  made, 
with  Pieces  of  old  Mails  and  broken  Oars,  a  kind 
of  Raft.  The  Building  of  this  was  very  eafy,  and 
did  not  take  up  much  Time.  As  we  were  making 
Trial  of  it,  and  effaying  whether  it  would  be  poi- 
fible  for  us  to  brave  the  Rocks  and  Sea-Monfters  in 
fo  rough  and  mifhapen  a  Veflel,  fome  Chineze  Barks 
appeared.  3Twas  the  Mandarin  of  War  f,  who, 
hearing  our  Guns,  fent  to  enquire  who  we  were. 
Thefe  Chineze  informed  us,  that  we  were  in  the 
Road  of  Tien-pay  5  that  the  Hand  before  which  we 
had  caft  Anchor  was  called  Fan-ki-chan ,  or  the 
Wand  of  Hens  ;  fo  termed  becaufe  it  was  a  Cuftom 

of 

in  French  ’tis,  le  Mandarin  d' Armes.  There  are  nine  Or¬ 
ders  of  Mandarins,  and  of  thefe  the  chief  are  firft,  the  Judges 
in  Caufes  both  Criminal  and  Civil  ;  Secondly*  Thofe  who  fu- 
perintend  the  Treafury  and  Revenues  ,*  and,  Thirdly,  Such  as 
command  the  Militia  or  Soldiery.  Thefe  feveral  Mandarins, 
t dough  fuboidmate  on  many  Accounts  to  the  Viceroy,  are  yet 
a  Check  upon  him.  The  Name  Mandarin  was  given,  by  the 
Fortugueje, to  the  Eaflern  Nobility,  called  Koan ,  cr  rather  Cohen 
Unifying,  to  ferve,  and  be  the  Minifter  of  a  Prince.  The  nine' 
Orders  of  Mandarins,  or  Degrees  of  Nobility,  are  diftinguifhed 
by  certain  Animals,  as  Badges.  Thofe  of  the  firlt  Rank  have 
a  Stork,  the  fécond  a  Lion,  the  third  311  Eagle,  àfc.  There 

are 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits,  137 

oF  the  Chineze^  whenever  they  failed  that  Way,  to 
leave  fome  Hens  on  the  Ifland  in  Queftion,  in  ho¬ 
nour  of  an  Idol  they  worfhip,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
favourable  Wind,  They  added,  that  within  a 
League  from  thence,  up  the  Country,  was  the  City 
of  Tien-Pay  :  That  the  Name  of  the  Mandarin  in 
Queftion  was  Ldtoofe  j  and  that  he  arrived  there 
not  long  before  from  Macao. 

At  the  Name  of  Litoo-jfe  we  all  fhouted  for  Joy  \ 
and  thanked  Providence  for  being  fo  gracious,  in 
the  Height  of  our  Calamities,  as  to  put  us  into  the 
Hands  of  the  heft  Friend  the  French  are  favoured 
with  in  China,  This  Nobleman,  when  Mandarin 
of  War  in  Macao ,  had  ftiown  them  the  greateft 
Kind  nefs,  and  ferved  them  to  the  utraoft  of  his 
Power  -,  which  coming  to  the  ear  of  the  Company 
of  China ,  in  France ,  they  had  fent  him,  by  Mr. 
De  la  Rigaudierey  a  fine  Sabre,  as  a  Prefen  t.  Mef- 
fieurs  Bajjet  and  Befnard%  who  could  fpeak  the 
Chineze  Language,  were  deputed  to  that  Mandarin, 
to  requeft  him  to  fend  us  a  good  Pilot,  who  was 
acquainted  with  the  Coaft  ;  to  favour  us  with  s  Boats 
to  fupply  the  Place  of  our  own  ;  with  Provisions, 
our  Bi  feu  it  having  been  fpoiled  by  the  Sea- Water  ; 
and  with  Lime,  to  mend  our  Oven  which  was  beat 
to  Pieces  by  the  rolling  of  the  Ship  *,  in  fine,  with 
Meftengers  to  carry  News  of  our  Arrival  to  the  Di¬ 
rectors  of  Trade  in  Canton ,  as  well  as  to  Father 
De  Fontaney ,  all  whom  we  knew  would  be  vaftly 
uneafy,  not  to  find  us  cither  in  Nicooko  or  Sanchan « 

are  in  all  Thirty-two  or  Thirty-three  Thoufand  Mandarins,  iify 
Çhina .  There  are  Literary  Mandarins,  and  Mandarins  of  War, 
who  all  go  through  various  Examinations.  The  Mandarins  are 
obliged  to  abftain  from  certain  Fleafures.  A! moil  the  only  Di- 
yerfion  permitted  them,  is  to  fpend  fome  Time  with  their  Wives, 
a  Plurality  of  thefe  being  allowed  in  China.  Since  the  Tartars 
have  poffeffed  themfelves  of  China ,  moll  of  the  Tribunals  have 
two  Prefidents,  there  being  but  one  formerly,  *viz.  the  one  a 
‘Tartar,  and  the  other  a  Chineze.  See  Father  Le  Comte. 
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Litoo-jje  thé  Mandarin  granted  us,  in  the  mod 
obliging  manner,  whatever  we  requeued.  And,  in 
order  that  he  might  do.  our  People  all  the  Service 
poffible  ;  he  fent  three  Gallies  to  pay  us  his  Com¬ 
pliments,  and  to  offer  us  his  Houfe  in  Cafe  we 
thought  proper  to  go  on  Shore  $  but  he  fhewed  in¬ 
finitely  more  Zeal,  when  he  found  that  there  were 
magnificent  Prefents,  on  board  our  Ship,  for  the 
Emperor.  His  Plead,  at  lead  his  Fortune  would 
have  been  in  Danger,  had  thefe  happened  to  have 
been  loft  in  his  Jurifdidion  ;  for  the  Government 
Forms  a  Judgment  in  China ,  more  than  in  any  other 
Country,  of  the  wife  Conduct  of  Perlons  in  public 
Employments  from  their  Succefs  ;  and  Mandarins 
are  often  punifhed  for  unhappy  Accidents,  though 
not  owing  to  any  Fault  of  theirs.  For  this  Reafon 
he  fent,  with  all  poffible  Expedition,  Expreffes  to 
the  Mandarins,  his  Superiors  ;  to  the  Vice-Roy  of 
Canton  ;  to  the  Tfong-tco ,  who  is  as  Governor  of 
two  Provinces,  as  well  to  receive  their  Orders,  as  to 
difburthen  himfelf  of  part  of  the  Care  and  Anxie¬ 
ty  he  was  under  on  our  Account.  Whilft  he,  in 
ConjundHon  with  them,  was  concerting  Meafures 
for  our  Conveniency  -,  we  met  with  another  Misfor¬ 
tune,  even  in  the  Road  of  'Tien- P ay ,  which  gave 
both  him  and  us  a  great  deal  of  Uneafinefs. 

As  the  Wand  of  F  an- ki- chan  had  proved  an  Afy- 
îum  to  us,  towards  the  End  of  the  late  fad  Storm, 
we  imagined  we  might  winter  about  it.  We  had 
moored  our  Ship  there  writh  only  three  poor,  final  ! 
Anchors  left  us  -,  and  unrigged  our  Ship  as  if  we 
were  lying  in  a  fecure  Port.  We  now  refolved  to 
build  a  little  Hofpital,  for  the  Sick,  in  the  Wand  ; 
when  God  was  pleafed  again  to  draw,  out  pf  the 
Treafures  of  his  Wrath,  one  of  thofe  furious  Hur¬ 
ricanes  with  which  we  had  been  buffetted  more  than 
once.  It  muft  be  confefted,  that  we  were  call: 
down  and  humbled  beneath  the  powerful  Hand  of 

Pleaven* 

%  i  .  ■.  *.  *j 
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»  y  ' 

Heaven.  Hitherto  I  had  furveyed  the  feveral 
Tempefts  with  a  tolerably  ferene  Eye.  The  good 
Effed;  they  had  wrought  on  our  Ship’s  Company, 
by  awakening  the  Remembrance  of  the  wholefome 
Counfels,  with  which  we  had  endeavoured  to  infpire 
them  during  the  Voyage,  more  than  paid  all  the 
Fatigues  I  had  undergone  ;  and  I  exhorted  them  to 
fuffer  with  Patience,  in  Hopes' that  Heaven  would 
foon  put  an  End  to  all  our  Difafters.  But  finding 
the  Storm  break  out  again  from  Time  to  Time, 
without  fo  much  as  allowing  us  a  Weeks  Refpite,  I 
now  could  only  exhort  our  People  to  be  refigned  to 
the  heavenly  Will.  BufFetted  again  by  this  new  Tem¬ 
ped,  our  Lives  now  hung,  as  it  were,  by  weak  Cable- 
Ropes;  thefe  fometimes  rending  in  our  Sight;  fo 
that  we  were  forced  to  mend  them  every  half  Hour. 
Had  they  broke  away,  as  in  the  laid  Tern  pell,  we 
did  not  know  where  to  run  a-grou nd  ;  for  as  the 
Wind  blew  with  dreadful  Fury,  even  from  the 
Ifland  of  Fan-h-chan ,  we  confequently  were  fhut 
out  from  that  Coaft;  and  we  muft  have  perifhed  in 
the  midldof  the  Road  of  Fun-Fay  ;  all  that  Quarter 
being  full  of  Shoals  and  Banks,  above  a  League  and 
half  from  Land,  whence,  in  all  Probability,  not  a 
Soul  of  us  would  have  got  afhore.  Thefe  Alarms 
continued  above  Four  and  Twenty  Hours  ;  and  no 
Day  ever  appeared  fo  long  to  me.  The  Circum- 
fiance  which  difturbed  me  mod,  was,  not  a  Senfe  of 
the  Danger  I  myfelf  was  in  ;  for  Thanks  to  Provi¬ 
dence,  the  Trials  I  had  undergone  had  prepared  me 
for  every  Event;  and  I  really  believe  I  could  wil¬ 
lingly  have  fuftered  Shipwreck,  could  I,  like  Jonas , 
have  faved  the  whole  Ship’s  Company.  But  I  was 
grieved  and  afraid,  left  Heaven  fhould  not  be  fo  in¬ 
dulgent  as  to  deliver  fo  many  poor  Creatures,  who  had 
invoked  him  fo  zealoufiy  ;  and  that  a  Ship  loaded 
with  the  feveral  Things  neceftary  for  our  Miffion, 
Aaptild  be  loft  in  Sight  of  the  Port,  I  neverthekfs 

fuh- 


i Â.o  T  R  A  V  E  L  S  of  the  Jesuits* 

ftibmkted  myfelf  to  whatever  Providence  might  de^ 
cree,  which  amidft  fo  many  Trials,  had  not  yet 
quite  abandoned  us. 

Whilft  we  were  thus  combating  again  ft  the 
"Winds  and  Waves,  Liioofe  the  Mandarin  flood 
upon  the  Shore,  half  dead,  for  fear  left  we  and  the 
Prefents  which  had  been  fent  to  the  Emperor, 
fhould  be  buried  under  the  Waves,  As  foon  as  the 
Sky  cleared  up  a  little,  he  went  on  Tien-pay  Hills, 
whence  he  furveyed  our  Motions  through  a  Tele- 
fcope.  The  inftant  he  fpied  us,  he  fent  out  a  Vef- 
fel  and  a  petty  Mandarin  ;  intreating  us  to  come  in¬ 
to  the  Port  of  Tien-pay ,  in  order  to  fecure  both  our- 
felves  and  our  Ship,  At  the  lame  l  ime  we  had 
difpatched  Father  De  Fontanéyh  Sian-kcng  $  to  Tien- 
pay,  requefting  that  Mandarin  to  fend  us  Y eifels  ^ 
the  Council  having  refolved  to  caft  Anchor  before 
the  Ifland  of  Fan-ki-cban  ;  and  even  to  convey  a$ 
much  of  the  Ship's  Cargo  as  poffible  to  Tien-pay . 
For  this  Purpofe  Litoo-Jje  got  together  all  the  Veft 
fels,  Gallies,  Barges,  and  Fifhing-Boats,  he  could 
find  in  the  Port  of  Tien  pay,  and  fent  them  to  us. 
We  were  furprized  at  feeing  this  little  Fleet  come  fo 
fpeedily  to  our  Afliftance.  The  firft  Queftion  we 
afked  the  Chineze  Pilots  was,  whether  the  Arnphi- 
trite ,  as  Aie  drew  feventeen  Foot  Water,  could  enter 
the  Port.  They  anfwered  that  fhe  could  not,  ex¬ 
cept  at  the  New  or  Full  Moon,  at  which  Times  the 
Tide  runs  very  high  ;  that,  at  the  Entrance  of  the 
Port,  there  was  a  Bar,  where  we  often  meet  with  only 
fifteen  Foot  Water;  but  that  the  high  Tides  fome- 
times  rife  to  twenty  Foot  there.  Unhappily  the  high 
Tide  was  not  expe&ed  till  ten  Days  after  ;  and  we 
were  told  that  in  five  Days,  we  had  great  Reafon  to 
fear  as  violent  a  Storm  as  the  foregoing.  Hence  we 
were  determined  not  to  lofe  a  Moments  Time  * 

*  One  who  fermes  him  an  Catechij h 
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but  to  make  Ufe  of  the  Mandarin  Lïtoofe3 s  Boats 
for  carrying  our  Goods  on  Shore. 

Juft  as  we  were  taking  the  Bales  out  of  the  HoId9 
there  happened  an  Infurreclion  among  the  Ship’s 
Crew,  who  abfolutely  refufed  to  proceed  with  the 
unlading.  As  the  Sailors  had  been  very  much  fright- 
ed  in  the  laft  Storm,  they  were  greatly  difgufted  to 
find  that  more  Care  was  taken  of  the  Goods  than 
of  their  Lives.  They  were  afraid  that,  after  the 
Ship  fhould  be  unloaded,  no  Scruple  would  be 
made  to  take  them  out  to  Sea  again  ;  and  for  that 
Reafon  they  refolved  not  to  permit  any  of  the 
Goods  to  be  carried  out.  This  Infurredfion  difcon» 
certed  us  not  a  little  -,  and  would  have  been  attend¬ 
ed  with  fatal  Confequences  ;  had  not  Mr.  J)e  la  Rs- 
gaudiere's  Prudence  and  Authority,  appeafed  it  on 
a  fudden.  In  the  mean  Time  the  Bales  were  lying 
on  Deck,  ready  to  be  put  into  Chineze  Boats,  which 
lay  round  the  Ship  ;  and  the  Ship’s  Crew  were 
quieted,  when  we  met  with  a  frefti  Difafter,  a  pro- 
digious  Shower  of  Rain  falling,  which  obliged  us 
to  put  all  the  Goods  back  again  into  the  Hold  ; 
for  as  we  had  not  yet  Time  to  build  a  Ware  ho  ufe, 
the  Goods  would  have  been  all  fpoiled  had  they 
been  landed. 

One  would  have  thought  that  Heaven  took  a 
Pleafure  in  exercifing  our  Patience,  as  it  thus  de¬ 
feated  all  our  Defigns  one  after  another.  Our  Peo¬ 
ple  went  and  took  a  view  of  the  Chineze  Barges,  to 
fee  whether  they  could  not  carry  a  few  Goods  to 
cTien-pay  -,  but  found  that  the  Scuttles  were  too  nar¬ 
row  for  Bales  of  European  Goods,  fo  that  we  were 
obliged  to  fend  back  thofe  Veftels  empty.  We 
then  kept  the  fmall  Fifhing-boats,  in  order  that 
thefe  might  carry  the  next  Day,  the  feveral  Bales 
fingly  to  Fan-ki-chan ,  where  that  very  Evening  our 
People  went  and  built  a  Shed,  for  fecuring  them  : 
but  in  the  Night  the  Fifhermen,  to  whom  great 

Store 
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Store  of  ProvifiOns  had  been  given,  calling  to 
mind  that  their  Families,  who  fubfift  entirely*  by 
Fifhing,  might  be  ftarved  in  their  Abfence,  went 
away,  and  never  came  back.  Thus  were  we  forced 
to  prepare  for  encountring^  in  this  Situation,  the 
fifth  Storm  with  which  we  had  been  threatned.  We 
indeed  were  under  terrible  Apprehenfions  on  that 
Account  ;  and  it  rofe  with  as  much  Fury  as  the  ford 
mer  one,  but.  Thanks  to  Providence,  it  was  of 
fhort  Duration  ^  and  here,  Heaiven  b b  praifed,  all 
our  Evils  ended. 

..All  we  now  wanted  was,  to  hear  from  Father 
Be  Fontamy ,  we  having  difpatclied  lèverai  MëiTen- 
gers  to  him  to  Cant  bn  and  fuanhay  ;  and  Meilleurs 
Bcdjet  and  Befnard ,  with  Mr.  Oury ,  our  lecond  Cap¬ 
tain*  were  let  out  thither,  to  inform  him  of  our 
Misfortunes  and  Wants:  During  this  the  Father 
Bimfelf  was  roving  from  lOand  to  Illand,  expofed 
to  the  greateft  Dangers,  and  extremely  uneafy,  as 
be  Mi  miffed  of  what  he  fought  \  and  could  not 
find  even  fo  much  as  the  Wrecks  of  the  Long-boat 
or  the  Can oo,f  which  we  had  quitted  near  Sanchan,, 
In  the  mean  Time  the  Hoopoo ,  or  Mandarin  of  the 
Cuftoms,  who  was  come  from  Canton  to  Fien-pay; 
as  his  Duty  required,  informed  us  that  Father  Pe~ 
If  on  the  Supérieur  of  our  Floufe  in  Canton ,  had  fet 
our,  by  Sea,  from  that  City,  at  the  fame  Time 
with  him,  in  order  to  take  in  Charge;  in  Father 
Be  Fontemy’s  Name,  of  the  Prefen ts  lent  to  the 
Emperor  ;  and  that  we,  during  this  Interval^  might 
fend  fome  Perfon  to  him,  to  treat  about  the  Gu- 
ftoms  of  the  Goods.  We  thought  it  furprifing  that 
People  who  came  to  perplex  us,  Ihould  find  us  out 
fboner  than  thofe  who  were  feeking  us,  in  ordef 
to  do  us  Service  L 

*  Methinks  there  was  nothing  very  furprifing  in  this?  Men 
teing  generally  more  Eagle-eyed  and  a&ive,  when  Interelf  is  the 
Spur,  tiran  wiren  Humanity  is  the  Motive. 

Ac 
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At  laid,  one  Sunday  Evening,  we  faw  two  Gailies 
fleering,  as  we  imagined,  towards  Tien-pay.  Pre- 
fently  after  we  perceived  that  they  were  making  up 
to  us,  when  taking  up  a  Telefcope,  we  fpied  a 
Flag  which  at  firft  feerhed  White,  but  afterwards 
appeared  Yellow  ;  and,  laitly,  we  could  perceive 
large  Cbineze  Characters  painted  on  it  ;  this  was  the 
Tagen.  A  Veffel  which  had  been  fent  out  upon 
the  Difcovery,  cried  aloud,  that  our  Directors  of 
Canton ,  with  Fathers  De  Fontaney  and  Peliffon ;  were 
on  Board.  Immediately  the  Soldiers  put  themfelves 
under  Arms,  and  prepared  to  lire  the  Cannon, 
We  were  overjoyed  at  the  Arrival  of  tjiefe  Friends, 
and  embraced  one  another  with  Joy,  They  had 
brought  us  Mails  and  Refrefhments.  But  now  the 
Chinefe  befought  us  not  to  let  the  Cannon  be  fired, 
till  they,  and  their  Gailies,  were  got  at  a  great  Di- 
ftance  from  us.  W e  refitted,  with  all  poiTible  BiF 
patch,  our  Ship  with  Mails,  in  order  that  fhe 
might  foon  get  into  Tien-pay .  The  Port  is  fpaci- 
bus,  but  we  met  every  where  with  Sands  *  which 
are  either  covered  or  bare  as  the  Tide  comes  in  or 
out-,  and  there  is  fcarce  Depth  of  Water  enough 
for  the  Chineze  Gailies.  There  is  only  a  pretty 
narrow  Bafon,  with  fix  or  feven  Fathom  Water; 
but  to  get  to  it,  we  muft  go  over,  as  I  obferved 
before*  a  Bar  which  has  but  three  Foot  Water. 
However,  we  came  near  it  at  the  New  Moon,  in 
Hopes  of  getting  over  it,  as  the  Tides  were  high  ; 
but  the  Wind  happened  to  be  contrary. 

The  Mandarins  of  Tien-pay  came  thither  in  or¬ 
der  to  vifit  Father  De  Fontaney.  They  were  treated 
with  the  greateft  Honours  and  Civilities  -,  and  in 
particular  with  the  firing  of  our  Guns  by  way  of 
Salute.  Grieved  that  it  was  not  poffible  for  us  to 
come  into  their  Port,  they  informed  us  of  another 
about  Twenty-five  Leagues  below  that  Place;  and 
the  Chineze  Pilots  being  ?  afked  feveral  Queftions 
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concerning  it,  anfwered  it  was  a  very  fine  One| 
upon  which  we  fent  one  of  our  Pilots  with  them,  in 
order  to  found  it.  Neverthelefs  we  returned  and 
cad  Anchor  at  Fan-ki-chan%  where  Father  Be  Fon- 
taney  caufed  the  Imperial  Prefen ts  to  be  carried  to 
j Tien-pay i  on  Board  a  Galley  which  he  had  brought 
from  Canton  for  that  Purpofe.  He  had  agreed 
with  the  Mandarins  that  they  fhould  be  conveyed  by 
Land  ;  the  Tjong-teo  having  even  requefted  this  as  a 
Favour,  and  offered  to  pay  all  Charges  on  that  Oc- 
cafion.  Orders  were  iffued  to  mend  the  High¬ 
ways  ;  and  to  get  ready  the  Cong-koen.9  or  Houfes  in 
which  the  Mandarins  lodge  whenever  they  travel. 
The  Hoopoo  knowing  that  Father  De  Fontaney  was 
in  Tien-pay ,  left  it  as  quick  as  poffible,  and  only 
fent  his  Officers  on  Board  the  Ampbitnte ,  to  fearcli 
it  ;  but  not  the  lead  Regard  was  paid  to  them.  Our 
People  were  proud  of  the  Prefents  they  carried  for 
the  Emperor;  and  did  not  doubt  but  that  they,  on 
this  Account,  would  be  exempted  from  all  Duties, 
and  freed  from  the  troublefome  rapacious  Floopoo. 

Whilft  the  Mandarins  were  giving  Orders  for 
covering  with  Straw-bands,  in  Fien-pay ,  the  Bales 
wherein  were  the  Prefents  defigned  for  the  Empe¬ 
ror  ;  fo  that  they  might  be  in  a  Condition  to  be  car¬ 
ried  without  damaging  by  Porters  on  Bamboo 
Poles;  Father  Be  Fmtaney  came  on  Board,  to  bid 
farewel  to  his  Friends,  and  take  me  with  him.  Fa¬ 
ther  Contancin  was  then  appointed  Chaplain  to  the 
Ship  ;  however,  he  and  I  had  feme  Con  ted,  con¬ 
cerning  which  of  us  fhould  continue  in  the  Ship; 
but  as  he  is  of  a  Frame  of  Mind,  not  to  yield  id 
any  Perfon  in  Suffering,  Father  De  Fontaney  ended 
the  Difpute  in  his  Favour.  5Twas  on  the  12th  of 
November  1701,  that  I  fird  fet  Foot  in  China ,  after 
eight  Months  failing  in  the  Manner  defcribed  above. 
Figure  to  yourfelf,  dear  Father,  the  Extafy  I  felt  to, 
find  myfelf  in  a  Country  which,  during  upwards  of 
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eight  Years,  I  had  longed  to  vifit.  I  did  not  re¬ 
gret  the  many  Difafters  I  had  met  with  in  the  Voy¬ 
age;  but  befought  the  Lord  to  continue  to  treat  me, 
as  he  has  done  in  every  Age,  his  Apoftles  and  the 
Preachers  of  his  Gofpel;  all  who  fet  up  his  Crofs 
ivith  mofl:  Chearfulnefs,  in  thole  Places  where  they 
met  with  the  greated:  Oppofitions  and  Sufferings. 

The  very  Day  I  came  to  Eieh-pay ,  it  was  neCeF 
fary  for  me  to  become  a  Chineze  in  every  Refpech 
Accordingly  Iadfumed  the  Name  and  Drefs  of  one  % 
the  Chineze  not  being  able  even  to  pronounce  the 
European  Names.  All  the  Mitfionaries  and  Mer¬ 
chants  are  even  obliged,  at  their  Arrival,  to  borrow 
the  Name  of  fome  Chineze  Family,  and  I  am  called 
Ean-chan-hien.  The  Ulages  and  Guftoms  of  this 
Empire  are  lo  different  from  ours,  that  an  European 
nuift  quite  new  mould  himfelf,  as  it  were,  in  order 
to  become  a  perfect  Chineze .  The  Mandarins  of 
Eien-pay  received  us  in  a  Cong-koen ,  where  we  were 
entertained,  that  very  Evening,  after  the  Chineze  1?  a- 
fhion.  The  Banquet  confifted  of  a  Profiifion  of 
Viands  and  Ragoos,  which  I  will  fuppofe  t0  he 
excellent;  however,  fuch  of  my  Countrymen  as 
were  the  Guefts  on  that  Occadon,  did  not  feem  very 
well  fatisfied  with  them  *.  Thofe  Perfons  who  feek 

nothing 

,  *  The  Chineze  not  only  eat  of  all  Sorts  of  Flefh,  Fith  and 
Fovvli  as  the  Europeans ,  büt  even  Ilorfe-Flefll  ;  and  will  not  fcru- 
pie  to  feed  upon  Dogs,  Cats,  Snakes,  Frogs,  Cfr  ;  but  their  uiaal 
Food  is  Rice  and  Garden-Stuff.  They  likewife  have  Broths  and 
Soops.  They  boil,  fry.  and  dry  their  Fifh  ;  .  and  ufe  neither 
Knife,  Fork,  Spoon,  or  Cloth  ;  but  employ  two  little  round  wood¬ 
en  Sticks,  and  with  thefe-they  take  up  their  Meat  very  dexteroutly 
They  fup  in  their  Broth, &c.  by  taking  up  the  Cup  to  their  Mouths» 
They  ufe  high  Chairs  and  Tables.  In  their  Entertainments 
every  Perfon  has  generally  a  little  Table  to  himfelf.  d  heir 
chief  Liquor  is  Tea.  Their  two  principal  ürong  Liquors  are, 
Hockfre'w$\ aid  to  be  made  of  Wheat  infufed  in  fcaiding  hot  Wa¬ 
ter  ;  and  Shamjhe^v,  a  Sp  rit  diftilled  from  Rice.  They  com- 
Üiofllÿ  eat  their  Meats  cold,  and  their  Liquors  hot.  A  whim- 
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nothing  but  Variety  in  Difhes,  might  here  gratify 
their  Palates  fufficiently,  there  being  upwards  of 
forty  different  Sorts.  Mr.  Be  la  Ri gaudier  e,  who 
came  and  condu&ed  us  thus  far,  was  defirous  of  re¬ 
galing  the  Mandarins  in  his  Turn,  after  the  Euro¬ 
pean  manner  ;  but  all  the  Bales  being  ready,  as  well  as 
the  Porters  and  Soldiers  who  were  to  effort  them, 
it  was  thought  proper  to  lofe  no  longer  Time. 

Accordingly  two  Mandarins  of  the  Efong-too 
came  next  Day  in  order  to  regulate  the  March,  and 
di  redt  the  Convoy  of  the  EmperoPs  Bales.  On 
every  one  of  the  Bales  was  fixed  a  little  Yellow  Stand¬ 
ard,  with  anlnffription  to  bid  the  People  reverence  it, 
as  they  paft  along.  The  Porters  were  obliged  to  give 
in  their  Names  in  Writing,  and  fome  Perfon  was 
ever  bound  for  them  *,  a  Soldier  always  walked  on 
one  Side,  and  the  Captain  was  to  be  anfwerable  for 

his 


ftcal  Circumftance  is,  a  Perfon  is  appointed  to  beat  Time,  that 
ail  may  handle  their  Sticks,  and  carry  the  Meat  to  their  Mouths 
together.  The  Entertainment  opens  with  drinking  of  Sham- 
Jhenu,  and  then  a  Difhof  Meat  is  ferved  up  to  every  Table. 
The  Signal  being  given,  the  two  Sticks  are  taken  up  and  flou*1 
rifhed,  then  they  ftrike  them  into  the  Difli  and  carry  a  piece  of 
Meat  to  their  Mouths,  all  of  them  moving  together,  which  is  rec¬ 
koned  very  polite  ;  as,  on  the  contrary,  the  being  before-hand, 
or  too  late  after  the  reft,  is  confidered  as  a  great  Incivility.  After 
eating  a  mouthful  or  two  of  every  Difli,  they  drink  or  rather 
ftp  a  little  Liquor  ;  there  being  fometimes  twenty  Diflies  ferved 
up.  No  Man  is  forced  to  drink  more  than  he  pleafes,  but  is 
obliged  to  make  all  the  Flouriflies  and  Paufes  with  the  reft  of 
the  Company.  They  often  fit  filent  at  Table  above  three 
Hours.  Next  they  rife  up,  take  a  little  Turn,  and  return  to  the 
Defert,  compofed  of  Sweetmeats,  &c.  which  they  drink  with 
their  Tea.  The  Chinese  frequently  invite  one  another  to.Feafts» 
on  which  Occafions  they  difcover  mutual  Teftimonies  of  Efteem  ; 
but  the  Ceremonies  are  fo  troublefome  on  this  Occaflon,  that 
they  canVfaii  of  being  a  great  Conllraint  to  an  European ,  They 
have  two  kinds  of  Feafts,  the  one  common,  at  which  there  are 
twelve  or  fixteen  Difhes  ;  the  other  extraordinary,  when  there 
are  Twenty-four  on  each  Table.  A  vaft  deal  of  Ceremony  is 
ftofed  by  the  Mafter,  at  the  placing  of  the  flrft  Gueft.  The 

Tables 
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fiis  Condüft.  Befides,  the  Mandarins  and  their  Of¬ 
ficers  formed  a  little  hying  Squadron,  and  took 
Care  not  to  let  the  Proceflion  go  out  of  the  High¬ 
way.  Whatever  belongs  to  the  Emperor  is  looked 
upon  as  mo  ft  facred  ;  and  even  the  leaft  Trifle  of 
his  is  treated  with  Reverence,  and  preferred  with 
Care.  I  admired  the  Order  in  our  March,  there 
being  four  hundred  Men  of  us,  including  the  Tagen 
and  his  Attendants,  Thefe  are  a  fort  of  Kettle- 
drummers,  Trumpeters,  Players  on  Cornets  or 
Shawms-,  Criers,  Umbrello-carriers,  and  Stan¬ 
dards  %  Lacquies  %  Officers,  whofe  Employment 
is  to  chaftife  the  Guilty,  &c.  The  Tagen  was 
carried  in  a  Palankin  or  Sedan  ;  we  march¬ 
ing  before  him,  in  Quality  of  his  Laoyas  *.  i  his 
was  the  manner  in  which  we  fet  out  from  'Tien-pafiy 
and  travelled  to  Canton » 

Tables  Hand  in  two  Lines  1  and  during  the  Entertainment,  à 
Play  is  adted,  between  the  two  Ranges  of  Tables.  Thefe  Feafts 
laft  about  four  or  ftve  Flours  ;  they  begin  always  near  the  Even¬ 
ing,  or  in  the  Night,  and  are  not  ended  till  Midnight,  when  the 
Company  feparates.  Such  Ladies  as  are  defirous  of  feeing  the 
Play,  are  placed  out  of  the  Hall,  oppofite  to  the  Comedians, 
where,  looking  through  a  Lattice  of  Bamboo,  and  a  kind  of 
Silk  Net,  they  fee  and  hear  every  Thing  that  paftes,  unper¬ 
ceived.  As  all  the  Guefts  are  obliged  to  take  of  every  Thing  ; 
and  as  a  great  deal  of  Ceremony  is  ufed  on  thefe  Occaftons,  it 
Confequently  mu  ft  be  very  troublefome  to  an  European ,  and 
efpecially  to  a  Frenchman,  there  being  no  Country,  (I  believe) 
where  fo  little  Ceremony  is  ufed  at  Table,  as  among  the  French  j) 
for  which  Reafon  I  am  not  furprized,  that  Father  ‘hachard 
fhould  be  tired  at  one  of  the  Chineze  Feafts.  As  the  Tartars  are 
not  fond  of  Ceremony,  they  have  wifely  retrenched  a  great 
many  of  thefe  Ceremonies.  At  the  Conclufton  of  thele  Ban¬ 
quets,  fuch  Servants  as  wait  on  their  Makers,  walk  before  their 
Chairs,  carrying  large  Lanthorns  made  of  oiled  Paper,  cm  which 
their  Maker’s  Quality,  and  fometimes  his  Name,  is  exprefted  hi 
large  Characters.  The  next  Morning,  every  one  of  the  Guefts 
fends  a  Letter  of  Thanks  for  the  fplendid  Entertainment. 

*  Fhefie  are  Chineze  Literati,  of  the  fir  ft  Order,  nubo  attend  on 
ïhe  Mandarins  in  certain  public  Solemnities, 

L  2  UgOlt 


148  TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits. 

Upon  our  Arrival  at  Yan-chuin-yen ,  which  is  à 
very  pretty  City,  we  imagined  it  was  emptied  of 
all  its  Inhabitants,  fuch  prodigious  Numbers  lined 
the  Way  on  each  Side.  The  People  feemed  in 
Raptures,  as  they  gazed  upon  us  ;  overjoyed,  in  all 
Probability,  at  their  feeing,  for  the  firft  Time,  an 
European  Yagen ,  and  Men  with  longer  Beards  than 
thofe  commonly  worn  in  China.  A  Circumflance, 
which  furprized  me,  was,  my  obferving  that  there 
was  not  even  the  leaft  Tumult  ;  but  the  deepeft  Si¬ 
lence  reigned  amidft  fuch  a  numberlefs  Multitude 
of  People  who  were  afifembled  ;  though  I  could  not 
perceive  that  there  was  one  civil  Officer  to  keep 
them  in  Order.  But  this  is  the  Effebt  of  the  Re- 
fefvednefs  and  Modefty  of  the  Chineze  Education  5 
not  to  mention,  as  I  obferved  before,  the  profound 
Awe  with  which  the  Sight  of  every  Thing  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Emperor  infpires  them.  The  Mandarin 
of  Yan-chuin-yen,  who,  the  Night  before,  had  fent 
a  Sapper  ready  prepared,  at  the  Diftance  of  more 
than  fix  Leagues  from  the  City  where  he  refided, 
paid  us  all  imaginable  Civilities  at  our  Arrival,  and 
loaded  us  with  Prefen  ts.  We  then  were  lodged  in 
a  magnificent  Cong-koen b  W e  palfed  three  Courts 
before  we  came  to  the  Apartment  of  the  Yagen  and 
the  Laoyas .  The  Site  of  thefe  Houfes  is  general¬ 
ly  almoft  South  ;  I  fay  almoft  *,  it  being  enabled  by 
the  Laws  of  the  Empire,  that  they  fhall  deviate  a 
little  from  that  Point  ;  the  Emperor’s  Palace  only 
being  allowed  to  face  that  Quarter  direbtly. 

From  Yan-chuin-yen  we  came  to  Ho-tcheu.  In  the 
way  we  were  greatly  furprized  to  meet  with  certain 
Rocks  of  a  vail  Height,  and  in  the  Form  of  a 
large  fquare  Tower,  Sanding  in  the  midft  of  a  very 
wide-extended  Plain.  A  Spectator  is  puzzled  to 
think  how  they  got  there  *,  unlefs  it  can  be 

*  Thefe  put  one  in  mind  of  the  famous  Stonehenge,  ?iot  far 
from  Salisbury . 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed  that  they  were  formerly  Mountains  ;  and 
that  the  Waters  from  Heaven  having  by  infenfible 
Degrees  funk  the  Earth,  round  thole  Bodies  of 
Rocks,  at  laft,  by  length  of  Time,  made  them 
emerge  as  it  were,  and  appear  above  Ground  in  the 
manner  they  do.  A  Circumflance  which  flrength- 
ens  this  Conjecture  is,  iome  of  thefe  Stones  towards 
the  Bottom  are  ftill  furrounded  with  Earth  to  a 
certain  Height. 

We  meet  in  this  Province  with  very  beautiful 
Marble,  which  is  employed  for  building  Bridges  ; 
and  for  filling  up  Holes,  without  which  the  Ways 
would  be  impaffable.  A  very  poor  Bonze  having 
not  long  fince  repaired  in  the  manner  I  am  fpeak- 
ing,  one  of  theie  Roads,  where  a  Rivulet  formed  an 
ugly  Bog  or  Mardi  \  the  Teftimony  he  gave  on  this 
Occafion  of  his  public  Spirit,  excited  the  Benevo^ 
lence  of  charitable  Perfons  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  he 
is  now  rich  enough  to  build  a  fine  Bridge,  and  a 
Bonze-houfe  dole  to  it.  Spying  at  a  Diftance  the 
huge  Pieces  of  Marble  he  had  got  together  in  this 
Valley,  I  imagined,  feeing  fuch  a  prodigious  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Materials,  that  he  intended  to  build  a  Pa¬ 
lace.  The  Marble  is  extremely  beautiful  ;  and 
fome  of  it,  which  is  thrown  down  in  the  Road,  is 
already  fmoothed  by  the  Feet  of  the  Paffengers. 

At  Ho-ichetu  the  little  Land  Army  which  efcort- 
ed  us,  was  now  changed  into  a  Fleet,  all  the  Bales 
being  put  on  Board  nine  Barks  or  Veffels.  Four 
others  were  given  us  -,  one  ftored  with  our  Provi- 
fions,  and  this  ferved  us  as  our  Kitchen  a  fécond  was 
for  the  Mafic,  and  the  Players  on  Inftruments -,  a 
third  for  the  Soldiers  who  ef  cor  ted  us  ;  and  a  fourth 


for  ourfelves.  All  along  the  River  at  a  League 
Diftance,  were  'Guard-houfes  ;  the  Soldiers  draw¬ 
ing  up  in  two  Lines  the  Inf  ant  they  faw  us,  tlio9 
at  ever  fo  great  a  Diftance  ,  and  fainting  us  with  a 
Volley  of  their  Small-Arms,  our  Flutes  giving '  the 

L  3  Signal, 
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Signal.  Their  manner  of  firing  on  this  Occafion.  is 
different  from  ours.  Inftead  of  taking  up.  their 
Mufkets  and  firing  into  the  Air,  or  from  them,  as  is 
the  Cuftom  with  us  ;  they  putthem*under  their  Anns, 
with  the  But-end  before,  and  then  fire  backwards. 
Thofe  who  pafs  by  Water,  in  Veffels,  go  a-lhore, 
and  take  up  their  Quarters  at  any  Place  where  they 
happen  to  be  when  Night  comes  upon  them.  The 
Soldiers  divide  themfelves  into  feveral  Bands  ;  keep 
lighted  Fires  all  Night,  and  make  fuch  a  horrid  Din 
as,  at  the  fame  Time  that  it  frights  away  Thieves, 
prevents  many  of  the  Travellers  from  fieeping. 

The  20th  of  November  we  arrived  in  Chao-kin ,  a 
great  Town  where  the  Tfong-too ,  who  is  Father  De 
Fontaney  s  good  Friend,  refides.  The  Port  is  very 
Ipacious,  and  here  three  Rivers,  or  great  Canals 
meet,  one  of  which  runs  towards  Ho-tcheu  ;  ano¬ 
ther  towards  Chanji\  and  the  third  runs  to  Canton  ; 
within  a  League  or  Choa-kin.  The  lafi:  mentioned 
Canal  is  hemmed  in  fo  much  between  Mountains, 
that  whenever  tne  Rains  fall,  Chao-kin  is  always 
overflowed.  In  March  lafi:,  the  River  overflowed 
to  forty  Foot  high;  and  we  faw  Houfes  on  the 
Key,  all  along  the  Shore,  the  Roofs  of  which 
had  been  carried  off  by  the  Flood.  As  the  Tfohg- 
too  had  defrayed  ail  the  Expences  of  our  Voyage, 
the  Mandarins  fubordinate  to  him,  fhewed  us °d\l 
imaginable  Civilities  during  his  Abfence,  agreeably 
to  the  Orders  ne  had  fent  them  for  that  Purpofë 
from  Canton ,  where  he  was  impatient  for  our  Arrival. 
Accordingly  they,  put  us  on  Board  a  large  Manda¬ 
rin  Veffel,  which  is  vafeiy  convenient  on  thefe  Occa- 
fions  ;  the  Persons  on  Board  fuch  Vefiels  being  bet¬ 
ter  accommodated  then  they  generally  are  in  our 
Houfes. 

^  ^  * om  Chao  kin  up  to  Canton ,  the  River  is  com- 
pleatly  lined  with  great  Villages,  which  lie  fo  thick 

tiiat  they  feeni  to  be  but  one  continued  down  ;  and 

"■  .  •  ■  ,  • 

tis 
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5tis  here,  that  an  European  begins  to  form  to  hitn- 
felf  an  Idea  of  the  Beauties  of  China.  To  the  left 
was  Kian-men ,  a  Village  famous  tor  its  Length,  it 
being  upwards  of  five  Leagues  long  ;  and  in  it  are 
near  two  hundred  fcjuare  Towers,  which  in  ài 
Time,  are  garrifoned  with  Soldiers  for  the  Defence 
of  the  Inhabitants.  We  pafs  one  End  of  the  v  fi¬ 
lage  of  Fo-chan ,  which,  though  not  fo  large  as  the 
other,  is  yet  faid  to  contain  a  Million  of^  Souls  . 
On  the  River  only  are  above  live  thoufand  \  effets, 
all  of  which  are  as  long  as  our  biggeft  Ships  ;  and 
every  Veflel  is  inhabited  by  a  whole  Family,  with 
not  only  the  Children,  but  the  Grand-Children.  I 
pmit  to  mention  a  numberlefs  Multitude  of  Fifhing- 
boats  and  Canoes,  employed  in  carrying  Ferions 
from  one  Shore  to  another  ;  there  being  no  ^ridges 
on  thefe  great  Rivers,  In  the  Fields,  on  little  Hil¬ 
locks  near  the  Villages,  are  a  vail  Numbet  o  ^  Sv.- 
pulchres,  in  the  Form  of  fo  _  many  Mounds  or 
Earth,  terminating  in  a  Point  witn  a  large  Urn  on 
the  Symmit.  I  am  of  Opinion  that  it  will,  not  e 
pofTible  for  many  Perfons  to  be  buried  in  this  man¬ 
ner;  otherwife,  as  much  room  will  be  wanting  to 
hold  the  dead,  as  to  lodge  the  living.  . 

In  fine,  the  25th  of  November  we  arrived  in  Can¬ 
ton.  This  is  not  a  City  but  a  World,  wheie  1  co¬ 
pie  of  all  Nations  are  feen.  Its  Situation  is  as  won¬ 
derful  ;  it  being  watered  >by  a  great  River,  whole 
Canals  flow  into  feveral  Provinces  ;  and  his  laid  to 
be  larger  than  Paris.  The  Houfes  oi  Canton  are 
not  magnificent  outwardly  ;  the  mod  fp!  etui  id  R- 
edifice  in  it  being  the  Church  which  Father  Fin  - 
cotti  the  Jefuit  built  there  two  or  three  Yeajs  iince. 
The  Heathens  complaining  of  this  to  the  Vicetoy, 
as  an  Infult  on  their  Houfes  and  Pagods ;  the  Vice¬ 
roy,  who  is  one  of  the  nioft  lagacious  ivIagifiiatwS 


^  The  Father  is  perhaps  mifaxen 
hi,  we  ajjured  me  otherwsije. 


hei 


•e. 


I 


though  feme  Perfons 

of 
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of  China,  fpoke  thus  ;  How  could  I  pretend  to  pull 
down ,  fz  Canton,  a  Church  dedicated  to  the  God 
of  Heaven  ;  fince  the  Emperor  is  building  one  fill  more 
magnificent ,  his  Honour ,  z/z  his  own  Palace  in  Pe¬ 
king?  And  indeed,  we  are  told  here,  that  this 
great  Prince  fhews  daily  more  and  more  Kindnefs 
to  the  Chrifiian  Religion.  He  had  given  the  Je» 
Lits,  before  he  fent  Father  He  Fontaney  into  France ,a 
large  Piece  of  Ground  in  his  Palace,  in  order  for 
them  to  build  a  Church  to  the  true  God  *,  and  has 
fince  favoured  them  with  Money  and  Marble  for 
that  Purpofe.  How  great  a  Confolation  would  it 
be,  fhould  this  Prince  himfelf  at  laft  acknowledge 
and  adore  him  in  Concert  with  us  1  This  Edifice  is 
built  in  the  European  Tafte  ;  and  Brother  He  Belle- 
ville,  a  Jefuit,  a  very  able  Architect,  had  the  Di¬ 
llon  of  the  whole.  Several  more  Chrifiian 
Churches  will  foon  be  raifed  in  thefe  Provinces  ;  and 
our  great  Monarch  will  be  the  Founder  of  them  all  5 
he  having  given  Father  He  Fontaney ,  in  this  laid 
Voyage,  Monies  fufficient  for  building  four  ;  and 
has  promifed  when  thefe  are  finifhed,  to  furnifh  the 
Sums  neceffary  for  raifing  others.  It  were  to  be 
wifhed  that  all  the  Princes  of  Chriftendom  would,  in 
Imitation  of  Lewis  XIV.  be  equally  pious,  in  thus 
building  Chrifiian  Churches  in  Heathen  Countries. 

With  regard  to  us,  we  fhall  take  the  utmoft  Pains 
and  Care  to  fill,  with  all  convenient  Speed,  Churches 
with  fervent  Chriftians.  I  know  not  yet  in  what 
Part  of  China  my  Million  may  be  fixed.  '  We  fhall 
fet  out,  three  Days  hence,  with  Father  He  Font  a- - 
ney,  who  intends  to  fettle  us  in  different  Places. 
Some  of  us  will  flop  in  thofe  Cities,  where  Houfes 
aie  already  allowed  us;  and  others  will  proceed  to 
Nankin ,  in  order  to  eftablifh  a  Seminary  there. 

I  hither  fuch  Miffionaries,as  come  from  Europe ,  will 
be  immediately  diipatchcd,  in  order  for  them  to 
learn  and  ftiidy  the  Chineze  Language  and  Books. 

Nine 
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Nine  of  us  with  Father  Be  Fontaney ,  came  as 
Miffionaries  into  China  -,  and  there  have  been  fince 
added  to  us,  Fathers  Hervieu ,  Noelas ,  Melon,  and 
Chomel ,  who  came  by  way  of  Father 

Fontaine  was  to  be  the  fifth,  and  I  had  agreed  to  meet 
him  in  Canton  but  finding  a  Miffion  in  Madurav 
he  preferred  it  to  that  of  China ,  as  having  lefs  Oc~ 
cafion  for  him.  As  foon  as  I  fhall  be  a  little  bet¬ 
ter  acquainted  with  the  Country,  you  fhall  have 
fome  Account  of  it.  Tis  enough  that  I  have  been 
able  to  give  you  a  Relation  of  my  Voyage.  I  have 
fent  the  prefent  Letter  by  an  Englijh  Ship,  the  Am* 
phitrite  not  being  able  to  fail  for  Europe  till  within 
a  Twelvemonth  ;  but  I  will  write  to  you  at  large,, 
as  foon  as  ihe  purpofes  to  return  thither.  I  recom¬ 
mend  myfelf  to  your  Prayers,  and  am  with  due 
Gratitude  and  Refpect, 

Honoured  Sir , 

Tours ,  &c. 

De  Tartre» 


Father  De  Chavagnac,  to  Father  Le 

Gobien. 


Reverend  Father , 


Cho-tcheu ,  Decemb.  30,  1701. 


YO  U  was  pleafed  to  defire  me,  at  my  leaving 
France ,  to  defcribe  the  Qualities  requifite  to  a 
Miffionary,  who  comes  into  the  Raft.  Poffibly  I 
may  one  Day  be  enabled  to  inform  you  more  accu¬ 
rately  than  I  can  do  at  prefent.  However,  having 
converfed,  during  my  three  Months  abode  in  thele 
Parts,  with  Miffionaries  of  various  Orders,  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  will  be  poffible  for  me  to  point  out  the  mod 
•  ■ ;  ‘  '  v  effential; 
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effential  Charablerifticks,  with  regard  to  the  Article 
In  Queflion. 

Firfti  Perlons  are  required,  who  have  formed  the 
flrongeft  Refolution  to  fuffer  all  Things  for  Chrift’s 
fake  ;  and  to  become  new  Men,  as  it  were,  not  on¬ 
ly  as  they  mult  change  their  Climate,  their  Drefs, 
and  their  Food  ;  but  (till  more,  as  they  muft  prac- 
tife  Manners,  the  very  reverie  of  thofe  of  our 
Countrymen  the  French.  That  Man  who  has  not 
this  Talent,  or  will' not  endeavour  to  acquire  it, 
fhould  lay  afide  all  Thoughts  of  coming  to  China . 
Thofe  alio  are  unfit  who  are  not  Mailers  of  their 
Temper  ;  tor  a  Man  of  a  hafty  Turn  would  fame- 
times  make  dreadful  Havock  here.  The  Genius  of 
the  Chineze  requires  Men  to  be  Mailers  of  their 
Pafilons  ;  and  efpecially  of  a  certain  turbulent  Acti¬ 
vity,  which  is  for  bearing  down  every  Thing.  A 
Chineze  has  not  Abilities  to  comprehend,  in  a 
Month,  what  a  Frenchman  can  inform  him  of  in  an 
Hour.  He  muft  bear  patiently  with  that  Indolence 
and  Slownefs  of  Apprehenfion  which  is  natural  to 
them  -,  muft  boldly  inculcate  the  Truths  of  Reli¬ 
gion  to  a  Nation,  who  (land  in  fear  of  no  one  but 
the  Emperor  -,  whofe  only  Thirft  is  that  of  Money, 
and  who  confequently  are  wholly  indifferent  with 
regard  to  all  Things  relating  to  Eternity.  Eirery 
Miffionafy  who  is  not  infpired  with  the  ft  ronge  ft 
Spirit  of  Patience  and  Moderation,  is  put  to  the 
moil  1  eve  re  Trial. 

The  Difficulty  of  the  Chineze  Language,  and  its 
Characters,  requires  alfo  a  Perfon  who  delights  in 
Study;  though  he  finds  nothing  pleafing  in  it,  ex¬ 
cept  the  Hopes  that  he  may  one  Day  employ  it  fuc- 
çefsfully  to  the  Glory  of  God;  As  he  always  has 
an  Opportunity  of  learning  fomething  on  thefe  Oc¬ 
casions,  he  confequently  may  fpend  a  great  Part  of 
his  Time  this  way  ;  and  he  muft  accuftom  himfelf 
perpetually  to  fhift  from  Action  to  Study,  and 

from 
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from  Study  to  his  Minifterial  Functions.  Farther, 
5tis  well  known  that  the  Gbineze  boaft  their  being 
The  molt  civilized,  and  rooft  accomplilhed  People 
upon  Earth  ;  but  an  European  can  fcarce  conceive 
how  difficult  it  is  for  a  Foreigner  to  acquire  the 
Chineze  Politenefs.  The  Ceremonial  of  this  Coun¬ 
try  is  furprifingly  fatiguing  to  a  Frenchman ,  it  be¬ 
ing  one  Bufinefs  to  acquire  the  Theory  of  it,  and 
another  to  put  it  in  Practice.  In  proportion  as 
a  Perfon  excels  in  the  European  Sciences,  the  more 
likely  it  is  for  him  to  ingratiate  himfclf  with  the 
Nation  in  Queftion  (particularly  with  their  great 
Men)  who  have  Foreigners  in  the  utmoft  Con¬ 
tempt,  Thus  you  perceive,  reverend  Father,  how 
abfolutely  neceffary  it  is  for  a  Perfon  ^  to  have  the 
ft  ronge  ft  Command  over  his  Pallions,  in  thefe  Mil¬ 
lions  more  than  in  any  other.  I  omit  to  mention 
the  Chriftian  and  Religious  Virtues  he  ought  to  pot 
jfefs  :  without  thefe  it  is  impoffible  for  any  Man,  either 
here  or  in  any  other  Country,  to  fave  his  own  Soul, 
or  jto  make  any  confiderable  Progrefs  in  the  Con- 
verfion  of  others—  *.  I  was  lately  told  by  two 

French - 


*  If  the  above-mentioned  Pifture  given  of  a  good  Jefuit-Mif- 
fionary,  was  juftly  drawn  from  all,  they  would  be  a  molt  valuable 
Sett  of  Men.  Here  follows  a  Contrail  to  it.  “  Don  Hernando 
“  Guerrero ,  Archbifhopof  Manila,  in  the  Philippine  Hands, 
“  having  affembled  the  Superiors  of  the  Religious  Houfes,  and 
is  fuch  learned  Perfons  as  were  in  the  greateft  Efteem  in  the 
<£  Archiepifcopal  City,  in  order  to  confult  them  concerning  a 
“  Point  which  troubled  his  Confidence,  <viz,  the  Jefuits  or  that 
“  Country  preaching  and  confeffmg  without  leave  from  the  Or- 
«*  dinary  ;  the  Refolutionof  that  Affembly,  which  was  held  fe- 
“  veral  Times  on  this  Account,  was,  that  it  was  incumbent  on 
“  the  Archbilhop  to  ask  the  Jefuits  by  what  Authority  they  ex- 

“  ercifed  thefe  Fun&ions.  Accordingly  he  put  this  Queftion  to 
il  them,  but  the  only  Anfwer  he  ccu!d  get  was,  that  they  had  a 
“  a  Privilege  for  fo  doing  ;  which  not  contenting  the  Arch- 
*s  bifhop,  he  required  them  to  fhew,  according  to  Law,  by  what 
V  Authority  they  had  exercifed  fuch  a  Jurifdidaon  ^  and  imifted 
that  they  Ihould  produce  their  Privileges.  However  the  Je- 

“  Cults 
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Frenchmen  who  came  from  Peking ,  that  the  jefuits. 
Church  there  is  ahnoft  hnifhed.  5Tis  one  of  the  fi¬ 
ned  Edifices  in  that  great  City.  The  Cenfors  of  the 
Empire  (by  which  Name  we  call  them,as  their  Em¬ 
ployment  very  much  rdfembles  that  of  the  Cenfors  of 
antient  Rome)  feeing  it  fo  tar  advanced,  reprefented 
to  the  Monarch  that  it  was  contrary  to  their  Laws. 
''Fis  I  who  am  in  the  wrong,  replied  he  ;  the  Father $ 
having  built  it  in  this  manner  by  my  Command.  The 
Cenfors  infilling  that  the  Emperor  ought  to  fend 

and 

-  •  4 

fuits  fo  far  from  doing  this,  appointed,  as  Çonfervator  a 
Canon  of  the  Church  of  Manila ,  the  Archbifhop’s  Enemy  , 

1  he  Confervator  proceeded  again!!  the  Archbifhop,  fupported 
,  by  the  Authority  of  the  Governor,  who  was  exafperated  a- 
**  the  Prelate,  becaufe  he  had  refuted  the  Jefuits  a  Houfc, 

and  a  Garden  a  little  out  cf  Town,  belonging  to  the  Archi- 
.  epifcopal  bee.  As  this  Houfe  would  have  been  very  comme- 
dious  for  the  fathers,  and  the  Governor  was  their  great 
“  Friend,  one  of  their  Body  being  his  Corifeffor,  they  met  all. 

together,  and  formed  a  Refolution  to  remove  the  Prelate.’ 
44  The  Governor  being  firmly  determined  to  put  his  Defign  in 
Execution,  went  and  prehded  in  the  Audience,  in  which  there 
44  was  but  one  Counfellor,  who  was  found  dead  next  Morning. 

44  The  Archbifhop  defired  to  be  heard  in  due  Form  of  Law  ; 

“  but  iniiead  of  hearing  him,  the  Governor,  who  was  animated 
by  the  Jefuits,  refolved,  by  their  Advice,  in  Handy  to  banifh 
**  the  Prelate.  The  feveral  Religious  Communities,  being  told 
44  that  the  Officers  of  Juftice  were  going  to  the  Archiepifcopal  Pa- 
s.‘  lace,  waited  upon  their  Prelate  ;  when  all  taking  Wax-Ta- 
44  pers  in  their  Hands,  they  advifed  him  to  clothe  himfelf  in  his 
**  Pontifical  Vellments  ;  to  Hay  in  his  Chapel;  and  to  keep  the 
Ho  ft  always  in  his  Hand,  as  a  Shield  againft  the  Tyranny  of 
44  the  Governor,  and  the  Violence  of  the  Jefuits.  The  Gover- 
44  nor,  who  knew  all  that  palled,  immediately  commanded  a 
44  Body  of  Soldiers  to  march  with  their  Match  lighted,  and 
44  their  Muskets  ready  to  fire,  and  drive  all  the  Friars  out  of  the 
Gi  Chapel,  leaving  only  the  Archbifhop  there.  But  the  Piovin- 
“  cials,  the  Commiftaries,  the  Priors  and  Guardians,  1011100* 
f<  thofe  Soldiers  that  they  were  affembled  there,  in  orcer  to 

*  Confervator,  is  a  Perfôn  appointed  to  preftrve  the  Privi- 
leges  granted  to  certain  Bodies  ?  or  to  whom  a  Com  mi  ikon  is  de¬ 
legated,  appointing  him  to  fettle  their  Differences. 


neiate 
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and  contradict  this  Order*  and  caufe  the  Church  to 
be  pulled  down  ,  TFhat  would  you  have  we  do  ?  ie*® 
plied  the  Prince  ?  I  daily  receive  moft  confiderable  Ser¬ 
vices  from  thefe  Foreigners  :  and  I  don* t  know  in  what 
manner  to  reward  them .  Fhey  refufe  Employments  cy 
every  kind ,  and  will  not  accept  of  Money. .  They  are 
aff tided  with  nothing  but  what  relates  to  their  Religion  ; 
■and  as  this  is  the  only  Article  in  which  I  have  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  doing  them  Service  ^  I  will  hear  no  more  of 
ibis  Matter . 

We 


nerafe  the  Bleffed  Sacrament;  the  Governor  again  commanded 
the  Soldiers*  .upon  pain  of  Death,  to  obey  his  Orders,  and 
“  dracr  them  out  of  the  Chapel.  The  Soldiers  complied  and 
<c  forced  out  all  the  Friars  ;  but  as  feme  of  the  oldeit  and  mo  ft 
venerable  among  them,  covered  themfelves  with  the  Pontin- 
cal  Veftments,  in  Hopes  of  being  fecured  from  this  Outrage; 

“  the  Soldiers  did  not  pay  the  leaf!  Regard  to  their  Habit  ;  but 
-««  dragging  fuch  Religious  as  had  laid  faft  hold  of  them,  they 
€i  drew  alio  the  Archbilhop,  who  at  laft  fe.l  down,  fiill  keeping 
<«  faft  hold  of  the  Pyx,  and  was  even  wounded  in^the  b  ace  by  it. 

<£  Thus  the  Prelate  was  bereaved  of  all  his  Friends  ;  and  there 
“  were  left  round  him  fifty  Soldiers,  who  were  ordered  to  feize 
4«  him,  the  Inftant  the  Hoft  fhould  be  out  of  his  Plands  *.  In 
“  the  mean  Time  one  of  the  Soldiers  feeing  the  violent  Lengths 
<*  they  were  ordered  to  go,  and  knowing  that  he  would  be  lhot 
«<  in  Cafe  he  refufed  to  obey  the  Governor’s  Orders,  drew  his 
“  Sword  and  fell  upon  it,  faying,  that  he  chofe  rather  to  lay 
“  violent  Hands  upon  himfelf,  than  participate  with  Cbrifiians 
“  in  fuch  Outrages. 

“  The  Prelate  being  kept  fo  long  Handing,  in  his  Pontifical 
<<  Veftmert  »  grew  at  laft  fo  weak,  by  Realon  of  his  great  Age 
«  and  Infirmities,  that  yielding  now  to  Neceflity,  as  well  as  td> 

“  the  Advice  of  the  molt  (age  Friars,  who  obferved  that  it 
*£  would  be  finful  in  him  to  die  in  that  manner,  he  fet  down 
<£  the  Hoft  ;  when  immediately  the  Serjeant  Major,  at  the  head 
<£  of  the  Soldiers,  thrufting  him  into  a  Coach,  drove  out  of  the 
<£  City,  and  then  put  him  into  a  pitiful  fmall  V  efiel,  unprovided 
“  with’all  Things  ;  and  without  permitting  any  good  ChrijUany 
*(  to  carry  him  the  huit  Suftenance,  or  lo  much  as  one  of  his  ^ 

*  How  ridiculous  was  it  for  theft  Soldiers,  to  imagine  there 
was  lefs  Guilt  in  injuring  the  Prelate,  when  the  Pyx  was  in  his 
Hand,  than  when  he  had  hid  it  down. 

£<  Servants 
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We  are  now  labouring  at  the  Converfion  of  â  Tar¬ 
tarian  Officer,  who  was  prevailed  upon  by  an  Acci¬ 
dent  which  reftebls  great  Honour  on  the  Chriftian 
Religion,  to  get  himfelf  in  ft  rubied  in  the  Law  of 
Ghrift.  He  was  going  on  Horfeback  to  Peking , 
when  happening  to  let  fall  his  Purfe,  a  poor  Cbrif- 
Pian  Artificer  who  law  it  fall,  took  it  up  ahd  ran 
alter  him,  in  order  to  reftore  it.  The  Officer  fur- 
veyed  the  poor  Man  with  an  Air  of  Contempt; 
and  not  knowing  his  Buiinefs,  fpurred  his  Horfe  ; 
notwithftanding  which  the  Chriftian  would  not  go 
away,  but  followed  him  quite  Home.  There  the 


“  fe[vants  t0  accornpany  him.  So  that  now,  having  only  five 
Soldiers  to  guard  him,  he  was  carried  into  a  Defert  Hand, 

“  :rhere  there  wa.s  not  io  much  as  the  leaft  Hut  to  lheîterhim.  * 
e  a^.  *nis  Time,  the  -Divine  Office  was  fufpended  in  every 

Hrt  City,  all  the  Friars  having  forbid  it  in  the  molt 

ioiemn  Manner,  and  obferved  the  Prohibition  with  due  Re- 
“  TeV  none  but  the  Jefuits  kept  their  Churches  open,  and  in 
t-  taefe  they,  preached,  confeffed,  and  faid  Mafs  ;  and  even  fo- 
‘  lemnized  it  in  the  Governor’s  Houfe,  to  whom  they  admini- 

*  fired  the  Sacraments. 

c  <£  ^  Archbifhop  being  thus  removed  from  his  Diocefe,  ano- 
t(  £Jier  was  appointed  by  Order  of  the  Confervator  and  the  Je- 
3 aits,  till  the  Prelate  was  reliored,  which  happened  not  till 

*  they  haa  ieized  all  his  Poffeffions,  and  fold  them  publickly  by 
Audion  ;  and  even  his  Croher,  to  fatisfy  various  pecuniary 
Mulds,  which  they  had  fentenced  him  to  pay.  The  Inha¬ 
bitants  being  extremely  defi rolls  of  having  him  recalled  he 

“  n  hd  returned,  but  not  till  after  the  Jefuits  had  cot  every 
“  Thing  they  wanted.  J 

“  The  Archbifhop  being  reilored,  Pent  two  Friars,  the  one  to 
“  Rome  and  the  other  to  Madrid ,  to  inform  the  Pope  and  the 
king  of  Spain,  of  the  barbarous  Treatment  he  had  met  with. 
e  ^  arrived  in  both  tnefe  Capitals,  after  paffing  through  the 
Straits  of  Magellan ,  in  a  Ship  belonging  to  Proteiiants,' 
which  the  Merchants  of  Jdlanilu  had  hired,  and  fitted  out  at 
“  their  Expence,  merely  from  the  Love  they  bore  their  Pallor. 

“  Some  Time  after  this,  the  Serjeant-Major,  who  had  feized 
the  Archbifhop,  paffing  through  the  Streets  in  a  Chair  becaufe 
oi  his  great  Age,  the  Populace  fell  upon,  and  beat  him  to 

“  {ach  a  Degree  that  he  died.”  La  morale  gratiaue  des  jefuits, 
pag.  226.  &  feq„  ‘  J 
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exafperated  ‘Tartar  firft  gave  him  foul  Language, 
and  afked  him  what  he  wanted  ;  to  which  the 
Chriftian  replied.  My  only  Bufmefs  is  to  return  you 
your  Purfe.  This  furprized  the  Tartar,  who  then, 
changing  his  Note,  enquired  how  he  came  to  re¬ 
turn  him  his  Money,  contrary  to  the  Cuftoms  of  the 
Empire,  which  permit  every  Man  to  keep  what- 
foever  he  finds.  To  this  the  Artificer  replied,  I  am 
a  Chriftian,  and  am  enjoyned  to  do  as  I  have  now  done, 
by  the  Pre-ceps  of  the  Religion  I  profefs.  This  An- 
fwer  raifed  the  '  Officer’s  Curiofity,  who  thereupon 
was  defirous  of-  knowing  what  this  Religion  was. 
Accordingly  he  vifited  our  kathers ,  lilteneo  to 
them  -,  and  feemed  to  entertain  ^  the  ^  higheft 
Efteem  for  the  feveral  Particulars  they  told  him, 
concerning  the  Mvfteries  and  Maxims  of  the  Chrif¬ 
tian  Law.&  We  hope  Grace  will  compleat  what  has 

been  fo  happily  begun  in  him  *. 

Father  Qaftner ,  a  Bavarian  Jefuit,  was  10  good  as 
to  take  me  to  his  Million,  fituated  five  Leagues  from 
Canton,  5Tis  in  Fochan ,  a  Town  larger  than  Paris , 
and  computed  to  contain  nine  hundred  thoufand  In¬ 
habitants.  I  myfelf  vvTas  an  Eye-witnefs  as  to  its  Di~ 
menfions  ;  but  with  regard  to  the  Number  of  the 
Inhabitants,  I  fpeak  this  on  the  Teftimony  ot  all 
our  Miftionaries  in  Canton.  I  faw,  in  Fochan ,  a 
very  fine  Church,  about  the  fame  Bigneis,  and. 
built  in  much  the  fame  Tafte,  with  that  of  our 
Noviciat e  in  Paris . 

I  am,  &c. 

De  Chavagnac. 

*  I  need  cbferve  but  to  few  of  my  Readers,  thatthefe  Conver- 
f  Ons,faid  to  Le  made  by  the  Jefuits.are  very  much  to  be  fuff  efted. 


Father 
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Father  Tachard,  Super  tour-  General  of  the 
French  Miffionary-fejuits,  in  the  Eaft-Indies, 
to  Father  De  la  Chaize. 


.  Pondicherry ,  February  16.  1702. 

Moft  Reverend  Father % 

I  HAD  the  Honour  of  informing  you,  front 
Cape  Re}  dj  of  wnat  had  befallen  us  fince  our 
leaving  Pert-Lewis ,  and  fhall  now  continue,  as  I 
promifed,  to  accjuaint  you  with  the  Particulars  of 
our  "Voyage.  From  Cape  Verd  we  met  with  nothing 
remarkable,  till  our  Arrival  at  the  lOand  of  An- 
jouan  *,  fi mated  to  the  North  of  the  great  Iflarid  of 
Madagafcar .  The  Inhabitants  of  Anjouan ,  who 
come  from  Arabia  f,  call  their  Hand  Zoani,  of 
which  the  Europeans ,  by  adding  the  Particle  an ; 
(this  being  an  Article  of  the  Language  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple  in  Queftion)  have  formed  the  Name  Anjouan ’ 
As  Hurricanes  generally  break  out  in  Auguji  and 
September ,  on  the  Co  a  (Is  of  ïndojian ,  3  tis  dangerous 
for  the  Europeans  to  arrive  in  India  before  the  iotll 
of  October,  Having  therefore  performed  our 
Voyage  in  a  much  fhorter  Time  than  could  havi 

.  *  0ns  CUrious  Circumft2Ii-e  in  the  Voyages  of  thefe  Tefuits, 
is  their  fometimes  touching  at  little  Iflands,  not  fpeciiiedin  Mott's 
Maps,  nor  mentioned  in  any  Travels  I  have  met  with.  This 
Ifland  of  Anjouan  may  be  one  of  them,  if  it  be  not  that  called 
Johanna.  This  D  Terence  in  the  Orthography  of  Names, 
makes  a  great  Confufion  in  Geography  ;  and  there  is  no  Natiod 
that  contributes  more  to  this  Confufion  than  the  French. 

f  Arabia  being  at  fo  great  a  Diflan  ce  from  this  Ifland,  many 
1  ei  ;ons  may  doubt  whether  the  Anjouans  came  originally  from 
thence;  but  as  the  moft  Northern  Point  of  Madagafcar  is  equal¬ 
ly  far  from  Arabia  ;  as  many  People  of  Madagafcar  fpeak  Ara¬ 
bic  ^  and  are  a  Sort  of  Makommedans  ;  for  which  Reafon  their 
Anct  ftors  are  fuppofed  to  come  originally  from  Arabia  ;  it  alfa 

may  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Anjouans  came  -likewife  from  the  laft 
mentioned  Country. 
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been  expected,  we  were  forced  to  make  a  conk- 
derable  Stay  in  the  Ifiand  of  Anjouan  ;  and  dill 
longer  in  21  and  22  Degrees  of  North  Latitude, 
where  we  plyed  to  Windward  during  a  Month, 
waiting  the  Seafon  for  calling  Anchor  in  the  Road 
of  Sural, 

The  Stay  we  made  at  Anjouan ,  gave  us  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  fixing,  by .  repeated  Obfervations,  its 
true  Latitude.  That  of  the  mod  Northern  Fart  of 
the  Wand,  where  we  were  on  the  Sea- Goad,  is 
Eleven  Degrees,  Fifty  Minutes  j  fo  that  the  middle 
of  the  Ifiand  is  in  Twelve  Degrees  South  Latitude. 
This  Obfervation  which  I  made  with  a  Quadrant, 
of  a  Foot  Radius,  is  the  more  necedary,  becaufe 
not  long  fince  an  Englijh  Ship,  for  want  of  know¬ 
ing  the  Latitude  of  Anjouan ,  had  been  Shipwrecked 
at  Mayote ,  an  Ifiand  fituated  towards  the  Souths 
and  upwards  of  14  or  15  Leagues  from  Anjouan . 
About  feven  Years  fince  the  fame  Misfortune  would 
have  befallen  one  of  the  King’s  Ships,  (of  fixty 
Guns)  had  not  the  Captain,  by  his  good  Condudk, 
got  her  off.  The  Ship’s  Company  were  in  the 
greated  Danger,  and  faw  the  Rocks  under  the 
Ship,  which  otherwife  would  have  been  dafhed  to 
Pieces,  becaufe  the  Currents  drew  her  towards  the 
Land,.  This  Error  was  owing  to  the  Pilot’s  mida- 
king  (occafioned  by  bad  Charts)  Mayote  îoxMoali 9 
though  the  lad  mentioned  Ifiand  lies  about  Thirty 
Minutes,  or  ten  Sea  Leagues,  more  to  the  North 
than  that  of  Mayote. 

The  4th  of  Auguft^ about  Eleven  in  the  Morning, 
there  was  an  almoft  total  Eclipfe  of  the  Sun.  Ifhallnot 
fend  you  the  Scheme  of  that  Eclipfe,  all  my  Papers 
being  ilill  at  Manapar ,  towards  Cape  Comer  hi  ;  but 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  tranfmit  it  to  you  next  Yean 
This  Scheme  is  of  a  fingular  kind,  its  fhowing,  by 
a  Method  which  I  believe  has  not  yet  been  prac 
tiled,  the  Magnitude  and  Duration  of  that  folar 
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Eclipfe  ;  and  the  feveral  Places  cm  the  Earth  where 
it  was  vifible. 

The  falubrious  Air  of  the  Eland  of  Anjouan ,  and 
the  abundant  Refrefhments  which  are  met  with  in 
it,  recovered  our  Tick  Men,  almoft  as  foon  as  the/ 
were  put  afhore.  But  a  great  many  of  thofe  who 
enjoyed  the  one  ft  Health  fell  fick,  fome  for  having 
drunk  to  Excels  of  the  Liquors  of  that  Country, 
which  are  exceedingly  ft  r  on  g 4,  others,  for  eating 
too  greedily  of  cooling  Fruits,  and  drinking  immo¬ 
derately  of  the  Water  which  runs  from  the  Rocks. 
They  were  feized  with  a  malignant  Fever,  together 
with  a  Purging  and  Vomiting,  and  were  light¬ 
headed.  Being  afraid  of  thefe  Diftempers,  as  they 
afterwards  might  grow  infectious,  we  left  this  agree¬ 
able  and  fruitful  Eland  much  fooner  than  otherwife 
we  fthould  have  done.  We  weighed  Anchor  the 
14th  of  Auguft  with  a  favourable  Wind,  which 
however  was  not  lafting  ;  for  fcarce  had  we  made 
feven  or  eight  Leagues  but  we  were  becalmed.  The 
Currents  carried  us  towards  the  Eland  of  Moali 
and  forced  us  to  fteer  to  the  Weft  of  Comora  or  An- 
gofta  ~f,  the  largeft  belonging  to  that  little  Archi - 
•pel ago. 

This  happened  very  providentially  for  two  poor 
Englijhmen ,  who  had  lived  two  Years  in  this 
Eland,  quite  deftitute  of  all  Things,  and  expofed 
to  the  Infults  and  Cruelty  of  a  barbarous"  Nation. 
We  had  fent  our  Long-boat  to  fetch  fome  thing  we 
wanted.  We  then  lay  by,  and  waited  two  or  three 
Hours  for  her.  Upon  her  returning,  we  weiv  greatly 
furprized  to  fee  two  Men  in  her,  ftark-nakec,  with 
the  Air  of  Skeletons,  and  in  a  dying  Condition. 

Poflibly  this  may  be  the  I  (land  called  Mobile? ,  in  Moll's 
Maps,  one  of  the  Comora  lilands  to  the  North  vveit  of  Ma  da* 
gafcar. 

•f  1  fuppofe  this  ts  the  I  Hand  called  Angame'cha,  or  Comora,  in 
Moll's  Maps,  to  the  Nortnwelt  of  Madagascar, 

The 
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The  one  was  about  Thirty,  and  the  other  Teemed 
to  be  not  above  Twenty.  Upon  examining  them, 
we  found  they  had  buffered  Shipwreck  at  the  Ifland 
of  Mayote  abovementioned.  The  former  had  belong¬ 
ed  to  a  large  Ship  of  the  Englijh  Eaft- India  Company, 
which  was  loft  about  three  Years  before  *  and  the 
latter  came  from  Bofton  ir  New-England ,  where  he 
had  embarked  with  Tome  Englijh  Privateers.  Thefe 
two  Ships  had  been  cad  away,  occafioned  by  the 
Pilots  mi  flaking  the  ifland  of  Mayote  for  that  of 
Moali .  Such  of  the  Paffengers  and  of  the  Ship's 
Crew  as  efcaped  to  Shore,  were  treated  kindly  by 
the  Inhabitants,  fo  long  as  the  great  Numbers  of 
them  made  them  formidable  :  but  various  Difeafes 
breaking  out,  fome  arifing  from  the  noxious  Quality 
of  the  Air,  or  the  Exceffes  which  thefe  Englijhmen 
gave  into  •  and  others  from  Melancholy,  they  were 
reduced  to  about  fifteen  or  fixteen  Perfons,  when 
the  j Barbarians,  being  no  longer  afraid,  fought  for 
Opportunities  to  murther  them,  and  feize  their  Ef- 
jj  fedts. 

Among  thefe  unhappy  Perfons  were  feven  French¬ 
men  and  three  Germans  ;  the  reft  being  EngliJJo  and 
Dutch.  As  their  Number  decreafed  daily,  and 
they  faw  one  another  perifh  for  Want,  they  re» 
folved  to  leave  the  Ifland,  by  fome  Method  or  o- 
ther  ;  they  not  having  the  leaft  Grounds  to  hope 
that  any  European  Ship  could  ever  take  them  from 
it,  fince  the  Port  was  inacceffible  even  to  Ships  of  a 
moderate  Burthen.  In  this  Refolntion  they,  with 
the  Wrecks  of  their  Ships,  built  a  kind  of  Long» 
boat  large  enough  to  carry  their  Perfons,  and  lèverai 
eonfiderable  Sums  of  Money  they  had  left.  They 
were  to  have  failed  the  next  Day,  when  the  King 
bf  the  Country,  entertaining  fome  Sufpicion  of 
what  was  doing,  lent  for  their  Boat,  declaring  that 
he  had  a  very  great  Fancy  for  her  ;  which,  however, 
Was  Only  a  Pretence  to  flop  them  and  feize  their 
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Money.  The  Europeans  who  were  then  affembled  In 
a  Hut,  on  the  Sea-fide,  held  a  Council  -,  and  were 
unanimouQy  of  Opinion,  that  they  fhould  refufe  the 
King  of  Mayote’s  Demands  in  the  civilelt  Manner 
they  could.  They  were  fenfible  that,  after  this, 
all  Endeavours  poffible  would  be  ufed  to  deftroy 
them  ;  and  confequently  that  it  would  be  neceffary 
for  them  to  ftand  more  than  ever  upon  their  Guard  ; 
but  the  Barbarians ,  obferving  their  Powder  was 
fpent,  (as  they  went  no  longer  a  hunting)  furround- 
ed  them  in  great  Numbers,  and  attacked  them  within 
their  Hut,  where  the  Europeans  defended  themfelves 
-a  long  Time.  As  this  Hut  was  furrounded  only 
with  large  Mats,  and  covered  with  nothing  but  Straw 
and  Barks  of  Trees,  the  Barbarians  eafily  fet  fire  to 
it,  and  burnt  mod  of  thole  unhappy  Wretches.  Such 
of  them  as  efcaped  half-roafted  were  equally  unfor¬ 
tunate  with  their  Companions,  they  being  cruelly 
butchered.  Thus,  of  all  this  Company,  only  three 
Englijhmen  furvived,  who  hid  themfelves  till  the 
Fury  of  the  Slaughter  was  over.  Their  Enemies 
took  Pity  on  them,  and  gave  them  a  little  Canoo 
with  four  Men,  who  conveyed  them  to  Angajia . 

Thefe  unfortunate  Perfons  were  gracioufly  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  King  of  the  JVeftern  Part  of  the  Ifland, 
where  they  landed.  He  firil  entertained  them  at  his 
own  Expence  ;  but  foon  growing  weary  of  this  Hob 
•pitality,  he  left  them  to  provide  for  themfel  ves  as  they 
could.  During  a  Year  and  a  half  they  fubfifted  upon 
the  Fruit  of  the  Cocao,  and  the  Milk  of  Cows  they 
met  with  ftraggling  ^  after  which,  one  of  them  being 
unable  to  live  any  longer  in  that  manner,  fell  fick 
and  died.  His  two  Companions  were  preparing  to 
lay  him  in  the  Ground  ;  when  the  Inhabitants  of 
Angafia ,  as  though  their  Land  would  have  been  pro¬ 
faned  by  the  Bones  of  an  European ,  refuted  them 
Burial,  and  obliged  them  to  throw  the  Body  into  the 
Sea*  Such  are  the  Particulars  we  heard  concerning 
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thefe  two  Englifhmen ,  who  told  their  Story  to  the 
Officers  of  our  Ship.  They  were  {landing  on  the 
Shore  of  the  I  (land  of  Angafia ,  when  our  Long» 
boat  arrived  there  ;  and  they  did  not  offer  to  fpeak 
a  Word  till  they  faw  it  put  off  from  Shore.  They 
then  plunged  into  the  Sea,  when  fwimming  with 
all  their  might,  and  calling  aloud  to  our  People  to 
ftay,  they  at  laft  got  into  the  Boat.  They  then 
were  carried  on  Board  our  Ship,  where  every  one  be¬ 
ing  moved  to  pity  at  their  paft  Sufferings,  and  their 
prefen t  fad  Condition,  all  imaginable  Care  was  taken 
to  relieve  them,  and  to  give  them  Food  and  Cloaths. 
Upon  our  Arrival  in  Sur  at ,  the  oldeft  of  the  two 
retired  among  the  Englijh  ;  and  the  other,  telling  us 
that  his  Father  was  a  Dutchman ,  though  fettled  in 
Bofton ,  took  up  his  Quarters  among  the  Dutch . 

During  our  Courfe  from  Angafia  to  Surat ,  many 
of  our  People  fell  lick,  who  had  all  the  Affiftance 
they  wanted.  Father  Petit  my  Companion,  attend¬ 
ing  affiduoufiy  upon  them,  and  endeavouring  to'jnfpire 
them  with  Sentiments  fui  table  to  their  feveral  Con¬ 
ditions,  was  himfelf  foon  after  feized  with  a  Fever 
of  a  very  malignant  Nature.  On  this  Occaffon  I  was 
no  lefs  edified  by  the  Patience  and  Refignation  he 
difcovered  during  hisSicknefs,  than  by  the  Courage 
and  Love  hefhewed  whilft  he  vifited  fuch  as  wanted 
his  Help.  If  we  except  thefe  laft  Sickneffes,  which 
took  off  feven  or  eight  of  our  Ship’s  Company,  we 
had  the  bappieft  and  fmootheft  Paffage,  in  every 
Refpedl,  I  ever  heard  of.  There  was  nçt  fo  much 
as  the  leaft  Storm,  nor  were  we  once  becalmed  5 
and  fo  perfedf  a  Harmony  fubfifted  always  between, 
the  Officers  and  Paffengers,  that  ftwas  with  real 
Grief  they  feparated.  The  fir  ft  who  left  us  were 
two  young  Capuchins ,  whofe  Sweetnefsof  Temper, 
Civility  and  Piety  were  of  the  higheft  Advantage  to 
us  during  the  whole  Voyage.  There  alfo  were  two 
bare-footed  Carmelites %  Flemings ,  patronized  by  the 
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Nuncio,  a  Favour  they  juftly  deferved,  they  being 
Perfons  of  the  greateft  Wifdom  and  Modefty  and 
indulging  us,  in  a  particular  manner,  the  ftrongeft 
Marks  of  their  Confidence  and  Friendfhip. 

The  Commotions  which  broke  out  at  Surat  would 
not  permit  us  to  flay  long  there.  The  English  Pri¬ 
vateers  who  had  long  infefted  thofe  Seas  with  their 
continual  Piracies,  had  juft  before  taken  two  Ships 
richly  laden.  The  Mohammedan  Merchants  who 
were  the  Owners  of  thefe  Ships,  infifted,  that 
the  Europeans ,  the  French ,  Englijh  and  Dutch  who 
were  fettled  in  Surah  fhould  indemnify  them  ;  and 
accordingly  the  ill  Treatment  thefe  met  with 
from  them,  prompted  us  not  to  make  any  ftay 
there  ;  for  which  Reafon  we  imbarked  the  20th  of 
October  1701,  in  Order  to  fail  for  Calicut.  We 
palled  by  Goa ,  where  we  had  the  Satisfaction  of 
paying  our  devotions  at  the  Sepulchre  of  St.  Fran¬ 
cis  Xavier V  Apoftle  of  the  Indies.  This  Sepul¬ 
chre  is  richly  adorned  1  and  not  above  two  Years 
ago,  the  Grand  Duke  of  Fufcany ,  that  wife  Prince* 
who  is  fo  greatly  efteemed  in  Europe ,  fent  thither  a 
magnificent  Pedeftal  of  green  Jafper,  embellifhed 
with  Brafs  Plates,  on  which  the  nioft  fignal  Actions 
of  St.  Francis  Xavier  are  reprefented  with  wonder¬ 
ful  Delicacy  and  Skill. 

After  failing  fome  Days,  we  arrived  at  Fermepe ~ 
tan,  a  fmall  Town  ftanding  on  a  fine  River,  where 
we  caft  Anchor.  Here  we  met  with  the  Pone  bar- 
train ,  a  Ship  belonging  to  the  French  Eaft-India 
Company,  which  having  failed  from  the  Ifland  of 
Mafcarin  %  had  met  with  an  Englijh  Privateer,  a 

forty 


It  lie '  to.  the  Eajt  of  the  great  If  and  of  Madagafcar.  Fis. 
in  the  Pojfejfon  of  the  French,  and  by  them  called  the  If  and  of 
Bourbon. 

This  Iiland  of  Mafcarin ,  is  n  •  med .  MaJarcnhaSy  or  the  En¬ 
gl  jh  For  eû,.  in  Molds  Maps,  ’Tvvas  fir  il  lb  called  by  the  Englijh » 
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forty  Gun  Ship',  off  Cape  Comorin.  As  this  Privateer 
had  a  great  Number  or  Mm  on  botiiJ,  and  all  then 
Cannon  were  drawn  out,  they  had  veiy  much  a- 
iarmed  Mr.  Du  Bofc ,  Captain  of  the  Pont  char train, 
the  Privateer,  having  come  up  witnin  haff  tim 
Length  of  Cannon-fhot  »,  but  obferving  that  the 
whole  Crew  of  the  Pont  char  train  were  upon  Deck, 
and  feemed  relolved  to  make  a  flout  Defence  ,  tnc 
Privateer  fheered  off,  and  can.  Anchoi  at  a  Leagues 
Diftance  from  them.  _ 

Here  we  were  obliged  to  come  out  of  tne  I  rin>- 
cefs,  which  was  the  Ship's  Name  tuât  nad  bi  ought 
us  from  France.  ‘  i'was  with  feme  Regret  we  did 
this,  becaufe  we  were  itili  to  double  Cap^  Coa.or^^y 
which  is  not  very  eafily  done,  in  a  Celle!  that  never 
dares  lofe  fight  of  Land.  We  embarked  at  ïremapetan 
in  order  to  fail  for  Calicut,  fituated  but  Ten  Leagues 
from  it.  Calicut  was  formerly  the  renowned  Capi¬ 
tal  of  a.  Kingdom  of  the  fame  Name  ;  but  is  now 
merely  a  large,  ill-built  Town  very  little  inhabited. 
The  Sea  which,  within  a  Century,  nas  gained 
much  on  this  Coaft,  has  fwaliowed  up  the  greateft 
Parc  of  the  old  iown,  with  a  noble  imrtretS  of 
Free-ftone.  Ships  now  caft  Anchor  over  their 

Ruins  5,  and  the  Harbour  is  clogged  with  a  great 
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eTis  aboutThirty  Leagues  round  ;  beautifully  diversified  with  Hills 
and  Plains,  Forefts  and  Champaign-Grounds.  ’  1  is  well  docked 
with  Wood  and  Water,  and  the  Soil  is  fruitful,  one  Part  of  the 
I  Hand  excepted  which  is  parched  by  the  burking  of  a  Vukano. 
The  ingenious  Mr.  Salmon,  Vol.  IIP  Pag-  104.  or  Ins 
ufeful  Modern  Hiftory,  is  guilty  of  fomethinglike  an  Inaccuracy, 
he  faying  that  the  Englifh  discovered  it  firjl ,  and  afterwards  that 
it  vc as  [rft  dij covered  Ij  the  Portugueze  in  1545*  T^e;e 
flocked  it  wkh  Hogs  and  Goats,  but  afterwards  deferted  it.  in 
16 1  3,  Capt.  CajHeton,  an  Englijbman ,  Cached  there,  but  made 
no  Settlement,  in  1654.,  the  French  took  Poffeiiion  of  it,  but 
the  only  Ufe  they  make  of  it,  is  for  their  India  Ships  to  take  in 

frefh  Provifions. 
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Number  of  Shelves,  &c.  which  are  feen  here  at 
Low-Water  ;  and  here  Ships  are  often  call  away  *. 

The  fir  if  Conqueft  the  Portuguefe  made  in  India, 
was  the  taking  of  Calicut ,  which  they  kept  till 
fuch  Time  as  the  Naïrs ,  who  are  I  the  Gentlemen 
and  beft  Soldiers  of  the  Country,  feeing  the  Butch 
attack  the  Portuguefe  on  every  Side,  and  difpofifefs 
them  of  their  beft  Fortrefies,  embraced  this  Op¬ 
portunity  for  taking  up  Arms,  and  pofieffing 
themfelves  of  Calicut.  They  there  found  above  an 
hundred  Pieces  of  Brafs  Cannon,  part  of  which 
they  threw  into  a  neighbouring  Lake;  and  carried 
the  reft  (being  about  Thirty  or  Forty)  half  a 
League  up  the  Country,  in  order  to  fecure  them, 
and  they  are  ftill  there. 

In  this  Country,  called  Malle  ami,  there  are  Caf¬ 
tes  f ,  as  in  the  reft  of  India.  Moft  of  them  obferve 
the  fame  Cuftoms  ;  and  in  particular  they  all  entertain 
the  like  Contempt  for  the  Religion  and  Manners  of 
the  Europeans .  But  a  Circumftance,  that  perhaps 
is  not  found  elfewhere,  and  which  I  myfelf  could 
fcarce  believe  |J,  is  that  among  thefe  Barbarians , 

and 

*  The  2. amortit ,  or  Emperor  of  Calicut,  is  faid  to  he  the  molt 
powerful  of  all  the  Princes  of  Malabar ,  and  to  claim  T  ribute 
from  the  other  Monarchs  of  that  Country.  Some  fay  that  he 
can  bring  an  hundred  thoufand  Men  into  the  Field.  Calicut  k 
a  large  Trading  City,  and  has  a  good  Harbour.  Pepper  and 
Precious  Stones  particularly,  are  brought  from  thence.  At  the 
Time  when  thePortuçuefefiiû.  arrived  in  thefe  Parts, ’cwas  the  chief 
City  for  1  rade  in  India .  The  Moors  oppofed  the  Defcent  of 
the  Portuguefe  with  all  pofiible  Vigour  ;  but  thefe  landing  a  Body 
of  Troops,  built  a  ftrong  Fort  but  were  drove  out  ap-ain.  The 
Fort  is  now  wafhed  away  by  the  Sea,  Several  European  Na¬ 
tions,  and  particularly  the  En*ltjb,  have  their  Faftories  here, 
and  trade  without  Reltraint.  Tne  Prince’s  Palace,  which  he  fel- 
dom  vifits,  is  an  old  irregular  Pile  of  Building. 

-f  Thefe  are  fomeihing  like  the  Jcnvifh  Tribes, 

J|  Pofhbly  there  may  be  as  little  Truth  in  another  Cuflom  af- 
Cubed  by  iome  1  lavehers  to  the  People  of  C allcut ,  and  is  as 
follows.  I  he  Ramins  or  Prieits  (lay  thofc  T  rat  tilers)  have 

one 
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and  efpecially  the  noble  Caftes ,  a  Woman  is  allow¬ 
ed,  by  the  Laws,  to  have  feveral  Hufbands.  Some 
of  thefe  have  had  ten  Hufbands  together,  all  whom 
they  look  upon  as  fo  many  Slaves,  whom  their 
Charms  had  fubjedted.  This  Cuftom,  which  is 
fomewhat  monftrous,  as  well  as  many  others,  un¬ 
known  to  their  Neighbours,  and  which  prevail  a- 
mong  thefe  People,  are  founded  on  their  Reli¬ 
gion  *.  They  declare,  as  the  antient  Heathens , 
that  they  herein  only  imitate  the  Practice  of  thofe 
Gods  whom  they  worfhip  in  Malleami. 

The  Jefuits  had  a  fine  Church  in  Calicut ,  which 
the  Prince  of  that  Country  demolifhed,  fome  Time 
fince,  out  of  Hatred  to  the  Portuguefe.  But  the 
illuftrious  Count  De  Villager  de ,  then  Viceroy  of  the 
Indies ,  obliged  him  to  rebuild  it-,  and  it  was  not 
quite  finifnedwhen  we  palled  by  that  Way.  In  this 
City,  Father  Petit  firft  began  to  pra&ice  the  morti¬ 
fied  Life  he  is  to  lead  in  Madura ,  he  lying  on  the 
Ground  upon  a  Matt,  eating  nothing  but  Rice,  and 
drinking  only  Water.  Though  this  was  a  very  fe- 
vere  Trial,  and  he  was  not  quite  recovered  of  a 
violent  Fit  of  Sicknefs,  with  which  he  had  been 
afflidted  at  Sea,  Heaven  was  pleaded  to  behold  him 

one  very  odd  Employment.  One  of  the  principal  of  thefe  Bra- 
mins  is  obliged  to  pafs  the  Bridal-Night  with  the  Queen  ;.and  in 
all  Probability,  they  do  not  chufe  the  oldeft  among  the  Priefts 
for  this  Service.  The  King  fends  the  Bramin  to  the  Value  of 
four  or  five  hundred  Ducats  for  this  Drudgery  ;  (one  would  ima¬ 
gine  our  Charles  II.  had  heard  of  this  Cuftom)  and  whenever 
That  Monarch  fets  out  upon  a  Journey,  he  intrufts  his  Wives  to 
one  of  thefe  Priefts,  who  ufes,  his  utmoft  Endeavours  to  confole 
them  during  the  Royal  Abfence.  For  this  Reafon  the  Sons  don’t 
fucceed  to  the  Crown,  fince  they  very  poftibly  might  be  fpurious 
Children;  but  immediately  upon  the  King’s  Death,  his  Sifter’s 
Son  is  proclaimed  King. 

*  According  to  fome  Travellers,  the  People  of  Calicut  have  dedi¬ 
cated  a  Temple  to  an  Ape ,  in  which  Temple  is  a  Portico  com¬ 
pel  ed  of  feven  hundred  marble  Pillars.  This  does  not  appear 
probable. 


with 
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with  a  propitious  Eye,,  and  lie  did  not  find  any  ill 
Eire  els  from  thefe  Au  fieri  ties. 

After  flaying  three  Days  in  Calicut ,  we  went  on 
Board  a  final  1  Mane  hew  (a  kind  of  Felucca)  and 
failed  to  Fanor^  four  Leagues  diflant  from  it.  Fa~- 
nor  is  a  Town  inhabited  by  Chriftians ,  under  the 
Direction  of  Father  Miranda  a  Jefuit,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  Calicut.  I  was  overjoyed  to  meet  with  this 
holy  Miffionary,,  whom  I  had  known  formerly  in 
Pondicherry ,  whither  he  was  come  by  Order  of  his 
Superiors,  to  get  cured,  if  poffble,  of  a  very  ugly 
Biftemper  contracted  in  the  painful  Million  of  Ma¬ 
dura. 

As  the  Coails  of  Malabar ,  of  Fravancor ,  and 
the  Fifhing-Coafl,  are  inhabited  chiefly  by  Chrif¬ 
tians  ,  and  under  the  Direction  of  the  Jefuits,  we 
had  the  holy  Satisfaction  of  vifiting,  in  our  Courfe, 
moil  of  the  Churches  in  thofe  Parts.  5Twas  im- 
poffiible  for  any  Perfons  to  receive  more  honourable 
Teflimonies  of  Friendfhip,  than  were  (hewn  us  by 
the  Miffionaries  and  their  feveral  Converts.  Here 
follows  the  Manner  in  which  we  were  brought  into 
PeriapatamyNldoh  was  much  the  fame  with  the  Recep¬ 
tion  we  were- favoured  with  in  other  Places.  With¬ 
in  half  a  League  from  die  Church  we  were  met  by 
the  Children,  carrying  Streamers  and  final!  Bells;, 
whilft  others  were  beating  Drums,  and  founding 
Trumpets.  The  Moment  they  faw  us,  they  all 
fhouted  ;  and  ftrove  who  fhould  get  firft,  in  order 
to  receive  our  Bleffiing.  They  afterwards  continued 
their  March  ;  and  began  to  chaunt,  alternately,  the 
Chriftian  Service.  The  Croîs  and  the  Streamers 
marched  in  Proceffion  at  the  Head.  At  the  En¬ 
trance  of  the  Town  the  Men  and  Women  were 

/  V 

feparated  into  two  Bands,  who  gave  us  a  thoufand 
new  Demonftrations  of  the  Pieafure  they  felt  at  our 
Arrival.  They  thanked  Providence  for  fending 
new  Miffionaries  into  their  Country,  to  compleat 

the 
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the  Inftrudtion  of  fuch  of  their  Countrymen  as  were 
.ftill  Heathens.  The  Air  ecchoed,  at  Intervals,  with 
the  Names  of  Jefus ,  of  Mary ,  and  Francis  Xavier , 
whofe  Succeffors  they  calftd  us.  The  Father,  who 
has  the  Dire&ion  of  this  Miffion/  waited  for  us  at 
the  Church-door.  He  then  preferred  us  with  Holy 
Water  %  and  conduced  us,  in  Ceremony,  to  the 
Altar,  where  we  offered  up  a  Prayer,  whikt  the 
Congregation  were  flinging  the  Pfalm,  Praife  the 
Lord  all  ye  Nations. 

Each  Miffionary  on  this  Coaft  has  three  or  four 
thoufand  Chriftians  under  his  Diredtion  ;  and  fome 
have  eleven  or  twelve  thoufand,  every  Jetait  having 
the  Care  of  four  or  rive  different  Churcnes  ;  fo  that 
they  are  forced  to  be  almoft  always  aoroad,  either 
in  inffrucling  and  converting  the  Infidels,  o>  tlie  in 
viiiting,  comforting,  and  giving  the  Saci ament  to 

fuch  Chriftians  as  are  lick. 

We  left  Panor  the  27  th  of  November ,  with  a 
gentle  North -weft  Wind  ;  and  we  ftill  coal ced,  never 
keeping  above  half  a  Quarter  of  a  League,  ana 
fcmetimes  much  lefs,  from  Shore.  For  the  oca,  all 
along  the  Weftern  Ccaft,  in  this  Season,  that  is 
from  Odlober  to  March ,  is  as  cairn  and  unruffLd. 
as  a  River  ;  and  People  may  land  mom  it  as  eafily 
as  from  the  Seine  or  the  Loire.  But  tis  different  on 
the  Coaft  of  Cormandel,  which  is  on  the  other  Side, 
from  Cape  Comorin  as  far  as  Bengal  \  it  being  ex¬ 
tremely  troublefome  and  dangerous  to  get  a-fhoic 
in  thofe  Places,  occafioned  by  the  Billows  which  are 
perpetually  breaking  on  the  Coaft,  and  that  with  an 
amazing  Noife  and  Impetuoftty. 

*  This  I  fuppofe  alludes  to  what  I  have  feen  pratttfed  in  a 
Romijb  Country.  A  Catholic  dipping  his  Finger  m  a  V  dielot 
holy  Water,  handing  near  the  Church  Door,  tinges  With  the  I  ip 
of  his  Finger  that  of  his  Friend,  or  Friends,  when  ah  or  them 

crois  them lelves. 
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Tho9  the  Sea  was  now  fo  very  calm,  we  yet  fuf- 
Fered  much  in  this  Voyage.  There  were  twenty 
Rowers  in  our  Veffel,  but  thefe  did  not  do  as  much 
Service  as  half  the  Number  of  Europeans  would  have 
done.  We  had  no  Cloth  or  Cabbin  to  fcreen  us 
from  the  fcorching  Rays  of  the  Sun5  or  to  keep  off 
the  Dews  of  the  Night,  which  we  were  forced  to 
ipend  with  the  utmoft  Inconveniency,  we  being 
placed  between  the  Rowers  Benches.  Father  Petit 
and  Brother  Moricet  felt  little  or  np  ill  Effects  from 
this  j  but  I  myfelf  was  attack’d,  the  very  firft  Night, 
with  fo  violent  a  Fit  of  the  Rheumatifm,  that  it  was 
impoffible  for  me  to  get  a  Wink  of  Sleep. 

As  moil  of  the  Towns  we  meet  with  bet  weep 
€lanor  to  Coolan ,  are  partly  or  entirely  ilibjeft  to  the 
Dutch,,  we  had  not  an  Opportunity  of  going  afhore 
any  where  ;  and  were  even  forced  to  flay  till  Night, 
in  order  to  pals  the  Bar  of  Cochin ,  to  prevent  our 
being  difcovered.  We  afterwards  were  in  much 
greater  Peril,  we  having  very  narrowly  efcaped  be¬ 
ing  taken  by  a  Pinnace  belonging  to  an  Englijh  Pri¬ 
vateer  of  forty  or  fifty  Guns.  We  fhould  certainly 
have  fallen  into  his  Hands,  had  not  our  Rowers,  on 
this  Occafion,  given  us  a  Proof  of  the  Strength  they 
were  able  to  exert  when  Neceffity  required  ;  the 
Fear  of  falling  into  the  Hands  of  Pirates  inflantly 
making  them  find  their  Arms,  and  fupply  the  Place 
of  Sails.  We  now  feemed  to  fly  along  the  Sea,  but 
?twas  to  run  to  our  Definition  j  for  whilft  we  fled 
from  the  Englijh  Pinnace,  we  were  advancing  to- 
wards  the  Privateer,  whom  we  fpiecl  at  Anchor 
within  two  Leagues  from  Calc  coolan .  This  laft  Dan¬ 
ger  alarmed  our  Sailors,  who  by  this  Time  were 
greatly  fatigued,  and  doubtful  which  Courfe  to  take. 
As  the  Wind  was  contrary,  and  our  Sailors  were  al- 
moft  {pent,  it  was  not  pofhble  for  them  to  row 
back  ;  and  had  they  pafs’d  in  Sight  of  the  Pirate, 
we  fhould  inevitably  have  fallen  into  his  Hands, 

They 
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They  therefore  refolved  to  flop,  and  to  work  with 
all  their  Might  affoon  as  Evening  came.  Accord¬ 
ingly  they  call  Anchor,  as  tho5  they  had  been  go¬ 
ing  afhore  ;  and  the  Inftant  Day  was  fhut  in,  they 
again  ply’d  their  Oars  ;  and  work’d  lb  hard  all  that 
Night,  and  the  next  Day,  that  we  arrived  before 
Coolan  the  30th  of  November ,  by  feven  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing.  Our  Veffel  came  to  iliore  at  the  Foot  of  our 
Church,  where  Father  Petit  and  I  had  the  Confola- 
tion  to  fay  Mafs,  whilft  the  Bifhop  of  Cochin' s  Clio- 
rifters  fung  feveral  pious  Motets  *  ;  and  we  after¬ 
wards  were  very  gracioufly  received  by  the  Prelate 
abovemen  tioned. 

Notwithstanding  the  repeated  Invitations  of  the 
Bifhop  and  Father  d'Acofta ,  we  yet  did  not  think 
proper  to  fpend  the  reft  of  the  Day  in  Coolan.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  we  embarked  about  four  in  the  Afternoon, 
in  hopes  of  reaching,  next  Day,  Manpooli ,  five  or 
fix  Leagues  farther,  and  to  celebrate  Mafs  in  the 
Church  which  the  Portugueze  Jefuits  ftill  poffefs  in 
that  City.  But  the  Sea  was  fo  extremely  rough, 
and  broke  upon  the  Coaft  with  fo  much  Fury, 
that  we  were  forced  to  proceed  forward  without 
landing. 

During  this  Voyage,  which  was  ever  along  the 
Coafts  of  Malabar  and  Trevancor ,  we  had  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  obferving  the  true  Situation  of  the 
Lands  and  Towns,  which  are  fet  down  very  erro- 
neoufly  in  all  our  Maps  and  Charts.  Affoon  as  Bro¬ 
ther  Moricet ,  whom  I  left  in  Manager, ,  Trail  come 
hither,  F 11  do  my  felt  the  Honour  to  (end  you  an  ac¬ 
curate  Map  of  this  whole  Country,  which  is  vaftly 
populous  ;  we  fcarce  coafting  two  Leagues  without 
difcovering  Villages  and  large  Settlements.  Our 
Maps  take  Notice  of  fome  Iflands  on  the  Coaft  of 

1 

*  Pieces  of  Mu  fie  commonly  play’d  in  Churches,  being  as  fo 
many  Anthem?,  in  which  the  Compofer  endeavours  to  exert  all 
the  Powers  of  his  Skill.. 

Travancor , 
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Fravancor ,  but  we  fought  for  them  to  no  Purpofe; 
From  Calicut  to  Cape  Comorin ,  there  is  but  one 
fmgle  Ï Hand  ||,  within  two  Leagues  of  Calicut.  That 
Ifland  is  not  taken  Notice  of  in  our  Maps  ;  and  for 
this  Reafon,  perhaps,  becaufe  ffis  lb  very  near  the 
Continent. 


After  failing  a  Fortnight  from  Premepatan^  we  at 
laffc  arrived  at  Periepatam ,  where  we  met  with  the 
Reception  abovementioned.  The  F’eftival  of  St. 
Andrew ,  to  whom  the  Church  of  that  Town  is  de» 
cheated,  had  drawn  thither  feveral  Miffionaries  from 
other  Farts  ;  and  a  prodigious  Number  of  Chrifti- 
ans  were  come  from  the  neighbouring  Countries, 
to  partake,  that  Day,  of  our  holy  Myfteries.  9Tis 
fcarce  a  League  from  Periepatam  to  Popo ,  which  is 
as  the  Coliege  of  Malabar ,  and  there  the  Provincial 
commonly  refides.  The  Fathers  of  Popo  gave  us  ib 
very  humane  a  Reception,  that  we  foon  forgot  our 
pail  Fatigues  ^  and  they  engaged  us  to  accompany 
them  to  Cotate ,  there  to  celebrate  the  Feflival  of 
St.  Francis  Xavier .  But  juft  as  this  Feftival  was  go- 
in p1  to  be  iolemnized,  an  Order  came  from  the  Go¬ 
vernour  of  the  Town  to  forbid  it  ^  the  reafon  of 
which  Prohibition  was  as  follows.  A  Widow  of 
Diflinblion  in  that  Town  had  been  preparing,  three 
Months,  to  offer  up  a  public  iacrifice  to  the  Devil, 
to  which  fhe  was  prompted  by  Intereff,  or  Su~ 
perdition,  or  both.  A  Delire  of  vexing  the  Chri- 
flians,  whom  fhe  mortally  hated,  and  of  afl enabling 
a  greater  Number  of  People  at  her  Houle,  made  her 
purpofely  chufe,  for  the  celebrating  that  àccurfed 
Ceremony,  the  very  Day  devoted  to  St..  Francis 
Xavier ,  which  never  fails  to  draw  a  prodigious  Num¬ 
ber  of  Foreigners  to  Cotate.  in  a  large  Parlour  or 
Hall  in  her  Houfe,  {landing  not  far  from  the  Apoftle’s 
Church,  fne  had  already  railed  three  Columns  of 
Earth,  three  or  four  Foot  high,  difpofed  triangu- 


|j  This  Ifland  is  not  fet  down  in  Moll' $  Maps. 
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krly,  and  Handing  above  fix  foot  from  one  another. 
She  had  long  fattened  very  carefully  a  Hog,  to  ferve 
as  the  Vi&dm,  which  was  to  be  facrificed  with  her 
own  Hands,  betv/een  thefe  Columns,  The  wealth!* 
eft  and  moft  "diftinguiftied  Perfons  of  the  Town, 
belonging  to  her  Cafte ,  were  to  attend  the  Ceremony 
at  the  Time  appointed.  Nothing  was  now  want¬ 
ing  but  an.  Order  from  the  Governour,  for  permit¬ 
ting  the  Sacrifice  to  be  performed  on  a  certain  Day, 
and  for  forbidding  the  Chriftians  to  iolemnize  the 
Feftival  in  queftion.  She  procured  the  defir’d  Or¬ 
der  ;  and  the  Affair  was  managed  with  the  utmoft 
Secrecy  till  the  Beginning  of  December ,  when  the 
Miffionary,  who  has  the  Care  of  that  famous  Church, 
had  Notice  of  it.  He  now  did  not  lofe  a  Moment’s 
Time  ;  but  inftead  of  waiting  upon  the  Governour 
of  the  Town,  who  had  iffued  out  the  Order,  he 
went  direclly  to  the  Governour  of  the  Province. 
He  reprefented  to  him  the  great  Uneafmefs  this 
could  not  fail  to  give  the  Crowds  of  People  who 
were  come  at  a  vaft  Diftance  to  folemnize  the  Fefti¬ 
val  of  St.  Francis  Xavier  ;  and  the  Injury  which 
would  thereby  be  done  to  the  Memory  of  the  A- 
poftle  of  the  Indies ,  if  inftead  of  folemnizing  his 
Feftival,  the  Governour  fhould  permit  the  Heathens 
to  offer  up  one  of  thofe  abominable  Sacrifices  to  the 
Devil,  who  was  fo  highly  cletefted  by  St.  Francis 
Xavier ,  that  miraculous  Man.  The  Remonftrance 
made  by  the  Father  had  the  defired  Effect;  the  Go¬ 
vernour  of  the  Province  iffuing  out  Orders  for  cele« 
brating  the  Chriftian  Feftival  as  ufual,  and  forpoft- 
poning  the  Heathen  Sacrifice.  I  am  told  that  the 
idolatrous  Priefteffes  perform  their  Sacrifices  in  Man¬ 
ner  following. 

The  Affembly  being  all  met  in  the  large  Parlour 
in  queftion,  the  Prieftefs  goes  between  the  three 
Columns,  and  begins  to  invoke  the  Devil,  by  utter¬ 
ing  certain  myfterious  Words  witii  ftrange  Howlings, 

and 
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and  violent  Contorfions  of  her  whole  Body.  This 
is  accompanied  by  different  Inflruments  of  Mufic* 
the  Sounds  of  which  change  according  to  the  various 
Spirits  who  feem  to  poffefs  her,  by  Turns.  At  lad 
a  certain  facred  Air  is  play’d,  and  the  In  fiant  it  be¬ 
gins,  the  Fury  darts  up,  takes  a  Knife,  dabs  the 
Hog,  and  rufhingon  the  Wound,  drinks  the  reeking 
Blood.  She  then  cries  aloud,  prophecies,  threatens 
the  Town  and  Province  with  dreadful  Punifli- 
ments,  in  the  Name  of  the  Devil,  by  whom  fhe  is, 
or  pretends  to  be  infpired,  in  cafe  the  Perfons  pre- 
fent  refufe  to  give  her  whatever  fhe  fhall  aflc,  whe» 
ther  Gold,  Silver,  Jewels,  Rice,  Linen,  in  fhor t, 
any  Thing  :  And  thefe  mad  Priedeffes  generally 
terrify  the  Spectators  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  they 
fometimes  draw  to  the  Value  of  two  or  three  hundred 
Crowns  from  them  *. 

The  City  of  Cot  ate  is  large  and  populous,  tho* 
like  mod  other  Cities  of  India,  it  is  not  furrounded 
either  with  Ditches  or  Walls.  It  dands  up  the 
Country,  within  four  Leagues  of  Cape  Comorin,  at 
the  Foot  of  Mountains,  which  makes  this  Cape  fa¬ 
mous  for  the  Wonders  told  concerning  it  -,  feveraî 
affirming  that  in  this  Neck  of  Land,  the  Extent  of 
which  is  not  above  three  Leagues,  we  find,  at  one 
and  the  fame  Time,  the  two  mod  oppofite  Seafons 
of  the  Year,  Summer  and  Winter  ;  and  that,  in  a 
Garden  not  five  hundred  Paces  fquare,  a  Perfon  has 
fometimes  the  Pleafure  of  feeing  thefe  two  Sea¬ 
fons  united  ;  the  Trees,  on  one  Side,  being  adorned 
with  Fruits  and  Flowers  ;  whild  thofe  on  the  other 
are  dript  of  all  their  Foliage.  I  myfelf  had  not 
Time  to  be  an  Eye-Witnefs  of  the  Truth  or  Falfity 

e  *  *T is  pîeafant  enough  to  confider  how  one  Impoftor  will  ri¬ 
dicule  another  s  the  Jeluits,  by  IVÎeans  oftheir  St.  Francis  Xci^v 
endeavouring  no  lei's  to  impofe  on  the  Credulity  and  Stupidity 
of  the  Ignorant,  than  thefe  Heathen  Prielteffes  by  their  Sacri¬ 
fices.  *  * 

of 
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of  this  f  ;  but  9tis  certain  that,  on  the  different 
Sides  of  the  Cape,  the  Winds  are  always  in  Contrary- 
Points,  and  blow  as  tho9  they  were  combating  v  fo 
that  when  the  Winds  are  wefterly,  on  the  weftern 
Side  of  Cape  Comorin ,  they  are  Eaft  on  the  eaftern 
Side,  as  we  ourfelves  found  by  Experience  in  this 
Voyage.  From  Calicut  to  Cape  Comorin^  the  Wind 
blew  almoft  always  South-eaft,  or  South- weft  ;  but 
the  Moment  we  had  paft  the  Cape,  it  blew  North» 
eaft.  As  therefore  the  Diverfity  of  Winds,  efpeci- 
ally  when  lafting,  contributes  very  much  to  the 
Difference  of  Seafons  ;  his  not  impoftible  but  that 
there  may  be,  about  the  Point  of  the  Cape,  in  a 
fmall  Traét  of  Land,  particular  Spots  fo  much  ex- 
pofed  to  one  of  the  Winds,  and  fcreen’d  fo  fully 
from  the  other that  either  Cold  or  Heat,  and  the 
ImprefTions  which  arife  from  them,  may  be  felt  at 
the  fame  Time,  in  Places  pretty  near  one  another, 
as  ftrongly  as  in  other  Places,  at  a  much  greater 
Diftance.  But  I  leave  to  our  Literati  the  fearching 
into  the  Phyfical  Caufe  of  this  Contrariety  of  Winds 
which  is  not.  found  elfewhere  -,  tho9  one  would  na¬ 
turally  imagine,  that  as  the  Principles  are  the  fame, 
Jike  Effeéls  fhould  be  produced  in  other  Countries,. 
Here,  Reverend  Father,  would  be  the  proper  Place 

% 

d  ’Tis  found  by  Experience,  that  the  Rains  begin  much  fconef 
on  the  Malabar  Coal's  than  on  that  of  Cormandel \  tho’  both  are 
fituated  in  the  fame  Climate,  and  not  fifty  Leagues  diftant  one 
from  the  other.  The  Learned  are  of  Opinion,  that  this  Diver» 
nty  of  Weather  and  of  Seafons,  is  owing  to  Mount-Gate  (of  a  ve¬ 
ry  great  Height)  the  long  Ridge  of  which,  running  from  North 
to  South,  divides  the  Peninfala,  and  hops  the  Weft  Wind,  which 
brings  the  Rains  to  both.  Thus,  as  his  often  wet  on  the  Mala¬ 
bar  Coaft,  when  his  quite  fair  on  that  of  Cormandel ,  many 
Travellers  declare,  that  ’tis  Summer  on  one  Side  of  the  Coaft, 
and  Winter  on  the  other  ;  which  Circumftance  is,  in  all  Proba¬ 
bility,  owing  to  the  Rain’s  failing  four  or  five  Weeks  fooner  on 
the  Malabar  Side,  than  on  that  of  Cormandel  ;  the  wefterly 
Winds  generally  bringing  Rain,  which  commonly  falls  ftrft  on 
fuch  Countries  as  lie  to  Windward. 
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for  one  to  prefent  you  with  an  accurate  Defcription 
of  the  whole  Country  lying  between  Cot  ate  and 
Pondicherry ,  fince  I  myfelf  vifited  it  in  the  prefent 
Voyage  ;  but  to  do  this,  more  Time  would  be  re- 
quifite  ;  and  I  am  defired  to  conclude  my  Letter, 
for  which  Reafon,  I  mud  omit,  till  another  Oppor¬ 
tunity,  the  reft  of  the  curious  Particulars  I  intended 
to  mention.  I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  the  Chrifti- 
ans  at  Tanjaour  have  lately  laboured  under  a  dreadful 
Perfect!  tion. 

I  am*)  &c.  Tag  hard.1 

N.  B.  The  next  Letter  from  Father j  Petit  to  Father  de  Trevou, 
and  dated  at  Pondicherry,  relating  entirely  to  the  Affairs 
of  the  Society ,  is  therefore  omitted . 

Vol.  IV.  of  the  Original  begins  here. 

A  Journey  to  Abyssinia. 
îi  the  Jesuits  of  FRANC E« 

Reverend  Fathers. 

I  Believe  that  the  Account  of  Ethiopia,  which  I 
now  five  you,  will  he  found  very  curious .  5 Twas 

communicated  to  me  by  Dr.  Charles  James  Poncet,  a 
French  Phyjtcian ,  who  travelled  into  that  Country  with 
a  Miffionary  Jefuit.  Ton  pojfibly  may  he  glad  to  know 
the  Motive  of  their  undertaking  fo  tedious  and  painful 
a  Journey .  The  Emperor  of  Ethiopia  being  affliffed 
with  a  Diftemper ,  whofe  Conferences  he  thought  might 
prove  fatal  to  him’,  and  not  meeting  with  Phyficians 
in  his  own  Dominions  able  to  cure  him ,  thought  it  but 
prudent  to  fend  into  other  Countries  for  a  Jkilful  Per - 
[on.  Hearing ,  at  this  Dime,  that  one  of  his  Officers 
' 'was  troubled  with  the  fame  Kind  of  Difeafe ,  he  fent 
him  to  Grand  Cairo,  in  order  that  if  he  could  get 
cured  in  this  City ,  he  might  bring  the  Phyfician  to  him. 
This  Officer ,  whofe  Name  was  Hagi-Ali,  and  who  had 

i  gone 
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gone  that  Journey  more  than  once ,  informed  an  Arme¬ 
nian,  his  Friend ,  there,  of  the  Motive  which  had 
brought  him  again  to  Cairo  ;  when  the  Armenian, 
knowing  Dr.  PoncetV  Abilities  by  Experience ,  (he  hav¬ 
ing  formerly  cured  him  of  a  very  violent  and  very  dan¬ 
gerous  Diftemper )  introduced  his  Friend  to  the  Dottier. 

Hagi-Ali,  on  the  Recommendation  of  the  Armeni¬ 
an,  put  himfelf  into  Dr,  Poncet 9 s  Hands,  took  his  Me¬ 
dicines,  cbferved  the  Regimen  preferibed,  aud  was  per¬ 
fectly  recovered  in  a  little  Dime.  He  therefore  intreat - 
ed  the  Dottier  to  travel  with  him  into  Ethiopia,  in  or¬ 
der  that  he  might  perform  the  like  Cure  on  his  Sove¬ 
reign ,  which  Dr.  Poncet  confer  ted  to ,  and  immediate¬ 
ly  prepared  to  follow  the  Ethiopian  Officer.  Our 
Miffionaries ,  who  had  already  attempted  fever al  Dimes , 
but  with  ill  Succefs  to  enter  this  wide-extend- 

*  Ludolf,  who  is  elteemed  the  bed  W  riter  on  Ethiopia ,  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  the  Abyffinians  formerly  acknowledg'd  the  Pope 
of  Rome  as  the  chief  Patriarch.  Some  Portuguese  Miffionaries, 
after  the  Difcovery  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  almotl  made  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics  of  the  Ethiopians ,  and  prevailed  upon  the  Monarch 
to  acknowledge  the  Pope’s  Supremacy,  and  to  admit  a  Patriarch, 
from  Rome *  The  Government  alfo  confented  to  aboliffi  their 
own  Rites,  and  fet  up  thofe  of  the  Church  of  Rome  ;  but  many 
of  their  great  Men,  and  moil  Part  of  the  People  oppofing  this» 
took  up  Arms  againfl:  the  Emperour,  which  gave  Riie  to  civil 
Wars,  of  above  a  hundred  Years  Continuance,  wherein  Multi¬ 
tudes  of  People  were  killed.  During  this,  many  Provinces  re« 
volted  from  the  Emperour;  notwithstanding  which,  the  Mo» 
.narchs  perfifted  obilinately  in  their  Profeffion  of  the  Romijh  Re¬ 
ligion.  At  laft  the  Jefuits,  upon  Pretence  of  maintaining  the 
Papal  Supremacy,  undertook  the  Management  of  Temporal  Af¬ 
fairs,  in  an  arbitrary  Manner,  and  almoft  exclufive  of  the  Em¬ 
perour.  They  even  ventured  to  go  fo  far,  as  to  ereét  Forts» 
Which  they  mann’d,  and  were  going  to  fend  for  European 
Troops.  But  now  the  Emperour  and  the  Nobility  awaked  from 
their  Lethargy,  and  immediately  agreed  to  aboliffi  the  Romijh 
Religion,  and  to  maffacre  the  Prieils,  who  accordingly  fell  the 
•Victims  of  the  People,  the  Patriarch  himfelf  very  narrowly  es¬ 
caping  out  of  the  Country  with  his  Life.  Three  Capucins  at¬ 
tempting  afterwards  to  get  into  Ethiopia ,  the  Eurkijh  Baffia,  at 
the  Emperour’s  Requeft,  beheaded  them,  and  fetit  him  their 
Heads  and  their  Skins  fluff’d. 

N  a  ed 
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ed  Empire ,  imagined  it  would  he  proper  to  make  UJe 
€f  f0  favourable  a  Juncture,  to  execute  their  Defign  ; 
for  which  Purpofe  they  conflit  ed  with  E)r .  Poncet  and 
Monfieur  Maillet  [j,  the  French  Conful  at  Grand  Cai¬ 
ro.  "  ’Twa's  then  agreed  that  one  of  our  Miffionaries 
fhould  accompany  Br.  Poncet  to  Ethiopia,  and  go  as 
his  Servant  T,  for  fear  of  giving  Umbrage  to  a  Nation, 
whofe  Difpofuion  with  regard  to  the  Europeans,  was 
not  yet  well  known .  j This  was  an  important  CommiJJion , 
and  required  a  Irian  o  f  great  Abilities  and  Zeal  ;  fince 
he  was  to  inform  himfelf,  on  the  Spot ,  of  the  State  of 
the  Chriftian  Religion  ;  and  fee  what  was  to  be  done , 
in  order  to  reft  ore,  if  poffible,  the  Romifti  Religion  in 
a  Country  where  it  formerly  had  made  a  very  great  Pro - 
grefs 9  under  the  Patriarchs  John  Nunez  Baretto,  An¬ 
drew  Oviedo,  Apollinarius  of  Almeida,  and  feveral 
other  Jefuit-Miffionaries . 

Father  de  Brevedent,  of  a  very  good  Family  in  the 
City  of  Roan,  was  pitched  upon  for  this  Purpofe ,  he 
being  endued  with  all  the  Qualities  requifite  for  fa  dif¬ 
ficult  and  important  an  Enterprize .  The  Scheme  he 
gave  for  a  new  Machine,  for  finding  the  perpetual  Motion 
in  1685,  engraved  in  the  Journals  of  that  Rime,  gain'd 
him  no  little  Reputation  among  the  Learned ,  and  fro  ewe  d 
the  great  Penetration  of  his  Genius.  Engaging  after¬ 
wards  in  Miffions ,  he  laboured  indej atigably  above  ten 
Tears  in  the  IJlands  of  the  Archipelago  and  in  Syria. 
In  a  Word,  the  whole  Tenor  of  his  Life  was  fo  perfetl 
that  he  was  confidered  as  a  true  Apoftle.  His  Auften - 
ties  were  fo  extreme,  when  labouring  among  the  Infi¬ 
dels,  that  his  ordinary  Food  was  Bran  foak'd  in  Water, 
with  feme  Herbs  or  Roots .  He  ufed  to  lie  on  the  bare 
Ground  ;  to  pafs  two  or  three  Hours  every  Night  in 
Prayer  -,  and  feourge  himfelf  fo  unmercifully  twice  a- 

||  He  publifhed  an  Account  of  Egypt  not  many  Years  fince. 
I  write  this  in  1742. 

f  This  Difguife  is  exa&ly  agreeable  to  the  G  enius  of  the  Je~ 
faits.  j 
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day  *,that  his  Supérieurs  being  informed  that  it  would  be 
impojfible for  him  to  fupport  much  longer  fo  very  mortified 
a  Life ,  were  obliged  to  [often  the  Rigour  of  his  Penance , 
to  prevent  their  lojing  cl  P  erf  on  fo  ufeful  to  the  Mijfion . 

The  following  Relation  is  very  curious  *,  for,  befides 
the  Account  it  gives  of  the  Dominions  of  the  Kings  of 
Dongola  ,  of  Sennar,  and  of  Mecca,  it  informs  us 
likewife  of  fever  al  very  remarkable  Particulars  concern¬ 
ing  Ethiopia,  that  Empire ,fo  very  famous ,  whether  we 
conjider  the  vaft  Extent  of  its  Dominions ,  the  Multitude 
of  its  Inhabitants ,  or  their  prof  effing  the  Chriftian  Religi¬ 
on  in  the  firft  Azes  of  the  Church.  But  as  the  Abyffini- 
ans  were  fo  happy  as  to  receive  the  Eight  of  the  Cojpel  in 
the  fir fi  Ages  of  Chriftianity,  they  have  been  fo  unfortunate 
as  to  lofe  that  precious  Advantage,  by  imbibing  the  Errors 
of  the  Cophtis  ^rEutychians,  and  forming  a  Schifrn  in 
the  Church. 

How  ample  a  Harveft  might  be  made  in  fo  wide- ex¬ 
tended  a  Field ,  by  able  and  zealous  Miffionaries ,  who 
fhould  devote  themfelves  to  the  cultivating  of  it  ;  spe¬ 
cially  at  a  Time  when  the  Conjunctures  are  more  favour¬ 
able  than  ever  ! 

The  greateft  Obftacle ,  formerly ,  to  the  Converfion  of 
the  Abyffinians,  was  the  Obftinacy  of  the  fchifmatic 
Patriarchs  of  Alexandria,  who  oppofed  the  Eft abli fo¬ 
ment  of  the  Catholic  Religion  with  all  their  Might. 
But  as  the  prefent  Patriarch  is  a  Catholic ,  he  is  no  lefs 
defir ous  than  we  can  be ,  of  feeing  all  the  People  of 
Ethiopia  open  their  Eyes ,  and  embrace  the  Truths  of 
the  Gofpel ,  as  he  himfelf  did  not  long  fine e. 

His  Majefty  and  his  Holinefs  intend  to  fend  Miffio¬ 
naries  into-  this  extended  Empire  ;  and  wifhing  that 

1 *  V 

*  What  an  Inconfiftency  was  there  in  this  Character  !  a  Man 
to  have  a  Mind  capable  of  going,  through  a  Courle  of  podte  Li¬ 
terature,  and  making  Difcoverjes  in  the  Mathematics,  and  yet 
be  fo  weak  as  to  fcourge  himfelf  daily  !  Surely  this  mult  have 
been  done  by  Father  le  Bredevent,  merely  in  the  View  of  pro¬ 
moting  the  general  Scheme  of  the  J eTaits,  or  Father  le  Gobien 
mull  have  told  this  of  him  falfely,  merely  in  the  fame  \  iew* 

•f  I  fuppofe  this  is  what  Moll  cads  Dane  ala # 

N-  3  the.tr 
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their  Endeavours  may  he  crown'd  with  Succefs ,  I  fui - 
fcribe  myfelf  with  the  utmoft  Refpeffi. ,  &c. . 

/  Charles  le  Gobien*. 

'A  fuc cm3  Account  of  the  Travels  of  Charles- 
James  Poncet,  a  French  Phyfcian ,  /«/a 
Ethiopia,  /Vz  1698,  1699,  and  ij  00. 

ISet  out  from  Grand  Cairo ,  the  Capital  of  Zk 
gyp/,  the  10  th  of  June  1698,  with  /Agi  Æ',  an 
Officer  under  the  Emperourof  Ethiopia ,  and  Father 
Charles  Francis  Xavier  of  Br  eve  dent  ^  a  Jefuit  Miffio- 
nary.  We  embarked  on  the  Nile  at  Boolack  half 
a  League  from  that  City.  As  the  Waters  were  low, 
and  our  Pilots  very  unfkilful,  we  fpent  a  Fortnight 
in  reaching  Manfeloo ,  tho’  this  Voyage  is  common¬ 
ly  performed  in  five  Days,  when  the  River  is  fwell’d, 
and  the  Wind  favourable.  Manfeloo  is  a  City  of 
Upper  Egypt ,  famous  for  its  Traffic  in  Linens.  The 
Grand  Signior  keeps  a  Garifon  there  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  Januaries  and  two  hundred  Spahis,  to  prevent 
the  Incurfions  of  the  Arabs ,  who  infeft  every  Part 
of  that  Country. 

The  Rendezvous  of  the  Caravans  of  Sennar  and 
Ethiopa  is  at  Ihnali ,  half  a  League  above  Manfeloo . 
We  encamp’d  in  that  Village,  till  fuch  Time  as  the 
whole  Caravan  might  be  affembled  ;  and  continued 
there  above  three  Months,  under  our  Tents,  where 
we  fuffered  very  much  1  the  Pleat  of  that  Country 
being  infupportable,  efpeeially  to  Europeans ,  who 
are  not  accnflomed  to  it.  The  Rays  of  the  Sun  are 

*  Or  Bulat.  This  is  the  Port-Town  to  Grand  Cairo ,  and  by 
Lome  confidered  as  a  Suburb  of  it.  There  are  about  four  thou- 
/and  Families  in  this  'I  own,  where  a  confiderable  Trade  is  car¬ 
ried  on.  All  VelTels  who  go  up  the  Nile  flop  here,  and  pay  the 
Bulks  enabled  by  the  Govemraenr. 

fc 
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fo  {torching,  that,  from  ten  in  the  Morning,  till 
Night,  we  could  fcarce  breathe.  After  having  pur- 
chafed  Camels,  and  got  all  the  Provifions  neceflary 
for  croffing  the  Defarts  of  Lybia,  we  left  this  difa- 
greeable  Abode  the  24th  of  September ,  at  three  in 
the  Afternoon  *,  and  went  and  lay  a  League  and  a 
half  from  thence,  on  theeaftern  Side  of  the  Nile ,  at 
a  Place  call’d  Cantara ,  where  wre  alfo  were  obliged 
to  encamp  fome  Days,  to  wait  for  the  Merchants  of 
Girga  and  Syoot,  who  were  not  yet  arrived. 

A  Relation  of  the  King  of  Sennar  invited  me  to 
go  to  Syoot,  and  for  that  Purpofe  fent  me  an  Arabi¬ 
an  Horfe.  I  crofs’d  the  Nile  on  a  very  large  Bridge, 
built  of  beautiful  Free-ftone.  I  believe  ’tis  the  on¬ 
ly  Bridge  on  this  River,  and  I  got  to  my  Journey’s 
End  in  four  Hours.  I  faw  the  Ruins  of  an  old 
magnificent  Amphitheatre,  with  fome  fepulchra! 
Monuments  of  the  ancient  Romans.  The  City  of 
Syoot  is  furrounded  with  delicious  Gardens,  and  beau¬ 
tiful  Palm-trees,  which  bear  the  fined  Dates  in  all 
Egypt.  Finding  our  whole  Company  met  at  my 
Return,  we  fet  out  very  early  on  the  2d  of  October , 
and  that  very  Day  entered, a  frightful  Defart  Tra¬ 
vellers  are  expofed  to  great  Danger  in  thefe  Defarts, 
occafioned  by  the  moving  Sands,  which  rifing  with 
the  gen  cleft  Breeze,  darken  the  Air  j  and  falling 
back  again  like  Rain,  often  bury  Travellers  under 
them,  or  make  them  lofe  their  Way,  The  great- 
eft  Order  poffible  is  obferved  in  the  March  of  the 
Caravans.  Befides  the  chief  Man,  whofe  Bu  fine  fs 
it  is  to  determine  all  Difputes  and  Contefts,  there 
are  Guides  who  march  at  the  Head  of  the  Caravan, 
and  give  the  Signal  either  for  going  forward  or  halt¬ 
ing,  by  beating  a  fmall  Kettle-Drum.  The  Travel¬ 
lers  fet  out  three  or  four  Hours  before  Day,  at  which 
Time  all  the  Camels  and  Beads  of  Burthen  mud  be 
ready.  Any  Perfon  who  lofes  Sight  of  the  Caravan, 
cr  goes  aftray  from  it,,  is  in  great  Danger  of  periflv 
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ing  ;  but  the  Conductors  are  fo  fkilfu],  that  tho9  not 
even  the  fmalleft  Footfleps  or  Marks  are  feen  on  the 
Sand,  they  yet  never  go  out  of  their  Way.  After 
travelling  in  this  Manner  till  Noon,  the  Company- 
halt  half  an  Hour  without  unlading  the  Camels  5. 
when  refling  themfelves  a  little,  they  then  go  on 
till  three  or  four  Hours  after  Sun-fet.  As  Travellers 
have  always  the  fame  Rank  or  Place,  at  every  En¬ 
campment  as  the  firfl  Day  they  fet  out,  there  ne¬ 
ver  happens  the  leaft  Difpute  on  that  Account  *. 

We 


*  The  beft  Relation  I  have  feen  of  the  Manner  of  the  travel¬ 
ling  with  the  Caravan  is  this.  The  Guides  conduct  themfelves 
either  by  a  Sea-Compafs,  or  by  the  Stars.  A  Caravan  con= 
fills  often  of  two  or  three  hundred  Men,  and  perhaps  of  a  thou- 
fand  Bealls  of  different  Kind?,  to  fecure  them  from  the  Incurfion 
of  the  Arabs .  The  feveral  Merchandifes  are  carried  either  on 
Camels  or  Dromedaries  (whofe  Shape  is  much  the  fame)  and  the 
Camel  will  carry  feven  hundred  Weight,  there  being  no  Wheel- 
Carriages  in  Arabia ,  See.  The  above-mentioned  Bealls  kneel 
down,  to  take  up  their  Burden  ;  and  will  travel,  when  requi- 
fite,  fix  Days  or  more  without  drinking.  There  are  no  Inns  on 
thofe  Roads,  for  which  Reafon  Travellers  carry  Provifions  and 
Tents,  which  they  don’t  fet  up  except  in  bad  Weather  ;  they 
ehuling,  when  it  is  fair,  to  lodge  in  the  open  Air,  for  Fear  of 
the  thievifh  Arabs .  The  Slaves  and  Servants  drefs  their  Mailers 
Vidluals  on  the  Road  in  Manner  following  ;  they  make  a  Hole 
in  the  Ground,  and  there  they  make  a  Fire,  and  boil  the  Meat, 
CV.  As  little  Water  is  found  in  the  Defarts,  the  Travellers  pro¬ 
vide  themfelves  with  feme,  which  they  carry  in  Goat-skins. 

Before  the  Caravan  firll  fets  out,  the  Merchants  eledl,  from 
among  their  Body,  a  Commander  or  Captain  Balha,  who  regu¬ 
lates  the  Order  of  the  March,  and  fettles  all  Controverfies  which 
may  happen.  But  as  there  is  room  for  committing  various 
Frauds  in  this  Employment,  (as  thefe  Captains  pay  the  Duties, 
& c.  in  the  Journey)  few  honeft  Men  are  willing  to  accept  of  it. 
The  Merchants  commonly  ride  on  Mules  or  Horfes  ;  and  the 
poorer  Sort  of  them  on  Alfes..  The  Europeans  are  obliged  to 
carry  their  Wine  in  Skins,  on  Horfes  ;  the  Camel-Mailers,  who 
are  Mohammedans,  not  permitting  their  Camels  to  be  loaded  with 
Wine,  this  Beait  being  hatred  to  Mohammed. 

The  Ciravans  fometimes  travel  fix  Hours,  and  at  other  times 
twelve  every  Day,  accordirg  as  they  meet  with  Water,' they 
halting  at  thofe:  Places,  where  they  meet  with  any.  Every 
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We  arrived  the  6th  of  October  at  Heïaoüa ,  a  pret¬ 
ty  large  Town,  and  the  laft  fubjedt  to  the  Grand 
Signior.  It  has  a  Garifon  of  five  hundred  Janizaries 
and  three  hundred  Spahis,  commanded  by  an  OfB- 

Mafter,  with  his  Servants,  rides  about  his  Goods,  particularly* 
if  the  Night  is  dark  ;  and  this  on  account  of  a  Sett  of  cunning 
Thieves,  who  at  thofe  Times,  fomedmes  cut  the  Strings  by 
which  the  Bealls  are  failned  to  one  another,  and  then  drive 
them  away  to  fome  Dillance  before  the  Lofs  is  perceived.  One 
great  Inconveniency  which  thofe  who  travel  in  Caravans  often 
meet  with  is,  that  as  Water  is  generally  found  only  in  Wells  and 
Cifterns,  whence  not  more  than  two  or  three  People  can  draw* 
Water  at  a  l  ime,  the  Travellers  are  fomedmes  forced  to  hay 
two  Hours,  or  more,  before  they  can  get  any  ;  which  is  owing 
to  the  Rudenefs  of  the  Camel-Drivers,  who  will  not  fuller  any 
Perfon  to  draw  Water,  till  they  have  iirit  regaled  their  fe- 
veral  Beads.  ’Tis  neceffary  that  the  European  Travellers  wear 
a  Mohammedan  Drefs,  or  put  on  an  Arabian  Veil  and  Cap,  to 
prevent  their  being  hopt  at  fome  Towns;  as  well  as  feverab other 
Inconveniencies.  Theyalfo  mull  provide  themfelves  with  Boots, 
and  thefe  are  as  eafy  to  walk  in  as  Shoes  ;  but  they  don’t  heed  to 
get  Spurs,  the  Horfes  being  prick’d  forward  with  an  Iron  fix’d  to 
the  Stirrup.  When  the  Caravan  hops,  after  Sun-fet,  to  fpend 
the  Night,  a  Sett  of  poor  People,  who  make  it  their  Bufmefs  to 
attend  on  thefe  Occafions,  walk  about  the  Fields  like  Watch¬ 
men,  crying  aloud,  God  is  one ,  Be  watchful  of  yburfelues  ; 
And  when  the  Time  proper  for  marching  is  nigh,  they  give 
Notice  of  it  to  the  Captain  of  the  Caravan,  who  immediately 
commands  them  to  cry,  Saddle  your  Horfes,  and  load  your 
Goods.  All  this  is  done  with  furprizing  Difpatch  ;  and  the 
whole  Caravan  proceeds  forward  with  the  greateh  Order  and  Si¬ 
lence.  If  the  next  Stage  is  long,  and  they  cannot  arrive  at  it 
till  about  an  Hour  or  two  before  Noon,  the  Merchants  fpread 
their  Carpets  and  fit  down  to  Breakfafl;  during  which  the  Bealls 
advance  forward  flowly  with  their  Burdens. 

’Tis  faid  that  upwards  of  forty  thoufand  Pilgrims  go  to  Mec¬ 
ca  yearly,  to  vifit  Mohammed's  Tomb  ;  the  Grand  Signior  giv¬ 
ing  the  fourth  Part  of  tire  Revenues  of  Egypt  towards  defraying 
the  Expences  of  the  Caravan.  This  valt  Body  of  Devotees  is 
accompanied  with  Soldiers,  to  protedl  them  from  the  Incurfions 
■  of  the  Arabs  ;  and  followed  by  eight  or  nine  thoufand  Camels, 
laden  with  Provifions  neceffary  for  fo  long  a  Journey  through 
the  Defarts.  One  of  the  Camels  carries  the  golden  Standard, 
which  is  offered  up  with  great  Ceremony  to  Mohammed.  Several 
Caravans  fet  out  annually  from  Aleppo ,  Grand  Cairo,  &c.  for 
P erf  a,  Mecca,  SzC. 
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cer,  call’d  in  that  Country  Kajhif.  Helaoiia  is  a 
delightful  Place,  and  anfwers  exadly  to  its  Name, 
which  lignifies,  the  Country  of  Delights  or  Sweets. 
We  there  fee  a  great  many  Gardens  watered  with 
Rivulets,  and  a  va  ft  Number  of  Palm-trees,  which 
have  a  perpetual  Verdure.  There  we  find  Colo- 
quintida  *  *,  and  all  the  Fields  are  overfpread  with 
Sena,  which  grows  on  a  Shrub  about  .three  Foot 
high.  This  Drug,  of  which  the  Europeans  have  fo 
high  an  Opinion,  is  not  made  any  Ufe  of  in  this 
Country.  The  Inhabitants  of  Heloaiia ,  when  in- 
difpofed,  never  take  any  other  Remedy  but  the 
Root  of  the  Efula,  which  they  fteep  in  Milk  a  whole 
Night,  and  drink  next  Morning  after  palling  it 
through  a  Sieve.  This  Phyfic  is  exceedingly  ftrong, 
but  thofe  People  like  it,  and  praife  it  exceedingly. 
The  4~  Efula  is  a  great  Tree,  with  a  blue  Flower. 
This  Flower  forms  a  kind  of  oval  Ball  full  of  Cot¬ 
ton,  and  with  this  the  Inhabitants  make  tolerably 
fine  Linen. 

We  ftopt  four  Days  at  Helaoiia ,  to  fupply  our- 
felves  with  Water  and  Provifions,  as  we  were  going 
to  crofs  a  Defart,  where  not  a  fingle  Spring  or  Ri¬ 
vulet  are  found.  The  Heats  are  fo  violent,  and  the 
Sands  of  thofe  Defarts  fo  very  fcorching,  that  fuch 
as  walk  bare-footed,  always  find  their  Feet  fwell  in 
a  furprizing  Manner.  Neverthelefs,  the  Nights  are 
pretty  cold,  which  afflid  thofe  who  travel  in  this 
Country  with  grievous  Diftempers,  if  they  don’t 
take  the  utmoft  Care  of  themfelves.  After  travel- 
ling  two  Days  we  arrived  at  Chabba  ||,  a  Country 
full  of  Allum  ;  and  three  Days  after  at  Selyme , 

*  A  wild  Kind  of  Gourd,  extremely  bitter,  and  employed  ia 

purgative  Remedies. 

7  The  Efula  is  alfo  a  Kind  of  Plant  called  Milk-Thiftle  : 
When  corrected,  his  given  to  Perfons  afflicted  with  the  Dropfy. 

jj  Chabba  in  Arabic fgnifies  Allum .  At  Chabba  begins  the 
Kingdom  .y"  Gondola,  dependant  on  that  of  Sennas 
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where  we  drew  Water,  to  ferve  us  five  Days,  from 
an  excellent  Spring  fituated  in  the  Midd  of  that  De¬ 
fart.  Thefe  wide-extended  Solitudes,  where  we 
meet  neither  with  Birds,  wild  Beads,  Grafs,  nor 
even  fo  much  as  a  Gnat  j  and  fee  nothing  but 
Mountains  of  Sand,  Carcafes  and  Bones  of  Camels, 
drike  the  Soul  with  I  know  not  what  Horror,  which 
makes  the  Travelling  here  quite  tedious  and  difa- 
greeable.  5  T would  be  extremely  difficult  to  crois 
Thefe  frightful  Defarts  without  the  Affidance  of 
Camels.  Thefe  Beads  can  pafs  fix  or  feven  Days 
without  eating  or  drinking  -,  a  Circumdance  I  my- 
felf  fhould  never  have  believed,  had  I  not  been  a 
careful  Obferver  of  it.  A  yet  more  wonderful  In*» 
cident  of  this  Kind  isas  follows,  the  Truth  of  which 
was  allured  me  by  a  venerable  old  Man,  Brother  to 
the  Patriarch  of  Ethiopia ,  who  was  in  our  Caravan. 
He  declared  that  he  travelled  twice  from  Selyme  to 
Sudan ,  in  the  Country  of  the  Negroes  ;  and  that 
having  employed  each  Time  forty  Days  in  eroding 
the  Defarts  lying  that  Way,  the  Camels  of  his  Cara¬ 
van  did  not  once  eat  or  drink  during  all  that  Time  *. 
Three  or  four  Flours  Red  every  Night  fupports 
them*,  and  compenfates  for  the  Want  .of  Food, 

*  What  we  are  told  by  the  Authors  of  the  Mijfons  étrangères , 
in  their  hit  Relation,  is  equally  furprizing,  They  inform  us  as 
follows  concerning  feme  Chriftians  of  Cochin-China ,  who  died 
for  their  Religion. 

Of  the  four  remaining  -who  continued  in  Prifon ,  three  ftruggled 
ewith  Hunger  and  \ Thirft ,  for  perhaps  a  much  longer  Time  than 
could  be  believed  by  the  Europeans,  till  they  died ;  fori  am  of 
Opinion  thefe  -would  fcarce  think  it  pojjtbh  for  them  to  live  f@ 
long  as  they  did  -without  eating  and  drinking .  The  frfi  -was  Mr. 
Laurenço  (Lorenzo)  - who  did  not  expire  till  the  fortieth  Day  of  his 
Jmprifonmcnt .  j The  holy  old  Man  Anthony  foil o-yjtd  him  three 
Days  after ;  and  Madam  Agnes  langui/hed  till  the  forty  fixth  Day, 
and  then  quietly  breath'd  her  La  ft.  [This  Note  is  by  Father  le  Go - 
bien  ]  .  .  .  The  Proteflant  (and  lefs  credulous)  Reader,  will 
probably  think  the  Accounts  given  here  a  Fidion,  confidering 
the  Quarter  it  comes  frqm,  and  the  Motive  for  mentioning  it. 

which 
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which  muft  not  be  given  them  till  after  they  have 
drank,  for  otherwife  they  would  burft. 

The  Kingdom  of  Sudan  lies  to  the  Weft  of 
Sennar.  The  Merchants  of  Upper  Egypt  go  thither 
to  purchafe  Gold  and  Slaves.  The  Kings  of  Sennar 
and  Sudan  are  commonly  at  War.  As  to  the  Mules 
and  Aftfes,  which  alfo  are  made  IJfe  of  for  crofting 
thefe  Defarts,  they  are  allowed  only  a  fmall  Meafure  • 
of  Water  daily. 

The  26th  of  October  we  arrived  at  Machoo ,  a 
large  Town  *  on  the  eaftern  Shore  of  the  Nile . 
This  River  forms  here  two  large  Iftands  abounding 
with  Palm-trees,  Sena,  and  Coloquintida.  Machoo , 
the  only  Place  inhabited  from  Helaoüa ,  is  in  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Fungee  -f* .  It  is  fubjedt  to  the  King  of  Sen- 
mr  ;  and  here  begins  the  Country  of  the  Baroras , 
ealfd  by  us Barbarins.  The  Erbab ,  or  Govc  rnour  of 
this  Province,  being  informed  that  the  Emperour 
of  Ethiopia  had  fent  for  us  to  Court*  invited  us  to 
Argos ,  the  Place  of  his  Refidence.  This  Town 
Hands  oppoftte  to  Machoo ,  on  the  other  Side  of  the 
Niley  and  we  went  thither  in  a  Boat.  The  Gover¬ 
nor  received  us  with  great  Civility,  and  entertain¬ 
ed  us  two  Days,  which,  after  the  violent  Fatigues 
we  had  undergone,  was  extremely  agreeable.  The 
chief  Officer  of  the  Cuftoms,  who  is  Son  to  the 
King  of  Dongola  ||,  lives  alfo  at  Argos.  This  Prince 
never  appears  in  public  but  on  Horfeback,  his 
Horfe  being  covered  with  two  hundred  little  Brafs 
Bells,  which  make  a  great  Noife  -,  and  attended  by 
twenty  Horfemen,  and  two  hundred  Soldiers  armed 

*  The  French  is  grojfe  Bourgade ,  which  is  the  Diminutive  of 
Bourg ,  an  Affemblage  of  Houles,  between  a  City  and  a  Village. 

In  my  Verfion  I  generally  tranflate  Bourg  a  Town,  and  Bour¬ 
gade  a  fmall  Town. 

*f-  Called  Fungi ,  in  our  Maps. 

||  This  King  of  Dongola  >  or  Dane  ala ,  can  hardly  be  a  power» 
fol  Prince. 
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with  Lances  and  Sabres.  He  came  and  fearched  our 
Tents,  where  we  prefented  him  with  Coffee,  and 
paid  the  Duties,  conflfting  in  Soap  and  Linens. 
He  did  us  the  Honour  to  invite  us  next  Day  to  Din¬ 
ner,  and  we  waited  upon  him  accordingly  at  the 
Time  appointed.  His  Palace  is  fpacious,  and  built 
of  Brick  dried  in  the  Sun.  The  Walls  are  very 
lofty  ;  and  flank’d,  at  Intervals,  with  large  Square 
Towers,  but  without  Port-Holes,  there  being  no 
Cannon  in  that  Country,  Mufkets  being  the  only 
Fire-arms  ufed  there. 

After  flaying  a  Week  at  Machoo ,  we  left  it  the 
fourth  of  November ,  and  arrived  the  13th  at  Don - 
gola.  The  whole  Country  we  pafs’d  through  to 
this  City,  and  even  to  that  of  Sennar ,  is  extremely 
agreeable,  but  not  above  a  League  in  Breadth.  Be¬ 
yond  it  we  meet  with  nothing  but  frightful  Defarts. 
The  Nile  runs  through  the  Middle  of  this  delicious 
Plain.  Its  Banks  are  high  ;  fo  that  the  Fertility  of 
this  Country  is  not  owing,  as  in  Egypt,  to  the  In¬ 
undation  of  that  River,  but  to  the  Labour  and  In- 
duftry  of  the  Inhabitants.  As  it  rains  extremely 
feldom  in  thefe  Parts,  the  People  raife,  by  the  Help 
of  certain  Wheels  turned  by  Oxen,  a  prodigious 
Quantity  of  Water,  which  they  carry  through  the 
feveral  Lands  to  Refervoirs  dug  to  receive  it  ;  and 
hence  they  afterwards  draw  it,  v/henever  they  want 
to  water  their  Lands,  which  otherwife  would  be  bar- 
.  ren. 

Money  is  not  the  Medium  here  for  Traffic,  eve¬ 
ry  Thing  of  that  Kind  being  carried  on  by  Barter* 
as  in  the  Infant  Ages  of  the  World.  Travellers 
pure  hale  whatever  Provisions  they  want,  by  giving 
in  Exchange,  Pepper,  Anife,  Fennel,  Cloves,  Clio- 
orga,  or  Wool  died  blue,  French  Spikenard  *, 

*  A  Species  of  Lavender,  whence  the  Oleum  Spices  is  difliL 
led. 


390  TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits.” 

Egyptian  %  Mahaleb ,  and  fuch  like.  Their  on  If 
Pood  is  "Bread  made  of  Dora ,  a  fmall  round  Berry, 
with  which  they  alfo  make  a  kind  of  muddy,  very 
Ilbtafted  Beer.  As  this  Liquor  will  not  keep,  they 
are  obliged  to  make  it  aîmoft  every  Hour.  Any 
Man  who  has  got  fome  Dora-Bread,  and  a  Gourd- 
Bottle  full  of  the  unpalatable  Liquor  above-menti¬ 
oned,  of  which  they  drink  fuch  Quantities  as  to 
grow  intoxicated,  thinks  himfelf  happy,  and  en¬ 
abled  to  make  good  Cheer.  Tho*  thefe  Africans 
live  upon  fuch  (lender  Nourifhment,  they  yet  en¬ 
joy  Health,  and  are  more  robuft  and  vigorous  than 
the  Europeans .  Their  Houfes  are  low,  built  of 
Earth,  and  covered  with  Dora-Reeds  :  But  their 
Horfes  are  perfectly  beautiful,  and  the  People  are 
very  fkilful  in  breeding  them  for  the  Manege.  The 
Backs  of  their  Saddles  ff  are  very  high,  which  tires 
the  Rider  very  much.  Perfons  of  Quality  go  bare¬ 
headed,  and  with  their  Hair  difpofed  agreeably  in 
Treffes.  Their  whole  Drefs  is  only  a  (leevelefs, 
rude  Veil:  ;  and  a  Kind  of  Sole,  which  they  tie  with 
Thongs.  The  common  People  throw  a  Piece  of 
Linen  round  them  an  hundred  different  Ways, 
but  the  Children  go  almoft  naked.  All  the  Men 
carry  a  Lance,  and  this  they  take  with  them  when¬ 
ever  they  go.  The  Iron  of  it  is  hook’d,  and  fome 
are  very  neat.  Thofe  who  have  Swords,  wear  them 
hanging  at  their  Left- Arm.  Oaths  and  blafphemous 
Expreffions  are  very  common  among  thefe  rude  ig- 

*  I  know  not  whether  this  is  a  Kind  of  wild  Cherry,  or  a 
Sloe.  According  to  fome  his  the  Vaccinium  or  Black-Berry  } 
whilft  others  fay  that  his  a  Shrub  with  which  they  die  Purple  in 
France.  I  fuppofe  the  Mahaleb  bartered  in  the  Country,  treated 
of  in  the  Text,  was  ufed  for  dying. 

f  The  Original  is.  Leurs  j  elles  ont  des  appuis  bien  hauts ,  by 
which  I  fuppolè  is  meant,  that  there  are  Backs  to  them,  as  to 
thofe  in  fome  Countries  of  Europe  ;  or  elfe,  that  they  are  raifed 
very  high  on  the  Sides  j  and  tire  the  Rider's  Arms  very  much, 
when  leaning  on  them. 
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norant  Africans ,  who*  at  the  fame  time,  are  fuch 
Debauchees,  that  they  have  not  the  leaft  Idea  of  Po- 
litenefs,  Modefty,  or  Religion  ;  for  tho*  they  now 
profefs  Moharnmedanifm ,  they  know  nothing  of  it* 
except  their  Confeffion  of  Faith,  and  this  they  re¬ 
peat  iriceffantly.  A  deplorable  Circumftance,  and 
which  drew  Tears  from  Father  de  Brevedent ,  my 
dear  Companion,  is,  that  this  People,  not  long  fmce, 
profeffed  the  Chriftian  Religion,  and  loft  it  purely 
for  want  of  Perfons  zealous  enough  to  devote  them- 
felves  to  their  Inftrudtion.  We  faw,  in  our  Way,  a 
great  many  Hermits  Cells,  and  Churches  half  ru¬ 
ined. 

We  travelled  but  gently  from  Macho o  to  Dongola , 
to  eafe  ourfelves  after  our  long  journeying  through 
the  Defart.  That  Country  had  been  infefted,  but 
two  Years  before,  with  the  Plague.  It  had  raged 
with  fo  much  Violence  in  Grand  Cairo ,  where  I  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  that  Year,  and  on  which  Occafion  I 
attended  the  Sick,  that  ’twas  affirmed  ten  thoufand 
Perfons  died  of  it  daily  *.  This  dreadful  Scourge 
made  miferable  Havock  in  every  Part  of  Upper  E- 
gypt ,  and  in  the  Country  of  the  Barherins  ;  fo  that 
we  found  feveral  Towns,  as  likewife  a  great  Number 
of  Villages,  uninhabited  ;  and  wide-extended  Plains 
which  had  formerly  been  very  fruitful,  were  now 
quite  uncultivated  and  abandoned. 

Being  got  within  Sight  of  the  City  of  Dongola , 
the  Leader  of  our  Caravan  left  us,  and  went  and 
waited  upon  the  King,  to  defire  Leave  for  him  and 
his  Company  to  enter  it,  which  he  was  gracioufly 
permitted  to  do.  We  were  then  in  a  Village,  which 
is  as  a  kind  of  Suburb  to  that  City  ;  and  we  crofs’d 
the  River  in  a  Boat  kept  by  the  Prince  for  the  Ufe 
of  the  Public.  The  Goods  pay  a  certain  Duty,  but 
Paffengers  are  carried  gratis .  The  City  ol  Don - 

*  The  Plague  is  faid  to  (weep  away  prodigious  Numbers  in 

this  City  once  every  (even  Years. 

*  * 
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gold  *,  Hands  on  the  Eaftern  Banks  of  the  Nile ,  on 
the  Declivity  of  a  dry,  Tandy  Hill.  The  Houfes 
are  very  ill-built  ;  and  the  Streets  half  deferred,  and 
choaked  with  Heaps  of  Sand,  which^  the  great 
Floods  force  down  from  the  Mountains.  The  Caille 
Hands  in  the  Center  of  the  City,  and.  is  very  fpa- 
cious,  but  poorly  fortified  ;  however,  it  ferves  as  a 
Check  to  the  Arabs ,  who  inhabit  the  Plains,  where 
they  are  permitted  to  feed  their  Cattle  undifturbed, 
on  paying  a  fmall  Tribute  to  the  Mek  f  or  King  of 
Eongola.  We  had  the  Honour  to  eat  lèverai  Times 
with  this  Prince,  but  at  a  feparate  Table.  In  our 
Hrft  Audience,  he  was  dreifed  in  a  green  Velvet 
Veil  that  reached  to  the  Ground.  He  has  a  nume¬ 
rous  Guard.  Thofe  who  are  near  his  Perfon  carry 
a  lonp-  Sword  before  him,  but  unlheathed  ;  and  the 
outward  Guards  are  armed  with  Half-Pikes.  This 
Prince  came  and  vifited  us  in  our  Tent  ; .  and  as  I 
had  been  fuccefsful  in  fome  Cures,  he  invited  us  to 
refide  at  his  Court  *,  but  the  Infant  he  heard  that 
we  were  under  Engagements  to  the  Emperour  of  Eg 
ihiopiay  he  did  not  offer  to  Hop  us.  His  Kingdom  is 
Hereditary,  but  he  pays  a  Tribute  to  the  King  of 

Sennar. 

We  left  Eongola  the  6th  of  January  1699  ;  and 
four  Days  after  entered  the  Kingdom  of  Sennar . 
Ibrahim  the  Governor,  Brother  to  the  King’s  Prime 
Minifter,  whom  we  met  on  the  Frontiers,  received 
us  honourably,  and  defrayed  the  Expences  of  our 
Journey  as  far  as  Korty ,  a  large  Town  on  the  Nile% 
whither  we  arrived  the  13th  of  January ,  he  accom¬ 
panying  us  to  that  Place.  As  the  Nations  who  live 
above  Korty ,  along  the  Nile,  have  taken  up  Arms 
again  ft  the  King  of  Sennar 9  and  plunder  the  Cara- 

*  If  this  Bongola,.  is,  as  I  fuppofe  ip  to  be,  Dane  ala  >  this 
City  is  fituated  to  the  Weft  of  the  Nile ,  in  our  Maps. 

f  Ibe  Name  of  the  prefent  Mek,  (in  the  Year  1700)  or  Malek 

s>f  Don  sola  is  Achmet. 
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vans  whenever  they  pafs  through  their  Country  5 
Travellers  are  obliged  to  pafs  at  a  Diftance  from  the 
Banks  of  that  River;  then  proceed  forward  be¬ 
tween  the  Weft  and  South',  and  enter  the  vaft 
Defart  of  Bihooda, which  can’t  be  eroded  in  lefs  than 
five  Days,  though  with  ever  fo  great  Speed.  This 
Defart  is  not  fo  frightful  as  thole  of  Lyhia ,  frnce 
nothing  is  found  in  thofe  but  Sand  ;  whereas  we 
here  meet  with  Herbs  and  Trees.  After  eroding 
it,  we  returned  to  the  Banks  of  the  Nile ,  and  ar¬ 
rived  at  Derrara,  a  Town  where  we  ftopt  two 
Days.  This  Country  abounds  with  Pro  vidons* 
which  probably  is  the  Reafon  why  the  Inhabitants 
call  it  Beladalla ,  or  God’s  Country .  We  left  it  the 
26th,  and  travelled  Weftward.  We  don’t  meet 
with  a  fingle  Village  in  all  the  way  ;  but  the  Inha¬ 
bitants,  who  incamp  under  Tents,  bring  Frovifions 
to  Travellers. 

After  travelling  fome  Days  we  again  come  to  the 
Nile ,  and  arrived  at  Guerry.  This  is  the  Refidence 
of  a  Governor,  whofe  chief  Bufinefs  is  to  vifit  the 
Caravans  which  come  from  Egypt ,  in  order  to  fee 
whether  fome  Perfons  in  it  may  not  have  the  Small- 
Pox  ;  that  Dittemper  being  as  dangerous,  and  making 
as  great  Havock  in  this  Country,  as  the  Plague  in 
Europe.  The  Governor  in  Quedion  paid  us  great 
Civilities,  out  of  RefpeT  to  the  Throne  of  Ethio¬ 
pia,  for  by  this  Name  the  Emperor  of  Ethiopia  is 
diftinguifhed  ;  and  difpenfed  with  our  performing 
Quarrentain,  as  is  the  Cuftom  in  that  Place  where 
we  croffed  the  Nile. 

The  manner  of  eroding  that  River  is  very  par¬ 
ticular.  The  Paffengers  and  Goods  are  put  into  a 
Bark;  but  the  Beads  are  fattened,  at  the  Head  and 
under  the  Belly,  with  Ropes,  which  are  either 
drawn  tighter,  or  darkened,  according  as  the  Bark 
goes  forward.  The  Beads  fwim,  but  (offer  greatly 
in  their  Paffage,  and  fome  of  them  even  lofe  their 
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Lives  *,  for  though  the  Nile  is  not  wide  at  this 
Place,  5tis  deep  and  rapid.  We  left  Guerry  the  ill 
of  February ,  and  went  and  lay  at  Alfaa,  a  large 
Village  built  of  Free-Stone.  The  Inhabitants  are 
tall  and  well-fhaped. 

After  having  travelled  North-Eaft ,  to  get  clear 
of  the  great  Windings  of  the  Nile ,  and  palled  by 
the  Village  of  A  If  on  F  of  Cotran ,  and  of  Camin ; 
After  crofting  a  large  Illand  not  fpecified  in  our 
Maps,  we  arrived  at  the  Town  of  Harbagee ,  where 
we  met  with  Plenty  of  Provifions,  and  repofed  our- 
felves  a  little.  The  following  Days  we  pafled 
thro’  Forefts  of  Acacia  *,  whofe  lofty,  Thorny 
Trees  were  adorned  with  Yellow  and  Blue  Flowers, 
the  laft  of  which  diffufe  a  very  agreeable  Fragrance. 
Thefe  Groves  abound  with  fmall  Green  Paroquets; 
with  a  kind  of  Wood-hens,  and  a  multitude  of 
other  Birds  not  found  in  Europe.  At  our  leaving 
thefe  delightful  Forefts,  we  entered  into  vail  Plains 
which  appeared  exceedingly  fruitful,  and  very  well 
cultivated  :  and  travelling  fome  Time  in  thefe,  we 
at  laft,  difcovered  the  City  of  Sennar  f,  whofe  Si¬ 
tuation  feemed  inchan  ting. 

This  City,  which  is  near  a  League  and  half  in 
Circumference,  is  very  populous,  but  far  from  be¬ 
ing  neat,  and  is  very  ill-governed.  Sennar  is 
thought  to  contain  about  an  HundredThoufand  Souls, 
It  ftands  on  the  Weft  of  the  Nile,  on  an  Eminence, 

*  A  Term  in  Botany,  given  to  various  Trees,  though  very 
different  one  from  the  other.  A  Tree  of  this  Name  (alfo  called 
CaJJia)  grows  in  Egypt,  and  is  called  in  Latin ,  Spina  Ægyptia. 
It  anfwers  pretty  nearly  to  the  Defcription  given  of  this  Tree;  and 
from  it  Gum  Arabic ,  and  a  Juice  called  the  True  Acacia  are 
taken.  Other  Trees  of  a  different  kind,  tho’  called  by  the  fame 
Na  me,  grow  in  Malabar ,  in  Mefopotamia ,  the  Tefarts  of  Ara¬ 
bia,  Bra/il ,  Virginia ,  &c.  Acacia  is  alfo  a  thick  Liquid  brought 
from  the  Levant  in  Bladders.  ’  Fis  an  excellent  Ailringent, 

f  l  could  not  find  any  of  the  Towns  mentioned  in  this  Journey 
from  Dan  cala  to  Sennar ,  in  our  Maps,  and  indeed  no  Towns  are 
therein  fpecffed  between  them.  #  -, 

in 
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in  Thirteen  Degrees,  Four  Minutes,  North  Latitude, 
according  to  an  Obfervation  taken  at  Noon,  the 
2  ift  of  March  1699  *.  The  Houfes  are  but  one  Sto¬ 
ry  high,  and  ill-built  ;  but  their  Terraflfes,  which 
ferve  as  Roofs,  are  very  commodious.  As  to  the 
Suburbs,  it  confifts  of  a  number  of  poor  Huts,  made 
with  Reeds.  The  King’s  Palace  is  furrounded  with 
lofty  Walls  of  Brick  baked  in  the  Sun.  There 
does  not  appear  the  leaf!:  Regularity  in  thefe  Build¬ 
ings,  they  being  thrown  up  in  a  confufed  and  tafte- 
lels  manner.  The  Apartments  of  the  Palace  are 
richly  adorned  with  large  Carpets  after  the  manner 
of  the  Levant. 

The  very  next  Day  after  our  Arrival  we  were  pre- 
fented  to  the  King.  The  very  firft  Thing  we  did, 
at  our  going  to  this  Audience,  was  to  pull  off  our 
Shoes,  a  Ceremony  which  all  Foreigners  who  have 
Accefs  to  the  King,  are  obliged  to  obferve;  the 
Natives  never  being  permitted  to  appear  before  him 
but  bare-footed.  We  now  entered  a  fpacious  Court, 
paved  with  a  kind  of  Delft- Ware  of  various  Co¬ 
lours.  On  every  fide  of  it  Guards  were  handing  armed 
with  Lances.  Having  almoft  croffed  this  Court,  we 
were  flopt  at  a  Stone  lying  near  an  open  Hall, 
where  the  King  generally  gives  Audience  to  Em- 
baffadors.  We  faluted  the  King  after  the  Cuftom 
of  the  Country,  by  falling  on  our  Knees,  and  kif- 
fing  the  Ground  thrice.  The  Monarch  is  about 
nineteen  Tears  old,  black,  but  wdl-fhaped  and 
of  a  majeftic  Stature  ;  he  not  having  thick  Lips, 
nor  a  flat  Nofe  like  thofe  of  his  Subjects.  Pie  was 
feated  on  a  very  neat  kind  of  Sofa,  crofs-legged,  af¬ 
ter  the  manner  of  the  Eafterns  ;  and  furrounded  by 
about  twenty  old  Men,  feated  like  himfelf,  but  a 
little  below  him.  The  Monarch  was  dreffed  in  a 


*  The  City  of  Se?inar, 
JMaps. 


is  fituated  more  to  the  North  in  our 


O  2 


îç6  TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits. 

long  filken  Veil  embroidered  with  Gold,  having  a 
kind  of  Scarf  over  it,  made  of  very  fine  Cotton  *. 
He  wore  on  his  Head  a  White  Turbant  ,  and  the 
old  Men  were  dreffed  much  after  the  fame  Pafhion. 
The  Prime  Miniiler,  Handing  at  the  Entrance  of 
the  Hall,  carried  our  Compliments  to  the  King,  and 
brought  back  his  Anfwers.  We  faluted  the  Mo¬ 
narch  a  fécond  Time,  after  the  fame  manner  as  in  the 
Court  ;  and  prefented  him  with  fome  Cryftal-Glaffes, 
f£c.  and  feveral  European  Curiofities,  with  which 
he  feemed  mightily  pleafed.  The  different  Quef- 
tions  he  afked  us,  fpoke  him  a  Man  of  good  Senfe, 
and  of  an  inquifitive  Genius.  He  enquired  into 
the  Motives  of  our  Journey,  and  profeffed  the 
higheft  Regard  and  Attachment  for  the  Perfon  of 
the-  Emperor  of  Ethiopia.  After  continuing  an 
Hour  at  this  Audience,  we  withdrew,  making  three 
very  low  Bows,  He  caufed  us  to  be  attended  by  his 
Guards  to  the  Houfe  where  we  refided  -,  and  fent  us 
large  Veffels  full  of  Butter,  Honey,  and  other  Refrefh- 
ments  *,  and  likewife  two  Oxen,  and  two  Sheep. 

This  Prince  goes  twice  a  Week  and  dines  at  one 
of  his  Country-Seats,  a  League  from  the  City.  The 
Order  of  his  March  thither  is  as  follows.  Firft 
appear  three  or  four  hundred  Horfemen,  extreme¬ 
ly  well-mounted.  Next  comes  the  King  amidft  a 
great  number  of  Servants,  and  armed  Soldiers,  who 
fing  his  Praifes  with  a  loud  Voice  ;  a  Tabor 
founding  at  the  lame  Time,  which  makes  a  Har¬ 
mony  that  is  agreeable  enough.  Seven  or  eight 
hundred  Maidens  and  married  Women,  walk  con- 
fuiedly  with  thefe  Soldiers,  carrying  on  their 
Heads  large  round  Straw-Bafkets,  finely  wrought 

*  The  Original  is,  eft  ceint  d’une  efpece  d’écharpe  de  toile  de 
Coton  très  fine,  f which  may  mean ,  that  he  had  a  Sajh  of  very  fine 
Cotton  round  his  Loins .  The  Word  Echarpe,  fig u  fies  fiometimes  a 
Shoulder-Belt ,  a  Girdle ,  the  covering  for  a  Womans  Head  or 
Shoulders ,  Sc  c. 

and 
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and  of  various  Colours.  Thefe  Balkets  reprefenting 
Flowers  of  every  kind,  the  Lids  ot  which  are  in  a 
Pyramidal  Form,  cover  Copper  Diflies,  tinned 
over,  and  filled  with  Fruits  and  Viands  ready  d rel¬ 
ied.  Thefe  Dilhes  are  ferved  up  to  the  King,  and 
1  afterwards  diftributed  among  fuch  as  have  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  attending  him.  The  March  is  clofed  by 
two  or  three  hundred  Horfemen,  who  proceed  in 
the  fame  Order  as  the  firft. 

The  King,  who  never  appears  in  Public,  but 
having  his  Face  covered  with  a  Piece  of  Silk-gawze 
of  different  Colours,  fits  down  at  Table  the  Mo¬ 
ment  of  his  Arrival.  The  moft  common  Diver- 
fton  of  this  Prince  is,  to  propofe  Prizes  to  the  No¬ 
blemen  of  his  Court  -,  and  to  (hoot  at  a  Mark  with 
a  Gun,  with  whofe  Uie  they  are  not  yet  very  well  ac¬ 
quainted.  After  {pending  the  greateft  Part  of  the 
Day  in  this  Exercilfe,  he  returns  to  the  City,  in  the 
Evening,  in  the  fame  Order  as  he  came  from  it  in 
the  Morning.  He  Travels  in  this  manner  every 
Wednefday  and  Saturday.  The  other  Days  of  the 
Week  he  holds  a  Council  Morning  and  Evening  -, 
and  adminifters  Juftice  to  his  Subjects,  none  of 
whofe  Crimes  he  permits  to  go  unpuniflied.  Pro- 
fecutions  are  not  fpun  out  to  any  Length  heie.  I  lie 
Moment  a  Criminal  is  feized  he  is  carried  before 
the  Judge,  who  examines  him;  and,  in  Cafe  he 
finds  him  guilty,  condemns  him  to  die,  when  the 
Sentence  is  immediately  put  in  Execution.  The 
Criminal  being  laid  hold  on,  is  thrown  backwards 
on  the  Ground,  and  then  beat  with  Clubs,  on  the 
Bread,  till  he  expires.  This  kind  of  Punilhment 
was  inflicted,  during  our  (lay  in  Sennar,  on  one 
Jcfepb,  an  Ethiopian,  who  fome  Time  before.  Lad 
apoltatized  from  the  Chriftian  Religion,  and  turned 
Mohammedan. 

After  this  fad  Execution,  there  was  brought  to 
me  a  fick  Mohammedan  Infant,  about  five  or  fix 

O  3  •  Months 
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Months  old,  in  order  that  I  might  cure  her.  As 
the  Child  v/as  fo  ill  that  I  had  fcarce  any  Hones  of 
her  Recovery  ;  Father  Brevedent  baptized  her  fe- 
cretly,  upon  Pretence  of  giving  her  a  Medicine  ; 
and  the  Child  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  die,  after  hav¬ 
ing  being  received  into  ChrilPs  Kingdom.  One 
would  conclude,  that  the  wonderful  Providence  of 
God  was  pleafed,  by  this  happy  Incident,  to  com- 
penlate  for  the  Lofs  fuftained  by  the  weeping  Pa¬ 
rents.  Father  Brevedent ,  on  the  other  Hand,  was  fo 
overjoyed  at  his  having  opened  the  Gates  of  Plea- 
ven  to  this  Babe,  that  he  allured  me  with  fuch  Tran- 
fports  as  Vf  ords  could  never  exprefs,  that  had  he 
performed  but  this  fingle  Ad  in  his  Life-time,  he 
ihould  have  thought  himfelf  amply  rewarded  for 
all  the  Fatigues  and  Toils  he  had  undergone  during 
this  Journey. 

Every  Thing  is  vaftly  cheap  at  Sennar .  A  Ca¬ 
mel  colls  but  feven  or  eight  Livres  an  Ox  two 
Livres  and  a  half,  a  Sheep  Fifteen-pence,  and  a 
Hen  a  Penny  ;  and  fo  in  Proportion  for  other  Pro- 
vifions.  The  People  don’t  care  for  Wheaten  Bread, 
and,  therefore  they  never  make  any  but  for  Fo¬ 
reigners.  The  Bread  eaten  by  them  is  made  of 
Bora ,  a  fmall  Grain  or  Berry  mentioned  before. 
This  Bread  is  good,  when  new;  but  when  above  a 
Day  old,  dis  fo  infipid  that  there’s  no  eating  it. 
’Tis  made  in  the  Form  of  a  large  Cake,  and  about 
the  Thicknefs  of  a  Crown-Piece.  The  Merchan¬ 
dizes  of  this  Country  are.  Elephant’s  Teeth,  Ta¬ 
marinds,  Civet,  Tobacco,  Gold  Duff,  &V.  *  The 
Market  is  held  every  Day  in  the  open  Square,  in 
the  Center  of  the  City,  where  Provilions  and  Mer¬ 
chandizes  of  every  kind  are  fold.  There  is  another 
Market  for  Slaves,  in  the  open  Square  before  the 

*  Whenever  our  Author  /peaks  of  Money,  vue  are  to  under- 
fand  that  of  France.  A  Livre  is  worth  Ten-pence,  half-penny 
Engl  i/o.  Twenty  Pence,  or  Sols,  make  a  Livre. 
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King’s  Palace.  Thefe  fit  on  the  Ground  crofs- 
legged,  the  IVIen  and  Boys  on  one  Side,  and  tne 
Women  and  Girls  on  the  other.  A  very  ftrong, 
■robuft  Slave  is  purchafed  for  Ten  Crowns  *,  for 
which  Reafon  the  Egyptian  Merchants  carry  off 
great  Numbers  of  them  annually. 

The  fmalleft  Money  ufed  in  Sennar  is  worth  a 
Double  +  -,  and  is  a  little  Bit  of  Iron,  fhaped  like 
St.  Anthony’ s  Crofs.  The  Fadda  comes  from  Turkey. 
’Tis  a  Silver  Piece,  very  thin  -,  of  a  lefs  Size 
than  the  Denier  j  ;  and  is  worth  a  little  more  than  a 
French  Penny  or  Sol  ||.  Befides  thefe  two  Sorts  of 
Coins,  thofe  in  Uie  are  only  Spanifh  Reals  and  Pieces 
of  Eight  -,  and  thefe  muft  be  round,  the  fquare  Ones 
not  paffing  current  here.  In  this  Country  a  Piece 
of  Eight  is  worth  about  four  Livres.  _ 

The  Heats  of  Sennar  **  are  fo  violent,  that  a 
Perfon  can  fcarce  breathe  in  Day-time.  Thefe 
Heats  begin  in  January ,  and  end  at  the  Clole  of 
April.  They  are  fucceeded  by  heavy  Showers  of 
Rain,  which  lad  Three  Months,  infeft  the  Air, 
and  caufe  a  great  Mortality  among  Men  and  Cattle. 
This  is  partly  owing  to  the  Indolence  of  the  floven- 
ly  Inhabitants,  who  negleét  to  drain  off  the  Wa¬ 
ters  -,  thefe  ftagnate,  and  afterwards  corrupting,  raife 
malignant  Vapours. 

Thefe  People  are  naturally  knavHh  ;  and,  at  the 
fame  Time,  very  fuperftitious,  _  and  ftrongly  at¬ 
tached  to  their  Religion,  which  is  the  TAbhcn/yiwsdciîi, 
Whenever  they  meet  a  Çhriftian  in  the  Streets,  they 

*  A  French  Crown  (confining  of  Three  Livres)  is  worth 

about  Two  Shillings  and  Nine-Pence,  EngUJh. 

4  A  French  Brafs  Coin  njjorth  tnvo  Demers. 

•f  A  French  Brafs  Coin ,  the  Twelfth  Part  of  a  Penny » 

jj  The  Original  is,  un  Sol  Marqué ,  that  is,  a  in  a  iked  or 
ftamped  Penny  ;  fignifying  a  Stamp  made,  by  the  King  ot 
France's  Order,  on  every  Sol  or  Penny,  to  increafe  its  Value  a 
little. 

**  Sennar,  in  Arabic,  figntfes  Foifon  and  Fire . 

Ô  4  always 
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always  repeat  their  ConfdTion  of  Faith,  which  is, 
'There  is  hut  one  God ,  and  Mohammed  is  his  Prophet . 
They  are  not  allowed  Brandy,  Wine,  nor  even 
Mead  ;  and  never  drink  any  of  thofe  Liquors  ex¬ 
cept  in  private.  Their  ufual  Liquor  is  a  Sort  of  Beef  ' 
fbmething  like  that  at  Dongola .  9Tis  called  Booza  ; 
is  vaftly  thick,  very  ill-rafted,  and  thus  prepared. 
They  roaft  at  the  Fire  the  Berry  Bora  ;  they  then 
throw  it  into  cold  Water  ;  and,  after  letting  it  foak 
Twenty-four  Flours,  drink  it.  They  alfo  are  very 
fond  of  Coffee,  which  Liquor  is  not  drunk  in  Ethi¬ 
opia. 

The  Women  of  Quality  wear  a  Garment  of  Silk 
or  of  very  fine  Cotton,  with  large  Sleeves,  which 
defcend  to  the  Ground.  Their  Flair  is  hound  in 
Treffes  ;  and  adorned  with  Rings  of  Silver,  Cop¬ 
per,  Brafs,  Ivory,  or  Glafs  of  different  Colours. 
Thefe  Rings  are  fixed  to  their  Hair  in  the  Form  of 
Crowns  ;  and  their  Arms,  Legs,  Ears,  and  even 
Noftrils,  are  decked  with  them.  Their  Fingers 
are  filled  with  Rings,  the  Stones  of  which  are  not 
true.  They  wear  nothing  on  their  Feet,  but  a  Sole 
•which  is  tied  on  with  Strings.  The  Wives  and 
Maidens  among  the  common  People,  are  covered 
only  from  the  Girdle  to  the  Knee. 

The  Merchandizes  brought  into  the  Kingdom  of 
Sennar  are  Spices,  Paper,  Brafs,  Iron,  Brafs-Wire, 
Vermilion,  White  and  Yellow  Arfenic,  Toys, 
French  Spica,  Egyptian  Mahaleb,  which  is  a  Berry 
of  (Iron g  Scent  ;  Chaplets  of  Glafs  Beads,  made 
in  Venice ,  of  all  Colours  ^  and  a  Black  Colour,  cal¬ 
led  by  that  People  Kool ,  and  ufed  by  them,  to 
darken  the  Eyes  and  Eye-brows,  upon  which  Ac¬ 
count  it  is  highly  valued.  All  the  Commodities  a- 
bove-mentioned,  fell  likewife  in  Abyjjinia ,  but  with 
this  Difference,  that  the  largeft  Glafs  Beads  are 
efteenied  in  Sennar,  and  the  fmalleft  in  Ethiopia . 

The 
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The  Merchants  of  Sennar  carry  on  a  great  Traf¬ 
fic  Eaftward.  At  the  Seafon  of  the  Monfoons  they 
take  Shipping  at  Saqueni  *  {landing  on  the  Red 
Sea.  The  Pearl-fifhing  carried  on  there,  and  the 
Town  of  Saquem ,  belong  to  the  Grand  SigniorB 
From  thence  they  crofs  to  Mocha  *f*,  a  City  of  Ara¬ 
bia  Fceltx ,  and  fubjeét  to  the  King  of  Temen  \  and 
afterwards  go  to  Surat,  whither  they  carry  Gold, 
Civet,  Elephants  Teeth  ;  and  bring  from  thence 
Spices,  and  other  Commodities  of  India.  The  Mer¬ 
chants  commonly  employ  two  Years  in  this  Voy¬ 
age. 

When  the  King  of  Sennar  dies,  the  great  Coun¬ 
cil  meet  ;  and  then,  purfuant  to  a  moft  horrid  Cuf- 
tom,  murther  all  the  Brothers  of  the  Prince  who  is 
to  afcend  the  Throne.  Prince  Gorech  was  con¬ 
cealed  till  the  Death  of  the  King  his  Brother  ;  his 
Nurfe  having  carried  him  away  unknown  to  this 
bloody  Council.  A  Brother  of  the  reigning  Mo¬ 
narch  was  like  wife  preferved.  This  Prince  is  now 
at  the  Ethiopian  Court,  where  he  is  greatly  diftin- 
guifhed  on  Account  of  his  Merit  and  Birth. 

After  fpending  Three  Months  in  the  Court  of  the 
King  of  Sennar ,  who  paid  us  the  greateft  Honours, 
we  took  leave  of  him.  He  was  fo  gracious  as  to 
order  us  a  Safe-guard,  called  by  the  Natives  Soccori9 
who  were  to  defray  all  our  Expences,  and  conduct 
us  to  the  Frontiers  of  his  Kingdom.  We  then  got  into 

*  ’Tis  fubjeft  to  the  Turks f  and  governed  by  a  Beglerbeg. 
*Tis  a  good  Harbour,  and  very  much  frequented  ;  and  ftands 
about  fourfcore  Leagues  to  the  North  of  Erquico  or  Arquica. 
Some  take  this  City  for  that  of  the  Troglodytes ,  called  antiently 
Eiolemais  Ferarum ,  and  Epitheras. 

f  Mocha ,  is  the  Capital,  of  a  Kingdom.  About  200  Years 
fince  it  was  only  an  inconfiderable  V  illage,  but  is  now  a  very  po¬ 
pulous  Town,  where  a  great  Trade  is  carried  on.  The  Streets 
are  wide  ;  the  Houfes  either  ©f  Brick  or  Stone,  and  the  Shops 
njake  a  handfome  Appearance,  The  Europeans  trade  chiefly 
for  Coffee  here. 

the 
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the  large  Body  of  a  Tree,  fcooped  in  the  Form  of 
a  Bark  or  Boat;  and  eroding  the  Nile  the  12th  of 
May  1 699,  we  went  and  encamped  at  Basboch ,  a 
large  Village,  half  a  League  from  the  City  of  Sennar. 
We  waited  there  three  Days  till  our  whole  Caravan 
was  aflembled,  and  fet  out  in  the  Evening  of  the 
15th  of  May.  We  travelled  all  Night  to  Baer  as ,  a 
Town,  the  Lord  of  which  was  a  venerable  old 
Man,  one  hundred  and  thirty  Years  of  Age,  who 
yet  feemed  to  be  fo  very  (Iron g  and  vigorous,  that 
we  did  not  think  him  to  be  above  forty  *.  He 
had  ferved  under  five  Kings  of  Sennar .  We  paid 
him  a  Vifir,  on  which  Occafion  he  received  us  very 
gracioufly,  and  enquired  about  the  Affairs  of  Eu % 
rope .  We  made  him  a  little  Prefen t,  in  return  for 
which  he  fent  fome  Provifions  to  our  Tent.  We 
proceeded  forward  and  arrived  nexq  Day,  at  Abec, 
a  mean  Hamlet,  where  nothing  is  feen  but  fome 
poor  Shepherds  Cotts  ;  and,  on  the  Morrow,  we 
came  to  ^ Baha ,  after  travelling  ten  Hours  without 
flopping  any  where.  Baha  is  a  fmall  Village,  on  an 
Arm  of  the  Nile  which  was  then  dry.  The  19th 
we  fet  forward  and  lay  at  Dodar ,  as  infignificant  a 
Place  as  Baha  ;  and  on  the  Morrow,  after  travelling 
lour  Hours,  came  to  Abra,  a  Town,  where  we  kloft 
two  of  our  Camels,  which  we  recover’d  with 
great  Difficulty.  We  got  to  Debarkay  a  Village; 
from  thence  to  another  called  j Bulbul  ;  and  after  tra-* 
veiling  through  a  very  beautiful,  populous  Country, 
arrived  the  25th  of  May<>  at  Geafim  fy  a  Town 
Handing  on  the  Banks  of  the  Nile ,  and  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  a  Foreft,  the  Trees  of  which  differ  greatly 

*  I  fancy  Dr.  Poncet's  Eyes  mull  have  deceived  him  on  this 
Occafion  ;  it  fcarce  being  poffible,  I  believe,  for  any  Alan  fo 
much  more  than  an  Hundred  Years  of  Age,  not  to  appear 
above  Forty. 

■f  I  hnd  none  of  the  Towns,  mentioned  from  Sennar ,  in  our 
Maps.  1  believe  this  Part  of  the  World  is  very  little  known  to 

the  Europeans. 

from 
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from  thofe  we  had  feen  hitherto.  They  are  taller 
than  our  loftieft  Oaks  ;  and  home  are  fo  thick,  that 
nine  Men  together  cannot  embrace  them.  Their 
Leaf  is  like  that  of  a  Melon  ;  and  their  Fruit, 
which  is  vaftly  bitter, refembles  the  Gourd  ;  and  fome 
of  them  are  round.  At  Geaftm  I  alfo  faw  fome  of 
thofe  large  Trees  which  are  naturally  hollow.  We 
entered,  through  a  little  Door,  into  a  kind  of 
Room  open  at  Top-,  and  fo  large  that  fifty  Ferfons 
might  eafily  (land  upright  in  it. 

I  faw  another  Tree  called  Geling  *,  which  is  not 
larger  than  our  Oaks,  but  as  lofty  as  the  above- 
mentioned  Tree.  Its  Fruit  is  fhaped  like  our  Wa¬ 
ter-Melon,  but  a  little  fmaller.  ’Tis  divided,  with¬ 
in,  into  little  Cells,  filled  with  Yellow  Berries  or 
Grains,  and  fuch  a  Subfiance  as  very  much  re¬ 
fembles  powdered  Sugar.  This  Subftance  is  a  little 
fowerifh,  but  pleafant,  of  a  good  Flavour,  and 
extremely  refrefhing;  and  confequently  very  de¬ 
lightful  in  this  exceffively  hot  Country.  The  Rind 
is  hard  and  thick.  The  Flower  of  this  Tree  has 
five  Leaves  as  White  as  the  Lilly,  and  the  Berry 
refembles  that  of  the  Poppy. 

There  is  likewife,  in  this  Country,  another  kind 

of  Tree  called  Deleh  f.  JTis  double  the  height  of 

\ 

*  The  Original  is  Gelhigue.  I  don’t  find  this  Word  in  any  of 
iny  Dictionaries. 

•j-  I  have  not  met  with  this  Tree  in  any  of  my  Lexicons. 
In  the  Religious  Ceremonies  oj  all  Nations ,  Vol.  III.  pag.  269. 
London  1731-,  Folio;  mention  is  made  of  a  Tree  growing  in 
the  Ifland  of  Moeli ,  called  the  GaJfia-'Xxtz.  **  The  manner 
(fays  the  Author)  how  the  Sticks  are  made,  in  which  that 
“  kind  of  purgative  Gum  is  put,  is  pretty  well  known  in  Eu~ 
“  rope.  They  are  long  and  dry  when  ripe  ;  and  whenever  the 
Wind  blows,  the  Sticks  with  which  thofe  Trees  are  loaded 
wave  up  and  down,  and  thus  finking  againft  one  another, 
form  a  very  itrange  Noife  to  fuch  Perfons  as  don’t  know 
“  what  it  is  owing  to;  efpecially  if  they  happen  to  be  in  a  Fo- 
“  reft,  when  they  fometimes  hear  this  clafhing  Sound  at  a  great 
Diiiance  from  them.” 
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the  Palm-Tree,  and  in  much  the  fame  Form.  Its 
Leaves  are  like  that  of  a  Fan,  but  larger  ;  its  Fruit 
is  round,  andin  Clufters  ;  and,  and  from  the  Stalk 
to  the  middle  Part  of  it,  a  little  larger  than  thofe 
above-mentioned.  This  Fruit  is  covered  with  five 
very  hard  Shells,  which  form  a  kind  of  Cup.  3Tis 
Yellow  when  ripe  ;  and  its  Rind  is  fo  very  thick  and 
hard,  that  when  thefe  Trees  are  fhaken  by  the 
Winds  ;  the  Fruits  ftriking  one  againft  the  other, 
make  a  dreadful  Noife.  Should  any  one  of  them 
break  away  on  thefe  Occafions,  and  fall  upon  a 
Man’s  Head,  it  would  certainly  kill  him.  The 
Shell  of  this  Fruit  being  broke,  (which  is  not  done 
without  Difficulty)  we  perceive  a  great  Number  of 
Filaments,  containing  a  Subftance  very  like  Honey. 
This  Subftance,  which  fmells  like  Balm,  is  fo  fweet 
and  grateful,  that  I  don’t  remember  ever  to  have 
tailed  any  Thing  more  delicious.  In  the  middle  of 
this  Subftance  is  a  large,  hard,  brown  Lentil  ;  and 
this  is  the  Seed  of  the  Tree  in  queftion.  Befides  the 
Fruit  above-mentioned,  this  Tree  bears  alfo  ano¬ 
ther  fhaped  like  a  Raddifh,  and  covered  with  three 
Rinds  which  muft  be  taken  off,  and  has  the  Tafte 
of  boiled  Cheftnuts. 

The  Domi  is  as  the  Male  of  the  Daleh .  ’Tis  not 
half  the  height  of  the  Palm-Tree  ;  but  its  Leaves 
are  almoft  as  long,  and  twice  the  breadth.  Of 
thefe  they  make  Baikets,  Matts,  and  even  Sails  for 
fuch  Veftels  as  go  on  the  Red-Sea .  This  Tree  pro¬ 
duces  Fruit  a  Foot  long,  covered  with  five  or  fix 
Leaves,  the  Subftance  of  which  is  white,  fweet  as 
Milk,  and  very  nourifhing. 

The  Tree  called  Coogles  *,  is  likewife  of  a  ftu- 
pendous  Size.  Thefe  are  nine  or  ten  thick  Trees 
twifted  together,  very  irregularly.  It  bears  a  little 
Leaf,  but  no  Fruit,  and  only  fmall  blue  Flowers 

*  C  angles  in  French . 
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that  have  no  Smell.  There  are  lèverai  other  Trees, 
wholly  unknown  to  Europeans ,  in  thefe  wide-ex¬ 
tended  Forefts. 

We  (laid  nineteen  Days  in  Geafim  *.  This 
Town  is  half  way  between  the  City  of  Sennar  and 
the  Confines  of  Ethiopia  -,  and  in  the  Tenth  Degree 
of  North  Latitude,  according  to  the  Obfervation 
made  by  Father  Brevedent  f.  Travellers  who  ar¬ 
rive  at  Geafim  are  obliged  to  fell  their  Camels  on 
Account  of  the  Mountains  they  mull  crofis,  and 
which  produce  Herbs  that  poifon  thefe  Beads.  For 
this  Reafon  the  Ethiopians  employ  only  Mules  and 
Horfes,  which  are  not  Ihod.  The  Camels  are  fold 
at  Geafim ,  upon  this  Condition,  that  the  Venders 
lhall  make  Ufe  of  them  as  far  as  Girana,  where 
they  are  fetch’d  by  the  Furchafers.  At  Geafim  we 
faw  a  Caravan  of  Gibertis  or  Mohammedans,  depen¬ 
dent  on  the  Emperour  of  Ethiopia,  who  treats  them 
like  (laves,  agreeably  to  their  Name.  The  Reafon 
of  our  long  Stay  at  Geafim  was  on  Account  of  the 
Death  of  the  Queen,  Mother  to  the  King  of  Sennar. 
The  Officer  who  concluded  us  returned  to  Sennar 
for  frelh  Orders  from  his  Sovereign,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  wait  for  him.  This  proved  a  fad  Dis¬ 
appointment  to  us,  the  Rains  falling  in  this  Place. 
At  fir  ft  they  did  not  fall  till  after  Sun-fet.  Thefe 
Showers  are  always  preceeded  by  Thunder  and 
Lightning.  The  Sky,  in  the  Day-time,  is  vaftly 
ferene,  but  the  Heat  is  intolerable. 

We  left  Geafim  the  1 1  th  of  June  -,  and  after  tra¬ 
velling  five  Hours,  came  to  a  Village  call’d  Deleb, 
on  Account  of  the  vaft  Viftos  of  the  Trees  fo  named, 
which  extend  out  of  Sight.  We  travelled  a  long 

*  Giefim,  in  the  Original. 

f  This  Town  (Geafim  )  mu  ft  be  very  far  in  Alyjfinia ,  accord¬ 
ing  to  our  Maps,  and  a  confiderable  Way  higher  than  the  Sources 
of  the  Nile.  Either  our  Geographers,  or  our  Traveller  muft 
be  miftaken. 

Way 
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Way  in  thefe  delightful  Allies,  they  being  planted 
chequer-wife.  The  next  Day  we  arrived  at  Sho 
a  Village  fituated  on  the  Nile  ;  and  the  Day  follow¬ 
ing  at  Abotkna ,  where  we  faw  a  Kind  of  Box,  which 
is  neither  fo  leafy  nor  fo  flrong  as  ours.  All  this 
Way  we  came  thro*  vafl  Groves  of  Tamarind -trees, 
which  have  a  perpetual  Verdure,  and  the  Leaf  is 
larger  than  that  of  the  Cyprefs-tree.  The  Tree  in 
queftion  produces  fmall  blue,  odoriferous  Flowers, 
and  a  Fruit  very  like  the  Plumb.  5Tis  called  Er- 
deb  in  this  Country.  Thefe  Foreffs  of  Tamarind- 
trees  are  fo  very  tufted  that  the  Sun  cannot  pierce 
through  them.  We  fpent  the  following  Night  in 
the  Valley  of  Sonnone ,  in  the  Middle  of  a  beautiful 
Meadow  -,  and  in  two  Days  reached  Serka  a  neat 
City,  confiding  of  five  or  fix  hundred  Houfes,  which 
are  very  pretty,  tho’  built  only  of  Indian  Canes  or 
Reeds.  Serka  (lands  in  a  fine  Valley,  furrounded 
with  Mountains.  At  our  going  out  of  this  City 
we  come  to  a  fmall  River,  which  feparates  Ethiopia 
from  the  Kingdom  of  Sennar. 

From  Serka ,  which  we  left  on  the  20th  of  'June , 
to  Gondar  j|,  the  Capital  of  Ethiopia ,  we  met  with  a 
great  Number  of  fine  Springs;  and  an  almofl  conti¬ 
nual  Range  of  Mountains,  in  different  Forms,  but 
all  very  agreeable,  and  covered  with  Trees  unknown 
in  Europe ,  which  feemed  to  us  loftier  and  more  beau- 

*  Chau,  in  the  Original. 

•j-  Serké ,  in  French.  All  thefe  Parts  Teem  Ferra  incognita  to 
the  Europeans. 

||  Other  Writers, and  particularly  Ludolf,  (Ithink)  calltheCapital 
of  Abyjpiniar  Ambara ,  being  alfo  the  Name  of  a  Province.  Either 
they  or  our  Traveller  muit  be  miftaken,  unlefs  fame  Change 
fhould  have  happened  in  Ethiopia,  knee  the  Time  of  Ludolf,  &c. 
I  fuppofe,  however,  that  this  City  Gondar ,  is  that  call’d  Gontar , 
placed  in  about  i  3  Degrees  of  North  Latitude  by  Moll.  If  it  be 
true  that  the  AbyJJinian  Monarch  generally  keeps  his  Court  in  a 
Camp,  and  the  People  live  more  under  Tents  than  in  Houfes, 
I  don’t  know  any  Place  in  Ethiopia ,  which  we  could  properly 
call  a  Capital. 


tiful 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits.  207 

tiful  than  thofe  of  Sennar .  Thefe  Mountains,  fome 
of  which  are  pyramidal,  and  others  in  the  Form 
of  a  Cone,  are  fo  well  cultivated,  that  not  the  lead: 
Spot  is  fullered  to  lie  ufelefs  *,  and  at  the  fame  time, 
are  fo  populous,  that  a  Traveller  would  imagine 
them  to  be  one  continued  City.  The  next  Day  we 
lay  at  EambiJJo,  a  large  Village  belonging  to  the  Pa¬ 
triarch  of  Ethiopia ,  and  on  the  Morrow  we  reached 
Ahead ,  Situated  on  a  high  Mountain,  covered  with 
Sycamore- trees.  The  Country,  quite  from  G  e  of  mi 
to  this  Place,  is  covered  with  Cotton.  The  23d  of 
June  we  flopt  in  a  Valley  full  of  Ebony-trees,  ard 
Indian  Canes,  where  a  Lion  carried  off  one  of  our 
Camels.  Lions  are  common  in  this  Country,  and 
their  Roaring  is  heard  all  Night  -,  Travellers  fecure 
themfelves  from  them  by  lighting  up  and  keeping 
in  great  Fires.  On  thefe  Mountains  are  found 
Squinautes  *,  and  a  great  many  other  aromatic 
Plants  and  Herbs. 

The  24th  we  crofs’d  the  River  of  Gandova  -f,  which 
is  very  deep  and  very  rapid,  whence  the  croffmg  of 
it  is  rendered  vaflly  dangerous.  ’Tis  not  quite  fo 
wide  as  the  Seine  at  Paris.  It  rufhes  from  the 
Mountains  with  fo  much  Impetuofity  that,  in  over¬ 
flowing,  it  drags  along  all  Things  in  its  Way.  On 
thefe  Occafions,  it  fome  times  fwells  to  fuch  a  De¬ 
gree,  that  5 tis  ten  Days  before  Travellers  can  get 
over.  As  the  River  happened  to  be  very  low  at  that 
time,  we  crofs’d  it  with  Eafe.  This  River  falls  in¬ 
to  another  call’d  Eekefel  j|  ,  or  the  dreadful  %  and 
thefe  two  Rivers  uniting  together  empty  themfelves 
in  the  Nile .  We  crofs’d  two  other  large  Rivers  011 
the  Morrow.  Their  Banks  were  lin’d  with  Box- 

*  I  have  not  been  able  to  make  any  Difcovery  with  regard  to 
this  Plant. 

f  I  don’t  find  this  River  in  our  Maps. 

j|  I  fuppofe  this  is  the  River  call’d  Taca%e  in  Moll,  which  takes 
a  long  Courte,  and  empties  itfeif  in  the  Nile, 
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trees,  of  a  furprizing  Thicknefs,  and  as  tall  as  our 
Beach-trees.  That  Day  one  of  our  Beads  of  Bur¬ 
then  draying  from  the  Caravan,  was  bit  in  the 
Thigh  by  a  Bear.  The  Wound  was  large  and  dan¬ 
gerous  ;  but  the  People  of  the  Country  applying 
only  a  Caudic  and  Fire  to  it,  the  Bead  was  perfect¬ 
ly  cured. 

The  26th  we  entered  a  wide  Plain,  covered  with 
Pomegranate-trees  ;  and  fpent  the  Night  there  in 
Sight  of  Girana ,  whither  we  arrived  next  Day. 
Ghana  is  a  Village  on  the  Top  of  a  Mountain, 
whence  we  have  a  Profpedt  of  the  fined  Country  in 
the  World  *.  Here  we  travel  in  another  manner, 
we  quitting  our  Camels  in  order  to  ride  on  Horfe- 
back,  as  was  before  obferved.  The  Lord  of  Girana 
came  and  paid  us  a  Vifit,  and  ordered  Refrefhments 
to  be  brought  us.  Here  we  found  a  Guard  of 
Thirty  Men  fent  by  the  Emperor  of  Ethiopia  for 
our  Security,  and  in  honour  to  the  Patriarch’s  Bro¬ 
ther  who  was  in  our  Caravan  ;  and  we  were  freed 
from  all  Care  of  the  Baggage,  purfuant  to  the 
Cudom  of  that  Empire.  The  manner  of  doing 
this  is  as  follows. 

When  the  Emperor  of  Ethiopia  invites  any  Per- 
fon  to  his  Court,  his  Baggage  is  intruded  with  the 
Lord  of  the  fird  Village,  which  happens  to  lie  in 
the  Way.  This  Lord  puts  it  into  the  Hands  of 
his  Vaflals,  who  are  obliged  to  carry  it  to  the 
neighbouring  Village.  Thefe  give  it  to  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  fécond  Village,  who  carry  it  to  the 
next  they  meet  with  -,  and  fo  on  till  it  gets  to  the 
Capital  ;  all  which  is  performed  with  furprifing 
Exa&nefs  and  Fidelity. 

*  The  mol!  efteemed  Travellers,  who  have  been  in  AbyJJtnia% 
declare  it  to  be  either  furrounded  by  Mountains,  or  by  Defarts 
that  are  next  to  unpayable.  But  that  the  Country  within  thefe 
is  vaftly  beautiful  and  level,  watered  by  feveral  fine  Rivers, 
and  diverfified  with  Woods  and  Plains,  hocked  with  Palm-trees, 
Dates  and  Cedars. 

The 
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The  Rains,  the  Fatigue  of  the  Journey,  and  ef- 
pecialiy  Father  Brevedent* s  Indifpofition,  obliged  us 
to  Fay  forne  Days  in  Girana.  We  left  it  the  fir  ft 
of  July  ;  and  after  travelling  three  Flours,  over 
Mountains,  and  through  almoft  unpaffable  Ways, 
we  arrived  at  Barangea  \  and  the  next  Day  at  Shel- 
ga  *,  a  large,  and  beautiful  City  furrounded  with 
Aloes.  This  is  a  Place  of  great  Trade  ;  a  Market 
is  kept  there  every  Day,  whither  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  neighbouring  Towns  come  to  fell  Civet,  Gold, 
and  all  forts  of  Cattle  and  Provisions.  The  King 
of  Sennar  keeps,  in  this  City,  with  the  confent 
of  the  Emperor  of  Ethiopia ,  a  Cuftom-houfe  Offi¬ 
cer,  who  receives  the  Duty  paid  on  all  the  Cotton 
brought  out  of  his  Kingdom  into  Ethiopia  %  and 
thefe  Duties  are  equally  divided  between  the  two 
Princes.  Two  Leagues,  from  Shelga ,  Northward, 
is  feen  a  Torrent  which  falls  from  a  very  high  and 
very  fteep  Mountain,  and  forms  fuch  a  natural 
Cafcade  as  Art  could  fcarcely  imitate.  As  the  Wa¬ 
ter  of  this  Cafcade  is  divided  into  various  Canals  or 
Streams,  it  paffes  through  the  whole  Country,  and 
renders  it  vaftly  fruitful. 

The  third  of  July  we  arrived  at  Barko ,  a  fmall 
but  very  pretty  City,  {landing  in  the  mid  ft  of  a 
molt  agreeable  Plain,  and  half  a  Day’s  Journey 
from  the  Capital  of  Ethiopia .  We  were  forced  to 
flop  in  this  Place,  I  rnyfelf  falling  grievoufly  fick  ; 
and  my  dear  Companion  Father  Breve  dent ,  being 
in  a  few  Days  brought  near  his  End,  occa honed 
by  his  taking  a  violent  Purge  of  Ricinus  America- 
nus  called  Cataputia ,  which  had  been  prefcribed 

*  Chelga ,  in  French.  I  don’t  find  either  this  or  Barangoa , 
in  our  Maps. 

f  In  French ,  Pignons  d'Inde .  I  am  not  fure  whether  this  is 
the  Ricinus  a imericanus ,  which  is  the  Fruit  of  a  d  ree,  very 
common  in  the  Ifland  Antilles  in  America.  It  grows  to  the 
height  of  a  Figtree,  and  is  ihaped  like  it.  This  Fruit  purges 
violently  downwards,  and  fometimes  upwards, 

P  for 
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for  him,  very  improperly,  at  'Tripoli  in  Syria .  This 
Medicine  which  is  ever  dangerous  in  the  Opinion  of 
a  very  learned  Man  *,  had  thrown  him  into  a  very 
troubiefome  Purging,  which  he  had  always  con¬ 
cealed  from  me,  out  of  Modefty.  I  no  fooner 
heard  of  his  lllnefs,  but  I  got  myfelf  carried  to  his 
Chamber,  notwithstanding  my  being  vaftly  out  of 
Order.  My  Tears  rather  than  my  Expreffions  in¬ 
formed  him  that  1  thought  it  was  impoffible  for  me 
to  do  him  any  Service,  and  that  his  Difeafe  was 
mortal.  Thefe  Tears  were  iincere  ;  and  could  I 
have  laved  him,  though  1  had  loll  my  own  Life,  I 
Hiould  have  facrificed  it  with  Pleafure.  But  he  was 
ripe  for  Heaven,  and  the  Almighty  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  recompence  his  Apoilolical  Labours.  I  had 
known  him  at  Grand  Cairo ,  where  his  Reputation 
was  fo  great,  that  it  was  believed  God  had  indulged 
him  with  more  than  ordinary  Graces  ;  and  even  en¬ 
dowed  him  with  the  Gift  of  Miracles  and  Pro¬ 
phecy  R 

This  is  the  Idea  I  had  formed  to  myfelf  of  him 
from  common  Fame,  the  Truth  of  which  I  myfelf 
afterwards  knew  perfedly,  by  various  Predidtions, 
with  regard  to  his  own  Death  -,  and  by  feveral  other 
Things  which  happened  to  me  exadlly  as  he  had 
foretold  them.  During  his  whole  Journey,  the  Al¬ 
mighty  was  the  only  Topic  of  his  Difcourfe;  and 
his  Words  were  forcible,  and  in  fuch  a  flrain  of 
Piety,  that  they  made  the  deepelt  Impreffion  on  my 
Mind.  In  his  latter  Moments,  his  Heart  feemed 
almoft  infenilble  to  any  Emotions,  except  thofe  of 
Love  and  Gratitude  towards  his  Creator  ;  and  thefe 
Emotions  were  fo  rapturous  that  I  ftiall  never  for¬ 
get  them.  In  fuch  Sentiments  this  holy  Man 

'*  Phi’ of.  Cofmopol. 

f  Dr.  Poucet  Perns  here,  and  on  one  Occafion  or  two  more, 
to  be  of  a  iuperftitious  Turn  of  Mind;  though  in  other  Re- 
ipe&s  an  agreeable  Wçktr. 

,v'  2  breathed 
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breathed  his  lad,  in  a  Foreign  Land,  within  fight 
of  the  Capital  of  Ethiopia  j  in  like  manner  as  S r. 
Francis  Xavier ,  whofe  Name- fake  he  was,  formerly 
died  before  China ,  juft  as  he  was  entering  it,  in  the 
Defign  of  winning  over  that  Empire  to  Chrift. 

To  do  Juftice  to  Father  Brevedenf  s  Character,  I 
muft  declare  that  I  never  knew  a  Man  who  d i (co¬ 
vered  greater  Intrepidity  in  Danger  ;  more  Firm- 
nefs  and  Refolution  in  fupporting  the  Caufe  of  Re¬ 
ligion  ;  or  more  Modefty  and  Piety  in  his  general 
Behaviour  and  Conduct.  He  died  the  9th  of  July 
i6yc)i  at  Three  in  the  Afternoon.  Several  Ethio¬ 
pian  Friars,  who  happened  to  fee  him  expire,  were 
fo  touched,  fo  edified  by  it,  that  I  don’t  doubt  but 
theyftl  preferve,  as  long  as  they  live,  a  great  Vene¬ 
ration  for  the  Memory  of  this  holy  Miffionary. 
Thefe  Friars  came  on  the  Morrow  in  a  Body,  d ref- 
fed  in  their  facerdotal  Veftments,  with  each  an  Iron 
Crofs  in  his  Hand.  After  offering  up  the  Prayers 
for  the  dead,  and  making  the  ufual  perfumings  with 
Incenfe,  they  themfeives  carried  the  Body  into  a 
Church  dedicated  to  the  Bleffed  Virgin,  and  buried 
it  there. 

My  Illnefs,  and  the  Grief  with  which  I  was 
feized,  detained  me  i  n  Bar  ko  till  the  21ft  of  July, 
when  I  fet  out  for  Gondar  J,  at  which  City  I  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  Evening.  I  alighted  at  the  Palace, 
where  an  Apartment  was  prepared  for  me  near  that 
of  one  of  the  Emperor’s  Children.  The  very  next 
Day  I  had  the  Honour  to  fee  this  Monarch,  who, 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  difcovered  the  greateft 
Goodnefs  for  me,  expreffed  his  Sorrow  for  the  Death 
of  my  Companion,  whofe  Merit  and  Capacity  had 
been  hinted  to  him.  He  bid  me  take  all  the  reft 
neceffary  for  the  Recovery  of  my  Health,  before  I 
attempted  to  appear  in  Public.  He  ufed  to  come, 

X  ' This  Capital  City  is  called  Gondar  a  Cat  ma,  that  is,  City 
of  the  Seal. 
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through  a  little  Gallery  which  led  to  my  Apart¬ 
ment,0  and  vifit  me  altnoft  every  Day  :  and  when 
I  had  a  little  more  Strength,  which  the  Toils  and  Fa¬ 
tigues  of  my  Journey  had  greatly  impaired,  I  had 
the  Honour  to  be  admitted  to  a  Public  Audience, 
■on  the  ioth  of  Augufi,  about  ten  in  the  Morning. 
Some  Perfons  came  then  to  my  Room  ;  and  after 
making  me  crofs  upwards  of  Twenty  Apartments  *, 
I  found  myfelf  in  a  Hall  where  the  Emperor  was 
feated  on  his  Throne.  ’1  was  a  kind  of  Sofa,  co¬ 
vered  with  a  Carpet  of  red  Damalk  enriched  with 
Gold  Flowers.  Around  were  placed  large  Cufhions 
worked  with  Gold.  This  Throne,  the  Feet  of 
which  are  of  folid  Gold,  was  placed  at  the  upper 
End  of  the  Hall,  in  an  Alcove  covered  with  a 
Dome  all  fhining  with  Gold  and  Blue.  The  Em¬ 
peror  was  in  a  filken  Veil  embroidered  with  Gold, 
with  very  long  Sleeves  :  and  the  Sa(h  which  went 
round  him  was  embroidered  in  the  lame  I  afte.  Fie 
was  bare-headed,  and  his  Hair  was  difpofed  very 
agreeably  in  Treffes.  A  large  Emerald  f  glittered 
above  his  Forehead,  and  diffufed  an  Air  of  Majefty. 
He  was  alone  in  his  Alcove,  feated  on  his  Couch,  and 
crofs'-legged  after  the  manner  of  the  Eafterns.  The 
chief  Noblemen  flood  in  a  Line  on  each  fide  of  him, 

*  This  muft  be  a  large  Pile  of  Building,  contrary  to  what  we 
are  told  by  feme  Writers,  who  affirm  that  there  are  none  of  any 
confiderable  Extent  in  Abyjpnia .  Thefe  Travellers  relates,  that 
the  Monarch  in  queftion,generally  keeps, as  was  before  obferved, 
his  Court  in  a  Camp,  which  is  difpofed  in  the  Form  of  Streets  : 
As  he  is  ever  attended  by  his  Nobles,  Officers,  Tradefman,  &c. 
this  Camp  never  fails  of  being  well  fupplied  with  Provifions,  àfc. 
But  moll  Writers  affirm  that  the  Buildings  in  Abyjpnia  are  very 
mean,  being  fo  many  Huts  made  only  of  Clay  and  little  Pieces 
of  Wood  :  That  the  AbyJJinians ,  when  the  Europeans  firft  came 
among  them,  about  two  Centuries  ago,  had  neither  Palaces, 
Churches,  nor  walled  Towns  :  However,  that  the  Miffionaries 
afterwards  taught  them  to  build  thefe  ;  but  that  very  few  of  them 
are  Handing  at  this  Time. 

f  ’Tis  related,  that  the  Lrgeil  Emeralds  in  the  World  come 
fr©m  this  Country. 

their 
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their  Hands  croffed  ;  and  they  obferved  a  refpedful 
Siî  ence. 

Being  come  to  the  Foot  of  the  Throne,  I  made 
three  very  low  Bows  to  the  Emperor,  and  killed  Ins 
Hand.  This  is  an  Honour  he  indulges  only  to  fuch 
Perlons  as  he  is  pleafed  to  didinguifh  for  as  to 
others,  he  does  not  give  them  his  Hands  to  kifs  till 
after  they  have  prodrated  themfelves  three  Times* 
and  killed  his  Feet.  I  then  preferred  him  with  the 
Letter  written  by  Mr.  JS/laillet ,  the  French  Conful, 
which  beino-  interpreted  that  Indant,  feemed  to  give 
him  Satisfaction. ?  He  afked  me  feveral  Queftion 
concerning  the  Perfon  of  his  Majefty,  whom  he 
fpoke  of  as  the  greated  and  mod  poweiful  Pnnce  in 
Europe  *  ;  concerning  the  State  of  the  Royal  Fa¬ 
mily,  and  the  Grandeur  and  Forces  of  France, 
After  having  anfwered  thefe  feveral  Quedions,  I 
gave  him  my  Prefents,  confiding  in  Pictures,  Look- 
fng-Glafles,  Vafes  of  Chryftal,  and  other  Works 
in  Glafs  all  curioudy  wrought.  The  Emperor  re¬ 
ceived  them  very  graciouQy  •,  and  as  I  was  dill 
weak,  he  commanded  me  to  fit  down,  when  a 
magnificent  Collation  was  ferved  up. 

The  next  Day  the  Monarch  himfelf,  and  one  of 
his  Children,  began  to  enter  upon  a  Courfe  of 
phyfic  ;  and  both  followed  my  Prefcriptions  very 
exaCtly  •,  and  thefe  were  fo  happy  in  their  EffeCts, 
that  they  were  perfectly  cured  in  a  diort  Finie. 
This  Succefs  won  me  new  Favour,  fo  that  the  Em¬ 
peror  treated  me  with  greater  Familial  ity  than  be¬ 
fore.  He  feemed  to  be  of  a  very  devout  Frame  of 
Mind.  Though  he  was  dill  under  a  Courfe  of  Phy¬ 
tic,  he  yet  refolved  to  receive  the  Sacrament  ;  and 
to  appear  in  Public  on  the  Day  of  the  Alfumption 
of  the  Virgin,  to  which  the  Ethiopians  pay  a  parti- 

*  The  French  feldom  or  never  fail  to  exalt  theft  own  Monarch* 
on  all  Occahons,  and  in  all  Places. 
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cular  Regard.  The  Monarch  invited  me  to  that  Ce- 
lemony,  and  accordingly  I  went  to  it  about  eight 
o  Ciock.  .  J  law  about  Twelve  Thoufand  Men 
orawn  up  in  Battle  Array,  in  the  great  Court  of  the 
Paiace  The  Emperor’s  Head  was  then  covered 
with  a  Piece  of  Muffin  Freaked  with  Gold  Threads, 
Vv  iucn  formed  a  kind  of  Crown  after  the  manner  of 
the  Antients,  having  the  middle  Part  of  his  Head 
bju  e  ;  and  he  wore  a  Veft  of  Blue  Velvet,  adorned  with 
Go.ta  blowers,  which  reached  to  the  Ground.  His 
Siioes  were  after  the  Indian  Fafhion,  wrought  with 
Pearls  m  Flowers.  Two  Princes  of  the  Blood,  in 
fpkiidid  Di  elles,  waited  for  him  at  the  Gate  of  the 
1  alace,  holding  a  magnificent  Canopy,  under  which 
the  Emperor  walked,  preceded  by  his  Trum- 
pets,  Kettle-Drums,  Fifes,  Harps,  Hautboys,  and 
othci  Inltru  merits,  which  formed  an  agreeable  Sym¬ 
phony  He  was  followed  by  the  feven  chief  Mini- 
Peis  of  trie  Empire,  who  held  each  other  by  the 
Aim;  their  Pleads  being  covered  much  after  the 
fame  manner  with  that  of  the  Emperor,  with  every 
one  a  Lance  in  his  Hand.  The  Minifter  who 
warned  in  the  middle  was  bare-headed,  and  carried 
tm  Imperial  Crown,  which  leaned  again!!  his  Sto¬ 
mach,  and  Teemed  to  give  him  Pain.  "  This  Crown, 
V'Tiich  is  clofe,  and  adorned  at  the  Top  with  a  Crofs 
of  Jewels,  is  vaftly  magnificent.  I  marched  in  the 
fame  Rank  with  the  Minifters,  in  a  Turkijh  Drefs  ; 
and  led  by  an  Officer  whofe  Arm  was  under  mine. 
The  Crown  Officers  all  holding  by  one  another  in 
the  lame  manner,  followed,  finging  alternately  in 
Praife  of  the  Emperor.  The  Mufketeers  dreffed 
in  dole- bodied  Veils  of  different  Colours,  came  af- 

*  We  are  told  that  the  Ahyjjînian  Monarch  is  crowned  in  one 
cf  the  chief  Churches,  with  a  Sort  of  Coronet  ,  enriched  with 
glittering  Siones,and  which  their  Metropolitan  Places  on  his  Head, 
before  his  Nobles  and  Clergy  :  And  that  Anthems  are  fung,  and 
Cans  fired  on'thofe  Occahons. 
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terwards  ,  and  were  followed  by  Archers,  ai  med 
with  Bows  and  Arrows.  The  March  was  clofed  by 
the  Emperor’s  led  Plorfes,  in  fplendid  Trappings  ; 
and  covered  with  very  rich  Gold  Stuffs  which  reach¬ 
ed  to  the  Ground,  and  over  thefe  were  very  beauti¬ 
ful  Tyger-Skins. 

The  Patriarch,  cloathed  in  his  Pontifical  Veft- 
ments  wrought  with  Gold  Croffes  flood  at  the  Cha¬ 
pel-Door,  accompanied  by -near  an  hundred  Friars 
dreffed  in  White'.  They  were  drawn  up  in  two 
Lines,  each  holding  an  Iron  Crois-,  feme  being 
within,  and  others  without  the  Chapel.  1.  he  i  At  1  in¬ 
arch,  at  his  Entrance  into  the  Chapel  called  Tenfa 
Chriftos ,  or  the  Church  of  the  Refurre&ion,  took 
the  Emperor  by  the  Right-hand  -,  and  led  hum  near 
to  the  Altar,  through  two  Lines  of  Friars  each  oi 
whom  held  a  lighted  Torch.,  The  Canopy  was 
carried  over  the  Emperor  till  fuch  Time  as  he  came 
to  his  Defk,  which  was  covered  with  a  rich  Car¬ 
pet,  and  very  like  the  Defies  of  the  Italian  Prelates. 
The  Emperor  flood  almoft  the  whole  Time  till  the 
receiving  of  the  Sacrament,  which  the  Patriarch  ad- 
miniftred  to  him  uncier  both  kinds.  The  Ceremo¬ 
nies  of  the  Mafs  *  are  beautiful  and  majeftic  ;  but 
I  have  not  fo  diftindl  an  Idea  of  them,  as  to  be 
able  to  deferibe  them  in  this  Place. 

The  Ceremony  being  ended,  two  Cannon  were 
fired,  in  the  fame  manner  as  at  the  Entrance,  and 
then  the  Emperor  left  the  Chapel,  and  returned  to 


*,  gy  this  Expreflion,  one  would  imagine  that  Doftor  Poncet 
would,  have  it  iuppofed,  that  the  E thiopians  iolernnize  jVlafs  as  th^ 
Roman-Catholicks.  But  according  to  the  belt  Authors, the  Religion 
of  the  Ethiopians  Teems  to  be  a  Mixture  of  ChnJUanity  and  J  ri¬ 
dai  fm  ;  the  former  of  the  two  coming  nearer  to  the  Greek  Church 
than  that  of  the  Latins  :  For  Ms  laid,  that  they  keep  both 
the  jewijb  and  Chrijlian  Sabbath  ;  that  they  ufe  Circumcifion 
and  Baptifm.  *Tis  generally  agreed,  that  they  adminiÜer  the 
Sacrament  in  both  kinds  ;  and  believe  in  the  real  Prefence,  but 
not  in  Tranfubitantiatiom 
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the  Palace  in  the  fame  Order  he  came  to  it.  The 
Minifler  who  carried  the  Crown  gave  it  to  the  chief 
Treafurer,  who  carried  it  to  the  Treafury,  attend¬ 
ed  by  a  Company  of  Fufiliers.  The  Emperor  be¬ 
ing  entered  the  great  Hall  of  the  Palace,  featcd 
himfelf  on  a  very  high  Throne;  having  the  two 
Princes  his  Sons,  on  each  fide,  and  after  them  the 
Mi  ni  fiers.  With  regard  to  myfelf,  I  was  placed 
oppofite  to  the  Monarch.  All  flood  filent,  and  with 
tneir  Arms  a-crofs.  I  he  Emperor  having  taken 
lOiiiC  h/lcao,  anti  Orange  Peel,  which  was  prefentecl 
to  him  m  a  golden  Cup  ;  inch  as  had  any  Favour  to 
foe  for  came  in  ;  when  advancing  to  the  Foot  of  the 
Throne,  one  of  the  Miniilers  took  their  Petitions,  and 
read  them  aloud.  The  Emperor  himfelf  alfo  read 
them  fome times,  and  immediately  anfwered  them. 

The  Monarch  dined  that  Day  in  Public,  and  in 
the  moil  auguft  manner  pra&ifed  on  certain  Occa- 
fions.  Pie  fat  on  a  iort  of  Bed,  and  had  a  large 
I  able  before  him.  There  were  lèverai  other  lower 
Ones  for  the  Lords  of  his  Court.  The  Viands  eat 
on  thefe  Occafions  are  Beef,  Mutton  and  Fowls. 
They  are  generally  toiled  up  Ragoo  Fafhion  ;  but 
ure  leafoned  fb  ftrongly  with  Pepper,  and  other 
Spices  unknown  tous,  tnat  an  European  cannot  re- 
si in  them.  They  are  ferved  in  China  Di flies,  and 
fingly?  l  faw  no  wild  Fowl,  and  was  allured  that 
tnc  Etonians  never  eat  any,  I  was  furpnzed  to 
obier ve  raw  Beef  let  upon  the  Emperor’s  Table, 
lis  leafoned  after  a  very  particular  manner.  A 
piece  of  Beef  being  cut  into  Pieces,  thefe  are  fprink- 
the  Hail  of  the  Ox,  which  is  an  excellent 
Diflolventp  and  they  then  are  powdered  with  Pep- 
pei  and  Spices.  Phis  Ragoo,  which  according  to 
them,  is  the  moft  exquifite  Difh  that  can  be  tailed, 

Joathlome  Paiate.  The  Emperor  did  not 
touch  it,  upon  my  alluring  him  that  nothing  would 
^  Ojuiious  to  his  Health.  X  here  alfo  is  ano¬ 
ther 
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ther  Way  of  feafoning  raw  Meats.  Thefe  People 
take,  from  the  Paunches  of  Oxen,  Herbs  which  the 
Bead  had  not  yet  digefled.  Thefe  they  mix  with 
the  Meat  ;  and  adding  Muflard,  make  a  Ragoo  of 
the  Whole,  which  they  call  Menta .  This  Ragoo  is 
ftill  more  unpalatable  than  the  former. 

As  the  Table  at  which  I  was  feated,  flood  near 
that  of  the  Emperor,  he  fpoke  to  me  often.  His 
Difcourfe  generally  turn’d  on  the  Perfon  of  our  King, 
and  the  Wonders  of  his  Reign.  He  told  me  he 
was  charm’d  with  the  Character  which  one  of  his 
Embaffadors,  at  his  Return  from  lndia9  gave  of 
him  -,  and  that  he  confider’d  our  Prince  as  the  Hero 
of  Europe.  All  the  Difhes  are  tailed  here  as  in 
France ,  an  Officer  tailing  of  them  feve rally  as  they 
are  ferv’d  up  to  the  Emperor.  That  Monarch  firll 
drank  a  little  Brandy,  prefented  to  him  in  a  Chryllal 
Veffiel  ;  and  Mead,  during  the  whole  Entertainment. 
If  he  happens  to  commit  any  Excels,  it  is  hinted  to 
him,  on  which  Occafion  he  rifes  from  Table  that 
Inftant  *. 

The  Reader  will  probably  wonder  to  hear, 
that  in  a  Country  where  there  are  fuch  excellent 
Grapes,  Mead  only  ffiould  be  drunk.  This  fur- 
priz’d  me  at  Bril  ;  but  I  was  told,  that  f  Wine  made 
with  Grapes  would  not  keep,  on  Account  of  the  vi¬ 
olent  Heat  ;  and  as  it  corrupts  fo  foon,  the  Empe¬ 
ror  does  not  love  it  any  more  than  the  common 
People  ;  whereas  Mead,  which  is  univerfally  liked, 
is  made  in  Manner  following  f.  They  take  Barley, 
snake  it  fprout,  and  road  it  in  much  the  fame  Mam 

*  What  European  Monarch  would  permit  this  ? 

’Tis  neverthelefs  laid,  by  home  "Travellers,  that.no  Prelent 
is  more  agreeable  from  an  European  to  the  AbyJJinian  Monarch, 
than  feme  Bottles  of  our  Wine. 

t  One  great  Reaion,  very  polTibly,  why  Mead  or  Metheg- 
l.in  is  drunk  fo  much  in  this  Country,  r,  becaufe  it  abounds 
very  much  in  Honey.  'Tis  like  wife  laid,  that  they  have  Li¬ 
quors  made  of  Wheat  and  Rice. 
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ner  as  we  do  Coffee,  and  then  pound  it.  The  fame 
is  done  to  a  Root  call’d  Taddo,  which  grows  in  the 
Country.  They  then  take  a  Veifel  varni fil’d  over, 
when  pouring  in  feme  Water,  and  a  fourth  Part 
Honey,  they  mix  them  ;  and  to  ten  Pounds  of  this 
Water  put  two  Ounces  of  Barley,  and  two  Ounces 
of  Taddo.  The  whole  is  mix’d  together,  and 
being  left  to  ferment  three  Hours  in  a  warm  place, 
they  ftir  it  from  time  to  time  ;  and  three  Days  after 
this  they  have  excellent  Mead,  pure,  clarified,  and 
of  the  Colour  of  Spanijh  white  Wine.  This  is  a 
delightful  Liquor,  but  requires  a  more  vigorous  Sto¬ 
mach  than  mine.  ’Tis  {Iron g  y  and  the  Abyjfmims 
draw  a  Brandy  from  it  which  is  as  good  as  ours. 

After  the  Entertainment,  the  Emprefs  came  and 
paid  a  Vifit  to  the  Emperor.  She  was  cover’d  with 
Jewels,  and  her  whole  Drefs  was  magnificent.  This 
Princefs,  is  of  a  white  Complexion,  and  her  Air  and 
Gait  declare  her  Dignity.  The  Moment  fiie  ap¬ 
pear'd.  the  whole  Court  withdrew  out  of  Refpedl  ; 
but  the  Emperor  bid  me  and  the  Friar,  who  ferv’d 
as  Interpreter,  flay.  The  Emprefs  confulted  me 
about  certain  Inconveniencies  fhe  complain’d  of  \ 
and  afterwards  ask’d  wfiiether  the  French  Ladies  are 
well  fhap’d  ;  fhe  likewife  enquir’d  about  their  Drefs, 
and  what  were  their  mofi  dual  Employments  *. 

The  Palace  is  large  and  fpacious,  and  delight¬ 
fully  fituated.  It  ftancls  in  the  Center  of  the  City, 
on  an  Eminence  which  furveys  the  whole  Country. 
3Tis  about  a  League  round  f  The  Walls  are  of 

Free» 

*  If  our  Traveller  gave  the  Emprefs  a  genuine  Account  of 
the  Manner  in  which  the  French  Ladies  pafs  their  'Lime,  it  mult 
have  appear’d  extremely  odd  to  her. 

f  According  to  molt  Relations  of  ÆyJJînia ,  one  wou’d  not  have 
imagin’d  that  there  had  been  any  Building  of  the  vaft  Dimen¬ 
sions  ol  this  Palace  ;  nor  that  there  were  any  Cities  in  this  Coun¬ 
try  as  large  as  our  Traveller  afterwards  declares  Gondar  to  be. 

J  Tis  ufually  faid,  that  the  Houfes  of  the  common  People 

are 
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Free-ftone,  flank’d  with  Towers,  on  which  aro 
rais’d  great  Stone-CrofTes.  There  are  four  Imperial 
Chapels  within  the  Pa  Tee  ;  and  thefe  are  call’d  Bait 
Chrtftian ,  as  are  other  Churches  of  the  Empire, 
that  is,  Houfes  of  the  Chnfiians.  An  hundred  Fri¬ 
ars  officiate  in  them  ;  and  thefe  Friars  have  like- 
wife  the  Direction  of  a  College,  where  the  Officers 
of  the  Palace  are  taught  to  read  the  Scriptures. 

The  Princefs  Helcia ,  Sifter  to  the  Emperor,  has 
a  magnificent  Palace  in  the  City  of  Gondar.  As 
the  PrincefTes  in  Ethiopia  are  not  allow’d  to  marry 
Foreigners,  one  of  the  chief  Lords  of  the  Empire 
is  her  Husband.  She  goes  thrice  a  Week  to  the 
Palace  to  vifit  the  Emperor  her  Brother,  who  has 
the  greateft  Efteem  and  Friendfhip  lor  her.  When¬ 
ever  that  Lady  appears  in  public,  fhe  is  mounted  on 
a  Mule  richly  caparifon’d  ,  with  two  of  her  Women 
(one  on  each  Side)  carrying  a  Canopy.  She  is  fur- 
rounded  by  four  or  five  hundred  Women  fmging 
Verfes  in  her  praife  ;  and  founding  Tabors  in  a  very 
fprightly  Tone.  Some  of  the  Floufes  in  Gondar  are 
built  after  the  European  Manner  ;  but  moft  of  them 
are  in  the  Form  of  a  Cone 

Altho’  the  City  of  Gondar  is  three  or  four  Leagues 
in  Circumference,  it  yet  has  not  the  beautiful  Air 
of  our  Cities,  nor  can  ever  have  it,  becaufe  the 
Houfes  are  but  of  one  Story,  and  there  are  no  Shops  ; 
notwithftanding  which  a  great  Trade  is  carried  on 
here  f .  All  the  Merchants  or  Tradefmen  meet  in 

a  vaftly 

are  only  little  Hats  of  green  Boughs  and  Clay.  When  Relations 
of  the  fame  Thing  or  Place  are  direcdly  oppofite,  a  thinking 
Man  is  naturally  apt  to  be  a  Sceptic  on  thofe  Occasions. 

*  The  French  is,  a  un  e?itonnoir  renverfé,  i.  e.  to  a  Funnel 
Handing  on  the  bread  End. 

'f'  T  he  chief  Trade  of  the  AbyJJiniaris  is,  they  barter  Gold, 
Emeralds,  and  fine  Horfes,  for  Silks,  Stufts,  Calicoes,  Linen 
and  Carpets.  Very  few  AbyJJinians  travel  into  other  Countries, 
fo  that  their  T  rade  is  manag’d  by  Arabians,  Jews,  or  %Arme- 
nians.  The  Turks  will  not  let  them  traffick  with  any  other 

'Nation 
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a  vaftly  large  open  Place,  to  tranfadt  their  Bufineis3 
and  there  the  lèverai  Commodities  are  expos’d  to  Sale. 
The  Market  lafts  from  Morning  till  Night,  and 
Commodities  of  every  Kind  are  fold  in  it.  Every 
Trader  has  a  Place  fit  for  his  Furpofe,  where  the 
Goods  he  fells  are  fpread  on  a  Mat.  The  Monies 
carrent  in  this  Country  are  *  Gold  and  Salt.  Gold 
is  not  coin’d  with  the  Prince’s  Image,  as  in  Europe , 
but  continues  in  Ingots,  which  the  Traders  cut,  as 
they  have  Occalion,  from  an  Ounce  to  half  a  Dram, 
worth  thirty  Pence  of  our  Money  -,  and  to  prevent 
it’s  being  debas’d,  there  are  Goldfmiths  every 
where,  who  make  an  Effay  of  it.  Rock-fa! t  (ex¬ 
ceedingly  white  and  hard)  is  us’d  as  the  fmall  Mo¬ 
ney:  ’Tis  taken  out  of  the  Mountain  Lafta ,  whence 
’tis  carry’d  into  the  Emperor’s  Warehoufes,  and 
there  cut  into  large  fiat  Pieces  -f  call’d  Arnooli,  and 
into  half  Pieces  call’d  Coorman.’  Every  Arnooli  is 
a  Foot  long,  and  three  Inches  thick.  Ten  of  thefe 
Arnooli  are  worth  three  French  Crowns.  They  are 
broke  according  as  the  Payment  is  greater  or  lefs  ; 
and  this  Salt  is  employ’d  not  only  as  Money,  but 
likewife  for  domeftic  Ufes. 

There  are  about  an  hundred,  Churches  in  the  Ci¬ 
ty  of  Gondar.  The  Patriarch,  who  is  the  Head  in 
religious  Matters  J,  and  refides  in  a  noble  Palace 
near  the  patriarchal  Church,  is  fubordinate  to  the 
Patriarch  of  Alexandria ,  who  confecrates  him.  He 
nominates  the  feveral  Superiors  of  the  Monafteries, 

Nation  but  themfelves  ;  and  on  this  Account,  maintain  a  ftridi: 
Guard  upon  the  Red  Sea ,  to  keep  out  every  other  People. 

*  ’Tis  faid  there  are  vaft  Quantities  of  Gold  in  this  Empire, 
th o’  there  are  no  Gold  Mines  wrought. 

•j-  :Ibe  Original  fays.  On  le  forme  en  Tablettes,  which  ligni¬ 
fies  literally,  in  the  Shape  of  Lozenges. 

£  According  to  the  moil  approved  Travellers,  the  Emperor 
is  Head  in  Spirituals  as  well  as  iu  Temporals. 
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and  has  an  abfolute  Power  over  all  the  Monks 
who  are  very  numerous  ;  there  being  no  other  Frieds 
in  Ethiopia  except  thefe,  as  there  are  no  other  Bi- 
Ihops  bun  the  Patriarch.  The  Emperor  pays  the 
latter  the  higheft  Regard.  He  order’d  me  to  vifit 
him,  and  gave  me  fome  Curiofities  to  prefent  him 
with.  This  Prelate,  whofe  Name  is  Abona  Marcos , 
receiv’d  me  very  civilly  -,  when  putting  a  Stole  about 
my  Neck,  and  holding  an  enamel’d  Crois  in  his 
Hand,  he  repeated  certain  Prayers  over  my  Head, 
as  a  Declaration  that  he  would  confider  me,  from 
this  Time,  as  one  of  his  Flock  and  of  his  Sons. 
The  Priefts  have  a  great  Afcendant  over  the  People, 
but  they  fometimes  make  an  ill  IJfe  of  it.  The 
Emperor  Atee  Bafilee ,  Grandfather  to  the  Monarch 
who  now  fways  the  Sceptre  fo  glorioufly,  caus’d  fe- 
ven  Thoufand  of  them  to  be  thrown  headlong  from 
the  Mountain  of  Balho ,  for  rebelling  again  ft  him. 
The  Reader  may  form  a  Judgment  of  the  vaft 
Multitude  there  are  in  this  Empire,  from  what  X 
was  one  Day  told  by  the  PredecelTor  of  the  prefent 
Patriarch,  viz.  that  he  had  made,  in  one  Ordination, 
ten  Thoufand  Priefts  and  fix  Thoufand  Deacons. 
The  whole  Ceremony  of  Ordination  conlifts  in  this  : 
The  Patriarch,  being  feated,  reads  the  Beginning 
of  St.  John9 s  Gofpel  over  the  Heads  of  fuch  as  are 
to  be  ordained  Priefts  ;  and  gives  them  his  Bleffing 
with  an  Iron  Crofs  f  weighing  feven  or  eight  Pounds, 

*  Thefe  Monks  do  not  dwell  in  Cloifters,  but  live  in  feparate 
Hutts,  a  great  Number  of  which  are  rais’d  near  ibme  Church* 
where  every  Monk  officiates  in  his  Turn  ;  and  each  of  thefe  Vil¬ 
lages,  if  I  may  fo  term  them,  of  Hutts,  is  fubjebt  to  an  Abbot. 
Thefe  Monks  till  the  Ground,  and  fupport  themfelves  by  their 
Labour  ;  which  cannot  be  laid  of  many  of  thole  among  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholicks.  The  AhyJJiman  Monks  are  not  allow'd  to 
marry,  which  poffibly  mult  be  underitood  only  of  fuch  as  are 
in  Presbyter’s  or  Prieifts  Orders  ;  it  being  Paid  that  Sub-presby¬ 
ters,  Deacons,  and  Sub-deacons  may  marry  once. 

t  T  he  Clergy  always  have  a  Crofs  in  their  Hands,  which  all 
who  meet  them  kifs.  They  have  no  Images  in  their  Churches, 
but  many  Pi&ures. 


which 
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which  he  holds  in  his  Hand.  As  to  the  Deacons, 
he  only  gives  them  his  Bleffing  without  reading  the 
Gofpel. 

The  PredecefTor  of  the  prefent  Patriarch,  who 
had  been  the  Emperor’s  Tutor  or  Governor,  died, 
during  my  Abode,  in  the  City  of  Gondar.  Tho’ 
he  had  been  remov’d  on  Account  of  his  irregular 
Life,  neverthelefs  the  Monarch,  out  of  Gratitude 
for  the  excellent  Education  he  had  receiv’d  from  his 
Preceptor,  had  always  fhewn  him  a  particular  Af- 
feftion.  He  fell  lick  at  Tanket ,  a  Country-feat  of 
his.  The  Emperor  commanded  me  to  vifit  him, 
and  defir’d  me  to  preferve  the  Life  of  a  Man  who 
was  dear  to  him.  I  accordingly  (laid  two  Days 
with  him,  to  enquire  into  his  Diftemper;  when 
finding  it  would  be  impoffible  for  him  to  recover, 

I  did  not  adminifter  a  fingle  Dofe  of  Phyfick,  left 
1  fhould  lofe  my  Reputation  among  an  ignorant 
People,  who  poffibly  would  have  reported  that  I 
had  killed  him  ;  he  dying  two  Days  after. 

At  my  Return,  I  met  with  the  moft  extraordi¬ 
nary  Accident  that  ever  befd  me.  I  was  coming 
from  Gondar ,  attended  by  my  Servants,  mounted 
on  a  Mule  ;  that  Beaft  being  generally  us’d  in  this 
Country  for  travelling.  The  Mule  took  Fright  on 
a  fudden,  and  run  away  with  the  utmoft  Fury,  tho9 
I  did  ail  that  lay  in  my  Power  to  ftop  him.  I  crofs’d 
with  dreadful  Swiftnels  three  vaftly  deep  Precipices, 
without  receiving  the  leaft  Hurt.  I  feem’d,  by  a 
particular  Protection  of  Heaven,  as  faftned  to  the 
Beaft,  who  rather  flew  than  ran.  Moorat ,  whom 
the  Emperor  has'  fent  Embaffador  to  France ,  and 
is  now  in  Grand  Cairo ,  where  he  waits  for  his  Or¬ 
ders,  as  well  as  all  my  Servants,  were  Eye-witneftes 
to  this  furprizing  Accident,  which  Father  Brevedent 
foretold  me  a  little  before  he  died 

i 

*  /  am  forry  to  fnd  tleefe  Weakneffes  in  our  Traveller. 


The 
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The  Emperor  Teem’d  inconfolable  on  Account  of 
the  old  Patriarch’s  Death.  He  went  into  Mourning 
fix  Weeks  ;  and,  during  the  firlt  Fortnight,  be¬ 
wail'd  him  twice  a  Day.  A  Purple  Drefs  is  us'd 
(by  Princes)  for  Mourning  in  Ethiopia ,  as  in  France . 

The  Ethiopians  hate  the  Mohammedans  and  Euro¬ 
peans  much  alike,  the  Occafion  of  which  is  as  fol¬ 
lows.  The  Mohammedans  riling  to  great  Power  in 
Ethiopia ,  in  the  Beginning  of  the  fixteenth  Cen¬ 
tury,  feiz’d  upon  the  Government  :  But  the  AbyJJi- 
nians  abhorring  their  fevere  and  odious  Yoke,  call’d 
to  their  Affiftance  the  Portugueze,  who,  at  that 
Time,  were  famous  in  India,  where  they  were  juft: 
fettled.  Thefe  new  Conquerors  were  extremely  well 
pleas’d  to  have  free  Accefs  to  Ethiopia.  Accord¬ 
ingly  they  march’d  again  ft  the  Mohammedans ,  fought, 
defeated  them  entirely,  and  reftored  the  Imperial 
Family  to  the  Throne.  The  important  Service  the 
Portugueze  did  on  this  Occafion,  made  them  confi- 
derable  in  the  Court  of  Ethiopia ,  for  which  Reafon 
many  of  them  fettled  there,  and  were  honour’d  with 
the  chief  Employments.  Their  Numbers  increafing, 
their  Manners  became  deprav’d  ;  and  they  at  laft 
grew  fo  infolent,  that  the  Ethiopians  were  fir’d  with 
Jealoufy,  imagin’d  that  they  defign’d  to  feize  on 
their  Country,  and  make  it  dependant  on  the 
Crown  of  Portugal .  This  Sufpicion  animated  the 
common  People,  even  to  Fury,  againft  the  Portu - 
gueze  %  upon  which  they  immediately  took  up  Arms 
every  where,  and  made  a  dreadful  Flavock  of  thole 
Foreigners,  at  a  Time  when  they  fancied  themfelves 
mod  ftrongly  fettled  in  the  Empire.  Thofe  who- 
efcap’d  the  Maffacre  obtain’d  Leave  to  quit  the 
Country.  Accordingly  feven  thoufand  Portuguese 
Families  left  it,  and  fettled  either  in  India,  or  on 
the  Coafts  of  Africa .  However,  fome  ftaid  in  the 
Country  ;  and  from  thefe  Families  fprung  the  white 
Ethiopians  who  are  ftill  feen  there ,  and.  from 

whom. 
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whom*  we  are  told,  the  prefentEmprefs,  mention’d 
above,  is  defcended.  Mohammedans  are  permitted 
to  inhabit  the  City  of  Gondar ,  but  only  in  the 
lower  Part  of  it,  and  in  a  Diftridb  by  themfelves. 
They  are  call’d  Gibertis ,  that  is,  Slaves.  The  E- 
thiopians  cannot  bear  to  eat  with  them  ;  they  wou’d 
not  even  touch  any  Meat  that  had  been  kill’d  by  a 
Mohammedan ,  nor  drink  out  of  a  Cup  which  had 
touch’d  his  Lips,  unlefs  a  Friar  had  firft  blefs’d  it, 
by  making  the  Sign  of  the  Crofs  ;  repeating  Pray¬ 
ers  3  and  blowing  thrice  over  the  Cup,  as  tho’  to 
drive  the  evil  Spirit  from  it.  Whenever  an  Ethio¬ 
pian  meets  a  Mohammedan  in  the  Streets,  he  fa! u tes 
him  with  his  left  Hand,  which  is  a  Mark  of  Con¬ 
tempt. 

The  Empire  of  Ethiopia  is  of  a  vaft  Extent,  * 
and  conflits  of  feveral  Kingdoms.  That  of  Eigra^ 
the  Viceroy  whereof,  nam’d  Gorekos ,  prefides  over 
twenty-four  Principalities,  which  are  fo  many  little 
Governments.  The  Kingdom  of  Ago  +  is  one  of 
the  Emperor’s  new  Conquefts,  and  was  formerly  a 
Commonwealth,  having  its  own  Laws  and  Govern¬ 
ment.  The  Emperor  of  Ethiopia  has  always  two 
Armies  on  foot  ;  one  on  the  Frontiers  of  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Nerofea ,  and  the  other  on  the  of  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Goyam ,  where  the  richeft  Gold  Mines  are 
found  f.  All  the  Oar  brought  from  thefe  Mines 
is  carry’d  to  Gondar ,  where  ’tis  refin’d  and  caft  into 
Ingots,  which  are  depofited  in  the  Imperial  Trea- 
fury,  whence  they  are  never  taken  out,  except  to 
*  '' 

*  Travellers  vvhofe  Veracity  is  moil  efteem’d  relate,  that  the 
Empire  of  AbyJJinia  is  not  above  a  thoufand  Miles  in  Circumfe¬ 
rence.  Writers  differ  very  much  in  their  Accounts  of  the  Ex¬ 
tent  of  this  Empire,  one  Reafon  of  which  may  be,  that  fome 
Parts  of  it  may  have  been  fubdued  and  dilmembred. 

f  Agau. 

j  I  had  obferved  before,  that  moft  Travellers  affirm  that  no 
Gold  Mines  are  wrought  here. 


pay 
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pay  the  Troops  and  defray  the  Expences  of  the 
Court  *. 

The  great  Power  of  the  Emperor  conflits  in  this, 
that  he  is  ahfolute  Matter  of  whatever  his  Subjects 
poffefs;  he  taking  away,  or  bellowing  at  Piea- 
fure.  Whenever  the  Father  of  a  Family  dies^  the 
Monarch  feizes  alliais  real  Eihate,  two  Thirds  of  which 
he  leaves  to  his  Children  ‘or  his  Heirs.  He  be¬ 
llows  the  remaining  Third  to  another  Perfon,  who 
hereby  becomes  his  Feudatory,  and  is  oblig’d  to 
ferve  in  the  Wars  at  his  own  Expence,  and  to  fur- 
nifh  Soldiers  in  Proportion  to  the  Eftate  he  bellows 
upon  him.  By  that  Means  the  Ahyffmian  Monarch, 
who  has  a  numberlefs  Multitude  of  thefe  Feudato¬ 
ries,  can  raife  powerful  Armies  in  a  ihort  Time 
and  at  a  fmall  Expence. 

In  every  Province  is  a  Comptroller's  Office, 
where  an  exact  Regifler  4s  kept  of  ail  Poffeffions 
that  revert  to  the  Imperial  Domain,  by  the  Death  of 
the  Pofleflor,  and  which  are  afterwards  bellow’d  on 
Feudatories.  The  Manner  in  which  Perfons  are 
■invefted  with  thefe  Fiefs  or  Poffeffions  are  as  follow. 
The  Monarch  fends  to  the  Perfon  whom  he  has  ap¬ 
pointed  his  Feudatory,  a  Slip  or  Piece  of  Taffety, 
on  whicn  the  following  Words  are  writ  in  Gold 
Letters,  Jefus,  Emperor  of  Ethiopia,  of  the  Tribe 
of  Judah,  ever  victorious  over  his  Enemies  f.  The 
Officer  who  carries  this  Order  from  the  Emperor, 

*  According  to  Dr.  Poncet,  the  Ahyffmian  Monarch  is  very 
powerful  ;  but  others  relate,  that  the’  Turks  have  quite  clipp’d 
his  Wings.  This  was  owing  to  the  civil  War  which  the  Ethio¬ 
pians  carry’d  or*  againft  him,  which  the  Turks  taking  Advan¬ 
tage  of,  feiz’d  on  all  his  Territories  lying  on  the  °Red  Sea,. 
and  by  that  Means  prevented  his  having  the  leak  Imercourfe  with 
any  Nation  but  themfelves. 

t/Fis  faid  that  every  Emperor,  at  his  Acceffion,  affames  a 
particular  Name,  or  rather  Motto,  as  the  Beloved  of  God,  Son 
of  the  Pillar  of  Sion,  of  the  Seed  of  Jacob,  of  the  Poferity  of 
David  and  Solomon  ;  they  having  a  Tradition,  that  they’ are 
deicendea,  oy  the  Qneen  of  Sheha ,  from  Solomon 

CL 
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fixes  the  Piece  of  Silk,  with  Ceremony,  on  the  Fore¬ 
head  of  the  new  Feudatory  ;  and  afterwards  goes, 
attended  by  Trumpets,  KettleD-rums,  and  other 
Instruments,  and  fome  Horfemen,  and  puts  him 
in  PofTeflion  of  the  new  Eftate. 

The  Emperor’s  Anceftors  us’d  to  appear  in  pub- 
lick  on  ftated  Days,  but  the  p refen t  Monarch  has 
freed  himfelf  from  that  Servitude  ;  he  going  Abroad 
whenever  he  thinks  proper,  either  with  or  without 
Splendor*  When  he  cornes  forth  in  Ceremony,  he 
is  mounted  on  a  Horfe  richly  caparifon’d,  furround- 
ed  by  a  great  Body  of  Horfe,  and  preceeded  and 
follow’d  by  a  Guard  of  two  thoufand  Men.  As 
the  Sun  is  fo  interifely  hot  in  Ethiopia ,  that  it  fleas 
the  Skin  off  the  Face,  unlefs  the  utmoft  Care  be 
taken  ;  to  prevent  this,  the  Emperor  has  a  Piece 
of  thick  Paper,  of  the  Paftboard  Kind,  which  be¬ 
ing  bent  in  a  femi-circular  Form,  and  cover’d  with 
a  rich  Gold  Stuff,  is  fix’d,  under  his  Chin.  This 
he  does  that  he  may  not  be  troubled  with  an  Urn- 
brello,  but  be  cool’d  by  the  Air  both  before  and 
behind.  The  moft  ufual  Diverfion  of  this  Monarch 
is  to  exercife  his  Troops,  and  fhoot  with  a  Musket, 
in  which  he  is  fo  expert,  that  he  is  thought  to  be 
the  belt  Markfman  in  all  his  Empire. 

The  Rains  continue  fix  Months  in  Ethiopia ,  they 
beginning  in  April,  and  not  ceaiing  till  the  End  of 
September.  During  the  firft  three  Months,  the 
Weather  is  ferene  and  beautiful  in  the  Day-time  ; 
but  the  Rftant  the  Sun  fets,  it  falls  a  raining,  and 
continues  to  do  fo  ’till  Sun-rife,  on  which  Occafions 
there  are  commonly  Thunder  and  Lightning.  The 
Caufe  of  the  Overflowing  of  the  Nile,  which  hap¬ 
pens  regularly  every  Year  in  Egypt,  has  long  been 
fought,  and  falfly  afcrib’d  to  the  melting  of  the 
Snows,  I  being  of  Opinion  that  no  Snow  was  ever 
feen  in  that  Country.  We  needYearch  for  no  o- 
ther  Caufe  of  this  Inundation,  than  thofe  Rains 

which 
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which  fall  with  fo  much  Violence,  that  they  feem 
to  form  a  Deluge  *.  The  Rivers  then  fwell  in  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  Manner,  and,  with  their  Impetuofity, 
carry  along  Gold  much  purer  than  that  taken  out 
of  the  Mines.  The  Peafants  gather  it  up  very 
carefully.  There  is  fcarce  any  Country  more  po¬ 
pulous,  or  more  fruitful,  than  Ethiopia.  All  the 
Plains,  and  even  the  Mountains,  of  which  there  are 
a  great  Number,  are  cultivated.  We  fee  entire 
Plains  cover’d  with  Cardamum  f ,  and  Ginger,  which 
diffufes  a  very  agreeable  Fragrancy  -,  and  the  Plant 
which  produces  it  is  four  times  the  Size  of  that  of 
India.  The  Multitude  of  large  Rivers  which  wa¬ 
ter  Ethiopia ,  whofe  Banks  are  always  embellifli’d 
with  Lillies,  Junquils,  Tulips,  and  a  vaft  Variety 
of  other  Flowers  which  I  never  faw  in  Europe ,  make 
this  Country  a  perfect  Paradife.  The  Forefts  are 
fill’d  with  Orange  and  Lemon  Trees,  Jafrnin, 
Pomegranate,  and  feveral  other  Trees  fill’d  with 
Flowers  of  exquifite  Beauty,  and  thefe  filed  deli¬ 
cious  Odours.  We  here  find  a  Tree  which  produ¬ 
ces  a  fort  of  Rofes  much  more  fragrant  than  ours. 

I  fawT  an  Animal  of  an  extraordinary  Species  in 
this  Country.  ’Tis  not  much  largea*  than  a  Cat, 
but  has  the  Face  of  a  Man,  and  a  white  Beard 

*  The  ableft  Geographers  and  Travellers  feem  tQ  be  of  this 
Opinion  ;  they  relating,  that  the  Waters  of  the  Nile  are  very 
muddy  and  thick,  particularly  when  fwell’d  by  the  violent  Rains 
which  fall  between  the  Tropicks  in  the  Summer  Seafon.  Thefe 
Waters  falling  into  the  low  Lands,  leave  a  prolific  Mud,  which 
renders  the  feveral  Countries  where  they  lie  very  fruitful.  All 
Rivers  between  the  Tropicks  fwell  and  fertilize  the  Lands  in  this 
Manner.  We  are  not  certain  that  the  true  Heads  or  Fountains 
of  the  Nile  are  yet  difcover’d,  which,  according  to  fome,  rife 
'in  Woods,  impervious  to  the  Sun-beams. 

F  A  medicinal  and  very  aromatic  Spice ,  contain  d  in  Husks  or  - 
Shells  brought  from  India  and  Arabia.  There  are  three  Kinds  of 
it.  Cardomum  is  'warm  and  dry  ;  it  is  Jaid  tQ  (trengthen  the 
Vitals ,  difpel  Wind,  and  aid  Digejiion. 

t  I  fuppojie  ’tis  of  the  Monkey  Kind. 

CLa 
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Its  Voice  is  like  that  of  a  Performs  bewailing  him- 
feif.  This  Animal  keeps  always  upon  a  Tree  -,  and, 
as  I  was  affur’d,  is  brought  forth  and  dies  upon  it. 
5Tis  fo  very  wild  that  there’s  no  taming  it.  If  a  Man 
catches  one  of  them,  and  endeavours  to  preferve  it, 
tho’  he  takes  ever  fo  much  Pains,  the  Creature 
waftes,  and  quite  pines  with  Melancholy  ’till  it  dies. 
One  of  them  was  taken  down  before  me  :  The  Crea¬ 
ture,  fixing  itfelf  to  the  Bough  of  a  Tree,  by  en¬ 
twining  its  Legs  one  within  the  other,  died  fome 
Days  after. 

As  foon  as  the  rainy  Seafon  is  over,  the  Empe¬ 
ror  ufually  takes  the  Field.  He  makes  War  on 
the  Kings  of  G  alia  and  Shangalla  *,  who  are  his 
mod  powerful  Enemies.  Thefe  Princes,  who  were 
formerly  Tributaries  to  the  Ah  fini  an  Empire,  ob- 
ferving  its  Weaknefs,  took  that  Opportunity  to 
fhake  off  the  Yoke,  and  live  independant.  But 
the  prefent  Emperor  commanded  ’em  to  ftand  to 
their  former  Engagements,  which  they  refufing, 
lie  proclaimed  War  again (l  them.  He  defeated  ’em 
in  lèverai  Battles,  which  has  intimidated  thofe  Na¬ 
tions  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  the  Moment  the  Ethio¬ 
pian  Army  appears  in  the  Field,  the  others  retire 
upon  inacceffible  Mountains,  and  there  fell  their 
Lives  very  dear  whenever  they  are  attack’d.  This 
War  was,  at  nr  ft,  very  bloody,  a  great  Number  of 
brave  Men  being  cut  to  Pieces  daily,  occafioned  by 
the  Soldiers  poiibning  their  Arms  with  the  Juice  of 
a  Fruit  very  much  refembling  our  red  Goofeberries  ; 
fo  that  whenever  any  Perfon  had  the  ill  Fortune  to 
be  wounded,  he  was  a  dead  Man.  The  Ethiopians , 
grieved  at  the  numerous  Loffes  they  fuftain’d,  found, 
not  long  ftnce,  an  infallible  Antidote  againft  this 
violent  Poifon,  by  making  a  Poultice  of  Sand, 
which  they  beat  up  with  their  Urine.  This  Poui- 

*  Changalla.  I  don’t  know  whether  thh  is  the  Country  call’d 
Shan  Kala}  or  that  call’d  Sangara  in  our  Maps. 
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tice  being  applied  to  the  Wound,  draws  forth  the 
Venom  fo  fuccefsfu lly,  that  the  wounded  Perfon  is 
cur’d  in  a  few  Days  *. 

The  Emperor,  before  he  takes  the  Field,  canfes 
the  Day  of  his  March  to  be  proclaimed  -,  and  or¬ 
ders  his  Tents  to  be  pitched  in  a  wide  Plain  witnin 
Sight  of  the  City  of  Gondar .  The  Tents  are  all 
magnificent.  That  of  the  Emperor  is  of  red  Velvet 
embroidered  with  Gold.  Three  Days  after,  this 
Monarch  orders  his  two  large  Silver  Kettle-Drums 
to  be  carried  through  the  whole  City  ;  mounts  on 
Horfeback,  and  goes  to  Arringon ,  the  Rendezvous 
of  the  whole  Army.  The  Emperor  fpends  three 
Days  in  reviewing  them,  after  which  they  enter  up¬ 
on  Adi  ion,  which  does  not  laft  above  three  Montas. 
His  Armies  are  fo  numerous,  that  I  was  affur*d  that 
which  the  Emperor  commanded  in  1699?  conn  fled 
of  four  or  five  huudred  thoufand  Men  "f. 

The  Palace  of  Arringon  is  as  magnificent  as  that 
of  Gondar ,  which  is  almoft  uninhabited  when  the 
Monarch  is  abfent  from  it.  However,  four  or  five 
thoufand  Men  are  left  about  it,  to  guard  the  crown 
which  is  depofited  there.  This  Garrifon  is  com¬ 
manded  by  one  of  the  chief  Minitiers,  who  is  not 
permitted  to  ftir  once  out  of  the  Palace.  My  ill 
Health  prevented  my  following  the  Emperor  to 
the  Army.  He  returned  from  it  fame  Days  before 
Chrijlmas-day ,  which  he  folemniz’d,  in  his  capital 

*  Some  think,  that  the  feveral  Particulars  related  concern» 
ing  poifon’d  Arrows  are  all  a  Fidbon  ;  as  like  wife  what  we  are 
told  concerning  Poifons  which  deflroy  Perfons  in  a  certain  i  enn 
of  Years. 

'j-  Either  our  Traveller  was  impos’d,  upon,  or  fome  other 
Writers  who  treat  of  Ethiopia  are  miftaken  ;  unlefs,  as  1  obferv  d 
above,  that  the  then  Emperor  (hould  have  aggrandiz  d  his 
Power,  far  beyond  that  of  many  of  his  PredecefTors.  Howe¬ 
ver,  as  the  common  People  are  his  Slaves,  and  every  Perfon  of 
Diftindtion  is  oblig’d  to  bring  up  his  youngeft  Son,  in  order  for 
him  to  ferve  under  the  Emperor  in  the  Field,  this  Monarch  may 
poflibly  be  able  to  raife  a  prodigious  Army. 

Q.J  City, 
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City,  ten  Days  later  than  we  *,  neither  the  Ethiopi¬ 
ans,  nor  xhtChriftians  of  the  Eaft,  having  reformed 
their  Calendar ,  Epiphany  is,  in  Ethiopia ,  one  of  the 
moft  fol'emn  Feftivals,  and  is  called  Gottas7  or  the 
Day  of  wafhing  -,  the  Natives  bathing  themfelves 
that  Day,  in  Commemoration  of  our  Saviour’s  Bap- 
tifm .  The  Emperor,  attended  by  his  whole  Court, 
goes  to  Kaa,  a  Palace  near  Gondar ,  where  is  a  mag¬ 
nificent  Bafon  of  Water,  which  is  employed  for 
that  pious  Ceremony.  On  folemn  Feftivals,  of 
which  there  are  a  great  Number  in  Ethiopia ,  the 
Emperor  caufes  an  Ox  to  be  given  to  each  of  his 
Officers,  and  he  fometimes  beftows  two  thoufand 
Oxen  for  that  Purpofe. 

The  Europeans  have  long  been  in  an  Error  in 
refpedt  to  the  Colour  of  the  Ethiopians ,  which  is 
owing  to  their  confounding  them  with  the  Blacks 
of  Nubia ,  their  Neighbours.  The  natural  Hue 
of  the  Ahjfinians  is  a  brown,  Olive  Colour  *.  Their 
Stature  is  tall  and  majeftic*  the  Features  of  their 
Faces  are  well  exprefs’d  ;  and  they  have  fine  large 
Eyes,  a  handfome  Nofe,  thin  Lips,  and  white  Teeth  ; 
whereas  the  People  of  Sennar  and  Nubia  have  fiat 
Nofes,  thick  Lips,  and  very  black  Faces  f . 

The  Drefs  of  Perfons  of  Quality  is  a  Veft  of 
Silk,  or  fine  Cotton,  with  a  Kind  of  Scarf.  Trades¬ 
people  are  drefs’d  after  the  fame  Manner,  but  with 
this  Difference,  that  they  wear  no  Silk,  and  the 
Cotton  Cloath  they  ufe  is  coarfer.  With  regard  to 

1 

*  Yet  all  Travellers  I  have  met  with,  declare  ’em  to  be  of  I 
a  deep  black  Colour.  The  reft  of  the  Defer  jption  anfwers  very 
well  o  what  1  have  read.  They  are  farther  faid  to  be  ex¬ 
tremely  lively,  to  be  of  a  very  tradable  Difpofition  >  and  that 
they  might  make  great  Progrefs  in  Knowledge,  had  they  Op¬ 
portunities  for  improving  them  elves  in  it. 

f  '  1  is  fur  prizing,  that  the  At>yffinia?ts  ftiould  be  only  tawny, 
and  their  Neighbours  of  fo  black  a  Hue  ;  unlefs  the  Situation  of 
Abyjpnia%  or  feme  other  Ciicumftance,  ftiould  caufe  this  Alte¬ 
ra  dob* 
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the  common  People,  they  wear  only  Cotton  Draw¬ 
ers,  and  a  Scarf,  which  covers  the  reft  of  the  Body  *. 
The  Manner  of  fainting  in  Ethiopia  is  very  parti» 
cular  -,  they  take  one  another  by  their  right  Hands, 
and  carry  it  mutually  to  their  refpeélive  Mouths. 
They  alfo  wind  the  Scarf  of  the  Perfon  whom  they 
falute  round  him,  by  which  Means  fuch  as  wear 
no  Veils  remain  half  naked,  when  any  Perfon  com¬ 
pliments  him  in  this  Manner. 

The  Emperor’s  Name  is  Jefus .  Tho’  he  be  but 
forty-one,  he  has  many  Children  ;  eight  Princes, 
and  three  Princeftes.  The  Emperor  is  poffefs’d  of 
great  Qualities  *,  he  being  of  a  lively  and  fugacious 
Genius,  of  -an  affable  and  fweet  Temper,  and  is  a 
Hero  in  Stature.  I  did  not  fee  any  Man  in  all  E- 
ihiopia  fo  finely  fhap’d  as  himfelf.  He  delights  in 
the  polite  Arts  and  the  Sciences,  but  his  favourite 
Paftion  is  War.  He  is  ever  brave  and  intrepid  in 
Battle,  and  always  at  the  Head  of  his  Troops.  He 
has  an  extraordinary  Love  for  Juftice,  which  he 
caufes  to  be  exaélly  adminiftered  to  all  his  Subjeéls  % 
but  as  he  does  not  delight  in  Blood  f ,  ’tis  a  Pain  to 
him  to  order  any  Criminal  for  Execution.  Being 
thus  poffefs’d  of  fuch  exalted  Qualities,  he  is  equally 
the  Darling  and  Terror  of  his  Subjeéls,  who  revere 
him  to  Adoration.  I  have  been  told  that  a 
Chriftian  is  not  permitted  to  Hied  the  Blood  of 
another  Chriftian,  without  the  moft  cogent  Reafons 
for  it  -,  and  therefore  the  Emperor  infills  upon  hav¬ 
ing  the  moft  Uriel  Inquiries  made  before  a  Crimi- 
naî is  condemn’d  to  die.  The  Executions  here  are 


*  Some  Travellers  re’ate,  that  the  poor  People  have  only  a 
fmall  Piece  of  Skin  or  coarfe  Stuff  wrapp’d  round  their  Loins  ; 
in  ftiort,  that  they  go  almoft  naked. 

•j-  As  Dr.  Poncet  had  faid  above,  that  the  favourite  P 'ajjion 
of  this  Monarch  is  War  ;  his  not  very  confident  to  obferve  af¬ 
terwards,  that  he  does  not  delight  in  Blood.  Dr.  Poncet' s  Cha¬ 
racter  of  this  Emperor  feems  all  in  the  Strain  of  Panegyric. 

CC  4  Hanging 
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Hanging  or  Beheading  *.  Some  are  fentenc’d  to 
forfeit  their  Pofleffions,  on  which  Occafion  all  Per¬ 
lons  whatfoever  are  forbid,  upon  the  moil  fevere 
Penalties,  to  affifl,  or  even  fo  much  as  to  give  them 
the  leail  Suflenance,  whence  thefe  unhappy  Crea¬ 
tures  wander  up  and  down  like  wild  Bealls.  As 
the  Emperor  is  a  Prince  of  great  Humanity,  he  is 
ealily  prevail’d  upon  to  pardon  them.  5Tis  fur- 
prizing,  that  as  the  Ethiopians  are  fo  very  adlive  and 
haily,  we  yet  fhould  fcarce  ever  hear  of  a  Murther, 
or  of  any  of  thole  enormous  Crimes  which  flrike 
the  Mind  with  Horror,  committed  among  them. 
Befides  the  Regard  that  is  paid  to  Religion,  I  am 
perluaded  that  the  Uriel  Juftice  which  is  admi- 
nillred,  and  the  excellent  Polity  found  in  this  Em¬ 
pire,  contribute  greatly  to  the  Integrity  and  Inno¬ 
cence  of  the  Inhabitants. 

I  had  carry’d  with  me  into  Ethiopia  a  Chefl  of 
chymical  Medicines,  the  making  of  which  took  up 
fix  or  feven  Years.  The  Emperor  enquir'd  very 
minutely  into  the  Manner  of  preparing  thefe  Me¬ 
dicines,  how  they  were  adminillred,  what  Effedls 
they  had,  and  the  feveral  Difeafes  to  which  they 
were  applied.  Not  contented  with  this  Account  by 
Word  of  Mouth,  he  had  it  taken  down  in  Writing. 
But  the  Circumftance  wdiich  I  admir’d  moil  was, 
his  comprehending,  and  being  exceedingly  well 
pleas’d  with  the  feveral  phyfical  Reafons  I  gave  him 
concerning  all  thefe  Matters.  I  inform’d  him  of 
the  Compofition  of  a  Kind  of  Bezoar-Stone,  which 
I  myfelf  had  always  employ’d  very  fuccefsfully  in 
curing  intermitting  Fevers  of  every  Kind,  as  the 

*  9  Fis  alfo  laid,  that  Criminals  are  often  ften’d,  or  beat  to 
Death  with  Clubs,  Murtherers  excepted,  who  may  be  either 
kill’d,  tortuhd,  or  made  Slaves  of,  as  the  Friends  of  the  mur- 
ther’d  Penfoo  think  proper,  Perfons  of  Quality  are  only  ba~ 
mill’d.  Adulterers  are  put  to  Death  ;  but  Thieves  are  only 
whipp’d,  and  oblig’d  to  make  JRehitution.  ’Tis  alfo  related* 
that  there  are  no  Lawyers  in  this  Country,  the  Parties  pleading 
their  own  Cames, 

Emperor  ’ 
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Emperor  and  two  of  the  Princes,  his  Children,  ex¬ 
perienced.  Pie  alio  wou’d  make  me  drew  him  the 
Manner  in  which  Oils  are  extracted  chymically. 

For  this  Purpofe  he  fent  me  to  Tzemba ,  a  Mo¬ 
nastery  n mated  on  the  River  Reb^  half  a  League 
from  Gondar.  The  Abbot,  who  is  rever’d  by  the 
Emperor,  on  Account  of  his  great  Probity  and 
Virtue,  received  me  with  the  utmoft  Civility.  Pie 
is  a  venerable  Sage  of  ninety,  and  one  of  the 
moil  learned  Men  in  the  whole  Empire.  I  fet  up 
my  Utenfils  there,  and  made  all  the  neceffary  Pre¬ 
parations.  The  Emperor  came  to  us  incognito.  I 
made  many  Experiments  before  him,  as  wreli  as 
communicated  lèverai  Secrets,  which  he  attended 
to  with  furprizing  Curiofity.  I  think  it  Incumbent 
on  me  to  advife  all  Perlons  who  wou’d  cany  Me¬ 
dicines  into  Ethiopia ,  to  take  none  but  thofe  of  a 
chymical  Kind,  becaufe  Electuaries  and  Syrups  are 
apt  to  corrupt  under  the  Line  ;  whereas  chymical 
Oils  and  Spirits  may  be  ealily  convey’d  without  lo- 
fmg  their  Virtue,  Heat  not  having  the  lead:  Effebf 
on  them. 

As  I  fpaid  three  Weeks  with  the  Monarch  at 
Tzembay  he,  being  of  a  very  inquifitive  Turn  of 
Mind,  as  was  before  obferv’d,  frequently  difeours’d 
with  me  upon  the  Subject  of  Religion  ;  ex- 
prefs’d  a  great  Defire  to  be  made  acquainted  with 
our  Dodlrine,  and  to  be  inform’d  of  thole  Particu¬ 
lars  wherein  we  differ  from  the  Religion  of  the 
Cot>hts  *,  which  is  profefs’d  in  Ethiopia.  I  endea¬ 
voured 

*  This  is  the  Name  of  a  People,  or  rather  of  a  Sett  of  Chri- 
ftians  of  Egypt.  They  are  great  Lovers  of  the  cloifter’d  Life, 
and  have  many  Religious  of  both  Sexes.  None  can  o^,  admit¬ 
ted  into  a  religious  Houfe,  without  firfl:  obtaining  Leave  from 
his  Bilhop.  Thefe  Religious  make  a  Vow  of  perpetual  Cha- 
ftity,  bid  an  eternal  Adieu  to  their  Parents  and  PofTeffions,  and 
have  no  Property  in  any  Thing.  i  hey  live  in  Departs,  «nu 
h$ve  no  other  Cloathing  but  Woollen  Garments  ;  girding  them- 

felyes 
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voored  to  fatisfy  him  to  the  heft  of  my  Abilities  % 
but  confefs’d,  that  not  having  ftudred  the  abftrufe 
Points  in  Divinity,  I  therefore  had  brought  with 
me  one  of  the  ableft  Men  both  for  Mathematicks 
and  Divinity  in  Europe.  The  Emperor  then  figh- 
ing,  cried,  I  find  that  I  have  fiuftmrfd  a  great  Lofis. 
1  will  own  that  I  was  grievoufly  affiidbed,  when  I 
call’d  to  Mind  that  Death  had  bereav’d  me  of  Fa¬ 
ther  de  Brevedent ,  my  dear  Companion  ;  becaufe 


felves  with  a  Piece  of  Leather.  They  never  touch  Meat,  ex¬ 
cept  in  the  mo ff  urgent  Neceffity  ;  and  are  even  forc’d  to  deny 
themfelves  every  Kind  of  delicious  Food  ;  and  to  abftain  from 
all  Kinds  of  Aliments,  which  are  not  abfoluteiy  neceffary  for 
the  Support  of  Life.  They  pafs  their  Lives  in  Prayer,  in  work¬ 
ing,  and  in  the  Study  of  the  Script u tes.  All  of  them,  the  Su¬ 
periors  and  Sick  excepted,  deep  on  Matts  fpread  on  the  Ground. 
They  are  not  allow’d  to  pull  off  their  Cl  oaths  to  ungird  them¬ 
felves,  nor  two  of  them  to  ileep  on  the  fame  Matt,  nor  near  one 
another.  They  are  oblig'd  to  obferve  the  canonical  Hours,  and 
proftrate  themfelves,  every  Evening,  an  hundred  and  .fifty  Times 
with  their  Faces  to  the  Ground,  extending  their  Arms  in  Form 
of  a  Crofs,  keeping  their  Fills  clinch’d,  and  making  the  Sign 
of  the  Crofs  at  every  Proftration.  When  they  are  not  employ’d 
in  hard  Work,  they  are  allow’d  but  one  Meal  a  Day,  and  that 
in  the  Evening.  Other  Authors  relate,  that  the  religious  Cophts 
of  both  Sexes  are  of  the  Dregs  of  the  People.  They  fubfiii  en¬ 
tirely  on  Alms,  lead  a  very  fevere  and  mortified  Life,  and  never 
eat  any  Meat,  except  when  on  a  Journey.  The  Convents  of 
their  Women  are  properly  Hofpkais,  and  molt  of  thefe  Nuns 
are  Widows,  whom  their  Poverty  brought  into  them.  The  Cophts 
are  fubjeét  to  a  titular  Patriarch  of  Alexandria*  They  are  di¬ 
vided  into  three  Orders,  the  Cktgy,  the  Nobles,  and  the  Ple¬ 
beians.  The  Nobles  (if  they  may  be  fo  call’d)  are  only  fo  ma¬ 
ny  Farmer- Generals  in  Egypt ,  under  the  Grand  Seignior.  Thefe 
are  very  rich,  but  the  red  of  the  Cofits  are  vaflly  poor,  and  both 
thefe  Orders  of  the  Laity  are  very  ignorant.  Some  Rotnijh  Wri¬ 
ters  have  reduced  the  Errors  of  the  Cophs  to  fix  Heads.  They 
have  fiometimes  united  with  the  Church  of  Rome,  but  never  in 
earneft,  and  only  when  forc’d  to  it  thro’  Necellity.  The  Coptic 
is  the  old  Language  of  the  Egyptians,  intermix’d  with  Greek  ; 
and  the  Char  adders  of  that  Language  are  like  thofe  of  the  Greek . 
The  Cophts  have  not  {poke  their  an  tient  Language  thefe  many 
Years,  that  being  found  only  in  their  Books,  the  Arabic  being 
the  Language  of  the  Country.  There  are  Vendons  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  in  Coptic. 


that 
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that  Monk,  who  was  a  Perfon  of  great  Abilities, 
and  a  very  infinuating  Add  refs,  wou’d  have  em¬ 
brac’d  this  favourable  Opportunity  for  converting 
this  great  Prince,  and  initrucfting  him  thorough¬ 
ly  in  the  Principles  of  the  Catholic  Church 

One  Day  when  the  Abbot  of  the  Monaftery,  my 
Interpreter,  and  I  were  together,  the  Emperor  was 
very  urgent  with  me  to  give  my  direét  Opinion 
with  Regard  to  the  Perfon  of  Chrift.  I  anfwer’d, 
that  we  did  not  believe  that  Chrift’s  human  Na¬ 
ture  was  abforb’d  and  Ipft  in  his  divine  Nature,  in 
like  Manner  as  a  Drop  of  Wine  is  abforb’d  and  loft 
in  the  Sea,  as  is  the  Do&rine  of  the  Cophts  and  E- 
thiopians ,  which  the  Emperor  told  me  it  was  -,  but 
that  our  Belief  is,  that  the  Word,  which  is  the  fé¬ 
cond  Perfon  in  the  bleffed  Trinity,  was  really  made 
Man  -,  fo  that  this  Man-God,  whom  we  call  Jefus 
Chrift,  had  two  Natures  ;  the  divine,  as  being  the 
Word  and  the  fécond  Perfon  of  the  blefted  Trinity  1 
and  the  human  Nature,  in  which  he  appear’d  truly 
as  Man  -,  fuffer’d  really  in  his  Body,  and  volunta¬ 
rily  fubmitted  to  Death,  in  order  to  five  all  Man¬ 
kind.  When  I  had  done  fpeaking,  the  Emperor 
turn’d  to  the  Abbot,  and,  as  I  thought,  difcours’d 
with  him  concerning  the  Particulars  I  had  been 
.^treating  of.  They  did  not  feem  to  exprefs  the  lead 
Surprize  -,  and  ftis  my  Opinion,  that  they  do  not 
differ  very  much  from  the  Catholic  Church  in  this 
Article.  From  that  Time,  the  Abbot  exprefs’d 
greater  Friend  (hip  for  me  than  ever.  During  the 
Stay  which  the  Emperor  made  in  Ezemla ,  one  of 
his  moft  ufual  Diverfions  was  to  fee  his  Pages  ride, 
according  to  the  Rules  of  their  Manege ,  at  which 
they  are  very  expert. 

*  Dr.  Pone  et  talks  in  fo  religious  a  Strain,  that  I  flioold 
almoft  fufpeét  that  he  him  kit  was  a  Friar,  in  the  Difguife  of  a 
Ehyfician. 


From 
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From  Tzemba,  to  the  Sources  of  the  Nile ,  the 
Di (lance  is  not  above  Lhreefcore  French  Leagues.  I 
Intended  to  fee  thoie  famous  Springs,  concerning 
which  fo  many  Particulars  are  told  in  Europe  ;  and 
the  Emperor  was  pleaied  to  order  a  Party  of  Horfe 
to  attend  me;  but  it  was  not  poflible  for  me  to  em¬ 
brace  this  favourable  Opportunity,  I  being  at  that 
Time  giievoufly  afflidled  with  a  Pain  at  my  Sto¬ 
mach,  which  I  have  felt  for  many  Years.  I  there- 
ioi  e  ^  defired  Moorat ,  one  of  the  Emperor’s  chief 
Mi  ni  hers,  and  Uncle  to  the  Embaftador  above- 
mentioned,  to  give  me  fome  Account  of  them. 
Moorat  is  a  venerable  old  Man,  an  hundred  and 
four  Years  of  Age,  who,  during  upwards  of 
llueeicore  It  ears,  was  employed  in  Négociations  of 
the  in  mo  ft  Importance  at  the  Great  Mogul’s  Court, 
and  thole  of  the  reft  of  the  Monarchs  of  India » 
The  Emperor  has  fo  much  regard  for  this  Mini fter, 
that  he  commonly  calls  him  Baba  Moorat ,  or  Father 
Moorat.  Here  follows  what  he  related  to  me  con¬ 
cerning  the  Sources  of  the  Nile,  which  he  had  viiit- 

ed  frequently,  and  enquired  into  with  the  utmoft 
Care. 

In  the  Kingdom  ot  Goyame  *  is  a  very  high 
Mountain,  at  the  ft  op  oi  which  are  two  very  large 
Springs,  the  one  to  the  Eaft,  and  the  other  to  the 
WefL  Thefe  two  Sources  form  two  Rivulets, 
which  rufti  aown  with  great  Impetuofity  towards 
the  middle  or  the  Mountain,  upon  a  looie,  fpongy 
Earth  covered  with  Rufhes  and  Reeds  f.  Thde 

Waters 

« 

3  ^  ca^  Gojam  by  feme  Travellers,  and  by  them  rec- 
0ne  tiie  n*ne  Provinces  of  the  Ab\ijfmian  Empire. 

J  The  Antients  fixed  the  Sources  of  the  Nile ,  in  the  Moun¬ 
tains  of  the  Moon,  in  the  Tenth  Degree  of  Southern  Latitude 
but  Modern  Travellers  place  them  about  the  Twelfth  De¬ 
gree  of  North  Latitude;  and  confequently  fuppofe  its  Courfe  to 
De  about  500  Leagues  lefs  than  the  Antients.  ‘  This  River  is  faid 
to  rile  at  the  Foot  of  a  great  Mountain,  in  Gojam ,  and  to  iilue 

from. 
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Waters  appear  but  ten  or  twelve  Leagues  from 
thence,  where  uniting,  they  form  the  River  Niley 
which  loon  fwells,  by  the  Addition  of  the  Waters 
of  lèverai  other  Rivers,  that  empty  themfelves  into 
It.  A  wonderful  Circum fiance  is,  that  the  Nile 
runs  through  the  middle  of  a  Lake  without  blend¬ 
ing  its  Waters  with  it.  This  Lake  is  fo  very  large* 
that  ’tis  called  Bahai  Dembea ,  or  the  Sea  of  Dem - 

*  i 


from  two  Fountains,  or  two  Eyes  as  the  Natives  call  them,  di¬ 
sant  about  30  Paces  from  each  other, and  each  of  the  Dimenfions 
of  one  of  our  Wells,  or  of  a  Coach-Wheel.  Father  Lobo  the 
jefuit,  who  (’tis  faid)  difcovered  thefe  Sources  about  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  lait  Century,  relates,  that  the  larged  of  thefe  two 
Sources  being  founded,  they  found  a  Bottom  at  the  Depth  of  16 
or  17  Foot:  But  that  poffibly,  the  Sounding-line  might  meet, 
in  the  Way,  with  the  Roots  of  Briars,  growing  on  the  Margins* 
which  perhaps  prevented  its  defcending  lower.  The  other  being 
founded,  they  found  16  Palms.  The  Inhabitants  who  are  Hea¬ 
thens,  worfhip  the  g  rea  tell  Source,  and  facrihce  toit  feveralOxen, 
the  Fjefh  of  which  they  eat  as  holy,  and  throw  the  Bones  in  a 
Place  appointed  for  that  Purpofe.  Herodotus  mentioned  the  Sa¬ 
crifices  of  the  Oxen  made  at  the  Sources  of  the  Nile ,  upwards  of 
Two  Thoufand  Years  fin  ce.  The  Natives  about  thefe  Sources, 
are  called  Agents,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Gojam ,  in  Twelve  De¬ 
grees  of  North  Latitude,  and  Fifty-five  of  Longitude.  The 
Sources  are  in  a  Plain  about  f  of  a  League  round,  and  Unround¬ 
ed  wdth  Mountains.  After  this  they  fall  into  a  fmali  Lake  : 
next  run  under  Ground  the  Diftance  of  a  Musket- Ihot  ;  then 
wind,  hr  il  North-eaft,  and  after  flowing  entirely  Eaftward, 
enter  the  great  Lake  of  Dambea  ;  and  leaving  this  Lake,  they 
fall  among  Rocks,  which  almoft  conceal  this  River  from  Sight, 
whence  it  runs  a  very  long  Way  Southward,  afterwards  turn# 
Weitvvard  ;  and  at  laffc  runs  back  towards  its  Source,  which  it 
leaves  about  Ten  Leagues  Eaftward.  Thus  it  forms  a  Peninfula, 
which  poffibly  was  that  called  by  the  Antients,  the  Ifland  of 
Meroe ,  and  by  the  Moderns,  the  Ifland  Guegere.  It  then  flows 
through  the  reft  of  AbyJJlnia ,  Nubia ,  and  Egypt,  moll  or  whole 
Cities  are  watered  by 'it.— I  fhall  not  take  upon  me  to  «deter¬ 
mine,  how  much  the  above  Relation  ought  to  be  depended  upon, 
for,  whilft  the  Jefuits  affirm  that  the  Nile  rifes  from  two  Fountains, 
others  affirm  that  it  flows  but  from  one,  and  that  fituated  in  a 
Plain,  twelve  Days  journey  from  Gondar ,  the  Capital  of  Ethi¬ 
opia.  What  is  moll  to  be  depended  upon,  is  the  Courfe  of  the 
Nile  fiom  its  famous  Cataracts,  the  nrlt  of  which  is  not  far  from 
the  Lake  Dambea . 

hea , 
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lea  *.  The  Country  round  it  is  inchantingly  beau¬ 
tiful.  On  every  fide  are  feen  Towns,  and  delight¬ 
ful  Groves  of  Laurel-trees.  ’Tis  about  an  hundred 
Leagues  in  lengthy  and  thirty-five  or  forty  broad. 
The  Water  of  this  Stream  is  foft  and  agreeable, 
and  much  lighter  than  that  of  the  Nile.  About 
the  middle  of  the  Lake  is  an  Eland,  wherein  (lands 
one  of  the  Emperor’s  Palaces,  which,  though  not 
fo  large  as  that  of  Gcndary  is  yet  equally  beautiful 
and  magnificent. 

The  Emperor  went  thither,  and  I  had  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  accompanying  him.  He  himfelf  got  into 
a  little  Boat,  in  which  are  three  Rowers;  and 
the  Nephew  of  Moor  at ,  with  myfelf,  followed  him 
in  another.  Thefe  Boats,  which  will  not  hold 
above  fix  Perfons,  are  made  of  Bulnrfh-mats,  joined 
together  very  neatly,  but  without  Pitch  or  Tar. 
Though  thefe  Bulrufhes  are  joined  extremely  clofe, 
I  yet  cannot  conceive  how  ’tis  poffible  for  the  Boats 
in  queftion  to  keep  out  Water. 

We  (laid  three  Days  in  that  enchanting  Palace, 
where  I  made  fome  Chymical  Experiments,  with 
which  the  Emperor  was  highly  pleafed.  This  Pa¬ 
lace  is  furrounded  with  Walls  ;  and  there  are  two 
Churches  in  it,  under  the  Care  of  certain  Friars 
who  lead  a  Conventual  Life.  One  of  thefe 
Churches  is  dedicated  to  St.  Claudius ,  and  gives  the 
Name  to  the  Eland,  which  is  about  a  League  in 
Circumference. 

One  Day,  whilfl  we  were  in  this  Eland,  Word 
was  brought  the  Emperor  that  four  Hyppopotamus's , 

*  We  find  Dambea,  or  Detnhya  in  oar  Maps.  ’Tis  reckoned 
as  one  of  the  Principalities  or  Provinces  of  the  Ethiopian  Empire. 
In  our  Maps  we  find  a  great  Lake  about  Qembyu  ;  but  it  is  there 
called  Tzana  Lake  ;  and  to  the  Louth  of  it,  the  Mead  or  Faun*? 
tains  of  the  Nile  are  fpecified. 


or 
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or  River-Horfes,  appeared  in  the  Lake.  *.  We  had 
the  Pleafure  to  lee  them  half  an  Flour.  They 
drove  the  Water  before  them,  and  fprang  forward  to 
a  great  Height.  The  Skin  of  two  of  thefe  Ani¬ 
mals  was  white,  and  that  of  the  other  two  were 
red.  Their  Meads  refernbled  that  of  a  Horfe,  but 
their  Ears  were  (hotter.  I  could  not  form  a  Judg¬ 
ment  of  the  reft  of  their  Bodies,  I  having  feea 
them  but  confufedly.  Thefe  Hyppopotami  are  am¬ 
phibious  Creatures  which  come  out  of  the  Water  in 
order  to  graze  upon  the  Shore,  whence  they  often 
carry  off  Goats  and  Sheep,  and  feed  upon  them. 
Their  Skins  are  highly  valued ,  and  Shields  are 
made  of  them,  which  are  Proof  againft  a  Lance  or 
Mufket-ball.  The  Ethiopians  eat  the  Flefh  of  thole 
Animals,  which  muft  certainly  be  unwholefome. 

The  way  of  taking  them  is  as  follows.  When¬ 
ever  an  Ethiopian  fpies  one  of  them,  he  follows  him 
with  a  drawn  Sabre,  and  cuts  off  his  Legs.  The 
Animal  being,  by  this  means,  rendered  unable  to 
fwim,  makes  to  the  Shore,  and  there  loofes  the  reft 
of  his  Blood.  The  Emperor  ordered  the  Canon  to 
be  lired  at  thefe  Hyppopotamus9 s  -,  but  as  the  Markf- 
men  were  not  quick  enough,  the  Animals  plunged 
back  into  the  Water,  and  difappeared. 

The  Emperor  went  from  the  Ifland  of  St.  Clau¬ 
dius  ^  to  Arringon ,  where  there  is  a  Garrifon,  as  I 
before  obferved ,  and  I  myfelf  went  to  Emfras ,  a 
League  diftant  from  Gondar.  The  City  of  Em- 
fras  is  not  fo  large  as  Gondar,  but -more  agreeable, 
more  pleadingly  fituated,  and  the  Houfes  are  bet» 

*  Some  fay  this  Animal  is  as  large  as  the  Crocodile  ;  that  he 
will  come  out  of  the  Water,  and  go  even  upon  the  Tops  of 
Mountains  to  graze  j  and  that  he  is  at  perpetual  War  with  the 
Crocodile.  phecvenot  informs  us,  that  he  faw  one  in  Egypt,  as 
large  as  a  Camel  ;  and  that  its  Skin  was  almoft  Musket-Proof. 
This  Hyppopotamus  was  brought  to  Cairo 9  where  Ehe'uenot  law  it. 
Ludutf  thinks  this  Animal  to  be  the  Behemoth  mentioned  in 
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ter  built.  They  are  all  feparated  one  from  the 
other  by  ever-green  Fledges,  which  are  covered 
with  Fruits  and  Flowers  -,  and  intermixed  with 
V  rees  planted  at  an  equal  Di (lance.  Mod  of  the 
Towns  in  Ethiopia  are  in  this  Form.  The  Ernpe- 
ror’s  Palace  (lands  on  an  Eminence  which  furveys 
the  whole  City. 

Emfras  is  famous  for  the  Trade  carried  on  there 
in  Slaves  and  Civet.  So  prodigious  a  number  of  Ci¬ 
vet-Cats  *  are  brought  here,  that  fome  Traders 
have  .three  hundred  of  them.  This  Animal,  (as 
its  Name  imports)  is  a  kind  of  Cat,  and  is  brought 
up  with  great  Difficulty.  ’Tis  fed’ thrice  a  Week 
with  raw  Beef  ;  and,  the  other  Days,  with  a  fort 
of  Milk-Pottage.  The  Ethiopians  perfume  this 
Animal  from  Time  to  Time  with  Odours;  and 
lei  ape  or  takeoff,  once  a  Week,  an  oily  Subilance 

*  According  to  fome  Authors,  this  Animal  is  about  the  Size 
of  a  large  Pole-cat  ;  and  its  Eyes  are  faid  to  (nine  like  thofe  of  a 
Cat  in  the  Night.  1  he  Colour  predominant  in  this  Animal  is 
b  ack.  lis  very  furious,  and  will  often  break  its  Teeth  againft 
the  Iron,  when  pent  in  a  Cage.  Many  think  that  the  Recepta- 
Cies^  of  the  Civet  is  a  Bag  below  the  Anns  ;  and  that  it  does  not 
arife  from  its  Sweat.  Some  imagine  that  ’tis  the  Hyaena  men¬ 
tioned  by  Arifiotle ,  which  was  a  Vm aller  Sort  of  Hyaena  ;  but 
others  think  the  Civet-Cat  was  unknown  to  the  Antients.  The 
Author  of  Spectacle  de  la  Nature ,  Vol.  I.  fays  that  the  Civet-Cat 
is  peculiar  to  America  ;  and  larger  than  the  Houfe-Cat  ;  but 
fome  Authors  I  have  read,  and  particularly  one,  mentioned  be*® 
low,  relates  tnat  this  Animal  is  alio  found  in  Guinea.  The  Name 
is  (aid  to  be  derived  from  Zibet  or  Zehed ,  an  Arabic  Word  iigni- 
fying  Froth,  or  loam,  the  Liquid  which  conies  from  the  Civet- 
Cat  being  fiothy  ;  and  is  put  into  a  Sweat  by  being  drove  about 
in  the  Cage  in  which  ’tis  confined,  with  a  little  Stick.  Mr. 
y°hn  Atkins  of  P taijfoiv  in  EJfex%  a  Gentleman  1  believe,  of  the 
greateih  Veracity,  informs  ns  in  the  Note,  page  52.  of  his  Vov- 
ages  printed  at  London  1735.  “  That  the  Civet  is  about  as 

^  large  as  a  Ram- Cat,  and  comes  from  Sherbro  in  Guinea.  Its 
t  ^ea<^  bke  the  Fox  $,  I  he  Male  only  affords  the  Perfume, 

4  ^îe  ^ate  of  three  or  four  Grains  a  Day,  gathered  with  a 
Qudl  out  of  a  little  Codd  or  Hole,  near  the  Inteftinum  Rec - 
£‘  turn  A 
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which  i flues  from  its  Body  with  the  Sweat.  This 
Excrement  is  called  Civet  from  the  Name  of  the 
Animal.  This  Subfiance  is  put  up  carefully  into  an 
Ox’s  Horn,  which  they  flop  very  clofe. 

I  arrived  at  Emfras  at  the  Time  of  the  Vintage, 
which,  in  Ethiopia ,  is  always  in  February  ;  and  not 
in  Autumn ,  as  in  Europe .  I  there  law  Bunches  of 
Grapes  which  weighed  upwards  of  eight  Pounds, 
the  Stones  whereof  were  as  big  as  large  Nuts. 
There  are  fome  of  all  Colours.  The  White  Grapes, 
though  extremely  well- tailed,  are  not  efieemed  by 
the  Abyffinians  \  and  afking  the  Caufeof  it,  I  had  rea- 
fon  to  conjecture  by  the  Anfwer,  that  it  is  becaufe 
they  are  of  the  fame  Colour  with  the  Portuguefe 
The  Abyjfmian  Friars  infpire  the  common  People 
with  fo  great  an  Averfion  for  the  Europeans ,  who 
are  white  in  Comparifon  of  them,  that  they  caufe 
them  to  defpife,  and  even  hate  every  Thing  that 
refembles  them  in  Colour. 

Emfras  is  the  only  City  in  Ethiopia  where  the 
Mohammedans  are  allowed  the  public  Exercife  of 
their  Religion,  and  where  their  Houfes  are  inter¬ 
mixed  with  thofe  of  the  Chriftians . 

The  Ethiopians  have  but  one  Wife,  but  would 
be  very  glad  were  a  Plurality  permitted  -,  and  that 
fome  Text  in  the  Gofpel  could  be  found  to  counte¬ 
nance  fiich  a  Practice.  Whiltl  I  was  Tzemba  with 
the  Emperor,  he  afked  my  Opinion  about  this  Mat¬ 
ter.  I  anfwered,  that  a  Plurality  of  Wives  was 
neither  neceffary  to  Man,  nor  agreeable  to  God, 
fince  he  had  created  but  one  Wife  for  Adam  ;  and 
I  this  was  what  our  Lord  hinted  at,  when  he  told  the 
Jews  that  the  only^Reafon  why  Mofes  allowed  them 
a  Plurality,  was,  becaufe  of  the  Hardnefs  of 
their  Hearts  ,  but  that  Things  had  not  been  fo  from 
the  Beginning.  The  Abyjfmian  Monks  are  vaftly 

k 

*  This  is  whimfîcaî  enough, 
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fevere  to  fnch  Men  as  have  above  bne,  but  the 
Lay-Judges  are  much  more  indulgent. 

The  Ethiopians  profefs  the  Chriftian  Religion. 
They  admit  the  holy  Scriptures  and  Sacraments  ; 
they  believe  the  Tranfubftantiation  of  Bread  and 
Wine  into  the  Body  and  Blood  of  our  Saviour  *  ; 
they  invoke  the  Saints  as  we  (the  Romanifts)  do  j 
receive  the  Communion  under  both  kinds  ;  and 
confecrate  like  the  Greeks  with  leavened  Bread. 
They  keep  four  Lents,  as  is  the  Cuftom  of  the 
Eafterns  -,  viz.  the  great  Lent  which  continues  fifty 
Days  ;  that  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul ,  which  fome- 
times  lafts  forty  Days,  and  fometimes  iefs,  as  Eafter 
falls  higher  or  lower  ;  that  of  our  Lady’s  Aftump- 
tion,  which  continues  a  Fortnight,  and  that  of  Ad¬ 
vent  which  lafts  Three  Weeks.  During  thefe  lè¬ 
verai  Lents,  the  Abyjfmians  eat  neither  Eggs,  But¬ 
ter,  nor  Cheefe  ,  and  take  no  Suftenance  whilft  the 
Sun  is  up;  but  they  eat  and  drink  till  Midnight  af¬ 
ter  it  is  fet.  Ethiopia  not  producing  Olives,  the 
Natives  are  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  an  Oil  they  ex¬ 
tract  from  a  Berry  of  that  Country.  5Tis  agree¬ 
able  enough  to  the  Tafte.  They  obferve  a  no  lefs 
rigorous  Fail  every  JVednefday  and  Friday  through¬ 
out  the  Year.  They  always  pray  before  Meals. 
The  Peafants  an  Hour  before  Sun-fet  leave  their 
Work  to  go  to  Prayers  ;  they  never  eating  till  after 
they  have  acquitted  themfelves  of  that  Duty.  No 
Perfon  is  difpenfed  from  Fafting  ;  to  which  all  Per- 
fons  whether  old  or  young,  and  even  the  Sick  are  ( 
equally  engaged.  Children  are  commonly  brought  j- 
to  the  Communion  when  about  Ten  Years  old  ,  and 
from  that  Time  they  are  obliged  to  faft. 

The  Declaration  which  they  make  of  their  Sins 
is  very  imperfedf,  and  is  performed  in  manner  fol¬ 
lowing. 1  f  hey  go  and  fall  proftiate  at  the  Feet  of 

*  This  is  denied  by  the  nioft  approved  Writers  on  AbyJJinia , 
gs  well  as  {bine  other  Points  mentioned  by  our  Traveller. 
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the  Prieft,  who  is  leafed  ;  and  there  accufe  them- 
felves,  in  general,  of  being  great  Sinners  ;  and  that 
they  merit  Hell,  without  once  fpeeifymg  any  of  the 
particular  Sins  they  may  have  committed.  Alter 
this  Declaration  the  Pried,  holding  the  Book  of 
the  Gofpels  in  his  Left-hand,  and  the  Crofs  in  his 
R  ight  ;  touches,  with  the  Crofs,  the  Eyes,  Ears, 
Nox,  Mouth  and  Hands  of  the  Penitent,  repeat¬ 
ing  tome  Prayers.  He  afterwards  reads  the  Goipel, 
makes  feveral  Signs  of  the  Crofs  over  him,  enjoins 
him  a  certain  Penance,  and  difmiffes  him. 

The  Ethiopians  appear  with  much  greater  Mode- 
fty  and  Awe  in  their  Churches,  than  People  gene¬ 
rally  do  in  Europe.  They  never  enter  them  but 
bare-footed,  for  which  Reafon  the  Pavement  of 
their  Churches  is  covered  with  Carpets.  No  one  is 
heard  to  /peak,  or  blow  his  Nofe  in  them,  or  feen 
to  turn  his  Head.  Every  Perfon  who  goes  £0 
Church  is  obliged  to  put  on  clean  Linnen,  other- 
wife  he  would  be  refuled  Admittance.  When  the 
Lordss  Supper  is  adminiftred,  all  Perfons,  the 
Pried  and  Communicants  excepted,  withdraw;  Ï 
know  not  whether  this  be  done  out  of  Humility, 
as  thinking  thetnfelves  unworthy  to  partake  of  the 
Divine  Myiberies, 

Their  Churches  are  very  neat,  and  adorned  with 
Pictures,  but  never  with  Statues  or  Images  in  Re¬ 
lievo.  Neverthelefs  the  Emperor  accepted  of  fome 
Crucifixes  of  that  Sort,  which  1  had  the  Honour  to 
prefent  him,  as  likewife  feveral  Miniature  Paintings, 
which  he  killed  refpectfully,  and  ordered  them  to 
be  put  into  his  Clofet.  The  Paintings  in  Miniature 
were  Images  of  Saints,  whofe  Names  he  caufed  to  be 
writ  under  them,  in  Ethiopie  Characters,  *Twas 
on  this  Occafion  the  Emperor  told  me,  that  we 
were  all  of  the  fame  Religion,  and  differed  only  in 
the  Ceremonies.  They  perfume  with  Incenfe  aJ- 
mofl  continually  during  their  Makes  and  the  Of- 
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fice.  Though  they  have  no  Mufic  Books,  they  yet 
chaunt  in  a  juft  and  agreeable  manner,  and  Mufi- 
cal  Inftruments  are  founded  on  thefe  Occafions.  The 
Friars  rife  twice  in  the  Night  to  fin  g  Pfalms.  The 
Drefs  of  their  Monks  when  out  of  Church,  is  very 
like  that  of  the  Seculars;  and  they  areidiftinguifhed 
only  by  a  Yellow  or  Purple  Leather-Cap  wore  on 
their  Heads.  The  Diverfity  of  Colours  diftin- 
guifhes  their  Orders.  The  Friars  in  general  are 
greatly  efteemed  in  Ethiopia, 

The  Abyffmians  borrowed  Circumcifion  from  the 
Jews,  À  Child  is  circumcifed  the  feventh  Day  af¬ 
ter  its  Birth  ;  and  is  not  baptized  till  afterwards, 
except  it  is  in  Danger  of  dying,  for  then  its  Bap- 
tifm  would  not  be  deferred  a  Moment.  They  do 
not  confider  Circumcifion  as  a  Sacrament,  but  mere¬ 
ly  as  a  Ceremony,  pradiifed  in  Imitation  of  our 
Saviour,  who  thought  it  requifite  to  be  circumcifed. 
I  have  been  allured  that  the  Popes  of  Rome  had  to¬ 
lerated  Circumcifion  in  Abyffmia ,  but  with  this  Re¬ 
ft  rid  ion,  that  they  were  not  to  conhder  it  as  necef- 
fary  to  Salvation  *.  I  could  add  many  other  curious 
Particulars.  .  Perceiv- 

*  With  Refpeft  to  the  Religion  of  the  Abyffmians ,  this  is 
what  I  find  in  the  moll  approved  Writers.  It  was  obferved  be¬ 
fore,  that  their  Religion  is  a  Mixture  of  Chriftianity  and  Ju~ 
da  i fin.  Circumcifion  is  performed  by  an  old  Woman,  but 
Priehs  baptize.  Infants  are  baptized  by  a  gentle  Immerfion  and 
fprinkling  with  Water,  but  adult  Perlons  are  plunged  thrice  in 
fome  Pond  or  River.  They  receive  the  Sacraments  under  both 
kinds  ;  and  'the  Liquor  ufed  on  thefe  Oecafions  is  made  of 
the  bruifed  Stones  of  Raifms,  infufed  in  Water,  which,  after 
giving  the  Bread,  the  Deacon  delivers  to  the  Communicant  in  a 
Spoon.  They  likewife  burn  Perfumes.  Ail  Perfons  receive  the 
Sacrament  once  a  Month,  or  oftner  if  they  thinks  proper.  They 
acknowledge  the  fame  Books  of  Scripture  as  we  do.  They  ad¬ 
mit  the  Councils  of  Nice ,  Confiant  impie,  and  Ephefus .  They  ufe 
the  Nia  fie  Creed,  but  not  that  of  the  Apoftles.  They  declare 
that  the  Three  Perfons  in  the  Trinity  are  one  God.  They  ac¬ 
knowledge  but  two  Sacraments,  Baptifm  and  the  lall  Supper. 
They  believe  in  the  real  Prefence,  but  not  in  Tranfubilantiation. 

They 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits.  245 

Perceiving  that  my  Health  decayed  daily,  Ï  re- 
folved  to  return  to  France ,  and  to  defire  leave  of  the 
Emperor  for  that  Purpofe.  He  feemed  very  uneafy 
when  I  told  him  my  Delign,  and  therefore  gave 
frefh  Orders  to  have  the  utmoft  Care  taken  of  me, 
he  being  afraid  that  I  was  diffatisfied.  Fie  offered 
me  Ploufes  and  Lands,  and  even  a  very  confidera- 
ble  Eftablifhment  j  but  how  defirous  foever  I  might 
be,  to  ferve  fo  gracious  a  Prince,  who  poffeffed  fuch 
exalted  Qualities  ;  I  obferved  to  him,  that  ever  fince 
the  grievous  Fit  of  Sicknefs  which  had  like  to 
have  been  fatal  to  me  at  Barko ,  I  could  not  recover 
my  Health,  though  I  had  tried  the  feveral  Powers 
of  Phylic,  and  made  ufe  of  all  the  Precautions  ima¬ 
ginable.  That  I  found  it  would  not  be  poffible 
for  me  to  recover,  unlefs  Ï  went  into  another  Cli¬ 
mate  *,  in  fhort,  except  I  returned  to  my  Native 
Country.  I  declared  that  it  was  the  greateft  Pain  to 
me  to  think  of  leaving  fo  gracious  a  King*,  but  that 
I  fhould  certainly  die,  if  I  continued  any  longer  in 
Ethiopia.  The  Emperor  then  granted,  though 
with  the  utmoft  Relu&ance,  the  Favour  I  fo  ear» 
neftly  requefted  *,  but  upon  this  Condition,  that  Ï 
fhould  return  to  his  Court,  as  foon  as  I  had  recovered 
my  Health  ;  and  in  order  to  bind  me  by  the  moil 
facred  of  all  Engagements,  he  obliged  me  ta  fwear 

They  fay,  that  there  are  not  two  Natures  and  two  Wills  in  Chrift. 
Auricular  Confeflion  is  not  praélifed  by  them,  1  hey  believe  the 
Immortality  of  the  Soul,  and  that  the  Souls  of  good  Men  are 
not  admitted  into  Heaven  till  the  Refurre&ion.  They  invoke 
Saints,  Angels,  and  the  Virgin  Mary.  They  obferve  Chriftmas, 
E  after,  Wbitfuntide ,  and  other  Feftivals  î  and  fall  the  Days  of 
Lent,  befides  fome  others.  The  Emperor  is,  as  was  before  ob¬ 
ferved,  Head  both  in  Spirituals  and  Temporals.  Their  Patriarch, 
who  is  confecrated  by  him  of  Alexandria,  confers  Orders  on  their 
-Clergy,  who  are  principally  Monks.  Éhe  Monarch,  and  the 
chief  Nobility  take  Deacons  Orders.  The  People  ufe  lighted 
Tapers  at  Divine  Service.  They  always  Hand  in  their  Churches, 
which  are  kept  very  neat,  and  they  never  fpit  in  them.  During 
Divine  Seryice,  they  are  allowed  to  lean  on  Çruiches, 
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upon  the  holy  Gofpels  that  I  would  keep  my 
Word. 

The  Eileem  he  entertained  for  our  Monarch, 
From  the  Charader  I  had  drawn,  as  well  as  from 
the  Particulars  others  had  told  him,  made  the  Em¬ 
peror  délirons  of  entring  into  an  Alliance  with  a 
Prince,  whole  Reputation  was  lo  great  in  every 
Part  of  the  World  *  ;  and  for  that  Purpofe  to  lend 
an  EmbaiTador  with  Credentials  and  Prefects.  At 
lirll  he  pitched  upon  an  Abbot  called  Ahona  Grego¬ 
rios  -,  and,  in  that  view,  commanded  me  to  teach 
him  the  Latin  longue.  As  this  Friar  was  a  Perfon 
of  very  good  Senfe,  and  fpoke  and  wrote  Arabic 
perfedly,  he  made,  in  a  very  fliort  Time,  a  very 
confiderable  Progreis  in  that  Language  j  but  as  the 
Abyffmian  Monarchs  employ  Foreigners  in  Embaf- 
fies,  rather  than  Natives,  it  was  no  difficult  Matter 
for  Moorat  to  get  his  Nephew  appointed  Embaffa- 
dor  to  France.  The  Emperor  declared  him  pub- 
Jickly  fuch  ;  and  accordingly  ordered  his  Prefen ts  to 
be  got  ready,  confiding  in  Elephants,  Horfes,  E- 
thiopan  Children,  &c. 

As  I  was  once  waiting  upon  the  Emperor,  before 
he  was  fixed  with  Regard  to  the  Choice  of  an  Em- 
baffiador,  he  fent  for  the  Princes  his  Children  ;  when 
di reding  himfelf  to  one  of  the  youngeft,  who  was 
about  eight  or  nine  Years  of  Age,  he  declared,  that 
he  had  fome  Thoughts  of  fending  him  into  France , 
the  lined:  Country  in  the  World  J.  The  young 
Prince  anfwered,  with  a  great  deal  of  ready  Wit, 
that  it  would  be  the  utmoft  Pain  to  him  to  leave 
his  Majefty  however,  that  if  he  thought  it  pro- 

*  The  Reader  may  have  obferved,  in  the  Courfe  of  thefe 
feveral  Fravels,  that  the  French  take  all  Opportunities  of  exalt¬ 
ing  their  Country  and  their  Monarch. 

4  Our  Authors  commonly  write  this  Word  thus,  Ahhuna. 

Î  Many  of  my  Readers  will  probably  look  upon  this,  and 
what  follows,  as  a  Flourilh. 
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per  for  him  to  undertake  this  Voyage,  he  was  rea¬ 
dy  to  obey  his  Commands.  The  Emperor,  direct¬ 
ing  himfelf  afterwards  to  me,  afked  what  Treaty 
ment  his  Son  would  meet  with  at  the  Court  of 
France \  to  which  I  replied,  that  all  thofe  Honours 
would  be  fhewn  him,  which  were  due  to  the  great- 
eft  and  moil  powerful  Monarch  in  Africa.  He  is 
too  young  at  prefent ,  faid  the  Emperor  ;  and  the 
Voyage  is  too  long  and  too  hazardous  ;  out  I  perhaps 
may  fend  him  one  of  thefe  Hays ,  when  he  -is  oldef  s 
and  more  able  to  undergo  the  Fatigues  of  fuch  a  Voy¬ 
age.  . 

My  Departure  being  fixed,  the  Emperor  admit¬ 
ted  me  to  the  Audience  of  leave  with  the  ufual  Ce¬ 
remonies.  As  foon  as  i  came  into  his  Prelence,  the 
chief  Treaiurer  brought  a  Bracelet  of  Gold,  and 
this  the  Emperor  himfelf  was  piealed  to  fix  round 
my  Arm,  Trumpets  founding  and  Ketde-Drurns 
bearing.  The  Honour  paid  in  Fthiopia ,  on  this 
Gccahon,  is  equivalent  to  the  Order  ol  Knighthood 
in  Europe.  He  afterwards  prefented  me  with  the 
ceremonial  Mantle  ;  and  as  it  was  Dinnci-time,  he 
was  fo  gracious  as  to  bid  me  ftay  ^  ana  made  me 
dine  at  a  Table,  which,  though  not  fo  high  as 
his  own,  flood  very  near  it.  ft  he  Entertainment 
being  ended,  I  took  leave  of  the  Emperor,|who  com¬ 
manded  the  chief  Treafurer  to  furnilh  me  with 

every  Thing  I  might  want. 

The  fécond  of  May  1700  was  fixed^  for  my  De¬ 
parture.  An  Officer,  with  a  Guard  of  an  hundred 
Horfe,  was  ordered  to  efcort  me  to  the  Frontiers 
of  the  Empire  ,  together  with  an  Interpreter  who 
could  fpeak  the  Languages  of  the  feveral  Provinces 
we  were  to  pafs  through,  every  Province  having  its 
peculiar  ftongue  *.  Several  Merchants  who  were 

*  I  fuppofe  thefe  are  only  fo  many  Dialects, 
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going  to  Mejjua  joined  Company  with  me,  they 
being  very  defirous  of  embracing  this  Opportunity 
of  travelling  with  fo  much  Safety.  Though  Moo- 
rat  the  Embaffiador,  intreated  me  to  fet  out  as 
foon  as  poffible,  for  fear  of  the  Rains,  which  began 
to  fall  every  Night  ;  he  himfdf  was  not  able  to  go 
fo  foon,  being  detained  by  the  Emperor.  We 
agreed  upon  Duvarna  as  the  Place  of  our  Rendez¬ 
vous,  in  order  that  we  might  fet  out  together.  I 
was  prodigioudy  affeded  at  my  taking  leave  of  this 
Monarch,  who  gave  me  all  poffible  Demonftrations 
of  his  Aftedion,  and  feemed  forry  to  part  with  me. 
I  can  never  think  of  that  Prince  but  with  the  deep- 
eft  Senfe  of  the  Obligations  Ï  owe  him  }  and  would 
my  Health  have  permitted,  f  fhould  have  devoted 
myfelf  entirely  to  him,  and  facrificed  the  Remainder 
of  my  Days  to  his  Service.  The  chief  Noblemen 
of  the  Court  did  me  the  Honour  to  accompany  me 
two  Leagues,  purfuant  to  the  Orders  given  them 
for  that  Purpofe. 

We  took  the  City  of  Emfras ,  which  I  mention¬ 
ed  before,  in  our  Way.  The  Officer,  our  Con¬ 
clu  dor  always  arrived  an  Hour  before  us  at  the  Place 
appointed  for  our  Quarters.  He  went  and  alighted 
either  at  the  Governor's  Houfe,  or  at  that  of  the 
principal  Perfon  of  the  Village  ;  and  ffiewed  him 
the  Orders  of  the  Court,  written  on  a  Roll  of 
Parchment.  This  Roll  is  put  in  a  fmall  Gourd, 
which,  being  tied  with  filke-n  Strings,  hangs  about 
the  Officer’s  Neck.  The  Moment  of  his  Arrival, 
the  chief  Perfons  of  the  Town  or  Place  affemble 
before  the  Governor’s  Door,  where,  in  their  Pre- 

*  1  imagine  this  is  the  Ifland,  in  the  Red  Sea ,  called  Matzu- 
ma  m  our  hdaps,  lying  near  the  Port  of  Erquico ,  which  is  that 
as  I  luppofe,  our  Traveller  elfewhere,  calls  Arcouva. 

f  Our  Traveller  tells  us  a  little  above,  that  Moorat  the  Mini- 
iher,  got  his  Ne.phew  appointed  Embaffador.  This  Nephew 
ynull.  therefore  have  alfo  been  named  Moorat,  or  our  Author 
Ipm't  have  committed  a  M;  flake* 
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fence,  he  takes  off  his  Gourd,  breaks  it,  and  pulls 
out  the  little  Roll  of  Parchment,  called  in  their 
Language,  Ati  Hefes ,  or  the  Emperor  s  Order .  He 
afterwards  prefents  it  very  refpecftfully  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor  -,  telling  him,  at  the  fame  Time,  that  if  he 
does  not  comply  with  the  Contents,  he  muff  an- 
fwer  it  with  his  Head.  Every  Order,  the  Difobe- 
dience  to  which  is  Death,  is  writ  in  red  Letters. 
The  Governor,  as  a  Teftimony  of  his  Refpecft  and 
Compliance,  takes  and  lays  it  on  his  Plead  ;  and  af¬ 
terwards  iffues  a  Command,  throughout  his  whole 
Province,  for  defraying  the  Expence  of  the  Officer 
and  of  all  thofe  in  his  Retinue. 

We  employed  one  Day  in  travelling  from  Gon~ 
dar  to  Emfras ,  and  were  obliged  to  go  over  a  high 
Mountain,  through  very  bad  Roads.  On  this 
Mountain  Hands  a  large  Monaftery,  with  a  Church 
dedicated  to  St.  Anne.  This  Place  is  famous, 
and  Pilgrims  vifit  it  from  a  great  Diftance. 
In  this  Monaftery  is  a  Spring,  the  Water  of  which 
is  extremely  clear  and  cool  ;  and  Pilgrims  drink  of 
it  out  of  Devotion.  They  affirm  that  many  mira¬ 
culous  Cures  are  wrought  lay  it,  at  the  Interceftion 
of  St.  Anne,  whom  the  Ahyffmians  confider  as  a 
great  Saint. 

We  arrived  at  Emfras  the  third  of  May,  and  took 
lip  our  Quarters  in  a  fine  Houfe  belonging  to  old  Moo -- 
rat,  where  I  was  entertained  three  Days.  In  this 
City  I  heard  a  Concert  compofed  of  a  Harp  and  a 
fort  of  Violin  which  is  very  like  ours.  I  alfo  was  at 
a  kind  of  Dramatic  Entertainment.  The  A&ors 
fin  g  Verfes  in  Honour  of  the  Perfon  whom  they  arejto 
divert, and  play  a  thoufand  Feats  of  Activity.  Some 
perform  a  grand  Dance  to  the  Sound  of  fmall 
Kettle-Drums  ;  and  being  very  nimble  and  light, 
they  throw  themfelves  into  a  thoufand  antic  Po¬ 
ilu  res.  Others  holding  a  naked  Sabre  in  one  Hand, 
and  a  Buckler  in  the  other,  reprefen  t  Combats  in 

their 
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their  dancing  *  ;  and  leap  in  fo  furprizing  a  man” 
ner,  that  no  one  but  thofe  who  had  been  Spectators 
on  fuch  Occafions  could  think  it  poffible.  One  of 
there  Dancers  brought  me  a  Ring,  and  defiring  me 
to  hide  it  myfelf,  or  get  fonre  other  Perfon  to  hide 
it,  faicl  he  would  find  it  out.  I  took  it,  and  hid 
it  fo  cunningly  that  I  thought  it  impoffibie  for  him 
ever  to  find  out  the  Place  :  However,  1  was  fur- 
prized,  a  Moment  after,  to  Re  him  come  up,  dan¬ 
cing  in  Cadence,  and  whifper  in  my  Ear,  that  he 
had  the  Ring,  and  confequently  that  I  had  not 
hid  it  artfully.  Others  held  a  Lance  in  one  Hand, 
and  aGlafs  filled  with  Mead  in  the  other,  and  leaped 
to  a.  prodigious  Height  without  fpilling  a  Drop, 

From  Emfras  we  'went  and  lay  at  Coga,  former¬ 
ly  the  Refidence  of  the  Emperors  of  Ethiopia.  The 
City  is  filial]  but  delightfully  fituated,  and  the  Places 
round  it  are  vafdy  agreeable.  I  took  up  my  Quarters 
at  the  Houle  of  the  Governor  of  the  Province,  who 
paid  me  great  Honours,  as  did  the  reft  of  the  Go¬ 
vernors  and  Heads  of  Villages,  at  whofe  Houles  I 
lodged  in  the  Way.  At  Coga^  our  Conductor  be¬ 
gan  to  entruft  the  Baggage  with  the  Lords  of  the 
feveral  Villages,  who  ordered  them  to  be  carried  to 
the  Frontier,  in  the  manner  related  above.  I  have 
not  given  a  very  accurate  Account  of  the  various 
Places  through  which  we  travelled  -,  I  being  at  that 
Time  too  weak  and  indifpofed,  to  take  the  Notice 
I  fhould  otherwife  have  done. 

We  employ’d  feven  or  eight  Days  in  eroding  the 
Province  of  Ogara ,  where  the  Heats  are  lefs  vio¬ 
lent  than  in  other  Places,  which  is  owing  to  the  ma¬ 
ny  very  high  Mountains  in  that  Neighbourhood.  I 
was  told,  that  Ice  is  found  on  them  at  certain  Sea- 

*  T  h  is  Teems  to  be  fomething  like  the  Pyrrhic  Dance  of  the 
ikntients.  laid  to  be  invented  by  Pyrrhus  the  Son  of  Achilles , 
and  performed  by  the  Dancers  ftriking  on  the  Shields  with  their 
Arms,  to  the  Sound  of  mufical  Inftruments. 


fons. 
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fons  of  the  Year,  but  I  dare  not  afifert  this  for  a 
Truth.  Some  Houfes,  on  thefe  Mountains,  are  cut 
in  the  Rock  -,  and  I  was  fhew’d  a  Place,  where  cer¬ 
tain  young  Folks  hiding  themfelves  in  order  to  ca- 
rouze,  were  all  petrified.  Thofe  who  inform’d  me 
of  this  Particular,  declar’d  that  thefe  young  De¬ 
bauchees  are  feen  to  this  Day,  in  the  feveral  Fa¬ 
ilures  they  were  in  when  this  fad  Accident  happen’d. 
I  am  of  Opinion,  that  thefe  are  fome  ot  the  Pétri¬ 
fications  in  which  Nature  is  fometirnes  pleas’d  to 
fport  herfelf  *.  There  are  fo  great  a  Number  of 

Houfes 


*  Oar  Traveller’s  mentioning  thefe  Pétrifications,  (which  no 
doubt  are  fictitious,)  puts  me  in  Mind  of  a  Relation  pubiifii’d  in 
one  of  our  News-papers  fome  Years  fince  (i),  and  which  was 
greatly  taken  Notice  of  at  that  Time,  as  containing  fome  amazing 
Particulars.  The  Article,  as  tranfcrib’d  from  that  Paper  now 
before  me,  is  as  follows. 

London . 

“  Caffem  Ago.,  the  prefent  Envoy  of  Tripoli  to  his  Britannic 
(i  Majefly,  having  received  an  Account  of  the  Difcovery  of  a 
*e  petrify ’d  Town  in  Africa ,  where  the  Inhabitants,  Cattle, 
4‘  Trees,  and  every  Thing  are  turn’d  into  Stone  ;  it  was  given 
“  to  the  Interpreter  to  his  Majefty  for  the  orientai  Languages  (2), 
fi  who  has  tranfiated  it  from  the  Arabic  of  the  Envoy’s  own 

Hand-writing,  into  French ,  which  in  Englifh  is  as  follows. 

“  Praife  to  God  alone . 

“  A  Friend  of  mine  having  defir’d  me  to  tell  him  in  Writing, 
"  what  I  have  heard  concerning  the  petrify’d  Town,  I  Oiall 

“  give 


(1)  In  November,  172e?. 

(2)  This  was  Mr.  Dadichi,  born  in  x41eppo,  and  educated  at 
Pans  ;  a  Gentleman  famous  for  his  uncommon  Skill  in  the  Eafern 
Languages  ;  in  thofe  of  Greece  and  Rome;  in  the  Jen)  oral  polite 
modern  ones ,  and  in  every  Part  of  Literature  ;  all  which  were 
fet  of  by  a  very  communicative  Difpojition ,  of  which  I  was  fo 
happy  as  to  receive  many  Tefimonies, 

This  Relation  of  the  petrified  Town  J  rnyfelf  tranfiaied  into 
Englifh,  from  the  MS.  given  me  by  Mr*  Dadichi.  Bo  ng  my 
Stay  in  Paris,  the  ingenious  and  learned  Mr .  deJBremond,  &  Mem* 
her  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  in  f  url  -,  and  of  our  Royal 
Society  in  London,  and  Tr  unfiat  or  of  our  Fhilofophical  Tranfac - 
tions  into  French,  promis'd  to  favour  me  with  a  prfihl  Re  h ■  at  ion 
(in  MS.)  of  his  Tripe  I -ne  Story  l  but  he  be  if  ajset  wards  ex* 
tremely  ill}  I  was  oblig'd  to  leave  France  without  it ■» 
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Houfes  in  thefe  Mountains,  that  the  whole  feem  one 
continued  City,  and  they  are  built  in  an  orbicular 
Form.  The  Roofs,  which  are  in  the  Figure  of  a 
Cone, are  made  of  Bulrufhes,  and  fupporced  by  Walls 
rais’d  about  ten  or  twelve  Foot  from  the  Ground. 
The  Houfes  are  very  neat  within,  and  adorn’d  with 
Indian  Reeds  artfully  difpos’d.  On  all  Sides  we  fee 
Markets,  where  Cattle  and  Provifions  of  every 
Kind  are  fold.  The  Place  in  queftion  is  prodigi- 
oufly  populous. 

From  the  Province  of  Ogara  *  we  entered  into 
that  of  8iryy  where  the  Language  of  ligra  begins 

to 

u  give  himfelf  a  Relation  thereof, as  I  had  it  from  feveralPerfons, 
and  particularly  from  one  Man  of  Credit,  who  went  on  the 
46  Spot,  purpofely  to  fatisfy  himfelf  concerning  the  Truth  of 
fC  it  ;  and  the  Account  he  gives  is  as  follows. 

S£  That  the  Town  lies  two  Days  journey  South  from  Ou- 
guela ,  which  is  diilant  from  Tripoli  S.  E.  feventeen  Days 
March  with  the  Caravans.  That  when  he  came  to  the 
**  Town,  which  is  large  and  of  an  orbicular  Form,  wherein  are 
“  feveral  fpacious  as  well  as  narrow  Streets,  full  of  Shops,  and 
defended  by  a  very  large  and  magnificent  Caille,  he  law  ma- 
my  petrified  Trees,  in  and  about  the  Town,  moil  of  them  O- 
“  lives  and  Palms,  but  all  turn’d  into  Stone  of  a  Blue  or  Afh 
*l  Colour. 

“  That  the  Inhabitants  are  alfo  petrified  :  The  Men  whilil 
“  following  their  feveral  Occupations;  fome  with  Stulls  or  Silks 
in  their  Hands,  others  with  Bread.  In  fhort,  all  of  them  in 
*6  fomeAttion  ;  and  the  Women  with  their  Infants  at  the  Bread  ; 
and  others  in  ftridl  Embraces  with  Men,  all  turn’d  into  Stone. 
That  he  entered  the  Caille  by  three  different  Gates,  but  that 
^  there  are  more  ;  and  that  he  faw,  in  the  Caille,  a  Man  pe- 
is  trilled,  lying  on  a  Bed  of  Stone,  as  were  the  very  Centinels 
Handing  at  the  Gates,  with  their  Pikes  and  Javelins  in  their 
Hands. 

“  That  he  alfo  faw  feveral  Sorts  of  Animals,  fuch  as  Camels, 
tf  Oxen,  Horfes,  Affes,  Sheep,  and  Birds,  all  turn’d  into  Stone 
of  the  Colour  abovementioned”.  This  romantic  Story  feems 
to  be  copied  from  a  Relation  of  Mr.  le  Maire ,  who  travelled  at 
the  Expence  of  Count  de  Touloufe ,  and  is  inferted  in  LucaT s 
"Voyages,  Tom.  II.  pag.  97.  Amjlerdam  1714,  12 mo. 

*  I  don’t  find  that  the  N<*mcs,  given  by  our  Traveller,  of 
the  lèverai  Provinces  of  the  Ahyjjinian  Empire,  are  any  Way 

like 
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to  be  fpoke.  Before  we  arriv’d  at  Siry,  the  Capi* 
tal  of  this  Province,  we  crofs’d  the  River  of  Teke* 
fel ,  or  The  Breadful ,  fo  call’d  becaufe  of  its  Rapi¬ 
dity.  ’Tis  four  times  as  broad  as  the  Seine  in  Pa¬ 
ris,  and  is  crofs’d  in  Boats,  there  being  no  Bridge 
over  it.  This  is  the  fine  ft  and  moil:  fruitful  Pro¬ 
vince  I  met  with  in  all  Abyjfmia .  We  there  fee  very 
beautiful  wide-extended  Plains, water’d  with  Springs, 
and  interfpers’d  with  large  Forefts  of  Orange,  Le¬ 
mon,  Pomegranate,  and  Jeffamin  Trees.  Thefe 
Trees  are  fo  common  in  Ethiopia ,  that  they  grow 
there  and  flourifh  without  the  leaft  Culture  or  Care» 
The  Fields  and  Meadows  are  cover’d  with  Tulips, 
Ranunculus’s,  Pinks,  Lilies*,  Rofe-bufhes  which 
produce  red  and  white  Rofes  ;  and  a  thoufand  other 
Sorts  of  Flowers  unknown  to  us,  all  which  embalm 
the  Air  with  a  ftronger  and  more  delicious  Fra¬ 
grance,  than  thole  of  the  moll:  lovely  rural  Scenes 
in  Provence.  The  Officer  who  conduced  us  has  a 
very  fine  Country-feat  in  this  Province,  and  I  was 
entertain’d  a  Week  at  it.  I  began  to  obferve,  in 
this  Place,  that  the  Swelling  which  I  had  jn  the 
Orifice  of  my  Stomach  grew  lefs  ;  and  that  Exer- 
cife,  and  the  Country  Air,  .gave  me  an  Appetite, 
and  had  a  good  Effedl  upon  my  Conftitution  in  ge¬ 
neral.  In  this  CountryTeat  I  receiv’d  the  Vific 
which  the  Governor  of  the  Province  honour’d  me 
with  by  the  Emperor’s  Order.  He  caus’d  a  young 
Elephant  to  be  brought  thither,  which  the  Ernbaf- 
fador  was  to  carry  into  France ,  and  prefen t  to  the 
King  *,  fuch  being  the  Import  of  his  Orders  inclos’d 
in  the  fmall  Gourds.  From 

like  thofe  I  find  in  other  Authors  who  have  writ  on  this  Country» 
The  Provinces,  as  fpecified  in  Tome  other  Authors,  ftand  thus. 
I.  Ambara.  2.  Begamedry.  3.  Dambea.  4.  Shoa.  5.  Gojam „ 
6.  Bugna .  7.  S>amen.  8.  Gonga.  9.  Walaka .  The  chief 

City  in  Ethiopia ,  in  thofe  Authors,  is  called  Ambara ,  from  the 
firft  Province  ;  whereas  his  called  Gondar  by  our  Traveller,  as 
the  Reader  may  have  feen  above.  Ptfiibly  the  AbyJJinian  Mo- 
narchs  may  have  built,  or  removed  to  Gondar  of  late  Years. 
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From  the  Province  of  Siry  we  went  into  that  of 
Adooa  %  the  Capital  whereof  is  called  by  the  fame 
Name,  The  Governor  of  this  Province  is  one  of 
the  feven  chief  Minifters  of  the  Empire.  The  Em¬ 
peror  bellow’d  one  of  his  Daughters  in  Marriage  on 
the  Son  of  this  Governor,  who  prefides  over  twen¬ 
ty-four  Idler  Governments  or  Principalities.  Being 
arriv’d  at  his  chief  City,  he  order’d  a  moil  fplendid 
Tent  to  be  fet  up  in  his  Palace  far  my  Reception* 
He  lodg’d  me  in  a  very  noble  Apartment,  and  en¬ 
tertain’d  me  fixteen  Days  with  a  Magnificence  fui- 
table  to  his  Dignity  and  Rank.  This  Governor 
was  the  Perfon  appointed  to  furnifh  me  abundantly 
with  all  Things  neceiTary  for  my  embarking  on  the 
Red  Sea ,  and  this  he  did  in  the  moil  obliging 
Manner  poffible.  Here  I  eat  fome  Ethiopian  Beef 
(of  the  wild  Kind)  which  is  thought  a  Dainty  in 
this  Country  ;  and  indeed  ’tis  extremely  well-tailed 
and  delicate.  The  wild  AbyJJinian  Oxen  have  no 
Horns,  and  are  not  fo  large  as  ours  in  France. 

There  are  alfo  a  vail  Number  of  Roe-bucks  in 
this  Province,  but  I  did  not  fee  many  Hinds  or 
Stags.  After  returning  Thanks  to  this  Governor, 
from  whom  we  had  received  numberlefs  Favours, 
we  continued  our  Journey.  We  pall  through  a 
Fbreft  full  of  Apes  of  all  Sizes,  which  climb’d  up 
the  Trees  with  furprizing  Agility  ;  and  diverted  m 
very  much  with  their  ever- varying  Leaps.  We  af¬ 
terwards  enter’d  into  the  Province  of  Saravi ,  where 
the  little  Elephant  I  was  to  carry  into  France  died, 
which  gave  me  fome  Uneafinefs. 

In  this  Province  are  found  the  fineft  Horfes  in  all 
Ethiopia ,  and  the  Imperial  Stables  are  fill’d  with 
them.  There  the  Embafiador  was  order’d  to  pro¬ 
cure  the  Horfes  he  was  to  take  into  France.  Thefe 
Animals,  which  are  full  of  Fire,  and  of  the  Size 
of  thofe  of  Arabia ,  always  carry  their  Pleads  aloft. 

They 

¥  Adouci^  In  French. 
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They  are  not  fhod  ;  the  Ethiopians  never  Ihoeing 
their  Horfes,  or  any  other  Beafts  of  Burthen. 

From  Saravi  we  arriv’d  at  laft  at  Duvarna ,  the 
chief  City  of  the  Kingdom  of  Tigra  *.  There  are 
two  Governors  in  this  Province,  but  for  what  Rea- 
fon  I  know  not,  nor  their  feveral  Jurifdiétions. 
They  are  call’d  Barnagas,  or  Kings  of  the  Sea* 
probably  becaufe  of  their  being  in  the  Neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  Red  Sea. 

Duvarna  is  divided  into  two  Cities,  the  Upper 
and  the  Lower,  the  latter  of  which  is  inhabited  by 
the  Mohammedans.  Ail  Commodities  that  come  in¬ 
to  Ethiopia ,  by  the  Red  Sea ,  pafs  through  Duvarna . 
This  City,  which  is  about  two  Leagues  round,  is, 
as  it  were,  the  general  Storehoufe  of  all  the  Com¬ 
modities  of  India.  All  its  Houfes  are  built  of  fquare 
Stones,  and  the  Roofs  are  fo  many  Terraftes.  The 
River  of  Moraba ,  which  flows  at  the  Foot  of  this 
City,  empties  itfelf  into  the  Rekefel  f .  5Tis  not 
broad,  but  vaftly  rapid,  and  cannot  be  crofs’d  without 
Danger.  We  were  two  Months  and  a  half  in  tra¬ 
velling  from  Gondar  to  this  City,  where  I  v/as  to 
wait  for  Moorat. 

Soon  after  my  Arrival,  an  Exprefs  came  to  the 
two  Governors,  with  the  fad  News  of  the  Death 
of  Prince  Bafilius ,  the  Emperor’s  eldeft  Son,  and 
prefumptive  Heir  to  the  Crown.  This  Youth,  who 
died  at  about  nineteen  Years  of  age,  was  Mailer  of 
all  the  Qualities  that  can  diftinguifh  a  Prince.  Ab- 
ftrafled  from  his  exterior  Graces,  he  poffefs’d  the 
feveral  Virtues  that  can  adorn  the  human  Mind,  he 
being  a  Perfon  of  good  Senfe,  brave,  juft,  and  ge¬ 
nerous,  which  made  him  the  Delight  of  the  whole 
Court.  He  was  fnatch’d  away  by  a  malignant  Fe¬ 
ver, 

*  I  find  a  Province  called  7*zVr,  in  Molls  Maps.  In  all  Pro¬ 
bability  this  is  what  is  here  called  Tigra  ;  tho’  it  does  not  there 
feem  to  lie  near  the  Red-Sea ,  as  Dr.  Poucet  places  it. 

f  The  cIaca%ei  I  fuppote,  as  ’tis  called  in  cur  Maps. 
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ver,  at  his  Return  from  a  Campaign  made  under 
the  Emperor,  againft  the  G  alias,  in  which  he  had 
fïgnaliz’d  himfelf;  he  purfuing  the  Enemy  with  fo 
much  Vigour,  that  eight  fell  by  his  Eland.  This 
Prince  had  a  tender  Regard  for  the  People,  whofe 
Parent  he  would  have  been,  had  Heaven  indulg’d 
him  a  longer  Courfe  of  Years,  a  Proof  of  which 
he  gave  the  Night  before  his  Death.  The  Monarch 
being  come  to  pay  him  a  Vifit,  attended  by  the 
chief  Noblemen  of  the  Court,  the  Prince  faid  that 
he  had  but  one  Requeft  to  make  :  ’Tis'this,  Sir, 
faid  he  :  Comfort  your  Subjects,  who  are  grievoujly  op- 
prefd  by  the  infatiable  Avarice  of  your  Minifters  and 
Governors .  The  Emperor  was  fo  affedted  with  thefe 
Words,  that  he  could  not  forbear  fhedding  Tears  1 
promifing,  at  the  fame  Time,  to  look  carefully  into 
the  Matter.  I  was  told  this  Particular  by  the  Per- 
fcn  who  brought  the  News  of  his  Death  to  Duvarna  ; 
with  the  Order  for  offering  up  Prayers  for  the  de¬ 
ceas’d  Prince,  and  weeping  for  him,  as  is  the  ufual 
Cuftom,  The  Circumitances  related  concerning  his 
Virtues  are  worthy  of  everlafting  Remembrance. 
The  Emperor  happening  to  fail  into  an  Ambufcade 
of  the  Enemy,  the  young  Prince  rode  with  all  ima¬ 
ginable  Speed  to  his  Affiltance  ;  ruff’d  among  the 
thickeft  of  the  Foe  ;  charg’d  them  on  all  Sides  ; 
and  behav’d  fo  gallantly,  that  he  fav’d  his  Father’s 
Life  at  the  Hazard  of  his  own. 

The  Emperor,  either  out  of  Policy  or  for  Di- 
verfion  fake,  fometimes  difguifes  himfelf,  and  with¬ 
draws,  with  two  or  three  Confidents,  fo  that  none 
elfe  know  what  is  become  of  him.  He  once  ab¬ 
le  n  ted  himfelf  during  two  Months,  which  made  the 
Prince  his  Son  prodigioufly  uneafy,  it  being  fup- 
pos’d  that  the  Emperor  was  dead. 

Some  of  the  molt  confiderable  Noblemen  of  the 
Court,  who  were  very  defirous  of  raffing  them- 
felves,  by  flattering  the  Ambition  of  the  young 

Prince, 


1 
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Prince,  advis’d  him  to  affame  the  Helm  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  caufe  himfelf  to  be  declar’d  Empe¬ 
ror  v  obferving  it  might  naturally  be  fear’d,  that  in 
the  then  prefent  Poilure  of  Affairs,  feme  of  his 
Brothers  might  anticipate  him,  and  ftir  up  certain 
Provinces.  They  promis’d,  at  the  fame  Time, 
to  be  faithful  to  him  ;  and  declared  that  they  were 
ready  to  facnfice  their  Lives  and  Fortunes  for  his 
Sake. 

The  Prince,  who  was  extremely  fond  of  his  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  inviolably  attached  to  his  ïntereft,  rejedl- 
ed  with  Indignation  the  Propofal  made  him  by  thofe 
venal  Courtiers  *,  and  declar’d  that  he  would  never 
afcend  the  Throne  till  fiich  Time  as  he  faw  his  Fa¬ 
ther’s  Body.  The  Monarch  returned  fome  Days 
after  ;  and  was  inform’d,  by  a  faithful  Courtier,  of 
the  feverai  pernicious  Counlels  which  had  been  given 
his  Son.  As  he  is  a  very  wife  and  difcreet  Mo¬ 
narch,  he  made  no  Stir  upon  this  Occafion  ;  howe¬ 
ver,  the  Flatterers  difappear’d,  and  have  never  been 
feen  fince.  The  preemptive  Heir  to  the  Crown 
has  a  Principality  annexed  to  his  Perfon.  I  tra¬ 
velled  thro’  this  Principality  in  my  Way  to  Duvar - 
na.  The  City  is  called  Heleni ,  and  we  there  fee  a 
very  noble  Monaftery  and  a  mod  magnificent 
Church.  ’Tis  the  fined:  and  larged  in  all  Ethiopia , 
and  dedicated  to  St.  Helena ,  which,  probably,  is 
the  Reafon  why  the  City  is  called  Heleni.  In  the 
Center  of  the  large  Square  or  Court  before  the 
Church,  are  three  Spires,  in  a  pyramidical  Form, 
made  of  Granit-*,  and  covered  with  Hierogly- 
phicks.  Among  thefe  Figures,  I  obferv’d,  on  e- 
very  Face,  a  Lock  cut  ;  which  is  fomething  extra¬ 
ordinary,  as  the  Ethiopians  don’t  employ  Locks, 
nor  fo  much  as  know  the  Ufe  of  them.  Tho’  thefe 
Spires  have  no  Pededals,  they  feem  as  high  as  the 
Qbelilk,  placed  on  its  Pededal,  before  St.  Peter’s  in 

*  A  Kind  of  Marble. 
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Rome .  This  Country  is  thought  to  have  been  that 
of  the  Queen  of  Sheba  *  ;  feveral  Villages  in  the 
Jurifdidtion  of  that  Principality  being  called  Sa- 
bairn  to  this  Day.  'In  the  Mountains  is  dug  Mar¬ 
ble,  no  AVays  inferior  to  that  of  Europe j  buta 
more  confiderable  Circumftance  is,  the  People  find 
a  great  deal  of  Gold*  even  in  ploughing  the  Ground  ; 
and  feme  Pieces  of  Gold,  which  I  thought  very 
pure,  were  brought  me  privately.  The  Friars  be¬ 
longing  to  this  Church  wear  Garments  of  yellow 
Skins,  of  which  their  Skull-Caps  are  alfo  made. 

Upon  the  Arrival  of  the  Courier  which  brought 
the  lad  News  of  Prince  Bqfilius* s  Death,  the  Bar- 
nagas’s  caufed  it  to  be  publifhed,  by  Sound  of  Trum¬ 
pet,  in  the  feveral  Towns  under  their  Jurifdicfion. 
All  Perfons  mourned,  which  is  perform’d  by  {hav¬ 
ing  the  Head  ;  and  this  is  done  by  Men,  Women, 
and  Children,  throughout  the  whole  Empire.  On 
the  Morrow  the  two  Governors,  followed  by  the  Sol¬ 
diery  and  a  numberlefs  Multitude  of  People,  went 
to  the  Church  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary^  where 
a  folemn  Service  was  performed  in  Commemoration 
of  the  deceafed  Prince  ;  after  which  they  returned 
to  the  Palace  in  the  fame  Order.  The  two  Barna- 
ga5s  fat  down  in  a  fpacious  Hall,  feating  me  between 
them  *,  afterwards  the  Officers  and  Perfons  of  Dif- 
ti notion  of  both  Sexes  placed  themfelves  round  the 
Hall.  Women  with  Tabors,  and  Men  having  none, 
placed  themfelves  in  the  Middle  of  the  Hall,  and 
began  to  fin  g  a  Sort  of  Song  in  Honour  of  the 
Prince,  and  this  in  fo  very  mournful  a  Tone,  that 
I  could  not  forbear  weeping.  The  Ceremony  lafted 
about  an  Hour.  Some,  as  a  Token  of  their 
Grief,  fcratched  their  Faces  till  the  Blood  came,  or 

*  ’  Fis  faid,  that  the  AbxJJinlan  Monarchs  fancy  themfelves  to 
be  defcended  from  Maqucda,  (or  Ni&aule,  according  to  Jofephtt ;) 
Queen  of  the  South,  or  Sheba . 
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burnt  their  Temples  with  Wax-Tapers  *.  None 
bin  Perfons  of  Quality  were  in  this  Hall  ;  the  com¬ 
mon  People  being  in  the  Courts,  where  they  vented 
Cries  in  fo  doleful  a  Strain,  as  muft  have  moved  the 
moil  (tony  Hearts.  Thefe  Ceremonies  Jailed  three 
Days,  as  is  the  ufual  Cuftom. 

I  am  to  obferve,  that  whenever  an  Ethiopian  dies, 
dreadful  Cries  are  heard  on  every  Side.  All  the 
Neighbours  meet  in  the  Houfe  of  the  Deceafed, 
and  weep  with  the  Relations  who  come  there  for 
that  Purpofe.  The  dead  Body  is  washed  with  pecu¬ 
liar  Ceremonies  ;  and  after  being  wrapp’d  in  a  Wind¬ 
ing-Sheet  of  new  Cotton,  ’tis  laid  in  a  Coffin  Hand¬ 
ing  in  the  Middle  of  a  Hall,  where  Wax  Tapers 
are  burning.  They  then  redouble  their  Wailings  and 
Tears,  Tabors  founding  all  the  Time.  Some  addrefs 
themfelves  in  Prayer  to  Heaven  for  the  Soul  of  the 
Deceafed  -,  others  repeat  Verfes  in  his  Praife  ;  tear 
their  Hair,  fcratch  their  Faces,  or  burn  their  Flelh 
with  Torches  as  an  Indication  of  their  Grief.  This 
Ceremony,  which  is  prodigiouily  affedling,  lads  till 
the  Friars  come  and  take  up  the  Body.  After  fing- 
ing  certain  Pfalms,  and  making  the  feveral  Per- 
fumings  with  Incenfe,  they  begin  to  walk,  holding 
an  Iron  Crofs  in  their  right  Hand,  and  a  Prayer 
Book  in  their  left.  They  themfelves  carry  the  Bo¬ 
dy,  and  fmg  Pfalms  all  the  Way  :  The  Relations 
and  Friends  of  the  Deceafed  follow  after,  Hill  con¬ 
tinuing  their  Lamentations  ;  Tabors  beating  all  the 
Way.  All  have  their  Heads  fhaved,  which  is  the 
Indication  of  Mourning,  as  I  obferv’d  before.  When 
they  pafs  before  any  Church  the  Proceilion  halts  : 
Then  they  offer  up  certain  Prayers,  and  afterwards 
proceed  forward  till  they  come  to  the  Place  of  Bu¬ 
rial.  Here  they  again  begin  the  Perfumings  with 
Incenfe;  fmg  Pfalms  for  fome  Time  in  a  mournful 
Tone,  and  lay  the  Body  in  the  Ground.  Perfons 


*  This  mult  be  a  very  odd  Manner  of  expreffing' Grief. 
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of  fome  Confederation  are  buried  in  the  Churches, 
and  the  Vulgar  in  common  Church-yards,  where  a 
great  Number  of  Croffes  are  fet  up,  much  after  the 
fame  Manner  as  in  the  Convents  of  the  Carthufians . 
The  Company  then  return  to  the  Houle  of  the 
Deceafed,  where  a  Feaft  is  made.  They  meet  there 
Morning  and  Evening,  during  three  Days,  in  order 
to  weep  ;  and  all  this  Time  they  take  no  Suftenance 
except  in  that  Place.  The  three  Days  being  ended, 
they  feparate  till  the  eighth  Day  after  the  Interment; 
and  alfemble  in  order  to  weep  for  two  Hours  once  a 
Week,  which  Cuilom  they  obferve  the  whole  Year 
round  ;  and  this  is  their  Anniverfary  *. 

When  a  Prince,  who  is  Heir  to  the  Crown,  or  fome 
other  Perfon  of  very  great  Diflindtion  dies,  the  Empe¬ 
ror  does  notconcern  himfelf,  for  3  Months,  with  pub¬ 
lic  Affairs,  unlefs  they  are  extremely  urgent.  As  this 
Monarch  intended  to  fend  an  Embaffador  into  France , 
he  commanded  Moorat  to  come  to  him  ;  gave  him 
his  Orders  and  credential  Letters  for  the  King  -,  and 
after  invefting  him  with  the  ceremonial  Mantle,  in 
a  publick  Audience,  bid  him  fet  out.  However, 
his  Journey  was  no  ways  fortunate,  the  Horfes 
which  he  was  to  prefent  to  our  Monarch  dying  on 
the  Road  ;  and  as  Moorat  was  obliged  to  fend  to 
Court  for  a  frefh  Supply,  this  Accident  retarded  our 
Progrefs  fo  much,  that  I  refolved  to  go  before  to 
Matzuma  f  to  give  Orders  for  our  Embarkation,  and 
wait  for  him  there. 

*  All  Writers  on  Ethiopia,  that  have  fallen  into  my  Hands  a- 
gree,  that  the  AbyJJinians  make  great  Howlings  at  the  Death  of 
their  Relations  and  Friends:  That  the  Corps,  after  being  waffi- 
ed  and  perfumed,  is  wrapt  in  a  Cloth  ;  and  being  carried  on 
a  Bier  by  fome  of  the  Clergy  (as  is  the  Cuilom  among  the  Ro - 
maniai)  thelè  read  certain  Palfages  out  of  the  Pfalms  over  it  ; 
they  hiving  no  exprefs  funeral  Service.  ’  Pis  farther  faid,  that 
the  Abyjpnians  never  ufe  Coffins  ;  and  that  the  Relations  and 
Friends  mourn  fome  Time  in  tatter’d  Garments. 

f  Mejjua ,  in  the  Original. 


This 
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The  evening  before  my  Departure,  the  Barna- 
gas’s,  after  fending  away  the  Forces  which  had  con- 
dueled  me  as  far  as  Duvarna ,  ordered  an  hundred 
Foot  Soldiers,  armed  with  Lances,  and  headed  by 
an  Officer  on  Horfeback,  to  be  in  Readinefs  to  march, 
on  the  Morrow,  to  guard  me  to  Matzuma*  I  dif- 
miffed  part  of  my  Servants,  and  kept  only  thirty. 
Ï  fet  out  from  Duvarna  the  eighth  of  September, 
1700,  and  with  great  Difficulty  and  Danger  crofs’d 
Moraba  *,  a  very  rapid  River. 

From  Duvarna  the  Lords  of  the  feveral  Villages 
don’t  cauie  their  Vaffals  to  carry  the  Baggage  -,  but 
employ,  for  that  Purpofe,  certain  Oxen  call’d  Bers, 
which  are  of  a  different  Kind  from  thofe  called 
Frida  "j~,  thefe  being  the  common  Oxen.  Thefè 
Bealls,  whofe  Fieffi  is  not  eaten,  will  go  a  prodigi¬ 
ous  Way  in  a  ihort  Time.  I  employed  twenty, 
part  of  them  carrying  our  mod  considerable  Provi- 
fions  for  the  Voyage,  and  the  reft  our  Tents  ;  we, 
ever  fmee  the  rainy  Seafon  was  ended,  lying  dur¬ 
ing  the  Night,  in  the  Fields. 

The  Inhabitants  of  this  Country,  who  are  partly 
Mohammedans  and  partly  Chriftians ,  bring  Provi- 
fions  to  the  Caravans  which  pafs  that  Way.  Being 
told,  that  within  a  Day’s  Journey  of  our  Road  flood 
a  famous  Monaftery.  I  was  determined  to  go  and 
fee  it,  and  for  that  Purpofe  left  the  great  Road  5, 
taking  with  me  twenty  of  the  Soldiers,  with  their 
commanding  Officer,  for  the  greater  Security.  We 
were  above  half  a  Day  in  afeending  a  veiy  fteep 
Mountain,  which  is  quite  covered  with  Trees.  Be¬ 
ing  got  to  the  Summit  of  it,  we  found  a  Crofs  and 

the  Monaftery  fought  after. 

This  religious  Houfe  Hands  in  the  Middle  of  a 
Foreft,  in  a  dreadful  Solitude.  9  Lis  well  built,  and 

*  I  find  a  River  called  March,  in  Moil. 

t  °r  Free  da. 
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has  a  very  extenfive  View,  we  thence  di (covering 
the  Red-Sea,  and  a  vaft  Extent  of  Country.  In  this 
Monaftery  are  an  hundred  Friars,  who  lead  a  Life 
of  very  great  Aufterity,  and  are  Loathed  after  the 
fame  Manner  with  thofe  of  Heleni .  Their  Cells 
aie  fo  very  fmail,  that  a  Man  can  fcarce  lie  down 
at  full  Length  in  them.  They,  like  the  reft  of  the 
Monks  of  Ethiopia ,  eat  no  Flefh.  They  are  per-* 
petually  fixed  in  Contemplation  on  God  and  holy 
Things,  which  is  their  whole  Employment.  I  there 
faw  a  Man  of  about  threefcore  and  fix  Years  of  age, 
who,  during  feven  Years,  had  fibfifted  on  nothing 
but  the  Leaves  of  the  wild  Olive-Tree ,  which  ex¬ 
treme  Mortification  made  him  fpit  Blood  in  a  vio¬ 
lent  Manner.  I  gave  him  fome  Phyfic,  and  pre- 
fcrib’d  a  Regimen  not  quite  fo  fevere  as  that  he  had 
hitherto  obferved.  Fie  was  a  very  handfome,  a  F 
fable  Man,  and  Brother  to  the  Governor  of  ligra. 
The  Abbot  of  the  Monaftery  gave  us  a  mod  af- 
fedtionate  Reception.  The  inftant  we  arrived,  he 
wafhed  and  killed  our  Feet,  during  which  the  Fri¬ 
ars  laid  certain  Prayers.  This  Ceremony  being 
ended,  we  proceeded,  in  Proceffion,  to  the  Church, 
the  Friars  ftill  finging  ;  and  then  we  went  into  an 
Apartment,  where  a  Repaft  was  brought  us, 
which  was  only  Bread  dipt  in  Butter,  and  fome 
Beer  ,  neither  Wine  nor  Mead  being  drunk  in  that 
Convent  ”,  nor  is  any  Wine  ever  ufed  except  for  the 
folemnizing  Mafs.  The  Abbot  was  always  in  our 
Company,  but  did  not  eat  with  us. 

Taking  Leave,  on  the  Morrow,  of  the  Abbot 
and  Friars,  who  did  me  the  Honour  to  accompany 
me  a  great  Way  ;  I  returned  to  our  Caravan,  and 
purfued  my  Journey,  but  did  not  meet  with  any 
Thing  remarkable  in  it,  A  Week  after  our  fet- 
ting  out  from  Duvarna  we  arrived  at  Arcoova ,  a 
little  Town  Handing  on  the  Red-Sea ,  and  which 
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the  Geographers  erroneouily  call  Arequies  where 
he  ftaid  but  one  Night.  On  the  Morrow  we  crofs’d 
m  a  Boat  an  Arm  of  the  Sea,  and  went  to  Mejjua  f, 
a  fmall  Illand,  or  rather  a  barren  Rock,  on  which 
a  Fortrefs  Bands.  It  belongs  to  the  Grand  Signior, 
and  is  the  Refidence  of  a  BaiTa. 

This  Fortrefs  is  a  very  trifling  Place  ;  and  might 
eafily  be  taken  [by  a  Man  of  War  well  mann’d. 
During  my  Stay  there,  an  Englijh  Ship  came  and 
caB  Anchor  before  it,  which  threw  all  the  People 
of  the  Hand  into  the  utmoft  Confternation.  They 
were  going  to  quit  it,  when  the  Captain  of  the  Ship 
put  his  Long-boat  afliore,  to  allure  the  Command¬ 
ant,  that  he  needed  not  be  under  any  Apprehen- 
lion  from  the  Engli/h ,  they  being  Friends  to  the 
Grand  Signior.  The  Balia  of  Mejjua  appoints 
the  Governor  of  Suaquen  f,  a  Town  fubjeéf  to  the 
T urkijh  Empire,  and  Banding  on  the  Red-Sea . 
Here  is  the  Fifhery  for  Pearls  and  Tortoiles,  of 
which  a  great  Trade  is  carry 9d  on,  and  this  is  a  con» 
fiderable  Addition  to  the  Grand  Signior’s  Revenues. 
The  Baflfa  of  Mejjua  fhewed  me  the  higheB  Ci¬ 
vilities,  at  the  Recommendation  of  the  Emperor 
of  Ethiopia ,  who  is  much  dreaded  in  that  Coun¬ 
try,  and  with  great  Reafon  ;  fince  the  Ahyjjinians 
might  eafily  feize  upon  that  Place  (|,  which  they 
formerly  poflfefled,  by  Barving  it  out,  and  refilling 
Water  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Mejjua ,  who  are  forc’d 
to  fetch  all  they  want  from  Arcoova ,  there  not  being 
any  in  the  Eland. 

*  I  fuppofe,  as  was  before  cbferved,  this  to  be  what  is  called 
Erquiko  or  Arquika  in  our  Maps. 

■f  Or  MLatzuma. 

£  Saquem. 

|j  How  much  does  this  differ  from  what  is  declared  by  other 
Writers^  who  tell  us,  that  the  Grand  Signior  has  quite  curb  d 
the  Power  of  the  AbyJJinian  Monarchs.  Pofiibly  this  may^  be 
owing  to  the  Jefuits,  who,  after  they  were  drove  from  AbyJJlniay 
endeavoured  to  make  the  Emperor  of  it  appear  inconfiderable  to 
the  Europeans, 

'  '  S.  4  During 
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During  my  Stay  at  the  Ethiopian  Court,  I  was 
told  that  the  Dutch  had  endeavoured,  more  than 
once,  to  trade  with  the  Ethiopians ;  but  whether  it 
be  owing  to  the  Difference  of  their  Religions,  or 
that  the  mighty  Power,  which  the  Dutch  have 
gained  in  India  gave  them  Umbrage  -,  ’ds  certain 
that  the  Ethiopians  don’t  care  to  be  concerned  with 
them  ;  and  I  have  often  heard  them  fay,  that  they 
will  never  put  any  Confidence  in  Chriftians  who  nei¬ 
ther  faff,  invoke  the  Saints,  nor  believe  in  Tran- 
fubftantiation  *. 

The  Englijh  likewife  are  defirous  of  trading  with 
the  Ethiopians  %  and  I  myfelf  know  that  one  Aga- 
pyri ,  an  Armenian  Merchant,  had  agreed  to  intro¬ 
duce  them  into  this  Country,  the  Trade  of  which 
would  be  advantageous  to  the  Engiijh  ;  fince,  be¬ 
ll  des  Gold,  Civet,  Elephants  Teeth,  ÜV.  they 
might  draw  from  Abyffmia ,  Aloes,  Myrrh,  Caffia, 
Tamarinds  and  Coffee,  which  is  not  much  efteemed 
by  the  Ethiopians .  I  was  told  that  Coffee  was  for¬ 
merly  tranlpl  anted  from  Abyffinia  into  Teman^ox  Ara¬ 
bia  Felix ,  which  now  fupplies  it  ;  the  Ethiopians  in 
this  Age,  never  raffing  the  Plant  which  produces  it, 
except  merely  out  of  Curiofity. 

The  Plant  which  produces  Coffee  L  is  very  like 
the  Myrtle- Shrub.  Its  leaves  are  always  Green, 

but 


*  This  very  poffibly  may  be  only  a  Flourifhof  our  Phyficians, 
as  the  mod  approved  Writers  on  Ethiopia  agree,  that  the  Abyf- 
ftnians  don’t  believe  in  Tranfubftantiation  ;  and  difclaim  mod  other 
Points  of  the  Popijio  Doctrine,  as  Purgatory,  Service  in  an  un¬ 
known  Tongue,  Image  Worfhip,  Auricular  Confeffion,  Extreme 
Unflion,  Celibacy  of  the  Clergy,  &c. 

4  Coffee  was  hrft  drunk  in  England  in  1652.  The  Coffee- 
Shrub  grows  to  about  the  height  of  eight  or  ten  Foot, and  its  Bark 
is  Gray.  The  Twigs  rife  by  Pairs, and  the  Leaves  on  the  Twigs 
in  the  fame  manner.  The  Leaves  are  about  four  Inches  long 
and  two  broad,  in  the  middle.  They  are  fhaped  much  like  the 
Bay-leaf.  The  Fruits  hangs  to  the  Twig,  fometimes  one,  two 
or  more  in  the  fame  Place.  The  Natives  plant  thefe  Shrubs  in 

a  rich 
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but  larger,  and  more  tufted.  It  bears  a  Fruit  like 
a  Piftacho-Nut,  having  a  Hulk  containing  two 
Berries,  and  this  is  what  we  call  Coffee.  This  Huik 
is  Green  at  firft,  but  grows  Brown  as  it  ripens. 
Coffee  is  not  put  into  boiling  Water,  to  prevent  its 
fprouting,  as  fome  have  afferted  -,  it  being  taken  out 
of  the  Hulks,  and  fent  away  without  any  farther 
Preparation. 

I  was  uneafy  at  the  Embaffador  Moor  at*  s  Stay, 
being  afraid  of  loling  the  Opportunity  of  the  Mon- 
foons.  I  therefore  wrote  Word  to  inform  him, 
that  I  was  refolved  to  go  to  Gedda  *,  and  wait  for 
him  in  that  Town  ;  to  which  he  anfwered,  I  might 
do  as  I  judged  proper,  and  that  he  would  endea¬ 
vour  to  meet  me  there,  in  which  he  had  been  pre¬ 
vented  by  the  Death  of  Prince  Bafilius ,  and  the 
many  Difficulties  he  had  met  with  in  the  Journey. 
I  then  difmiffed  all  my  Servants  ;  and  rewarded 
them  in  fo  liberal  a  Manner,  as  could  not  but  give 
them  an  Efteem  for  the  French  Nation.  They  all 
melted  into  Tears,  and  would  fain  have  followed 
me,  but  I  did  not  think  proper  to  take  them  any 
further.  This  being  done,  Ï  took  leave  of  the 
Baffa  of  Mejfua-,  and,  the  28th  of  Ofîober^  went 
on  Board  a  Bark  built  at  Surat. 

I  did  not  care  to  truft  myfelf  in  any  of  the  Ships 
of  the  Country,  they  appearing  to  me  crazy  and 
very  unfafe.  The  Boards,  though  pitched  over, 
are  tied  together  only  with  Ropes,  that  are  far 
from  ftrong,  any  more  than  the  Sails,  which  are  on¬ 
ly  of  Matts  made  with  the  Leaves  of  the  Domi.  How- 

a  rich  Soil,  which  is  watered  by  artificial  Channels  :  and  as,  af¬ 
ter  three  or  four  Years,  the  Shrubs  begin  to  decline,  new  Ones 
are  planted.  The  Berries  are  dried  in  the  San,  and  the  outward 
Husks  are  afterwards  taken  off  by  Handmills,  which  Husks, 
roafted,  the  Arabians  ufe  inftead  of  Coffee-Berries.  Wiien  the 
Berries  are  roafted,  -the  bell  way  of  keeping  diem  Is  m  fome 
warm  Place,  Damps  taking  off  the  Brisknefs  of  their  Flavour. 

*  Sidens  or  J udda . 


ever 
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ever  thefe  VefTels,  though  fo  badly  equipped,  and 
worfe  fleered,  carry  a  confiderable  Lading;  and 
though  there  are  not  above  feven  or  eight  Men  to 
manage  them,  they  are  of  great  Service  in  every 
Part  of  this  Sea. 

Two  Days  after  our  leaving  Mejffoua ,  we  came  to, 
a  little  Ifland  called  T)ehelec .  The  Ships  which 
come  from  India  take  in  frefh  Water  and  Provi- 
Hons  here,  of  which  there  is  great  Abundance,  ex¬ 
cept  Bread,  the  Inhabitants  themfelves  often  want¬ 
ing  it,  they  fubfifling  ufually  on  Fifh  and  Flefh. 
We  Raid  a  Week  in  this  Ifland,  on  Account  of  the 
contrary  Winds  ;  but  the  Inftant  a  favourable  Gale 
fprung  up,  we  failed  to  another  Ifland  called  Abu- 
gafar ,  or  Father  of  Pardon.  The  Captain  went  a- 
Ihore,  and  carried  a  Torch  to  the  Sepulchre  of  this 
Abugafar.  The  Mohammedans  would  be  afraid  of 
being  cafl  away,  were  they  to  omit  this  Ceremo¬ 
ny  ;  and  even  frequently  go  out  of  their  Courfe  to 
vifit  this  pretended  Saint.  We  afterwards  failed,  in, 
the  high  Sea,  amidfl  Shelves  and  Banks  of  Sand  of 
•which  there  are  great  Numbers,  and  almoft  upon  a 
level  with  the  Top  of  the  Water,  which  makes  the 
falling  this  way  very  dangerous  ;  but  as  the  Pilots 
are  very  well  acquainted  with  them,  they  fail 
through  them  without  being  under  the  leaf!  Ap¬ 
préhendons,  though  this  Part  of  the  Sea  is  filled 
with  them.  We  arrived,  the  fixth  Day,  at  Kotum - 
lui,  a  very  high  Rock  Handing  in  the  Sea,  within 
half  a  League  of  the  Continent  of  Arabia.  We  cafl 
Anchor  Between  the  Bank  and  the  Land,  and 
fpent  the  Night  there.  The  next  Day  we  coafted 
along  Arabia ,  and  cafl  Anchor  before  Ibrahim  Mer - 
fa. ,  or  Abraham's  Anchoring-  place.  We  continued 
our  Courfe;  and  after  failing  a  Week,  landed  at 
Confit  a  %  a  pretty  Town,  fubjedl  to  the  King  of 

*  I  don’t  meet  with  this  Name,  or  that  of  ny  the  Iflands  a- 
hove  m  our  Maps. 

’  :  '  ‘  '  •  ,  Mecca 3 

-  V  ■  >  \ 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits.  267 

Mecca ,  and  the  firft  Sea-port  in  his  Dominions, 
Southward.  People  are  glad  to  go  a-fbore  here, 
they  paying  but  one  Duty,  whereas  they  are  forced 
to  pay  two  in  other  Places.  There  are  very  fine 
Warehoufes  in  this  City;  and  there  the  Goods 
brought  a-fhore  are  ftored,  after  which  they  are  fent 
by  Land  on  Camels  to  Judda^  which  is  five  or  fix 
Days  Journey  from  it.  We  lay  at  Anchor  a  Week 
before  Confit  a ,  expecting  a  Wind,  and  in  order  to 
reft  ourfelves.  A  great  Trade  is  carried  on  in  this 
City,  it  being  frequented  by  a  vaft  Number  of 
Mohammedan  Merchants,  Arabians  and  Indians  : 
Such  Indians  as  are  Idolaters  are  not  admitted  into  itB 
Provifions  are  more  plentiful  and  cheaper  here  than 
at  Judda^  where  we  arrived  the  fifth  of  December 
1700.  From  Kotumbnl  to  Judda,  we  failed  only  in 
the  Day-time,  and  caft  Anchor  e'.ery  Night  for 
fear  of  the  Banks  of  Sand. 

Judda  or  Siden  is  a  large  City,  on  the  Sea-fhore, 
within  half  a  Days  Journey  from  Mecca  *.  The 
Port  or  rather  the  Road,  is  fafe  enough,  though 
the  Northweft  Wind  blows  into  it.  The  Bottom 
is  pretty  good  in  certain  Places,  and  there  is  Depth 
of  Water  enough  for  fmall  Ships,  but  Ships  of  a 
large  Burthen  are  obliged  to  keep  within  a  League 
of  it.  I  went  a-fhore,  and  took  up  my  Quar¬ 
ters  in  an  Okel  f,  which  is  compofed  of  lour 
ranges  of  Houfes,  three  Story  high,  with  a  Court 
in  the  middle.  The  lowed:  Story  confifts  of  Ware- 
■  houfes,  and  the  other  Stories  are  for  Travellers* 
There  are  no  other  Inns  in  this  Country,  nor  in 
Turkey  :  and  there  are  a  confiderable  Number  of 
Okels  in  Judda,  The  Inftant  a  Traveller  is  arrived^ 

*  ’Tis  the  Port-Town  of  Mecca,  where  the  Pilgrims  uiually 
land,  and  it  belongs  to  the  Grand  Signior.  The  Country  round 
it  is  very  barren.  The  Arabians  bring  vad:  Quantities  or  Coffee 
father.  •  ' 

■  4-  Oquel. 

\  *  he 
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he  enquires  for  Rooms  and  Warehoufes  that  may 
fuit  him;  paying,  to  the  Owner,  a  certain  Price, 
which  is  ever  fixed,  I  ^ave  four  Crowns  a  Month 
for  two  Rooms,  a  Terrafs,  and  a  Kitchen.  Thefe 
Okets  are  as  fo  many  Azylums  and  confecrated 
Places,  where  a  Traveller  needs  not  fear  being  in¬ 
ful  ted  or  robbed,  One  great  Inconvenience  is,  the 
Landlords  never  provide  a  fingle  Thing  -,  fo  that 
a  Lodger  is  obliged  to  purchafe  his  own  Furniture, 
and  buy  and  drefs  all  his  own  Frovifions,  unlefs  his 
Servants  do  this. 

Two  Days  after  my  Arrival  in  Judda%  the  King 
of  Mecca  *  came  thither  with  an  Army  of  Twenty 
Thoufand  Men  f .  Fie  caufed  his  Tents  to  be 
pitched,  and  encamped  before  the  Gate  of  the  City 
which  leads  to  Mecca .  I  faw  him.  He  is  about 
Threefcore  ;  of  a  Majeftic  Stature,  and  has  an  A- 
fpeft  flrikes  Terror.  The  right-fide  of  his  lower 
Lip  is  divided.  He  is  not  applauded  either  by  his 
Subjects  or  his  Neighbours,  for  Gentlenefs  or  Cle¬ 
mency.  He  forced  the  Baffa  who  commands  in 

Jadda ,  by  Order  of  the  Grand  Signior,  to  give  him 

* 

*  Mecca  (lands  in  a  Valley,  aîmôft  furrounded  with  Moun¬ 
tains.  ’Tis  twice  the  Bignefs  of  Medina ,  and  the  Houfes,  which 
are  low,  are  built  of  Brick.  In  the  Center  of  the  Town  Hands 
the  Kaaba ,  or  Houfe  of  God,  which  the  Mohammedans  declare 
to  have  been  built  by  Abraham.  Here  Pilgrims  perform  their  De¬ 
votions,  but  are  not  allowed  to  enter  the  Kaaba.  Though  this 
City  is  fo  much  rever’d  by  the  Mohamjnedans ,  it  yet  has  been 
feveral  Times  befieged,  plundered  and  burnt. 

f  The  Inland  Parts  of  Arabia ,  are  fubjeft  to  a  great  Variety 
of  petty  Princes  who  wander  from  Place  to  Place,  and  encamp 
wherever  they  find  Pafture,  and  Water  for  their  Cattle.  The 
Boundaries  of  thefe  petty  Princes  can  fcarce  be  fixed  ;  but  thofe 
who  govern,  near  the  Sea-Coafts,  may  be  better  afeertained. 
Such  Arabians  as  inhabit  Towns,  are  very  few  in  Number  com¬ 
pared  to  thofe  who  live  in  Tents,  and  rove  from  Place  to  Place. 
The  Sovereign  of  Mecca  is  one  of  the  mod  powerful  Princes  in 
Arabia.  His  Dominions  which  extend  along  the  Shores  of  the  Red 
Sea,  are  fa  id  to  be  Two  Hundred  and  Sixty  Leagues  in  Length, 
and  about  Fifty  in  Breadth. 

Fifteen 
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Fifteen  Thoufand  Gold  Crowns  j  th  reaming  to  di¬ 
veil  him  of  his  Government,  in  Cafe  he  did  not 
comply  inftantly.  He  likewife  oppreffed  all  fuch 
Merchants,  Subjects  of  the  Grand  Signior,  as  are 
fettled  there  for  carrying  on  their  Traffic,  making 
them  pay  Thirty  Thoufand  Gold  Crowns.  Thefe 
two  Sums  he  diftributed  among  his  Soldiers,  who 
are  ever  very  numerous,  by  which  Means  he  is 
ever  Matter  of  the  Field.  Caravans  come  yearly 
from  India  and  ! Turkey ,  in  Pilgrimage  to  Mecca 8 
Some  of  them  are  vaflly  rich ,  the  Merchants  go¬ 
ing  in  thefe  Caravans,  for  the  Conveniency  of  tran- 
fporting  their  Indian  Goods  into  Europe ,  and  thofe 
of  Europe  into  India .  When  thefe  Caravans  arrive 
at  Mecca ,  a  great  Fair  is  held  in  it,  to  which  re¬ 
fort  a  numberlefs  multitude  of  Mohammedan  Mer¬ 
chants,  who  bring  the  mofl  precious  Commodities  of 
Europe ,  AJia  and  Africa ,  which  are  there  bartered. 
The  King  of  Mecca  plundered  the  Caravans  of  India 
and  Turkey  in  1699,  and  1700.  This  Prince  is  called 
Xerif  or  fupremely  noble  becaufe  he  pretends 
to  be  defcended  from  the  Prophet  Mohammed.  The 
Grand  Signior  ufed,  during  a  long  Courfe  of  Tears, 
to  give  the  Invefliture  of  this  Kingdom  y  but  the 
prefent  Xerif ^  who  is  a  very  haughty  Prince,  will 
not  fubmit  to  his  Authority,  but  calls  him,  out  of 
Contempt,  Elon  Mamluc ,  or  Son  of  a  Slave . 

f  Medina  is  the  chief  City  of  his  Kingdom. 


*  This  Xerif ,  and  Tome  others,  are  alfo  called  Emirs ,  both 
which  are  faid  to  fignify  the  Sacerdotal  and  Regal  Office,  as, 
before  them,  (the  Kâlif  )  among  the  Saracens. 

•f-  The  Arabians  called  it  Medina  Al-nabiy  or  City  of  the  Pro-> 
phet.  It  contlfts  of  about  a  Thoufand  Houfes  of  JBrkk  and  Stone. 
There  are  many  Mofques  in  this  City,  the  chief  whereof  is  cal¬ 
led  the  rnoft  Holy.  In  a  Tower  in  this  Temple  Hands  Moham¬ 
med's  Tomb,  which  ’tis  faid  the  Pilgrims  are  not  permitted  to 
fee.  The  Story  of  Mohammed's  Coffin  being  fufpended  by  a 
Loadftone  is  a  Fiction.  Pilgrims  commonly  vifit  this  Tomb  at 
their  Return  from  Mecca .  The  Place  of  this  Sepulchre  is  called 
by  way  of  eminence,  the  Meadow  or  Garden. 

i  His 
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3Tis  famous  for  being  the  Seat  of  Mohammed's 
Tomb,  as  Mecca  is  for  giving  Birth  to  him.  The 
Monarch  does  not  re  fide  much  in  Medina ,  he  being 
generally  at  the  Head  of  his  Armies.  The  Turks, 
upon  their  Arrival  at  Medina ,  undrefs  themfelves 
out  of  Refpedl, keeping  on  nothing  but  a  Scarf  which 
covers  the  middle  of  their  Body  -,  and  travel  in  this 
geer,  three  or  four  Leagues.  Thofe  who  do  not 
care  to  fubmit  to  this,  pay  a  Sum  of  Money,  in 
order  to  make  a  Sacrifice  to  God,  in  Honour  of 
Mohammed. 

The  Chriftians ,  and  particularly  the  Franks, 
cannot  fettle  in  Judda  becaufe  of  the  Neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Mecca- ,  the  Mohammedans  never  permit¬ 
ting  them  to  do  it.  Neverthelefs  a  great  Trade 
is  carried  on  here  *,  fuch  Ships  as  return  from  In¬ 
dia  calling  Anchor  before  it.  The  Grand  Sig- 
nior  commonly  keeps  Thirty  large  Ships  in  thele 
Seas,  for  the  conveying  of  Merchandize  *.  Thefe 
Ships  have  no  Cannon,  though  they  are  large 
enough  to  carry  an  hundred.  All  Things  are  dear 
at  Judda ,  not  excepting  Water,  becaufe  of  the  vail: 
Refort  of  fuch  Numbers  of  different  Nations*,  a 
Pint  of  Water,  of  Paris  Meafure,  coding  Two- 
Pence  or  Three-pence  *f,  and  that  becaufe  it  is 
brought  four  Leagues.  The  Walls  of  this  Town 
are  very  weak  ;  the  Fortrefs  which  (lands  towards 
the  Sea,  is  a  little  better*,  but  it  could  not  be  able 
to  fuflain  a  Siege,  though  there  are  fome  Pieces  of 
Cannon  for  its  Defence.  Moil  of  the  Houfes  are 
of  Stone  ;  and  the  Roofs  are  fo  many  Terraffes,  af¬ 
ter  the  manner  of  the  Eajlerns . 

*  The  Red  Sea  was  prodigioufly  frequented  before  the  Dif- 
covery  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  but  we  are  told  that,  of  late 
Years,  few  Ships  go  higher  than  Mocha ,  except  the  cTurkiJh 
Gallies,  and  the  VefTels  which  convey  the  Mohammedan  Pil¬ 
grims  to  Mecca. 

f  About  Three  Half-pence,  Englijh  Money. 


There 
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There  was  /hewn  me,  on  the  Sea-fhore,  within 
two  Mufket-ffiot  of  the  City,  a  Sepulchre  which 
my  Guides  declared  to  be  that  of  Eve.  The  Coun¬ 
try  round  Judda  is  quite  difagreeable  ;  nothing  be¬ 
ing  feen  but  barren  Rocks,  and  uncultivated  Places 
full  of  Sand.  I  would  gladly  have  vifited  Mecca* 
but  no  Chrtfflian  is  permitted  to  go  thither,  upon 
'  Pain  of  Death.  There  is  no  River  between  Judda 
and  Mecca ,  as  fome  have  falfly  afferted  ;  there  be¬ 
ing  only  a  Spring  whence  the  Water  drank  in 
Judda  is  drawn. 

After  flaying  a  Month  in  this  Town,  I  received 
Advice  that  it  would  be  fome  Time  before  Moor  at 
the  AmbafTador  arrived  in  it  ;  and  alfo  that  he  would 
be  obliged  to  flay  a  Year  longer  in  Abyffiniay  fhould 
he  neglecl  the  Opportunity  of  the  Monfoons.  For 
this  Reafon  I  refolved  to  embark  in  the  Ships  which 
were  now  preparing  to  fail  for  Suez*,  and  to  vifit 
Mount  Sinai y  whither  Moorat  had  appointed  me  to 
go,  in  Cafe  he  did  not  come  to  Judda. 

Accordingly  I  embarked,  the  12th  of  January 
1 700,  in  one  of  the  Ships  which  the  Grand  Signior 
had  ordered  to  be  built  in  Surat.  Though  thefe  Ships 
are  of  very  great  Burthen,  they  yet  have  but  one 
Deck  *.  The  Sides  are  fo  high,  that  the  tailed: 
Man  could  not  reach  up  to  them.  The  Ropes  of 
thefe  Ships  are  very  thick  and  hard,  and  their  Mails 
and  Sails  differ  but  little  from  ours.  One  Thing 
very  particular  in  thefe  Veffels  is,  a  kind  of  Citterns, 
which  are  fo  capacious,  that  they  contain  Water 
enough  to  fupply  an  hundred  and  fifty  Men  during 
five  Months.  Thefe  Citterns  are  fo  well  varnifhed 
within,  that  they  preferve  the  Water  very  pure  and 
clean,  and  much  better  than  the  Hogffieads  ufed  in 
Europe.  ’Twas  with  great  Difficulty  we  got  from 
among  the  Sand-banks  which  lie  about  Judda ,  and 

*  I  fuppofe  thefe  are  G  allies. 

a?e 
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are  found  in  every  Part  of  that  Sea  ;  and  for  this 
Reafon  we  kept  as  near  as  poflible  to  the  Shore, 
which  lay  on  our  Starboard- fide.  We  call  Anchor 
every  Evening,  for  fear  of  running  on  one  of  thefe 
Banks,  which  the  Pilots  avoid  very  fkilfully.  They 
are  feen  every  where  riling  to  the  Surface  of  the 
Water  ;  and  the  Pilots  pafs  boldly  through  them, 
which  is  owing  to  their  great  Experience  of  thefe 
Seas  from  their  Infancy  ^  many  of  them  being  born 
on  Board  thefe  Ships,  which  may  be  confidered  as 
fo  many  floating  Warehoufes.  After  failing  five 
or  fix  Days,  we  cafl  Anchor  before  the  liland  of 
Hafjama ,  within  two  Leagues  of  the  Continent. 
This  Eland  is  not  inhabited,  but  we  took  in  very 
good  Water  there.  From  that  Place,  to  Suez 
Ships  drop  Anchor  every  Night  near  the  Shore  ; 
on  which  Occafions  the  Arabs  never  fail  to  bring 
Refrefhments. 

Twelve  or  Thirteen  Days  after  our  Departure 
from  HaJJàma ,  we  came  to  the  Road  of  Tamboe . 
This  is  a  pretty  large  Town,  defended  by  a  Caftle 
Handing  on  the  Sea-fide,  the  Fortifications  whereof 
are  in  a  very  poor  Condition  *.  It  belongs  to  the 
King  of  Mecca.  I  did  not  vifit  it,  becaufe  the 
Arabs ,  who  are  hovering  up  and  down  every  where 
thereabouts,  rob  Travellers,  and  abufe  fuch  as  go 
afhore.  We  were  Hopped  a  Week  in  this  Road  by 
contrary  Winds.  Two  Days  after  our  leaving 
TambGe>  we  caft  Anchor  between  two  Sands,  where 
there  arofe  fo  a  furious  Storm,  that  two  of  our  Cables 
broke,  fo  that  we  had  like  to  have  periihed  ;  but, 
very  happily  the  Storm  did  not  laft  long. 

We  went  a-fhore  at  Meeula  -f,  a  Town  about  the 

*  It  has  a  tolerable  good  Harbcir,  and  is  now  the  Port 
Town  to  Medina.  Some  fay  that  this  Caille  is  ftrong  enough 
to  refill  the  Attac  ks  of  the  Wild  Arabs ,  bat  not  to  Hand  a  pio- 
fdhd  Siege  in  Form. 

*f~  Mi  eu  I  a. 


fame 
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fame  Extent  as  Yarnboe ,  which  alfo  has  a  Caftle,  but 
*tis  weak.  From  thence  we  failed  to  Chiurma ,  a 
a  very  good  Harbour,  where  Ships  are  fecured  from 
Storms.  Here  we  meet  with  no  Town  or  Village, 
but  only  Tents  inhabited  by  Arabs.  We  did  not 
arrive  at  Chiurma  till  the  2 2d  of  Aprils  occafioned 
by  the  contrary  Winds.  The  Monfoons  being  far 
advanced,  I  thought  it  would  be  impoflible  to  pro¬ 
ceed  any  farther  by  Sea,  for  which  reafon  Ï  landed 
at  Chiurma ,  were  I  procured  Camels,  which  in  fix 
Days,  carried  me  to  Y  or  *.  Yor  is  fubjedt  to  the 
Grand  Signior.  I  here  is  a  Garrifon  in  the  Caftle, 
with  an  Aga  who  commands  in  it,  and  a  great 
Number  of  Greek  Chrifiians  are  found  in  the  Vil- 
lage.  They  .  have  a  Mona  fiery  agreeably  to  their 
Worfhip,  which  is  fubjed  to  the  great  one  of  Mount 
Sinai.  I  was  here  told  that  the  Archbifhop  of  the 
Monaftery  of  Mount  Sinai ,  who  was  paralytic,  hear¬ 
ing  of  my  Arrival  at  Judda,  had  fent  to  Tor ,  to  in¬ 
vite  me  to  go  and  fee  him.  Accordingly  I  fet  out 
for  that  famous  Monaftery  ;  and  it  was  three  Days 
before  I  reached  it  *,  the  Roads  being  vaftly  trouble- 
fome,  we  were  obliged  to  travel  over  very  fteep 
Mountains.  The  Monaftery  of  Mount  Sinai  ftands 
at  the  Foot  of  the  Mountain  ;  and  the  Gates  of 
that  Religious  Houle  are  always  walled  up,  on  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Incurfions  of  the  Arabs .  I  was  drawn 
up  into  it  f  by  Ropes  faftened  to  a  Pulley,  and  my 
®aoSage  a^ter  the  fame  manner  J. 

*  From  Yr,  according  to  a  Tradition  of  the  Natives,  may 
be  feen  the  Place  where  the  Ifraelites  went  over  the  Red  Sea. 
The  Sea,  in  that  Part,  is  about  Five  Leagues  over  ;  and,  in  the 
middle  of  the  Cnannel  about  35  Fathoms  deep. 

f  Fis  laid  that  Travellers  are  let  up  and  down  in  a  Basket. 
t  Certain  Travellers  relate,  that  the  Monks  have  abandoned 
this  Monaftery,  on  Account  of  the  Wild  Arabs  plundering  the 
Camels  which  were  bringing  Provifions  to  them,  and  thaVhey 
retired  to  Tar. 
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I  immediately  paid  my  Compliments  to  the 
Archbiffiop,  who  is  a  venerable  Man,  aged  Ninety- 
three  Years.  One  fide  of  him  was  ftruck  with  the 
Palfy,  a  Sight  which  grieved  me  very  much,  I  hav¬ 
ing  known  him  fome  Years  before  ;  and  had  re¬ 
covered  him  at  Grand  Cairo ,  when  labouring  under 
a  Fit  of  Sicknefs.  On  this  Occafion  I  was  fo  for¬ 
tunate,  as  to  enable  him  to  celebrate  Mafs,  ponti- 
fically,  on  Eafter  Sunday ,  which  he,  till  then,  had 
not  Strength  enough  to  do  for  a  long  Time. 

This  Monaftery  is  a  very  folid  Building,  and  its 
Walls  are  very  ftrong.  The  Church  is  magnificent, 
it  having  been  raifed  by  the  Emperor  Juflinian ,  as 
the  Friars  told  me.  They  are  fifty  in  Number,  ex¬ 
clu  five  of  thofe  who  go  about  and  afire  Alms.  They 
lead  a  very  mortified  Life  -,  they  never  drink  Wine, 
nor  eat  Meat,  even  when  very  Sick.  The  Wa¬ 
ter  they  drink  is  excellent,  it  being  taken  from 
a  Spring  riling  in  the  middle  of  the  Monaftery. 
Thrice  a  Week  they  are  allowed  a  fmall  Glafs  of 
Brandy,  made  with  Dates,  They  keep  a  very 
ftridl  Fail  during  the  four  Lents  obferved  in  the 
Eaftern  Church  -,  and,  out  of  thofe  Seafons,  they 
eatPulfeand  dried  Fiih.  They  rife  in  the  Night 
to  chant  the  Office,  and  pafs  the  greateft  Part  of  it 
in  the  Choir.  They  fhewed  me  a  Shrine  of  white 
Marble,  covered  with  a  rich  Piece  of  Cloth  of 
Gold,  in  which  St.  Catharine's  Body  is  depofited, 
but  unfeen.  They  only  fhew  us  one  of  the  Saints 
Hands,  which  is  quite  withered,  but  the  Fingers 
are  ftill  covered  with  Gold  Rings.  The  Archbi- 
Ihop,  who  is  like  wife  Abbot  of  the  Monaftery,  has 
under  him  a  Prior  who  has  little  or  no  Power,  ex¬ 
cept  during  the  Abbot’s  Abfcnce  *.  I  had  the  Cu- 


*  ’Tis  called  St  Catherines  Monaftery,  whither  the  Monks 
pretend  the  Body  of  that  Saint  was  brought,  alter  the  had  been 
beheaded  in  Alexandria .  The  Greeks  have  been  in  Ppfielfion 
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riofity  to  go  to  the  Top  of  the  Mountain,  to  the 
Spot  where  God  delivered  the  two  Tables  of  the 
Law  4K)  Mofes  ;  the  Archbifhop  being  fo  kind  as  to 
fend  fome  of  his  Friars  with  me. 

We  went  up,  Four  Thoufand  Steps  at  lead,  be¬ 
fore  we  got  to  the  Top  of  this  famous  Mountain, 
where  a  good  neat  Chapel  is  built.  We  afterwards 
had  a  Sight  of  that  of  Elias  *.  We  breakfafted  at 
the  Spring  ;  and  then  returned,  heartily  tired,  to 
the  Religious  Houfe.  The  neighbouring  Mountain 
is  ftill  higher,  but  I  had  not  the  Courage  to  go 
upon  it,  I  being  almofl:  fpent  with  the  firft  Day’s 
Journey.  aTis  on  this  lecond  Mountain  that  St. 
Catherine  s  Body  is  faid  to  have  been  conveyed  by 
Angels  after  her  Martyrdom. 

I  waited  a  Month  in  this  Religious  Houfe,  in 
Expe&ation  of  the  Embaffador  Moor  at .  I  now  be- 

or  this  Mon  a  fiery  above  1400  Years,  it  being  firft  given  them  by 
fome  of  the  Grecian  Emperors.  There  is  a  Tradition,  that  Mo¬ 
hammed  confirmed  the  then  Abbot  and  Religious  of  this  Houfe, 
as  well  as  all  their  SuccefTors,  in  the  full  Enjoyment  of  it,  and 
the  feveral  Lands  about  it,  upon  Condition  that  they  fhould  treat 
all  the  neighbouring  Arabs  hofpitably  ;  which  Condition  the 
Monks  afterwards  complied  with  exa&ly  ;  till  the  Arabs  plun» 
dered  the  Cara vaps  which  were  bringing  Provifions  to  the  Mona- 
Eery,  on  which  Occafions  the  Friars  forfook  it,  and  withdrew 
to  Ecr.  This  Convent  was  furrounded  by  a  very  thick,  flrong, 
high  Wall,  to  fecure  it  from  the  Attacks  of  the  Wild  Arabs  ; 
and  being  fituated  on  the  Brow  of  a  very  keep  Rock,  the  Friars 
ufed  to  let  down  the  Provifions,  (which  were  chiefly  Corn)  they 
furnifhed  the  Arabs  with,  by  a  Rope  ;  and  as  for  the  Pilgrims, 
they  were  taken  up,  and  let  down  in  a  Basket.  The  Afcent 
from  the  Foot  of  the  Mountain  to  Sinai  js  vaflly  fteep. 

*  In  the  Way  down  this  Mountain,  a  great  Stone  is  fhewn, 
which,  according  to  the  Monks,  is  the  Place  where  Elias  refted 
himfelf,  after  his  flying  from  Jezebel.  A  little  below  this,  the 
Mohammedans ,  fhew  the  Print  made  by  Mohammed's  Camel,  in 
the  Rock,  as  he  was  travelling  this  Way.  This  Print  they  kifs 
very  devoutly.  Thus  we  have  a  Place  where  both  Chrijiians 
and  Mohammedans  employ  their  Frauds,  in  order  to  impoie  on 
the  Weak  and  §uperflitious.  This  Country  is  faid  to  be  vaflly 
pleafant  and  fruitful,  which  poflibly  might  be  the  reafon  why 
the  Children  of  Ijrael  continued  fo  many  Years  in  it. 

T  2  gam 


2j6  TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits. 

gan  to  be  tired,  and  had  given  him  quite  over,  when 
Advice  was  brought  that  he  was  come  aimed  to 
the  Monaftery,  which  gave  me  the  higheft  Satisfac¬ 
tion.  I  then  went  and  met  him,  and  prefented  him 
to  the  Archbifnop,  who  received  him  very  graci- 
oufly.  Moorat  informed  me  of  the  feveral  Difap- 
pointments  he  had  met  with  in  his  Journey.  He 
faid  that  the  Death  of  Prince  Bajilius  was  the  fir  ft 
Thing  which  retarded  him  ;  that  the  Emperor, 
notwithftanding  his  Grief,  had  admitted  him  to 
Audience,,  and  commanded  him  to  fet  out  -,  and 
that  he  made  fome  ftay  in  Duvarna ,  in  Expectation 
of  new  Orders  from  his  Sovereign.  He  acquainted 
me  with  the  ill  Treatment  he  had  received  from  the 
King  of  Mecca ,  he  having  forced  from  him  the 
Ethiopian  Children  he  was  carrying  into  France  ; 
and,  to  add  to  his  Misfortune,  the  V eftei  on  board 
of  which  the  Prefents  were  put,  had  been  caft  away 
near  Tor  :  That  nine  large  Ships  laden  with  Coffee 
had  flayed  in  this  Port,  by  their  having  fet  fail  too 
late,  and  loftng  the  Seafon  of  the  Monfoons.  This 
Delay  has  made  Coffee  very  dear  in  Grand  Cairo ,  as 
thofe  Ships  were  not  able  to  reach  Suez,  where  they 
unlade,  and  are  freighted  with  other  Goods,  as 
Linens,  Corn,  Rice,  and  other  Provifions,  which 
are  brought  from  Grand  Cairo ,  and  bartered  for 
thofe  of  India . 

After  Moorat  had  refted  five  Days  at  Mount 
Sinai,  we  fet  forwards  towards  Tor ,  where  his  Re¬ 
tinue  waited  for  him.  We  ftaid  but  one  Night  in 
this  Harbour  ;  and  proceeded  by  Land  ;  on  the  Mor¬ 
row  for  Suez  -,  travelling  almoft  continually  by  the 
Sea-fide.  We  reached  the  laft  mentioned  Town  in 
five  Days. 

Suez  is  a  final!  City  at  the  bottom  of  the  Gulph  of 
the  Red  Sea  ;  and  is  the  Port  to  Cairo ,  whence  it  is 
diftant  Three  Days  Journey.  The  Town  above- 
mentioned  is  commanded  by  a  Caille  built  in  the 
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ancient  Tafte,  and  poorly  fortified.  There  is  a 
Governor  with  a  Garrifon  of  two  hundred  Men  ;  and. 
there  are  very  fine  Warehoufes*.  The  Country  is  no 
ways  agreeable,  the  only  Objects  round  it  beingDeiarts, 
interlperfed  with  Rocks  and  Sands.  This  Town,  Iskc 
that  of  Judda,  has  no  Water,  which  is  brought 
from  the  adjacent  Parts,  but  then  his  cheaper. 

Upon  my  Arrival  at  Tor ,  I  wrote  to  Monfieur 
Maillet ,  the  French  Conful  at  Cairo ,  to  inform  him 
of  the  Embaffador’s  Arrival.  He  wrote  me  an 
Anfwer,  by  which  I  was  defired  to  make  all  the 
hafte  poflible  to  Grand  Cairo.  I  complied  with  his 
Recjueft,  and  took  the  Opportunity  of  the  fit  ft  Ca¬ 
ravan  that  fet  out,  it  confiding  of  about  Eight 
Thoufand  Camels.  I  mounted  _  a  Dromedary,  and 
after  going  Three  Leagues  with  the  Caravan,  I 
went  on  before  them,  and  reached  Grand  Caho  in 
Four  and  Twenty  Hours.  T  hefe  Dromedaries  are 
f mailer  than  Camels.  They  go  very  hard,  but  very 
fwift-footed  -,  and  will  travel  Four  and  Twenty  Hours 
without  halting,  and  are  employed  only  70  carry 
Men.  Being  arrived  at  Grand  Cairo ,  I  informed 
our  Conful  of  the  refait  of  our  Journey;  and  got 
ready  a  fine  Houle  for  the  Embaffador,  who  arrived 
two  Days  after. 

*  Suez  has  no  Water  near  it,  by  reafbn  that  the  Plains  round 
are  all  of  Sand.  Its  Inhabitants  fubfift  wholly  by  Trade,  which 
is  very  conliderable,  as  all  the  Goods  which  come  out  ol  India 
into  Europe,  by  the  Red  Sea,  are  umaded  here,  on  c^riied 
from  thence  to  Grand  Cairo  and  Alexandria .  Some  imagine. 
Suez  to  be  the  ancient  Poffidium,  and  others  Arfinoe.  The  Town 
is  a  little  above  the  Place  where  the  Ifraelites  eroded  the  Red  Sea. 
The  Gulph  of  Suez  is  feparated  from  the  Mediterranean ,  by  an 
Id  h  mus  only  Fifty  Leagues  broad,  by  which  Afia  is  joined  to 
Africa.  Some  Egyptian  Monarchs  had  formed  a  Defign  to  cut 
through  this  Ifthmus,  in  order  to  join  the  two  Seas,  but  to  no 
Purpoie.  The  Town  of  Suez  does  not  now  contain  above  20a 
Houfes,  and  has  a  good  Harbour  enough,  which  yet  i-s  too  Shal¬ 
low  for  Ships  of  Burthen.  ’Tis  almolt  a  Defart,  when  foreign 
Veflels  and  the  Turkijb  Gallies  are  not  there  5.  but  when  theie 
arc  lying  before  it,  his  full  of  People. 

T  3  Mon- 


278  TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits. 

Monfieur  Maillet ,  the  Inftant  he  heard  he  was 
come,  fent  him  Refrefhments  of  every  kind  ;  and 
then  agreed,  in  Concert  with  Moor at ,  that  I  fhould 
embark  for  France ,  in  Order  to  inform  our  Court 
of  the  feveral  Particulars  related  above. 

I  could  fay  much  more  concerning  Ethiopia  ; 
could  treat  of  the  Government  of  that  mighty  Em¬ 
pire  1  of  its  religious  and  civil  Employments,  Courts 
of  Judicature  ;  of  the  Botany,  and  even  Phyfic  of 
the  Ahyjfm'ians  \  but  to  do  this,  I  muft  firft  enjoy  the 
Repofe  which  isearneftly  fought  for,  by  thofe  who 
undertake  long  and  laborious  Travels  :  And  the  Air 
of  Prance  muft  firft  have  reftored  me  to  my  Health, 
the  Sweets  of  which  cannot  be  tailed,  except  it  be 
perfed:.  We  Phyficians,  who  cure  other  People, 
often  have  not  fkill  enough  to  cure  ourfelves* 
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A 

RELATION 

OF  THE 

Expedition  of  the  Portuguese  into 
Abyssinia,  under  Don  Chrijiopher 
de  Gama ,  by  Bermudez ,  the  F atriarch  ; 
extracted  from  Purchases  Pilgrim  *  .• 
With  feme  preliminary  Hints. 

TH E  Poriuguefe  fir  ft  difeovered,  by  Sea,  the 
Jbyffmian  Empire,  to  which  the  Jbyffmians 
themfelves  gave  Occafion. 

The  Emprefs  Helena*,  Grandmother  to  David 
Emperor  of  Ethiopia,  having  been  complimented, 
in  the  Name  cf  Emanuel  King  of  Portugal,  by  two 

*  The  Title  in  Purchas  is  ss  follows  :  A  brief  Relation  of 
the  Embajfage ,  which  the  Patriarch  Don  John  Bermudez,  brought 
from  the  Emperor  of  Etniopja,  s vulgarly  called  Presoy  ter  John, 
to  the  ptoft  Ghrifian  and  zealous  of  the  Faith  of  Chrifl ,  Dm 
John,  the  Third  of  this  Name ,  King  of  Portugal  ;  dedicated  to 
the  tnojl  high  and  mighty  King  of  Portugal,  Don  Seoaitian,  of 
moft  bleffed  Hope ,  the  l aft  of  his  Name.  In  which  he  relateth  alfo< 
the  Death  of  Don  Chriftcpher  of  Gama,  and  the  Uucceffes  _  which 
happened  to  the  Portuguefe  that  were  in  his  Company,  i  his  Piece 
(dedicated  to  King  Sebafian )  is  inferted  in  Vo!.  IT.  Book  VII. 
Chap.  VII,  pag.  1149,  Cf  feq.  of  Purchases  Pilgrim.  Mr.  la 
Croze,  who  has  inferted  a  Verfion  of  this  whole  Relation,  in 
his  Hifioire  du  Chrijtianifme  f  Ethiopie,  &c.  juftly  -  fets  a  very 
high  Values  upon  it,  and  informs  us  that  he  wrote  to  Lif 
Ion  for  the  Original,  but  could  not  procure  it,  fo  was  obliged  to 
content  hirafelf  with  traoflating  Purchas. 
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Gendemen  deputed  to  her  by  that  Monarch,  was 
determined  to  fend  an  Embaffador  into  Portugal;  to 
fettle  a  ftridt  Alliance  between  the  two  Crowns. 
The  Embaffador  employed  for  this  Purpofe  was  an 
Armenian  Merchant,  named  Matthew ,  who,  going 
to  Lisbon ,  returned  to  India  on  board  the  Portu - 
guefe  Fleet. 

He  was  accompanied  by  an  Embaffador  from 
Portugal ,  a  Man  of  Quality,  Edward  Galvarn  by 
Name,  who  arriving  at  the  Red-Sea ,  died  in  an 
Wand  of  it  called  Camaran  ;  fo  that  the  Portuguefe 
Ships,  which  had  brought  Galvarn ,  were  obliged  to 
return  to  Goa . 

But  as  this  feemed  an  Affair  of  Importance,  fame 
Years  alter  Rodriguez  de  Lima ,  a  Portuguefe  Gentle¬ 
man,  was  appointed  Embaffador,  and  his  Voyage 
was  very  long  and  laborious.  Rodriguez  went  frit 
to  the  Hand  of  Matzuma  in  the  Red-Sea ,  not  far 
from  Arquico  ;  which  two  Places  then  belonged  to 
the  Abyffmian  Emperor,  as  well  as  the  Wand  of  Sa- 
quem.  The  Turks  who  took  them  afterwards,  pof- 
ièfs  them  at  this  Day. 

The  Chaplain  to  the  Embaffy  was,  Francis  Alva- 
rez ,  Almoner  in  ordinary  to  his  Portuguefe  Majefty. 
To  this  Almoner,  a  Man  of  great  Simplicity,  but 
feeming  Sincerity,  we  are  obliged  for  the  firft  Ac¬ 
counts  of  the  Abyffmian  Empire  ;  he  publifhing  in 
Ufbon ,  1540,  a  Relation  of  it,  with  that  of  his 
Voyage.  This  firft  Edition  printed  in  Gothic  Let¬ 
ters,  was  followed  by  many  others,  which  are  gene¬ 
rally  efteemed  by  all  the  Learned.  Rodriguez  of 
Lima ,  not  meeting  with  Ships  to  convey  him  to 
Goa ,  was  obliged  to  ftay  fix  Years  in  Ethiopia . 

The  Emperor  who  then  fwayed  the  Scepter  was 
called  David.  He  received  Rodriguez  very  joyfully  ; 
and  employed  him  to  eftablifh  an  offenfive  and  de¬ 
fen  five  Alliance  with  the  King  of  Portugal^  in  or¬ 
der  to  drive  the  Turks ^  and  the  reft  of  the  Moham - 

medans , 
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medans ,  from  all  the  Strong  Holds  poffedfed  by  them 
cm 'the  Red  Sea,  5Twas  very  difficult  to  keep  an 
Enterprize  like  this  Secret  for  any  Time.  The 
Mohammedans  were  alarmed,  particularly  the  King 
ot  Adel  or  Zeila,  a  Monarch  whofe  Territories 
lay  neared:  to  thofe  of  the  Abyffinian  Emperor. 

Upon  this  the  King  of  Adel  began  to  eftabliffi 
Intelligences,  and  to  levy  Forces  to  prevent  the  For - 
tuguefe  from  joining  with  the  Abyffinians.  He  fent 
a  valiant  Captain  into  Ethiopia ,  to  attempt  the  Con- 
queft  of  that  Empire.  This  Captain,  whofe  Name  was 
Ahmed,  and  firnam’d  Gragna  or  Goronha ,  Vider  to 
the  King  of  Adel,  (not  King  of  that  Country,  as 
Purcbas  fuppofes)  fought  feveral  Battles  with  the 
Forces  of  the  Emperor  David- ,  whom  he  at  laffc 
obliged  to  retire,  with  few  Troops,  to  folitary,  in- 
acceffible  Mountains.  The  Abyffinian  Empire  would 
have  been  totally  ruined,  had  not  the  Emperor 
David  craved  Affiftance  of  the  Portuguefe,  then  very 
powerful  in  India.  Accordingly  they  fent  him  For¬ 
ces,  which  gave  Occafion  to  the  famous  Expedition, 
an  Account  whereof  was  writ  by  John  Bermudez , 
Latin  Patriarch  in  Ethiopia ,  who  was  a  Speculator  of 
all  thofe  Tran  factions.  This  Bermudez  was  a  Na¬ 
tive  of  Galicia  in  * Spain,  according  to  Nicholas  An - 
tonioy  pag.  500,  and  confequently  Abbé  Renaudot  is 
miftaken,  in  calling  him  an  Ethiopian.  Bermudez 
went  into  Ethiopia ,  in  1520,  with  Rodriguez  de 
Lima ,  Embaffador  from  the  King  of  Portugal ,  and 
the  Viceroy  of  India.  When  the  Ethiopian  Empe¬ 
ror  difmiffed  Rodriguez ,  and  his  Retinue,  he  defired 
that  Bermudez  and  a  Painter  might  continue  in  his 
Country.  5Tis  the  Trandation  of  this  Expedition, 
which  Purchas  has  given  in  his  Pilgrims:  And  Pel¬ 
iez.,  fpeaking  of  it,  in  his  General  Hiftory  [of  Ethio¬ 
pia,  gives  the  following  Character  of  it."  “  Ber~ 
46  muiez  the  Patriarch,  wrote  a  little  Book  on  the 
*£  Affairs  of  Ethiopia ,  publifhed  in  1565,  and  de- 
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cc  dicated  to  King  Sebaftian.  Our  Fathers  (the  Je- 

fuits)  who  have  been  in  Ethiopia ,  declare  that 
éc  he  may  be  credited  with  Regard  to  fuch  Particu - 
“  lars  as  he  himfelf  faw  ;  but  that  it  is  otherwife 
“  with  Refpedt  to  fuch  Things  as  he  knew  only  by 
<c  hearfay.” 

If  I  may  be  allowed  to  give  my  own  Opinion  : 
This  Account  of  Bermudez ,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
Expedition,  feems  drawn  up  with  great  Sim¬ 
plicity  and  Truth  ;  but  many  other  Parts  of  it  a- 
bound  with  the  marvellous,  of  which  I  fhall  give 
fome  Specimens  hereunder. 

Here  follows  an  Abftradt  of  it,  extradted  from 
Bermudezs  Narrative,  inferted  in  Purchases  Pilgrim , 
now  before  me. 

The  Emperor  (fays  Bermudez)  who  reigned  in 
Ethiopia ,  Anno  1525,  was  named  Onadingud.  The 
Patriarch  dying,  Onadinguel  nominated  me  his  Suc- 
cefifor,  a  Dignity  I  would  not  accept  of,  but  upon 
Condition  that  it  fhould  be  confirmed  by  the  See  of 
Rome .  At  the  Monarch’s  Defire,  I  went  to  Rome 
to  pay  Obedience  to  the  Holy  Father  ;  who  ratified 
all  my  Titles  ;  appointed  me  Patriarch  of  Alexan¬ 
dria^  and  Bifhop  of  the  See  of  Ethiopia .  I  then 
went  to  Portugal ,  to  conclude  the  Embafiy  which 
the  Emperor  had  fent  thither  by  one  of  his  Sub- 
jedls,  Pzaga-za-abas  by  Name  with  whom  Fa¬ 
ther  Alvarez  returned  to  Europe.  I  met  with  a 
gracious  Reception  from  his  Portuguefe  Majefty  in 
Evora ,  and  then  feized  Pzaga-za-abas  by  the  Em¬ 
peror’s  Orders.  The  Subjedt  of  the  Embafiy  fent 
by  Onadinguel ,  was  to  requefi:  a  perpetual  Friendfhip 
between  the  two  Monarchs,  for  which  Purpofe  there 
fhould  be  Intermarriages  between  them  j  and  like- 
wife  to  defire  fome  Portuguefe  Succours,  aginfi:  the 
Emperor’s  Enemy,  the  King  of  Zeila. 

*  His  Name  is  falfiy  given  by  Purchas. 

The 
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The  King  of  Portugal  ordered  me  a  Body  of 
Men,  when  having  got  my  Difpatches,  I  embark¬ 
ed,  and  arrived  at  Goay  where  I  was  received  with 
great  Honours,  and  acknowledged  a  Patriarch. 

The  Viceroy,  Don  Stephen  de  Gama ,  command¬ 
ing  a  confiderable  Fleet  to  be  fitted  out,  with  a  fe- 
led  Body  of  Forces  on  Board,  we  all  fet  fail  and 
arrived  at  Maizuma ,  a  Port  in  the  Red  Sea ,  where, 
to  our  great  Sorrow,  we  heard  that  the  Emperor 
Onadinguel  was  dead. 

We  afterwards  were  told,  that  the  Empire  was 
then  pofifefied  by  the  Queen  and  one  of  her  Sons, 
who  oppofed  the  Enemy  to  the  belt  of  their  Power. 
I  then,  at  the  defire  of  Don  Stephen  de  Gama  the 
Viceroy,  deputed  an  Officer  to  them  ;  during  which 
the  Viceroy  himfelf,  who  was  a  very  brave  Man, 
endeavoured,  but  in  vain,  to  fet  Fire  to  the  Turkijh 
Gallies  at  Suez  ;  but,  during  the  Abfence  of  the 
Viceroy,  one  of  the  Captain’s  of  the  King  of  Zeila, 
cut  to  Pieces  fixty  of  our  Men,  and  another  of  his 
Captains  or  Bernagaiz9 s,  *  defrauded  the  Portuguefe 
of  a  Thoufand  Webs  (Pieces  I  fuppofe)  of  Cotton. 
However,  we  afterwards  over-reached  this  Berna- 
gaiz. ,  by  pretending  Amity  ^  when  landing  fix 
hundred  Men  in  the  Night,  we  feized  on  all  the 
Poits  by  which  the  Enemy  might  efcape,  and  kill’d 
fome  Turks ,  with  the  Bernagaiz ,  and  lent  his  Head 
to  the  Queen,  for  which  lhe  returned  us  great 
Thanks. 

As  it  was  now  fuppofed,  that  the  Enterprize  would 
be  more  profitable  and  glorious  then  had  at  firft 
been  imagined,  many  other  Perfons  offered  to  en¬ 
gage  in  it  -,  and  particularly  Don  Chriftopher  de  Gamay 
the  Viceroy’s  Brother,  defired  to  head  it.  The  Vice¬ 
roy  then  ordered  me  four  hundred  Soldiers.  Amonc* 
thefe  were  lèverai  Perfons  of  Diftindion,  whole 

*  Bernagaiz,  lignifies  King  of  the  Sea,  or  he  who  commands 
over  the  Maritime  Provinces» 

Dome- 
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DomefKcks  increafed  our  Army,  and  were  after¬ 
wards  of  fignal  Service. 

As  we  were  going  to  fet  out,  a  Chrîftian  Berna » 
gaiz  brought  us  a  great  Quantity  of  Refrefhments 
of  every  Kind,  after  which,  Don  Stephen  the  Vice¬ 
roy,  and  the  Nobility  in  his  Train,  went  to  Ar- 
qaico ,  where  they  embarked  for  India,  and  left  us 
afhore.  We  now  fet  out  on  our  March,  and  in 
three  Days  reached  Deharoa .  Here  our  Portugueze 
were  fcandalized,  feeing  the  Abyjfmians  pradtife  their 
religious  Ceremonies,  but  I  pacified  them  as  well  as 
I  could.  I  then  fent  a  Meffage*  to  the  Queen,  who 
was  coming  to  us  with  all  the  Diligence  poffible. 
We  went  and  met  her  out  of  the  City,  our  Army 
being  drawn  up  after  the  European  manner,  which 
Sight  furprized  and  pleafed  her  exceedingly.  She 
then  afked  my  Bleffing,  and  gave  Don  Chriftopher 
de  Gama  a  mofl  gracious  Reception,  thanking  him 
for  his  Kindnefs  in  coming  to  her  Affiftance.  On 
the  Morrow  we  all  heard  Mafs  together,  when  we 
implored  Heaven  to  give  Succefs  to  our  Arms. 

Marching  from  Deharoa ,  during  feveral  Days, 
we  at  laft  came  into  a  very  agreeable  Plain,  where 
finding  a  Spring  of  clear  Water,  we  pitched  our 
Camp  round  it.  The  next  Day  came  an  Exprefs 
from  Goronha ,  or  Ahmed,  Vi  fier  to  the  King  of  Adel , 
accompanied  by  feveral  Perfons,  who  defired  to 
fpeak  with  our  General.  Coming  before  him,  he 
afked  who  he  was  -,  offering  Don  Chriftopher ,  pro¬ 
vided  he  would  turn  Mohammedan ,  vaft  Riches, 
with  a  great  number  of  beautiful  Women  ;  and  in 
cafe  of  his  Refufal,  he  commanded  him  to  leave 
the  Country,  which  he  declared  was  his.  Don  Chru 
ftopher  replied,  that  he  was  a  Captain  of  the  King 
of  Portugal ,  who  had  fent  him  to  reftore  Prefter 
to  John  his  Kingdoms,  which  he,  (the  King  of  Adel,) 
had  unjuftly  ufurp’d  :  And,  to  fhew  the  Contempt 
in  which  he  held  him,  he  fent  him  back  a  Look  in  g- 
1  glafs. 
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glafs,  a  Pair  of  Tongs  for  the  Beard,  and  a  Silver 
Egg  ;  but  gave  the  Meffenger  fome  very  valuable 
Prefe'nts,  as  two  Bracelets  of  Gold,  rich  Garments, 
&c. 

Upon  this,  Goronha  railed  his  Camp,  and  march¬ 
ed  towards  us,  at  the  Head  ol  about  a  thouland 
Horfe,  five  thonfand  Foot,  fifty  f  urkijh  Fufileers, 
and  the  like  number  of  Archers.  Bon  Chriftopher 
placed  the  Queen,  and  her  Retinue,  with  the  Bag¬ 
gage,  in  the  Centre  of  his  Army.  The  Queen  was 
then  feizecl  with  a  Panicle  *3  however,  we  wounded 
Goronha ,  and  Don  Chriftopher  was  himfelf  hurt  in 
the  Leg.  The  Moors  feeing  their  Commander 
wounded,  retired  and  followed  him  ;  Goronha  poll¬ 
ed  himfelf  on  a  neighbouring  Mountain,  where  he 
got  his  Wound  d relied. 

Here  a  Renegado,  firil  Coufm  to  the  Bernagaiz, , 
came  and  fubmitted  to  us,  promifing  to  bring  Cat¬ 
tle,  and  Provifions  of  every  Kind,  and  was  after¬ 
wards  as  good  as  his  Word.  By  this  Time  Don 
Chriftopher  s  Wound  was  cured,  but  we  now  were 
almoft  fami filed,  fo  that  I  permitted  them,  tho’  it 
was  Lent,  to  kill  and  eat"  all  the  Cattje  in  their 
Camp.  Immediately  after,  Goronha  advanced  with 
a  greater  Body  of  Forces  than  before,  and  fent  a  Mei- 
fage  to  Bon  Chriftopher  to  bid  him  be  ready,  which 
frighted  the  Queen  and  her  two  Sillers,  fo  that  th$y 
befought  me  to  fly.  I  complied  with  their  Fears  ; 
but  Bon  Chriftopher  fending  after  us,  I  obliged 
the  Queen  to  return  back,  fpite  of  her  abundant 
Tears.  I  then  gave  her  my  Bleffing,  and  abfolved 
her  from  all  her  Sins. 

At  Day-Break  the  two  Armies  engaged  very 
vigorously,  when  our  Artillery,  and  the  Powder  we 
had  artfully  fet  fire  to  under  the  Mohammedans , 
made  a  prodigious  Slaughter  of  them.  The  Queen, 
who  flood  near  me,  and  always  held  a  Crofs  in  her 
Hand,  wept  inceflantiy,  and  cried,  “0  Father  !  What 

46  have 
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“  have  you  got  by  bringing  me  hither?  Why  did 
<c  not  you  let  me  go  ”  ?  I  replied,  “  Madam,  be 
“  not  grieved  5  recommend  yourfelf  to  Heaven  * 
€C  open  your  Eyes,  and  behold  the  great  Slaughter 
“  made  of  your  Enemies”. 

Goronha  then  told  his  People,  that  the  Portugueze 
were  not  Men,  but  Devils;  immediately  after 
which,  he  retired,  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Hill, 
and  left  us  the  Field  of  Battle.  We  purfued  the 
Enemy,  but  to  no  Purpofe,  they  flying  with  amaz¬ 
ing  Speed..  .Here  a  great  Number  of  Abyjfmians 
came  and  joined  us,  which  pleafed  the  Queen  no 
Jefs  than  the  Vidlory  had  done.  The  abandoned 
Camp  of  the  Enemies  furnifhed  us  with  vaft  Riches, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  Provifions. 

We  then  marched  after  Goronha ,  and  came  into 
a  Plain,  at  the  Foot  of  one  of  the  Mountains,  to 
which  he  was  retired.  In  the  mean  Time  the  Moor 
had  fent  to  defire  Succours  from  the  Baffa  of  Zebidy 
piomifing  to  reward  him  amply.  We  then  retired 
to  a  Mountain  furrounded  on  ail  Sides  with  Rocks, 
on  tne  Summit  of  which  was  a  Plain.  There  we 
encamp  d,  and  thence  fent  for  Provifions,  which 
were  immediately  brought  us  ;  and  our  wounded 
Men  were  foon  cured.  During  this  Interval,  Don 
Chrijlopher  had  march’d  to  a  neighbouring  Moun¬ 
tain,  inhabited  by  Jews ,  and  defended  by  a  Moorijh 
Captain,  and  an  hundred  and  fifty  Horfe.  Don 
Chrijlopher  fought  them,  cut  feveral  of  them  to 
Pieces  ;  and  the  Moorijh  Captain’s  Wife,  a  Lady 
of  exquifite  Beauty,  being  taken  Prifoner,  Don 
Chrijlopher  kept  her  for  hirnfelf,  which  raifed  the 
Jealoufy  of  two  Pertugueze  Officers,  whom  the  Ge¬ 
neral  broke  merely  on  that  Account. 

During  Don  Chrijlopher 5s  Abfence,  Goronha  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  us  with  600  Parks ,  whom  the  Baffa 
had  fent  him  ;  he  having  likewife  two  hundred 
MoorijJo  Cavalry,  and  a  great  number  of  Foot.  He 

came 
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came  and  encamped  at  the  Foot  of  our  Fountain, 
and  fent  a  Man  with  a  Cargo  of  Looking-glafTes, 
Beads,  and  fuch  like  Things,  to  our  Camp,  with  a 
Meflfage  to  Bon  Chriftopher ,  who  was  abfent  ;  after 
which  the  Burks  entered  our  Camp,  and  did  us  con- 
fiderable  Damage,  We  now  fent  for  our  General, 
who  coming,  and  a  Council  of  War  being  called, 
it  was  propofed  to  attack  the  Moors  or  Burks  in  the 
Night,  which  Bon  Chriftopher  would  not  confent  to. 

At  Day-Break  we  all  march’d  down  the  Moun¬ 
tains,  when  the  Battle  begun  in  a  very  tumultuous 
Manner,  great  Numbers  being  killed  on.both  Sides, 
and  among  the  reft  Bon  Garcias  de  Noronha ,  Stand¬ 
ard-bearer  to  our  General,  who  defended  the  royal 
Standard  with  the  utmoft  Bravery.  Our  General 
received  a  Mufket-fhot  in  the  Arm,  notwithftand- 
ing  which,  he  did  not  quit  the  Field  of  Battle  till 
the  laft  Extremity  5  but  being  forced  to  it,  he  re¬ 
tired  to  a  Mountain,  with  the  few  who  had  conti¬ 
nued  with  him.  I  deftred  the  Queen  to  go  to  the 
Mountain  alfo  -,  but  as  fhe  did  not  care  to  abandon 
Tome  of  her  Ladies,  who  had  no  Vehicles  of  any 
Kind,  I  forced  her  and  her  Sifters-in-law,  to  goon 
heYore,  and  took  up  the  Princefs,  her  little  Daugh¬ 
ter,  on  Horfeback  behind  me. 

A  Nurfe  belonging  to  the  Queen,  a  Woman  of 
great  Virtue,  who  was  accompanied  by  two  of  her 
Daughters,  and  other  Women,  laid  hold  on  a  Bar¬ 
rel  of  Gunpowder,  when  faying,  cc  God  forbid  that 
44  we  fhould  fall  into  the  Elands  of  our  Enemies’’, 
fhe  fet  Fire  to  it  in  the  Middle  of  her  Tent  ;  and 
thus  herfelf,  and  her  whole  Retinue,  perifhed  in- 
ftantly.  Fifty  or  threefcore  others,  who  had  es¬ 
caped  from  the  Battle  grievoufly  wounded,  and  were 
unable  to  fecure  themfelves,  put  an  End  to  their 
Lives  after  the  fame  manner.  Advancing  ftill  far¬ 
ther  on  the  Mountain,  we  ftopt,  in  order  to  give 
our  flying  Soldiers  an  Opportunity  of  joining  us, 

1  and 
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and  particularly  Don  Chriftopher ,  whom  at  Lift  we 
faw  coming  forward,  wounded  in  the  Arm,  as  was 
obferved  above.  I  dreffed  his  Wound,  at  the 
Queen’s  Defire,  with  fome  Balm  fhe  gave  me  ;  and 
then  taking  the  Veil  from  her  Head,  fhe'  tore  it, 
and  tied  up  the  Wound  with  it.  Don  Chriftopher 
was  inconfolable  for  our  Lofs  ;  and  particularly  be- 
caufe  the  Enemy  had  got  PofTeffion  of  the  royal 
Standard,  on  which  Occafion  I  did  all  that  lay  in 
my  Power  to  comfort  him. 

At  laft  we  obliged  Don  Chriftopher  to  get  on  Horfe- 
back,  and  then  fet  out  upon  our  March,  and  came 
to  a  River,  over  which  was  a  Draw-bridge.  Here 
Don  Chriftopher  declared  that  he  would  go  no  far¬ 
ther.  He  then  called  for  his  Domeftics,  who 
making  a  Bed  for  him,  laid  him  upon  it.  He  de¬ 
bited  me  to  confefs  him,  and  declared  he  would  flay 
in  that  Place.  I  would  have  forced  him  from  it* 
but  he  declaring  that  he  would  kill  himfel'f,  if  I  op- 
pofed  his  Will  any  longer,  I  let  him  continue  there  ; 
leaving  with  him,  at  his  own  Requeft,  his  Valet- 
de-chambre,  his  Secretary,  and  three  Portugueze 
Attendants.  I  could  never  find  the  Reafon  of  his 
taking  this  Refolution 

*Twas  with  great  Difficulty  that  Î  prevail’d  with 
the  Queen  to  go  forward,  fne  difcovering  the  ut- 
moft  Relu&ance  at  leaving  Don  Chriftopher ,  but  we 
heard  the  Enemy  at  our  Heels.  This  was  in  the 
Night.  At  Day-Break  we  faw  feveral  Moors  about 
the  Place  where  Don  Chriftopher  had  retired.  After 
travelling  fome  Time,  we  at  lad  got  out  of  the 
Enemy’s  reach. 

We  had  loft  forty  Portugueze ,  and  there  remain’d 
about  three  hundred,  over  whom  I  appointed  as 
General,  Alphonfo  Caldeyra ,  a  Native  of  Coimbra , 
a  Gentleman  of  great  Prudence  and  Bravery.  And 

*  Methinks  the  Reafott  is  plain  enough,Ty/%.  hkgreat  Difcon- 
tent  for  the  unexpected  ill  Succefs  of  the  Portugueze. 

now 
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now  two  of  the  Gentlemen  who  had  ftaid  behind 
with  Bon  Chriftopber  came,  and  told  u.s  the  follow¬ 
ing  Particulars  :  That  whilft  they  were  hid  in  the 
Grove,  a  Woman,  purfued  by  Moors ,  fled  to  it  ; 
when  all  of  them  coming  into  it,  the  Moors  afked 
who  he  was,  and  he  told  them  :  that  afterwards  car¬ 
rying  him  to  Gcronha ,  this  latter  advifed  him  to 
turn  Mohamedan ,  promifing  him  mighty  Things, 
which  Bon  Chriftopber  refufing  with  Indignation, 
Goronha  commanded  fame  of  his  People  to  ftrike 
him  in  the  Face,  and  pull  out  the  Hairs  of  his 
Beard,  Fie  afterwards  forced  Bon  Chriftopber  to 
write  to  his  Soldiers,  to  perfuade  them  to  come  over 
to  the  Moors  \  but  the  latter  made  a  private  Mark, 
to  fhew  that  what  he  then  writ  was  extorted  from 
him.  To  this  Letter,  the  new  General  of  the  Portu - 
gueze ,  Alpbonfo  Caldeyra ,  fent  a  very  fharp  Anfwer, 
which  yet  did  not  exafperate  Goronha  againft  Bon 
Chriftopber .  Goronha  afterwards  employing  Bon 
ChriftopheY ,  who  pretended  to  poflefs  an  excellent 
Secret  for  healing  Wounds,  to  cure  his  Captain- 
general.,  the  latter  killed  him,  at  which  Goronha 
was  fo  much  enraged,  that  he  caufed  Bon  Chriftopber 
to  be  beheaded.  He  fent  his  Head  to  the  Bafifa  of 
Grand  Cairo ,  and  his  Quarters  to  other  Places. 

Goronha  afterwards  eroded  the  Kingdom  of  Bam- 
hea ,  and  we  received  a  Reinforcement  of  an  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  Horfe,  and  a  thoufand  Foot.  Thefe 
were  the  Subjects  of  the  Emperor  Gradeus ,  or  Glau- 
dius ,  and  had  deferred  from  Goronha’ s  Camp.  We 
then  retired  to  the  Mountain  of  the  Jews,  the  Cap¬ 
tain  of  which,  with  his  whole  Family,  were  ad¬ 
mitted  to  Baptifm.  Bon  Alphonfo  Caldeyra^  our  Ge¬ 
neral,  marched  afterwards  with  ninety  Men,  and 
made  great  Havock  in  fome  Villages  belonging  to 
the  Infidels.  About  two  Months  and  a  half  after, 
we  marched  to  other  Mountains,  whither  Claudius 
came  to  us  with  fifty  Horfemen,  and  many  others 

U  mount- 
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mounted  on  Mules.  All  the  Captains  went  out  to 
meet  the  Emperor,  when  bringing  him  to  my  Tent, 

I  gave  him  my  Bleffmg,  for  which  he  feemed  very 
thankful.  His  Tent  was  pitched  in  the  Centre  of 
our  Camp. 

Some  Days  after,  I  affembled  the  chief  Officers, 
and  defired  that  none  might  be  fcandalized  at  the 
Difference  in  Ceremonies,  between  the  Ethiopians 
and  us  j  and  that  if  we  could  but  bring  over  the 
Emperor  to  acknowledge  the  Pope,  as  Head  of  the 
Church,  his  Subjects  would  follow  his  Example.  I 
then  went  to  the  Monarch’s  Tent,  where  the  Queen 
his  Mother  was  at  that  Time,  when  I  exhorted  him 
to  pay  Obedience  to  the  Roman  Pontiff.  The  Em¬ 
peror,  like  a  heedlefs  Youth  who  does  not  know 
what  he  fays,  replied  thus,  “  You  are  neither  my  Fa- 
“  ther  *  nor  my  Patriarch.  You  are  Patriarch  of 
«  the  Franks ,  and  an  Arian  \  you  worfhipping  four 
“  Gods.  I’ll  never  call  you  Father  more”.  I  an- 
fwered,  that  he  told  a  Lie  ;  that  I  was  not  an  A- 
rian  *,  and  did  not  worffiip  four  Gods  :  I  hat  as  lie 
refufed  to  obey  the  Pope,  I  looked  upon  him  as  ex¬ 
communicated  and  curbed  ;  and,  for  that  Rea  Ion, 
would  never  fpeak  to  him  again.  Saying  this,  I 
rofe^  in  order  to  go  away,  when  he  told  me, 
that  ’twas  I  who  was  excommunicated,  and  not  he. 

I  then  went  to  the  Portugueze ,  who  .flood  with¬ 
out  the  Tent,  when  telling  them  all  that  had  pafs’d, 

I  declared  that  he  was  an  Heretic,  and  therefore  I 
commanded  them  to  abandon  him,  which  they  all 

did  accordingly.  ij 

A  little  after,  the  Emperor  fent  the  Portugueze 
three  thou  (and  Ounces  of  Gold,  and  other  Prefen  ts, 
defiring  to  be  reconciled  to  them  -,  but  they  refuted 
to  take  it,  unlefs  he  was  reconciled  to  me.  The  j 
Queen  afterwards  came  to  my  Tent,  with  an  Arch- 
bifhopj  whom  I  had  confecrated,  when  falling  upon 
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her  Knees,  and  conjuring  me  with  Tears  to  be  re¬ 
conciled  to  her  Son,  I  at  laft  was  prevailed  with  % 
upon  which,  going  with  her  to  the  Monarch’s  Tent, 
he  receiv’d  me  with  great  Humanity  ;  when  he, 
the  Queen,  and  I,  fitting  on  the  Ground,  I  obliged 
him,  after  a  long  Conference,  to  fign  and  feal  an 
Infiniment,  declaring  his  Obedience  to  the  Holy 
See,  which  was  afterwards  folemnly  read  aloud  be¬ 
fore  the  whole  People,  Trumpets  founding  all  the 
Time.  Not  long  after  Alphonfo  Caldeyra  dying  by 
a  Fall  from  his  Horfe,  Arias  biz  was  eleded  Ge¬ 
neral  in  his  ftead. 

Some  Days  after  I  received  a  MefiTage  from  the 
Monarch,  who  defired  me  to  fend  him  Arias  Biz , 
our  General,  with  all  the  Portugueze ,  in  order  to  go 
upon  an  Expedition  which  related  to  the  Service  of 
God  ;  accordingly  I  lent  them.  As  there  remained 
with  me  about  feventeen  hundred  and  fifty  Abyjfi - 
nians,  I  marched  them  to  the  Frontiers  of  the  Moun¬ 
tain  where  Goronha  was  polled.  Going  afterwards 
on  the  Mountain,  they  feized  upon  a  neighbouring 
Town,  in  which  they  found  only  a  few  Provifions, 
with  fome  Mead  that  had  been  poifoned,  of  which 
two  of  our  Soldiers  drinking,  died  fuddenly* 

I  then  fent  for  Arias  Biz  and  the  Monarch,  defir¬ 
ing  them  to  march  up  immediately  to  me.  Clau¬ 
dius  was  afraid  at  firft;  but  being  reproached  by 
Arias  Biz ,  they  all  marched  and  joined  us  in  a  Day 
or  two.  And  now  all  (thofe  who  were  fatigued  ex¬ 
cepted)  advanced  forward  up  the  Mountain,  in  or¬ 
der  to  feize,  before  the  Enemy,  upon  a  Poll  of  veiy 
great  Importance.  Being  arrived  at  the  Summit, 
we  found  a  Monaftery  dedicated  to  St.  Paul,  the 
Friars  whereof  receiv’d  us  in  folemn  Procefiion,  af¬ 
ter  which  we  pitched  our  Camp.  The  Soldiers 
went  to  Prayers,  and  befought  Heaven  to  give  us 
the  Yidlory  ;  and  then  great  Numbers  of  People, 
from  all  the  adjacent  Provinces,  came  and  joined 
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us.  In  the  mean  Time  we  could  perceive,  from 
our  Mountain,  Goronha9 s  Moors ,  exercifing  in  the 
Plains  behind  us,  and  could  hear  them  cry  as  fol¬ 
lows:  tc  Before  four  Days  are  ended,  you  fhall  all 
“  be  cut  to  Pieces.  Your  King  fhall  be  made  an  Eu- 
“  nuch,  and  appointed  one  of  the  Guards  of  the 
tc  King  of  Zetlad s  Seraglio  ;  and  the  Patriarch  who 
tc  brought  you  hither  fhall  be  impaled  alive.’5 

The  General  of  the  Ahyffmians  going  out  to  fkir- 
mifh  with  the  Moors ,  advancing  too  forward,  was 
taken  by  them  and  killed,  after  cutting  off  his  privy 
Parts,  as  is  the  Cuftom  of  that  People,  at  which  the 
Monarch  was  furprizingly  afflicted  ;  and  Advice 
being  brought  that  Goronha  was  come,  and  had  en¬ 
camped  at  the  Foot  of  the  Mountain,  Claudius  was 
fo  greatly  terrified,  that  he  refolved  to  fly. 

This  News  being  brought  me  to  the  Monaftery, 
and  the  Bernagaiz  fhewing  me  a  large  Body  of  arm¬ 
ed  Abyjfmiaus ,  who  were  in  doubt  which  Party  to 
join,  I  went  to  Claudius ,  and  befought  him  to  rely  on 
the  Mercy  of  God,  who  had  redeemed  us  with  his 
Blood,  and  would  certainly  give  us  the  Victory.  I 
then  went  and  made  a  Speech  to  the  Portugueze , 
befeeching  them  to  truft  in  God,  and  behave  as  be¬ 
came  their  Name.  We  now  defcended  the  Moun¬ 
tain,  when  Claudius  and  his  Troops  being  fur  prized  at 
ourRefolution,  halted  on  an  Eminence,  and  Goronha 
and  his  Forces  advanced  to  meet  us.  Goronha  be¬ 
ing  mounted  on  a  white  Horfe,and  armed  Cap-a-pee, 
a  Domeftick  of  Don  Chriftopher ,  to  revenge  the  i| 
former  Death  of  his  Matter,  came  forward,  and  fliot  1 
him  dead  ;  which  intimidating  his  Troops  greatly, 
we  foon  got  the  better  of  them  ;  and  Claudius  def¬ 
ending  with  his  Troops  into  the  Plain,  rhe  Turks 
and  Moors  quitted  t>he  Field  of  Battle.  We  now  ,  j 
met  with  very  rich  Plunder,  Provifions,  Artillery 
and  other  Arms.  Goronha9 s  Son  was  taken  Prifoner, 
and  his  Queen  fled  into  the  Province  of  Dagua. 

Our 
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Our  Soldiers  marched  a  confiderable  Way  into  the 
Province  of  Dambea ,  whence  they  brought  Commo¬ 
dities  of  great  Value.  Claudius  gave  Orders  for 
building  a  magnificent  Monaftery,  on  the  Spot  where 
this  miraculous  Victory  had  been  obtained.  An 
Abyffinian  would  fain  have  ufurped  the  Glory  of  kill¬ 
ing  Goronha ,  but  the  Contrary  was  proved  to  his 
Shame. 

We  {laid  two  Months  in  this  Place,  during  which 
Claudius  fent  Advice  of  it  to  the  Queen  his  Mother, 
who  was  at  a  League  Didance  from  us,  and  after-  / 
wards  cpne  to  our  Camp.  Some  Days  after  Claudius 
marched  forth,  in  order  to  recover  certain  Provinces, 
of  which  the  King  of  Z eila  had  difpoflfefled  him, 
during  which  he  left  the  Queen  with  me.  Whilft 
the  Army  continued  in  this  Place,  the  King  of  Aden, 
or  Ade^  fent  a  Mefihge  to  Claudius ,  to  tell  him 
that  he  muff  not  fancy  that  the  King  of  Aden  was 
dead,  he  being  his  SuccefTor,  and  would  foon  be 
'with  him.  The  Army  then  marched  to  a  great 
River,  which  they  palled  in  the  Nighty  within  half 
a  League  of  the  Enemy’s  Camp.  We  then  march¬ 
ed  up,  and  killed  a  great  number  of  their  Men, 
among  whom  was  the  King  of  Aden.  Claudius  was 
wounded,  and  in  danger  of  lofing  his  Life.  We 
loft  feveral  Soldiers  ;  but  the  Infidels  feeing  their 
Monarch  dead,  fled,  and  being  purfued  by  the  For - 
twyueze,  a  great  Slaughter  was  made  of  them. 
Claudius  would  accept,  as  his  Share  of  the  Plunder, 
of  nothing  but  the  King  of  Aden  s  Sword  and  Lance, 
he  bellowing  all  the  reft  of  the  rich  Plunder  on  the 
Portuguese ,  who  had  won  it.  The  King  of  Aden9 s 
Queen  being  taken  Prifoner,  Claudius  offered  to  mar¬ 
ry  her,  upon  Condition  thatfhe  fhould  turn  Chrijlian , 
to  Arias  Diz ,  to  whom  he  gave  the  Kingdoms  of 
JDoror  and  Bala,  which  had  belonged  to  the  Queen, 
he  referving  to  himfèlf  the  Kingdom  of  Oygere 
only. 
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Claudius  having  thus  recovered  his  Kingdoms,  and 
pofTeffing  them  in  Peace,  I  flattered  myfelf  that  he 
would  folemnly  ratify  the  Obedience  he  had  pro- 
mifed  to  the  fupreme  Pontiff,  and  eftablifh  a  per¬ 
fect  Conformity  between  the  Churches  of  Rome  and 
Ethiopia  ;  but  as  he  had  not  been  fincere  on  that  . 
Occalion,  he  foon  forgot  his  Promife,  and  adted  in 
direbf  Oppofition  to  it;  going  afterwards  to  the 
Monarch’s  Tent,  I  met  with  a  very  cold  Reception  ; 
and  three  Portugueze  Gentlemen  coming  up  to  me, 
whifpered,  and  bid  me  beware  of  Arias  Biz*,  de¬ 
claring  that,  he  was  a  Traitor,  at  which  I  was  pro- 
digioufly  furprized.  I  afterwards  heard  Claudius 
fpeak  thus  to  Arias  Biz ,  66  Mark,  my  General, 
cc  carry  no  longer  the  King  of  Portugais  Standard 
€C  in  my  Kingdom  ;  leave  it  there,  and  take  up 
èC  mine”.  Arias  Biz  refuflng  this,  Claudius  would 
have  forced  one  of  his  Pages  to  feize  it,  but  was 
prevented  by  a  Portugueze ,  who  wounded  the 
Page  in  the  Head. 

I  then  withdrew  to  my  Quarters,  whither  I  was 
Followed  by  all  the  Portuguefe.  Axias  Btz  then  blam¬ 
ing  me  for  exafperating  Claudius ,  feveral  Portuguefe 
Gentlemen  rofe,  and  faidi  that  he  was  a  Traitor  to 
the  King  of  Portugal ,  and  confequently  could  no 
longer  be  our  Captain.  He  replied  that  he  had  in¬ 
finite  obligations  to  Claudius ,  and  therefore  was  his 
Captain,  and  not  that  of  the  King  of  Portugal.  As 
I  afterwards  reproached  him  with  caufing  himfelf  to 
be  baptized  Mark ,  puriuant  to  the  Ritual  of  the  i 
Alexandrian  Heretics,  he  retired  with  a  forrowful  1 
Countenance  to  his  Quarters,  followed  only  by  a 
few  Portuguefe .  #  9j 

Claudius  fending  for  me  next  Day,  I  went  to  his 
Text,  where  I  met  with  a  moft  ungracious  Recep¬ 
tion,  the  Monarch  neither  riling*  nor  afking  my 
RlefTmg  as  before.  I  then  told  him,  that  he  was 
not  only  ungrateful  with  Regard  to  the  King  of 
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Portugal *,  but  likewife  that  he  violated  in  my  Lr* 
ion  the  Refpedt  which  he  owed  to  Chrifi  Jefus, whom 
I  reprefented.  I  thereupon  told  him,  ^  that  in  cafe 
he  returned  to  the  Hereiy  of  the  Jacobites ,  eye.  he 
would  be  rejedted,  curfed,  and  excommunicated. 
He  replied,  that  we  were  Heretics,  becaufewe  wor~ 
ihipped  four  Gods  \  and  added,  that  had  I  not  been 
his  fpi ritual  Father  [his  Godfather]  he  would  have 
ordered  me  to  be  quartered.  Hearing  this,  I.re- 
turned  to  my  Tent,  where  many  Portuguese  waited 
for  me,  whom  I  informed  of  ail  that  had  palled . 

Whilft  I  was  in  the  Camp  with  the  Portugueze , 
Claudius  fent  a  Meffage,  ordering  me  not  to  cauL 
any  Change  ;  and  declaring  that  the  Portugueze 
were  all  under  the  Command  of  Mark  [Arias  Diz\ 
his  General  :  But  I  replied,  that  the  Portuguefe  re¬ 
filled  to  fight  under  a  Traitor  and  a  Heretic,  and 
relived  to  return  to  their  Native  Country  :  To 
which  Claudius  fent  Anfwer,  that  we  could  not  quit 
it  without  his  Confient,  "Vve  then  feparated,  and  I 
exhorted  the  Portuguefe  to  behave  gallantly. 

There  were  three  Entrances  .to  our  Camp,  and 
thefe  we  fortified,  laying  Pots  of  Gun-powdei  which 
afterwards  annoyed  the  Enemy  greatly.  Our -Ca¬ 
valry  advancing  towards  Claudius' s  Camp  at  Mid- 
night,  terrified  the  Abyjjinians  to  fuch  a  Degree  that 
they  fled.  On  the  morrow  Claudius  prepared  to  at¬ 
tack  us,  when  advancing  up  the  Avenues,  the  Pow¬ 
der-pots  were  fired,  which  flew  great  Numbev  of 
the  Ahjfmians ,  fio  that  they  ail  retired  ;  which  the 
Monarch  perceiving,  he  with  Grief  tote  his  Gar¬ 
ments.  The  Monarch  fending  for  Arms  Viz,  told 
him,  that  as  he  could  not  overcome  us  by  Force, 
they  mud  have  Recourfe  to  Artifice. 

This  being  agreed,  Claudius  fent  us  Word  that 
he  was  forry  for  whatever  had  pafieci,  and  was  de¬ 
termined  to  fubmit  to  my  Will  m  all  livings.  Vve 
replied,  that  if  he  would  do  this,  we  would  ferve 
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him  as  our  Lord  and' Father.  Here  the  Tray  tor 
Arias  Diz ,  advifed  Claudius  two  Things  ;  fir  ft  to 
forbid  his  Subjedts  furnifhing  us  with  any  Provifions  -, 
and  fecondly,  to  promife  us  the  noblefl:  Rewards. 

Immediately  the  Monarch  fent  a  large  Sum  of 
Money  to  th tPortuguefe  Soldiers,  and  a  great  Num¬ 
ber  of  Oxen,  Sheep,  and  other  Provifions  to  me  ; 
promifing  farther  to  comply  with  all  my  Defires. 
The  Berttagaiz  Jfaac  promiled  likewife  to  affift  us 
to  the  iitmoft  of  his  Power.  We  then  went  to¬ 
wards  Claudius’s  Tent,  being  met  by  Mark  [ Arias 
Diz j  whom  I  requefted  to  live  at  Peace  with  my 
People,  which  he  promifed.  Claudius ,  and  all  the 
People  in  general,  feemed  overjoyed  at  this  Recon¬ 
ciliation. 

A  little  after  five  Portuguefe  Gentlemen  came  and 
told  me,  that  they  were  going  to  be  fent  feparately 
into  Baniihment,  a  Counlel  that  was  wholly  owing 
to  the  Tray  tor  Mark .  I  then  went  to  the  Noble¬ 
men  whofe  Prifoners  they  were  to  be,  and  begg’d 
him  to  treat  them  kindly,  which  they  folemnly  pro¬ 
mifed,  though  they  had  been  ordered  to  throw 
them  into  Chains,  as  Slaves.  I  then  haflened  to 
the  Monarch,  when  afking  him  why  he  treated  my 
Brethren  in  this  manner,  he  replied,  that  as  he  was 
going  to  make  War  againft  the  Gallas ,  or  Galles , 
it  was  necefîary  the  Portuguefe  in  queftion  fhould  be 
away,  to  prevent  their  making  a  Mutiny  ;  and  that 
1  myielf  fhould  be  fent  among  the  Gaff  at  es ,  and  be 
handfomely  fupported  ;  he  having  appointed  the 
Revenues  thereof,  to  be  paid  me  for  that  Purpofe  ; 
and  that  all  imaginable  Honour  fhould  be  ihewn 
me.  Mark  coming  up  to  Claudius ,  and  faying  : 
Sir,  be  fo  good  as  to  fend  for  the  Patriarch  from 
Alexandria  :  u  The  Monarch,  replied  -,  Bleffed  be  God 

( Mark  my  dear  Friend;)  the  Thing  is  done.” 

I  then  was  ordered  to  be  put  in  PofTefTion  of  the 
Country  of  the  Gaffates ,  who  were  commanded  to 
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recognize  me  as  their  Lord  ;  I  was  allowed  to  take 
with  me  all  my  Domeftics,  whether  Freedmen  or 
Slaves.  I  arrived  after  taking  leave  of  Claudius ,  in 
a  Week,  in  this  Country -,  having  in  my  Retinue, 
an  AbyJJinian  who  had  been  in  Portugal ,  and  whom 
I  appointed  Steward  of  my  Houfhold.  The  Coun¬ 
try  of  the  Gaffates ,  is  fituated  in  the  midft  of  feve- 
ral  very  high,  fteep  Mountains,  and  the  Inhabitants 
are  quite  barbarous  :  We  thçn  defcended  into  a  deep 
Valley,  where  the  Captain  who  conducted  me,  cal¬ 
ling  the  Inhabitants  together,  ordered  them  to  re¬ 
ceive  me  as  their  Lord,  but  not  permit  me  to  leave 
that  Place,  and  go  to  Court.  They  promifed  to 
obey  all  his  Orders. 

I  lived  feven  Months  in  this  Country,  during 
which  the  King  marched  againft  the  Galles ,  but  with 
very  ill  Succefs.  A  little  after  Mark  died,  and  was 
interred  by  Claudius’s  Order,  with  great  Solemnity, 
his  Body  being  depofited  in  the  Church  where  the 
Kings  are  buried.  The  Monarch  and  all  his  Court 
were  exceedingly  afflicted  at  his  Death.  Hearing 
this  I  refolved  to  go  to  Court,  and  for  that  Purpofe, 
caufed  the  Captain  who  guarded  us  to  be  bound  5 
when  ordering  my  Gunner  to  difcharge  fome  Field- 
Pieces  clofe  by  him,  the  poor  Captain  was  in 
fuch  Terror,  that  he  promifed  never  to  moled:  me 
more,  provided  I  would  relcafe  him,  which  I  ac¬ 
cordingly  did.  I  afterwards  caufed  all  my  Field- 
Pieces,  being  Tenor  Twelve  in  Number,  to  be 
bred,  which  ecchoed  like  Thunder  among  the 
Mountains,  and  killed  two'  Men.  The  Inhabitants 
were  fo  much  difmayed,  that  they  all  fled,  and  the 
Captain  fent  me  Word,  that  I  might  go  whitherfo- 
ever  I  pleafed. 

We  march’d  out  of  thefe  Mountains  with  all  poC- 
Able  hafte  -,  and,  two  Days  before  our  Arrival  at 
the  King’s  Camp,  I  met  with  a  Portuguefe  on  whom 
Claudius  had  beftowed  fome  Lands  (as  he  had  done 
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on  all  the  Portuguefe)  which  he  was  come  to  view. 
He  told  me  that  Claudius ,  after  Mark's  Death,  had 
appointed  James  de  Figueredo  to  be  General  of  the 
Portuguefe ,  who  dying  foon  after,  he  had  nominat¬ 
ed  two  Generals,  Gafpar  de  Sofa ,  and  Lopez  d'Al- 
manfa ,  each  of  whom  was  tocommand  the  Squadrons, 
which  were  to  guard  the  Monarch  ;  but  afterwards 
the  former  (who  was  my  Nephew  and  Friend)  was 
appointed  foie  Commander.  Claudius  lent  me  a 
a  very  civil  MefTage,  with  an  Equipage  and  five 
hundred  Ounces  of  Gold.  The  Portuguefe  feemed 
overjoyed  at  my  Arrival  ;  but  the  Monarch’s  Com- 
plaifance  was  all  a  Feint,  he  expedting  daily  the 
new  Patriarch  of  Alexandria ,  and  was  unwilling 
we  fhould  meet,  left  this  fhould  occafion  fome  Di- 
fturbance. 

After  Claudius  was  gone,  Rohel  a  Soldier  of  Di- 
ftindion,  came  and  told  me  privately,  that  the 
Emperor  was  highly  exafperated,  becaufe  I  had  ob¬ 
liged  him  to  pay  Obedience  to  the  See  of  Rome ,  and 
that  as  another  Patriarch  was  coming,  it  would  be 
proper  for  me  to  take  Care  of  myfelf.  I  thanked 
him,  and  told  him  it  v/as  abfolutely  neceffary  for 
me  to  go  to  Court,  whereof  I  foon  lent  Advice  to 
Gafpar  de  Sofa ,  defiring  his  Affiftance,  a  little  be¬ 
fore  which  Robel  and  I  parted. 

Juft  as  I  was  coming  to  the  Monarch’s  Camp,  a 
Portuguefe  came  and  declared,  that  Claudius  had  or¬ 
dered  me  to  be  feized,  and  carried  upon  a  Rock, 
where  I  fhould  end  my  Days.  Accordingly  I  was 
feized,  when  all  the  Portuguefe  rin  to  refcue  me. 
The  Monarch  afterwards  blamed  Gafpar  de  Sofa  for 
fetting  me  at  Liberty,  when  the  latter  juftified  what 
he  done,  and  accufed  the  King  of  Ingratitude  ; 
whereupofr  Claudius  fent  for  me  to  his  Tent,  on 
which  Occafion  he  was  fo  very  profufe  of  his  Ca¬ 
rdies,  that  I  was  quite  naufeated  with  them.  I  af¬ 
terwards  at  his  Reqi;efts  promifed  not  leave  the 
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Portuguefe ,  nor  to  quit  the  Empire  without  his  Per- 
million.  He  then  gave  me  Lands,  the  Annual  Re¬ 
venue  of  which  amounted  to  twenty  thoufand  Cru- 
zadoes  ;  ordering  that  the  Patriarch  Jofeph  ^  whom 
he  had  fent  for  from  Alexandria^  fhould  be  his  Prelate, 
and  that  I  fhould  be  the  Prelate  of  the  Portuguefe 
only  -,  and  farther  that  my  Archdeacon,  and  all  my 
other  Officers,  fhould  thenceforward  ferve  the  Pa¬ 
triarch  Jofeph. 

Claudius ,  in  order  that  Jofeph  might  take  Poflef- 
fion,  peaceably,  of  his  Patriarchate,  fettled  me  and 
the  reft  of  the  Portuguefe ,  in  Provinces  which  were 
fartheft  diftant  from  that  wherein  he  chiefly  refided. 
In  the  meanTime  he  fent  û\ç  Portuguefe  into  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Doaro ,  on  the  Frontiers  of  the  Galles  his 
Enemies,  where  they  were  to  be  in  Garrilon.  T his 
difgufted  Calide,  who  cammanded  Jn  thofe  Parts  1 
and  hereupon  he  raifed  an  Army  or  (even  thoufand 
Horfe,  fix  thoufand  Foot,  and  fix  hundred  Arch¬ 
ers.  Cali  de  marching  at  the  Head  of  all  theie 
Forces,  they  were  afraid  to  attack  us,  upon  which 
the  Portuguefe  watching  their  Opportunity,  feven  of 
our  Fufiieers  fhot  at  Calide,  and  kill’d  him  before 
the  Battle  began  ;  which  terrified  his  Troops  to  fuch 
a  Degree,  that  Part  of  them  fubmitted,  and  the 
reft  fled.  Claudius  was  overjoyed  at  tins  Vidfory,  he 
being  very  much  afraid  of  Calide ,  who  was  his  Re¬ 
lation,  and  next  Heir  to  the  Crown. 

After  the  Death  of  the  Calide  of  Doaro ,  we  en¬ 
joyed  four  Months  Peace  ;  but  now  Claudius  fent 
Advice,  that  the  Gallas  were  advancing  towards  us 
to  attack  us,  and  therefore  that  it  would  be  proper 
for  us  to  ftand  upon  our  Guard.  T.  hefe  Gallas  are 
a  very  lavage  and  cruel  People.  Accordingly  we 
prepared  for  our  Defence;  and  as  our  Fire-Arms 
were  our  greateft  Strength,  we  made  great  Quanti¬ 
ties  of  Gunpowder,  this  Country  abounding  with 
1  Brim- 
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Brimftone  and  Salt-Petre.  We  afterwards  fent  à 
way  all  Perfons  who  were  not  able  to  fight. 

The  Enemy  appeared,  and  in  incredible  Num¬ 
bers  ;  after  which  they  advanced  towards  us  in  great 
Order,  to  above  the  Diftance  of  Cannon-Shot.  We 
were  then  not  above  an  hundred  and  fifty  in  Number, 
and  therefore  not  being  numerous  enough  to  march 
and  attack  them,  we  waited  for  their  Arrival  in  our 
Camp,  this  being  pitched  on  an  Eminence,  which 
commanded  the  adjacent  Places.  Here  we  defend¬ 
ed  ourfelves  ten  or  twelve  Days,  expeéting  the  Ar¬ 
rival  of  Claudius ,  during  which  we  annoyed  the 
Gallas  exceedingly. 

The  Monarch  not  coming,  and  being  in  want  of 
Powder,  we  raifed  our  Camp,  and  marched  out  in 
fearch  of  him,  the  Gallas  not  daring  to  follow  us. 
Claudius  coming,  and  hearing  that  the  Gallas  had 
feized  upon  the  Country,  wept  like  a  Child.  He 
indeed  had  loft  three  confiderable  Kingdoms,  thofe 
of  Bala ,  Doaro ,  and  Hadia .  Some  Portugueze  be¬ 
long!  it  him  to  be  comforted,  declaring  that  all  his 
Misfortunes  were  owing  to  his  Difputes  with  me, 
who  was  his  only  lawful  Patriarch.  He  made  no 
Reply,  but  ràifed  his  Camp,  and  ordered  us  to  fol¬ 
low  him,  he  being  determined  to  vifit  certain  Pro¬ 
vinces  of  his  Empire  which  he  had  not  yet  feen. 

We  marched  feven  or  eight  Days  to  the  South - 
Eaft  of  Doarc ,  ancj  arrived  at  the  Kingdom  of  Oggy, 
inhabited  by  Chrijlians ,  whofe  King,  named  Bro¬ 
ther  Mkhael ,  is  a  Friar,  Brother-in-law  to 
Claudius ,  and  tributary  to  him.  This  Prince  gave 
us  a  very  gracious  Reception.  The  Monarch  being 
come  into  the  Country  of  the  Gaffatesy  (a  very  bar¬ 
barous  People)  he  ordered  War  to  be  carried  on  a- 
gainft  them  ;  but  that  People  marching  one  Morn¬ 
ing,  and  attacking  the  Camp  of  the  Abyffmians ,  cut 
many  of  them  to  Pieces  :  But  they  afterwards  were 
purfued,  to  their  great  Lofs,  by  the  Portugueze , 
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who  fack’d  their  Towns,  where  they  found  rich 
Plunder.  Soon  after  we  left  thefe  Barbarians ,  and 
marched  towards  Damute. 

This  Kingdom  is  fituated  on  the  Nile ,  which 
here  has  a  very  great  Variety  of  Windings.  The 
Accels  to  it  is  very  difficult,  on  account  of  the  fteep 
Mountains  fituated  along  the  Nile ,  and  where  fome 
narrow  Pafiages  are  cut  in  the  Rock,  and  thofe  are 
ffiut  with  Gates,  and  defended  by  armed  Soldiers  ; 
but  whenever  the  Monarch  comes  into  this  Coun¬ 
try,  the  Gates  are  taken  away,  and  all  Perfons  al¬ 
lowed  Admittance.  This  is  a  very  fpacious  King¬ 
dom.  Above  the  Nile,  fouthward,  is  a  large  Pro¬ 
vince  called  Couche ,  contiguous  to  Damute ,  and  in¬ 
habited  by  Heathens .  The  Sovereign  of  this  Coun¬ 
try  having  offended  Claudius ,  he  ordered  me  to  fend 
him  a  Meffage,in  quality  of  a  Patriarch, commanding 
him  to  lay  down  his  Arms,  and  bring  the  Tribute, 
which  he  did  accordingly.  At  his  coming  to  the 
Emperor’s  Tent,  he  took  off  his  fplendid  Garments, 
and  put  on  others  of  lefs  Value  ;  four  Days  after 
which  Claudius  admitted  him  into  his  Prefence,  in 
his  firft  Robes.  He  then  fhewed  us  his  Riches, 
which  are  immenfe.  The  Sovereign  of  this  Coun¬ 
try,  at  the  Emperor’s  Requeft,  afterwards  turned 
Chriftian ,  and  was  baptized  Andrew .  The  Portu - 
gueze,  at  this  King’s  Defire,  marched  out  againft 
his  Enemies,  whom  they  conquered,  and  brought 
off  very  rich  Plunder.  Claudius  then  came  back  to 
Damute ,  and  returning  from  it  along  the  Nile ,  to¬ 
wards  the  Red-Sea ,  we  came  unto  the  Kingdom  of 
Goyame  or  Gojam ,  contiguous  to  that  of  Damute, 
Gojam  is  a  rich  and  fruitful  Kingdom,  and  abundant 
in  all  Things.  To  the  Weft  of  the  Kingdoms  of 
Damute  and  Gojam ,  towards  Guinea ,  are  Countries 
quite  uncultivated,  and  very  little  inhabited. 

Above  Gojam ,  and  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  it, 
is  another  Kingdom  of  Abyffinians  (ancient  Chrijlians) 
1  ’  called 
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called  Dembeciy  or  Dembya ,  where  is  a  large  Lake, 
a  great  Way  above  which  are  the  Sources  of  the 
Nile.  A  little  below  is  another  Kingdom  called  A- 
goa ,  inhabited  by  Moors  and  Heathens ,  who  live  in¬ 
termixed.  The  King  of  this  Country  is  indepen¬ 
dent.  From  Dembea ,  We  ft  ward,  is  a  -Province 
called  Nubia ,  now  poftefted  by  Mohammedans , 
which  Country  is  faid  to  have  been  formerly  peopled 
by  Chriftians ,  as  may  be  concluded  from  fome 
Churches,  in  Ruins,  feen  there.  Still  more  South- 
ward  is  a  great  Kingdom,  called  Amar ,  belonging 
to  the  Moors . 

Claudius  having  employed  about  a  Year  in  the 
Excursions  abovementioned,  returned  to  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  of  Simem  and  Amar  a ,  in  which  the  Monarch 
ufually  refides.  Thefe  Provinces  are  preferable  to 
the  reft. 

The  Province  of  Beth  Mariam  is  large,  popu¬ 
lous,  and  produces  great  Revenues.  Claudius  gave 
it  the  Portugueze ,  to  compenfate  for  the  Loftes  they 
had  fuftained  at  Doaro ,  by  the  Incurftons  of  the 
G  alias.  The  Lands  in  Beth-Mariam  were  divided 
among  us  according  to  our  Rank  and  Quality.  The 
yearly  Income  of  fuch  Perfons  as  had  leaft,  amount¬ 
ed  to  a  thoufand  Crowns  ;  the  Captain  had  above 
ten  thoufand,  and  I  myfelf  had  as  much.  This 
Province  lies  contiguous  to  the  Kingdom  of  the  Gaf- 
fates ,  who  having  rebelled,  the  Portugueze  were  or¬ 
dered  to  wage  War  againft  them,  which  they  did 
very  fuccefsf-ully.  Claudius  being  fettled  in  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Simem ,  the  Portugueze  deftred  Leave  to  go 
and  view  their  Lands  in  that  of  Beth-Mariam  ;  and 
I,  at  the  fame  Time,  begged  to  return  to  my 
Country,  by  which  I  underftood  Portugal ,  tho’  the 
Emperor  meant  Beth-Mariam ,  otherwife  he  would 
not  have  indulged  my  Requeft. 

We  arrived  in  the  Province  of  Beth-Mariam  in 
the  Beginning  of  Winter,  all  whica  Seafon  I  fperjt 

there 
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there.  Î  exerted  my  utmoft  Endeavours,  in  order 
to  procure  the  Love  of  my  Subjects,  who  were 
commanded  to  keep  a  drift  Eye,  and  not  fuffer  me 
to  efcape  I  was  often  vifited  for  that  Purpofe  by 
Gafpar  de  fofa ,  but  always  pretended  to  have  the 
Gout,  in  order  that  Ï  might  have  the  better  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  getting  away.  Sofa  being  gone  to  Court, 
I  took  that  Opportunity,  when  affembling  the  chief 
Perfons  of  the  Province,  I  declared,  that  I  was  go¬ 
ing  in  Pilgrimage  to  a  Monadery  called  Debra  Li - 
barius,  defiring  them  to  pay  my  Revenues,  during 
my  Abfence,  to  one  of  my  Domedics. 

The  way  to  Debar oa  *  was  direftly  by  the  Place 
where  Claudius  was  then,  for  which  Reafon  I  fetch’d 
a  large  Compafs  about,  going  thro1  Countries  where 
were  few  Inhabitants,  carrying  Proviiions  for  my- 
felf,  and  feven  or  eight  Perfons  who  accompanied 
me.  I  had  ordered  them  to  declare,  on  the  Road, 
that  I  was  very  fick,  and  going  to  Debar  oa  to  get 
my  felf  cured.  I  eroded  the  Nile  twice  with  much 
Difficulty.  I  could  not  help  palling  by  fome  Gates, 
fituated  on  that  River,  and  guarded  by  Soldiers.  As 
I  ran  great  Hazards  on  thofe  Occafions,  I  ordered 
my  Attendants  to  fay,  that  one  of  the  Emperor’s 
Servants,  a  Perfon  well  known,  was  coming  after, 
in  order  to  conduft  me  to  Debaroa  \  which  Stra¬ 
tagem  fucceeded,  and  I  was  permitted  to  go  on* 
At  lad  I  arrived  in  good  Health  at  Debaroa ,  where 
I  met  with  fome  Portügueze ,  who  gave  me  a  very 
kind  Reception,  as  did  the  Bernagaiz  of  the  Coun¬ 
try,  who  impeding  my  Defign,  advifed  me  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  Emperor.  I  anfwered  that  I  abfolutely 
would  not  ;  but  was  refolved  to  end  my  Days  in 
that  Country,  in  a  Hermitage,  dedicated  to  the 
bleffed  Virgin.  The  Bernagaiz  approved  my  Refo- 
lution,  and  faid  he  would  write  to  Claudius  about 

4P 

*  *Tis  called  JDobaro'iva  in  Moll,  an  I  Debarua  in  Purchases 
P 'll:  run. 
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it,  and  be  anfwerable  for  my  forth  coming.  He 
afterwards  intreated  me  to  fufpend  the  Excommu¬ 
nication  I  had  pronounced  againft  the  Emperor  and 
his  Country  ;  and,  in  the  mean  Time,  fènt  an  Ex- 
prefs  to  the  Monarch.  The  Mefifenger,  in  a  few 
Days,  brought  back  Word  that  Claudius  was  highly 
exafperated  againft  me,  becaufe  I  had  excommuni¬ 
cated  him  ;  and  therefore  would  have  given  Orders 
to  put  me  to  death,  had  it  not  been  out  of  Regard 
to  the  Portugueze .  He  declared  that  I  was  a  Trai¬ 
tor  and  a  forfworn  Wretch,  for  leaving  the  Coun¬ 
try  without  his  PermifTion.  His  Orders  concluded, 
with  commanding  me  to  continue  in  Debar oa,  where 
the  Bernagaiz  was  to  watch  me  clofe. 

I  refided  above  two  Years  in  Debaroa,  recom¬ 
mending  myfelf  to  God  ;  and  found,  in  this  Place, 
nine  or  ten  Portugueze ,  who  fled  thither  after  our 
unhappy  Defeat  by  Goronha.  There  arrived,  about 
this  Time,  at  Debaroa ,  a  Venetian  Merchant,  called 
Suncar ,  who  was  come  to  redeem  forty  Portugueze , 
taken  Prifoners  by  the  Turks  towards  Ormus.  At 
the  fame  Time  arrived  Father  Gonfalvo ,  and  ano¬ 
ther  Jefuit,  who  wete  come  from  India,  to  enquire 
after  me  and  the  reft  of  the  Portugueze. 

During  this  Interval  there  arrived  at  Matzuma 
two  Portugueze  Foifts,  when  Gonfalvo  and  I  begged 
Leave  of  the  Bernagaiz ,  who  had  Charge  of  me, 
to  let  me  go  to  Matzuma ,  in  order  to  befeech  the 
Portugueze  on  board  the  two  Foifts,  to  contribute 
towards  the  rebuilding  of  our  Church  in  Debaroa , 
which  had  been  burnt  down.  The  Bernagaiz  con- 
fen ted, and  lent  me  a  Mule  to  ride  upon  ;  appointing, 
at  the  fame  Time,  fix  Men  to  travel  along  v/ith  me. 
For  the  greater  Security,  there  went  with  us  an 
Em  ballad  or,  whom  Claudius  had  fent  to  the  Vice¬ 
roy  of  India:  The  Bernagaiz  imagined  that  the 
Captain,  feeing  the  Embafiador,  would  not  dare  to 
take  me  on  bôard  his.  Ship  *,  'put  he  was  miftaken, 

the 
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tiie  Officer  being  extremely  glad  to  have  me.  The 
Embaffador  feeing  me  in  the  Ship,  would  not  ftay 
in  her,  but  returned  afhore,  he  imagining  that  the 
Portuguese  would  treat  him  ill  on  my  account. 

We  Jet  .fail,  together  with  the  Portuguese  l  had 
found  m  Hebaroa ,  and  arrived  at  Goa,  at  the  Time 
that  Francis  Barreto  was  Governor  of  India$  from 
whom  I  met  with  Civilities  of  every  Kind,  Nine 
or  ten  Months  after  I  let  out  for  Cochin ,  and  going 
on  board  a  Ship,  failed  to  Sr.  Helena. .  I  went  a« 
fhore  there,  and  fpenta  Year  in  that  defer t  Land, 
where  my  Sufferings  were  great,  occafioned  by  the 
Villainy  of  thç  Inhabitants,  and  the  great  Want  I 
was  in  of  all  Things.  At  laff  I  arrived  at  Lijbon 9 
in  Auguft  1559. 

We  were  confidered,  in  Portugal ,  as  loft  Men  % 
and  indeed  we  were  ftrangely  negleded,  which  was  ' 
the  Caufe  of  the  little  Succefs  of  our  Expedition. 
Had  Recruits  been  fent  us,  we  fliould  have  forced 
Claudius  and  his  Subjedts  to  fubmit  to  the  Church, 
The  Converfion  of  the  Abyffinians  might  have  been 
the  more  eafily  efrefted,  as  there  are  no  proud,  ob- 
ftinate  Literati  among  them  \  the  Abyjjinians  being 
humble,  devout,  and  defirous  to  be’  inftru&ed  in 
the  Truth  ;  and  as  to  worldly  Riches,  more  might 
have  been  got  here  than  in  Peru ,  or  by  the  Traffick 
of  India..  At  the  Command  of  James  Lopez  de  Se~ 
quera^  Viceroy  of  India,  I  went  into  Ethiopia  with 
Hon  Roderick  de  Lima ,  and  Father  Francis  Alva - 
rez,  who  returned  to  Portugal  with  the  Abyffmian 
Embaffador,  Tzaga-za  abus ,  for  whom  I  was  de¬ 
tained  as  an  Hoftage  in  Ethiopia .  There  I  always 
met  with  the  greateft  Honours  and  Civilities,  the 
Emperor  appointing  me  Godfather  to  Claudius ,  his 
Succeffor.  After  the  Death  of  Abuna  Mark ,  hk 
Patriarch,  the  Emperor  in  queftion  appointed  me 
Patriarch  over  his  whole  Empire,  defiring  me  to 
go.  to  Rome ,  to  pay  his  and  my  Obedience  to  the 

X  Pope, 
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Pope,  and  afterwards  to  Portugal.  I  undertook  the 
Tourney  by  Land  -,  but  travelling  from  Grand  Cairo 
to  Jerufalem,  was  taken  by  thç  Turks,  who  had 
like  to  have  killed  me.  Getting  out  ot  their  Hands, 

I  afterwards  arrived  in  Rome,  under  Pope  Paul  III. 
who  approved  of  my  Eledtion,  and  confirmed  me 
Patriarch  of  Alexandria.  Of  this  I  received  au¬ 
thentifie  Inftruments  at  Rome,  all  which  were  loft 
in  the  Battle  when  Bon  Cbriftopber  de  Gama  was  ta¬ 
ken.  As  I  have  not  an  Opportunity  of  producing 
thofe  Inftruments,  my  Enemies  feoff  at  me  -,  but 
this  I  don’t  value,  as  I  am  confcious  to  myfelf  that  l 
laboured  with  the  utmoft  Zeal  for  the  Advancement 

of  the  Faith  in  Ethiopia. 

So  far  Bermudez.  Mr.  la  Croze,  who  mandated 
this  entire  Relation  into  French  obferves,  “  that 
«  it  naturally  forms  Part  of  the  Hiftory  of  Ethie- 
“  pia  -,  and  is  the  more  authentick,  as  the  Author 
“  refided  above  thirty  Years  in  that  Country,  and 
«  faw  Places  to  which  the  Jefuits,  whom  the  Abyf- 
“  finians  always  beheld  with  a  lufpicious  Eye,  were 
“  never  allowed  Accefs. 

“  This  Expedition  of  Bon  Chriftopher  de  Gama 

was  very  glorious  to  the  Portugueze  ^Nation,  and 
“  Relations  of  it  have  been  publifhed  by  different 
“  Authors.  Father  Tellez,  in  the  fécond  Book  of 
5t  the  General  Hiftory  of  Ethiopia,  has  given  one, 

“  which  fometimes  differs  from  this.  There  is  al- 
“  fo  another,  which  feems  more  authentick  than 
“  that  of  Father  Pays,  who  acknowledges  that  he  , 

“  wrote  his  from  Hear-fay.  This  Account  was  writ  ! 

“  by  Michael  de  Caftanhofo,  a Portugueze  Gentleman, 

«  and  is  mentioned  by  Father  Guerreiro  the  Jefuir, 

«  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  recover,  though  I 
4C  wrote  to  Eijhon  tor  that  Purpofe. 

“  Be  this  as  it  will,  the  Relation  above  of  Ber- 
«  mudez  gives  a  more  accurate  Account,  in  many 
“  Things,  of  Abyffmia,  than  that  of  the  Portugueze 
°  “  Jefuits, 
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Jefuits,  who,  ever  fince  their  being  bamfhed  from 
it,  have  ufed  their  utmoft  Endeavours  to  lefîèn 
“  the  Power  and  Extent  of  that  Empire.  Tellez 
“  has  prefixed,  to  his  General  Hi  dory  of  Ethiopia, 
“  a  Print  representing  the  Sovereign  of  that  migh¬ 
ty  Empire,  in  tne  Form  of  a  miferable  Negro, 
and  half  naked,  an  evident  Proof  of  the  Paffion 
“  and  Hatred  of  the  Jefuits  ;  it  being  well  known, 
“  that  the  Emperors  of  Ethiopia  are  handfomc  Men, 
*c  and  richly  dreffed,  as  appears  particularly  by  Dr! 
Poncet ,  who  travelled  into  that  Country. 55 
If  i  might  be  allowed  to  add  a  Word  or  two,  af- 
ter  fb  learned  a  Man  as  Mr.  la  Croze ,  I  would  ob- 
ierve  with  him,,  that  a  great  Air  of  Simplicity  and 
I  ruth  are  feen  in  every  Part  of  Bermudez's  Narra¬ 
tive,  wherever  he  treats  of  the  Expedition  ;  but 
that  he  mud  certainly  be  midaken  in  many  Particu¬ 
lars  concerning  the  Country,  for  which  however  he 
may  deferve  Pardon,  in  a  great  Meafure,  as  the  Age 
he  lived  in  was  lefs  enlightned  than  this  ;  and  the 

State  of  many  foreign  Countries  was  far  lefs  known 
than  at  prefent. 

Among  his  Midakes,  Î  would  prefume  to  include 
wkat  he  tells  us  concerning  the  Incantations  of  the 
Heathens  of  Gorague ,  who  dand  in  the  midd  of  a 
Fire  without  being  burnt;  of  the  Amazons  near  Da~ 
mutG  who  feem  exadly  copied  from  thofe  of  the 
Ancients  ;  of  the  Griffins  in  that  Country,  which 
are  fo  large,  that  they  carry  off  a  Buffalo  with  as 
much  Eafe,  as  an  Eagle  does  a  Rabbit  ;  of  the  Phoe¬ 
nix,  and  of  other  Birds,  who  cad  as  wide  a  Shade  as 
a  Cloud  ;  of  the  amazing  Quantities  of  Gold  of  the 
Province  of  Couche, ,  where  large  T raffs  of  Land 
are  feen,  the  Soil  whereof  is  two  Thirds  Gold, 

:  and  one  Earth.  All  thefe  Particulars  I  omitted,  as 
fuppofing  them  to  be  fabulous.  This  the  learned 
Purchas  hints  at  from  time  to  time;  and  I  was  very 
much  furprized  not  to  find  any  inch  Cautions  in 

X  2  Mr. 
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Mr.  la  Croze ,  who  yet  might  look  upon  them  as 
too  grofs  for  any  Eerfons  in  this  Age  to  credit. 


Continuation  of  the  State  of  the  Chriftian 
Religion  in  Ethiopia  ;  from  the  French  of 
Mr .  la  Croze,  ProfeJJor  of  Philofophy ,  Li¬ 
brarian  and  Antiquary  to  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia.  Containing  the  Progrefs  and  Ruin  of  the 
Portuguese  MiJJion 

G  RAN HA's  f  Defeat,  and  the  Reftoration  of 

the  Abyjfinian  Emperor,  were  very  much  talk’d  j 

of  in  Europe ,  particularly  at  Rome ,  where  this  Re¬ 
volution  was  confidered  as  a  fure  Conqueft  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  Roman  Pontiff!  Ignatius  Loyola  thought 

*  The  Title  of  the  Original  is,  Hiftoire  du  Chridianifme 
$  Ethiopie ,  &  d *  Annenie  ;  par  Monfeur  Maturin  Veyffiere  la 
Croze,  ancien  P rofeffeur  en  Philofophie ,  &  Bibliothécaire  & 
Antiquaire  du  Roi  de  Prulïe.  A  la  Haye ,  17 39»  izncio.  As^this 
learned  Author  was  very  converfant  in  this  Subject,  and  his  Work 
has  not  yet  appeared  in  Englijh ,  I  imagined  that  a  Verfion  of 
the  molt  material  Parts  of  it,  would  be  an  ufeful  Embeililhment 
to  the  prelent  Work.  T  hat  of  Mr.  la  Croze  is  dedicated  to 
the  Prince  Royal  of  PruJJia,  (now  King,  in  17^2,)  anc^  divided 
into  four  Books  :  I.  Containing  the  Hillory  and  Progrefs  of  Mo- 
nophyfifm,  the  Sett  which  fuppofes  only  one  Nature  in  Chriit.) 

II.  An  Account  of  Ethiopia,  by  the  Patriarch  of  Bermudez. 

III.  The  Progrefs  and  Ruin  of  the  Portuguese  Million  in  Ethio¬ 
pia.  IV.  The  Progrefs  and  Ruin  of  the  Millions  in  Armenia. 

As  the  greatelt  part  of  the  ill  Book  bears  no  Relation  to  the 
prefent  Work,  I  therefore  omitted  it.  An  Extract  of  Book  II. 
has  been  given  above.  The  IV.  Book  relating  to  the  Armenian 
Millions,  I  alfo  left  out  ;  and  only  tranllated  the  III.  Book, 
concerning  the  Progrefs  and  Ruin  of  the  Portugueze  Miffons, 
which  is  given  here. 

h  Called  alfo  Goronha  and  Ahmed «  He  was  not  King,  but 
Vifter  to  the  King  of  Adel  or  Delia,  a  Mohammedan,  and  a  great 
Enemy  to  the  Abyffmian  Emperor,  whom  the  Portuguese  alhlled  ; 
and  enabled  him  to  defeat  the  King  of  AdeL 
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it  a  proper  Opportunity  for  eftablifhing  the  Autho¬ 
rity  of  his  newly-founded  Order  |  and  accordingly 
fet  all  his  Engines  at  work*  at  Lpon  arid  at  Rome , 
to  fettle  a  Jefuit-Miflion  in  the  Empire  of  Ethiopia . 
For  this  Purpofe  he  defired  the  Pope’s  Leave  to  go 
thither  in  Perfon  ;  but  his  Requeft  was  denied*  from 
the  Suppofition  that  he  might  do  more  important 
Services  in  Europe  to  the  Church  of  Romey  than  im 
fo  far-dillant  a  Country.  Neverthelefs,  as  he  ftill 
continued  fuing.  Pope  Julius  III.  confented  to  fend 
a  Jefuit-MilTion  into  Ethiopia ,  and  fuch  an  one  as 
might  dazzle  the  Public  by  the  Splendor  of  its  Ti¬ 
tles.  John  Nunez  Barreto  was  appointed  Patriarch 
of  Ethiopia ,  and  Melchior  Gamier 0,  titular  Bifhop 
of  Hierapolis .  Thefe  were  Portugueze ,  to  whom 
was  joined  Andrew  Oviedo ,  a  Spaniard ,  nominated 
Bifhop  of  Nicea.  Thefe  two  Bifhopricks  were  of 
thofe  commonly  called  inpartihus  Infidelium .  Loyola , 
who  conduced  the  whole  Million,  added  ten  more 
Jefuits  to  it,  to  reprefent  by  this  Number,  as  he  ob¬ 
ier  ves  in  his  Letter  to  the  Ahyjfmian  Monarch,  the 
lacred  College  of  the  twelve  Apoftles. 

Nunez  Barreto ,  having  been  confecrated  Bifhop 
at  Lpon ,  embarked  for  India,  furnifhed  with  Bulls  5 
a  Recommendation  from  the  King  of  Portugal  ;  and 
a  Letter  from  Ignatius  Loyola ,  diredted  to  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Ethiopia .  This  Letter,  a  Portugueze 
Tranflation  of  which  is  given  by  Peliez ,  and  drawn 
up  in  a  confiifed  manner,  was  certainly  not  writ  by 
Ignatius  Loyola  himfelf,  who  (to  do  him  Jull: ice)  had 
not  the  leaft  Tindture  of  Erudition.  ’Twill  be 
no  Miftake,  I  believe,  to  afcribe  it  to  John  Polanco , 
as  well  as  moft  of  the  Latin  Works  faid  to  be 
writ  by  the  Founder  of  the  Jefuits. 

I  fhall  not  give  the  Particulars  of  Barreto* s  Voy¬ 
age  from  Upon  to  Goa.  The  Surprize  was  great  ta 
hear,  that  the  Catholic  Affairs  were  not  in  fo  flou- 
rifhing  a  Condition  in  Ethiopia ,  as  had  been  imagin’d 
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at  Rome  and  Upon  -,  and  therefore  it  was  not  thought 
advifeable  to  lend  the  Patriarch  thither,  ’till  they 
fhould  be  quite  certain  of  the  Reception  he  might 
meet  with.  For  this  Reafon  it  was  thought  proper 
to  fend,  into  Ethiopia ,  Gonzales  Rodrigue j,  a  Jefuit, 
who  was  permitted  to  fee  the  Emperor-,  but  found, 
quite  contrary  to  his  Expectations,  that  there  was 
not  the  leaft'  Hopes  with  refpedt  to  the  pretended 
Re-union.  He  wrote  ;  he  difputed,  even  before 
the  Emperor,  and  again  ft  him  ;  and  confeffes,  that 
the  Abilities  of  this  Monarch  were  fo  great,  and 
his  Arguments  fo  ftrong,  that  he  ( Gonzales )  was 
fometimes  put  to  a  Nonplus.  A  Circumftance  which 
furprizes  me  is,  that  the  Emperor’s  Mother,  who 
had  fo  long  followed  Don  Chriftopher  de  GamaPs 
Camp,  was,  of  all,  the  greateft  Opponent  to  the 
Union  of  the  Ethiopian  Church  with  that  of  Rome. 
We  may  naturally  fuppofe,  that  her  long  Abode 
with  the  Portugueze ,  had  given  her  a  Contempt  both 
for  them  and  their  Religion.  Thofe  who  are  defi- 
rous  of  enquiring  minutely  into  all  thefe  Particulars, 
may  perufe  the  2d  Book  of  Father  Balthazar  Tel¬ 
lez's  Hiftory  of  Ethiopia  ;  and  the  Church-Hiftory 
of  that  Country  by  Dr.  Geddes ,  Chancellor  of  the 
Cathedral  of  Salipury. 

Gonzales  Rodriguez ,  finding  all  his  Endeavours 
would  be  to  no  Purpofe,  returned  to  Goa,  whither 
he  brought  the  Patriarch  Bermudez ,  which  probably 
was  the  chief  Motive  of  his  Voyage.  ’Twas  not 
likely  that  Barreto  would  be  acknowledged  lawful 
Patriarch  of  this  mighty  Empire,  fo  long  as  Ber¬ 
mudez  fhould  refide  in  it  ;  for  which  Reafon  they 
took  Advantage  of  the  latter’s  Simplicity,  by  mak¬ 
ing  him  leave  the  Country,  in  order  to  make  Way 
for  Barreto.  Hence  we  may  conclude,  with  Dr. 
Geddes ,  that  the  Patriarch  of  the  Jefuits  was  an  U- 
furper,  not  to  fay  a  Knave» 

Nunez 
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Nunez  Barreto  who,  during  this  Interval,  was 
come  to  Goa,  not  daring  to  go  in  Perfon  into  Ethi¬ 
opia,  had  fent  thither  Don  Andrew  Oviedo ,  with  five 
other  Jefuits,  who  arrived  in  that  Empire,  about 
the  clofe  of  March  1557,  and  met  with  a  Iplendid 
Reception  from  Ifaac  the  Bahar- Nag  ays,  or  Barna- 
gaiz.  This  was  the  Prince  who  having  political 
Reafons  to  love  and  affift  the  Portugueze,  had  given 
Don  Chriftopher  de  Gama  Accefs  to  Ethiopia.  This 
Title  of  Bahar-Nagays  fignifies  King  of  the  Sea; 
and  is  the  only  Dignity  that  is  hereditary  in  the 
whole  Empire  of  Ethiopia. 

Oviedo  being  arrived  in  Debaroa ,  wrote  immedi¬ 
ately  to  the  Emperor  Claudius ,  to  defire  Audience, 
and  to  inform  him  of  the  Matters,  which  the 
Pope  and  the  King  of  Portugal  required  of  him. 
The  Emperor  ififued  out  his  Orders,  and  Oviedo 
went  to  Court,  where  he  was  well  enough  received 
at  firit  ;  but  the  Moment  he  offered  to  difpute, 
’twas  quite  otherwife.  The  Emperor  himfelf  fpoke 
with  fo  much  Force  and  Erudition,  that  he  totally 
eclips’d  all  thofe  on  his  Side. 

Thefe  feveral  Difputes  producing  nothing,  Oviedo 
refolved  to  retire  from  Court,  and  to  have  Recourle 
to  the  Arms  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  i.  e.  to  thun¬ 
der  out  an  Excommunication,  which  we  may  call, 
not  only  ufelefs,  but  even  infolent  and  feditious. 

We  determine  and  declare,  (fays  this  Infiniment) 
“  by  this  Sentence,  that  the  Nations  of  Ethiopia , 
“  in  general,  refufe  to  obey  the  Church  of  Rome , 
cc  though  incumbent  on  them  to  obey  it  ;  this 
>  <c  Church  being  the  Head  of  all  others,  We 

<c  therefore  require  our  fpiritual  Children  to  fepa- 
cc  rate  themfelves  from  them  ;  and  as  to  the  Ethi- 
cc  opians,  we  refer  them  to  the  Judgment  of  the 
<c  Churchy  to  chaflife  them  in  their  Perlons  and 
“  Poffeffions,  publickly  or  privately;  or  to  fhew 

Mercy  to  them,  wholly  or  partly,  in  Cafe  of 

X  4  u  their 
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46  their  Reformation,  &c.  Signed  Andrew  Bifhop  of 
cc  Hierapolis  \  and  publifhed  in  our  Church  of  Do- 
comoy  the  2d  of  February  1559/* 

Is  it  not  furprizing  to  hear  a  foreign  Prelate  behave 
fo  haughtily,  in  a  Country  wherein  he  ought  to  have 
been  content  with  being  tolerated.  But  that  is  not 
enough  for  the  Portugueze .  They  pretend  that  all 
Countries  in  the  World,  are  immediately  fubjeft 
both  in  Temporals  and  Spirituals  to  the  Popeas  Tu- 
rifdi&ion. 

In  the  mean  Time  a  bloody  Revolution  happened 
In  Ethiopia .  The  King  of  Adely  a  Mohammedan 
Prince,  invaded  the  Territories  of  Claudius ,  who 
marching  againfl  him  with  an  Army, was  entirely  de¬ 
feated  and  kilPd  in  the  Field.  The  Portuguese 
themfelves  confefs  that  he  was  a  very  gracious, learn» 
ed,  and  polite  Prince.  Fie  was  fucceeded  by  one 
©f  his  Brothers,  Claudius  not  leaving  any  Poilerity. 
This  Brothers  Name  was  Minas  y  who,  upon  his 
Acceffion,  affumed  that  of  Adamas  Segued*  The 
Portugueze  Jefuits  declare  him  to  have  been  a 
very  wicked,  cruel  Man,  and  a  mortal  Enemy  to 
the  Church  of  Rome .  The  Portugueze  were  not 
happy  under  his  Government,  and  the  Monarch 
himfelf  came  to  a  very  unfortunate  End.  On  this 
Oeeafion  Manuel  Fernandez  writes  as  follows,  in  a 
Letter  to  James  LayneSy  Genera]  of  the  Jefuits. 
Heaven  employed  him  as  an  Infiniment,  to  punrfh 
the  Wantonnefs  and  riotous,  ExcelTes  of  the  Portu¬ 
gueze  Mas  eomo  nojje  Senbor  fa  o  que  parecej 
qu.tria  com  elle  cajtigar  as  liberdades  &  fill  liras  de  que 
dgms  Portugtiezes  uzavam  em  Ethiopia»  ajfim  tambm 
quiz  y  que  elle  nam  pajjajfe  fem  a  pout  e* 

The  Portuguese:  jefuits,  -  in  their  Account  of  the 
Hatred  which  the  Emperor  Minas  or  Adamas 
Segued  bore  them,  afcribe  it  wholly  to.  his  nata- 
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tal  Cruelty,  and  to  the  Education  he  received  from 
the  Turks y  among  whom  he  was  Tome  Years  iit 
Capdvity.  They  don’t  mention  the  principal  Mo¬ 
tive  of  his  Hatred  *,  but  this  I’ll  fhew  from  good 
Arguments,  drawn  from  the  Letters  of  the  Jefuits 
themfelves,  and  acknowledged  by  the  Author  of 
Portuguese  Afia. 

The  Jefuits  who  came  into  Ethiopia  with  Andrew 
Oviedo ,  were  perpetually  caballing  with  Ifaac  the 
BernagaiZy  feeding  him  up  with  the  Hopes  of  very 
confiderable  Re-in  forcements  of  Portuguese  Troops* 
which  fthey  pretended)  had  been  pro  mi  fed  them  at 
their  leaving  Goa.  This  ambitious  Prince  cultivated 
with  all  poffible  Earneftnefs,the  Friendfhip  of  the  Por¬ 
tuguese  $  hoping  by  their  Affiftance,  to  obtain  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  Kingdom  of  Tigra  *,  the  nob! eft 
and  molt  ancient  in  all  Ethiopia.  Manuel  Fernandez , 
Superior  of  the  Million,  wrote  Letter  upon  Letter 
to  Goay  to  haften  the  Re-inforcement  in  queftion, 
which,  probably,  the  Portuguefe  never  once  thought 
of  fending.  In  the  mean  Time  Minas  marched  out 
againft  the  Bernagaiz  -,  defeated  that  Prince,  and 
obliged  him  to  retire  towards  the  Sea.  The  Berna - 
gaisy  finding  the  Portuguese  Succours  did  not  arrive, 
and  being  clofely  purfued  by  the  Emperors  Forces  ; 
concluded  an  Alliance  with  the  TurkSy  and  put  them 
in  PolTefiion  of  the  only  Sea-Ports  in  Ethiopia.  The 
rebellious  AbyJJinianSy  joining  with  the  TurkSy  de¬ 
feated  the  Emperor’s  Army,  and  took  a  great 
Number  of  Prifoners,  among  whom  were  Manuel 
Fernandes,  and  other  Jefuits,  whom  Minas  had  kept 
in  his  Army  as  Hoftages.  The  Author  of  Portu¬ 
guese  Afia  fpeaks  as  follows,  on  this  Occafion  ; 
The  wicked  A&ion  of  thofe  Portuguese ,  who 
joined  the  Turks  and  the  Bernagaiz ,  made 
**  them  fa  odious  to  the  Emperors,  that  they  would 

f  la  Trench s  Tigris 
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“  no  longer  hear  of  mixing  Portuguese  Soldiers* 
<c  among  their  Troops.5* 

Minas  feeing  his  Country  ruin’d  by  the  Turks 
engaged  them  once  more  in  Battle,  in  which  his 
Troops  were  entirely  defeated,  and  he  himfelf  loft 
his  Life. 

The  Jefuits  were  taken  Prifoners  by  the  Turks , 
but  the  Bernagaiz  caufed  ’em  to  be  immediately  fet 
at  Liberty.  The  Death  of  Minas  was  enough  to 
fatiate  the  Vengeance  of  the  Jefuits,  but  then  It  did 
no  way  forward  their  Project.  To  Minas  fuc- 
ceeded  Malac  Segued  his  Son,  who,  during  the  whole 
Courte  of  his  Reign,  did  neither  good  nor  harm  to 
the  Jefuit-Miflionaries.  This  Prince  fway’d  the 
Scepter  Thirty  Years,  and  was  never  at  Peace  *,  he 
being  perpetually  at  War,  either  with  his  own  re¬ 
bellious  Subje&s,  or  his  Neighbours,  and  that  with 
pretty  good  Succefs. 

In  the  mean  Time  Barreto  the  Patriarch  dying  at 
Goa,  about  the  clofe  of  the  Year  1562,  Andrew 
Oviedo  his  Coadjutor,  purfuant  to  the  Pooe’s  Bull, 
declared  himfelf  Patriarch,  and  affumed  that  Title  ; 
which  new  Dignity,  however,  was  of  fmall  Advan¬ 
tage  to  him.  Having  received  but  little  Affiftance 
from  Goa,  he  was  almoft  univerfally  abandoned. 
No  good  can  be  done  in  thefe  Millions,  in  Cafe  an 
armed  Force  is  not  ready  to  fupport  the  Preachers  L 

Eft  a 

*  Mr.  La  Croze  obferves,  very  apropos,  on  this  Subject,  pag, 
39C  &  fefl •  bis  Hi  poire  du  Cbrijiianifme  d' Ethiopie,  &c. 
That  the  Fains  which  the  Jefuits  take,  in  their  Millions,  may 
pofiibly  be  more  owing  to  political  than  religious  Views.  This 
(adds  he)  I  fhall  prove  from  the  Teftimony  of  an  Author,  of 
whom  no  Sufpicion  can  be  entertained. 

Fernandez,  Gnerrciro  the  Jefuit,  in  his  Annual  Relation  of  the 
Mijpons  of  the  Society  of  Jef us,  for  the  Years  1602,  and  1  6gs  ; 
after  relating,  with  wonderful  Self-Complacency,  the  Eftablilh- 
ments  of  the  Society  ;  and  the  Authority  which  he  pretends  it 
had  acquired  in  a j  1  the  Kingdoms  ot  India ,  not  excepting 
Japan  and  China,  adds  thefe  Words  :  “  Here  follows  another 

“  Circumltance 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits.  315 

Efta  fempre  foy  a  pratica  dos  que  tem  experiencia  de 
Ethiopia,  que  fetnas  armas  na  mam ,  que  defendant  & 
authorizem  a  os  Pregadores  Catholicos  nam  poderam 

“  Circumftance  which  mull  not  be  omitted.  The  Jefuit-Miffi- 
“  onaries  endeavour  as  zealcufly  to  preferve  and  eflablifh  the 
“  Temporal  Eiiate  as  the  Spiritual.  They  indeed  don’t  employ 
Fire  or  Sword,  that  is  no  wife  becoming  their  Profeflioi»; 
“  their  Conduct,  in  another  Refpedl,  proves  highly  advantage» 
ous.  As  many  Heathens  as  they  convert  to  Chrifl,  fo  many 
<£  Friends  and  Vaffals  are  won  over  to  his  Majelty.  When 
*f  Wars  break  out,  they  fight  to  defend  the  State;  and,  as 
S(  true  Chriftians ,  they  join  the  Portuguese,  and  become  good 
“  Soldiers.  The  Miffipnaries,  in  what  Country  foever  they 
“  happen  to  be,  keep  them  in  the  Obedience  which  they  owe 
il  to  their  Kings  and  Governors.” 

This  plainly  fhews  the  political  Views,  by  which  thefe  Mif- 
fions  are  chiefly  directed  ;  and  ’tis  a  common  Exprefiion  in  Spain, 
Dios  y  el  Reyi  i.  e.  God  and  the  King.  The  Heathens  of  Ja - 
pan  l aw  plainly  through  all  this;  which  accordingly  gave  Rife 
to  the  Perfecutions  that  broke  out  there  in  the  XVIIth  Century* 
Guerreiro  writes  thus,  in  the  Work  above  cited.  “  Not  long 
“  fince  under  the  Reign  of  Tayco,  Captain  Saint  Philip ,  Com- 
“  mander  of  a  Galleon,  call  away  on  the  Coafl  of  Japan ,  de» 
“  dared  publickly,  that  the  Spaniards  ufed  to  employ  the*  fol- 
“  lowing  Methods  in  order  to  conquer  Foreign  Countries.  The 
4‘  Spaniards  before  their  Arrival,  deputed  Friars,  and  other  Ec- 
4t  cleflafticks,  to  eflablifh  Chriftianity  among  the  People  in 
queftion;  and  afterwards  fent  Soldiers,  who  joinin'*  with 
“  the  new  Converts,  feized  upon  the  Country.  This  made  fo 
‘‘  ftrong  an  Impreflion  on  the  Heathens ,  that  ’twas  chiefly  from 
‘‘  this  Confideration,  that  the  Tyrant  Tayco,  put  to  Death  all 
the  l ranci /cans  then  in  J apa?i,  as  likewife  the  Iviilhonaries  of 
“  our  Society.  That  Tyrant  raifed  a  cruel  Perfection  againfl 
“  the  Chriftian  Religion, .  taking  our  Churches  from  us  and 
“  banifhing  our  Miflionaries.” 

Thofe  who  perufe  what  Kempfer  has  wrote  concerning  the  Jafl 
Perfecution  of  Japan ,  will  find  much  the  fame  Thing.  The 
Chinefe  entertain  the  like  Sufpicions,  and  thefe  appear  well- 
grounded.  In  a  Word,  ’tis  certain  that  Policy  has  as  great  a 
Share,  if  not  greater,  in  the  Jefuit-Miffions,  as  a  Defire*  to  ex» 
tend  Chrift’s  Kingdom. 

The  Confluence  of  this  is,  the  Jefuits  were  not  only  drove 
out,  but  they  alfo  have  obliged  Heathen  Princes,  to  refufe  all 
European  Nations  Accefs  to  their  refpe&ive  Dominions  ;  as  is 
plain  from  Ethiopia  and  Japan.  This  manifeltly  proves  the  ill 
Condudl  of  the  Jefuits  in  their  Millions. 
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nunqua  ter  0  fuccejjb  dejejado  entre  aquelles  fchifmed> 
tie  os  *. 

The  great  Promifes  made  by  the  Jefuits,  began 
now  to  be  very  much  fufpe&ed  in  Lisbon  %  and 
whether  it  was  that  the  Portugueze  gave  little  Credit 
to,  or  were  unable  to  aflift  them,  they  refolved  to 
fend  for  all  the  Portugueze ,  whofe  Number  was 
then  very  confiderable  in  Ethiopia ,  to  Goa .  Oviedo , 
Patriarch  of  Ethiopia ,  fince  the  Death  of  Barreto , 
had  fled,  with  Part  of  his  Portugueze ,  and  the 
few  Abyjfmians  who  joined  him,  to  Fremona ,  a 
little  Town  not  far  from  the  Sea,  *Twas  there  he 
received  a  Brief  from  Pope  Pius  V,  commanding 
him  to  leave  Ethiopia ,  and  exercife  his  minifteria! 
Functions  either  in  China  or  Japan .  This  Brief 
had  been  fent  at  the  Requefi:  of  Don  Sebaflian  King  ' 
of  Portugal ,  who  was  convinced  that  nothing  fur¬ 
ther  could  be  done  in  Ethiopia .  Oviedo  receiving 
the  Brief,  in  1567,  anfwered  the  Pope,  that  he 
was  not  in  a  Condition  to  abandon  this  Country; 
and  to  lofe,  under  his  own  Eye,  the  moft  glorious 
Enterprize  in  the  World  +.  Neverthelefs,  Oviedo 
fubmits  entirely  to  his  Holinefs’s  Will,  provided  he 
can  but  be  enabled  to  leave  Ethiopia ,  which  yet  he 
reprefents  as  impoflible,  as  it  really  appeared  to  be; 
he  dying,  at  Fremona ,  in  fo  miferable  a  Condition, 
that  he  did  not  leave  wherewithal  to  cover  his  Body» 
According  to  Guerreiro  the  Jefuit,  Oviedo  had  pro- 
phefy’d  that  Fremona  would  always  be  an  Afylum 
for  the  Portugueze ,  in  which,  however,  it  will  foon 
appear  that  he  was  miftaken  Î.  Oviedo’s  Death  was 
followed  by  that  of  the  Jefuits  his  Companions  ; 
the  laft  of  whom  {Francis  Lopez)  died  in  1597,  at 
which  Time  there  were  no  more  Jefuits  in  Ethiopia . 

*  Tellez,  pag.  184.  As  this  is  confefs’d  by  a  Jefuit,  'tis 
fomething  extraordinary. 

Tellez,  pag .  içcj. 

*  R  el  a  cam  Annal  nos  Annas  de  607  &  608,  fol.  42.  *verfo . 

Such 
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Such  was  the  Refult  of  the  firft  Miffion  of  the 
Jefuits  in  this  Empire,  after  all  the  Efforts  employ¬ 
ed  by  Loyola,  and  the  Monies  expended  by  the  Kings 
of  Portugal 

This  Enterprize  was  therefore  now  looked  up¬ 
on  as  given  up,  though  there  yet  remained  a  great 
Number  of  Portugueze  in  the  Ethiopian  Dominions* 
Neverthelefs  the  Jefuits  were  ftill  endeavouring,  in 
Spain  and  Portugal ,  to  fet  this  Million  on  Foot  a- 
gain.  Philip  II.  who  had  feized  upon  Portugal  by 
Methods  univerfally  known,  refolved  to  revive  the 
Correfpondence  formerly  carried  on  between  the 
Portugueze  and  Abyjfmians.  For  this  Purpofe  he 
wrote  Malac  Segued  a  Letter,  and  fent  it  by  Lewis 
de  Mendoza ,  a  Portugueze  Gentleman,  who  accom¬ 
panied  John  Battijla ,  an  Italian  Bifhop,  which  Pre¬ 
late  died  in  the  Journey.  Mendoza  himfelf  deliver¬ 
ed  the  Letter  into  the  Hands  of  Malac  Segued ,  from 
whom  he  brought  an  Anfwer  for  King  Philip .  This 
Letter,  writ  in  the  Ethiopian  Language,  was  copied 
in  the  Efcurial  library,  by  Mr.  Sparwerfeld, ,  a  Swe- 
difh  Gentleman  of  great  Learning  and  Eminence  ; 
and  Ludolf  has  inferted  it  in  his  Commentary  on  the 
Hiflory  of  Ethiopia ,  pag .  483.  £s?  feq.  Mention  is 
likewife  made  of  this  Million  of  the  Italian  Bifhop, 
in  the  Hiftory  of  the  Expedition  of  Alexis  de  Ale - 
nezes?  Book  I.  Chap.  IV.  pag .  23.  Peliez  alfo 
fpeaks  of  Lewis  de  Mendoza  ;  but  takes  no  Notice 
of  his  Voyage  to  Ethiopia ,  nor  of  the  Italian  Bifhop 
who  died  in  the  Journey  ;  neverthelefs  thefe  are 
Things  which  he  could  not  be  ignorant  of  ;  but  *tis 
cuftomary  with  the  Writers  of  the  Society,  to  fup- 
prefs  all  fuch  Particulars,  as  don’t  tend  to  the  Glo¬ 
ry  of  their  Order  *. 

*  This  Teems  but  too  true  an  Obfervation  of  Mr.  La  Croze , 
as  all  who  are  converfaut  with  the  Writings  of  the  Jefuits  mult 
acknowledge. 

There 
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.  There  a**e  other  Circumftances,  in  this  Expedi¬ 
tion  of  Lewis  de  Mendoza,  which  may  juftly  make 
iis  fufpecl  the  Veracity  of  Tellez ,  notwithftanding 
that  he  feems  to  require  Belief  from  all  his  Readers. 

Mendoza ,  at  the  Requeft  of  the  Jefuits,  put  on 
Board  fo me  Ships  belonging  to  the  Indian  Merchants 
called  Banians,  two  Jefuits,  viz.  Anthony  de  Mont- 
ferrât,  a  Catalan,  and  Peter  Pays,  a  Spaniard.  Thefe 
Banians  who  traded  to  Maçna  *,  the  chief  Port  of 
Ethiopia ,  had  promifed  to  convey  the  two  Jefuits 
thither;  but  thefe  were  difeovered  by  the  Way,  and 
reduced  to  a  cruel  feven  Years  Captivity,  from  which 
they  got  releafed  paying  a  large  Ranfom.  This 
laborious  Captivity  was  of  Service  in  fome  Mea- 
lure  to  Pays  the  Jefuit  ;  he  learning  the  Arabic  Lan¬ 
guage  in  Perfection,  which  afterwards  was  of  great 
XJfe  to  him,  when  he  returned  to  Ethiopia ,  as  will  be 
ieen  in  the  Sequel.  Anthony  de  Mont  ferrât  went  to 
Goa,  and  died  there  the  Jaft  Year  of  the  fixteenth 
Century. 

A  Refolution  was  formed,  during  the  Captivity  of 
thefe  two  Jefuits,  to  fend  others  into  Ethiopia  ;  and 
for  this  Purpofe,  Abraham  de  Georgiis,  a  Maronite, 
and  a  Jefuit,  was  pitched  upon.  He  was  a  Perfon 
of  very  fingular  Merit  ;  extremely  well  fkilled  in 
all  the  Oriental  1  ongues,  and  confequently  very 
fit  for  the  intended  Employment.  He  then  taught 
the  Syriac  Language  to  the  Chriftians  of  Malabar  ; 
and  5tis  he  only  who  can  have  there  introduced  the 
Pronunciation  of  the  IV fern  Syrians,  obferved  in 
the  pretended  Infcription  of  Sigan-fu,  as  is  proved 
in  the  Remarks  to  my  Ilfiory  of  the  Chrifiian  Reli¬ 
gion  in  India.  This  Maronite,  who  was  a  very 
brave  Man,  went  in  Difguife  to  Maçua,  the  firft 
Port  in  Ethiopia.  Thus  far  Matters  went  on  well  ; 
but  he  being  afterwards  difeovered  to  be  a  Chrifiian , 

*  MaiZuma . 


was 
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was  feized  by  the  Captain  of  the  Fortrefs.  As  A- 
braham  de  Georgiis  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to 
renounce  his  Faith,  he  loll  his  Head,  However, 
he  merited  a  better  Fate,  if  there  can  be  a  better 
than  for  a  Man  to  lay  down  his  Life  for  Chrift  Je- 
fus. 

In  1603,  Father  Pays  the  Jefuit  returned  to  E- 
ihiopia ,  which  he  entered  in  the  Dilguife  of  an  Ar¬ 
menian,  and  was  joyfully  received  there.  Immedi¬ 
ately  after  his  Arrival,  he  wrote  to  the  reigning 
Emperor;  declaring  that  he,  upon  receiving  his 
Commands,  would  wait  upon  him.  This  Emperor’s 
Name  was  Jacob  * •*,  natural  Son  to  Make  Segued , 
who  left  no  legitimate  Children  ;  but  had  appointed 
at  his  Death,  Xa-Dangnil ,  Son  to  one  of  his  Bro¬ 
thers,  to  be  his  Succeffor.  The  laft  mentioned 
was  of  an  Age  fit  for  fwaying  the  Scepter,  and  Ja¬ 
cob  was  but  a  Child.  Thus  there  were  two  Compe¬ 
titors  for  the  Throne,  each  of  whom  had  his  Par¬ 
ty.  But  a  Third  ftanted  up,  falfely  called  Socinios , 
(his  true  Name  being  Sufneus)  by  my  Portugueze 
Author,  and  he  triumphed  over  the>  other  two. 

Za-Danguil  invited  to  his  Court  Father  Pays* 
who,  as  appears  from  every  Part  of  his  Hiftory, 
was  a  Man  of  Intrigue,  and  a  great  Politician.  I 


*  We  are  told  that  a  Son  of  this  Emperor  came  into  Europe. 
i(  Zaga-Cbrift,  who  came  to  France  1653,  and  called  himfelf 
“  Son  to  the  Emperor  Jacob,  killed  in  Battle  againft  Sufneus, 
e‘  was  certainly  an  AbyJJfnian.  Whether  he  was  really  the  Mo- 
“  narch’s  Son,  or  otherwife,  his  Perfon  was  exceedingly 
“  graceful.  Bochart ,  who  had  feen  him,  told  hudolf,  that 

“  when  Zaga- Chrift  appeared  among  other  Princes,  the  Eeau- 
<f  ties  of  his  Mind  and  Body  were  fuch,  that  he  eclipfed  them 

•*  all.  Ludolf  thought  him  an  Impoftor,  but  Renaudot  was  pf  a 
“  contrary  Opinion  i  and  did  not  doubt  his  being  of  the  Blood- 
“  Royal  of  Ethiopia .  He  died  at  Twenty-fix  Years  of  Age, 
in  Rue  I  near  Paris ,  where  he  was  interred.”  La  Croze  Hift. 
da  Chrijianifme  d'Ethiopie,  pag>  76,  7 7. Mr.  La  Croze  gave  the 
above  Account,  to  prove  that  the  Ahyjjmians  aie  handfome Men, 
and  do  not  referable  the  Negroes  of  Africa,  as  fomc  aflert. 
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lhall  not  mention  the  feveral  Steps  taken  by  him  tû 
eftablifh.  the  Romijh  Religion  in  Ethiopia ,  and  win 
over  the  Emperor.  He  prevailed  with  him  to 
write  to  Pope  Clement  VIII.  and  to  promife  the  mod 
profound  Obedience.  “  That  Prince  is  very  libe- 
46  ral  of  Compliments  to  his  Holinefs,  of  whom 
<c  (fays  he)  Father  Pays  has  given  us  a  particular 
€c  Account  y  and  declares,  that  the  Zeal  of  your 

Holinefs  is  fo  great,  as  to  died  your  Blood  for  the 
6C  Salvation  of  Men3’. 

He  likewife  wrote  to  Philip  IL  King  of  Spain ; 
His  Letters  are  cited,  in  Portugueze ,  by  the  Jefuits 
Guerreiro  and  Tellez.  Ludolf  thinks  them  fpurious, 
and  I  am  of  his  Opinion.  However  this  be,  the 
greateft  part  of  Ethiopia  took  up  Arms  againft  Za~ 
Danguily  who  marched  againft  the  Rebels  ;  fought 
them,  and  loft  his  Life.  During  the  Tumults 
which  broke  out  after  Za-DanguiPs  Death,  Sufneus 
endeavoured  to  pave  his  Way  to  the  Throne,  for 
which  Purpofe  he  raifed  an  Army,  and  marched  a- 
gainft  Jacoby  who  had  been  reftored  after  Za-Ean- 
guil’s  Death.  Sufneus  gave  Battle  to  Jacob's  Troops, 
defeated  him  *,  and  had  the  Satisfadion  to  hear  that 
fie  wras  flain  in  Battle.  Thus  Sufneus  got  PofiTeflion 
of  the  whole  Empire.  He  aftumed,  at  his  Coro¬ 
nation,  the  Name  of  Seltam  Segued ,  and  behaved 
with  great  Moderation  after  his  Vidory.  The  In¬ 
fant  he  was  fettled  on  the  Throne,  he  thought  of 
the  Jeluits,  and  lent  for  them.  We  may  fuppofe 
that  he  had  fome  View  to  Religion  on  this  Occafion  ; 
but  the  moft  probable  Conjedure  is,  that  he  flat¬ 
tered  himfelf  that  the  Portugueze  would  fend  him 
fome  Troops  from  Goa ,  to  aflift  him  in  thofe  trou- 
blefome  Times. 

Father  Pays  defired  the  Emperor  to  write  to  the 
E°pe  and  the  King  of  Spain  for  Forces  ;  but  the 
Affairs  of  the  Portugueze  were  then  in  fo  bad  a 

Condi- 
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Condition  in  India ,  that  he  could  get  nothing  but 
mighty  Promifes,  all  which  were  of  no  effedh 

During  this  Interval,  a  Report  prevailed  that  the 
Em pei or  Jacob  was  dill  Jiving,  and  had  a  confide- 
rable  Party  in  the  Kingdom  of  Tigra.  Whether 
this  was  Jacob  himfelf,  or  only  an  Impoftor  who 
aflumed  his  Name,  ’tis  certain  he  gave  great  Un- 
eafinefs  to  Sell  am  Segued,  who  at  iaft  crufii’d  him, 
but  with  great  Difficulty  ;  the  unhappy  Man  in  Que- 
Ifion  being  at  lad  feized  and  beheaded  by  two  Ethio¬ 
pian  Gentlemen,  who  fent  his  Head  to  the  Emperor. 

The  Romijh  Religion  began  now  to  be  upon  a 
better  Foot  than  ever  in  Ethiopia ,  the  Portugueze 
Jefuits  triumphing  in  all  Places.  Philip  II.  and 
Pope  Paul  V .  wrote  Letters  to  Seltam  Segued,  who 
refolved  to  fend  an  Embafiy  to  Rome  and  Portugal 
The  Embafîàdor,  whofe  Name  was  Fekura  Egzie , 
went  from  Court  with  Anthony  Fernandez  a  Jefuit. 
They  fet  out  in  March  1613  »  and  were  to  have 
travelled  oy  Land  to  the  Countries  conquered  by  the 
Portugueze  on  the  Coaft  of  *  Melinda.  They  had 
not  forefeen,  (abftradfed  from  the  Length  and  Diffi¬ 
culty  of  the  Journey)  the  Oppofitions  they  would 
neceffiarily  meet  with  from  the  Abyjjinians  them- 
felves,  who  were  not  pleafed  with  an  Expedition, 
the  tendency  of  wffiich  feemed  to  be,  to  make 
them  Slaves  to  the  Portugueze ,  by  facilitating  their 
Accefs  to  the  Ethiopian  Empire.  For  this  Reafon, 
the  Abyjjinians  led  them  purpofely  out  of  the  Way  5 
fo  that,  after  going  a  tedious  and  dangerous  Jour¬ 
ney,  they  returned  to  Court  without  having  done 
any  Thing, 

One  of  the  chief  Promoters  of  this  Journey  was 
Ras  Celia  Chrifios ,  the  Emperor’s  half-Brother, 
who  .  feemed  to  have  embraced  very  zealoufiy  the 
Romijh  Religion,  of  which  he  was  the  chief  Sup- 

’  A  Town  0 Î  Ethiopia t  on  the  Coaft  of  Zanguehar . 

port. 
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port,  even  after  the  Death  of  the  Emperor  his 
Brother» 

At  this  Time  the  Portugueze  and  AbyJffimians  were 
publicity  engaged  in  very  warm  Difputes,  the  Re¬ 
luit  of  which  was,  the  Emperor  publifhed  a  Pro¬ 
clamation,  commanding  that  no  Perfon  fhould 
thenceforward  prefume  to  advance,  that  there  was 
but  one  Nature  in  Chrid  *,  the  Monarch  fentencing 
to  Death  all  fuch  as  Ihould  maintain  the  contrary. 

This  Proclamation,  and  others  which  followed 
it,  made  the  whole  Kingdom  rife,  and  particularly 
the  Friars,  who  are  vadly  numerous,  and  have 
great  Authority  in  Ethiopia.  The  Egyptian  Abuna , 
a  Man  very  far  advanced  in  Years,  joined  them  % 
and  fulminated  an  Excommunication  againft  all  Per- 
fons  who  fhould  favour  and  fupport  the  Union.  In 
the  mean  Time,  Father  Pays  did  not  forget  his 
own  Intered  ;  he  building  a  Palace  for  the  Empe¬ 
ror,  and  a  (Tiding  in  the  Work,  which  the  Ethiopians 
greatly  admired,  they  not  having  feen  any  fuch 
Buildings  among  them  for  many  Years.  The  AbyJJi- 
nians  grew  more  and  more  unsafy.  A  Lord,  named 
Julius ,  Viceroy  of  the  Kingdom  of  Eigra ,  and  the  Em¬ 
peror’s  Son-in-law,  took  up  Arms,  to  redore  the  Re¬ 
ligion  of  the  Abyffimiant ,  which  wasnow  going  to  be 
extirpated. 

The  Abuna  above  mentioned,  whofe  Name  was 
Simon,  joined  that  Lord’s  Army,  and  exhorted  the 
whole  Empire  to  follow  his  Example. 

Julius  marched  out  his  Army  againd  the  Empe-  , 
ror  ;  but  advancing  rafhly  into  the  midd  of  his  Ene¬ 
mies,  he  was  foon  killed. 

Simony  the  ill-fated  Patriarch,  was  placed  on  an 
Eminence,  where  he  faw  Julius’s  Defeat.  However, 
he  imagined  himfelf  fecure,  on  Account  of  his  Cha¬ 
racter  and  indeed  feveral  Abyffinians  paffed  by  the 
old  Man,  without  once  offering  to  hurt  him  ;  but 
at  lad  a  brave  Catholic,  hum  valent e  Catholic 0, 
Truck  him  with  a  Lance,  and  felled  him,  half  dead, 

to 
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Co  the  Ground.  Some  Soldiers  coming  up  after* 

wards,  completed  the  Butchery,  and  carried  his 
Head  to  the  Emperor. 

At  this  Time  arrived  two  Jefuits  in  Ethiopia ,  as  Fore- 
lunnere  o  the  Patriarch,  whom  the  Emperor  had 
delired  to  be  Tent  thither,  who  was  expeded  daily. 
And  now  the  Abyjftnian  Monophyfites  *  published  a 
tece,  mentioned  by  Tellez,  againft  the  Romanifts  ; 
and  printed  in  Ethiopian  by  Ludolf,  with  a  Latin 
ranllation,  page  494,  of  his  Commentary.  This 
Piece  is  very  ill  writ,  and  hath  not  common  Senfe 
Another  Lord,  Jornel  by  Name,  Viceroy  of 
Begamedra,  took  up  Arms  from  the  like  Motives, 
and  fortified  h.mfelf  on  fteep  and  almoft  inacceffi! 
bie  Mountains.  He  had  a  Party  at  Court,  Seltam 
hegued  feized  and  put  to  death  all  thofe  who  were 

Hftu-S  engagmg  in  Interdis  which  oppofed 
the  Eftablilhment  of  the  Romijh  Religion  ;  but  the 
Evil  had  now  taken  fuch  deep  Root,  that  the  Re¬ 
medies  applied  on  this  Occafion,  ferved  only  to  in 
flame  it. 

•  £ne  la.me  ^‘me  another  Infurreftion  broke  out 
m  the  Province  of  the  Damotes,  which  was  quelled 

?  a  mighty  \  idory  Ras  Celia  Chriftos  gained  over 

ti  !nf'  Jonael'  was  forced  to  retire  among 

tue  G  alias,  was  killed  in  their  Country  by  the  Em¬ 
peror’s  Command.  y 

’Twould  carry  me  too  far,  fhould  I  fpecify  the 
great  Butchery  made  of  thefe  unhappy  People 
Some  Men,  who  were  famous  Hermits,  and  renown¬ 
ed  throughout  the  whole  Empire  for  their  Sandity 
were  maffacred  on  this  Occafion.  1 

About  this  Time  the  Emperor  entertained  a  very 
xfrong  Sufpicion  of  Rat  Celia  Chriftos  his  Brother  • 
and  made  him  fenfible  of  his  Difpleafure,  at  a  Sea- 
ion  when  the  whole  Empire  was  in  a  Flame,  In 

_  ,  Mompbyfites,  thofe  who  acknowledged  but  one  Natures 
*nd  Mmothehtes,  thofe  who  allowed  but  one  Will  in  Chrift. 

2  Per  til" 
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Portugal ,  Don  Alphonfo  Mendez  had  been  ele&ed 
Patriarch  of  Ethiopia  ,  and  he  arrived  in  that  Courn* 
try  about  the  Middle  of  the  Year  1625.  Being 
come  into  the  Emperor’s  Prefence,  he  agreed  with 
him  upon  a  Day  on  which  the  Monarch,  and  all 
his  Court,  ihould  pay  folemn  Homage  to  the  Pope, 
at  that  Wn\tUrban  VIII.  This  was  performed  the 
eleventh  of  February,  1626.  The  Patriarch  made 
a  long  Harangue,  which  the  Emperor  anfwered  in 
few  Words  and  afterwards  kneeling  down,  the 
latter  took  the  following  Oath  on  the  Book  of  the 
Cofpels. 

“  We  Saltern  Segued ,  Emperor  of  Ethiopia ^  be- 
£C  lieve  and  contels,  that  St.  Peter ,  Prince  of  the 
A  potties,  was  eftablifhed  by  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl, 
as  Head  of  ail  the  Chrijlian  Church  ,  and  that  he 
gave  him  the  Sovereignty  and  Eordfhip  of  the 
World,  when  he  laid  to  him,  Fhou  art  Peter, 
ic  and  on  this  Pock  I  have  built  wy  Chutes, 

Moreover,  We  believe  that  the  Pope  ot  Rowe, 

«  lawfully  elected  9  is  the  true  Succeffor  of  St.  Pe- 
u  ter  -,  and  invefted  with  the  fame  Power  and  Dig- 
sc  nity  over  the  whole  Chrijlian  Church  :  And  we 
promife  and  iwear  to  our  holy  Father  and  Lord 
Urban  VIII.  and  to  his  Succefibrs,  true  Obedi- 
ence  ;  laying  at  his  Feet,  our  Perfon  and  ourEm- 
«  pire.  So  help  us  God  and  his  holy  Gofpels.” 

The  Emperor  having  taken  the  Oath,  all  the 
Princes,  Viceroys,  and  Clergy,  took  the  fame  on 
their  Knees.  The  Solemnity  being  ended,  Ras  ,j 

Celia  Chriftos  made  a  long  Harangue,  concluding  i'j 

with  the  following  Words  -,  “  Well  :  What  is  done, 
is  done  j  and  thofe  who  have  not  dilcharged  their 
Duty,  fliall  be  judged  by  this  Sword”.  He  held 
it  drawn,  whilft  he  was  Ipeaking  thefe  Words. 

The  whole  Solemnity  clofed  with  adminiftring 
the  Oath  to  Prince  Bafilides ,  Heir  and  Succeffor  to 

his  Father,  44  ’Twas  now  (thefe  are  Tellez's  Words) 

that 
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€£  that  Ras  Celia  Chrifios ,  as  a  true  Son  of  the  Church 
“  of  Rome,  enforced  his  Oath  by  a  Condition  wor- 
cc  fhy  of  his  braye  and  Chriftian  Spirit5’.  I  f wear 
(faid  he)  to  acknowledge  the  Prince  as  Heir  to  his  Fa¬ 
ther's  Empire  ;  and  to  obey  him  as  his  faithful  Vaflal , 
fo  long  as  he  Jhall  fupport ,  defend ,  and  favour  the  holy 
Catholic  Faitio  ;  otherwife  I  will  be  his  firft  and  great- 
eft  Enemy .  All  the  Captains  of  his  Army,  and  his 
eldeft  Son,  took  the  fame  Oath,  and  on  the  like 
Condition. 

Immediately  after,  the  Emperor  caufed  a  Procla- 
mation  to  be  made  throughout  all  the  Army,  that 
no  Pried  or  Monk  diould  thenceforward  prefume  to 
adminifter  the  Sacraments,  before  he  had  fird  been 
examined  by  the  Patriarch.  Farther,  People  were 
commanded  by  another  Proclamation,  to  embrace, 
upon  Pain  of  Death,  the  Roman  Catholick  Religion*’’; 

Y  3  °  and 


]\4r.  la  Croze,  in  his  Hifoire  du  C hriJHanifme  d'Ethiopie^ 
&c.  pag.  382.  &  feq.  has  made  fome  very  good  Reflexions  on 
tms  Qccafion  ;  and  as  he  had  ftudied  the  Subject  thoroughly,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  hear  what  he  fays  ;  elpecially  aa  it  will 
give  us  fome  Light  into  the  Religion  of  the  Abyffinidns,  about 
which  Auchors  differ  fo  much,  as  the  Reader  may  have  feen  by 
the  Notes  on  Dr.  Ponced s  Journey  into  Ethiopia .  The  Religion 
of  the  Ethiopians  (fays  Mr.  la  Croze)  is  not  very  pure,  yet  ma- 
ny  Footfteps  of  Antiquity  are  feen  in  it.  Tho’  the  cloifter’d 
Lue  has  prevailed  fo  much  among  them  ;  and  tho’  their  Fall¬ 
ings  aie  fo  extremely  rigorous,  that  the  Particulars  told  us  con¬ 
cerning  them  fee m  alrnoft  incredible  ;  yet  the  Myjftnidns  free 
tnemfelves,  whenever  they  think  proper,  from  the  Severitv  of 
thefe  fuperftitious  Pra&ices.  The  Circumftances  affirmed  by  le 
Crand,  torn.  2.  pag.  94.  of  hi§  Works,  viz.  that  their  Monks  ne- 
\er  marry,  is  difproved  by  the  Teftimony  of  Tellez ,  who  ob¬ 
éi  ves,  pag.  483,  col.  i  *c  That  their  State  (as  Monk  )  does  not 
t(  Prev^n<-  their  having  V  ives  :  O  fer  Monges  na?n  lhes  tira  fe 
em  Lajados,  Seed'  They  alfo  may  afpire  to  their  chief  Em¬ 
ployments  of  the^  Government.  Some  of  them  have  command- 
ed  Armies,  and  fignalized  themfelves  by  their  Valour  ;  of  which 

we  hnd  a  remarkable  Inftance  in  the  Relation  of  Francis  AC 

varez. 


M  would  be  loft  Labour  to  attempt  to  reconcile  the 
Qi  there  Lhrijlians  with  thofe  of  the  Latin  Church  j 


Opinions 
which  yet 
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and  toobferve  the  Cufloms  pradtifed  by  that  Church, 
with  regard  to  Eafter-Sunday  and  Lent,  The  Court- 

Ladies 

is  the  chief  Aim  of  the  Millenaries  whom  the  Pope  fends  into 
thole  Countries  ;  but  ’twould  furely  be  much  more  to  the  Purpofe, 
to  bring  about  a  true  Union  between  all  thefe  Chrifians .  No¬ 
thing  leeras  eafier  in  Speculation  ;  but  then  the  Pra&ice,  enforc’d 
by  numberiefs  ridiculous  Prejudices,  will  ever  oppofe  the  Wilhes 
of  fuch  as  love  Harmony  and  Peace»  Befides,  the  Romanics 
will  not  allow  fuch  an  Union  and  Reconciliation  to  be  endea¬ 
voured  at,  except  the  flrft  Article  in  the  Treaty  be,  the  Acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  the  Pope’s  Supremacy,  which  will  always  be  an  in¬ 
vincible  Obftacle  to  this  Union. 

Farther,  thofe  who  attempt  fuch  a  Work,  mufl:  curfeand  ana¬ 
thematize  the  Dead,  and  incroach  on  the  Rights  of  the  fove- 
reign  Judge  of  Men.  Should  fuch  not  pronounce  an  Anathema 
againlt  Neforius ,  by  curfing  his  Name  and  his  Memory,  they 
would  never  be  thought  good  CbriJUans  by  the  Monophy fîtes  9 
who,  on  the  other  Hand,  curfe  St.  Leo  the  Great,  and  all  his 
Adherents. 

The  Eaftern  Churches,  are  not  acquainted  with  the  Superflf- 
tions  of  the  Latin  Church.  The  ridiculous  Fable  of  conveying 
the  Houfe  of  Loretta ,  which  is  the  perpetual  Objeél  of  the  fu- 
perftitious  Devotion,  not  only  of  the  common  People,  but  even 
of  Kings,  and  Perfons  of  the  greateft  Diftin&ion  ;  the  Hiftory 
of  our  Lady  of  Montferrat  ;  St.  J  anuarius' s  Blood  ;  and  fo  rna- 
iiy  other  Trifles,  are  wholly  unknown  to  them.  The  Eafiems , 
indeed,  have  their  Superflitions  j  but  then  they  are  fewer  in  Nurrif 
ber,  aud  lefs  ridiculous. 

To  bring  about  an  Union,  all  Things  vicious,  whether  in 
Do&rine  or  Worlhip,  Ihould  be  fupprefled  ;  but  to  this  the  Ob- 
Itinacy  and  Avarice  of  the  Eccleflaftics  will  be  an  infurmounta- 
ble  Ooltacle.  WhilR  Perfons  of  a  peaceable  Temper  Ihall  be 
labouring  at  the  public  Welfare,  Cavillers  will  ftart  up,  whofe 
rough  and  indecent  Behaviour  will  defeat  all  the  Pains  taken  by 
diofe  of  a  contrary  Difpofition. 

1  ne  following  Paflage  is  extrafled  from  the  political  Works 
of  Abbé  St.  Pierre.  ‘‘  To  add  to  the  Felicity  of  the  Profeflors 
<C  the  Chrifian  Religion  ;  mutually  toincreafe  their  Chriflian 
44  Juflice  and  Beneficence,  and  confequently  to  fecure  tneir  Sal- 
s<  vation,  it  might  be  wilhed  that  the  Errors  of  the  Greek  Chri - 

fians  and  Proteftants  were  conlidered,  by  the  Roman  Catbo- 
44  licks,  merely  as  venial  Errors  among  Divines  of  the  fame 
16 6  Communion,  rather  than  as  Herefles,  atid  as  hi  A  Subje&s  fof 
V  Hatred,  Schifm,  acd  War/5 
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Ladies  were  ordered,  by  the  Emperor,  to  take  the 
like  Oath  next  Day. 

Y  4  After 

Mr.  la  Croze  has  (aid  before,  fag.  78.  &  feq.  “  I  fliall  now 
U  give  my  Thoughts  with  refped  to  the  Religion  of  the  Abvffi^ 
é£  ni  am. 

“  As  they  receive,  from  Egypt,  their  Abuna  or  Patriarch, 
who  is  the  foie  Bifhop  in  all  the  Ethiopian  Empire,  his  no 
u  doubt  but  they  are  Monophyfites ,  like  the  Egyptians.  But  this 
‘£  is  not  all:  The  Jefuits  and  Miftionaries  declare  they  have  im- 
“  bibed  feveral  other  Errors.  They  obferve  Circumcifion,  and 
Ci  abftain  from  all  Meats  forbidden  by  Mofis's  Law.  They  00- 
44  ferve  the  Sabbath-day  ;  and  have  various  other  Cuftoms,  which 
e<  bear  a  Conformity  to  thofe  of  the  Jews. 

“  If  I  may  venture  to  give  my  Opinion  on"  this  Head,  I 
44  fancy  that  the  Abyjfimans ,  who,  as  is  agreed  by  all  the  learned, 
U  came  out  of  Arabia  into  Africa ,  borrowed  their  Religion 
C£  from  the  Nazareen  Chrifiians  *,  whofe  Defendants  they  may 
*£  poffibly  be.  Indeed  all  their  Cuftoms  refemble  thofe  of  the 
Nazareen  Chri/lians ,  and  mult  nece/farily  have  been  bor- 
t(  rowed  from  them. 

“  ThePortuguezejefoits  charged  them  with  committing  a  great 
es  Crime,  in  allowing  Circumcifion,  tho’  the  Abyfftnians  confefs, 
44  that  they  do  not  conftder  it  as  a  Sacrament  neceffary  to  Salva- 
41  tion.  And  indeed,  they  have  ecclefiaftica}  Communion  with 
44  the  Armenians ,  and  Syrian  Monophyfites ,  tho’  thefe  are  not  cir- 
££  cumcifed.  If  they themfelves  reproached  the  Portugueze  with 
4C  being  uncircumcifed,  this  Ihouid  be  afcribed  to  the  ill  Humour 
*£  into  which  they  had  been  put,  and  not  to  the  Principles  of 
44  their  Religion. 

<£  With  regard  to  Circumcifion,  by  what  Right  would  the 
<£  Romanifis  oblige  them  to  lay  afide  a  Pra&ice  eftablifhed  among 
44  them  during  feveral  Ages,  and  probably  even  before  they 
i(  were  Chrifiians  ? 

“  The  Abyfftnians ,  being  circumcifed,  were  called.  One 
46  would  therefore  conclude,  from  the  Authority  of  St.  Paul \ 
Epijt.  I.  to  the  Corinth,  chap.  vii.  that  they  have  a  Right  to 
practice  Circumcifion.  Thofe  who  delire  to  be  farther  in- 
formed  of  this  Matter,  ought  to  confult  the  philological  Dif- 
€i  fertations  of  Mr.  James  Rhenford ,  printed  at  Utrecht  in  1722. 
44  The  reft:  of  the  Ethiopian  Rites  flow  from  the  foregoing, 
which  I  lhall  not  take  upon  me  either  to  defend  or  refute. 
44  Thofe  who  are  defirous  of  a  full  Account  of  them,  may  perufe 
V  the  Hiftory  of  Mr.  Ludolf  who  indeed  has  committed  fome 

“  flight 

*  Ehefe  Chrifiians  retained  Circumcifion ,  and  the  Mofaic  Law. 
See  Du  Pin. 
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After  thefe  Proclamations,  one  would  have  con¬ 
cluded  that  nothing  remained  to  be  done,  and  yet 
there  was  one  Difficulty  which  was  in furmoun table, 
viz.  the  Impoffibility  of  making  the  Clergy  and 
People  confent  to  this  Change.  The  Emperor’s 
Threats  terrified  every  one.  His  Soldiers  began  to 
butcher  thofe  who  fcrupled  to  obey.  The  Monks^ 
and  particularly  the  Anchorets ,  fheltered  themfelves 
upon  Mountains,  in  lonely  Caves,  where  they  were 
killed  the  Infkmt  the  Murtherers  difcovered  them. 
"Whenever  they  could  not  get  near  thefe^  ill-fated 
People,  they  would  flifle  them,  by  filling  their  Re= 
ceffes  with  Smoak.  If  any  of  them,  either  thro2" 
Jhuman  Frailty,  or  to  avoid  Perfecution,  yielded  in 
outward  Appearance,  they  neverthelefs  adhered  to 
their  firft  Sentiments  in  their  Hearts  ;  not  one  of 
the  Ethiopians ,  as  the  Emperor  obferved  afterwards 
to  the  Patriarch,  willingly  embracing  the  Romijh 
Religion  -,  fo  that  the  Court  was  obliged  to  have  Re- 

courfe 

v  * 

flight  Errors,  but  which  are  far  from  meriting  the  very* 
€<  fevere  Reproaches  caft  upon  them  by  Abbe  Renaudot ,  part  of 
&e  which  I  refuted  in  /’  Europe  Savante'. 

Tis  certain,  that  any  Writer  on  thefe  Subjects,  who  does  not 
End,  among  the  Eafiem  Chriftians ,  thofe  Tenets  which  the  Ro~ 
manifts  are  moft  tenacious  of,  is  immediately  confidered  by  them 
as  a  difhoneil  Man. 

On  this  Occafion  I  fhall  relate  a  Particular,  which  I  had  from, 
very  good  Hands.  When  Dr.  Poncet  went  in;o  Ethiopia ,  the 
Court  of  France  ordered  him  to  enquire  what  was  their  Belief 
concerning  the  Sacraments  of  the  Church.  Now  the  Emperor 
Adiam  Seghsd,  in  the  Anfwer  he  wrote  to  the  King  of  France ÿ 
reckons  only  five  Sacraments,  which  he  calls  Myfteries,  agreea* 
biy  to  the  Senfe  of  that  Word  in  Greek.  Firfl,  (fays  he)  is 
the  Defcription  of  the  bleffed  Trinity  ;  Secondly,  the  Incar¬ 
nation  of  the  Son  of  God  ;  Thirdly,  Baptifm  ;  Fourthly,  the 
Eucharifi:  ;  Fifthly,  the  Refurrection  of  the  Dead  ;  whence  it 
appears  that  the  Romanijh  did  not  find  the  Thing  they  looked 
for  among  the  Ethiopians.  This  Letter,  which  is  very  ill  drawn 
up,  and  with  great  Ignorance,  is  annexed  to  the  DifTertations  of 
Mr.  le  Grand ,  pag.  zi  2,  Dutch  Edit.  1728  b  and  the  Perfon 
who  tranilated  the  Letter  into  French,  does  net  feem  well  skilled 
in  the  Ethiopian  Language. 
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eonrfe  to  the  Methods  ufually  employed  by  the  Ro¬ 
man  Pontiffs,  for  converting  the  Difobedient.  The 
Reader  mu  ft  not  fuppofe  here,  that  I  falfly  charge 
the  Romanifts  with  a  Conduct  fo  oppofite  to  the 
gentle  Spirit  of  the  Gofpel.  5Tis  to  no  Purpofe  to 
objed  to  thefe  Romanifts  the  Examples  even  in  the 
Infancy  of  the  Church  :  They  did  not  want  Will 
(fay  thefe  Romanifts)  but  they  had  not  the  Power» 
Hete  follow  the  Words  of  Dodor  Gonzales  de  II- 
lefcas ,  in  the  firft  Part,  pag.  117,  of  his  Po?itifical 
and  Catholic  Hftory  :  6C  If  obftinate  Heretics  were 
not  then  burnt,  the  Reafon  was,  that  befides 
ufC  their  being  very  powerful,  the  Pope  was  not  flip* 
ported  by  the  temporal  Princes.  But  now  that 
the  Faith  is  eftablifhed  and  received,  and  the  fo- 
66  vereign  Pontiff  has  acquired  great  Power,  Ju- 
ftice  requires  that  we  inflid  the  mo  ft  cruel  Pu- 
nifhments  on  them,  &c.’9  In  thus  abridging  the 
Words  of  the  Spanijh  Dodor,  I  have  very  much 
leifened  their  Force  and  Spirit.  Thofe  who  are 
poffeffed  of  his  Book,  may  confult  the  Paffage  a- 
bove  cited. 

Thefe  Cruelties  produced  the  Effeds  which  might 
naturally  be  expeded.  Infurredions  broke ’out  on 
every  Side  -,  and  Tecla  Guergis ,  one  of  the  greateft 
Lords  in  Ethiopia ,  Viceroy  of  Eigra,  and  doubly 
Son-in-law  to  the  Emperor,  two  of  whofe  Daugh¬ 
ters  he  had  married  fucceffively,  declared  againft  the 
Monarch.  He  levied  Forces  \  and,  to  perfuade  all 
the  Abyftinians  that  he  was  in  earned,  lie  caufed  a 
Chaplain,  whom  the  Jefuits  had  prefented  him,  to 
be  hanged  in  his  Camp.  This  Infurredion  proved 
fatal  to  him,  he  being  defeated  by  another  Abyftinian 
Lord,  who  feized  him  in  a  Cave,  where  he  had  hid 
himfelf  after  his  Defeat.  The  Emperor  ordered 
him  to  be  hanged  on  a  Tree  ;  and,  to  ftrike  the 
greater  Terror,  he  caufed  a  Lady,  Tech9 s  Sifter,  to 
be  hanged  likewise,  upon  Pretence  of  her  having 
$  been 
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been  an  Accomplice  in  his  Rebellion.  All  the 
Lords  and  Ladies  of  the  Court  were  ftruck  with 
Horror  at  this  fad  Spedtacle  ;  the  hanging  of  La¬ 
dies,  and  efpecially  a  Woman  of  fuch  high  Rank, 
being  a  Thing  unheard  of  in  Ethiopia. 

The  Credit  of  Alphonfo  Mendez ,  the  Patriarch, 
encreafed  daily.  Being  fupported  by  the  Emperor, 
he  arrogated  to  himfelf,  contrary  to  the  Laws  and 
Cuftoms  of  Ethiopia ,  an  Authority  which  the  Abu¬ 
lias,  his  Predeceffors,  had  never  poffeffed.  Never- 
thelefs,  Ras  Celia  Chriftos  was  fufpedted  the  more, 
in  Proportion  as  the  Jefuits  fucceeded  in  their  Pro^ 
jeds^  5Twas  whifpered  both  to  the  Emperor  and 
to  Prince  Bafilides  the  Heir-apparent,  that  Ras  Cel¬ 
ia  Chriftos  intended  to  feize  upon  the  Empire;  and 
that  this  was  the  Reafon  why  he  himfelf  was  fo 
ilrongly  attached  to  the  Jefuits  ;  they  having  pro- 
mifed  to  procure  him  fome  Portugueze  Troops,  by 
the  Way  of  Angola .  This  made  fo  great  an  Impref- 
iron  on  the  Monarch’s  Mind,  that  he  difpoffeffed 
Ras  Celia  Chriftos  of  the  Viceroyalty  of  Goyame 3 
the  richeft  Province  of  the  whole  Empire  -,  and  con- 
fiderably  leffened  his  Revenues  and  Forces.  The 
Agaus,  or  Peafants  of  the  Kingdom  of  Begamedray 
rofe  likewife  ;  and  fending  for  a  young  Man,  fprung 
from  the  ancient  Emperors,  they  offered  him  the 
Crown,  provided  he  would  fet  himfelf  at  their 
Head. 

He  accepted  the  Offer,  and  gave  out  that  a  De¬ 
fire  of  Sovereignty  had  not  prompted  him  to  draw 
the  Sword,  but  the  Hopes  he  entertained  of  reftor- 
ing  the  Religion  of  his  Anceflors.  This  Declara¬ 
tion  brought  over  to  him  a  Multitude  of  Friars, 
who  having  hid  themfelves  before,  now  joined  his 
Army  with  a  great  Number  of  Peafants. 

Melc a  Chriftos ,  for  fo  this  young  Prince  was  nam¬ 
ed,  got  together  a  great  Body  of  Forces  ;  and  forti¬ 
fied  himfelf  in  fteep  Mountains,  of  a! moil  imprati¬ 
cable 
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cable  Accefs,  and  with  thofe  Troops,  which  were 
ill  difciplined,  and  afifembled  in  hafte,  he  defeated 
feveral  Bodies  detached  from  the  Imperial  Armies. 

The  Portugueze  Patriarch,  in  fpite  of  all  thefe  Dif- 
afters,  proceeded  with  his  ufual  Vigour,  he  incroach- 
ing  daily  on  the  ancient  ecclefiafticaf  Jurifdidion  of 
the  Empire,  and  even  on  that  of  the  Monarch.  A 
famous  Friar,  highly  revered  in  the  Country  ;  and 
who,  for  feveral  Years,  had  been  the  Ichêje ,  or 
Head  of  his  Order,  dying  without  making  an  Ab¬ 
juration,  was  buried  at  the  Foot  of  the  Altar  of  a 
Church,  where  the  Patriarch  had  depofited  the  Re¬ 
mains  of  another  Monk,  who  either  was  a  Catho¬ 
lic ,  or  called  himfelf  fuch.  Alphonfo  Mendez  hear¬ 
ing  this,  ordered  the  Body  to  be  dug  up,  and 
thrown  in  the  Fields,  which  was  done  accordingly. 
This  Action  greatly  exafperated  the  Abyffinians , 
who  declared,  that  the  Portugueze ,  not  fatisfied 
with  making  War  again  ft  the  Living,  extended 
their  Hatred  even  to  the  Dead,  whofe  Carcaffes 
they  perfecuted. 

Another  remarkable  Incident  was  this.  The  Pa¬ 
triarch  had  feized  a  Woman  whom  he  pretended  to 
be  a  Witch*,  but  finding  this  Affair  produced  an 
ill  Effed,  he  caufed  her  to  be  fet  at  Liberty.  How¬ 
ever,  it  made  a  great  Noife  5  the  Abyffinians  not  be¬ 
lieving  any  Thing  with  regard  to  Witches  and  In- 
chantments.  They  think,  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  afcribing  to  the  Devil  the  feveral  wicked  Ads 
which  the  Portugueze  declare  him  to  be  guilty  of, 
is  falling  into  the  Error  of  the  Manichees ,  who  ad¬ 
mitted  two  Principles,  the  one  good  and  the  other 
evil  ;  in  which  the  Ethiopians  dilcover  more  good 
Senfe,  than  the  Portugueze  and  Spaniards  *.  Probably 

the 

^  Mr.  la  Croze  fays,  pag%  356,  of  his  HW.  du  Chnft.  d%  E- 
thiopie  ;  I  don’t  fcruple  to  call  the  Nejlorians  and  Momphyfites 
*(  ChriftiGns  i  but  would  not  prefume  to  give  this  Name  to  the 

Porta - 
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the  Patriarch’s  Defign  was  to  introduce  thé  Inquifi* 
tion  in  Ethiopia ,  it  appearing,  by  the  Autos  da  fe, 
that  the  chief  Bufinefs  of  the  Inquifitors  is'  to  en¬ 
quire  into  thefe  pretended  Incantations. 

There  happened  alfo  another  Revolution  in  1631  e 
A  young  Prince,  Nephew  to  the  Emperor,  and 
Viceroy  of  Goyame ,  took  up  Arms  in  Defence  of 
the  ancient  Religion,  and  put  to  death  fome  Catho¬ 
lics. 

The  Monarch  perceiving  that  the  Rebels  increaf- 
ed  daily  in  Strength,  refolved  to  march  in  Perfon 
againft  them.  He  gained  fome  Advantages  at  firft, 
and  was  Spe&ator  of  a  very  moving  Scene,  Five 
Friars  and  four  Nuns  having  retired  to  avoid  the 
Portugueze ,  one  of  the  Nuns  appeared  on  a  Rock, 
with  a  Book  in  her  Hand,  The  Nun  told  the  Em¬ 
peror’s  Soldiers,  that  fhe  looked  upon  them  as  Mo¬ 
hammedans  ;  and  therefore  bid  them  not  come  near 
her,  left  fhe  fhould  be  polluted  with  the  Touch  : 
Saying  which,  fhe  threw  hetfelf  head-long  from 
the  Rock,  ftili  holding  her  Book  ;  and  the  Moun¬ 
tain  being  very  high,  her  Body  was  dallied  to 
Pieces. 

In  this  Manner  Things  growing  worfe,  the  whole 
Court,  and  all  the  Army,  addrefted  the  Monarch, 
befeeching  him  to  foften  his  Severity,  and  indulge 
fome  Favour  to  the  Religion  of  their  Fore- fathers. 
Upon  this,  Seltam  Segued  gave  public  Orders,  in  his 
Army,  for  changing  a  few  trifling  Matters  ;  with 
Leave  for  the  Ethiopians  to  ufe,  in  the  Sacraments, 
their  ancient  Books,  upon  Condition  that  they  fhould  || 
be  firft  revifed  and  corrected  by  the  Patriarch.  Up¬ 
on  this  Alphonj'o  Mendez  wrote  to  the  Emperor,  and 

put 

1 

Pot  tugueze  and  Spaniards  5  and  am  even  of  Opinion,  that  it 
would  be  Blafphemy  to  confider  them  as  inch.  And  indeed, 
e  they  that  can  be  confidered  as  belonging  to  the 

Gnrifttan  Religion  Relicks,  Images,  and  fcandalous  Pro 
ceffions,  fuck  as  those  ufed  at  the  Put  os  da  fed' 
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put  him  in  Mind,  in  Terms  no  wife  refpeêlful, 
of  the  Example  of  the  King  in  Scripture,  who  ha¬ 
ving  offered  up  Incenfe  to  the  Lord,  was  ftruck 
with  the  Leprofy,  for  prefuming  to  undertake  an 
Office  which  belonged  only  to  the  Levites .  The 
Patriarch  hereby  intended  to  fhew,  that  ’twas  his 
Buflnefs  only  to  grant  fuch  Difpenfations  -,  and  that 
the  Emperor  had  aéted  wrong  on  this  Occafion. 
Seltam  Segued  anfwered  him  in  very  juft,  prudent 
and  modeft  Terms  ;  obferving  among  other  Parti¬ 
culars,  that  when  the  Romifh  Religion  was  firffc 
brought  into  his  Empire,  it  did  not  fpread,  either 
by  the  preaching  of  the  Jefuits,  or  by  Miracles, 
(thofe  Fathers  not  working  any)  but  merely  be- 
caufe  the  Ethiopian  Books,  agreed  well  enough  with 
thofe  of  the  Romanifts . 

Two  Reflexions  may  be  made  on  this  Occafion  : 
Firfti  That  thefe  People,  whom  we  falfely  confider 
as  Barbarians ,  were  foon  fenfible,  that  the  feveral 
Difputes  relating  to  the  Incarnation  were  grounded 
merely  on  Words,  either  ill  underftood,  or  falfely 
explain’d  :  Secondly ,  That  all  the  Miracles  related  in 
the  annual  Letters  of  Francis  Guerreiro  are  mere  fêli¬ 
ons  -,  fince  the  Emperor,  though  lb  zealous  for  the 
Romifh  Religion,  does  not  fpeak  of  any  fuch. 

The  Emperor  being  unfuccefsful  in  his  firft  Ex¬ 
pedition  againft  the  Rebels,  marched  again  towards 
them  ;  fought,  and  gained  an  important  Victory  ; 
eight  Thoufand  of  the  Enemy  being  (lain,  and  great 
Numbers  flying.  This  Defeat  occafioned  an  uni- 
verfal  Panic.  Moft  of  the  Courtiers  conducted 
the  Emperor  to  the  Field  of  Battle,  and  according 
to  Tellez ,  fpoke  thus  to  him  :  Behold,  (Sir)  the 

4C  many  Thoufands  who  lie  here  flain.  They  are 
°  neither  Mohammedans  nor  Heathens ,  but  your 

Vaffalsj  our  Blood  and  our  Relations.  Whe- 
“  ther  you  vanquish,  or  are  overcome,  you’]! 
44  chruft  a  Dagger  into  your  own  Bowels.  Thofe 

64  who 


334  TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits.' 

“  who  have  taken  up  Arms,  have  nothing  to  re-' 
proach  your  Majeily  with  -,  but  they  are  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  Law,  which  you  refolve  to  force 
“  upon  them.  How  much  Blood  has  been  fpilt  on 
“  Occafion  of  this  Change  of  Religion.  The 
“  Ethiopians  ào  not  like  the  Romijh  Religion  :  Leave 
“  them  therefore  in  Poffeffion  of  that  of  their  An- 
“  ceftors,  otherwife  you  will  lofe  your  Kingdom, 
“  and  we  our  Quiet.”  *  The  Emperor  was  now 
feized  with  a  deep  Melancholy  ;  fo  that  after  long 
inward  Struggles,  he  confented,  in  order  to  quiet 
his  People,  to  the  publilhing  of  a  Proclamation,  al¬ 
lowing  all  Perfons  free  Liberty  to  join  with  which 
Party  foever  they  pleafed. 

This  Proclamation,  which  'Tellez  calls  wicked  and 
facrilegious,  gave  incredible  Satisfaction  to  all  the 
People  and  the  whole  Army.  Moft  of  the  Ethio¬ 
pians  burnt  the  Beads  or  Chapelets  that  had  been 
put  into  their  flands  by  the  Jeluits.  They  com- 

poled  a  fhort  Spiritual  Song,  the  Senfe  of  which 
is  this: 


Sweet  Freedom,  now,  the  Ethiop-Lamhs  enjoy. 
Snatched  from  the  Jaws  of  the  fell  Wejlern  Wolves 
By  holy  Cyril  f ,  and  the  Apoftle  Mark  :  9 

Exult  with  Joy,  and  Hallelujah’s  fing. 


Ludolf  has  inferted  the  above  Song  (Book  III  Chap 

i2.  o!  his  Commentary)  in  the  Ethiopie  Language  and 

Characters.  It  had  been  communicated  to  him  by 

Abbot  Gregory,  who  will  be  mentioned  in  the  Se¬ 
quel. 

Hie  Patriarch  waited  upon  the  Emperor,  and  re- 
prefented  to  him,  that  this  Liberty  of  Confcience 


Tis  furprizing  that  Tellez  fhould  infeit  this  Speech  as  it 
H°n0,S  Wh,Ch  the  RomiJb  Re%ion  had  bought  into 

■f  Of  Alexandria „ 


would 
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would  occafion  Civil  Wars  ;  fome  declaring  for  the 
See  of  Rome ,  and  others  for  that  of  Alexandria . 
However,  the  Patriarch  fhewed  very  little  Judg¬ 
ment  in  making  fuch  a  Reprefentation  to  the  Em¬ 
peror,  who  yet  returned  no  other  Anfwer  than  this  : 
What  can  1  do  ?  I  have  no  Kingdom  that  I  can  call 
my  own . 

Ras  Celia  Chriftos  wrote  a  long  Letter  to  the  Em¬ 
peror,  wherein  he  difcovered  little  Senfe,  and  at 
the  fame  Time  the  ftrongeft  Prejudices  fuggefted  to 
him  by  the  Jefuits.  The  Ethiopians  began,  even 
in  the  Life-time  of  Self  am  Segued ,  to  feize  on  the 
Jefuits  Churches,  which  looked  like  fo  many  For- 
treffes  rather  than  Chriftian  Churches. 

Selt am  Segued  died  in  1632,  aged  61  Years,  and 
in  the  2 ill  of  his  Reign:  Thrice  happy  for  this 
Monarch,  had  the  above-mentioned  Fathers  never 
fet  their  Foot  in  his  Country. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  Bafilides  his  Son,  who,  at 
the  very  beginning  of  his  Reign,  feized  his  Uncle 
Ras  Celia  Chriftos  -,  he  not  having  forgot  the  Words 
which  had  been  fpoke  by  him,  when  he  took  the 
Oath  above-mentioned.  ’Twill  be  fuppofed  that 
the  Patriarch-Jefuit  did  not  efcape  on  this  Occafion, 
The  Emperor  commanded  him  to  deliver  up  to 
two  Perfons  whom  he  difpatched  for  that  Purpofe, 
all  the  Fire-Arms  in  his  Poffeffion  ;  and  to  retire 
inftantly  to  Fremona ,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Tigra. 
Mendez ,  who  was  greatly  afflidted  at  this  Order, 
wrote  a  long  Letter  to  the  Emperor,  which  'Tellez 
has  given  at  large,  in  the  Portugueze  Tongue.  He 
therein  offers  to  foften  many  Particulars  ;  and  pro- 
mi  fes  to  indulge  the  Abyjjinians  in  all  fuch,  as  fb  ou  Id 
not  be  contrary  to  the  Divine  Law,  the  Comitiu- 
nion  under  both  Kinds  excepted  ;  his  Holinefs  ha¬ 
ving  referved  to  himfelf  the  right  of  determining, 
on  that  Article,  as  he  fhall  think  proper. 

3 


Selt  am 
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Sell  am  Segued  the  Emperor  (which  Name  BafilF 
des  his  Son  affumed)  fent  the  Patriarch  a  proper 
Anfwer.  He  told  him,  that  they  did  not  differ  at 
all,  with  Regard  to  the  Difputes  concerning  the 
two  Natures  ^  but  that  the  Circumflance  which 
chiefly  exafperated  them  againft  the  Portugueze, was* 
that  befides  taking  away  the  Cup,  and  changing  their 
Feftivals  and  Fails  -,  they  were  fo  bold  as  to  re-bap- 
tize  thofe  who  went  over  to  the  Roman  Catholicks  ; 
and  to  re-ordain  their  Priefts  and  Deacons,  as  tho* 
they  fuppoied  the  Ethiopians  had  not  been  true 
ChriftianSy  till  the  Portyguefe^  came  among  therm 
The  Patriarch  afterwards  defiring  to  difpute  publicly 
witn  the  learned  Men  of  the  Nation,  the  Emperor 
replied  :  You  eftahlijhed  your  Faith  by  Violence  and 
Tyranny ,  and  not  by  Arguments . 

I  fhall  enlarge  no  farther  on  the  Expulfion  of  the 
Jefuits  ;  but  fhall  obferve,  that  the  Emperor  feems  to 
have  treated  them  cruelly  and  unjuftly.  He  forced 
the  Patriarch  and  his  Retinue  to  fet  out  upon  a  long 
Journey,  after  taking  away  their  Arms,  with  which 
they  might  have  defended  theinfelves  from  Thieves 
on  the  Road.  And  indeed  they  tvere  plundered^ 
and  got  to  Fremona  in  a  very  poor  Condition.  Soon 
after  a  new  Order  was  ilfued,  commanding  them  to 
quit  the  Kingdom  of  Tigra ,  and  embark  for  India, 
They  fhufHed  for  fome  Time,  but  to  no  Purpofe  ; 
they  being  obliged  to  go  to  Maçua ,  and  from 
thence  to  Saquem ,  where  they  were  delivered  up  to 
the  Bafifa  of  that  Place,  who  treated  them  very  cru= 
elly,  and  obliged  'em  to  pay  exorbitant  Ranfoms.  j 

From  that  dime,  Things  have  been  growing 
worfe  -,  and  the  Name  of  Roman  -  Catholics ,  of 
what  Nation  foever,  is  utterly  detefled  by  the  Abyf- 
finicns  L  They  put  to  Death  fome  Jefuits  who  had 

hid 

*  J  aPPears  aîfo,  from  what  we  are  told  by  another  learn¬ 
ed  G:  ntlemanA  Moni;eur  De  Maillet ,  the  French  Conful  at 

Grand 
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hid  themfelves,,  in  order  to  preferve  in  the  Romijh 
Communion,  the  few  remaining  Ethiopians ,  who 
ftill  profeffed  it»  '  t 

The  Subjed  now  grows  fo  extenfive  that  I  am 
oblig’d  to  quit  it.  Thofe  who  defire  to  enquire 
more  minutely  into  thefe  Affairs,  may  perufe  Tel¬ 
lez's  Hiftory,  Ludolf  s  Commentary,  and  Dn, 
Geddes* s  Church- Hiftory  of  Ethiopia ; 

Mr.  Michaelis ,  Profeftbr  of  Divinity  and  the 
Eajlern  Languages  at  Hall  in  Saxony ,  has  given  a 

fuccind. 

Grand  Cairo.  Lewis  XIV.  (fays  he)  did  all  that  lay  in  his 
Power,  to  get  the  Miffionaries  introduced  at  the  Ethiopian 
Court,  which  is  extremely  difficult.  The  Emperor  is  not  ea- 
fily  prevailed  upon  to  admit  Strangers  to  it,  arid  ftill  more  fo  td 
permit  any  fuch  to  return.  The  Avenues  are  ftriétly  guarded, 
and  all  Foreigners  are  denied  a  Paftage  through  them.  A  Frank 
is  no  fooner  arrived  at  the  Frontiers,  but  he  is  very  carefully 
fearched  from  Head  to  Foot,  to  fee  whether  he  has  no  Arms,  or 
Merchandizes  which  may  give  Umbrage  :  However,  this  Search 
is  neither  long  nor  painful.  Travellers  are  obliged  to  go  al- 
moft  Naked  in  this  Country  ;  the  richeft  Drefs  a  Perfon  is  per¬ 
mitted  to  appear  in,  being  a  blue  Linen  Shirt.  I  very  much  quef- 
tion  whether  a  Traveller  might  wear  a  Cap,  this  being  a  Privi¬ 
lege  allowed  to  none  but  the  Monarch,  as  likewife  that  of  wear¬ 
ing  Shoes  and  Stockings.  Above  all  the  Ethiopians  exa¬ 
mine  whether  the  Stranger  is  citcumcifed  ;  a  Precaution  taken 
from  the  Hatred  the  Abyjjinians  bear  naturally  to  the  Catholic 
Religion.  The  reft  arife  from  the  fear  they  are  under  of  admit¬ 
ting  Spies  into  their  Country,  left  thefe  after  becoming  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  Situation  of  it,  ftiould  bring  in  their  Enemies  and  fo 
eh  Have  them.  The  Abyjjinians  who  are  Cophts ,  are  fo  extremely 
cautious  in  this  Particular,  that  they  will  not  permit  fuch  Stran¬ 
gers  as  profefs  their  Religion,  to  leave  Ethiopia ,  when  Once  they 
are  come  into  it.  Of  this  We  had  a  flrtgular  Inftance  in  the  laft 
Archbifhop,  whom  they  de  fired  from  the  Patriarch  of  the  Cophts . 
They  were  not  fatisfied,  at  firft,  with  their  new  Archbilhop; 
and  thereupon  wrote  to  the  Patriarch  for  another.  Accordingly 
a  new  one  was  fent  ;  however,  before  his  Arrival  in  Ethiopia , 
they  were  recoriciled  with  the  firft,  and  yet  would  never  permit 
the  other  to  leave  their  Country,  though  the  Patriarch  barneftly 
follicited  his  Return. 

Hence  it  is  manifeft,  that  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  get  Accefs 
tb  the  Ethiôpian  Court;  and  kwould  not  be  eafy  to  fuggeft  what 

2  Pretences 
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fuccinft,  and  yet  particular  Account  enough,  in  the 
German  Language,  of  the  Troubles  which  the  Ar¬ 
rival  of  the  Jefuits  occafioned  in  Ethiopia.  This 
Work,  printed  at  Hall  in  1724,  is  prefixed  to  the 
Life  of  Peter  Heyling  of  Lubeck ,  who  travelled  into 
Ethiopia ,  with  an  Egyptian  Abuna ,  fent  thither  af¬ 
ter  the  Refignation  of  Mendez  the  Patriarch.  This 
Heyling  who  was  a  learned  Man,  faw  the  Portugueze 

Patriarch 

Pretences  might  be  ufed,  or  what  Methods  employed  for  this  Pur- 
pole.  Mis  certain  that  in  order  to  fucceed  on  this  Qccafion,  it 
would  be  neceffary  that  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons  underftood  the 
Ethiopian  Language,  and  were  of  an  Olive  Complexion.  About 
fifty  or  threefcore  Years  ago,  fome  Ethiopians  who  were  come  to 
Grand  Cairo,  gave  at  their  Return  from  thence,  fo  advantage¬ 
ous  a  Character  of  a  Capuchin  they  faw  there  ;  and  whom 
they  applauded  particularly  for  his  great  Skill  in  Phyfic,  that  the 
Emperor  who  had  been  long  afflifled  with  Sicknefs,  fent  to  in¬ 
form  the  Friar  that  he  fhould  be  very  welcomein  his  Dominions/ 
The  Father  thereupon  prepared  to  go  tothe  Monarch,  when  fome 
Erancifcans  who  were  come  to  Grand  Cairo,  with  the  Defign  of 
travelling  into  AhyJJinia,  being  perfuaded  tha  the  offer  in  quef- 
non  related  to  them  alfo,  fet  out  for  that  Country,  without 
waiting  for  the  Capuchin.  Thefe  Fathers  \vei'e  received  with  ali 
imaginable  Civility  upon  the  Frontiers.  The  Inftant  Notice  was 
fent  of  their  Arrival,  the  Monarch  difpatched  Orders  for  their 
being  brought  to  Court  j  but  when  they  came  before  him,  and 
he  was  told  by  the  Officer  who  had  fo  highly  praifed  the  Capu - 
chin,  that  he  was  not  among  them,  the  Emperor  was  fo  much 
enraged,  that  he  ordered  them  to  be  immediately  put  to  Death. 
Thus,  by  the  imprudent  Precipitation  of  thefe  Friars,  the  Eu - 
TQpeans  loft  a  very  favourable  Opportunity  of  getting  Accefs  once 
snore  to  the  Ethiopian  Court. 

The  Situation  of  Saquem ,  and  the  fad  Cataftrophe  of  thole 
Fathers,  fuggefted  a  Project  which  probably  might  have  been 
fuccefsful,  had  not  the  Face  of  Things  been  changed.  The 
I  Hand  of  Saquem  lies  on  the  Frontiers  of  Ethiopia ,  in  which 
Matzwva  is  included.  This  is  the  only  Way  by  which  the 
Ethiopians  have  any  Cor refpondence  with  the  Red-Sea.  ’Fis  not 
above  ten  or  twelve  Days  J  ourney  from  Gondar ,  where  the  Negus 
ufually  refides;  and  the  Baffas  kept  there  by  the  Ottoman  Court, 
never  failed  formerly  to  fend  an  Aga  annually  to  the  AbqJJinian 
Court,  where  they  were  refpedted,  more  out  of  regard  to  the 
CEand  S  gnior,  than  from  any  Fears  the  Ethiopians  might  be 

under 
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Patiiarch  at  Satpustn,  and  difputcd  with  hirn*  and 
afterwards  proceeded  to  Ethiopia,  where  he  was 
greatly  elfeemed.  Coula  he  have  returned  to  Eu- 
fops,  we  doubtlefs  fhould  have  been  favoured  with 
a  very  valuable  Relation  of  Ahyffma  -,  but  he-  was 
maflacred  by  the  Eurkijh  Balfa  of  Saquem ,  in  his 
return  Home.  Doubtlefs  the  Emperor  had  no 
Hand  in  this  Murther,  he  difcovering  the  highefc 


'  <f 


iinder  from  the  Governor  of  Saquem,  who  refides  there  merely 

nf  fhprr  A°Urte&  rN°W  c.wfs  my  Opinion  that,  by  the  Favour 
of  these  Agas,  Meafures  might  have  been  concerted,  with  Re¬ 
gard  to  more  important  Millions.  And  indeed,  a  Baffa,  to  whom 
Ferions  fhould  be  ftrongly  recommended,  might  have  had  num- 
beriefs  Opportunities  of  procuring  Miffionaries  Accefs  to  the  E- 
thiopian  Court.  Twould  have  been  enough  if  they,  at  their 
AriivaJ,  were  not  taken  for  Franks  ;  the  religious  Cophts,  who 
Si°VeI?  the  Court,  having  done  their  utmoft  to  make 

that  Name  odious  in  it.  The  Miffionaries  therefore  mffiht  cm  in 
a  fecular  Habit,  as  they  do  in  England  and  fome  o  her  Millions. 
I  hey  might  firft  ingratiate  themleives,  by  praaffiing  PhyYic,  or 
by  Fainting, of  which  the  Abyjfnians  are  paffionately  fond.  Finis 
they  would  have  gained  Reputation  at  Court  ;  have  had  a  near 
V  iew  of  1  nmgs  ;  and  after  winning  the  Favour  and  Efffiem  of 
the  Monarch  and  the  great  Men,  might  have  taken  proper  Op¬ 
portunity  to  ipeak  to  them  concerning  Religion,  and  fhevv  them 
their  Errors. 

However,  when  the  Ethiopian  Court,  found  that  one  of  thefe 
agas  lent  by  the  Governor  of  SaqUem,  endeavoured  to  fearch 

after  fome  Gold  Mines,  ,  which  are  very  common  in  this  Coun¬ 
try  the  Monarch  broke  of  all  Correfpondence  with  the  Balia, 
and  will  not  permit  any  of  thefe  A  gas  to  enter  his  Dominions. 

ye  -hi!SrWuVhe  °nJy  CanaI  hy  whicb  this  Court,  was  fur- 
nifhedwith  fuch Foreign  Goods  as  they  had  Occalion  for  ;  the  Em¬ 
peror  to  compen  fate  for  this,  fends  many  of  his  Subjects  into  In¬ 
dia,  Perfia ,  Arabia  and  Egypt.  I  Dial!  mention  in  my  Me- 
moirs  concerning  Ethiopia,  one  of  thefe  Envoys  of  the  Negus,  call¬ 
ed  Agi  Ali,  who  came  to  Grand  Cairo  in  1698  5  and  of  my  fend¬ 
ing  on  that  Occalion,  Dr.  Poneety  a  French  Phyhcian,  into  Ethi¬ 
opia,  and  the  Suceefs  of  his  Journey.  See  Defcription  de  P  Egypte, 
compofee  fur  les  Mémoires  de  Mr.  De  Maillet,  ancien  Conful  de 
Mance  au  Caire ,  par  Mr.  P  Abbé  de  Mafcrier ,  pag.  325.  Cf  feq. 

f  ,iy3y  4t0*.  vvere  heartily  to  be  wifhed,  that  this  Coa¬ 
ly.  5  Memoirs,  with  regard  to  Ethiopia ,  might  be  publifhed. 
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Edeem  for  Heyling  ;  and  ’twas  with  great  Reluct- 
ance  that  he  permitted  him  to  leave  his  Dominions* 
Baftlides  who,  (as  was  obferved)  in  the  Beginning 
of  his  Reign,  affiimed  the  Name  of  Seltam  Segued , 
was  afterwards  called  Alan  Segued .  He  was  born  in 
1607,  and  began  to  reign  in  1632. 

Ludolf  in  his  Hidory  and  Commentary,  gives 
the  Names  of  his  feveral  Succeffors.  The  Europeans 
cannot  have  the  lead  Correfpondence  with  Ethio¬ 
pia  in  this  Age,  the  Reafon  of  which  may  be  feen 
in  Le  Grand's  Hidorical  Voyage  to  that  Country* 
Tom.  II.  pag .  36  *.  44  It  were  to  be  wifhed  (fays 

44  he)  that  the  Patriarch,,  who  doubtlefs  poffeffed 
44  very  fhining  Qualities,  had  not  undertaken  fo 
46  much  %  nor  fo  greatly  enforced  his  Authority* 
C4  by  adding  in  Abyffinia ,  as  he  would  have  done  in 
4C  a  Country  where  the  Inquifition  was  edablifhed, 
44  He  made  all  the  Ethiopians  his  Enemies  5  and 
44  drew  fuch  an  Odium  upon  the  Catholics  (the 
44  Jefuits  in  particular)  that  the  Hatred  in  which 
they  were  then  held  continues  to  this  Day/3 
The  only  Circumdance  now  remaining  would  be* 
to  mention  the  learned  Men  who  have  flourifh’d 
among  the  Abyjfmians  if  there  were  any  ;  but  we 
don’t  know  fo  much  as  one.  The  Ahunas  are  very 
io-norant  Egyptian  Monks,  who  afpire  to  no  other 
Fun&ion  than  that  of  ordaining  Frieds  and  Dea¬ 
cons.  They  never  preach,  nor  write  any  Thing 
for  the  Indruftion  of  the  People.  Ludolf ,  pag . 
298,  feq.  of  his  Commentary,  gives  a  Cata¬ 
logue  of  all  the  Ethiopian  MSS.  feen  by  him  in  va» 
rious  Libraries.  The  learned  Reader  may  confult 
them. 

I  might  here  fpeak  of  Abbot  Gregory ,  fo  famous 
for  the  Elogiums  bedowed  on  him  by  Ludolf  ;  and 

*  This  is  accounted  for,  in  the  above  Note  from  De  Maillet' % 
Defcription  of  Egypt* 

the 
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the  Reproaches  call  on  him  by  Renaudot ,  le  Grande 
and  other  mean5  controverfial  Writers. 

Mr.  le  Grand  has  been  fo  bold  as  to  adert,  that 
neither  Tellez  nor  Mendez  make  the  lead  mention 
of  Abbot  Gregory .  I  have  fhewn  the  contrary  in 
one  of  my  Defences  of  Mr.  Ludolft  printed  in  the 
10th  Volume  of  F  Europe  Savante ,  pag.  265.  See 
Tellez ,  pag.  650. 

Such  as  defire  to  be  acquainted  with  Abbot  Gre¬ 
gory  ^  fhould  read  the  Particulars  inferred  by  Mr. 
Fabricius ,  in  an  incomparable  Treatife,  printed  at 
Hamburgh \  Anno  1731,  and  intituled,  Salut aris  lux 
Evangelii  toti  Orbi  per  dlvinam  Gratiam  exoriens ,  &c. 

In  this  Work,  pag.  716.  &  feq.  are  inferred  the 
Anfwers  of  Abbot  Gregory ,  as  wrote  by  him  in 
the  Ethiopian  Language,  and  afterwards  tranflated 
into  Latin.  I  have  had  this  MSS.  in  my  Hands  % 
and  the  Edition  of  it,  publifhed  by  Mr.  Fabricius , 
contains  only  the  Latin  Verfion  j  but  the  Original, 
which  I  myfelf  faw  and  perufed,  is  likewife 
writ  in  the  Ethiopian  Tongue,  with  all  imaginable 
Purity  and  Elegance.  This  Piece,  intituled  . 
Theologia  Ethiopica ,  con  fids  of  Twelve  Chapters, 
againd  which  no  Objections  can  poffibly  be  brought. 
3Tis  not  proper  to  omit  what  he  fays  concerning  the 
Number  of  Sacraments,  which  he  reduced  chiefly 
to  Three,  viz.  Baptifm,  the  Lord-s  Supper,  and 
Confedlon.  Myfteriorum  (i.  e.  Sacramentorum)  cer~ 
tus  numerus  non  eft .  Confiât  tamen  illos  dicer e ,  My- 
fterium  B  apt  i fini  ^  Myfterium  S.  Coenæ ,  Myfterium  Con » 
feftionis.  Alia  Myfteria  vel  Sacr amenta  nonfunt  in  ufiu. 
This  is  for  Renaudot ,  le  Grand ,  and  other  fuch  Mid 
fionaries.  Let  them  diged  it  if  they  can 

*  The  P,eader  may  obferve,  that  two  Authors  have  been  of 
Service  to  me,  in  the  Relations  concerning  the  Ethiopian  Affairs* ■ 
added  to  Dr.  Ponced s  Journey  ;  I  mean  Çonful  de  Mai  lieds  De- 
feription  of  Egypt ,  and  particularly,  Mr,  La  Croze's  Llijhry  of 
the  ChriJHan  Religion,  in  Ethiopia.  I  did  not  meet  with 
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them  till  after  the  Sheets,  containing  Dr.  Ponce?  &  Journey  into 
Ab'ffinia ,  were  gone  to  Prefs»  otherwife  I  Ihould  have  altered  a 
few  of  the  Notes,  particularly  that,  pag*  236,  and  337,  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  Nile,  from  Father  Lobo  *,  and  that  pag,  244,  where 
9tis  obferved  that  the  Abyjjmians  acknowledge  but  two  Sacra¬ 
ments.  However,  the  Reader  will  thereby  have  feen  the  Opi¬ 
nions  of  various  Authors  on  thofe  Subjects,  But  as  Truth  ought 
to  be  the  foie  Objed  of  every  Writer,  I  fhall  take  all  Opportu¬ 
nities  of  redifying  any  Miltakes  I  myfelf  may  commit  in  ths 
Courfe  of  this  Work, 

Here  follows  what  Mr.  La  Croze  fays,  concerning  the  Ex* 
tent  of  Ethiopia,  and  the  Source  of  the  River  Nile .  £  The  Si- 

*  tuation  of  this  wide-extended  Empire,  as  it  was  when  moll 
ê  powerful,  is  pretty  well  known  ;  but  ’tis  very  much  curtailed, 

4  ever  fmce  a  barbarous  Nation  called  the  G  alias  or  Galles  feized 

5  upon  many  of  its  Provinces,  and  deftroyed  a  confiderable  Part 
s  of  the  oldell  and  fined  Churches. 

*  This  Empire,  fuch  as  it  is  at  this  Day,  extends  from  the 
€  Red-Sea  to  the  Kingdom  of  Adel,  whole  Sovereign  is  a  Mo- 
4  hammedan,  and  an  Enemy  to  the  Abyffmians.  This  we  learn 

*  from  the  Relations  of  the  Jefuits,  who  pretend  to  have  difco- 
«  vered  in  Ethiopia ,  the  true  Sources  of  the  Nile ,  unknown  to 
$  all  the  Ancients. 

k_ 

*  In  a  Treatife  intituled,  A  Jhort  Relation  of  the  River  Nile  1 
its  Source  and  Current  ;  of  its  overf owing  the  Campagnia 

of  Egypt,  till  it  rum  into  the  Mediterranean,  Tranflated 

at  the  delire  of  the  Royal  Society,  from  a  Portuguese  MSS.  by 
Sir  Peter  Wyche,  pag.  17  and  18,  London  printed  1673,  i2mo, 
the  Reafon  why  the  Antients  did  not  difcover  the  Sources  of  the 
Nile ,  is  accounted  for  thus.  Eh  is  Difcourfe  is  not  improperly  end ~ 
ed,  by  a  Ref  exion,  why  Alexander  the  Great,  and  Julius  Cæfar, 
fifing  fo  great  Diligence  to  difcover  the  Bead  of  the  Nile,  m  if  car¬ 
ried  in  the  Enterprise  :  Ehe  Reafon  was  becaufe  they  fent  Difco- 
verers  againf  the  Stream  ;  thus  going  by  Land,  the  Length  of 
the  Journey ,  the  many  Kingdoms  and  Provinces  to  be  travelled, 
through  ;  the  Swarms  of  barbarous  People  to  be  encountered  ;  fa 
ynany  unwhole fome  Climates  to  he  faffed,  made  their  Advance- im- 
prfiible.  Going  by  Water,  the  fame  Difficulties  increafed  to  attend 
them:  Ahe  violent  Current  of  the  Nile  ft  opt  their  Paffage  î  and 
coming  to  the  fir  ft  Cataraff ,  they  could  not  proceed,  but  were  for - 
ced  l  ack  with  loft  Labour  and  being  without  either  Knowledge 
°f  \  or  Commerce  with  the  Abylfinian  Empire, by  the  Red-Sea,  they 
neither  ventured  that  Nay,  nor  conceived  their  Defign  fo  feafble, 
Eh  us  were  their  Endeavours  fr  uprated  :  Ehe  Knowledge  of  this 
Province  would,  by  fame  of  the  Ports  of  the  Red  Sea,  have 
brought  them  into  the  Abylfinian  Empire , 
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*  But  ’ds  my  Opinion,  that  no  Strefs  ought  to  be  laid  on  their 
6  Accounts  ;  and  I  alfo  think  that  Luctolf* s  Map,  drawn  from. 
4  the  Memoirs  of  the  Portuguese  Jefuits,  may  be  objected  to  on 
4  many  Accounts. 

‘  The  Reader  may  perufe  what  Mr,  de  Maillet  fays  on  this 
6  Subjecl,  in  his  Defcription  of  Egypt,  and  he  will  plainly  per- 
4  ceive,  that  the  Sources  of  the  Nile,  which  were  a  Ad  y  iter  y  tq 
4  the  Ancients,  are  the  fame  to  us. 

4  Farther,  the  Latitudes  don’t  feem  to  be  accurately  laid  down 

*  in  this  Map.  Dr.  Poncet  who  travelled  into  Ethiopia ,  about 
4  the  Ciofe  of  the  laft  Century,  and  the  Beginning  of  the  pre- 
4  fent,  tells  us,  that  the  ci oven  of  Geafim  (Giefim)  is  half  way 
4  between  the  City  of  Sennar,  and  the  Confines  of  Ethiopia  ;  and 
4  in  the  Eenth  Degree  of  North  Latitude ,  according  to  the  Obj'er - 
6  nation  made  by  Father  Brevedent  Now  Father  Breve  dent 
s  was  a  learned  jefuit,  and  a  gocd  Mathematician,  who  a^com- 

*  panied  Dr.  Poncet  to  the  Confines  of  Ethiopia,  where  he  died. 

*  According  to  Anthony  Fernandes  another  jefuit,  and  a  Por- 
6  tugueze,  quoted  by  Nicholas  Godigno,  Book  I.  Chap.  XL  pag. 
6  69.  the  two  Poles  are  feen  in  the  Kingdom  of  Dambea  ;  and 
4  the  Antartic  is  the  higheft,  which  methinks  proves,  that  the 
4  Latitudes  are  not  accurately  fixed  in  the  Map  of  Ludolf  who 
4  blindly  followed  that  of  the  jefuits,  infcribed  in  Father  Peliez  & 

4  general  Hiftory  of  Ethiopia,  Book  I.  Chap.  IV. 

‘  Here  follows  another  Proof,  which  methinks  deferves  No- 
?  tice,  though  I  don’t  quite  rely  upon  it.  John  Baptift  Homan , 
4  Geographer  to  his  Imperial  Majefly,  printed  in  Nuremberg ,  a 
4  general  Map  of  all  Africa ,  in  the  Margin  of  which  he  i  nie  it- 
4  ed  the  following  Words. 

4  Benevolo  Spectator. 

f  4  Ludolphum  haBenus  incaute  fecuti  funt  qui  quodam  novo  fyfe- 
e  mate  originem  Nili  recentioribus  Pabulis  fuis  per  per  am  in  feme - 
4  runt .  Nos  authorit atom  viri  maxime  Rev  .P .  Henrici  Schereri? 

4  S.  J .  Geographi  celeberrirni ,  qui  ex  veris  P.  P.  Mijjionariorzm 
4  furs  Socictatis  Relationibus  tale  nobis ,  quale  hie  pofuimus ,  Schema. 

4  ulriufque  Nili ,  albi  Gf  atri  fluminis ,  preefguravk,  ampleBi- 
4  mur  ;  curio  fo  que  Hift  or  ices  Per  it  at  is  Indagatores  ad  ipf'ém  Au  ;  ho  ris 
?  oj us  fun  tlbus  presnobilis  viri  Joannis  Gafpari  Bencardi , 

4  Biii  Ho  poles  Auguftani  presft  anti  finie  editum,  remittimus. 

4  I  enquired  among  my  EViends  for  this  Atlas  of  Father  Sche~ 

4  rer ,  but  could  never  meet  with  it  ;  and  fome  Perfons  of  Genius 
e  and  Learning,  affure  me  that  \is  not  much  efteemed.  Ke 
s  places  the  Sources  of  the  Nile ,  and  of  the  Niger,  a  great  way 

*  See  Page  205,  of  this  Work.  la  the  Note  of  which  I  my- 
felf  had  taken  Notice,  before  I  faw  Mr.  La  Croze's  Work,  either 
that  Dr.  Poncet,  or  our  Geographers,  were  miftaken  on  this 
pccafiom 
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16  on  the  the  other  Side  of  the  Equinoctial,  and  declares  it  to  fall 
6  into  the  Lake  Zaire.  In  order  to  eftablifn  fuch  a  Paradox* 

*  ’tvvould  be  neceflary  to  produce  the  Relations  of  thofe  Jefuit- 

*  Miffionaries,  upon  whofe  Affertiong  he  grounds  his  Opinion  s, 
f  and  we  don’t  know  of  any  fuch.  However  this  be,  ’twill  form 
6  a  new  Difficulty,  till  fuch  Time  as  this  Matter  ffiall  be  cleared 

*  up  by  new  Diicoveries.  Hiftoire  du  Chriftianifme  de  /’ Ethio- 

*  j pie,  fag.  68,  &  feqd 

I  am  humbly  of  Opinion,  the  Particulars  here»under  almofl 
put  this  Matter  out  of  Difpute  ;  and  fhew  that  all  the  Attempts 
to  difcover  the  Sources  of  the  Nile  (from  the  Suppofition  that  it 
fifes  from  one  or  two  particular  Springs)  were,  and  will  be,  to  no 
Purpofe.  Here  follows  what  Conful  de  Maillet  lays  on  this  Oc- 
eafion . 

‘  As  it  never  rains  in  Egypt,  particularly  in  the  upper  Part  of 

*  that  Country,  the  Source  of  the  Nile  mull  confequently  be  at  a 
4  conllderable  Diftance  from  it.  On  the  other  Hand,  as  ’tis  ex- 

*  tremely  difficult  to  advance  up  to  its  Sources,  on  Account  of 
4  the  Barbarity  of  the  Nations,  whofe  Countries  mull  necelfari- 
4  ly  be  travelled  through  ;  and  that  the  Advantages  arifing  from 
4  Traffick,  cannot  infpire  any  Perfon  with  Courage  enough  to 
A  undertake  thefe  dangerous  Journies,  fnce  no  Commodities  are 

*  found  in  them  ;  ’tis  no  Wonder  that  Authors,  being  very  little 

*  acquainted  with  thefe  unfrequented  Regions,  fhouid  have 

*  thought  and  writ  fo  varioufly  about  the  Sources  of  the  Nile. 
4  And  indeed,  when  we  read  what  the  Greek  and  Roman  Hifio- 

*  rians  relate  concerning  the  Origin  of  this  River,  one  would 

*  conclude  that  Ethiopia  was  wholly  inacceffible  and  unknown  in 
$  their  Days.  Neverthelefs  the  Romans ,  efpecially  after  their 

*  Conqueftof  Egypt ,  carried  on  the  War  as  far  as  Nubia,  which 

*  feparates  this  Country  from  Ethiopia  ;  and  they  might  eafily 
6  have  enquired  concerning  a  Nation  which  lay  fo  near  them.  X 
4  yet  pardon  them  for  not  knowing  the  Origin  of  the  Nile,  as  X 

*  iikewife  do  Ovid  for  fpeaking  thus  of  the  River  in  queftionP 

e  Nec  contigit  ulli 
5  Hoc  ‘vidijje  caput. 

1  TheSenfeis: 

The  Nile's  fam’d  Source  kill  undifcovered  lies. 

And  indeed,  what  Man  could  guefs  it’s  true  Source  ;  and  fix 
8  the  real  Place,  as  it  were,  of  it’s  Birth,  amid  an  hundred 
‘  thoufand  Springs  or  Rivulets,  formed  by  the  Rains,  which 

*  falls  with  an  akoniihing  Abundance,  during  the  whole  Seafon 
‘  that  the  Sun  is  perpendicular;  that  is,  from  the  Time  it  re- 

*  turns  towards  us,  from  the  Vernal  Equinox  to  the  Summer 

*  Solliice  ;  and  its  going  back,  by  returning  from  this  Point  t0" 
4  wards  its  Autumnal  Equinox  ?  In  the  vail  Extent  of  Country, 

‘  which 
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*  which  it  travels  over  during  thefe  fix  Months,  pouring  down 

*  Floods  of  Water,  from  its  rifmg  to  its  going  down  ;  in  a  Re- 
4  gion  where  every  Place  is  a  Lake,  a  Spring,  a  Rivulet  or 

*  River,  what  Man  could  be  able  to  difcover  its  true  Source  ; 
4  and  to  know  which  of  thefe,  pieferably  to  a  Million  of  others, 

we  ought  to  afcribe  the  Origin  of  a  River  that  is  fcarce  navi- 
i  gable  at  Sannar  *. 

But  fpite  of  the  Difficulties,  to  difcover  the  geographical 
4  Point  of  the  Nile's  Source,  Travellers  have  yet  ventured  to  af- 
c  fert  on  the  Credit  of  Ethiopians,  that  under  the  Line,  and 

*  near  the  Lake  Damhea ,  which  a  ITorfe  would  be  two  Days  in 

*  going  round  ;  from  two  neighbouring  Mountains,  on  which  two 

*  Cailles  flood,  two  large  Rivulets  defcend,  which  falling  into 

*  the  Plain,  unite  in  this  Lake,  whence  afterwards  iffues  that  fa- 
c  mous  River,  which  is  there  very  inconfiderable..  This  was 

even  confirmed  to  me  by  an  Armenian  Bifhop,  who  having 
*,  been  conducted  to  the  Ethiopian  Court,  had  obtained  leave 

*  from  the  Abyflinian  Monarch  to  vifit  the  Sources  of  the  Nile. 
4  Others  fix  the  Source  of  that  River  on  a  trembling  Hillock, 

*  furrounded  with  Mountains  ;  and  add,  that  the  Aperture, 

*  whence  it  bubbles  forth  with  Noife,  is  eight  or  ten  Foot  Dia¬ 
meter,  Finally  the  Portuguese  Jefuits,  fpeak  concerning  the 

*  Source  of  the  Nile  in  a  different  manner  from  other  Writers, 

*  and  yet  their  Accounts  bear  a  great  Affinity  to  what  they  tel! 
4  us  ;  they  fixing  it  on  an  Eminence  overfpread  with  Verdure, 

*  whence  iffue  two  mighty  Springs,  the  Depths  of  which  are  not 
4  known,  and  are  called  by  them  the  Eyes  of  the  Nile  ;  the  Eyes 
:  and  Sources  being  denoted  by  the  fame  Word  in  Arabic. 

4  Shall  I  give  you  (Sir)  naturally,  my  Opinion  with  refpeft  to 

*  thefe  different  Ways  of  accounting  for  the  Origin  of  the  Nile  ? 

*  I  confefs  that  I  believe  ’em  all  equally  imaginary  ;  and  am  per- 

*  ffiaded  that  the  foie  Defire  of  fixing  a  Thing  that  can  never  be 
4  fixed  ;  perhaps  to  embellifh  a  Relation  with  fome  typographic 
‘  cal  pefcription,  gave  Rife  to  thofe  Caftles  ;  to  thofe  verdant 

*  Eminences,  thofe  trembling  Hillocks  ;  to  thofe  founding  and 

*  capacious  Apertures  abovementioned.  A  Circumftance  gene- 

*  rally  known  is,  that  about  the  Middle  of  the  wide-extended 
s  Country,  comprehending  Ethiopia  ;  from  various  Mountains, 

‘  rife  a  numberlefs  Multitude  of  Springs,  formed  by  the  abun- 

*  dant  Rains  that  defcend  in  this  Country  ;  and  that  this  vafl 
Collection  of  .Rivulets  falls  into  tne  Lake  Dambea  abovemen- 

*  tioned  :  That  from  this  Lake  iffues  a  River,  which  flowing 
6  firfi  eaftward,  afierwards  bending  towards  the  South,  thence 

*  to  the  Weft,  and  afterwards  to  the  North,  includes,  in  a  com- 
4  plete  Circle,  the  Mountain?,  from  whence  moft  of  its  Waters 
j  defcend  :  That  this  River,  afterwards  watering  various  Pro- 


*  Dr.  Poncet  calls  it  Sennar. 
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*  vinces  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ethiopia ,  increafes  perpetually  in 
€  its  Progrefs  towards  the  Kingdom  of  Sennar  ;  receiving  in  its 

*  Courfe,  to  the  Right  and  Left,  a  great  number  of  other  Rivers, 

?  no  lefs  considerable  than  itfelf,  which  fall  in  Cafcades  ;  and  are 

*  formed,  in  like  Manner,  from  a  numberlefs  Multitude  of  Ri- 

*  vulets  and  Torrents  that  pour  from  other  Mountains,  near 

*  which  the  firft  River  flows.  That  arriving  at  laft  at  Sennar  ; 
e  and  advancing  towards  Gary  and  Dongola ,  the  two  principal 
€  Cities  of  Nubia ,  ftanding  on  that  River,  Stis  j'oined  by  other 

*  conüderable  Rivers  flowing  weft  ward,  particularly  by  a  large 

*  River  which  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Country  call  Bakarah'md , 

6  or  the  White  Sea ,  from  the  Whitenefs  of  the  Waters,  which 
&  doubtlefs  is  owing  to  the  Colour  of  the  Earth  dragged  along 
é  by  it.  Hence  we  may  naturally  conclude,  that  the  Nile  does 

*  not  rife  from  a  Angle  Spring  ;  and  that  its  Rife  is  not  on  the 

*  other  Side  of  the  Equinoctial. 

‘  I  cannot  forbear  mentioning,  on  this  Occaflon,  the  Parti- 
€  culars  told  me  by  an  Ethiopian  Eurk,  Jgi  Æi  *  by  Name» 
4  Agent  to  the  ÆyJJtnian  Monarch,  in  Egypt .  Sitting  one  Day 

*  with  him,  on  the  Banks  of  the  Nile ,  at  the  Foot  of  Old  Cairo  1 
6  and  confidering,  with  Surprize,  the  then  Shallownefs  of  its 
É  Waters,  (its  Bed  not  being,  in  Winter,  above  a  quarter  of  & 
Ê  League  wide  there  )  The  Ethiopian  perceiving  my  Aftonifhment» 
e  fpoke  thus  :  Seefl  thou  this  River  ?  ’Tis  doubtlefs  wonderful, 

*  that  the  numberlefs  Waters,  of  which  it  is  compofed  even  ac 

*  its  Rife,  and  which  increafe  conflderably  in  their  Courfe» 

*  fhould  here  be  reduced  to  fo  narrow  a  Compafs.  But  I  proteft 

*  to  thee  (before  Heaven)  that  there  are,  in  Ethiopia ,  an  hun- 
e  dred  Rivers  at  leak,  as  broad  and  full  as  that  berore  thee  » 
s  all  which  contribute  to  fwell  the  Nile ,  excluAve  of  the  White 
«  River  that  empties  itfelf  into  the  Nile ,  to  the  left,  two  or  three 

*  Days  journey  below  Sennar.  Thefe  feveral  Rivers,  indeed, 
€  fhrmk  prodigioufly  ;  are  fometimes  quite  dried  up,  in  barren 
e  Plains,  in  burning  Sands,  and  in  Abyffes  which  they  flow  o- 
«  ver,^  in  their  Courfe  from  Ethiopia ,  to  the  Mountains  of 

6  Nubia.  , 

*  I  {hall  likewife  obferve,  that  the  White  River  above¬ 
's  mentioned,  which  is  equally  conüderable  with  the  Nile ,  tho* 

É  its  Name  be  loft  when  it  falls  into  that  River,  flows  clofe  by 
<  ir,  quite  from  its  Rife  ",  accompanies  it,  in  its  Courfe,  to  the 

*  Diftance  of  twelve,  ftfteen,  and  twenty  Days  Jouiney  ;  when 
4  being  itfelf  increafed  by  the  continual  Rains,  which,  as  I  laid 
4  above,  fall,  from  the  Equinoctial  to  the  twentieth  Degree, 
«  during  near  Ax  Months,  at  laft  compotes,  with  it,  thole  pro- 
‘  digious  Quantities  of  Water,  which  have  occafioned  fo  many 
4  Difputes.  ’Tis  after  this  Junction,  that  the  Nile ,  having 


*  This,  I  fuppofe,  is  the  Per  fin  calk  dllo.fi- Nil,  by  Dr*  Poncet, 
See  Pag.  17%,  ‘ of  this  Work.  gained 
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l  £a*ned  fuch  vaft  Strength,  and  refembiing  a  Sea  rather  than 
a  River,  advances  Hill  forward,  with  Impetuofity,  towards  E- 

*  gypty  Subduing  all  the  Countries  which  would  oppofe  its  Paf- 
|  fage  ;  and  comes>  at  laft,  to  the  Paffes  of  thole  Mountains, 

which,  for  the  Space  of  eighteen  or  twenty  Days  Journey, 
feparate  Egypt  from  Nubia .  There  charging  with  Fury  all 
!  [?c}\  *i0.cks  as  ?PPofe  its  Courfe,  it  gives  them  Battle  an  hun- 
4  d.  Times  daily,  on  which  Occafion  the  Nile  ever  comes  off 
victorious  ;  and  forces  a  Paffage,  by  its  Rapidity,  thro’  thefe 
(  macceinble  Mountains.  Finally,  being  arrived  at  the  Fron- 

*  Pers,  Egypt*  Pr0ud  of  its  various  Conquefts,  but  fatigu'd 
,  b7,t  nem'  andihii  foaming  after  its  numberlefs  Fatigues,  it, 

at  lax,, _nnds  a  fmoother  Bed,  wherein  it  feems  to  unbend  af- 
t  ter  !-s  Tods  fetching  at  Eafe,  and  being  for  ever  accompa- 

s  n,u-  tbe  rl^Qt  and  *eit’  w^b  tbe  Mountains  it  has  fubdued, 
t  wf lCh  formed  to  open  in  order  to  make  Way  for  it.  From 

<  u  u\rhreen  obierVed  here,  ’twill  be  naturally  concluded 
,  the  hl!*  13  navigable  above  Egypt.  See  Defcription  de 
L  Lgypte  :  Lompofee  fur  les  Mémoires  de  M.  de  Maillet  &c 
‘  Pag-  3  8:  &  fil-  Methinks  what  Canful  de  Maillet  tells  u’s  here  - 
conceiti  ng  the  Origin  of  the  Nile,  feems  quite  probable  ;  fo  thar 
it  may  perhaps  be  to  no  Purpofe  to  feek  for  any  other  Caufe  of 

;  excef‘.re  8ams  he  <Peaks  of.  Travellers  have 

«  °b,erved  (as  was  hinted  elfewhere)  that  in  the  Beginning  of 

«  ‘wSXhé  T0  e" '  Ra,'nS  u iWayS  fa0  in  Countries  fnuated£>be- 
«  r  ",  "P  .^«by  the  Lowdandsare  overflowed  ;  and 

.  ekT  ^lief.S  lVl'.ch  ri,e  or  flow  between  theTropics  have  this 
«  fdT  tbey  breaking  their  Bounds  every  Year  ;  overflowing 
the  Lands  in  them  Progrefs  to  the  Seat  and  having  be- 
hind  them  a  prolific  Mud  like  that  of  the  Nile,  which  creates 
van  Fertility.  A  Cncumftance  which  perfuaded  me  fullv 

‘  !î;  Fh  t  MaWetp  right  in  his  Conjeâures,  is  a  Paffag- 
which  the  Reader  will  meet  with  in  the  Sequel  of  this  Work 

«  ZT  'dA t  0m  Tner  Marty’s  fecond  Letter  to  Father  de  Vil 
.  P'S  f  "  F  0WS;  hi£h  m*ds  are  the  Forerunner, 

t  J  *be  Rains  that  fall  on  the  Weftern  Coa/l  -of  India 

and  on  the  Mountain s  of  Malabar  ;  and  they  give  Rife  to  the 
,  Loioran,  (a  very  large  Rimer  J  which  fid?  throughout  the 

‘  daSf^i0Ur’  Madura’  Tanjaour,  and  Choren-Mao- 

«  fyyjffyy  exya  th*fi  «  **./«**,  as  X 

°-/P  '  f  fi,  ^«dation  of  the  Nile.  The  Rimer  conti¬ 

nuing  dty  ;  toe  Inhabitants  dreaded  a  general  Famine,  &c.s 


To 
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To  the  Jesuits*^  FR  ANCE,  * 
Reverend  Fathers , 

MANY  judicious  Per  Jons  are  of  Opinion ,  that 
I  have  not  yet  addrejjed  any  Collection  of  Let¬ 
ters  to  you,  more  inftruCtive  and  entertaining  than  the 
following .  You'll  there  fee  many  of  our  JVEffionaries 

labouring ,  10  China  Eaft  Weft  Indies* 

with  the  utmoft  Courage  and  Chearfulnefs ,  to  which 
we  hope  Heaven  will  at  laft  give  Succefs  ;  and  the 
learned  will  have  the  Satisfaction  of  meeting  with  a 
great  Number  of  fingular  Remarks  on  different  Subjects . 

But  as  the  Account  given  of  California  f  is  the  new « 
eft  and  moft  curious  Part  of  this  Collection  ;  in  order 
that  the  Public  might  not  be  ignorant  of  what  we  have 
been  able  to  learn  hitherto ,  concerning  a  Country ,  of 
which  no  Hiftory  that  1  know  off  has  yet  been  writ  5 
I  thought  proper  to  add  a  fuccinCt  Relation  of  the ■  Au 

*  Vol.  V.  of  the  Original  begins  here. 

4  As  this  Relation  of  the  Jefuits  concerning  California ,  was 
known  in  Europe  fo  early  as  170^,  ’tis  furprizing  that  Mr.  No- 
blot.  Author  of  the  Géographie  JJ ni<v  erf  elle ,  a  Work  in  6  Vol, 
1 2 mo.  dedicated  to  the  late  Regent  of  France  (the  Duke  of  Or¬ 
leans)  fhould  not  have  met  with  it,  but  hill  have  been  of  O- 
pinion  that  California  is  an  Illand,  and  for  that  Purpofe  quotes 
the  following  Authority  of  a  Writer  on  Geography.  <£  It  has 
,ç<:  long  been  a  Doubt  (fays  Noblot ,  from  Corneille'1  s  Geographi¬ 
cal  Dictionary)  whether  this  Country  joins  to  the  Continent 
of  North  America ,  or  is  feparated  by  fome  Streight  ;  but  Peo- 
pie  are  now  perfuaded  that  California  is  an  Illand”.  See 
Géographie  Univerfelle,  by  Nob  lot,  'Tom.  V.  p.  592.  Paris ,  1725, 
ï  2 mo.  I  lhall  obferve,  by  the  way,  that  Noblot  feems  too  cre¬ 
dulous  a  Writer,  he  having  larded  his  Work  with  a  great  many 
Particulars  drawn  from  Travellers,  whofe  only  View  was  to  ex¬ 
cite  the  Wonder  and  Ahonilhment  of  their  Readers,  at  the  Ex¬ 
pence  of  Truth  and  good  Seule  ;  a  Practice  for  which  the  hrR 
Inventors  of  thofe  Fictions  merit  the  fharpefl  Cenfure,  as  the 
laying  them  before  the  Reader  is  often  the  higheft  Affront  to 
his  Underftanding,  and  the  Ipreading  them  may  be  of  the. 
greatelt  Difadvantage  to  Society. 
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temps  which  have  been  made ,  /<?  //^5  to  en¬ 

ter  that  vaft  Country  ;  and  the  Manner  how  our  Mif 
fionaries  difccvered  very  lately ,  that  California  joins  to 
the  Continent  of  America  ;  and  is  not  an  IJland^  as 
our  modern  Geographers  had  always  imagined 

'  /  '  fbe 

*  If  California ,  or  the  Countries  farther  weftward,  or  to  the 
North- weft,  fhould  join  to  Eaftem  Tartary ,  or  fome  Country  in 
thofe  Parts,  the  firft  peopling  of  America  could  eafily  be  ac¬ 
counted  for,  and  confequently  a  Multitude  of  Conje&ures  muft 
have  been  made  on  that  Subject  to  no  Purpofe.  Among  thefe, 
one  of  the  moil  fmgular  ones  is  that  I  met  with  in  the  Travels 
of  Father  Avril,  which  he  informs  us  was  told  him  by  a  learn¬ 
ed  Vaivod  of  Smolensko.  “  On  the  other  Side  of  the  Fiver  O- 
tti  by ,  is  a  large  River  called  Kavjoina ,  in  which  another  called 
<£  Lena *  at  the  Mouth  of  the  firft,  which  empties  itfelf  into  the 
“  Frozen  Sea ,  is  found  a  large  and  very  populous  llland,  fa- 
<e  mous  for  the  hunting  of  the  Behemoth,  an  amphibious  Ani- 
“  mal,  whole  Teeth  are  greatly  efteemed.  The  Inhabitants  go 
“  often  to  the  Shores  of  this  Frozen  Sea ,  to  chafe  this  Mon- 
“  Aer  i  and  as  this  Sport  takes  up  a  long  Time,  they  common» 
<c  ly  take  their  whole  Families  with  them.  Now  it  happens  fre- 
<e  quently  enough,  that  a  Thaw  coming  unexpectedly,  they 
-£  are  carried  I  know  not  whither,  on  vaft  Pieces  of  Ice,  which 
“  break  away  one  from  the  other.  With  regard  to  myfelf  (add- 
“  ed  the  Vaivod)  I  don’t  doubt  but-that  many  of  thofe  Hunters 
“  have  been  carried,  on  thefe  floating  Illands,  towards  the  molt 
“  northern  Point  of  A?nerica ,  which  is  not  very  far  diftant  from 
**  that  Part  of  A  fia,  whofe  extremity  reaches  to  the  Sea  of  Tar- 
“  tary  ;  and,  a  Circumftance  which  confirms  me  in  this  Opink 
£(  nion,  is,  that  the  Americans  who  inhabit  the  Country  fitua- 
S£  ted  fartheft  on  that  Side  towards  the  Sea,  very  much  refem- 
“  ble  thefe  Iflanders,  who  by  their  immoderate  Thirft  of  Gain* 
thus  run  the  Hazard  of  being  carried,  in  the  manner  de- 
t£  fcribed  above,  into  a  foreign  Country”.  To  thefe  Conjec¬ 
tures  we  may  add,  (fays  Father  Avril)  that  there  are  in  that 
Part  of  America  hinted  at  here,  many  Animals  which  are  very 
common  in  Muficovy,  and  particularly  Beavers,  which  poflibly 
might  have  been  carried  into  America  in  like  manner.  This 
Conje&ure  appears  to  me  more  probable,  as  we  daily  fee  in  Po¬ 
land  mighty  Pieces  of  Ice,  whofe  Bulk  does  not  diminilh  very 
much,  during  their  Paftage  from  Warfiavj  into  the  Baltick.  But 
to  know  this  Matter  with  ftill  greater  Certainty,-  it  would  be 
proper  to  enquire  into  the  Languages  of  the  two  Nations,  whofe 
Refemblance,  in  Feature,  is  fo  very  great  ;  for  Ihould  there  be 
smy  Affinity  between  thefe,  methinks  all  Doubt,  with  regard  to 

this 
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The  Spaniards  had  fame  Knowledge  of  California* 
from  the  Time  they  conquered  Mexico,,  to  which  they 
garue  the  Name  of  New  Spain.  Ferdinand  Cortez5 
Marquis  del  Valle,  Jo  famous  for  his  Exploits ,  having 
ended  that  firft  Enterprize  fa  honourably  to  the  Spanifh 
Name ,  prepared  a  Fleet  in  Hopes  of  feizing  upon  a 
Country  which  was  thought  one  of  the  richeft  in  the 
World  *.  'Twas  a  noble  Project,  and  mufi  have  been 
exceedingly  advantageous ,  had  he  been  fuccefsful  enough 
to  put  it  in  Execution ,  but  he  was  not  allow'd  Time 
for  it .  Phis  great  Man  +  was  obliged  to  return  fud- 
denly  to  Mexico  ;  his  Prefence  being  necejfary  to  check 
the  Commotions  with  which  that  Country  was  menaced . 
For  this  Re  afin  he  was  oblig'd  to  lay  afide  all  Thoughts 
of  California,  tho 5  he  was  invited  to  it ,  efpecially  by 
the  immenfe  Profit  it  was  imagined  he  would  reap  from 
the  Pearl-  Fifhery,  carried  on  along  its  Co  aft s.  From 
that  Time,  the  Spaniards  have  often  attempted  to  pofa 
fiefs  themf elves  of  it  ;  but  whether  they  had  not  taken 
proper  Meafures  for  well  fettling  their  Colonies  ;  or , 
had  not  afterwards  fupported  them ,  5tis  certain  that 
all  their  Defigns  had  been  defeated ,  which  made  them 
entirely  abandon  that  Country, when  Charles  II.  of  Spain, 
animated  by  a  holy  Zeal  J,  gave  Orders  for  fending 
Mijfionaries  thither ,  in  the  View  of  converting  thofe 
Heathens  ;  and  for  eftablifhing ,  if  po fable,  a  folid  Cor - 
refpondence  with  them . 

tliis  Sub] eel,  would  be  at  once  removed.  Voyage  en  divers  états 
d  Europe,  et  d1  Aile.  Enterpris  pour  découvrir  un  nouveau, 
chenîin  à  la  Chine.  Par  le  Pere  Avril,  pag.  2ïo,  21 1,  212. 
Paris,  1692,  4 to. 

*  Cortez  is  laid  to  have  firft  difeovered  California ,  in  133^. 

-f-  Many  Perlons  don’t  view  Cortez  in  the  fame  Light  with 
our  Jefuit  ;  but  ra.ther  as  an  illuftrious  Villain,  confidering  the 
many  horrid  Injuries  he  did  the  Mexicans. 

t  ’Tis  well  known,  that  the  pretended  Piety  of  Monarchs 
on  thefe  Occafions,  is  generally  no  more  than  a  Defire  they  have 
to  acquire  Wealth  ;  thereby  to  aggrandize  their  own  Power,  at 
the  Expence  of  the  common  People,  whofe  Countries  they  en¬ 
deavour  to  fubdue  ;  at  leaft  to  procure  Settlements  in  them. 

Accord - 
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Accordingly  Marquis  de  /rz  Laguna,  at  that  time  Vice¬ 
roy  of  Mexico,  fern  thither  the  Admiral  Bon  Ifidoro 
de  Atondo,  with  two  Frigates ,  an  Advice  Boat ,  and 
all  Things  neceffary  for  fettling  a  Colony  in  that  Country „ 
Thefe  Ships  fail'd ,  from  the  Fort  of  Chalaca  in  New 
Galicia,  the  eighteenth  of  January  1683,  and  arriv'd 
at  the  Fort  of  our  Lady  of  Peace  in  California^ 
the  thirtieth  of  March  of  the  fame  Tear .  They  built 
a  Fort  here ,  and  Fathers  Matthias  Gogni,  and 
Eufebius  Francis  Kino,  Jefuits,  began  to  preach . 
But  this  Settlement ,  from  which  fuch  mighty  Things 
had  been  expelled,  was  not  more  happy  than  the  former 
ones  *,  fo  that  our  Miffonaries  were  obliged ,  fome  Tims 
after ,  to  leave  California,  to  retire  into  the  Pro¬ 
vinces  of  Cinaloa  and  Sonora  J-,  where  the  Faith , 
during  fome  Tears ,  rz  furprizing  Progrefs. 

The  Return  of  the  Fathers  Gogni  and  Kino,  great¬ 
ly  afflicted  Father  John  Maria  de  Salvatierra,  a  MiJa- 
neze  Je  fuit,  who  was  labouring  very  zealoujly  at  the 
Converfion  of  the  Indians  of  the  Province  of  Taro- 
mara,  called  by  the  Spaniards  New  Bifcay .  One  Bay , 
as  he  was  reflecting  with  Grief  on  the  numberlefs  Na¬ 
tions  who  were  daily  perijhing ,  in  thofe  wide-extended 
Countries ,  for  want  of  InftruClion  and  Succour ,  he 
was  jlrongly  infpired  to  devote  himfelf  to  the  Mijflon  of 
California,  and  preach  the  G  of  pel  again  in  that  Coun¬ 
try.  But  tho  he  was  fo  extremely  dejirous  of  following 
the  Voice  which  then  called  him ,  he  yet  could  not  in¬ 
dulge  his  Wijhes  on  that  Occafion  ;  his  Superiors  re¬ 
moving  him  from  his  Mijflon ,  and  appointing  him  Head 
of  the  College  of  G uadalaxara,  and  afterwards  of  that 
oj  1  epotzodan,  and  Director  of  the  Novices  in  the 
Province  of  Mexico.  The'  thefe  different  Employ¬ 
ments  feemed  to-  fruflr ate  the  Deflgn  with  which  Hea¬ 
ven  had  infpired  him ,  he  yet  did  not  lofe  Sight  of  it  ; 

i  fuppofe  this  is  the  Port  de  la  Paz,  as  it  is  called  in  our 
IVIaps,  to  the  South-call  of  (it  ah  form  a. 

f  1  'hefe  are  in  Mexico,  aim  oft  oppofite  to  California. 


on 
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on  the  contrary ,  ^  took  all  the  Steps  necejjary  for  ex- 
ecuting  fo  difficult  an  Enterprize  ;  and  had  the  Honour 
to  difcourfe  frequently  about  it  with  the  Dutchefs  of 
SeiTa,  and  Count  de  Montezuma,  her  Hujband , 
Succefor  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Laguna,  as  Viceroy  of 
New  Spain. 

This  County  who  has  lately  been  raifed  to  great  Ho- 
murs  by  his  Catholic  Majefty ,  for  the  important  Ser¬ 
vices  done  by  him ,  both  to  Religion  and  the  State ,  ap¬ 
plauded  Father  SalvatierraV  Defign ,  and  promifed  to 
obtain  the  Approbation  of  his  Sovereign.  On  thefe 
AJfurances ,  the  Father  began  to  aCl  without  fearing 
any  of  the  Obftacles  which  prefented  themfelves .  Thefe 
were  confiderable ,  ftnce ,  to  fucceed  in  an  Enterprize 
which  had  fo  frequently  mifcarried ,  it  was  necejfary , 
not  only  to  fettle  a  new  Spanifh  Colony  in  California,- 
and  to  fupport  it  ;  but  alfo  to  provide  Ships  for  carry¬ 
ing  the  necejfary  Prov  fions  thither  ;  and  afterwards 
preferve  an  open  and  free  Correfpondence  with  Mexico, 
without  which  it  would  be  abfilutely  impojfble  for  the 
nevo  Colony  to  fubffl.  Thefe  Difficulties ,  and  many  o- 
thers  which  I  forbear  to  mention ,  would  have  been 
judged  infuperable  to  any  Man ,  except  one  who  relied 
much  more  on  the  Protection  of  Heaven  than  on  the 
Affiftance  of  Men.  He  was  not  deceived  in  his  Ex¬ 
pectations  \  for  Don  John  Cavallero  y  Ocio,  Com- 
mffiary  of  the  Inquifition  and  of  the  Crufade ,  to  whom 
he  communicated  his  Defign ,  promifed  to  affift  him  \  and 
Don  Pedro  Gil  de  la  Sierpé,  Treafurer  of  the  Port 
of  Acapulco,  engaged  to  furnifh  him  with  Ships . 

Father  Salvatierra,  being  ajjured  of  thefe  Succours , 
fet  out  for  the  Provinces  of  Cinaloa,  Sonora,  and 
Taromara,  in  fearch  of  Miffionaries  and  other  worthy 
Per  fins  to  form  this  Colony .  In  his  Journey  he  tra¬ 
velled  over  the  Mountains  of  Cinipas  and  Guazaperez, 
tnoft  of  whofe  Inhabitants  he  had  formerly  converted . 
Thefe  Chriftians,  who  confidered  him  as  their  Father , 
received  him  with  the  highefi  Demonjlrations  of  Joy , 

which 
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which  however  was  turned  to  the  deepeft  Sorrow ,  when 
they  found  that  he  was  only  travelling  thro ’  their  Coun¬ 
try.  After  having  exhorted  them  to  lead  a  devout  and 
innocent  Life ,  he  was  coming  down  their  Mountains , 
in  order  to  take  Shipping ,  when  Advice  was  brought , 
that  the  Nations  of  the  Province  of  Taromara,  who 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  abandon  their  old  Super - 
ftitions ,  had  juft  before  taken  up  Arms >  ^ 

Refolution  to  extirpate  the  Spaniards,  #//  fuch  of 
their  Countrymen  as  were  Chriftians. 

This  unforefeen  Infur  re  cl  ion  difconcerted  the  Beftgns 
of  Father  Salvaticrra  ;  and  defeated  moft  of  the  Mea - 
fures  he  had  taken  for  his  Voyage  to  California. /  Fa¬ 
ther  Kino,  who  was  to  bear  him  Company ,  wrote  him 
W ord ,  that  it  would  not  be  proper  for  him  to  leave  his 
Miffton  of  Sonora  in  fo  delicate  a  Conjuncture.  Many 
Perfons  who  had  agreed  to  go  with  him  into  California, 
and  affift  in  fettling  this  new  Colony,  were  ft  opt  by  this 
InfurreClion ,  which  gave  the  Spaniards  great  Une  aft- 
nefs  ;  fo  that  he  now  was  abandon'd  by  mb  ft  of  the fe 
on  whom  he  chiefly  relied. 

!  :  How  ever,  thefe  fever al  Obft  actes  could  not  quite 

difpirit  him  ;  therefore ,  the  Infant  he  heard  that  the 
Ships  furnifhed  by  the  Freaftrer  of  Acapulco  were  ar¬ 
rived  on  the  Coafts  of  Cinaloa,  he  went  thither ,  and 
embarked  the  10th  of  Odober,  1697.  He  fit  fail 
on  the  Morrow  ;  and  after  encountring  fever  al  Ban¬ 
gers,  during  two  Bays „  the  Ship  on  which  he  was 
aboard  arrived  in  Sight  of  California,  oppofite  to  the 
Mountains  called '  The  Virgins.  Fhey  landed  at  the 
Bay  of  Conception,  where  Father  Salvatierra  faid 
Mafs  ;  but  this  not  being  judged  a  convenient  Situa¬ 
tion,  they  made  no  Stay  there,  nor  a,t  St.  Bruno,  where 
they  found  only  fait  Water.  Laftly,  after  c aft ing  An¬ 
chor  before  the  Ifland  Coronados,  they  landed  the  1 8th 
of  Odober  at  a  Place  called  Concho.  The  Father 
and  his  Companions  gave  the  Indians  the  higheft  Fefti- 
monies  of  Friendship ,  to  which  thefe  feemed ,  at  fir  ft, 
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to  make  the  ftncereft  Returns  ;  but  this  was  only  with  a 
Defign  of  furprizing  the  Spaniards,  and  cutting  them 
to  Pieces ,  which  they  would  certainly  have  done ,  had 
not  their  treachery  been  difcovered  and  punifhed . 
9Ywas  no  j mall  Confolation  to  Father  de  Sal  va  tier  ra5 
who  did  not  expect  to  have  a  Companion  for  many 
Years,  to  fee  arrive ,  foon  after  him ,  Father  Picolo, 
an  old  Mffwnary  of  the  Province  of  Taromara,  a 
P  erf  on  eminent  for  his  Virtues  and  his  Zeal.  Yhefe 
two  apoftolical  Men ,  who ,  by  long  Experience ,  were 
become  very  skilful  in  their  Miniftry ,  began  then  to  la¬ 
bour  vigoroujly  at  the  Converjion  of  the  Californians. 

Yhe  Relation  1  here  fend  you,  and  which  forms  one  of 
the  chief  Parts  of  this  Collection,  will  tell  you  the 
Blejfings  Heaven  has  been  pleafed  to  beftow  on  their  En¬ 
deavours.  FatherPico\o ,  above-mentioned ,  drew  it  up  by 
the  exprefs  Order  of  the  royal  Council  of  Guadalaxara, 
to  whom  it  was  pre fente d  the  lothof  February,  1702. 

King  Philip  V.  being  told ,  upon  his  Acceffion  to  the 
Yhrone ,  of  the  Progrefs  which  the  Gofpel  made  in  Ca¬ 
lifornia,  wrote  immediately  about  it  to  the  Archbijhop 
of  Mexico,  who  was  Viceroy  and  Captain-General  of 
New  Spain,  3 till  fuch  Yime  as  a  new  Viceroy  fhould  be 
appointed,  in  the  Room  of  Count  de  Montezuma.  The 
Catholic  King's  Letter  is  dated  at  Madrid,  the  lyth 
of  July,  1701.  He  therein  obferves  to  the  Prelate, 
that  being  informed,  by  the  Letters  of  Count  de  Mon¬ 
tezuma  his  ' Predecejjor ,  of  the  Succefs  which  Heaven 
was  pleafed  to  beftow  on  the  Labours  of  the  Jefuits, 
both  in  their  Miffions  of  the  Provinces  of  Cinaloa,,  of 
Sonora,  and  New  Bifcay,  and  in  thofe  lately  eftablifh-  | 
ed  by  them  in  the  wide-extended  Country  of  California, 
his  Majefty  defires  that  thofe  Miffions  may  be  protected 
andincreafed,  for  the  Glory  of  the  Church,  and  the  Salva¬ 
tion  of  Mens  Souls  ;  and ,  for  this  Purpofe,  commands , 
that  over  and  above  what  is  given  in  his  Pdame,  to¬ 
wards  the  Miffions' of  Cinaloa,  Sonora,  and  New  Bif¬ 
cay  ;  the  proper  Ferions  may  likewife  fur nifh  whatever 
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is  neceffary  for  the  new  Miffion  of  California.  He 
further  requires,  that  an  exabt  State  of  its  prefent  Con¬ 
dition  be  fent  to  him  -,  as  likewife  of  the  feveral  Expe¬ 
dients  which  might  be  employed,  not  only  for  fuppor'tin ° 
a  Work  fo  advantageous  to  both  Church  and  State  -,  but 
for  Jlrengthning  and  improving  it  as  much  as  poffible. 

But  farther.  His  PAajefty,  as  a  Proof  how  ftrong- 
ly  defirous  he  is  of  the  Converfion  of  the  People  in 
queftion,  ends  his  Letter  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Mexico, 
in  manner  following.  “  I  command  you  to  give  the 
neceffary  Orders,  that  the  Succours  I  mentioned  may 
“  begot  ready  with  all  poffible  Diligence  ;  and  that  the 
Jefuits  may  proceed  m  their  Enterprise  with  the 
"  “  fame  Vigour  as  they  began  it.  I  likewife  command 
you  to  thank,  in  my  Name,  all  fuch  pious  Perfons 
“  as  have  contributed,  by  their  Alms ,  to  the  firft  efta- 
“  blifkment  of  thefe  Miffions  -,  and  to  tell  them,  that  1 
“  am  touch'd  with  the  Zeal  they  difcover  for  the  Pro- 
“  pagation  of  the  Gofpel,  and  the  Service  they  have 
'  “  done  me  on  this  Occofion.  Urge  them,  by  my  Exam- 
•  “  pie,  to  contribute  fill  more  to  a  Work,  fo  holy  in  its 
“  Nature,  and  fo  agreeable  to  Heaven With  this 
Letter  his  Majefty  fent  another  to  the  royal  Council  of 
I  Guadalaxara,  on  which  thefe  Miffions  depend. 

But  whilft  Fathers  de  Salvatierra  and  Picolo 
|  were  thus  labouring  about  the  Middle  of  California,  whi- 
'  ther  they  went  by  Sea,  Providence  fo  ordered  it,  that 
I  Father  Kino,  a  German  Je  fuit,  attempted  to  difcover 
a  new  W ay  thither,  northward,  by  Land. 

This  is  the  Father  above-mentioned,  who  entering 
!  California  in  1683,  in  order  to  preach  the  Gofpel 
'  there,  was  obliged  to  quit  it,  with  the  Spaniards 
;  feme  Time  after.  Being  follicitous  of  making  new 
Conquefts  every  Year  in  the  Kingdom  of  Chrift,  he  ad¬ 
vanced,  in  1698,  northward  along  the  Sea,  as  far  as 
1  the  Mountain  of  Sanfta  Clara.  There,  obfervim  that 
the  Sea  ran  from  Eaft  to  Weft  ;  inftead  of  Mowing 
its  Cour fe  farther,  he  entered  the  Country  ;  when  tra- 
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veiling  always  from  South-Eafi  to  North-Weft ,  he  dift 
covered ,  in  1 699,  the  Banks  of  the  Rio  azul,  or  blue 
River ,  which  after  receiving  the  Waters  of  the  River 
Hila,  runs  and  difcharges  its  own  from  Eaft  to  Weft) 
into  the  great  River  Colorado,  or  of  the  North .  He 
crofs'd  the  blue  River  ;  and  in  1 700,  arriv'd  near  the 
River  Colorado,  when  crofting  it ,  he  was  greatly  fur - 
priz'd^  in  1701,  to  find  himfelf  in  California;  and 
to  hear  that ,  about  thirty  or  forty  Leagues  from  the 
Place  where  he  then  was ,  tbe  Colorado,  after  form - 
ing  a  Bay  of  a  pretty  long  Extent ,  empties  itfelf  into 
the  Sea ,  00  Eajlern  Side  of  California,  which 
thereby  appears  to  be  feparated  from  America,  only  by 
this  River  *. 

<The  Progrefs  of  this  Difcovery  is  feen  in  a  very  fen - 
fible  Manner ,  *0  Mzp  f  lately  drawn  by  Father 
Kino,  who  is  very  well  skill'd  in  the  Mathematicks. 
Father  Bartholomew  Alcazan,  who  teaches  thofe  Sci¬ 
ences  in  the  Imperial  College  at  Madrid,  was  pleas' d 
to  communicate  it  to  us ,  together  with  that  of  the  new 
Philippine  Iftands  1  another  Difcovery  of  no  lefs  Im » 
portance  than  that  in  queftion 9  and  which  I  alfo  will 
fend  you, 

1  am,  &c. 

Le  Gobien. 


*  According  to  this  Account,  tîie  Form  of  California  fliould 
be  altered  in  Moll's,  and  other  Maps,  and  not  be  drawn  as  an 
Hand.  ’Tis  great  Pity,  that  as  the  Jefuits  have  fo  many  Op¬ 
portunities  of  making  Difcoveries,  they  fhould  not  alvvays  give 
ns  fuch  Accounts,  as  may  be  depended  upon.  But  ’tis  often 
their  Intereft,  I  fuppofe,  not  to  be  faithful  in  Defcriptions. 
f  This  Map  is  inferted  here. 
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Father  Peter  Martin,  to  Father  Le 

Gobien. 


Cami en-  naken-patty,  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Madura ,  l  June,  17 go* 

Reverend  Father , 

I  Embarked  at  Pondicheri ,  about  the  End  of  Sep- 
temher ,  1699,  on  board  a  French  Man  of  War* 
commanded  by  Chevalier  des  Augers ,  who  headed 
a  fmall  Squadron,  and  very  obligingly  offered  to 
land  me  on  the  Coaft  of  Fravancor.  Had  the  Wind 
been  favourable,  we  might  have  been  able  to  double 
Cape  Comorin  in  fifteen  or  twenty  Days  1  but  ic  was 
fo  contrary  that  we  were  obliged,  during  a  Month 
to  combat  with  Storms.  To  add  to  our  Misfortunes* 
our  Ship’s  Company  began  to  be  indifpos’d  again  • 
they  not.  being  perfedly  recovered  of  the  Sicknefs 
with  which  they  had  been  afflifted  in  Tdegr ailles  ^ 
However,  we  loft  but  fix  or  feven  Perfons,  which 
was  owing  to  the  Care  Mr.  des  Augers  took  of  the 
Sick,  who  were  furnifh’d  with  all  Things  neceffary* 
This  Officer,  who  was  diftinguifhed  for  his  Piety 
no  lefs  than  for  his  Valour,  took  equal  Care  both  of 
Soul  and  Body  ;  fo  that  the  Feaft  of  All-Saints  hap- 
pening  in  our  Voyage,  he  perform’d  his  Devotions; 
and  gave  me  the  Confolation  to  fee  almoft  the  whole 
Ship  s  Company,  whether  lick  or  well,  join  in  them* 
In  fine,  after  failing  forty  Days,  we  difcovered  the 
Mountains  of  Cape  Comorin,  which  the  firft  Voyages 

undertaken  by  the  Portugueze  have  render’d  fo  fa¬ 
mous. 

I  intended  to  land  there,  but  a  much  ftronger 
-rale  riling  in  the  Night,  we  found,  next  Morning* 

*  dn  IJland ,  near  the  Coajl  of  Pegu, 
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that  we  had  gone  upwards  of  fifteen  Leagues  above 
the  Cape.  Tho’  the  Coaft  was  all  woody,  and  we 
could  not  fee  fo  much  as  one  Habitation,  I  defired 
Chevalier  des  Augers  to  land  me  with  two  of  our 
Fathers,  (an  Italian  and  a  Portugueze)  who  alfo  were 
going  to  Hravancor ,  to  defire  Leave  to  engage  in 
the  Million  of  Madura.  The  Chevalier  was  fogood 
as  to  fend  out  the  Pinnace  mann’d,  to  defend  us,  if 
neceffary,  againft  the  Pirates,  who  ufuaîiy  infefl 
thefe  Coafls.  Being  not  much  above  three  Leagues 
from  Shore,  we  imagin’d  it  would  be  eafy  for  us  to 
land  ,  but  found  this  the  more  difficult  the  nearer 
we  drove  to  Shore.  The  Ocean  broke  round  us 
with  great  Impetuofi ty,  and  we  cou’d  not  fee  any 
Place  where  we  might  land  with  Safety  ;  fo  that  the 
Officer  (the  Chevalier’s  Nephew)  who  commanded 
the  Pinnace,  wou’d  have  carry’d  us  back  to  the 
Ship,  had  he  not  fpied,  after  coafting  feveral 
Leagues,  a  pretty  thick  Smoke  in  the  Woods  ;  and, 
a  little  after,  a  Fifherman  fitting  on  a  Catimaron, 
or  feveral  thick  Pieces  of  Wood  faflened  together 
in  Form  of  a  Raft. 

As  this  Fifherman  fuffer’d  himfelf  and  his  Nets 
to  be  carry’d  at  the  Pleafure  of  the  Waves,  we  made 
cjiredbly  towards  him  ;  and  tho’  he  did  his  utmofl 
to  ffiun  us,  imagining  we  were  Pirates,  we  never- 
thelefs  foon  got  fo  near,  that  he  was  forc’d  to  come 
up  to  us.  However,  his  Fears  chang’d  into  extra¬ 
ordinary  Emotions  of  Joy,  when  he  perceiv’d,  in 
our  Pinnace,  three  Fathers  like  to  thofc  who  fuper* 
intend  the  Chriftians  on  the  Coaft  of  Malabar  ; 
and  faw  me  prefent  him  a  Pair  of  Beads.  He 
kifs’d  them  over  and  over,  often  making  the  Sign  of 
the  Crofs,  whence  we  found  this  honed:  Man  was  a 
Chrijlian.  He  faid,  that  we  mud:  cad:  Anchor  at 
the  very  Place  we  were  then  at  ;  for  that  our  Pin¬ 
nace  would  certainly  be  ftav’d  to  Pieces,  in  cafe  we 
ventur’d  nearer  the  Shore.  He  told  üs,  that  in 

the 
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Place  where  we  faw  Smoke,  there  was  a  little  Town, 
moft  of  whofe  Inhabitants  were  Chriftians  \  that  he 
himfelf  would  go  and  inform  them  of  our  Arrival, 
and  that  they  would  gladly  put  out  a  Boat  to  fetch 
us.  This  they  did  foon  after,  we  perceiving  lève¬ 
rai  Men  come  out  of  the  Wood,  and  put  to  Sea  in 
a  Canoo,  each  Side  of  which  was  fupported  by 
Rafts,  to  prevent  its  overturning.  This  Precaution 
was  neceffary,  for  otherwife,  we  fhould  never  have 
dared  to  venture  in  fo  crazy  a  Veffel.  This  Canoo 
was  only  the  Bark  of  a  Tree,  eight  or  ten  Foot 
long,  and  two  Foot  wide,  fo  that  our  Feet  trembled 
as  we  were  ftepping  into  it.  Once  it  turn’d  on  a 
fudden  ;  but,  happily,  there  were  only  fome  Çloaths 
in  it,  which  indeed  were  fpoil’d.  In  fine,  I  can 
■affirm,  that-tho’  I  have  been  expos’d  to  very  great 
Perils  in  the  Mediterranean ,  the  Black  Sea ,  and  that 
of  Indîa^  I  yet  was  never  in  greater  Danger  of  lo- 
fng  my  Life  than  at  this  Time.  As  we  drew  near 
the  Shore  in  the  Canoo,  one  after  another,  the 
good  People  who  were  come  to  meet  us,  plunged 
into  the  Water  ;  when  carrying  off  at  once  the  Vef- 
fd,  the  Pilot,  and  the  Miffionary,  they  convey’d 
us  to  the  Strand  upon  their  Shoulders.  In  this  man¬ 
ner  we  landed  at  Fravancor . 

Being  all  three  on  Shore,  we  fell  on  our  Knees, 
and  thanked  the  Almighty  for  having  preferved  us, 
and  then  kifs’d  the  Ground  which  had  formerly  been 
fandified  by  St.  Francis  Xavier .  Tho’  ’twas  but 
about  Noon,  yet  the  Sun  had  already  fcorched  the 
Sands  on  which  we  were  forced  to  walk  -,  and  thefe 
were  fo  vaftly  hot,  that  they  foon  grew  infupporta- 
ble.  As  we  felt  more  and  more  Pain  every  Step 
we  took,  it  at  laft  grew  fo  violent,  that  we  were 
forc’d  to  take  our  Hats  off,  and  put  them,  for  fome 
Time,  under  our  Feet,  to  prevent  their  being  quite 
burnt.  But  this  eafng  of  our  beet,  made  it  very 
painful  to  our  Heads,  as  you  will,  naturally  imagine. 

A  a  4  And 
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And  now  the  Indians ,  our  Guides,  perceiving  that 
we  were  a! mod:  fpent,  (truck  into  a  Wood  ;  but 
here  we  met  with  nothing  except  Brambles  and  Bri¬ 
ars,  which  (tuck  in  our  Feet,  and  tore  our  Legs. 
The  Italian  Father,  who  was  but  lately  recovered 
from  a  Fit  of  Sicknefs,  fuffePd  much  more  than 
my  Companion  and  L  To  conclude,  after  eroding 
the  Wood,  we  came  to  a  little  Church,  the  Infide 
of  which  was  very  neat,  tho’  merely  a  Hut  of  Earth 
cover’d  with  Straw.  The  only  Ornament  of  the  Altar 
was  a  little  Image  of  thebleffed  Virgin.  After  offer¬ 
ing  up  our  Prayers  to  Heaven,  and  taking  a  flight 
Repaid  of  a  few  Herbs  boil’d  in  Water,  and  fome 
Cocoa  Nuts  which  the  Chriftians  gave  us,  we  fet  out 
again  in  the  Evening;  and  after  travelling  about 
a  Lea  gue,  came  to  rhe  Houfe  of  Father  Emanuel 
Lopez ,  a  Jefuit,  who  has  the  Diredlion  of  Part  of 
the  Chriftians  or  Eravancor.  This  Midionary  has 
been  employ’d  upwards  of  fifty  Years  in  the  Con- 
verfion  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Malabar  ;  and  is  the 
lad:  Jefuit  who  wore,  in  Madura ,  our  European  Ha¬ 
bit.  After  (laying  two  Days  with  this  charitable 
Midionary,  we  continued  our  Journey  along  the 
Coad,  which  appear’d  populous  enough  ;  but  among 
this  great  Number  of  People,  few  of  them  have 
turned  Chriftians ,  except  thofe  belonging  to  the  Cafte 
or  Tribe  of  Fifhermen. 

Tho’  you  have  often  heard  the  Word  Cafte , 
you  perhaps  do  not  know  the  full  Import  of  it. 
Cafte  implies  an  Aftemblage  of  feveral  Families  of 
the  fame  Rank  or  Profedion.  This  Diftindtion  is 
found  properly  only  in  the  Empire  of  Moguls  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Bengal ,  in  the  Idand  of  Ceylon , 
and  in  the  great  Peninfula  of  India  oppodte  to  it, 
of  which  we  are  now  fpeaking.  There  are  four 
principal  Caftes,  that  of  the  Braynins  *,  being  the 

fir  ft 

*  According  to  the  Danijh  MiiHonaries,  thefe  Bramins  form 
a  feparate  Tribe  among  die  Malabafians ,  as  the  Levites  an- 

tien  tl  y 
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firft  and  the  nobleft  ;  that  of  the  Rajas  who 
boaft  their  being  defcended  from  various  royal  Fa- 

tiently  among  the  'Jews.  Thefe  Bramins  marry  only  in  their 
own  Tribe,  and  are  a  great  Burthen  to  the  Public,  they  being 
all  maintain’d  by  the  Liberality  of  the  Laity,  who  are  fo  blind 
as  to  believe,  that  they  are  defcended  from  the  God  Birum  a, 
and  therefore  are  very  holy  Men.  They  are  fo  proud,  and  art¬ 
ful  at  the  fame  time,  as  to  cherifh  this  Ignorance  of  the  People* 
by  not  holding  any  Correfpondence  with  the  Vulgar,  for  Fear 
of  defiling  themfelves.  Some  of  thefe  Bramins  withdraw  from 
the  Society  of  Mankind,  there  being  Anchorets  among  them, 
who  pafs  their  Lives  in  Caves  and  Deiarts  ;  and  yet  they  are  a 
moll  wicked  Sett  of  Men  3  they  believing  that  all  Things,  how 
abominable  foever,  are  permitted  to  themfelves.  The  People 
are  yet  fo  blind,  as  to  fancy  they  fhall  become  holy  by  partak¬ 
ing  in  their  Crimes,  ©r  bearing  with  any  Outrage  from  them. 
They  are  great  Impoftors,  they  inventing  new  Fables  daily,  and 
making  them  pafs  among  the  Vulgar,  for  fo  many  incompre- 
henfible  Myfieries.  One  of  their  Artifices,  is  to  perfuade  the 
Vulgar  that  their  Idols  eat  like  Men  ;  and,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  plentifully  provided  with  good  Cheer,  they  make  them 
of  a  gigantic  Figure,  particularly  with  a  huge  Paunch.  If  the 
People  fail  in  thefe  Offerings,  with  which  the  Bramins  maintain 
their  Families,  they  threaten  them  with  the  Anger  of  the  Gods. 
The  People  believe  that  there  is  fomething  divine  in  a  Cow  ;  fo 
that  happy  is  the  Man  who  can  get  himfelf  fprinkled  with  the 
Afhes  of  a  Cow,  burnt  by  a  Bramin.  The  Man  who,  in  his 
expiring  Moments,  lays  hold  of  a  Cow’s  Tail,  and  dies  with 
it  betwixt  his  Hands,  thinks  himfelf  as  happy  as  any  one  who 
was  to  be  buried  in  a  Capuchin’s  Gown  :  For  the  Soul,  when  thus 
affifted,  quits  the  Body  purified;  and  fomedmes  returns  into  the 
Body  of  a  Cow,  which  is  confidered  as  a  mighty  Bleffing,  and 
never  indulged  but  to  great  Spirits,  who  defpife  Life,  and  die 
generoufly,  either  by  throwing  themfelves  from  a  Precipice,  by 
leaping  mto  a  lighted  Pile,  or  by  flinging  themfelves  under  the 
holy  Chariot,  to  be  trampled  to  death  by  the  Idols,  whilll  they 
are  carrying  in  Triumph  about  the  Town  :  It  being  declared* 
that  the  Souls  of  wicked  Men  will,  in  their  next  Nativity,  ani¬ 
mate  the  Bodies  of  Swine,  Dogs,  or  fome  fuch  filthy  Creatures. 
From  this  Belief  of  Tranfmigration,  they  religiouOy  abflain 
from  the  Fleih  of  all  living  Creatures,  for  fear  they  other  wife 
might  feed  upon  a  Body,  inform’d  with  a  Soul  which  before  had 
animated  a  Parent,  or  fome  near  Relation.  They  boafl  of  a 
divine  Law  fent  them  down  from  Heaven.  See  Thirty-four 
Conferences  between  the  Danifh  Mijfîonaries ,  &c.  Tranflated  by 
Mr.  Philips.  London ,  1719,  8^0. 

*  A  Name  given  to  certain  Indian  Sovereigns.  This  Seél  is 
often  call’d,  in  Englijh ,  the  Rajaputes. 

milies  ; 


362  TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits. 

milies  ;  next  the  Caftes  of  the  êkootres  *,  and  laftly 
that  of  the  Farias.  Each  of  thefe  Caftes  is  fubdi- 
vided  into  feveral  Branches,  fome  of  which  are  no¬ 
bler  than  the  reft.  The  Caftes  of  the  Shoo  très  is  the 
moft  extenfive,  and  has  the  greateft  Number  of 
Branches  ;  for  under  the  Name  of  Shootres  are  com¬ 
prehended  Painters,  Writers,  Taylors,  Carpenters, 
Mafons,  Weavers,  &c.  Every  Trade  is  confin’d 
to  its  Cafte,  and  may  not  be  exercis’d  by  any  but 
thofe  whole  Parents  follow’d  it  ;  and  confequently 
a  Taylor’s  Son  can’t  turn  Painter,  nor  a  Painter’s 
Son  a  Taylor  *f\  However,  there  are  certain  Pro- 
feffions  common  to  all  the  Caftes,  thofe,  for  Inftance, 
of  the  Trader  or  Soldier.  Several  Caftes,  but  not 
all,  are  allow’d  to  plough  and  cultivate  the  Ground. 
Tho’  the  Caftes  of  the  Parias  is  the  only  one  confi- 
der’d  as  infamous,  and  whofe  feveral  Individuals  are 
icarce  allow’d  to  have  any  Concern  in  the  Duties  of 
focial  Life  ;  neverthelefs,  there  are  certain  Profef- 
fions  which  debafe  thofe  who  exercife  them  almoft 
to  the  Rank  of  Farias.  Thus  a  Shoemaker,  and 
every  Man  who  is  any  Ways  concern’d  with  Lea¬ 
ther  ;  and,  in  many  Places,  Fi/hermen,  and  Shep¬ 
herds,  are  confider’d  as  Parias. 

The  Fortugueze  not  knowing,  at  their  firft  fettling 
in  this  Country,  the  Difference  between  the  higher 
and  lower  Caftes,  did  not  fcruple  to  treat  indifferent¬ 
ly  with  them  all  ;  to  take  Parias  and  Fifhermen  in 
their  Service,  and  to  employ  them  indilcriminately 
as  their  Neceftities  requir’d.  This  Behaviour  of  the  a 
firft  Fortugueze  difguited  the  Indians ,  and  was  high-  j  I 
ly  prejudicial  to  our  holy  Religion  ;  they,  from  that 
Time,  confidering  the  Europeans  as  a  contemptible 

*  Ghoutres  in  French. 

f  According  to  this  Reguîaticn,  ic  would  be  impoffible  for 

the  Arts  which  depend  on  the  Genius  to  flourifh  among  this 
People. 

People  ; 
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People  ;  and  fancying  that  the  having  the  lead: 
Dealings  with  them  would  be  difhonourable.  Had 
the  wife  Precautions  been  ufed,  at  firft,  which  have 
been  employ’d  for  near  thefe  hundred  Years  in  Ma¬ 
dura^  the  Portugueze  might  have  procured  thefe 
People  to  be  their  Friends,  and,  by  that  Means, 
Chriftians  -,  whereas  ’tis  now  fear  ce  poflible  for  the 
Mifîionaries  (fuch,  I  mean,  as  pafs  for  Europeans) 
to  make  any  Converts  among  them. 

Of  all  the  apodolical  Men  who  preach’d  the 
Gofpel  in  India,  none  was  fo  fuccefsful  as  St.  Francis 
Xavier.  He  preach’d  in  the  great  Peninfula  of  In- 
dta ,  at  a  Time  when  the  Portugueze  were  moil 
flourifhing  there  *,  when  the  Power  of  their  Arms 
gave  a  great  Sanction  to  their  Preaching  *.  Never- 
thelefs,  he  did  not  win  over  any  confiderable  Cades 
to  Chridianity.  He  himfelf  complains,  in  his  Let¬ 
ters,  of  the  un  tradable  Spirit,  and  Blindnefs  of 
the  Cades  in  quedion  ;  and  obferves,  that  fuch  Fa¬ 
thers  as  were  employ’d  in  inftructing  them,  were  ai¬ 
med  difheartned  from  continuing,  on  Account  of 
the  few  Converts  they  made.  But  thofe  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  Character  and  Manners  of  this 
People,  are  not  furpriz’d  to  hear  of  their  perfiding 
in  an  Obdinacy  which  feems  to  be  fo  ill  grounded! 

5 Tis  not  enough  that  they  think  a  Religion  true  in 
itfelf,  they  have  a  Regard  to  the  Indrument  thro* 
which  it  is  convey’d  to  them  ;  and  cannot’  prevail 
with  themfelves  to  receive  any  Thing  from  the 
Europeans  ;  they  looking  upon  them  as  the  mod 
infamous,  the  mod  abominable  Wretches  upon 
Earth.  Accordingly  it  has  been  obferved,  that,  a~ 
mong  the  Indians ,  only  three  Sorts  of  Perfons  have 
embraced  the  Chriftian  Religion,  when  inculcated 
to  them  by  European  Mifîionaries  who  were  known 
to  be  Europeans.  The  firft  are  thofe  who  put  them- 

*  Ve,7  poffbly,  the  only  Succefs  of  their  Preaching  wag 
owing  to  that  of  their  Arms. 


felves 


364  T  RAYE  LS  of  the  Jesuits. 

felyes  under  the  Protedion  of  the  Portuguese ,  to 
fecure  themfelves  from  the  tyrannical  Government 
of  the  Mohammedans .  Such  were  the  Paravas ,  or 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Filhing-coaft,  who,  even  be» 
fore  St.  Francis  Xavier  came  into  India >  call’d 
themfelves  Chriftians ,  tho*  they  were  only  fuch  in 
Name.  fTwas  wholly  in  the  View  of  inftruding 
them  in  the  Chriftian  Faith,  that  St.  Francis  tra¬ 
velled  over  this  Southern  Part  of  India.  Secondly, 
îhofe  whom  the  Portuguese  had  fubdued  along  the 
Coafts,  by  Force  of  Arms,  profeflfed  at  firft  out¬ 
wardly  the  Religion  of  their  Conquerors.  Thefe 
were  the  Inhabitants  of  Salfetto%  and  of  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Goa^  and  of  the  other  Places  con¬ 
quered  by  the  Portuguese ,  on  the  Welle rn  Side  of 
the  great  Peninfula  of  India.  The  Portuguese  forced 
thofe  to  abandon  their  Galles,  and  to  live  after  the 
Manner  of  the  Europeans ,  which  exafperated  them 
highly.  In  fine,  the  third  Sort  of  Indians  who 
turn’d  Chriftians  at  the  Time  we  are  fpeaking  of, 
were  either  the  Dregs  of  the  People  or  Slaves  whom 
the  Portuguese  purchas’d  in  the  Country,  or  Perfons 
who  had  been  turn’d  out  of  their  Caftes  for  their 
diflfolute  Behaviour.  ’Twas  chiefly  on  Account  of 
the  laft  mentioned,  who  were  received  with,  as  much 
Tendernefs  as  any  other,  upon  their  turning  ChrP 
fiians ,  that  the  Indians  conceived  fo  great  a  Hatred 
for  the  Europeans.  This,  joined  to  the  Averfion 
which  a  People  naturally  entertain  for  thofe  who 
forced  them  againft  their  Wills  to  fubmit  to  their 
Government;  and  poflibly  the  Remembrance  of  [ 
certain  military  Expeditions,  which  perhaps  were 
carried  on  a  little  too  cruelly  *,  have  made  fo  ftrong 
an  Impreflion  upon  them,  as  Time  may  never  be 
able  to  erafe.  Some  may  perhaps  imagine,  that  it 

*  The  Jefuit  might  have  faid  with  a  great  deal  of  Cruelty.’ 
However,  he  is  uncommonly  honeft  in  acknowledging  what  he 
doe®. 


IS 
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is  owing  to  the  fcarcity  of  Labourers,  or  want  of 
Zeal  in  them,  that  the  Heathen  Indians  of  the  in¬ 
land  Countries,  are  not  yet  become  Converts  ;  but 
they  will  prefently  be  undeceived,  if  they  only  re- 
fledt  a  little  on  what  follows. 

There  are,  in  the  City  of  Goa, ,  very  near  as  ma¬ 
ny  Priefts  and  Friars,  as  of  European  Laity.  The 
Ceremonies  of  our  Religion  are  obferved  in  it  with 
as  much  Splendor,  as  in  the  molt  famous  Cathe¬ 
drals  in  Europe .  Neverthelefs,  tho5  there  are  com¬ 
puted  to  be  upwards  of  forty  or  fifty  thoufand  Ido¬ 
laters  in  this  great  City,  fcarce  an  hundred  are  bap¬ 
tized  annually  ;  and  moil  of  thefe  are  Orphans* 
whom  the  Viceroy  forces  away  from  their  Rela¬ 
tions.  Nor  can  it  be  afcribed  to  the  want  of  La¬ 
bourers,  or  of  Knowledge  in  the  Heathens .  Seve¬ 
ral  of  them  hearken  to  the  Truth,  feel,  and  ac¬ 
knowledge  its  Power  ;  but  then  they  would  think 
it  infamous  to  fubmit  to  the  divine  Light,  fo  long 
as  it  fhall  be  adminiflred  to  them  by  vile  Inftru- 
ments,  who,  in  their  Opinion,  are  defiled  with  a 
thoufand  mean,  ridiculous,  and  abominable  Cu- 
ftoms.  For  this  Reafon  ;  the  only  Expedient  found 
to  bring  them  over  to  Chriftianity  is,  for  thofe 
who  inculcate  it  to  them,  to  quit  their  own  Habit 
and  Manners,  and  to  conform  to  thofe  of  the  In¬ 
dians.  ’Twill  be  impofiible  to  make  any  Converts 
along  the  Coafts,  where  the  Europeans  are  fettled  * 
and  the  only  proper  Places  for  fuch  Converfions, 
are  the  inland  Countries,  where  the  Chriftian  Name 
was  never  heard  of.  In  eroding  the  Kingdom  of 
Travancor ,  where  Idolatry  has  taken  fuch  deep  Root, 
it  was  the  utmoft  Confolation  to  me,  to  fee  Crofies 
let  up  all  along  the  Shore,  and  a  great  number  of 
Chriitian  Churches.  I  afterwards  arriv’d  at  Topo„ 
call’d  the  College  of  Havane  or  ^  the  ufual  Refi- 
dence  of  Father  Andrew  Gomez ,  Principal  of  the 
Province  of  Malabar . 


This 
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This  College  ftands  in  one  of  the  mo  ft  inconfide- 
rable  Towns  of  this  Coaft  ;  is  built  with  Earth, 
and  only  cover’d  with  the  Leaves  of  the  wild  Palm 
Tree.  The  Church,  dedicated  to  the  blefifed  Vir¬ 
gin,  is  as  plain  as  the  Houfe  ;  and  the  Life  which 
the  Fathers  lead,  exaftly  fuitable  tio  the  Poverty  of 
both.  I  was  wonderfully  edified  to  fee  Men,  fo 
venerable  for  their  Age  and  Labours,  inhabit  fuch 
wretched  Huts  ;  and  unprovided,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  with  the  feveral  Neceftaries  of  Life.  The 
Glory  of  God,  which  is  their  only  Objehl,  keeps 
up  a  perfed  Harmony  and  Tranquillity  among 
them,  tho5  otherwife  they  are  expos’d  to  the  In¬ 
ful  ts  of  the  Heathen >,  who  are  the  Natives  of  that 
Country,  as  well  as  to  the  Attacks  of  the  Pirates 
who  infeft  thofe  Seas  ;  and  have,  more  than  once, 
demolifh’d  their  Hovels,  and  forced  away  the  few 
Goods  they  found  in  them. 

As  foon  as  the  Provincial  had  granted  my  Re- 
queft,  viz.  of  my  engaging  in  the  Million  o {  Ma- 
dura ,  I  applied  myfelf  affiduoufly  to  the  Study  of 
the  î Tamul ,  or  Malabar  Language,  that  I  might  foon 
be  enabled  to  enter  upon  my  Million.  The  Fathers 
of  that  Province  having  wifely  ordered,  that  no 
Perfon,  except  he  be  well  skill’d  in  the  Language 
of  the  Country,  fhall  be  permitted  to  teach  the 
Chriftian  Religion  in  Madura.  Was  not  this  Pre¬ 
caution  obferved,  we  fhould  foon  be  difcovered, 
and  all  our  Defigns  fru  ft  rated.  I  had  not  an  Op¬ 
portunity,  in  Top^  of  improving  in  the  Language 
as  expeditioully  as  I  defir’d  ;  and  his  not  fpoke 
with  Propriety  enough  on  the  Sea  Coafts,  thefe  be¬ 
ing  inhabited  only  by  rude,  ignorant  People.  For 
this  Reafon,  the  Provincial  was  pleafed  to  fend  me 
to  Cotate9  where  I  might  have  more  Leifure,  and 
a  better  Opportunity  of  learning  the  Language.  A 
Circumftance  that  gave  me  the  greateft  Pleafure  was, 
my  meeting  there  with  Father  Maynard ,  who  has 
i  the 
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the  Care  of  that  Church.  Being  bom  in  that  Coun¬ 
try,  of  French  Parents,  he  is  perfectly  well  Ikill’d 
in  both  Languages. 

Cotate  is  a  pretty  large  Town,  Handing  at  the 
Foot  of  the  Mountains  of  Cape  Comorin ,  whence 
it  is  diftant  only  about  four  Leagues.  This  Town, 
which  is  the  Boundary  of  the  Kingdom  of  Travan- 
cor  fouthward,  is  as  much  expos’d,  as  the  reft  of 
the  Country,  to  the  Incurfions  of  the  B  adage s,  who 
come  almoft  every  Year  from  the  Kingdom  of 
Madura ,  to  plunder  the  Territories  of  the°King  of 
Travancor ,  who  is  one  of  the  moft  inconfiderable 
Princes  in  India,  and  tributary  to  the  King  of  Ma¬ 
dura.  But  as  he  never  pays  this  Tribute  willingly, 
the  Badages  are  fometimes  forc’d  to  enter  his  King¬ 
dom,  Sword  in  Hand,  in  order  to  levy  it.  He  yet 
might  eafily  fecure  hinafelf  from  Infults,  and  even 
render  his  Kingdom  inacceftible  on  that  Side,  as 
the  Badages  can  fcarce  come  into  it,  except  by  a 
narrow  Pafs  between  Mountains  *.  Was  this  Pafs 

fhut 

*  Many  of  thefe  petty  Sovereigns,  or  Rajas,  in  India,  about 
Malabar  and  Cormandel,  efpecially  fuch  of  them  as  inhabit  the 
Mountains  and  inacceffible  parts  of  thefe  Countries,  maintain 
their  Liberty,  and.  never  fubmiued  to  the  Moguls  Yoke,  who 
otherwife  had  fubje&ed  all  the  plain  Country,  from  the  Capital 
of  his  Dominions,  as  far  as  Cape  Comorin  ;  the  Mogul  having.” 
about  a  Century  fmce,  conquered  the  Kingdoms  of  Golconda  and 
Bifnagar .  The  Nations  who  inhabit  Travancor ,  Madura ,  and 
the  Mountains  of  Baligate,  &c.  are  the  original  Inhabitants  of 
the  un  try  ;  they  being  drove  to  the  Hills  by  the  Invafions  of 

the  Egyptians y  Moors  and  Arabians.  In  the  Mountains  of  Bali - 
gate  live  molt  of  the  Rajas,  who  never  fubmitted  to  the  Mogul  ; 
and  tno  confiner  d  by  Travellers  as  Barbarians ,  they  yet  ought 
not  to  pafs  for  fuch,  fince  the  Bravery  they  exert  from 
time,  is  only  in  Defence  of  their  Liberties,  againft  the  Moguls. 
Theie  Moguls  having  been  drove  out  of  Tartary  about  300  Years 
ago,  over-run  all  the  Continent  of  India,  from  Tartary  quite  to 
!  CaPe  comorin  ;  driving  thence  all  the  Moors  and  Arabs,  as  thefe 
had  before  drove  out  the  Indians ,  the  original  Inhabitants.  Ne- 
i  yerthelefs,  the  Moguls  have  not  yet  been  able,  as  was  obferved  a- 
1  t0  conquer  many  of  the  Rajas  who  inhabit  the  Mountains; 
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fhut  up  by  a  ftfong  Wall,  and  a  fmall  Body  of 
Troops  lodg’d  there,  it  would  be  impoflible  for  the 
moft  powerful  Army  to  force  it.  This  would  fe~ 
cure  Cot  ate ,  and  the  red:  of  the  Country,  from  be¬ 
ing  plunder’d  almolt  yearly  |  otherwise  it  will  be 
impoffible  for  the  King  of  T ravancor  to  make  head 
againft  fo  great  a  niimber  of  Enemies,  whom  he 
never  overcame  but  once,  and  that  by  their  Impru¬ 
dence.  This  Incident  is  fmgular  enough  to  merit 
a  Place  here.  , 

The  Badages  had  advanced  as  far  Corculatn ,  the 
Capital  and  chief  Fortrefs  of  $ ravancor  ;  and  the 
King  himfelf,  by  a  turn  in  Politicks,  which  perhaps 
is  not  to  be  parallelled,  had  put  the  Citadel  of  it 
into  their  Hands.  This  Prince,  being  more  judi¬ 
cious  and  brave  than  the  Indian  Princes  are  com¬ 
monly  found,  was  grieved  to  fee  his  Kingdom  pod 

fo  far  from  it,  many  of  thefe  petty  Monarchs  join  in  Confedera¬ 
cies  againft  the  Mogul  ;  when  coming  down  from  their  Hills* 
they  plunder  many  Towns  fubjedl  to  him,  whence  they  have 
been  confider’d  as  cruel  and  barbarous,  whereas  thefe  Hoftilities 
were  only  in  Return  for  Injuries  they  had  receiv’d.  None  but 
the  Moguls  give  them  the  Name  of  cruel  ;  for  fuch  Europeans 
as  vifit  them,  and  among  others  the  Jefuits,  declare  them  to  be 
kind  and  humane,  ’fis  {aid,  that  the  common  Danger  unites 
many  of  thefe  feveral  Nations  in  the  South  of  the  Mogul's  Em¬ 
pire,  and  maintains  fuch  a  Harmony  among  them,  that  they 
all  feem  as  one  Family.  Their  Rajas  govern  them  with  the 
lit  moft  Gentlenefs,  who  in  return,  are  highly  venerated  by  the 
People*  No  Contentions  ever  break  out  among  them,  on  Ac- 
count  of  Religion.  They  obferve  the  greateft  Simplicity,  whe¬ 
ther  with  refpeft  to  Buildings,  Drefs,  or  Food  ;  they-Tubfifting 
commonly  on  Milk,  Rice,  Herbs  and  Roots,  and  eating  very 
little  Meat.  Neither  Wine  nor  Beer  is  to  be  found  in  their  Coun¬ 
try,  Water  being  their  common  Drink.  The  common  People 
fometimes  diftil  a  fmall  kind  of  Arrack  from  Rice  ;  but  they 
are  never  feen  to  be  intoxicated  with  Liquor.  As  they' don’t 
travel  into  other  Countries,  they  confequently  cannot  introduce 
any  foreign  Vices.  .  .  .  Such  is  the  Account  of  thefe  Nations,  as 
given  by  fome  Travellers  ;  neverthelefs,  thefe  Rajas  muft  fome¬ 
times  be  at  W ar  with  one  another,  as  is  manifeft  from  the  pre- 
fent  Letter  of  Father  Martin. 


; 


2 
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fefs’d  by  eight  Minifters,  who,  from  time  im~ 
memorial,  leaving  the  Prince  the  bare  Title  of 
Sovereign,  ufurp’d  the  whole  Authority,  and  di¬ 
vided  among  themfelves  all  the  Revenues  of  the 
Crown.  To  rid  himfelf  of  thefe  imperious  Sub¬ 
jects,  who  are  now  become  his  Mailers,  he  made  a 
fecret  Treaty  with  the  B adages ,  by  which  he  pro¬ 
mis’d  to  deliver  up  to  them  part  of  his  Dominions, 
together  with  his  Fortrefs,  upon  Condition,  that 
they  fhould  free  him  from  his  Minifters,  who  kept 
him  in  a  dependent  State.  ’Twou’d  have  been  the 
height  of  Folly  in  him,  thus  to  receive  the  Enemy 
in  the  Heart  of  his  Dominions  ^  and,  by  attempt¬ 
ing  to  break  eight  fmall  Chains,  to  have  loaded 
his  Neck  with  one  infinitely  more  weighty,  had  he 
not  at  the  fame  Time  fo  contriv’d  Matters,  as  to  be 
able  to  drive  the  Badages  out  of  the  Kingdom,  when 
they  fhould  have  put  him  in  a  Condition  to  recover 
the  regal  Power.  The  Badages  made  their  Incurfi- 
ons,  as  ufual,  without  meeting  with  almofl  the  lead: 
Oppofltion,  and  advanced  as  far  as  his  capital  City  ; 
where  the  Monarch,  with  thofe  Forces  which  he 
had  won  over,  join’d  them,  and  gave  them  up  the 
Place.  Immediately  one  or  two  of  the  ufmping 
Minifters  were  put  to  Death,  upon  which  the  reft 
either  fled,  or  faved  their  Lives  by  dint  of  Money. 
The  Prince  alfo  pretended  to  be  feiz’d  with  Fear  % 
but,  inftead  of  hiding  himfelf,  he  drew  together 
his  fcatter’d  Forces,  and,  on  a  fudden,  befleg’d  the 
Fortrefs  of  Corculam .  The  Badages ,  who  did  not 
expeCt  to  be  thus  attack’d,  were  overpowered, 
on  which  Occafion  a  great  number  of  them  were 
kill’d  in  the  City  ^  and  the  reft  fled  in  Diforder  to¬ 
wards  their  own  Country.  The  Monarch  purfued 
them,  when  the  People  joining  with  him,  a  great 
Slaughter  was  made  of  the  Barbarians ,  before  they 
had  Time  to  recover  themfelves,  fo  that  very  few 
efcap’d  to  inform  their  Countrymen  of  the  News. 

B  b  '  The 
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The  King  of  ïravanCor ,  after  this  Victory,  return¬ 
ed  in  Triumph  to  his  capital  City,  and  took  the 
Reins  of  Government  into  his  own  Hands.  He 
was  beginning  to  ftrike  Terror  into  his  Enemies, 
when  fuch  of  his  former  Minifters,  whofe  Lives  he 
had  {par’d,  and  left  them  wherewithal  to  live  ho¬ 
nourably,  engag’d  in  a  Confpiracy,  and  caus’d  him 
to  be  afTaffmated  as  he  was  one  Day  coming  out  of 
his  Palace.  However,  this  valiant  Prince  made 
them  pay  dear  for  his  Life,  he  killing  two  of  the 
Murcherers,  and  wounding  a  third  in  a  delperate 
Manner  -,  but  at  laft  he  himfelf  fell,  his  Body  be¬ 
ing  quite  cover’d  with  Wounds.  He  was  gready 
regretted  by  all  his  Subjedb,  and  especially  by  the 
Chriftians ,  whom  he  had  lov’d  and  favour’d  on  ail 
Occafions.  Thefe  Minifters  who  had  form’d  the 
Confpiracy  againft  him,  again  feiz’d  on  the  Govern¬ 
ment  -,  and,  to  preferve  fome  Image  of  the  regal 
Power,  they  placed  a  Sifter  of  the  King’s  on  the 
Throne.  She  is  but  the  Shadow  of  a  Queen  *  ; 
and,  to  give  an  Idea  of  her  Authority,  and  the 
Strength  of  the  Kingdom,  I  fhall  prefent  you  with, 
the  following  Inftance.  Some  Fiibermen  having 
taken  a  Buffalo,  which  happen’d  to  fall  in  the  Sea, 
r delved  to  fell  it  for  their  own  Profit  ;  blit  the 
Queen’s  Officers  feizing  it,  fent  it  to  the  Princefs  m 
queftion  as  a  confiderable  Prefent.  However,  fhe 
did  not  keep  it  long -,  for  one  of  the  Governors 
having  a  Fancy  for  it,  fènt  in  the  molt  haughty 
manner  to  demand  it.  The  Queen  being  greatly  | 
furpriz’d  at  the  Minifter’s  Incivility,  was  yet  forc’d  j| 
to  lend  him  the  Buffalo,  and  to  beg  his  Pardon  ! 
for  prefuming  to  accept  of  it  without  his  Confent. 

The  Tragedy  deferihed  above  was  perpetrated  a-  i 
bout  two  or  three  Years  before  my  Arrival  at  Co- 

*  What  oar  Jefuit  hers  calls  Queen  or  King,  are  Princes  of 
very  little  Figure  or  Power,  who  don’t  feem  to  deferve  that 
Name.  This  Story  of  the  Queen  and  the  Buffalo  might  be 
pleai'antly  buriefqued. 


tale. 
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iüie.  1  his  City,  one  of  the  mod  coniiderable  of 
this  fmall  Kingdom,  is  divided  among  the  Mini¬ 
vers,  fo  that  the  Queen  has  not  the  lead  Power 
there.  Our  Church  ilands  in  the  Di  drift  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  chief  of  thefe  Minifters.  The  building 
of  that  Church  took  up  above  twelve  or  fifteen 
Years,  whereas  it  might  have  been  finished  in  fix 
Months;  a  Circumftance  owing  to  the  Venality  of 
thefe  Officers,  who  wor Tipping  no  other  God 
than  intereft,  ufed  to  interrupt  the  Building  very  of¬ 
ten,  purpofely  to  extort  Money,  by  which  Means 
it  has  colt  four  Times  its  real  Value  ;  it  being  con- 
fiderable  only  on  Account  of  the  Spot  whereon  it 
was  raifed  ;  for  the  Chancel  and  Altar  are  built  over 
the  very  Place,  where  flood  the  Hut  whither  St. 
Francis  Xavier  ufed  to  retire  every  Evening,  after 
having  preached  in  the  Day-time  to  thefe  Idolaters. 
One  Night  they  fet  Fire  to  the  Hut,  in  hopes  of 
burning  St.  Francis  alive  ;  but  though  the  Hovel 
was  confumed,  the  Tenant  of  it  received  no  hurt. 

I  arrived  at  Cotate  a  few  Days  before  the  Feflival  of 
St.  Francis  Xavier  %  and  was  an  Eye-witnefs  of  the 
vafl  Multitudes  who  come  hither  annually  on  that 
.Occafion  ;  People  flocking  from  all  Parts  within 
Twenty  or  Thirty  Leagues  round.  A  few  Days  af¬ 
ter  the  Solemnization  of  this  Saint’s  Feflival,  an 
Idolater  came  to  his  Church,  and  there  made  a 
Vow  *  ;  foon  after  which  I  went  back  to  Fopo  %  I 

having 

■ 


*  ’Tis  related  as  follows  by  the  Father,  Author  of  this  Voy¬ 
age.  ‘  Five  hundred  or  a  thoufand  of  thefe  People  often  join 
‘  together  and  make  a  fort  of  Lottery.  Every  Perfon  puts, 
*  monthly,  into  a  Parlé  a  Fanon ,  worth  about  Five-pence  French 
Money.  When  the  Sum  fixed  upon  is  raifed,  the  feveral  Con- 
‘  tributors  affembie  on  the  Day  and  at 'the  Place  appointed.  Eve- 
‘  ry  Perfon  fets  down  his  Name  in  a  feparate  Bit  of  Paper,  af¬ 
ter  which  all  the  Names  are  thrown  into  an  Urn.  They 
4  then  are  fh  ken  a  long  Time,  after  wh;ch  a  Child  puts  his 
ijand  into  the  Urn,  when  the  Perfon  whofe  Paper  is  foil  drawn 

B  b  2  receives 
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having  promifed  to  return  to  Cotaient  Chriftmas 5  in 
order  to  apply  myfelf  affiduoufly  to  the  Study  of 
the  Malabar  Language.  I  made  a  great  Progrefs 
therein,  in  a  fhort  Time,  by  the  Affiftance  of  Fa¬ 
ther  Maynard ,  who  took  furprifing  Pains  with 


«  receives  all  the  Money.  By  this  Play  (a  very  innocent  One  *) 

*  a  Perfon  who  was  very  poor  before,  may  be  raifed  to  good 

*  Circumftances  in  an  Inftant.  An  Idolater  having  put  into  two 

*  of  thefe  Lotteries,  was  earneftly  defirous  of  getting  the  Prize 
“  in  both  ;  and,  for  this  Purpofe,  came  one  Day  to  the  Church 

*  of  Cotate,  promifmg  to  give  Five  Fanons  to  it,  provided  the 

*  Saint  would  be  prop.tious  to  him  with  regard  to  the  firft  Lot- 
1  tery.  Plufh’d  with  the  hopes  of  Succefs,  he  came  to  the  Place 

*  where  the  Parties  concerned  were  aflembled  ;  and  there  de- 
«  dared,  aloud,  the  Vow  he  had  made  the  preceding  Day  to 

*  St.  Francis.  People  laugh’d  at  him  for  his  idle  Hopes,  but 

*  were  greatly  furpriz’d  when  they  faw  his  Paper  was  the  frit 

*  which  came  out  of  the  Urn.  He  took  the  Money,  and  W'ent 

*  immediately  to  the  Church;  thank’d  his  Eenefador,  and  paid 

*  the  Debt  contraded  by  him.  He  then  added,  that  if  he  could 
4  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  get  the  other  Prize  by  his  Intercefhon,  ho 
«  would  gladly  offer  up  the  fame  Sum  he  had  given  juft  before. 

*  His  Confidence  was  fo  great,  that  coming  a  fécond  Time  into 

*  the  Place  where  the  People  were  aflembled,  he  told  his  Com- 

*  panions  with  a  Smile,  that  it  would  be  to  no  Purpofe  for  them 

*  Thefe  are  the  Father  s  Words  ;  hut  in  my  humble  Opinion  it 
may  be  confdered  in  a  quite  different  Light ,  as  it  creates  in  People 
a  love  for  Gaming,  The  like  Obfervation  I  made  at  Paris,  where 
there  is  a  monthly  Lottery ,  (permitted  by  the  Government)  carried 
Qn  ly  the  Curé  or  Redlor  of  the  Church  of  St.  Sulpice,  which  is 
the  richeft  Reéïory  in  Paris.  The  prefent  Redlor  (in  17 41)  has  a 
firong  Raff  on,  for  enlarging  and  embelli jhing  his  Pari/h- Church, 
which ,  when  finjhed ,  will  have  all  the  Magnificence  of  a  Ca¬ 
thedral.  His  way  of  raffing  Money  is  by  a  monthly  Lottery  ; 
and  as  each  Ticket  is  pur  chafed  for  a  fmall  Price ,  Servants ,  Shoe- 
Cleaners,  and  the  lowed  of  the  Populace  are  enabled  to  put  into  it . 
As  there  are  one  or  two  very  great  P/  izes ,  thefe  are  fometimes  won 
by  Perfons  in  low  Life ,  which  Jets  all  the  reft  a  gog  ;  fo  that 
fame  Servant-Maids  Jill  their  very  Petticoats  to  put  into  the 
Lottery  i  and,  probably  this  may  prompt  too  many  of  them  to  rob 

their  Mafters  and  Miftrejfes.— - In  other  RefpeSls  the  Re  Tor  in 

que  ft  ion  bears  an  excellent  Character,  and  is  famous  for  his  Cha¬ 
rity  ;  but  furely  this  Lottery  of  his  is  of  a  pernicious  Tendency. 
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I  now  fet  out,  by  order  of  the  Provincial,  for 
Tala^  on  the  Fifhing-Coaft.  In  my  Journey,  I  ob- 
ferved  two  Things  which  had  efcaped  me,  when  I 
doubled  Cape  Comorin ,  by  Sea,  The  fir  ft  is,  a 
Church  built  in  Honour  of  the  Blefied  Virgin,  on 
the  Southern  Point  of  this  Cape  ;  and  below  this 
Point  a  Rock,  which  projects  into  the  Sea,  and 

6  to  entertain  the  lead  hopes  of  winning,  becaufe  the  great  Fa- 
4  ther  of  the  Cbrijliansy  who  had  favoured  him  in  the  firft  Lot- 

*  tery,  would  be  equally  indulgent  to  him  in  the  fécond.  Hear- 
4  ing  thefe  Words,  fome  dreaded  the  Saint’s  Power,  others 
4  laughed  at  it  ;  and  feveral  laid  Wagers  with  him  that  he 

*  would  mifs  his  Aim  ;  however  he  was  fo  fangaine,  that  he 
4  flaked  the  whole  Sum  he  had  gained  by  the  former  Prize.  Im- 
4  mediately  the  Papers  were  writ  ;  were  put  into  the  Urn,  and 
c  this  being  fhaken,  the  Child  thruft  in  his  Hand,  when,  to  the 
4  great  Aitonilhment  of  the  Spectators,  his  Paper  came  firfl  out  ; 

6  which  exafperated  the  Parties  concerned  to  fuch  a  Degree, that 
4  they  would  not  permit  him  to  contribute  any  more  with  them. 

4  However,  this  did  not  give  him  any  Uneaflnefs,  he  having  al- 
4  ready  gained  a  conflderable  Sum  ;  but  he  did  not  fail  to  come 
4  to  the  Church,  and  there  faithfully  difcharge  the  Vow  made 
4  by  him,  and  he  even  bellowed  more  than  he  had  promifed. 

4  You’ll  naturally  imagine  that  he  was  exhorted  to  turn  Chrif- 
c  tian  ;  and  to  acknowledge  the  God,  by  whofe  Power  the  great 
4  Father  *  had  aflifted  him  in  fo  miraculous  and  liberal  a,  Man- 
4  ner  ;  but  he  made  us  no  Reply,  nor  was  he  converted.  It 
4  mull  be  confefled,  that  the  Blindnefs  of  thefe  Idolaters  is  very 
4  furprifing.’  I  thought  proper  to  infert  this  Miracle,  as  our  ]e~ 
fuit  is  pleafed  to  term  it,  as  being  of  a  very  Angular  kind.  Me- 
thinks  this  Father  forgot  himfelf,  when  he  ventured  to  let  fuch 
a  Relation  be  printed  in  France ,  whence  it  might  fpread  all  over 
Europe.  S)  filly  a  Story  might  indeed  be  palm’d  to  good  Pu 
pofe,  upon  a  Parcel  of  ignorant  Heathens  ;  but  to  imagine  that 
any  European  ol  Senfe  and  Education  would  give  the  leak  Cre¬ 
dit  to  it,  mult  be  as  ablurd  as  the  Incident  itielf.  A  multitude 
of  Reflexions  might  be  made  on  this  Occaflon  ;  but  I  fhall  only 
obferve,  that  it  perhaps  is  Blafphemy  in  the  Father,  when  he 
tells  us,  of  the  Idolaters  being  exhoited  to  tarn  ChrijUan ,  and 
to  acknowledge  the  God  by  whofe  Power,  See.  Does  this  agree  with, 
the  Simplicity  of  the  Precepts  laid  down  in  the  Gofpel  ? 

What  fhould  be  great,  thefe  turn’d  to  Farce.  Prior,, 

$  St.  Francis  Xavier. 

B  b  3  forms 


374  T  R  A  V  E  lu  Z  of  the  Jesuits. 

forms  a  kind  of  Ifland  there.  5Twas  on  this  Rock 
tnat  the  Chrijhans  of  the  Fi filing- Goad  formerly 
withdrew,  to  avoid  the  clofe  Purfüit  of  the  Moors. 
I  here  they  paffed  lèverai  Months  during  which  they 
fubfifred  wholly  on  the  Shell-Fifh,  and  other  kind 
of  Fifh  they  took  at  the  Foot  of  this  Rock.  A 
Crois  has  been  iince  fet  up  there,  and  is  feen  at  a 
great  Distance.  T  he  fécond  Thing  Î  obferved  is  a 
vait  Stone  Fagod,  a  little  higher  up  the  Land  than 
the  Church  of  the  Virgin,  but  (landing  on  the 
fame  Point.  As  the.  Pagod  Hands  North  and  South, 
and  di  redly  oppo  fit  e  to  the  Mountains,  which  le  pa- 
rate  the  Kingdoms  of  Travancor  and  Madura  \  if  a 
Line  were  drawn  through  this  Paged,  and  thofe 
Mountains  *  which  are  but  a  League  and  half 
iiom  it,  mere  would  be  an  exaét  Divifon  between 
there- two  Kingdoms  ;  that  of  Travancor  extending* 
along  the  Weftern  Coaft,  and  the  other  of  Madura 

along  the  Eaftern,  but  much  higher  up  the  Country 
Northward. 


The  Fifhing-Coaft,  fo  famous  for  the  Pearls 
found  upon  it,  begins  direddly  at  Cape  Comorin,  to 
tne  Point  called  Ramanakoiel  p,  where  the  Kland  of 
Ccyhn  is  joined  almoft  to  the  Main-land,  by  a  Chain 
or  Rocks  called,  by  fome  Adam’s  Bridge.  The 
heathens  relate,  that  this  Bridge  was  built  anciently 
by  Apes.  They  fancy .  that  thefe  Animals,  beino* 
in 01  e  biavc  and  inciuifrious  than  thofe  of  the  pre~ 
(ent  Age,  built  a  Paflage  for  themfelves  from  the 
Continent  to  the  Ifiand  of  Ceylon  :  That  they  then 
ieizvd  upon  it,  and  delivered  the  Wife  of  one  of  their 

*  p;e!j  t0  to  be  the  Mountains  of  Gate  or  Validate. 
.5  don  t  hnd  '.ravancor  m  cur  Maps.  According  to  our  Father’s 
K  c'giOn,  tne  Kingdom  of  Txavancor  is  on  the  Malabar  fide 
and  that  of  Madura  on  the  Cormandel  fide;  and  both  divided 
b/  the  Mountains  above-mentioned. 

f  .This  is  an  I  Hand,  b  t  two  Leagues  in  Length  and  one  in 
Bieauth.  In  it  fonds  a  Temple  dedicated  to  Rama « 


Gods 
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Gods  who  had  been  forced  away  thither.  A  fure 
Circumftance  is  that  the  Sea,  when  higneft,  îs  not 
above  four  or  five  Foot  deep  in  this  Place  ;  fo  that 
none  but  Boats,  or  very  flat-bottomed  Vefiels  can 
pafs  between  thofe  Rocks.  All  this  Fifhing-Coaft  is 
inacceffible  to  European  Ships,  becaufe  the  Sea  is  for¬ 
ever  breaking  in  upon  it  ;  and  Ships  can  winter  only 
at  Tutucurin ,  that  Road  being  fheltered  by  two 
I (lands.  As  the  Fifhing-Coaft  is  famous  all  over 
the  World,  I  imagined  I  fhould  meet  with  feveral 
large  Towns  upon  it.  Formerly  there  were  a  great 
Number  -,  but  ever  fmce  the  Power  of  the  Portu * 
gueze\  has  been  weakned  in  Indicia  and  they  have 
not  been  able  to  protect  this  Coaft,  the  moil  conft- 
de  table  Towns  are  abandoned.  There  now  re¬ 
main  but  certain  poor  Villages,  the  chief  whereof 
are  Tala,  Manapar ,  Alandaley ,  Pundicael ,  and  feme 
others.  But  I  mull  except  Tutucurin ,  this  being  a 
City  of  above  Fifty  Thoufand  Inhabitans,  partly 
Chriftians ,  and  the  reft  Idolaters  *. 

When  the  Portugueze  firft  came  into  India,  the 
Paravas ,  or  Inhabitants  of  the  Fifhing-Coaft,  groan¬ 
ed  under  the  Government  of  the  Moors ,  who  hqd 
feized  upon  Part  of  the  Kingdom  of  Madura.  In  this 
Extremity,  their  Chief  refolved  to  implore  the  Affift- 
ance  of  the  Portugueze  -,  and  to  put  himfelf,  with  his 
whole  Cafte,  under  their  Protedion.  The  Portugueze , 
who  have  always  been  vaftly  zealous  for  the  Ella» 
bliihment  of  the  Chriftian  Religion  f ,  indulged  it 

*  The  Coatts  about  which  the  Pearl-Fifhery  is  carried  on, 
are  generally  laid  to  be  barren  ;  but  we  are  to!d  that  many 
Thoufand  People  are  employed  every  Seafon  in  the  Pearl-Fifhery  5 
As  the  Dutch  are  Matters  of  both  C'oafts, (though  this  is  denied  af¬ 
terwards  by  Father  Martin ,)  they  reap  the  greatcft  Benefit  by 
this  Fifhery  i  but  we  are  told  that  the  Pearls  are  not  large,  and 
that  the  Pearl-Fifhery  on  fome  other  Coafts  is  much  more  pro¬ 
fitable. 

f  The  Fathers  fhould  have  added,  but  ftill  infinitely  more 
zealous  to  get  what  Riches  they  could. 

B  b  4  him. 
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him,  upon  Condition  that,  they  fhould  turn  Chrif- 
tians,  which  the  Paravas  promifed.  This  Treaty 
was  no  fooner  concluded,  but  the  Portugueze  drove 
the  Moors  out  of  the  whole  Country,  and  fettled 
themfelyes  in  various  Places.  ’Twas  then  the  Chrif- 
tian  Religion  flourished  on  the  Filhing-Coaft,  which 
was  owing  to  the  well  known  Labours  of  St.  Fran¬ 
cis  Xavier,who  built  a  great  Number  of  Churches  up 
and  down,  all  which  the  Jefu  its  have  Since  governed 
very  carefully.  By  the  Liberty  which  the  Paravas 
were  allowed  under  the  Portugueze ,  to  trade  with 
their  Neighbours,  they  became  rich  and  powerful  5 
but  ever  Since  they  failed  of  the  Protection  of  the 
Portugueze  *,  they  have  been  oppreffed  and  reduced 
t0.  extreme  Poverty.  Their  greateft  ‘Trade  at  this 
Time,  is  in  the  Filh  they  catch,  which  they  carry 
up  into  the  Country  -,  and  exchange  for  Rice  and 
other  neceffary  Provifions,  of  which  that  Coaft  is 
wholly  unprovided  ;  it  being  covered  merely  with  a 
kind  of  Brambles,  with  a  dry  burning  Sand,  I  fee¬ 
ing  nothing  elfe  in  the  Space  of  Twelve  Leagues, 
from  Cape  Comorin  to  Tala  ;  except  feven  or  eight 

Villages,  in  each  of  which  is  a  Church  fubprdinate 
to  that  of  Tala. 

After  having  informed  myfelf  of  every  Thino- 
neceffary  in  this  Place,  I  began  the  Vifitation  of  mv 
Churches,  in  order  to  prepare  all  the  Flock  com¬ 
mitted  to  my  Care  for  Confeflion  and  the  Commu¬ 
nion.  Obferving  a  very  old  Church  in  the  Village 
of  Cuttangeli  to  be  in  a  moll  ruinous  Condition, 
and  confequently  unfafe,  I  caufed  a  new  One  to  be  1 
built.  I  was  greatly  fatigued  in  my  Vifitations, 
and  more  than  once  in  Danger  of  being  devoured 
by  Tygers,  which  came  out  of  the  Woods  in  fearch 
or  Water,  Thefe  Beads  have  made  a  furprifins 

Havock  on  the  whole  Coaft  this  Year.  Befides  the 

«  «  ''  ^ 

?  The  Dutch  drove  the  Portuguese  out  of  their  Settlements. 

Cattle 
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Cattle  devoured  by  them,  we  are  told  that  above 
feventy  Perlons  have  difappeared,  all  whom,  Stis 
feared,  fell  a  Prey  to  thofe  cruel  Animals.  They 
were  feen  to  come,  every  Evening,  to  the  Ponds, 
which  commonly  are  pretty  near  to  Villages  ;  when 
woe  to  fuch  Cattle,  Children,  or  even  Men,  as 
happened  to  come  in  their  way,  for  nothing  efcaped 
them.  They  ft  ruck  fuch  a  Terror  round,  that  the 
People  ufed,  to  watch  every  Night  in  their  Villages, 
and  light  up  great  Fires.  Not  a  Soul  dared  to  ftir 
out  of  his  own  Houfe  after  it  was  dark,  much  lei's 
to  travel  ;  it  being  not  very  fafe  for  People  to  at¬ 
tempt  this  even  in  the  Day-time,  without  there 
were  feveral  in  Company.  However,  this  did  not 
prevent  my  crofting,  more  than  once,  vaft  Forefts 
in  the  Night,  when  called  upon  to  adminifter  the 
Sacraments  to  poor  People  who  were  expiring. 

But  I  always  was  guarded  by  a  Party  of  Chrij- - 
tians ,  fome  of  whom  carried  lighted  Torches, 
whilft:  other  beat  a  Drum,  the  Sound  of  which 
frightens  the  Tygers,  and  makes  them  take  to  their 
Heels. 

The  Foreft  infefted  by  thefe  Tygers  is  Eve  or  Ex 
Leagues  long  \  the  reft  of  the  Coaft  being  wholly 
of  Sand,  but  of  a  Sort  that  is  vaftly  troubiefome  to 
Travellers.  Here  I  again  experienced  the  Care  of 
Providence.  Travelling  along  the  Sea-fide  in  a 
very  dark  Night,  with  two  of  my  Ca  tec  hi  ils,  we 
came  to  the  Bank  of  a  little  Rivers,  which  I  before 
had  crofted  without  Danger.  But  now  going  for¬ 
ward  in  order  to  ford  it,  I  fell  down  on  a  Hidden 
with  the  Catechift  who  fupported  me,  into  a  great* 
Hole  which  the  Sea  had  made  by  fcooping  away 
the  Sand.  We  muft  have  periftied  inevitably,  had 
we  not  been  fuftained  by  the  immediate  Hand  of 
Heaven.  However,  no  other  Harm  happened  to 
us,  except  our  being  thoroughly  leaked,  notwith¬ 
standing  which  we  went  forward  to  the  next 

Churchy 
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Church,  where  we  returned  Thanks  to  Heaven  for 
our  Deliverance.  After  having  viiited  the  feveral 
Churches  of  my  Dill  riel:,  I  returned,  in  Eafter - 
Week,  to  c7 ala,  whither  a  great  Number  of  Chrif- 
tians ,  from  the  neighbouring  Villages  were  come. 

I  now  received  a  Letter  from  the  Provincial,  by 
which  I  was  ordered  to  prepare  for  the  Million  of 
Madura  V  That  Moment  I  fet  out  for  Aye, 

*  where. 


*  As  frequent  mention  is  made  of  the  EngUJh ,  French ,  For- 
fucueze  and  Dutch  Settlements  in  thefe  Parts  of  the  World,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  take  fome  Notice  of  the  Danes ,  fetled 
at  Iranquebar,  far  from  Cape  Comorin ,  on  the  Gormandel  Coalt. 
The  Danes  have  a  regular  Stone  Fort,  which  is  furreunded 
by  a  deep  Moat.  The  Town  which  is  about  two  Miles  round, 
is  environed  with  a  flout  Wall,  with  Baillons,  on  which  Cannon 
are  mounted.  T 'he  Houfes  of  the  Europeans  are  of  Brick  or 
Stone,  but  thefe  of  the  Indians  are  made  with  Clay  Walls,  and 
thatched  Roofs,  as  in  other  Indian  Towns.  TheGarrifon  is  net 
Prong  ;  and  the  Town  being  befieged  about  forty  Years  fin  ce 
(I  write  this  in  1741)  by  the  King  of  Tanjour ,  would  poffibly 
have  furrendered,  had  not  the  Inhabitants  been  affiled  by  the 
Dutch ,  and  fecretly  by  the  EngUJh.  With  Regard  to.  the  Danijh 
Millions  fettled  in  Eranquebar ,  in  1705,  the  King  of  Denmark , 
jefoived  to  fend  fome  Mifiionaries  to  this  Town.  The  Univer- 
fny  of  Hail  being  deiired  to  furnifh  able  Perfons  for  undertaking 
fo  hazardous  an  Enterprise,  MeiT.  Zeigenhlag  and  Flutfcho ,  two 
young  Divines,  and  Subje&s  of  his  P ruffian  Majefty,  were  ap¬ 
pointed  for  that  Purpofe.  Thefe  having  embark’d  in  November 
1705,  arrived  at  Tranqucbar  in  July  1706  ;  being  unacquainted 
either  with  the  Portuguese,  which  is  usually  fpoke  in  the  Mari¬ 
time  Towns  of  India,  or  the  Malabarian  Language,  without 
which  it  is  impoffible  to  convert  the  Heathens  of  thefe  Countries, 
(the  attempting  this  by  an  Interpreter  having  been  found  to  no 
Purpofe.)  They  therefore  applied  themfelves  to  the  Study  of 
thefe  Languages,  and  made  fo  great  a  Progrefs  in  fix  Months, 
that  they  were  enabled  to  understand,  and  to  be  underflood  by 
the  Natives,  by  which  Means  they  made  ibme  Converts  the  very 
fir  il  Year.  When  they  had  attained  to  a  thorough  Knowledge 
of  thefe  Languages,  they  converfed  daily  with  the  Idolaters,  and 
opened  Charity-Schools  for  inllrufting  tire  Malabarian  Children 
in  the  Ghrijlian  Doctrine.  They  like  wife  made  many  Profe- 
ly tes  among  fuch  as  were  of  riper  Years,  preaching  the  Gofpel 
in  their  own  Lodgings,  till  at  lalt  their  Hearers  became  very  nu¬ 
merous.  They  then  built  a  Church,  towards  which  many  pi- 
1  eus 
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where,  afrer  receiving  the  neceffary  Orders  and  In- 
ftructions  from  my  Superior,!  proceeded  in  my  Jour¬ 
ney  to  Madura.  After  croffing  Cape  Comorin  again, 
I  came  off  'Tutucurin,  This  City  is  very  near 
at  an  equal  Diftance  between  Cape  Comorin  and  the 

Straits 

ous  Cbrlftians  contributed.  They  next  attempted  a  Tranflation 
of  the  New  Teftament,  which  was  printed  and  difperfed  among 
the  Heathens, who  now  read  it  very  attentively  in  the  Malaharian 
Language.  The  King  of  Denmark  has  eflabïifhed  a  College, 
competed  of  Minilters  of  State,  Divines  and  others,  to  concert 
the  beft  Meafures  for  {Lengthening  the  Labours  of  the  Miffiona- 
ries.  The  Society,  (in  London )  for  propagating  ChriJlianKxiOw - 
ledge,  furnifh  the  Miflionaries  with  Money  from  Time  to  Time  ; 
and  have  alio  made  them  a  Prefent  of  a  Printing-Prefs  and 
Paper,  to  enable  them  to  publifh  Books  for  the  Service  of  the 
Heathens',  the  Miflionaries  having  already  printed  feveral  Cate¬ 
chetical  Pieces,  and  other  fmall  Works,  for  the  Inftru&ion  of 
"Youth.  As  Paper  is  a  dear  Commodity  in  India ,  a  Paper-Mill 
is  e reded  in  Trancjuebar .  The  Miflionaries  baptized  in  a  few 
Years  250  Heathens,  which  is  no  inconflderable  Acquifltion,  if 
we  conflder  the  Difficulty  of  the  Undertaking,  the  few  La¬ 
bourers,  and  the  great  Pains  and  Care  they  take  of  their  new 
Converts.  They  alfa  have  done  great  Service  to  Pollerity,  in 
compofing  a  Grammar  and  Dictionary  in  that  Language;  and 
have  flniihed  their  Verflon  of  the  Old  Teftament. 

This  Author  adds,  ‘  We  may  boldly  affirm,  that  thefe  two 

*  h  on  eft  Gentlemen  have  done  more  Service  to  Chrift  and  his 

*  Gofpel,  than  the  Spaniards  and  Portugueze  have  done  for  thefe 
4  laft  two  hundred  Years,  in  both  the  Indies',  for  kis  m an i fell 

*  they  have  been  as  careful  to  conceal  from  the  Knowledge  of 

*  the  poor  Indians ,  the  rich  Mines  comprehended  in  the  facred 
4  Volumes  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  as  they  have  been 
4  diligent  to  And  cut  their  rich  Mines  and  precious  Stones.’  He 
concludes  with  obferving,  that  the  Romanifts  gain  fo  great  a 
Number  of  Profelytes  merely  by  Force  and  Violence  ;  of  which 
the  Mexicans  themfelves  are  as  fenfible,  and  as  , greatly  Vanda¬ 
lized  at  their  bloody  Proceedings,  as  Protejiants  can  poflibly  be 
at  their  horrid  Tribunal  of  the  Inqdfition.  But  as  for  the  Da- 
nijh  Miflionaries,  they  know  of  no  other  Method  of  converting 
the  Heathens ,  but  that  employed  by  the  Apofties  themfelves,  <viz. 
Perfuaflon  and  convincing  Arguments.  See  Thirty-four  Confe¬ 
rences  between  the  Danifh  MiJ/ionaries,  and  the  Malaharian  Bra- 
mins,  tranflated  by  Mr.  Philips,  1719,  where  we  are  told,  pag. 
318,  that  in  t6io,  in  the  Reign  of  King  Arfchudappanaiker ,  a 
Danifh  Admiral  came  to  Tranyuebar }  wnere  he  was  kindly  re¬ 
ceived 
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Straits  of  Ramanakoie 4  As  Punicael  {lands  on  the 
Banks  of  afmalJ  River,  with  two  Mouths,  Travel¬ 
lers  get  eafily  from  thence  by  Water  to  Tutucurin . 
For  this  Purpofe  we  need  only  obferve  the  Tide, 
which,  when  going  up,  carries  Palfengers  from 
Punicael ,  the  firft  Mouth,  to  the  Place  where  the 
two  Arms  of  the  River  meet  ;  and  when  the  Tide 
runs  down,  they  go  to  the  fécond  Mouth  where  Tu- 
tucurin  {lands. 

* Tutucurin  appears  a  handiomeTown  to  thofe  who 
arrive  at  it  by  Sea.  We  obferve  lèverai  Buildings  which 
are  lofty  enough,  in  the  two  Hands  that  fhelter  it  ; 
likewife  a  fmall  Fortrefs  built  a  few  Years  fince  by 
the  Butch ,  to  fecure  themfelves  from  the  Infults  of 
the  Idolaters,  who  come  from  the  inland  Countries  ; 
and  feveral  fpacious  Warehoufes  built  by  the  Water- 
fide,  all  which  look  pretty  enough.  But  the  inftant  * 
the  Speélator  is  landed,  all  this  Beauty  vaniihes  ; 
and  he  perceives  nothing  but  a  large  Town,  built 
moftly  of  Hurdles  *.  The  Butch  draw  considera¬ 
ble  Revenues  from  tutucurin ,  though  they  are  not 
abfolute  Mailers  of  it.  The  whole  Fifhing-Coaft 
belongs  partly  to  the  King  of  Madura ,  and  the  reft 
to  the  Prince  of  Marava ,  who,  not  long  fince, 
fhook  of  the  Yoke  of  the  Maduran  Monarch,  whofe 
Tributary  he  was.  The  Butch  attempted,  fome 
Years  fince,  to  purchafe,  of  the  Prince  of  Marava , 
his  Right  to  the  Fiihing-Coaft,  and  all  the  Country 
dependant  on  it  ;  and,  for  this  Purpofe,  fent  him 
a  fplendid  Embafty  with  magnificent  Prefents.  The 
Prince  thought  fit  to  receive  the  Prefents,  and  pro-  j. 

ceived  by  the  Governor,  and  permitted  to  build  a  Fortrefs  in  it, 
which  the  Danes  have  very  much  improved  lince. 

If  the  Jefuits  might  be  believed,  they  themfelves  employ  no 
other  Methods  in  their  Converfions,  than  thole  related  of  the 
Danijh  Miflionaries,  who,  I  hope  merit  the  Character  given  them 
above,  and  of  whom  further  Notice  will  be  taken  hereafter. 

*  The  Original  is  Palhotes ,  which  I  take  to  be  Hurdles  or 
fomething  of  chat  kind. 


mi  fed 
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mifed  fine  Things,  but  has  not  yet  been  fo  good 
as  his  Word. 

Though  the  Butch  are  not  Mailers  of  the  Coafl, 
they  yet  have  often  behaved  in  fuch  a  manner  as  if 
it  had  been  entirely  fubjed  to  them.  Some  Years 
fince  they  difpoffeffed  the  poor  Paravas  of  their 
Churches,  which  they  turned  into  Magazines,  and 
lodged  their  Fadors  in  the  Houfes  of  the  Miffiona- 
ries.  The  Fathers  were  then  forced  to  withdraw 
into  the  Woods,  and  there  build  themfelves  Huts, 
in  order  that  they  might  not  abandon  their  Flock, 
at  a  Time  when  their  Prefence  was  fo  neceffary. 

With  Refped  to  the  Trade  carried  on  by  the 
Butch  on  this  Coafl,  befides  the  Linens  brought 
to  them  from  Madura ,  and  for  which  they  barter 
the  Leather  of  Japan ,  and  the  Spices  of  the  Moluccas „ 
they  gain  confiderable  Advantage  by  two  Fifheries 
carried  on  here, that  of  Pearls  and  that  of  the  Xanxus" s.- 
The  Xanxus  is  a  vafl  Shell,  like  to  thofe  which  the 
Tritons  are  reprefen  ted  founding,  in  Sculpture  and 
Painting.  The  Butch  are  furprifingly  jealous  of  this 
Trade,  infomuch  that  it  would  coil  any  Indian  his 
Life,  who  fhouîd  dare  to  fell  one  of  them  to  any 
other  Perfons  but  fuch  as  belong  to  the  Butch  Eajl - 
India  Company.  They  purchafe  them  for  a  Trifle, 
and  fend  them  to  the  Kingdom  of  Bengal ,  where 
they  are  fold  at  a  very  high  Price.  Thefe  Shells  are 
fawed  in  proportion  to  their  Breadth.  Being  round 
and  hollow,  they  are  wrought  into  Bracelets, 
which  have  as  bright  a  Polifli  as  the  fined  Ivory, 
Such  of  them  as  are  Allied,  (and  that  in  prodigious 
Quantities)  on  this  Coafl,  have  their  Volutes  from 
right  to  left.  If  the  Idolaters  were  to  take  one 
whofe  Volutes  are  from  left  to  right,  they  would 
confider  it  as  a  Treafure  worth  Millions;  they  ima¬ 
gining  that  one  of  their  Gods  was  forced  to  hide 
himfelf,  when  his  Enemies  purfued  him  furioufly 
by  Sea,  in  a  Xanxus  of  this  latter  kind. 

n 
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X  he  Dutch  E aft -India  Company  make  a  fécond 
Advantage  by  the  Pearl-Fifhery.  They  don’t  un¬ 
dertake  the  Fifhing  on  their  own  Account,  but  per¬ 
mit  every  Inhabitant  of  the  Country,  whether  Chrift- 
tian ,  Heathen ,  or  Mohammedan ,  to  keep  as  many 
Fifhing- Boats  as  he  pleafes,  upon  Condition  that 
every  Boat  pay  the  Dutch  fixty  Crowns,  and  fome- 
times  more.  This  Duty  arifes  to  a  confiderable  Sum, 
fix  or  feven  Hundred  fometimes  going  upon  this  Fiilie- 
ry.  But  all  Perfons  are  not  allowed  to  go  whither- 
foever  they  pleafe  ;  but  certain  Places  are  allotted 
the  feveral  Boats.  Formerly  the  Dutch  ufed  to  ap¬ 
point,  as  early  £s  the  Month  of  January ,  the  Time 
and  Place  where  the  Fifhing  was  to  be  carried  on 
that  Year,  without  firft  making  any  Trial  ;  but  as 
it  was  often  found,  that  either"  the  Seafon  of  the 
Year,  or  the  Place,  was  not  favourable,  and  confe- 
quently  that  few  Oyflers  were  taken  ;  whence  great 
Lofs  accrued,  as  the  feveral  Materials  for  carrying 
on  the  Fifhing,  coft  confiderable  Sums,  that  Me¬ 
thod  was  changed,  and  the  following  is  obferved. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  Year,  the  Company 
fends  ten  or  twelve  Boats  to  the  Place  where  they 
intend  the  Fifhing  fhall  be  carried  on.  Thefe  Boats 
fçparate,  when  each  of  the  Divers  bring  up  fome 
Thoufands  of  Oyfters  which  they  carry  to  Shore. 
Every  Thoufand  is  opened  feparately  ;  and  the  Pearls 
taken  out  of  them  are  alfo  laid  by  themfelves.  If 
the  Pearls  found  in  a  Thoufand  are  worth  a  Crown, 
or  more,  ’tis  a  Sign  the  Fifhing  will  be  extremely 
abundant  and  valuable  in  that  Place  ;  but  if  the 
Pearls  taken  out  of  a  Thoufand  are  worth  but  half  a  11 
Crown  ;  as  the  Profit  could  not  be  more  than  the 
Charges  which  the  Company  would  then  be  put  to, 
they  don’t  fifli  that  Year.  But  when  the  Trial  has 
been  fuccefsful,  and  the  Company  have  given  out 
that  there  will  be  billing  that  Seafon,  the  whole 
Coaft  is  crouded,  at  the  I  ime  appointed,  with  a 

number- 
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numberlefs  Multitude  of  People  and  Boats,  in  which 
Goods  of  every  Kind  are  brought.  The  Dutch 
Commiflioners  come  from  Colombo ,  Capital  of  the 
Bland  of  Ceylon  *,  to  prefide  over  the  Filliing.  The 
Day  it  is  to  begin,  a  large  Cannon  is  fired  very  early 
in  the  Morning.  That  Inftant  all  the  Boats  fet  out, 
and  make  for  the  Sea,  preceded  by  two  Dutch 
Veffds,  which  call  Anchor  on  the  right  and  left, 

*  This  large  Iftand  lies  to  the  South-weft  of  the  Peninfula  of 
India ,  on  this  Side  the  Ganges  ;  in  1505,  the  Portuguese ,  headed 
by  Lawrence  Almeida,  landed  in  this  Ifland.  In  151 7,  they 
were  permitted  to  make  Intrenchments  round  the  Spot  where 
they  had  fettled  themfelves,  but  they  foon  changed  thefe  In¬ 
trenchments  into  a  Fortrefs.  In  this  manner  Colombo  was  built. 
In  1597,  the  King  of  the  Iftand  dying  without  lifue,  declared 
the  King  of  Portugal  his  Heir.  In  1623,  the  King  of  Candy 
made  War  upon  them,  but  being  defeated,  he  was  obliged  in 
1632,  to  accept  of  a  Peace,  upon  Condition  of  paying  two 
Elephants  annually,  by  way  of  Tribute.  In  1639,  his  Son  re¬ 
newed  the  War,  on  which  Qccaiion  he  was  afTifted  by  the  Dutch  ; 
and  the  War  lafted  till  1644,  when  a  Truce,  after  eight  Years, 
was  concluded.  This  War  breaking  out  again  in  ibçç,  the 
Dutch  drove  out  the  Portuguese,  and  are  now  the  only  Traders 
to  that  Country,  the  Dutch  being  Mailers  of  molt  of  the  Coafts. 
Some  think  the  Iftand  Ceylon  was  the  Paprohane  of  the  Antients; 
that  the  Garden  of  Eden  was  here  ;  and  that  Adam  was  buried 
upon  a  v?ry  high  Mountain  in  it.  Antieïltly,  no  Country  had 
a  better  foreign  T  rade  than  this,  their  Cinnamon  inviting  the 
Egyptians,  Perfians,  and  all  the  Eallerns  thither,  once  every  two 
or  three  Years.  When  the  Portuguese  ftrft  arrived  at  it,  they 
found  the  Moors,  who  oppofed  their  making  any  Settlements, 
for  fear  they  Ihould  difpoffefs  them  of  the  Trafic  of  Cinnamon, 
with  which  they  had  long  furnifhed  all  Europe.  However,  the 
Portuguese  ingratiated  themfelves  with  the  King  of  Ceylon,  and 
endeavoured  to  engrofs  the  whole  Spice  Trade  to  themfelves,  iii 
order  to  fet  what  Price  they  pleafed  upon  it.  1  hey  afterwards 
behaved  with  fo  much  Cruelty,  that  the  King  called  in  the 
Dutch  to  his  Afiiftance,  who  driving  out  the  Portuguese,  and 
feizing  upon  their  Forts,  afterwards  dilpofleiTed  their  confe¬ 
derate  King  of  all  the  Cinnamon  Country.  Thus  they  forced 
the  Monarch  into  the  Mountains,  and  thereby  have  engrafted 
the  whole  Spice  Trade  to  themfelves.  1  hefe  Monarchs  of 
Ceylon  now  bear  the  utmoft  Aveifion  to  the  Dutch ,  and  fame- 
times  butcher  their  People  as  they  are  gathering  the  Cin¬ 
namon. 


and 
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and  then  point  out  the  Limits  allowed  for  the  fifh- 
ing;  Immediately  after  this,  the  Divers  of  the  va¬ 
rious  Boats  defcend  into  three,  four,  or  five  Fathom 
Water*  In  each  Boat  are  fevera!  Divers,  who  go, 
by  Turns,  into  the  Water,  and  the  Moment  one 
comes  out,  another  plunges  in.  They  are  fattened 
to  a  Rope,  the  End  of  which  is  tied  to  the  Boat’s 
Yard  ;  and  fo  contrived,  that  the  Man  in  the  Boat 
may,  by  a  Pulley,  ealily  make  it  loofer  or  tighter, 
as  Occafion  requires.  The  Diver  has  a  great  Stone 
tied  to  his  Foot,  to  fink  the  Swifter  -,  and  a  kind  of 
Bag  is  fixed  round  his  Waift,  for  him  to  put  the 
Oy fiers  in.  The  Moment  he  is  at  the  Bottom  of 
the  Sea,  he  gathers  up,  as  quick  as  pofiible,  all  the 
Oyflers  he  meets  with,  and  puts  them  into  his  Bag. 
Whenever  he  finds  more  Oyflers  than  he  can  carry 
at  once,  he  makes  a  Heap  of  them  ;  when  coming 
up  to  take  Breath,  he  dives  again,  or  fends  one  of 
his  Companions  to  fetch  them.  When  he  wants  to 
return  above  YvTater,  he  needs  only  pull  a  fmall 
Rope,  (not  that  which  is  round  his  body  5)  when  a 
Mariner  who  is  in  the  Boat,  and  holds  the  other 
End  of  the  Rope  in  queftion,  to  obferve  its  Mo¬ 
tion,  immediately  makes  a  Signal  to  the  reft  :  Then 
they  draw  up  the  Diver,  who,  to  afcend  the 
fooner,  difen  gages,  if  poffible,  his  Foot  from  the 
Stone  to  which  it  is  fixed.  The  Boats  don’t  lie  far 
from  one  another  -,  fo  that  the  Divers  of  the  diffe¬ 
rent  Boats  often  fight  under  Water,  for  the  feveral 
Oyflers  piled  up  by  them. 

Not  long  fince  a  Diver,  finding  one  of  his  Com¬ 
panions  had  robbed  him,  feveral  Times  together, 
of  the  Oyflers  he  had  heaped  up  with  much  Trou¬ 
ble,  refolved  to  be  plundered  no  longer.  He  for¬ 
gave  him  the  fir  ft  and  fécond  Time;  but  perceiv¬ 
ing  that  he  Hill  went  on  in  his  Roguery,  he  let  him 
dive  firfl,  when  following  immediately  after,  he, 
with  a  Knife,  killed  him  in  the  Water  ;  and  the 

Mur- 
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Murther  was  not  difcovered  till  the  Body  was  drawn 
up.  But  this  is  not  the  only  Thing  to  be  dreaded 
in  this  Fifhery  ;  this  Sea  being  full  of  Sharks,  who 
are  fo  very  ftrong  and  voracious,  that  they  forne- 
times  carry  off  a  Diver  and  his  Oyflers,  who  are 
never  heard  of  more. 

With  refpe<5l  to  what  is  faid  of  the  Divers  taking 
Oil  in  their  Mouths,  or  defending  in  a  Kind  of 
Glafs  Bell,  thefe  are  Stories  made  by  Perfons  for 
Joke  fake,  or  out  of  Ignorance.  As  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  Coafl  accufiom  themfelves  from  their 
Infancy,  to  dive  and  hold  their  Breath,  they  become 
very  expert  at  it  ;  and  are  paid  more  or  lefs  in  Pro¬ 
portion  to  their  Dexterity  on  thefe  Occafions.  But 
no twith (landing  this,  Diving  is  fuch  hard  Work,  that 
thofe  employed  in  it,  are  not  able  to  plunge  above 
feven  or  eight  Times  in  one  Day.  Some  of  them 
are  fo  extremely  defirous  of  getting  together  a  large 
Heap  of  Oyflers,  that  they  often  lofe  their  Breath, 
and  almofl  their  Senfes  ;  by  which  Means,  forget¬ 
ting  to  give  the  Signal,  they  would  be  flifled  in  an 
Inftant,  if  thofe  who  watch  in  the  Boats,  did  not 
take  Gare  to  pull  them  up,  whenever  they  flay  too 
long  in  the  Water.  The  diving  is  carry’d  on  till 
Noon,  and  then  all  the  Boats  make  for  the  Shore, 
Being  come  to  it,  the  Mailer  of  the  Boat  makes 
his  People  carry  info  a  kind  of  Park,  the  feveral 
Oyflers  belonging  to  him  ;  and  there  leaves  them 
two  or  three  Days,  in  order  that  they  may  open, 
and  the  Pearls  be  taken  out.  This  being*  done,  and 
the  Pearls  well  wafh’d,  the  Men  bring  five  or  fix 
little  Copper  Bafons,  which  have  Holes  like  Sieves, 
and  go  one  into  another,  but  in  Rich  a  Manner,  as 
to  leave  a  Space  betweefi  that  above,  and  the  other 
which  lies  under  it.  The  Holes  of  the  feveral  Sa¬ 
lons  are  of  different  Sizes,  thofe  of  thç  fécond  be¬ 
ing  fmaller  than  the  firfl  *,  the  third  lefs  than  thofe 
of  the  fécond,  and  fo  on.  In  the  firft  Bafon  is 
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thrown  indifcriminately  the  great  and  fmall  Pearls* 
after  being  wafn’d  very  clean,  as  was  before  ob~ 
lerv9d.  A  Pearl  that  will  not  go  through  any  of 
the  Holes,  is  confider’d  as  of  the  higheft  Value. 
Thofe  which  Hand  in  the  fécond  Bafon,  are  next  in 
Value,  and  fo  on  to  the  laid  Bafon,  which,  having 
no  Ploies  ill  it,  receives  the  Seeds  of  the  Pearls. 
Thefe  various  Orders  form  the  Difference  of  Pearls, 
and  generally  fix  their  Price,  unlefs  this  be  rais’d  or 
lowered  by  their  more  or  lefs  perfedt  Round  nefs,  or 
their  being  of  a  more  or  lefs  beautiful  Water.  The 
Dutch  referve  to  themfelves  the  Right  of  purchafing, 
if  they  think  proper,  the  largeft  ;  but  if  the  Owner 
will  not  fell  them  for  the  Price  they  offer,  he  is  per¬ 
mitted  to  vend  them  to  whomfoever  he  pleafes  : 
All  the  Pearls  which  are  fiflfd  the  firft  Day,  belong 
either  to  the  King  of  Madura ,  or  the  Prince  of  Ma- 
rava ,  according  to  the  Road  where  the  Fifhing  is 
then  carrying  on.  The  Dutch  are  not  allowed  the 
Profits  of  the  fécond  Day’s  fifhing,  as  has  been  re¬ 
lated  ;  they  having  other  Methods  befides  this,  to 
enrich  themfelves  on  that  Occafion.  The  fhorteft 
and  fureft  Way  is  to  be  poffeft  of  Cafh  *,  all  thofe 
who  pay  ready  Money  buying  every  Thing  here  ex¬ 
ceedingly  cheap. 

I  fhail  not  take  Notice  of  a  great  many  Frauds 
and  Thefts  committed  in  the  Fifhery  in  queftion, 
as  this  would  carry  me  to  too  great  Lengths.  I  fhail 
only  obferve,  that  this  Coaft  is  very  fickly,  during 
the  whole  Time  of  the  Pearl-Fifhery  ;  whether  this 
be  owing  to  the  vail  Concourfe  of  People,  who 
flock  thither  from  all  Parts,  and  are  but  badly  ac¬ 
commodated  with  Lodging  ;  or  becaufe  fo  many  of 
them  lubfifl  upon  Oyfters,  which  are  not  eafily  di- 
gefted  ;  or,  laflly,  whether  it  proceeds  from  an  In¬ 
fection  in  the  Air  ;  for  as  the  FJefh  of  the  Oyfters 
is  expofed  to  the  Sun-beams,  it  thereby  corrupts 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits, 

m  a  few  Days,  and  exhales  fuch  a  Stench,  as  poffi- 
b!y  may  give  Rife  to  contagious  Diftempers. 

The  Fifhery  carried  on  this  Year,  at  Tutucurin, 
has  been  very  unfuccefsful.  However,  the  Trial 
made  on  this  Occafion  was  quite  otherwife,  for 
which  reafon  vaft  Numbers  reforted  to  it.  But 
when  the  Fifhery  began  about  the  End  of  March* 
the  Parties  concerned  were  greatly  furprized  to  find! 
that  all  the  Divers  together  had  not  brought  up  a- 
bove  two  or  three  thoufand  Oyfters,  and  few  Pearls 
in  them.  3Twas  worfe  in  the  fucceeding  Days,, 
they  not  taking  a  fingle  Oyfter  ;  fo  that  one  would 
have  concluded,  that  the  Fifh  in  queftion  had  quite 
deferted  this  Coaft.  Many  afcribed  this  Accident 
to  the  Currents,  which  had  buried  the  Oyfters  in 
the  Sand  they  brought  along  with  them.  As  this 
happened  but  two  Months  before  my  Arrival  at  7u- 
incur  in,  3twas  all  the  Town-talk  ;  and  many  Perfons 
are  not  yet  recovered  from  their  Surprize,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  fo  unexpected  a  Difappointment. 

Whilft  I  was  thus  enquiring  into  the  State  of  this 
'Country,  I  wrote  to  Father  Xavier  Borghefe ,  to  in¬ 
form  him  of  my  Defign,  and  intreat  him  to  fend 
fome  Guides  to  me.  At  the  fame  Time  I  debited 
him  to  fend  me  Inftrudions  with  regard  to  my  Con- 
dud  and  Behaviour,  in  a  Country  which  I  fo  long 
had  panted  to  fee.  This  Father,  who  is  of  the  if- 
luftrious  Houfe  of  the  Princes  Borghefe  in  Italy,  an- 
fwered  very  obligingly,  that  he  could  not  think  of 
trailing  to  Guides,  and  therefore  would  come  him- 
felf  to  Tutucurin,  in  cafe  it  was  a  proper  Seafon  for 
entering  Madura  -,  but  that  as  the  whole  Country  was 
then  up  in  Arms,  fhould  any  of  our  People  fet  out, 
they  very  poffibly  might  be  robbed  or  murthered. 
He  added,  that  the  Natives  had  juft  before  fèized 
upon  Father  Bernard  de  Saa,  his  Neighbour,  be- 
caufe  of  his  having  converted  a  Man  belonging  to 
one  of  their  chief  Caftes  :  That  they  had  dragged 

G  c  2  him 


388  TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits; 

him  before  the  Magistrates  ;  beat  out  fome  of  his 
Teeth,  and  grievoufly  fcourged  his  Catechifts.  That 
the  People  in  general  were  animated  againft  the 
Chrifiians  ;  and  laftly,  that  as  he  himfelf  was  every 
Moment  in  danger  of  being  apprehended,  he  would 
not.advife  any  Foreigner  to  come  to  him  at  fo  dan» 
gerous  a  Juncture.  However,  as  I  was  determined 
to  go,  two  Guides  were  fent  me  foon  after,  upon 
which  I  fet  out  immediately  with  them  from  Tutu- 
eurin .  I  left  that  Town,  as  though  I  had  been  go¬ 
ing  to  confefs  fome  fick  Perfon  ;  and  Night  coming 
on,  and  finding  myfelf  in  a  Wood,  I  put  off  the 
Habit  ufually  worne  by  Jefuits,  and  affumed  that 
of  the  Miffionaries  of  Madura .  The  Paravas  who 
had  accompanied  me  thus  far,  went  back  ;  fo  that 
I  now  abandoned  myfelf  to  the  Conduct  of  my 
Guides,  or  rather  to  that  of  our  Saviour.  We  tra¬ 
velled  aim  oft  the  whole  Night,  which  was  excefti- 
vely  dark,  Till  at  laft  the  Moon  rofe.  My  Guides 
obferved,  that  it  would  be  proper  for  us  to  leave  the 
common  Road  and  travel  through  Woods,  to  avoid 
a  fmall  Fortrefs,  whofe  Garrifon  often  treats  Paften- 
gers  very  roughly  -,  but  whether  my  Guides  were 
not  well  acquainted  with  thefe  By-roads,  or  loft  their 
Way  in  the  dark,  we  unexpectedly  found  ourfelves 
almoft  at  the  Foot  of  the  Fortrefs,  and  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  pafs  before  the  Centinels  polled  at  the 
Gates.  Immediately  I  refolved  not  to  difcover  the 
leaft  Fear  or  Diftruft  ;  but  defired  my  Guides  to 
fpeak  to  the  Soldiers  as  though  they  had  been  In¬ 
habitants  of  the  neighbouring  Town.  They  fol¬ 
lowed  my  Advice,  raifed  their  Voices,  and  even 
fpoke  to  the  Centinels  in  a  familiar  manner,  as  tho5 
they  had  been  well  acquainted  with  them.  This 
Stratagem  fucceeded,  fo  that  we  palled  by  without 
being  once  queftioned  j  thus  kind  was  Providence  to 
myfelf  and  to  our  dear  Miffionaries,  to  whom  I 

'  was 
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was  carrying  a  few  Necefifaries,  of  which  they  were 
in  great  want. 

Having  efcaped  this  Danger,  we  travelled  on, 
and  arrived  a  little  before  Day  at  Camien-naken , 
Patti,  where  Father  de  Saa  waited  the  more  impa» 
tiently  for  me,  as  News  had  been  brought  the  Day 
before,  that  a  confiderable  Robbery  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  upon  that  Road  through  which  I  was  to 
travel. 

I  am y  &c. 

Martin. 

Father  Fouquet,  to  Duke  De  la  Force, 

Nancbam  *,  Capital  of  the  Province  of  Kiamfi , 
in  China,  Nov.  26,  1702. 

My  Lord , 

I  Arrived  in  China  the  25th  of  July  169g.  The 
French  Jefuits  had,  at  this  Time,  no  more  than 
two  Houfes  in  that  Empire,  one  at  Pekin ,  within 
the  Imperial  Palace,  where  now  hands  a  very  fine 
Church,  built  at  the  Emperor’s  Expence  \  and  the 
other  Houfe  in  Canton ,  one  of  the  moil  famous 
Ports  of  China ,  where  the  Europeans ,  and  many 
Eaftern  Nations,  carry  on  a  great  Trade.  As  thefe 
two  Houfes  were  not  fufficient  for  the  Number  of 
Miffionaries,  who  were  increaiing  daily,  we  refolved 
to  build  others,  and  made  Choice  of  the  Province 
of  Kiamfi  for  that  Purpofe. 

Among  the  red  of  our  Converts,  we  were  fo  hap¬ 
py  as  to  win  over  a  military  Sieoo-tfai ,  or  Gradu¬ 
ate*,  there  being  military  Graduates  among  the 
Qhineze ,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Literature.  A  Perfon 
who  is  ambitious  of  making  a  Figure  in  the  former 

*  ’Tis  in  French ,  Nan-t chang  fin» 
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Profeftidn,  is  obliged  to  pafs  through  feveral  ftrict 
Examinations  -,  mu  ft  fhew  his  Skill  and  Dexterity- 
in  [hooting  the  Bow,  as  well  as  in  riding  ;  and  give 
Proofs  of  his  Agility  and  Strength  in  the  reft  of 
the  military  Exercifes.  He  alfo  muft  have  fome 
Learning  ;  he  being  obliged  to  folve  certain  Pro¬ 
blems  relating  to  Incampments,  &c.  Thofe  who 
diftinguifh  themfelves  on  thefe  Occafipns,  are  raifed 
to  the  Degree  of  Sieoo-tfai ,  which  is  much  the  fame 
with  that  of  Bachelor  in  France.  They  next  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  Degree  of  of  Kiu-gin ,  after  having  paf- 
fed  Examination,  which  is  done  every  Three  Years, 
in  Prefence  of  the  Viceroy  and  Mandarins  of  the 
Province.  The  higheft  Degree  is  that  of  TJin-JJee ,  or 
Dobtor  ;  but  none  except  Perfons  of  the  in  oft  exalt¬ 
ed  Merit,  can  afeend  to  this  Degree,  the  Emperor 
him felf  nominating  to  it.  The  fame  Pracftice  is 
obferved  in  the  Sciences  as  in  War  ;  but  with  this 
Difference,  that  the  Graduates  in  Literature  are 
more  efteemed  than  thofe  of  the  Art  military.  But 
any  Perfon  who  can  acquire  the  glorious  Title  of 
Yfm-jfee,  either  in  Arms  or  Letters,  may  look  upon 
his  Fortune  as  made  ;  he  being  qualified  to  fill  the 
rnoft  important  Polls  in  the  Empire. 

The  Literati  among  the  Chineze  now  began  to  vi- 
fit  me,  on  which  Occafions  they  ufed  to  propoie 
their  Doubts  with  Regard  to  our  holy  Religion. 
One  of  thefe  named  Yven>  a  Man  highly  efteemed 
by  all  his  Acquaintance,  afked  me  one  Day  very  fe- 
rioufly,  how  it  was  poffible  for  God  to  govern  the 
World  -,  and  undergo  the  inceffant  Toils,  to  which 
he  muft  neceffarily  fubmit.  I  endeavoured  to  fatis- 
fy  him,  by  explaining  the  Idea  we  form  to  our- 
felves  of  God;  on  which  Occafion  I  employed 
Comparifons,  the  better  to  illuftrate  the  Divine  Na¬ 
ture.  This  is  the  beft  Manner  of  inftructing  the 
Chineze ;  they  being  convinced  fooner  by  a  well  ap¬ 
plied 
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plied  Companion,  than  by  the  moil  folid  Demon- 
ftrations 

They  are  in  general,  Perfons  of  good  Senfe,  but 
their  Heads  don’t  feem  to  be  of  a  Logical  Turn, 
which,  perhaps  is  Qwing  to  their  not  being  ufed 
to  a  Logical  Way  of  reafoning.  The  Chineze  Li- 
terato  feemed  well  fatisfied  with  my  Anfwers,  and 
vifited  me  two  Months  after,  but  I  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  convert  him. 

In  a  Village  not  far  from  Foo-tcheoo^ a  W oman  about 
feventeen  or  eighteen,  was  troubled  with  a  Difeafe  of 
a  Nature  fo  extraordinary,  that  People  did  not  know 
what  to  make  of  it.  She  was  well  in  Body,  had  a 
very  good  Appetite,  managed  the  Bufmefs  of  her 
Ho'ufe,  and  all  the  reft  of  her  Affairs  as  ufual.  But 
on  a  Bidden  fhe  was  feized  with  a  Fit  of  raving  1 
when  fhe  began  to  talk  of  Things  abfent  and  at  a 
Diftance,  as  though  they  had  been  prefent,  and 
pafling  before  her  Eyes.  She  declared  in  one  of 
thefe  wild  Fits,  that  ike  fhould  loon  be  vifited  by  a 
Man,  then  in  the  Country,  who  would  difcourfe 
with  her  about  the  Chriftian  Religion.  Another 
Time  fhe  affirmed,  that  two  Catechifts  would  come 
on  a  certain  Day  fpecified  by  her,  and  throw  a  cer¬ 
tain  Water  over  her,  and  every  Part  of  the  Houle* 
At  the  fame  Time  ike  began  to  make  the  Sign  of 
the  Crofs  feveral  Times,  and  to  imitate  the  Addon 
of  thofe  who  Iprinkle  holy  Water.  One  of  the 
Standers-by  afking  her,  why  fhe  feemed  fo  much 
diilurbed  at  this  Water,  and  the  Signs  of  the  Crois, 
fne  replied,  I  fear  them  no  lefs  than  Death.  The 
moft  extraordinary  Circumfcance  in  this  Incident  was, 
four  young  Men/  who  were  either  her  Brothers,  or 
otherwife  related  to  her,  had  been  afflicted  with  the 
like  Diftemper,  five  or  fix  Months  before.  They  were 
feized  with  fuch  Fits  of  Fury  at  certain  Moments, 

*  This  is  no  great  Compliment  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Chi¬ 
neze  ;  hut,  if  true,  they  confequently  are  the  fitter  Inftrument^ 
or  the  jefuits  to  work  upon. 
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ïliîit  it  wes  neceffary  to  nc  tnem,  to  prevent  their 
tearing  one  ancthci  to  Pieces,  Phele  unhappy  Per- 
fons  lough t  for  Remedies  of  every  kind,  in  order  to 
getcuied.  Fc/oum,  chiefof  the  Jcio-Jjec ,  who  ailumed 
the  Name  of  Tfm-Jfee,  or  the  celeftial  Dodor,  came 
at  that  Jundure  to  Foo-tcheoo.  This  Name  is 
hereditary,  lo  that  lus  Son  would  alio  be  called  ce¬ 
leftial  Doctor,  though  he  Ihouid  be  the  tnoft  igno¬ 
rant  and  ftupid  Creature  living.  The  Perfon  who 
is  now  at  the  Head  of  the  Fao-JJee,  is  a  very  hand- 
tome  JVlti n  and  about  Thirty.  Fie  wears  a  very 
rich  Dreis,  and  is  carried  upon  eight  Men’s  Shoul¬ 
ders,  in  a  magnificent  Sedan.  In  this  Pomp  he 
travels,  from  Time  to  Time,  through  China ,  to 
viiit  the  Bonzes,  and  coiled  large  Sums  of  Money  ; 
for  as  the  Fao-jjee  are  dependant  on  him,  ’tis  necef- 
iary  for  them  to  prefent  him  with  confiderable 

ourns,  in  order  to  procure  his  Approbation,  and  to 

be  maintained  in  their  Privileges.  The  Tcham  Ffm- 
ffee  came,  as  was  obferved  above,  to  Foo-tcheoo , 
with  a  numerous  Retinue,  and  in  the  Splendor  a- 
bove-mentioned.  _  The  Fao-ffees,  proud  of  the  Ar¬ 
rival  of  their  Chief,  Ipread  a  Report  throughout: 
the  whole  City,  that  the  Preachers  of  the  Chriftian 
Law  did  not  dare  to  appear,  but  were  fled  away, 
which  however  was  an  abfolute  Falfity.  Ail  the 
Tick  and  unfortunate  in  Foo-tcheoo ,  waited  upon  the 
celeftial  Dodor,  in  hopes  of  being  eafed  *.  The 
Dodor  pronounced  only  the  few  Words  following 
with  an  Air  of  Gravity,  Niam  tching  hoarn  tcha  pao, 
i.  e.  “  Lift  up  your  Eyes  to  the  tutelar  Spirit  of 
your  City,  that  he  may  know  your  Evils  and 
give  me  an  Account  of  them.’’  * 

The  Family  in  queftion  addrefled  the  celeftial  : 
Dodor,  in  hopes  of  meeting  fome  Remedy  for  the 
dreadful  Evil  with  which  they  were  afflided.  By 


*  I  would  not  have  tranflated  this  idle  Story  above,  had  it 
9° 1  been  for  what  follows. 
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preferring  the  DoCfor  and  his  Dîfcipîes  with  feveral 
Taels,  .they  obtained  a  Staff  about  a  Cubit’s  Length, 
and  covered  with  diabolical  *  Characters.  Every 
Time  they  found  themlelves  tormented,  they  were 
to  make  ufe  of  them,  by  pra&ifing  certain  Cere¬ 
monies  ;  but  inftead  of  being  eas’d,  their  Diftem- 
per  increafed.  The  young  Woman  in  queftion  had 
Recourfe  thrice  to  thefe  Impoftors  ;  they  coming 
three  feveral  Times  to  her  Houfe,  on  which  Occa- 
fions  they  offered  up  that  Number  of  Sacrifices, 
confiffing  of  a  Cock,  a  Dog,  and  Hog  each  Time. 
The  Sacrifices  in  queftion,  however,  were  not  whol¬ 
ly  ufelefs  to  the  Impoftors,  they  afterwards  feaftkig 
on  the  Flefh  of  thefe  Animals  *,  but  they  did  no 
Service  to  the  young  Woman,  any  more  than  the 
Staff  and  the  Characters  f. 

In  a  Letter  written  to  me  by  Father  Premare ,  he 
relates  the  following  Particulars.  A  Tael  having 
a  been  given  me  by  a  Chrijlian  Cbineze  Woman,  I 
cc  thought  I  could  not  better  employ  that  Alms 
tc  than  in  founding  a  little  Million  at  Siaocbe ,  a 
Ci  large  Town  within  fix  Leagues  of  Kien-cbang . 
<c  The  Inhabitants  are  a  fincere,  perfectly  innocent 
“  People.  As  Siaocbe  ftands  by  the  River- fide, 
moft  of  the  Men  are  Fifhermen.  I  was  furpriz- 
tc  ed,  at  my  coming  into  the  Town,  to  meet  not 
“  fo  much  as  a  fingie  grown  Perfon,  and  to  fee 
only  Children  at  the  Doors.  But  the  Reafon  of 
«  this  is,  the  Women  are  confined  to  their  Houfes, 
tc  where  they  work ,  during  which  the  Hufbands 

*  The  Jefuits  are  often  pleafed  to  bellow  this  Epithet  on  any 
Thing  which  does  not  agree  with,  or  fuit  their  Artifices. 

•j-  How  this  European  Impoflor  ridicules  thole  cf  China  / 
Such  Impofitions  muft  naturally  raife  the  Indignation  of  a  think¬ 
ing  honed  Man  ;  and  may  incline  him  to  entertain  a  very  unfa¬ 
vourable  Idea  of  the  Probity  cf  his  fellow-creatures,  in  ge¬ 
neral. 

arc 
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“  are  either  fiffiing,  or  cultivating  their  Lands, 
“  which  they  plough  twice  or  thrice  a  Year.  The 
“  rural  Million  of  Lookang  had  made  me  delight 
“  in  others  of  the  lame  kind.  I  now  came  out  of 
“  Siaoche  into  the  Fields,  where  I  found  all  the  poor 
“  People  in  queftion,  working  up  and  down.  I 
“  then  fpoke  to  one  of  them,  who  feemed  to  be  of 
“  a  good  Difpofition  ;  mentioning  God  to  him,  he 
“  appeared  to  be  very  well  pleafed  with  every 
“  Thing  I  laid  5  he  defired  me,  out  of  RefpeCt,  to 
“  go  into  the  Hall  of  their  Anceftors.  This  is  the 
“  fined  Houle  in  the  whole  Town,  and  common 
“  to  all  the  Inhabitants,  who  having  made  it  their 
“  Practice  for  many  Years,  not  to  marry  out  of 
“  their  native  Place,  they  now  are  ail  Relations, 
“  and  have  the  fame  Anceftors.  Several  of  thefe 
“  People  flock’d  to  me,  to  hear  the  Word”. 

Whilft  we  labour  to  the  utmoft  of  our  Power  in 
the  Provinces,  at  the  Converfion  of  Souls,  the  Fa¬ 
thers  who  refide  at  Court  are  equally  induftrious. 
Befides  the  Services  theEmperor  requires  from  them, 
and  which  they  offer  him  from  a  religious  Motive  • 
fuch  as  arrived  but  lately  from  Europe ,  ftudy  the 
Chineze  Characters  and  Language,  a  Work  of  vail 
Time  and  Difficulty  ;  I  not  knowing  any  that  is 
more  ungrateful.  The  Chineze  Characters  feem  at 
Aril  Sight  like  a  Conjuring-Book,  which  it  will  be 
impoffible  to  decypher.  However,  by  often  porinc 
over  them,  and  fatiguing  the  Imagination  and  Me° 
mory,  we  begin  to  underftand  them  a  little  better. 
The  Europeans  find  infinitely  more  Difficulty  in  this 
Study  than  the  Chineze  ;  thefe  not  being  fo  much 
frightned  at  them,  they  having  feen  them  often  ; 
and  as  they  are  not  of  fo  fprightly  a  Temper  as  moft 
ol  th t  Europeans,  they  confequently  are  endued  with 
more  Patience.  The  Fathers  who  refide  at  the 
Emperor  s  Court,  have  much  greater  Advantages 
with  regard  to  the  Study  of  the  Language  in  que¬ 
ftion. 
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ftlon,  than  thofe  who  live  in  the  Provinces  :  For 
firft,  with  refped  to  the  Characters,  the  ableft  Ma¬ 
ilers  are  there  met  with  -,  arid  as  to  the  Language, 
they  are  for  ever  converting  with  People  who  fpeak 
it  in  all  its  Purity  and  Elegance.  But  it  is  a  Know¬ 
ledge  they  abfolutely  cannot  do  without  ;  for  what- 
Genius  or  Talents  foever  a  Perfon  may  potiefs, 
he  yet  is  obliged  to  learn  the  Chinefe  Language,  in 
order  to  obtain  accefs  to  the  feveral  great  Men  of 
the  Empire  :  They  inviting  and  converfmg  with  us  ; 
and  fometimes  permitting  us  to  fpeak  about  the 
Chriftian  Religion. 

I  am ,  my  Lord ,  &c. 

F.  Fouquet. 

The  next  Letter ,  (dated  at  Pondichéry  the  30 th  of 
September,  1703,)  from  Father  Tachard  to  Father 
de  la  Chaife,  relating  entirely  to  the  Miffions ,  is  there¬ 
fore  omitted. 


An  Account  of  the  State  of  the  MiJJrns ,  newly 
fettled  by  the  Jefuits  in  California  ;  prefented 
to  the  Royal  Council  at  Guadalaxara  in  Mexi¬ 
co,  the  loth  of  Feb.  1702,  by  Father  Fran¬ 
cis  M.  Picolo,  a  Jefuit ,  one  of  the  firjl  Foun¬ 
ders  of  that  Mijjion . 

Tranjlated  from  the  Spanifh . 


■np 


My  Lords, 

IS  in  Obedience  to  your  Commands,  with 
which  you  was  pleafed  to  honour  me  fome 
Days  fince,  that  I  fhall  here  give  you  an  accurate 
and  faithful  Relation  of  the  Difcoveries  and  Settle¬ 
ments  which  Father  John  M.  de  Safa  alien  a,  and 

myfelf 
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0 
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myfelf  have  made,  within  thefe  five  Years,  in  Ca- 
lifornia . 

We  went  on  board  a  Ship  in  O Bober  1697,  and 
eroded  the  Sea  which  fe  para  tes  California  *  from 
New  Mexico ,  under  the  Protection  of  our  Lady  of 
Loretta ,  Being  ali  happily  arrived,  we  placed  the 
Image  of  our  Lady  (after  adorning  it  in  the  beft 
Manner  poflible)  in  the  Place  which  we  thought 
mold  fui  table  and  worthy  of  the  Saint;  and  befought 
her  to  be  as  favourable  and  indulgent  to  us  on  Land, 
as  fhe  had  been  at  Sea, 

As  the  Natives  had  not  an  Opportunity  of  know-» 
ing  the  Defign  we  were  come  upon,  viz.  of  bring¬ 
ing  them  to  the  Light  of  the  Gofpel,  they  not  un- 
demanding  our  language,  and  none  of  our  Com¬ 
pany  having  the  lead  Knowledge  of  theirs  ;  this 
made  them  imagine,  that  our  only  Motive  was  to 
difpoffefs  them  of  their  Pearl- iilhery,  as  others  had 
attempted  more  than  once  before.  For  this  Reafon 
they  had  recourle  to  Arms,  and  accordingly  came 
in  different  Bodies  to  our  Settlement,  in  which  there 

*  Befides  the  Aflurance  which  Father  Picolo  gives  us,  that  Ca¬ 
lifornia  is  not  an  Ifland,  Captain  Woodes  Rogers,  who  was  in 
thefe  Parts  in  1709,  tells  us,  that  many  Spaniards  had  informed 
him,  that  feveral  of  their  Countrymen  had  failed  up  the  Streights, 
lying  betwixt  it  and  the  Ocean,  as  far  as  Latitude  42  ;  but  were 
afraid  of  venturing  any  farther,  on  account  of  the  fhallow  Wa¬ 
ter,  and  many  Iflands,  which  is  a  general  Sign  of  being  nearfome 
Land.  And  Dampier  tells  us,  that  the  Spaniards  in  many  of 
their  late  Charts,  join  it  to  the  Continent.  If  the  new  Map  of 
California  given  by  the  Jefuits,  and  inferted  in  this  Work,  is 
accurately  drawn,  (and  Ms  thought  to  be  fo,)  Captain  Rogers  mult 
have  been  impofed  upon  by  thole  Spaniards ,  who  allured  him 
that  their  Countrymen  had  failed  up  the  Streights  (by  which  the 
Gulf  of  California  mult  be  meant)  to  Latitude  42  ;  the  Gulf  of 
California ,  in  cur  new  Map,  not  running  quite  fo  high  as  32 
Latitude:  Nor  do  there  appear  to  be  any  Iflands  in  thefe  Streights, 
(in  the  new  Map)  much  higher  than  Latitude  29  :  Confeqaently 
our  Jefuits  are  miflaken,  or  Captain  Rogers  was  impofed  upon  ; 
but  I  am  apt  to  think  the  latter.  California  was  very  little 
known  till  this  Relation,  which  being  locked  upon  as  genuine, 
is  confequentiv  valuable. 

then 
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then  were  but  a  very  few  Spaniards .  On  which 
Occafion,  they  attacked  us  with  fo  much  Fury, 
and  poured  in  fuch  Showers  of  Darts  and  Stones, 
that  we  muft  inevitably  have  been  loft,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  Protection  of  the  blefied  Virgin.  But 
our  People,  aided  by  the  Almighty,  fuftained  the 
Attack  with  fo  much  Bravery,  and  repulfed  the  E» 
nemy  with  fuch  Succefs,  that  they  foon  fled. 

And  now  the  Barbarians  becoming  more  trada¬ 
ble  after  their  Defeat,  and  finding  it  would  be  im- 
poffible  for  them  to  be  victorious,  deputed  fotnc 
Per  tons  to  us.  Thefe  we  received  in  the  moft  friend¬ 
ly  and  hofpitable  Manner  *,  and  foon  learnt  enough 
of  their  Language,  to  acquaint  them  with  the  Views 
of  our  coming  among  them.  The  Deputies  then 
undeceived  their  Countrymen  *,  by  which  Means, 
thefe  being  now  firmly  perfuaded  of  the  ReCtitude 
of  our  Intentions,  flocked  to  us  in  greater  Numbers 
than  before  ;  and  feemed  overjoyed  that  we  were 
come  to  inftruCt  them  in  the  Cbriftian  Faith,  and 
fhew  them  the  Way  to  Heaven.  Finding  them  thus 
happily  di  pofed,  we  refolved  to  ftudy  aftiduoufty 
the  Monqui  Tongue,  which  is  the  Language  of  the 
Country  :  And  accordingly  we  fpent  two  Years  in 
learning  it,  and  in  catechifmg  the  People. 

And  now  Father  Salvatierra  and  I  feparated,  in 
order  that  our  Labours  might  be  the  more  effectual; 
he  travelling  northward,  and  myfelf  South  and 
Weft.  We  had  the  higheft  Confolation  in  thefe 
apoftolical  Excurfions  ;  for  as  we,  by  this  Time, 
were  well  (killed  in  the  Language  of  the  Country, 
the  Natives  put  theutmoft  Confidence  in  us;  fo  that 
they  at  la  ft  would  invite  us  into  their  Villages,  receive 
us  in  the  kindeft  Manner,  and  bring  us  their  Chil¬ 
dren.  After  having  thus  inftruCled  the  Inhabitants 
of  one  Village,  we  went  infearchof  others,  to  whom 
we  alfo  taught  the  Cbriftian  Faith.  In  this  Manner 
Father  Salvatierra  difeovered,  infenfibly,  the  lève¬ 
rai 
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ral  Settlements,  which  form  the  Million  of  Loreto 
Concho,  and  that  of  St.  John  de  Londo  %  and  I  my- 
felf  the  Country  now  called  the  Million  of  St.  Fran- 

cis  Xavier  of  Biaundo ,  which  extends  to  the  South- 
Sea. 

Advancing  thus,  Lverally,  up  the  Country,  we 
obferved  that  many  iMacions  who  fpoke  different 
Languages  lived  together  ;  fome  fpeaking  the 
Monqui  Tongue  which  we  understood,  and  others 
tne  Lay n,  one  Language,  to  which  we  were  utter 
Strangers.  For  this  Reafon  we  were  obliged  to 
learn  the  latter,  which  is  much  more  extenfive  than 
the  Monqui ,  and  feems  to  be  generally  fpoke 
throughout  the  whole  Country.  We  fludied  the 
Laymone  Longue  fo  aifiduoufly,  that  we  foon  made 
our ielves  Makers  of  it,  and  began  to  preach  either 
in  the  Laymone  or  Monqui  Languages. 

oince  our  fécond  Dkcoveries  we  have  divided  the 
whole  Country  into  four  Millions  :  That  of  Con- 
£h° ,  or  Cur  Lady  of  Loretta  ;  that  of  Biaundo ,  or 
St.  Francis  Xavier  %  that  of  Todivinegga ,  or  Our 
Lady  of  G?  ief  ;  and  that  of  St.  John  de  Londo ,  which 
is  not  yet  eflablifhed,  at  leak  not  lb  well  as  the 
three  others. 

Each  Million  confiks  of  feveral  Villages.  A 
chapel  had  been  built  ror  the  fécond  Million  ^  but 
being  found  too  Imall,  we  have  begun  to  raife  a 
lofty  Church,  with  Brick  Walls,  and  defign  to  co¬ 
ver  it  in  with  Timber.  The  Garden,  which  joins 
to  the  Houle  of  the  Miffionaries,  produces  Herbs 
and  Pulfe  of  every  Kind  already  5  and  the  Mexican  j 
Trevs  planted  there  thrive  well,  and  will  loon  be 
loaded  with  excellent  Fruits. 

To  proceed  to  the  Manners  of  the  Natives,  : 
their  way  of  living,  and  the  Prod  lifts  of  their 
Country.  The  Oituation  of  Califovnia  is  laid  down 
well  enough  in  our  ordinary  Maps.  In  Summer, 
the  Heats  are  very  violent  aiong  the  Coaft,  and  it 

feldom 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits.  399 

feldom  rains  during  that  Seaibn  ;  but,  up  the  Coun¬ 
try,  the  Air  is  more  temperate,  and  the  Heats  are 
never  intolerable.  3Tis  the  fame  in  Proportion 
with  regard  to  Winter.  During  the  rainy  Seafon^ 
a  Deluge  of  Water  defcends  ;  but  that  being  over* 
fo  vaft  a  quantity  of  Dews  arife  every  Morning,  that 
One  would  think  it  had  rained',  and  thefe  Dews  make 
the  Land  exceedingly  fruitful.  In  Aprils  May ,  and 
June>  there  falls  along  with  the  Dews,  a  fort  of 
Manna,  which  congeals  on  the  Leaves  of  the 
Reeds,  whence  it  is  gathered,  i  have  tailed  home 
of  this  Manna,  which  is  as  fweet  as  Sugar,  but  not 
quite  fo  white. 

The  Climate,  if  we  may  judge  from  ourfelves 
and  thofe  who  came  with  us,  muff  be  healthy.  For, 
during  the  five  Years  that  we  have  lived  in  this 
Country,  we  have  all  enjoyed  our  Health,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  fevere  Fatigues  we  were  obliged  to 
undergo  ;  and  of  the  reft  of  the  Spaniards ,  two  on¬ 
ly  died.  One  of  thefe  a  Woman,  loft  her  Life  im¬ 
prudently,  by  bathing  herfelf,  tho5  (he  was  very 
big  with  Child,  and  expeded  every  Moment  to  be 
delivered. 

There  are  found  in  California ,  like  as  in  the  fined* 
Countries  in  the  World,  wide-extended  Plains, 
pleafmg  Vallies  ;  excellent  Pafturage,  at  all  Seafons, 
for  large  and  (mail  Cattle;  running  Springs  of  the 
cleared  Water  ;  Rivulets  and  Rivers,  whofe  Banks 
are  covered  with  Willows,  Reeds,  and  wild  Vines. 
The  Rivers  abound  with  Fifh,  particularly  with 
Cray-fifh,  which  are  carried  into  a  Kind  of  Refer- 
voirs,  whence  they  are  taken  out  as  People  want 
them.  I  myfelf  faw  three  of  thefe  Refervoirs,  all 
of  them  handfome  and  fpacious.  We  alfo  meet 
with  Abundance  of  Xicames,  better  tailed  than 
thofe  found  in  any  Part  of  Mexico.  Lienee  it  may 
be  concluded,  that  California  is  a  very  fruitful  Re¬ 
gion.  On  the  Mountains  grow  Mefcales,  a  Fruit 

pecu-, 
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peculiar  to  this  Country,  and  is  gathered  all  the 
Year  round.  We  likewife  meet,  almofi:  in  every 
Seafon,  with  large  Piftachoes,  of  various  Kinds, 
and  Figs  of  diffèrent  Colours.  The  Trees  are  beau¬ 
tiful,  and  particularly  thofe  called  by  the  Chinos ,  or 
Natives  of  the  Country,  Palo  Santo .  This  Tree 
bears  a  great  quantity  of  Fruit,  and  a  moil  excel¬ 
lent  Perfume  is  drawn  from  it. 

California  is  no  lefs  prolific  in  Grain  than  in  Fruit  $ 
and  there  are  fourteen  Sorts  of  the  former,  which 
the  Natives  feed  upon.  They  likewife  ufe  the  Roots 
of  Trees  and  Plants  ^  and,  among  others,  that  call¬ 
ed  Yyûca,  with  which  they  make  a  Kind  of  Bread. 
This  Country  produces  likewife  excellent  Skirret, 
and  a  Sort  of  fcarlet  Beans  *,  of  which  great  Quan¬ 
tities  are  eat  -,  together  with  Pompions  and  Water¬ 
melons,  of  a  prodigious  Size.  The  Soil  is  fo  vaftly 
rich,  that  many  Plants  bear  Fruit  thrice  a  Year  ,  fo 
that,  were  the  neceffary  Labour  employed  in  tilling 
and  cultivating  the  Lands  *,  and  the  Waters  proper¬ 
ly  diftributed,  the  whole  Country  would  be  extreme¬ 
ly  fertile,  and  produce  the  greateft  Plenty  of  Fruits 
and  Grain  of  every  Kind.  We  ourfelves  made  an 
Experiment  of  this  ;  for  having  brought  Wheat,  In¬ 
dian  Corn,  Peas,  and  Lentils,  from  New  Spain ,  we 
lowed  them,  and  found  a  very  abundant  Crop  tho* 
we  had  not  the  proper  Implements  -,  an  old  Mule, 
and  a  wretched  Plough-fhare,  being  the  only  Things 
we  then  poffefTed  for  that  Purpofe. 

Befides  lèverai  Kinds  of  Beads  well  known  to  us, 
whereof  great  Numbers  are  feen  here,  and  which 
are  good  Food,  fuch  as  Stags,  Flares,  Rabbits,  £dV0 
there  alfo  are  two  Species  of  Animals  not  found  in 
Europe.  We  called  them  Sheep,  becaufe  they  are 

*  Thefe  are  called  in  the  Original  Faifeoles .  by  which,  I  fup- 
pofe,  the  Pbafeoli  of  the  Romans  are  meant  ;  thefe  being  tranf- 
lated,  in  fome  of  the  French  Dictionaries,  Haricots,  which  an- 
fvver  to  our  French  Bee  ns. 
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fhaped  fomething  like  thofe  of  our  Country.  The 
flrft  Sort  is  as  large  as  a  Calf  of  one  or  two  Years 
old.  Their  Head  refembles  very  much  that  of  a 
Stag  ;  and  their  Horns,  which  are  of  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  Size,  are  like  thofe  of  a  Ram.  Their  Tail 
and  Hair,  which  is  fpotted,  are  fhorter  than  thofe 
of  Stags  ;  but  their  Hoofs  are  large,  round,  and 
cloven,  like  thofe  of  Oxen.  I  have  eat  of  thefe 
Beads,  and  their  Flefh  feemed  va ill  y  well  rafted, 
and  even  delicate.  The  other  fort  of  Sheep,  home 
of  which  are  white,  and  others  black,  do  not  differ 
fo  much  from  ours.  They  are  bigger,  and  much 
more  fleecy  ;  and  the  Wool,  which  is  eaftly  fpun, 
makes  very  good  Cloth.  Befides  thefe  Beads,  for 
Food,  there  are  Lions,  wild  Cats,  and  many  more 
like  to  thofe  of  New  Spain,  We  had  carried  fome 
Cows  into  California ,  and  a  great  Number  of  final! 
Cattle,  as  Sheep  and  Goats,  which  would  have  mul¬ 
tiplied  prodigioufly,  if  the  extreme  Neceflity  we  . 
were  in,  for  fome  Time,  had  not  obliged  us  to  kill 
a  great  Number  of  them.  We  alfo  carried  thither 
feveral  Horfes  and  young  Mares,  to  dock  the  Coun¬ 
try.  They  had  begun  to  breed  Hogs  ;  but  as  thefe 
make  a  great  Havock  in  the  Villages,  and  the  Wo  - 
men  of  the  Country  are  afraid  of  them,  we  are  re- 
folved  to  extirpate  them  entirely. 

With  refpecft  to  Birds,  all  thofe  of  Mexico ,  and 
moft  of  thofe  of  Spain,  are  found  in  California . 
There  are  Pigeons,  Turtles,  Larks;  a  great  Num¬ 
ber  of  delicately-tafted  Partridges,  Cede,  Ducks, 
and  feveral  other  forts  of  Birds,  both  of  Rivers  and 
of  the  Sea. 

The  Sea  abounds  very  much  with  Fifh,  which 
are  very  good  Food.  In  it  are  found  Pilchards, 
Anchovies  and  Tunnies,  which  laft  People  catch 
with  their  Hands  on  the  Shore.  Whales  are  feen 
pretty  frequently  in  thefe  Parts,  and  Tortoifes  of 
all  Kinds.  The  Shores  are  ftrewed  with  Heaps  of 

D  d  Shells, 
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Shells,  of  a  much  larger  Size  than  Mother  of  Pearl. 
Salt  is  not  made  from  the  Sea,  but  taken  out  of 
Pits.  This  Salt  is  as  white  and  clear  as  Chryftal* 
and  fo  very"  hard,  that  the  People  are  often  forc¬ 
ed  to  break  it  with  a  Hammer.  It  would  fell  for  a 
good  Price  in  New  Spain ,  that  Country  being  in 
great  want  of  this  Commodity. 

California  *  was  difcovered  about  two  hundred 
Years  ago.  Its  Coafts  are  famous  for  the  Pearl* 
fifiiery,  which  was  a  ifrong  Bait  for  the  Europeans  % 
who  have  made  feveral  Attempts  to  fettle  in  it. 
*Tis  certain,  that  would  ouf  King  fet  up  a  Fifhery 
here,  it  might  produce  raft  Sums.  I  don*t  doubt 
but  Mines  would  be  difcovered  in  feveral  Places,  if 
fought  for;  fincepart  of  the  Country  is  in  the  fame 
Latitude  with  the  Provinces  of  Cinaloa  and  Sonora 9 
where  there  are  very  rich  ones. 

Tho5  Heaven  has  been  fo  indulgent  to  the  Cali¬ 
fornians  ;  and  their  Land  produces  fpontaneoufiy 
many  Things  which  are  not  brought  forth  in  other 
Countries  except  with  vaft  Pains  and  Labour  ;  they 
yet  fet  no  Value  on  the  Abundance  and  Riches  of 
their  native  Region.  Contented  with  finding  the 
feveral  Neceffaries  of  Life,  they  difregard  all  Things 
befides.  The  inland  Country  is  very  populous,  ef« 
peciaily  northward  ;  and  tho’  there  is  fcarce  one 
Village  which  does  not  confift  of  twenty,  thirty, 
forty,  or  fifty  Families,  they  yet  never  build  Houfes, 
The  Shade  of  the  Trees  fcreens  them  in  the  Day¬ 
time,  from  the  fcorching  Sun-beams  ;  and  in  the 
Night,  they  fecure  themfelves  from  the  Inclemen¬ 
cy  of  the  Air,  by  a  Kind  of  Roof  made  of  Leaves  ! 
f  and  Boughs.  During  Winter,,  they  withdraw  to' 

Cavesr 

*  Sir  Francis  Brake,  who  Was  there  in  i  cjyS,  called  it  Nenxf 
Albion,  and  took  PofTeffion  of  it  in  the  Name  of  his  royal  Mi- 
Itrefs,  Queen  Elizabeth. 

f  This  may  put  one  in  mind  of  that  exquifite  Defcription  gk 

verf 
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Caves,  which  they  dig  ;  and  there  feveral  of  them 
live  together,  in  much  the  fame  Manner  as  wild 
Beafts.  The  Men  go  quite  naked,  at  leaft  thofe 
whom  we  faw.  They  wrap  or  tie  round  their 
Heads  a  Piece  of  very  fine  Linen,  or  a  Kind  of  Net¬ 
work.  They  wear  about  their  Necks,  and  fome- 
tirries  on  their  Hands,  by  way  of  Ornament,  Mo- 
ther-of-Pearl  in  various  Figures,  wrought  neatly  e~ 
nough  i  and  intermixed  with  little  round  Fruits,  re-  * 
fembling  our  religious  Beads.  Their  only  Weapons 
are  Bows,  Arrows,  or  Javelins  -,  but  thefe  they  car¬ 
ry  always  in  their  Hands,  for  hunting,  or  defend¬ 
ing  themfelves  againft  their  Enemies  %  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  feveral  Villages  or  Towns  being  fre-. 
quently  engaged  in  War  one  againft  the  other. 

The  Drefs  of  their  Women  is  fomething  more 
modefl:  than  that  of  the  Men,  the  former  wearing, 
from  the  Waift  to  the  Knee,  aTort  of  Apron,  made 

...  .  .  ;  i  i  -  .  ^ ..  .r.  i  ' , 

yen  of  the  Manner  in  which  Adam  and  Eve  pafied  their  Time 
In  the  Garden  of  Eden . 

Under  a  Tuft  of  Shade  that  on  à  Green 
Stood  whifpering  fft ,  by  a  frefto  Fountain  Side 
They  fat  them  downy  and  after  ?to  more  Toil , 

Of  their  fvjeet  gardning  Labour  than  fufjic  d 
To  recommend  cool  Zephyr,  and  made  E a fe 
More  eajy  ;  wholefome  Thirft  and  Appetite 
More  grateful  ;  to  their  Supper.  Fruits  they  felly 
Nediarine  Fruits ,  which  the  compliant  Boughs 
Yielded  them ?  fidedong  as  they  fat  recline 
On  the  foft  downy  Bank  damaskt  with  Flowers* 

Into  their  inpioft  Bower 
tianded  they  went  ;  and  eafed  the  putting  of 
Thefe  troublefome  Dijguifes  which  we  wear  5 
Strait  Side  by  Side  were  laid. 

. . .  n,'“*  ,  ri"  m  .  . . .  ‘  Ummvm 

Thefe,  lulled  by  Nightingales ,  embracing  flept , 

And  on  their  naked  Limbs  the  flowery  Roof 
Showed  Rofes,  which  the  Morn  repair'd*  Sleep  tin, 

Bleft  Pair  ;  and  O  yet  hap  pi  eft,  if  ye  jeek 
A e  happier  State*  and  know  to  know  no  more I 

;  Paradife  Lo fig  Book  IV. 
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of  Reeds,  plaited  as  artfully  as  the  neateft  Mats., 
They  cover  their  Shoulders  with  the  Skins  of  Beads  -, 
andwearon  their  Heads,  in  thefame  manner  as  Men, 
a  very  curious  Kind  of  Net-work  ;  and  thefe  fo  ve¬ 
ry  neat,  that  our  Soldiers  often  ufe  them  to  tie  up 
their  Hair.  They,  as  well  as  the  Men,  wear  Neck¬ 
laces  of  Mother-of- Pearl,  intermixed  with  the 
Stones  or  Kernels  of  Fruits,  and  Sea-fhells,  which 
defcend  to  their  Waifts  ;  and  Bracelets  of  the  fame 
Kind  with  the  Necklaces. 

The  ufuâl  Employment  both  of  Men  and  Women 
is  Spinning.  The  Thread  is  made  of  Blades  of 
Grafs,  which  ferve  as  Flax  or  Hemp  ;  or  of  a 
Cotton-like  Subfiance,  found  in  the  Rind  of  cer¬ 
tain  Fruits.  With  the  fineft Thread  they  make  the 
various  Ornaments  above  fpecified  ;  and  with  the 
coarfer,  Bags  or  Sacks  for  different  Ufes,  and  Fifh- 
ing-nets.  The  Men  Jikewife,  with  various  Baldes 
of  Grafs,  whole  Fibres  are  vaftly  clofe,  and  which 
they  work  yery  fkilfully,  make  a  fort  of  Kitchen- 
Furniture,  of  a  new  Kind,  and  of  all  Sizes.  The 
fmalleft  Pieces  ferve  for  Cups  -,  and  thofe  of  a  larger 
Size  for  Plates,  Biffes,  and  fometimes  Umbrellas 
for  the  Women  ;  and  of  the  largeft  are  made  Baf- 
kets  for  gathering  Fruits,  and  fometimes  Pans  and 
Bafons  to  drefs  their  Viduals.  But  thofe  who 
cook,  mu  ft  take  Care  to  move  thefe  Veffels  perpe¬ 
tually  whilft  they  are  over  the  Fire,  left  the  Flames 
fliould  catch  hold  of  them,  in  which  Cafe  they 
Would  be  burnt  prefen  tJy. 

The  Californians  are  a  very  lively  People,  and 
fond  of  joking.  1  his  we  found  when  we  firft  be¬ 
gan  to  inftrufl  them  ;  they,  whenever  we  commit¬ 
ted  any  Error  in  fpeaking  their  Language,  laugh¬ 
ing  at,  aod  jeering  us.  But  now  that  we  are  bet¬ 
ter  acquainted,  they  correfl  us,  whenever  we  com¬ 
mit  a  raujr,  tct  the  civil  left  Manner  ;  and  whenever 
we  explain  fcAie  Myftery  or  Article  in  Morality, 
i  1  1  which 
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which  interferes  with  their  Prejudices  or  antient 
■Errors,  ^  they  wait  till  the  Preacher  has  ended  his 
Difcourfe,  and  then  will  difpute  with  him,  in  a  for- 
cible  and  fenfible  Manner.  If  cogent  Reafons  are  of¬ 
fered,  they  liften  to  them  with  great  Docility  ;  and 
when  convinced,  they  fubmit,  and  perform  whate¬ 
ver  is  enjoined  them.  They  did  not  feem  to  have 
any  Form  of  Government,  nor  fcarce  any  Thin^ 
like  Religion,  or  a  regular  Worlhip.  They  adore 
the  Moon,  and  cut  their  Hair  (to  the  bed  of  my 
Remembrance)  When  that  Planet  is  in  the  Wane, 
in  Honour  of  their  Deity.  The  Hair  which  is  thus 
cut  off  they  give  to  their  Priefts,  who  employ  it 
in  feveral  fuperditious  Ufes.  Every  Family  enadts 
its  own  Laws  at  pleafure  ;  and  this  poffibly  may  be 
the  Gaufe  of  the  frequent  Contefls  and  Wars  in 
which  they  are  engaged  with  one  another. 

I  fhall  now  venture  to  lay  down  the  belt  Manner, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  of  propagating  the  Chriftian 
Religion  in  California ,  and  of  fettling  a  lading  and 
advantageous  Correfpondence  with  the  Natives  of 
it. 

Firfl,  I  believe  it  will  be  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
make  two  Embarkations  from  hence  annually.  The 
mod  confiderable  mud  be  for  New  Spain 3  with  which 
Country  fuch  a  Commerce  might  be  fettled,  as 
may  be  highly  advantageous  to  both  Nations.  The 
fécond  Embarkation  might  be  for  the  Provinces  of 
of  Sinaloa  and  Sonora ,  whence  new  rvEdlonaries  may 
be  brought,  as  well  as  all  Things  neceffary,  yearly,  for 
the  Support  of  fuch  as  are  already  fettled  here  :  The 
Ships  employed  in  theie  Embarkations  might  eafily 
be  fent,  between  one  Voyage  and  the  other,  upon 
new  Difcoveries  northward  ;  and  the  Expence  would 
not  be  very  great,  were  the  fame  Officers  and  Sail¬ 
ors  made  ufe  of  as  have  been  employed  hitherto  ; 
for  as  thefe  live  after  the  Manner  of  the  Country, 
they  would  piocuie  Fioviflons  for  little  or  nothin0-  % 

Dd3  ‘  and 
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and  being  acquainted  with  the  Seas  and  Coafts  oF 
California ,  they  confequendy  would  fail  with  great¬ 
er  Security  and  Difpatch. 

Another  effential  Article,  would  be,  to  provide 
for  the  Security  and  Support  both  of  fuch  Spaniards 
as  are  already  fettled  here,  and  of  thofe  Miffionaries 
who  fhall  come  hither  with,  or  after  us.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  the  Miffionaries,  3twas  with  great  Pleafure 
I  heard,  fmce  my  being  here,  th#  our  King  PbilipV. 
whom  God  long  preferve,  has  already  provided  for 
them,  in  a  Manner  worthy  of  his  Piety  and  Gran¬ 
deur  ;  his  Majefty,  the  Inftant  he  was  informed  of 
the  Progrefs  which  the  Chrifiian  Religion  made  in 
thefe  Parts,  fettling  fix  thoufand  Crowns  a  Year  on 
our  Million,  This  will  be  fufficient  to  fupport  a 
great  number  of  GofpeI-iabourers?  who  will  not  fail 
£o  come  to  our  Affiftance. 

With  regard  to  the  Security  of  the  Spaniards, 
now  fettled  here,  the  Fort  we  have  already  built  may 
ferve  in  cafe  of  Need.  ’Tis  raifed  in  the  Diftrift  of 
hh*  Denis,  in  the  Place  called,  by  the  Indians,  Cone  o  \ 
and,  by  us,  Our  Lady  of  Loretto,  and  here  we  eftablifhed 
our  firft  Million.  This  Fort  has  four  Imall  Baftions, 
and  is  furrounded  with  a  deep  Ditch.  An  Area  is  laid 
out  for  the  Soldiers  to  exercile  in,  and  Barracks 
are  built  for  them.  The  Chapel  dedicated  to  the 
Virgin,  and  the  Houle  of  the  Miffionaries,  ftand 
near  the  Fort.  The  Walls  of  thefe  Buildings  are 

of  Brick,  and  the  Roofs  of  Timber-  I  left Tn  this 

1  ort  eighteen  Soldiers  with  their  Officers,  two  of  i 
whom  are  married,  and  have  Children,  which  mull  1 
neceffarily  endear  them  to  this  Country.  There  al- 
fo  are  eight  Chinos  and  Negroes  for  the  Service  ; 
and  twelve  Sailors  on  Board  the  two  fmall  Ships’ 
called  the  St.  Xavier  and  the  Rojary  ;  belides  twelve 
Sailors  whom  l  took  with  me  on  Board  the  St 
pfeph.  We  were  obliged,  at  our  firft  fettling,  to  ' 
inirniis  fome  Soldiers,  merely  from  our  Inability  to 

fupport 
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Support  them.  5Tis  evident  that  the  Garrifon  in 
queftion  would  not  be  able  to  defend  the  Spaniards 
for  any  Time,  fhould  the  Barbarians  make  any  At¬ 
tempt  upon  them»  A  Garrifon  fhould  therefore  be 
fettled,  like  that  of  New  Bifcay  ;  and  fhould  be  fitu*» 
ated  on  fome  Spot,  whence  they  might  be  capable 
of  adting  from  every  Quarter.  This  alone  would 
be  fufficient  to  maintain  that  Peace  and  Tranquility 
in  the  Country,  which  we  have  hitherto  preferved. 
Heavens  be  praifed,  notwithftanding  our  Weak- 
nefs. 

Other  Particulars,  though  they  may  be  looked 
upon  as  of  lefs  Importance,  will  not  be  found  fo, 
when  duly  confidered.  Firfi ,  3Twill  be  proper  to 
beftow  a  Reward  upon  fuch  Soldiers  as  came  over 
thither  firft.  The  Succefs  we  have  hitherto  met 
with,  is  partly  owing  to  their  Bravery  ;  and  the 
Hopes  of  being  equally  diftinguifhed,  will  in¬ 
vite  others,  and  excite  them  to  imitate  the  Valour 
and  Conduct  of  thofe  who  fet  them  fo  noble  an 
Example. 

Secondly ,  Some  Gentlemen  and  Officers  fhould  be 
prevailed  upon  to  come  and  fettle  here,  in  order 
that  they,  and  their  Children,  may  fill  the  feveral 
Employments,  as  they  become  vacant. 

Laftly ,  It  is  of  the  higheft  Importance  for  the 
Miffionaries  to  live  in  good  Harmony  with  thofe 
who  command,  in  California.  It  were  to  be  wifhed 
that  the  King  himfelf  would  nominate  fome  t nifty 
Perfon,  by  the  Title  of  Intendant,  or  CommifTary- 
General  ;  one  who,  out  of  Zeal  for  the  Converfion 
of  this  Country,  would  undertake  to  pay  every  In¬ 
dividual  the  Sum  allotted  him  by  the  Court  -,  and  to 
keep  a  watchful  Eye  over  the  whole  Colonies, that  all 
Perlons  might  have  an  Opportunity  of  difcharging, 
unperplexed  and  with  Eafe,  the  feveral  Duties  of 
their  function  ;  in  a  Word,  a  Perfon  who  might 
prevent  Ambition  and  Interefc  from  deftroying, 

D  d  4.  as 
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as  has  too  often  happened,  in  an  Inftant,  a  Work  ' 
fbe  railing  of  which  took  up  fo  much  Time,  and  ex- 
poled  thole  who  engaged  in  it  to  fo  many  Dangers. 

Guadalaxara,  F  eh.  io,  1702. 

Francis  M.  Picolo, 

çïbe  $th  Vol.  of  the  Original  ends  here . 


A  Descent  made  by  the  Spaniards,  in 


IJland  of  *  California  in  1 68 


the 


3* 


T  A '  Spaniards,  ever  fmce  they  pofleiïed 
pexico ,  have  always  looked  upon  the  Ifland 
oïLah/crnia,  as  a  Conqueft  worthy  of  their  Arms' 
Ine  Advancement  of  our  holy  Religion,  and 'the 
va,tl0,n  °J  t1he  Californians,  added  to  the  hopes 
wmen  mofe  who  faded  this  way,  have  continually 
given  us,  viz .  that  a  confiderable  Pearl-Fifliery 
ITgr!£ carrl(:a  on  there  J  made  us  always  defirous 
cxtenc  :ng  tne  Spanijh  Empire  over  this  rich 

S'eivnd?  G)UnrJ);:  The  famous  Marquis  del 
■  alle\  1)onJ  F^dmand  Cortez, ,  was  the  firft  who  pro¬ 
jected,  and  engaged  in  this  Enterprize  ;  but  the 
Commstions  which  it  was  apprehended  would  break 
out,  in  a  Country  newly  conquered,  having  obliged 
nm  to  return  to  Mexico,  put  an  End  to  all  The 
iop,s  which  tne  World, entertained  of  his  Bravery 
ancl  Succefs.  Several  Attempts  have  been  hvZ 
,n“'L  '-'Y  other  great  Captains,  but  thefe  were  al¬ 
ways  defeated  by  fome  unforefeen  Accident  ;  and 
Te  onV  Advantage  gained  by  thefe  various  D<*- 

led"eoÆ  r  M  Spamaris  fot  fome  «ttle  Know- 
ied&e  01  T  Inhabitants  of  this  Ifland  ;  of  the  Pearl- 

tinentf™?  “  Wc  fl,J?pofed  10  Part  of  the  Con- 

Fifhery^ 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits:-^ 

Fifhery  ;  which  may  be  carried  on  there  and  of  a 
new  kind  of  Ambergreafe  found  in  thefe  Parts. 

The  Glory  of  this  Conqued,  of  equal  Importance  to 
Religion  and  Trade,  was  referved  for  our  Monarch* 
at  whofe  Expence  this  laft  Embarkation  was  made* 
and  from  which  we  may  promife  ourfelves  the 
greated  Succefs.  Marquis  de  Laguna ,  Viceroy  .  and 
Captain-General  of  Mexico  or  New  Spain ,  having 
received  Orders,  from  his  Catholic  Majedy,  not  to 
fpare  any  Expence  with  regard  to  Enterprizes* 
where  there  might  be  the  lead  Probability  of  ex¬ 
tending  the  Chriftian  Faith  among  the  barbarous 
Nations,  fitted  out  two  Ships  of  ’War,  with  a  'Bi- 
lander  *  ^  and  putting  on  Board  them  a  Body  of 
Bout  Troops,  with  Provifions  and  Ammunition  of 
every  kind,  he  fent  them  upon  this  Conqued,  un¬ 
der  the  Command  of  Don  IJidore  d'Atondo  -f.  Ad¬ 
miral  of  New  Spain ,  from  whofe  Letters  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Account  ^  was  extraéled. 

This  little  Fleet  failed  from  the  Port  of  Chalaca * 
in  New  Gallicia ,  the  1 8th  of  January  1683.  Their 
Voyage,  for  feme  Days,  was  not  very  fuccefsful* 
as  the  Wind  was  aimed  perpetually  contrary  ;  and 
the  Ships  being  obliged  to  ply  to  Windward,  were 
thrown  by  the  Storm  into  the  Harbour  of  Mazal- 
lan ,  in  which  both  Ships  entered  the  9th  of  Febru¬ 
ary.  They  arrived  March  18,  at  the  Mouth  of 
the  River  of  Cinaloa ,  where  there  is  a  pretty  com- 

*  A  two  Mali:  V effel. 

f  This  Enterprize  is  hinted  at,  in  Father  U  Gohien\  Letter 
to  the  Jefuits  of  France ,  inferred  in  fag.  3Ç1,  of  this  Volume. 

P  I  met  accidentally  with  this  Relation  in  Paris  ;  and  Califor¬ 
nia  being  a  Country  io  little  known,  I  judged  that  this  Account 
would  pleafe.  ’Tis  annexed  to  the  Relation  of  two  fournies, 
undertaken  by  the  Emperor  of  China ,  in  1682  and  1683,  into 
Eaftern  and  Wejlern  Tartary.  The  whole  is  dedicated  to  Lewis 
XIV  ;  and  printed  at  Paris ,  for  Efiienne  Micballet,  i68ç,  i2mo. 
The  Account  of  this  Befcent  was  written  originally  in  Spanijb , 

mod  lows 
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mou.ous  Harbour.  Here  they  refrelhed  themfelves 
for  fome  Time,  and  afterwards  continued  their 
Courfe  along  the  Coaft  of  Cinaloa,  as  far  as  the 
Elands  of  St,  Ignatius ,  where  they  ply’d  to  Wind¬ 
ward,  in  order  to  make  the  greater  Expedition  ; 
or  rather  that  they  might  not  fail  quite  fo  flow  as  be¬ 
fore.  Their  Courfe  was  pretty  near  from  Eaft 
Weftward.  The  AV eather  was  now  fo  very  favour¬ 
able,  that  the  Ships  were  carried  in  one  Night,  in 
fight  of  Ceraibo  and  the  Land  of  California,  ipite  of 
the  ftrong  Currents  met  with  in  this  Arm  of  the  Sea, 
and  which  run  with  great  Impetuofity  into  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Ocean.  However,  the  Wind  fhifting  on  a 
fudden,  they  could  not  get  a-lhore  till  three  Days 
after.  They  then  coafted  along,  Northweft,  and, 
after  failing  eight  Leagues,  arrived  at  Jaft,  at  the 
Mouth  of  the  famous  Harbour  de  la  Paz  *.  Geo¬ 
graphers  are  very  much  divided  in  Opinion  with 
Regard  to  the  Situation  of  this  Port.  ’Tis  placed, 
in  our  common  Maps  in  the  24th  Degree  :  Some 
particular  Maps,  fix  it  at  the  27th;  and  others  a- 
gain  in  the  25th  and  26th  Degree.  ’Tis  placed,  in 
Captain  de  Lureville’s  Chart,  in  the  24th  Degree  ; 
agreeing,  in  this  Refpect,  with  thofe  of  Janfonius. 
Neverthelefs,  Father  Eufebius  Francis  Kino ,  the  Je- 
fuit,  a  famous  Mathematician,  who  was  in  this  Ex¬ 
pedition,  declares  that  the  Mouth  of  this  Harbour 
lies  in  24  Degrees,  45  Minutes.  This  made  us 
doubt  whether  this  Port  be  really  that  call’d  de  la 
Paz  5  which  Doubt  is  the  more  ]uft!y  grounded,  as 
the  Californians  who  were  met  with  in  this  Harbour 
did  not  underftand  one  Word  of  what  the  Tefuits* 
on  Board  the  Fleet,  laid  to  them  ;  though  thofe 
Words  were  taken  from  a  Dictionary,  which  other 
Jefuits  had  compiled  at  Port  de  la  Paz,  in  the  firft 
Expeditions  of  the  Spaniards.  Add  to  this,  that  it  was 

*  ’Tis  fo  call’d  in  oar  M.rs  :  In  the  Original  ’tis  Notre  Dame 
ta  Paix,  i.  e„  Our  Lady  of  Peace. 

obferved^ 
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sobferved,  in  the  firft  Voyages  to  California ,  that 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  Harbour  ufed  to  come  on 
Timber-Floats  and  Canoes,  to  meet  all  fuch  Euro - 
peans  as  arrived  there,  with  the  greatelt  Demonftra- 
tions  of  Friendfhip  ;  whereas,  on  this  Occafion, 
-not  fo  much  as  one  Float  or  Canoe  appeared,  nor 
was  a  fingle  Californian  feen  for  feveral  Days.  Don 
Jfidore  de  Atondo  the  Admiral,  who  like  wife,  enter¬ 
tained  the  fame  Doubt,  endeavoured  to  iolve  it,  by 
fuppofmg  that  the  Californians  called  Guancures 9 
who,  according  to  the  firft  Relations,  were  engag¬ 
ed  in  War  with  thofe  of  Port  de  la  Paz ,  might 
have  drove  out  the  ancient  Inhabitants,  and  feized 
upon  their  Country  ;  becaufe  the  Marks  we  have  that 
the  Cape  of  St.  Luke  is  at  the  Point  of  the  Ifland 
of  Ceralbo ,  fhew  that  this  Harbour  is  the  ancient 
Port  de  la  Paz.  However  this  be,  we  fhall  give  it 
that  Name.  We  entered  it  the  30th  of  March y 
after  performing  a  nine  Days  Devotion  to  St.  Jofeph . 
The  Bay  is  very  large,  and  much  like  that  of  Cales ; 
On  the  Morrow,  we  advanced  five  or  fix  Leagues 
higher,  and  call  Anchor.  The  Admiral,  with  his 
Captains,  landed  from  two  Boats,  upon  a  very  a^ 
greeable  Spot  covered  with  Palm-Trees,  where  they 
found  a  Spring  of  excellent  Water.  They  did  not 
meet  with  a  fingle  Inhabitant  in  this  Place  ;  but 
imagined,  by  the  Footfteps  feen,  that  there  were 
fome  Men  thereabouts.  The  Spaniards  did  not 
advance  farther  this  Day,  but  returned  to  the  Coafl, 
and  lay  there. 

The  Day  following  all  the  Men  landed,  when 
immediately  a  great  Crois  was  eredted  upon  an 
Eminence,  by  Way  of  taking  Pofieffion  of  the 
Country  in  the  Name  of  God,  and  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty  *.  The  Spaniards  wanted  to  know  whether 

fome 

*  What  Right  the  Spaniards  had,  to  feize  upon  a  Country  in 
this  Manner,  and  difpoflefs  the  Natives  of  it,  is  above  my  Com- 

prehenlion  ; 
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fome  Californians  were  not  hid  in  thefe  Woods' 
which  are  exceedingly  thick,  and  cover  the  whole 
Mountain  For  this  Purpofe  they  left  a  few  Eata¬ 
bles,  fuch  as  Indian  Corn,  Bifcuit,  &V.  mixino- 
lome  Beads  among  them.  Being  fatisfied  with  this 
JJilcovery,  they  returned  on  Board  their  Ships. 

The  Third  of  April,  the,  Spaniards  landed  again, 
when  they  found  the  feveral  Things  they  had  left 
in  the  very  fame  Place  untouched.  The  Admiral,  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  Captain  and  fome  Soldiers,  went 
upon  a  Hill,  whence  he  difcovered  only  a  wide- 
extended  Lake  ;  and  afterwards  return’d  on  Board 
f  nips.  On  Sunday  after  Mafs,  they  lent  out  the 
IJoats,  upon  a  Difcovery,  through  Straits  above 
i  hree  Leagues  in  Length.  The  Extremity  of 
tnefe  Straits,  according  to  Father  Kino,  is  in  24. 
Degrees  10  Minutes.  They  fpent  the  Evening  in 
Fiihing  ;  and  catch’d  a  large  Quantity  of  Sea- 
folves,  Soles,  i  hornbacks,  and  feveral  other  Fifh 


prehemion  : :  Much  the  fame,  as  it  would  be  for  a  Fellow  to  take 
away  by  horce,  a  Coat  cut  of  a  Man’s  Shop,  becaufe  he  is 
‘,‘7fei-  Sfme  may  perhaps  fay,  that  the  Obedience  the 
if  hb°K  T"  fvesA  Efficient  Sanftion  to  all  Attempts 

1-  di  't?L  1  be  Submiihon  required  by  them  is  thus  ftrong- 
vponiïtjLï™  Cûamr>"nan  0ldham>  “  .W*  ThW  Satyr 


Let  it  he  held  lefs  heinous ,  I  e/s  amifs , 

Lo  hreak  all  God's  Commands,  than  one  of  his  *  * 

Zf™  hL  great  Miffons  call,  without  Delay , 
Without  Reluctance  readily  ohev. 


{*  the  Pope’s) 


KJ>0U™  be  to  Bantam,  or  japan  command , 

Or  fartheft  Round  of  Southern,  unknown  Land ; 
it?  ,  f  îhan  -Avarice  its  Vaffals  drives , 

Ihro  Rooks  and  Dangers;  l0Js  0f  Blood  and  Lives  : 
Like  great  Xavier  f  be  your  Obedience ; /hewn  ; 

-,  Rif  1  ^  Courage ,  Glory  and  Renown  } 

h  bon:  neither  yawning  Gulphs  of  deep  Defbair , 
fc°r  ching  Heats  of  burning  Line  could  fare  • 
Mom  mas,  nor  Storms  nor  Wrecks  could  make  refn 
Prom  propagating  holy  Faith  and  Gain .  7  ' 


Of 
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of  a  prodigious  Size,  which  fenced  them  for  Pro  vi¬ 
rions  three  Days.  Among  thefe  Fifh  fome  poifon- 
ous  Ones,  which  they  knew,  were  found.  On  'Mon¬ 
day  they  return’d  to  the  Place  where  they  firft 
landed  ;  and  began  to  build  a  fmall  Fort  there,  with 
a  Church,  dedicating  it  to  our  Lady  of  Guaclaloupe , 
as  the  Conqueft  of  this  Country  was  undertaken 
under  her  Protection.  Thefe  Precautions  were  not 
unneceilary  ;  for  the  Admiral,  with  fome  Captains, 
going  upon  an  Eminence,  difcovered  a  vaft  Cloud 
of  Smoke  ;  this  being  the  Signal  employed  by  the 
Californians  whenever  they  aifemble,  in  order  to 
make  War.  The  Admiral  judged  it  expedient  to 
fortify  himfelf,  which  was  accordingly  done  with 
Trunks  of  Palm-Trees  \  they  mixing  thefe  inftead 
of  Fafcines,  with  the  Soldiers  Boxes  and  Trunks  % 
in  order  to  firejjpon  the  Natives,  if  they  found  it 
neceffary  and  to  fecure  themfelves  from  their 
Darts  and  Arrows.  They  mounted  three  Field- 
Pieces  on  the  Fort,  which  was  raifed  in  Form  of  a 
Half-Moon  ;  and  after  taking  thefe  feveral  Precau¬ 
tions,  they  palled  that  Night  without  the  leaft  Ap- 
prehenfions.  The  Soldiers  going,  on  the  Morrow, 
to  grub  up  or  clear  a  Hill,  and  fell  Timber  for  the 
Fortifications,  heard  on  a  hidden,  a  dreadful  Cry 
made  by  the  Natives,  who  were  marching  diredlly 
towards  them.  Immediately  the  Alarm  was  found¬ 
ed,  and  they  all  retired  into  the  Fort.  Scarce  had 
we  put  ourfelves  in  a  Pofture  of  Defence,  when 
we  faw  about  Thirty-five  Californians ,  who  were  all 
well-made,  agreeable  Men,  arid  completely  armed 
with  Bows,  Arrows  and  Darts.  They  drew  up  in  the 
Form  of  a  Half-Moon  ;  and  feemed,  by  their  Gef- 
tures,  to  bid  us  quit  their  Country.  The  Admi¬ 
ral  and  the  Captains  declar’d,  by  Signs,  that  they 
were  defirous  of  Peace,  and  came  to  conclude  an 

*  Excellent  this  !  as  tho’  the  Spaniards  had  a  right  to  kill 
the  Natives,  in  Cafe  they  oppofed  their  fettling  among  them. 

Alliance 
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Alliance  with  them  *.  The  Spaniards  entreated 
them,  by  Signs,  to  lay  down  their  Arms,  obferv- 
ing  that  they  would  do  the  fame  ;  but  the  Califor¬ 
nians  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to'  comply. 

In  the  mean  Time,  Father  Mutism  Gogrii,  and 
Fathoi  Kino,  both  Jefuit-hdifïionàries,  who  were 
come  in  this  Fleet,  in  order  to  convert  the  Natives, 
advanced  towards  them  with  Intrepidity,  offerino- 
them  Bifcuit,  Indian  Corn,  Glafs  Beads,  and  kve- 
ral  trifling  Things,  which  are  highly  valued  by 
thefe-  Barbarians.  They  did  not  care,  at  fifft,  to 
take  them  fiom  their  1  lands  ;  but  oblerved  by 
Signs  that  they  would  accept  them,  provided  they 
would  lay  them  on  the  Ground.  This  being  done, 
they  took  what  was  offered  them  -,  and  after  eating 
fome  of  the  Victuals  with  the  greateft  Demonftra° 
tions  ol  Joy,  they  laid  down  their  Arms  ;  and  took 
from  the  Hands  of  the  Jefuits,  and  thofe  of  the 
other  Spaniards ,  every  Thing  fet  before  them.  They 
fwallowed  down  the  Provifions  very  greedily  5  and 
after  rubbed  their  Stomach  and  Belly,  with  a  very 
quick  Motion,  as  an  Indication  of  their  Huno-er. 
’Tis  not  _  that  they  were  in  Want  of  Provifimis  j 
they  having  Venifon  with  which  they  regaled  the 
Spaniards,  and  fome  Pieces  of  a  certain  Meat  roaft- 
ed,  which  alio  is  eat  in  New-Spaing  but  having 
travelled,  (as  was  fuppofed)  a  great  many  League 
that  Day,  they  probably  defign’d  to  referee  thefe 
Provifions  for  their  Return  ;  or  eat  it  by  the  fide 
of  a  Spring,  of  which  the  Spaniards  had  taken  Pof- 
fefllon.  rhèle  obferCd  that  the  Barbarians ,  after 
eating  a  1  mal  !  Portion  of  what  was  given  them,  went 
and  carried  the  reft  up  thé  Mountain  i  declaring  at 
their  Return,  by  Signs,  that  they  would  gladly  accept 
of  more.  Pofiibly  their  Wives  and  Children  herein 

*  How  juflly  mght  fome  of  the  Fables  ci  E  fop,  tone  of  thofe 
of  the  Wolf  and  Sheep  for  Inftance)  be  applied  on  this  Occa- 
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the  adjacent  Mountains  %  and  they  carried  them  Part 
of  whatever  was  prefented  to  them  by  the  Spaniards* 
Thefe  Californians  did  not  go  away*  that  Day*  till 
Evening  :  And  though  the  Spaniards  were  perfedtly 
well  fatisfiêd  with  their  Behaviour*  it  yet  was  thought 
prudent  for  them  to  ftand  upon  their  Guard  to  ;  and 
beware  of  a  People*  with  whofe  Temper  and  Fide¬ 
lity  they*  as  yet,  were  utterly  unacquainted.  The 
Spaniards  fpent  the  following  Days  in  felling  the 
Palm-Trees,  and  other  large  Trees,  in  order  to 
ftrengthen  the  Half-Moon. 

On  T'hurfday ,  April  8,  they  caught  a  vaft  Num¬ 
ber  of  Fifh  ;  but  the  Natives  not  appearing  that 
Day,  were  fufpedted  to  harbour  fome  evil  Defign, 
and  to  be  drawing  Forces  together,  in  order  to 
come  and  attack  us  2  Neverthelefs  on  the  Morrow, 
there  came  fourfcore  and  ten  Californians ,  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  former,  who  gave  us  all  the  Tefti- 
monies  poffible  of  Friendfhip.  We  prefented  them 
with  an  Image  of  the  Crucifix,  and  that  of  our 
Lady  of  Guadaloupe .  The  Surprize  they  difcover’d 
at  the  Sight  of  them,  plainly  fliew’d  that  they  had 
never  feen  any  Thing  of  this  kind  before.  They 
always  went  every  Evening  to  lie  upon  the 
Mountain,  and  would  return  next  Morning,  they 
difcovering  the  greated  Familiarity  and  Freedom  ; 
mixing  with  the  Spaniards  without  the  lead  Feary 
and  even  with  too  great  Liberty  5  they  fome  times 
filching  Things  of  little  Value  with  wonderful 
Dexterity.  Hie  Admiral  perceiving  this,  thought 
it  neceflary  to  put  a  flop  to  their  Thefcsy.  by  infpir- 
ing  them  with  Awe  and  Dread.  The  Method 
he  ufed  for  this  Purpofe  was  as  follows.  He  or¬ 
dered  a  very  thick  Leathern  Shield,'  to  be  hailed  to' 
the  Bones  of  a  Whale,  found  there  by  Accident. 
The  Barbarians  were  then  defired,  by  Signs,  to  let 
fly  their  Arrows  at  the  Shield,  which  fome  of  the 
mod  vigorous  among  them  did  with  the  greated' 

Dexterity  ÿ 
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Dexterity;  however,  their  Arrows  broke,  and 
made  very  little  Impreffion  on  the  Leather  ;  a  Cir- 
cumftance  which  furprized  them  greatly,  their  Ar¬ 
rows  being  fo  very  lharp,  that  they  can  ftrike  quite 
through  all  kinds  of  Beads.  The  Admiral  after¬ 
wards  aiked  them  by  Signs,  whether  they  were  de- 
firous  of  feeing  the  Force  and  Power  of  the  Spanijb 
Arms  ;  the  Californians  imagining,  as  they  after¬ 
wards  declared,  that  the  Mulket  was  a  fort  of 
Bow,  and  the  Rammer  the  Arrow  :  But  now  Don 
Jfidore ,  in  order  to  fhew  them  the  Force  of  the 
Mufket,  order’d  Martin  Veraftigui  to  difcharge  his 
againft  the  Shield  ;  when  he  retiring  fix  Paces  far¬ 
ther  from  the  Shield  than  they  had  done,  fired  his 
Piece,  and  pierced  not  only  the  Leather  of  the 
Shield,  but  alfo  the  Bone  of  the  Whale  to  which 
it  was  nailed.  The  Barbarians ,  being  now  in  the 
greated  Surprize,  drew  nearer  in  order  to  fee  the 
Hole  made  on  this  Occalion  ;  when  afking 
for  a  Bullet  in  hopes  of  performing  the  like.  One 
was  given  them.  A  Californian  then  laid  the  Bul¬ 
let  at  the  End  of  a  Dart,  and  blew  it  with  all  his 
Might  ;  thefe  People  fancying  that  the  Noife  was 
owing  to  the  forcible  blowing  away  the  Bullet; 
however,  the  Moment  they  let  it  go,  it  would  fall 
at  their  Feet.  They  now  were  frighted,  and  dif- 
condnued  their  Pilferings  ;  and  if  ever  they  happen¬ 
ed  to  deal  any  little  Thing,  and  were  difcovered, 
they  would  return  it  that  Inftant.  They  then  were 
afked  by  Signs,  whether  there  were  no  Rivers  in 
this  Country  ?  When  one  of  them  endeavoured  to 
anfwer  this  queftion  thus.  He  took  up  a  Dart, 
and  pointing  Weft  ward,  began  to  amble  along; 
when,  going  once  and  a  half  round  the  Camp,  he 
turned  the  Point  of  his  Dart  towards  the  Sun  ; 
thereby  denoting,  that  there  was  a  River,  as  far 
diftant  from  thence,  as  might  be  travelled,  in  the 
manner  he  had  ambled,  in  the  Time  that  the  Sun 
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is  going  once  and  a  half  round  :  Whence  we  con¬ 
cluded,  that  there  was  a  River,  weftward,  ciiftanta 
Day’s  Journey  and  a  half  from  the  Camp.  The 
Spaniards  afterwards  took  a  Handful  of  Salt,  and 
gave  them  home  to  tafte;  alking,  at  the  fame  Time* 
if  there  was  pny  among  them.  The  Californians 
put  fome  of  it  into  their  Mouths,  and  afterwards 
gave  us  to  underhand,  by  turning  their  Heads,  that 
they  had  none.  1'hey  next  laid  their  Hands  on 
their  Cheeks,  when,  fhutting  their  Eyes,  they  took 
Leave  of  the  Company  ;  denoting,  by  this  Action, 
that  they  were  going  to  deep. 

The  Jefuits,  whofe  only  View  in  going  on  board 
this  Fleet  was  to  convert,  if  poffible,  the  Natives, 
immediately  began  to  fludy  their  Language.  For 
this  Purpole  they  took  exad  Notice  of  every  Word 
they  heard,  and  inftandy  wrote  it  down,  in  order 
to  learn  it  by  heart.  Father  Kinoi  who  begins  to 
underhand  that  Tongue,  affirms  it  is  very  clear  5 
and  allures  us,_  that  all  the  Letters  of  our  Alphabet 
are  employed  in  it.  Thefe  Californians  am  a  tracta¬ 
ble,  kind  People,  and  extremely  jovial  They 
pronounce  the  Spanifh  very  diftindlly  ;  and,  at  our 
firh  Arrival  among  them,  their  Children  came  and 
played  as  familiarly  with  ours,  as  if  they  had  all 
been  brought  up  together. 

Seldom  a  Fay  palled  but  other  Californians  came 
to  the  Camp.,  The  Spaniards ,  after  having  per¬ 
formed  their  Eafter- devotions  *  with  <?reat  Fer¬ 
vency,  on  Holy  Ehurfday ,  in  the  Church  which  they 
had  raided  with  the  Trunks  of  Trees  and  Boughs, 
faw  forty  new  Californians  advancing  towards  them. 
Being  come  up,  they  indulged  them  the  kind- 
eft  Reception,  and  gave  them  certain  Trifles,  in 
return  for  fome  Loads  of  Wood  they  brought.  The 
Barbarians  were  fo  delighted  with  thefe  Prefents, 

*  '  The  Original  is  ayant  fait  leurs  pâques,  fjgnifying,  having 
received  the  Sacramentj  preparatory  to  the  Feait  o ï  Eafter. 

^  that 
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that  all  of  them  returned,  next  Day,  with  Wood 
loaded  on  their  Shoulders. 

Thefe  Californians  are  exceedingly  tradtable.  They 
liften  with  Pleafure  to  Inftruftion,  join  in  Prayer 
with  the  Jefuits,  make  the  Sign  of  the  Crofs  ;  and 
repeat,  very  clearly  and  diftindtly,  the  Prayers  which 
are  taught  them  j  for  thos  they  don’t  underhand 
thefe  Prayers,  neverthelefs  the  Name  of  God 
mentioned  in  them,  is  capable  of  foftning  their 
Hearts,  and  may  produce  the  moil  happy  Effedt 
with  regard  to  their  Souls. 

The  Manner  in  which  they  exprefs  every  Thing 
by  Geftures,  fhews  them  to  have  good  natural  Parts. 
An  old  Man,  who  had  had  five  Children,  took  this 
Method  to  inform  the  Spaniards ,  that  he  had  buried 
one  of  them  not  many  Days  before.  He  dug  a 
Grave,  threw  in  a  Log  of  Wood,  and  covered  it 
with  Earth  ;  endeavouring  to  confole  himfelf,  by 
this  Addon,  for  his  Lofs.  After  this  Manner  thefe 
good  People  converfe  with,  and  tell  us  many  Parti¬ 
culars,  which,  for  Brevity  fake,  I  omit.  *Tis  not 
yet  known  whether  they  have  any  Huts.  The 
Admiral  having  commanded  a  Corporal,  with  fome 
Soldiers,  to  advance,  for  that  Purpofe,  as  far  up  the 
Country  as  pofiible  ;  thefe  Men,  having  marched  a- 
bout  three  Leagues,  went  upon  a  very  high  Emi¬ 
nence,  and  thence  fpied  a  large  Lake,  fine  Plains, 
and  thick  Clouds  of  Smoke,  at  a  great  Diftance  ; 
but  did  not  perceive  either  Men  or  Huts. 

The  Air  of  this  Ifiand  is  very  healthy  and  agreea¬ 
ble.  We  law  high  Mountains,  covered  with  Wood,  i 
and  (locked  with,  wild  Fowl,  Rabbits  and  Deer. 
The  Soil  feems  very  fit  for  Seeds  of  every  Kind  ; 
the  Spaniards  having  already  fowed  Indian  Corn, 

*  How  idle  is  this  !  Though  every  Thing  expreffive  of  the 
Deity,  ought,  when  underltood,  to  work  powerfully  on  the 
Minds  of  Men;  yet  what  Effect  can  an  empty  Sound  have  on 
Perlons  who  are  utterly  ignorant  of  the  Idea  implied  by  it  ! 
This  favours  very  much  cf  the  Cabaiiftical  Doctrines. 

Melons, 
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Melons,  &c.  which  they  brought  with  them.  The 
Meadows  and  fine  Pafture  Grounds  found  in  this 
Country,  give  us  Reafon  to  believe,  that  all  Sorts 
of  Animals  may  thrive  in  it.  For  this  Purpofe  the 
Admiral  fent  his  Galley  to  fetch  over  home  ;  and  Ad- 
vice  has  been  brought,  that  fhe  was  arrived  at  Hia~ 
qui,  where  the  feveral  Cattle,  which  the  Admiral 
defired  to  be  fent,  were  put  on  board. 

Some  Soldiers,  rambling  ataconfiderable  Diftance 
from  the  Camp,  came  to  a  Cave,  wherein  lay  a 
great  Number  of  human  Bones,  whence  they  con¬ 
jectured  that  the  Natives  bury  their  Dead  there. 
They  alfo  found  in  it  fome ’Wrecks  of  Ships,  which, 
probably,  were  part  of  thofe  belonging  to  Captain 
Ortega ,  who  wascaft away  in  this  Marbourin  1 633  or 
1634.  They  likewife  found  mineral  Stones,  and 
Pieces  of  Mother-of-pearl,  with  which,  if  the  fir  ft 
Relations  may  be  credited,  this  great  Gulph  abounds. 
But  whatever  Wonders  are  therein  told  concerning 
them,  we  have  not  yet  found  any  ;  and  the  Califor¬ 
nians  feem  to  have  never  feen  any  fuch  Thino*. 
Poffibly  they  are  to  be  met  with  only  in  the  Hands’ 
of  which  there  are  a  multitude  in  this  Streighf,  par¬ 
ticularly  to  the  North-weft.  The  Soldiers°likewife 
faw  in  the  abovementioned  Cave,  fame  Bones  of  a 
Whale,  of  fo  prodigious  a  Size,  that  a  fingle  Jaw¬ 
bone  was  five  Ells  broad.  The  Admiral  waits  im¬ 
patiently  for  the  Horfes  which  are  to  be  fent  him 
from  Hiaqui ,  in  order  to  advance  farther  up  into 
the  Country  ;  and  to  go  on  the  other  Side  of  the 
Harbour,  as  well  as  to  the  Bay  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen , 
twenty  Leagues  from  the  Port  de  la  Paz. 

The  Length  of  this  Hand,  from  North-weft, to 
South-weft,  is  1700  Leagues,  from  Cape  St.  Luke 
to  that  of  Mendozino  *  ^  and  its  Breadth,  from  Eaft 
to  North-weft,  is  500  Leagues,  from  Port  Sir 
Francis  Drake ,  to  Cape  Mendozino ,  according  to 

*  ’Tis  called  Mendocino  in  Moll's  Maps 
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the  fir  ft  Relations  of  this  Country;  When  we  have 
made  a  complete  Difcovery  of  it,  we  then  fhall 
be  able  to  fend  you  a  more  authentic  Account. 

VoL  VI.  of  the  Original  begins  here.  Father  le 
Gobietfs  Dedication  of  it,  to  the  Jefuits  of  France , 
is  omitted  here. 

* 

Father  Mauduit,  to  Father  Le  Gobien. 

Caroovepondi,  a  Town  in  the  Kingdom  of 
.  Carnata,  in  India,  Jan.  1.  1702. 

Reverend  Father , 

1P  N  my  former  Letters,  I  obferved  that  our  Supe¬ 
riors  were  refolved  to  fettle  a  new  Million  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Carnata ,  in  the  Neighbourhood,  and 
after  the  Model  of  that  of  Madura ,  and  had  made 
Choice  of  me  for  that  Purpofe.  As  the  Manners 
and  Cuftoms  of  thefe  People  are  very  extraordinary, 
and  it  is  proper  for  a  MiiTionary  to  acquaint  him- 
felf  with  them,  I  thought  it  neceflary  for  me  to  go 
and  ftudy  them  in  Madura ,  under  Father  Francis 
LaineZj  and  Father  Jofeph  Carvalho  *,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  laboured  about  fix  Months  with  them  in  that 
Miffion.  I  afterwards  went,  at  the  Command  of 
my  Superiors,  to  Cangivaron ,  the  Capital  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Carnata ,  and  refided  there  fome  time. 

I  am  to  obferve  that  Catechifts  of  a  lower  Cafte, 
cannot  be  employed  in  inftrutfiing  füch  Indians  as 
are  of  a  higher  Cafte.  The  Bramins  and  Shoo  très , 
who  are  the  principal  and  moft  extenftve  Caftes, 
have  a  much  greater  Averfion  to  the  Parias ,  who 
.  are  under  them,  than  any  Prince  in  Europe  could 
entertain  for  the  Dregs  of  the  People.  Thefe  Bra¬ 
mins  and  Shooires  would  be  diihonoured  in  their  na¬ 
tive  Place,  and  lofe  all  the  Privileges  of  their  Cafte, 
fhould  they  liften  to  the  Inftru (fiions  of  a  Perfon  whom 
their  Countrymen  confider  as  an  abominable  Wretch. 

We 
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We  therefore  are  obliged  to  appoint  Parias- Cate** 
chifts  for  the  Parias ,  and  Bramin-C atechifts  for  the 
Bramins  ;  a  Circumftance  which  gives  us  no  little 
Trouble,  it  not  being  eafy  to  procure  fuch,  efpeci- 
ally  of  the  latter.  Nothing  is  more  difficult  than 
to  convert  the  Bramins  ;  for  thefe  being  natu¬ 
rally  haughty,  and  puffed  up  with  Notions  of  their 
exalted  Birth,  and  their  Superiority  over  the  reft  of 
the  Caftes,  they  thence  are  found  lefs  tradable,  and 
more  ftrongly  attached  to  the  Superftitions  of  their 
Country. 

The  23d  of  laft  March  an  Eclipfe  of  the  Moon 
happened.  As  the  Bramins  are  the  only  Scholars 
and  Divines  among  the  Indians ,  and  apply  them- 
felves  particularly  to  Aftronomy,  they  alfo  had  fore¬ 
told  the  Eclipfe  inqueftion.  Upon  examining  their 
Calculation,  I  found  it  was  not  quite  accurate,  for 
which  Reafon  I  drew  a  Scheme  of  that  Eclipfe, 
wherein  I  fpecified  exadly  the  Time  and  Duration 
of  it.  I  then  fent  this  Scheme  to  Cangivaron  and 
the  neighbouring  Towns,  and  it  was  found  juft, 
the  Eclipfe  happening  at  the  very  Flour  fpecified  by 
me,  a  Circumftance  which  gave  this  People  a  very 
advantageous  Idea  of  the  Knowledge  of  the  Bra¬ 
mins  of  the  North ,  as  we  are  called  in  this  Country. 

Nothing  can  be  more  abfurd  than  the  manner  in 
which  the  Indians  account  for  Eclipfes.  Every  Time 
that  the  Shadow  of  the  Earth  conceals  the  Moon 
from  us  -,  or  that  the  Moon  prevents  our  feeing  the 
Sun,  which  cau fe  Eclipfes,  as  is  generally  known, 
the  fu perditions  Indians  fancy  that  a  Dragon  fwal- 
lows  thefe  two  Planets,  and  thereby  takes  them  from 
our  Sight,  A  yet  more  ridiculous  Circumftance  is, 
that,  to  make  the  pretended  Monfter  difgorge  the 
mighty  Models,  they  make  a  dreadful  hurly-burly; 
and  fuch  of  their  Women  as  are  with  Child  fhut 
themfelves  up  very  affiduoufly,  and  dare  not  ftir 
out,  for  fear  left  this  terrible  Dragon,  after  having 
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fwallowed  the  Moon,  fhould  do  the  like  by  their 
Children.  ' 

As  fome  Bramins  happening  to  vifit  me  about  this 
Time,  they  ipoke  concerning  the  Eclipfe.  I  plain¬ 
ly  demonftrated  to  them,  that  the  Particulars  relat¬ 
ed  of  the  Dragon’s  fwallowing  the  Sun  and  Moon, 
during  their  Eclipfe,  were  all  a  Fidion,  invented 
merely  to  impofe  on  the  People  -,  and  they  readily 
agreed  with  me  in  Opinion.  Since  you  are  fo  frank 
and  ingenuous ,  faid  I,  give  me  Leave  to  obferve ,  that 
as  you  have  been  hitherto  miftaken ,  with  regard  to  the 
Caufe  of  Eclipfe S)  you  likewife  may  be  in  an  Error ,  in 
imagining  that  Bruma,  Wiftnou,  and  Routrem,  are 
Gods  worthy  of  Adoration  ;  fince  that  thefe  pretended 
Deities  were  only  fo  many  vicious ,  corrupt  Men ,  who 
were  ranked  among  the  Gods ,  merely  by  the  Flattery  of 
their  Fellow-creatures .  ’Tis  no  hard  matter  to  re¬ 
fute  a  Sett  of  People  who  have  no  fixed  Principles  5 
but  Ms  very  difficult  to  prevail  with  them  to  re¬ 
nounce  their  Errors,  and  ad  conformably  to  known 
Truth.  Whenever  they  are  reproached  with  any 
Vice,  or  reproved  for  committing  any  wicked  Ac¬ 
tion,  they  coldly  anfwer,  that  it  is  writ  fo  on  their 
Head,  and  that  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  ad  o- 
îherwife.  If  a  Miffionary  feems  furprized  at  fucli 
an  AiTertion,  and  defires  to  fee  the  Place  where  this 
is  writ,  they  fliew  him  the  various  Sutures  or  Seams 
in  their  Skull,  and  pretend  that  they  are  the  Chara¬ 
cters  of  this  myfterious  Writing.  In  cafe  he  is  ur¬ 
gent  with  them  to  decypher  thefe  Charaders,  and 
explain  their  Signification,  they  then  confefs  them- 
felves  quite  in  the  dark  as  to  that  Matter.  But 
fince  you  are  not  able  to  read  this  Writings  would  I 
fometimes  fay  to  thefe  obftinate  Idolaters,  what  Man 
decyphers  it  to  you  ?  Who  is  that  explains  its  Meaning? 
Bejides ,  as*  thefe  pretended  Char  abler s  are  the  fame  on 
■the  Heads  of  Mankind  in  general^  whence  comes  it  that 

Mm 
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Men  aft  fo  differently  ;  and  Jhew  fo  great  a  Contrariety 
hi  their  Views  and  Defigns  ? 

The  Bramins  liftned  to  me  very  calmly,  and 
without  feeming  to  regard  the  Contradictions  they  ne- 
cefTarilyfell  into, nor  the  ridiculous  Confequences  which 
they  were  obliged  to  own  reful  ted  from  what  they 
faid.  At  lad,  finding  the  Attack  grow  ftill  warmer, 
their  only  Refuge  was  to  withdraw  without  faying 
a  Word.  This  gives  a  tolerable  Idea  of  the  People 
of  this  Country,  and  fhews  that  the  Converfion  of  a 
Bramin  is  not  fo  eafy  a  Matter  as  might  be  imagined. 
Few  Converts  have  been  made  here  this  Year, 

As  our  Intention  is  to  edablifh  a  lading  Million, 
not  only  in  the  Kingdom  of  Carnal  a ,  whence  this 
Letter  is  dated,  but  likewife  in  the  other  Kingdoms 
round  us  ;  it  was  judged  neceffary  for  me  to  acquire 
an  exaCl  Knowledge  of  this  Country,  in  order  for 
us  to  fix  upon  fuch  Places,  as  may  be  moil  proper 
for  fettling  Milhous  in  them.  For  this  Reafon  I 
was  obliged  to  undertake  a  long  Journey  weft  ward, 
whence  I  returned  but  two  Months  lince  \  and  of 
which  you  will  receive  a  faithful  Narrative,  at  the 
fame  Time  with  this  Letter, 

I  am,  &c, 

,  Mauduit. 


Relation  oj  the  Journey  of  Father  Mauduit, 
a  Je  fuit ,  to  the  Weft  of  the  Kingdom  of  Car- 
nata,  in  1701. 

THE  third  of  September ,  1701,  I  fet  out  from 
Caroovepondi ,  where  I  ufually  refide,  being 
but  about  two  or  three  Leagues  from  Cangivaron , 
Capital  of  Carnata  \  and  arrived  pretty  early  that 
Day  at  Ayenkolam ,  formerly  a  confxderable  City, 

E  e  4  but 
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but  which  now  is  only  a  large  Town.  A  Chriftian 
whom  I  had  baptized  there  fouie  Months  before, 
received  me  in  the  kindeft  Manner,  but  I  did  not 
make  any  Stay  with  him.  I  proceeded  forward, 
find  went  and  lay  in  a  large  Paged,  dedicated  to  an 
Ape,  whom  the  Indians  worfhip  as  a  Deity.  As 
there  aie  no  Caravan  feras  or  Inns  in  all  this  Country, 
ior  Travellers  to  lodge  in,  they  commonly  pafs  the 
Night  in  the  Heathen  Temples  orPagods.  My  Ca- 
techifts  and  I  placed  ourfelves  in  the  middle  of  the 
Pagoa,  where  we  offered  up  the  ufual  Prayers  ;  and 
after  proft  rating  ourfelves  feveral  Times  before  the 
Image  of  the  crucified  Saviour,  which  I  fattened  to 
one  oi  the  Pillars,  we  iang,in  the  H annul  Language 
various  fpirituàl  Songs,  that  we  might  glorify °God 
in  a  Place  where  he  is  fo  often  difhonoured.  One 
of  the  Bramins ,  who  has  the  Care  of  this  Temple, 
vexed  to  fee  us  contemn  his  Idols ,  and  turn  our 
Backs  upon  them,  came  and  expreffed  his  Indigna¬ 
tion  on  than  Account  :  7  However,  we,  without 
regarding  his  Inventives,  continued  our  fpiritual 
Songs,  till  fuch  Time  as  it  was  neceflary  for  us  to 
take  fome  Reft.  I  fpent  the  Night  with  great  Dift 
comfort  to  myfelf  ;  the  Heat  of  the  Sun,  whofe 
Rays  are  almoft  perpendicular  in  the  Day-time  ;  and 
the  bad  Water  I  had  been  forced  to  drink,  thrown 
ing  me  into  a  violent  Fever.  Notwithftanding  this 
I  fet  out  again  next  Day,  and  arrived  at  Jlcatil,  a 
large,  and  very  populous  City,  but  ill  built  and 
dirty,  as  are  moil  of  the  Cities  in  India. 

*  So  called  from  a  Country  of  Bifnagar ,  on  the  Coaft  of  Cor- 
fnandel.  The  Million aries  there  have  formed  a  Language  of  the 
Portuguese  and  Tamul  intermixed  ;  but,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that 
the  Portuguese  prédominâtes  in  it.  They  alfo  have  introduced 
a  great  many  Tamil  Words,  (into  this  new  kind  of  Language) 
which  are  thought  more  expreffive  than  the  correfpondent  ones 
in  the  Portuguese. 

.  T  Nothing  could  be  more  natural  than  this  Anger  of  the 
Bramin. 

3Twas 
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sTwas  with  Tears  Ï  beheld  the  fad  Remains  of  a 
diabolical  Ceremony  which  the  Moors  *  have  endea  ¬ 
voured  to  abolifh,  fince  their  being  Maflers  of  the 
greateft  part  of  this  Country.  Not  many  Days  be¬ 
fore,  a  Woman,  either  out  of  the  Love  ihe  bore  t© 
her  deceafed  Hufband,  or  from  a  Defireof  fp reading 
her  Name,  had  thrown  herfelf  on  the  funeral  Pile, 
whilft  her  Hufband  was  burning  on  it  f ,  and  in  this 
manner  had  been  confum’d  to  Aihes.  There  were  Ml 
feen  the  Necklaces,  Bracelets,  and  other  Ornaments 
of  that  unhappy  Vi&im  of  Satan,  hanging  on  the 
Boughs  of  the  Trees,  which  flood  round  the  Place 
where  this  fad  Ceremony  was  performed.  A  Mau- 
folcum  had  alfo  been  erebted  there,  to  perpetuate  the 
Memory  of  fb  heroic  an  Addon  ;  thefe  People  rank¬ 
ing,  among  their  Deities,  fuch  of  their  Women  as 
have  the  Courage  to  burn  themfelves  alive  with 
their  deceafed  Hufbands. 

1  Jay,  at  Alcatil ,  in  the  Houfe  of  a  Bramin ,  who 
daily  worfhipped  the  Devil,  under  the  Name  and 
Figure  of  Boolean .  Seeing  this  Idol  landing  in  the 
Room  where  I  was  to  lie,  I  thought  proper  to  throw 
it  upon  the  Ground.  On  the  Morrow  the  Bramin 
came,  with  Flowers  and  Water,  to  honour  the 

*  The  Mohammedans  are  fo  called  in  India. 

f  Molt  o  the  Heathens  ufed  to  burn  the  dead  Bodies,*  but  the 
Chrijiians  bury  them.  The  Indian  Women  have  burnt  them¬ 
felves,  from  J  ime  immemorial,  with  their  Husbands.  The  f  rit 
Romans  did  not  ufe  to  burn,  but  bury  the  dead  Bodies,  as  is  ob- 
ferved  by  Pliny.  Neverthelefs,  they  afterwards  burnt  them, 
and  yet  Num,  accord  ng  to  Plutarch,  was  buried  ;  he  having 
exprefly  forbid  the  burning  of  his  Body,  by  his  laft  Will.  This 
Cuftom  of  burning  dead  Bodies,  pradifed  by  the  Greeks  and 
Romans ,  was  abhorred  by  fome  Nations.  According  to  Hero¬ 
dotus ,  the  Perfians  were  averfe  to  it,  from  an  Opinion  that  Fire 
was  a  God.  The  Egyptians  Iikewife  did  not  burn  dead  Bodies 
hire,  according  io  them,  being  an  Animal  ,  and  they  thought 
it  not  fitting  that  dead  Bodies  fhould  be  thrown  to  Beaks,  in  or¬ 
der  to  be  devoured  by  them.  The  Cuftom  among  the  Romans , 
of  burning  dead  Bodies,  ceas’d  under  the  Empire  of  the  Anto~ 
nines k 


God 
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God  Poolear  as  ufual,  and  to  offer  up  a  Sacrifice  to 
him  ;  when  feeing  the  Idol  thrown  down,  and  a 
Kind  of  Altar  fet  up  by  me,  he  retired,  and  left 
me  at  full  Liberty  to  perform  the  Ceremonies  of  our 
holy  Religion  ;  and  indeed  I  was  as  little  undiflurbed 
on  this  Occafion,  as  if  I  had  been  in  a  Chriftian 
City.  This  drew  feveral  Perfons  to  the  Houfe, 
which  gave  me  an  Opportunity  of  lpeaking  to  them 
concerning  God  ;  and  of  obferving,  how  unhappy 
they  were,  in  not  being  acquainted  with  the  fupreme 
Being,  foie  Author  of  all  Good.  They  liftned  at¬ 
tentively  to  me,  but  were  not  affedted,  not  one  of 
them  then  difcovering  the  leaft  Defire  to  turn  Chri¬ 
ftian.  I  had  the  Confolation  however  to  baptize  a 
Child  who  was  dying,  and  had  been  brought  me  to 
cure.  I  likewife  left  a  Man  and  his  Wife,  of  the 
Sefb  of  the  Linganifts ,  in  a  very  good  Difpofition 
of  Mind.  After  having  inflrudted  them,  I  told  the 
Hufband  that  he  muff  deliver  up  to  me  the  Lingan 
which  hung  about  his  Neck.  Upon  hearing  this 
lie  changed  Countenance,  his  Eyes  flared  fright- 
fully,  and  his  Mouth  continued  half  open  *,  in  a 
Word,  he  feemed  quite  another  Man  ;  but  I  being 
very  urgent  with  him,  he  at  lafl  obeyed,  and  gave 
me  his  Lingan.  This  is  a  monflrous  and  abomina¬ 
ble  Figure,  which  fome  of  the  Idolaters  wear  a- 
bout  their  Necks,  as  an  Indication  of  their  Zeal 
and  Devotion  to  a  kind  of  Priapus ,  the  molt  infa¬ 
mous  of  all  their  Deities.  The  Linganifts  Wife 
fliewed  much  more  Fervency  than  her  Hufband  ;  , 

fhe  her  felf  tearing  from  her  own  Neck,  and  from  1 
her  Son’s  Arms,  certain  fupcrftitious  Writings  which 
had  been  faflned  to  them.  I  baptized  the  Child. 

Before  I  left  Ale  at  il ,  I  went  and  vifited  a  famous 
Linganift  Doctor,  who  had  gained  great  Reputation 
in  the  whole  Country  -,  and  found  him  reading  a  Book 
where  Mention  is  made  of  the  Lord  of  Heaven 
and  Earth.  After  the  ufual  Civilities,  he  afked  me, 

whether 
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whether  the  Law  of  that  fovereign  Lord  was  not 
the  true  Religion.  I  anfwered,  that  it  certainly 
mu  ft  be  fo,  and  that  others  were  falfe.  Ï  added, 
that  it  would  be  unpardonable  in  him  not  to  em¬ 
brace,  and  obey  its  Precepts.  He  then  (poke  very 
favourably  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  and  even  (hew¬ 
ed  me  fome  Books  upon  that  Subject.  I  told  him, 
that  my  only  Defire  was  to  inftruct  all  Nations  con¬ 
cerning  the  lupreme  Being  he  had  mentioned  1  and 
therefore  befought  him  to  aid  me  in  my  holy  En¬ 
deavours.  KT would  be  left  Labour ,  replied  the  Doctor  ; 
the  Indians  have  not  Capacity  enough  for  thefe  exalted 
Matters ,  and  will  never  be  able  to  raife  their  Minds  fa 
high ...  .  Lho3  the  infinite  Perfections  (Laid  I)  of  this 
fupreme  Being  are  incomprehenfible  to  Man  ;  there  yet 
is  not  one  among  them  but  may  know  him ,  fo  far  as  is 
neceffary  to  Salvation.  3CTis^  in  fome  Meafure ,  with 
God  as  with  the  Ocean  \  tho*  cur  Eye  cannot  fee  over 
the  whole  Extent  of  it ,  and  we  can  never  fathom  its 
Depths  ;  we  yet  know  fo  much  as  gives  us  an  Opportu¬ 
nity  of  undertaking  very  long  Voyages ,  and  reaching  the 
defir ed  Port.  The  Simile  pleafed  him,  but  yet  Ï 
could  not  prevail  with  him  to  turn  Chriftian .  The 
Morals  of  this  Dodtor  were  too  corrupt  ;  and  the 
ponderous  Lingan  he  wore  about  his  Neck,  was  as 
the  Seal  of  his  Reprobation  *. 

I  would  gladly  have  converted  the  Bramin  who 
had  received  me  fo  kindly  in  his  Habitation,  and 
feemed  to  liften  with  Plealure  to  my  Inftrudfions  9 

*  This  Bramin  was  not  fo  ingenuous  as  fome  Heathens ,  who 
were  convening  with  a  Danifh  Mifiionary.  My  Difcourfe  (fays 
the  laft  mentioned)  had  this  good  Bffeâî  upon  them ,  that  they  free - 
ly  confefftd  I  was  faithful  in  my  Allegations  ;  and  that  they  were 
convinced,  'twas  their  Duty  to  lead  better  Lives  than  they  do. 
But  God  (laid  they)  has  made  us  as  we  are,  Jurrounded  with  the 
inticing  Allurements  cf  this  World  ;  and  hurried  with  the  Cares 
and  Bufinefs  of  this  Life ,  fo  that  we  really  forget  the  Affairs  of 
the  other  W mid,  which  are  purely  Spiritual.  See  thirty  four  Con« 
ferences  between  the  Danilh  MiJJionaries,  p.  245. 


but 
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but  he  had  three  Wives  whom  he  tenderly  loved 
and  the  Paftion  he  entertained  for  them,  would  not 
permit  him  to  follow  the  Light  held  out  by  me. 
Polygamy  has  ever  been  one  of  the  greateft  Obfta- 
des,  in  the  Eaft,  to  the  Converfion  of  the  Idola¬ 
ters. 

I  left  one  of  my  Catechifts  in  Alcatil ,  to  inftrud 
fuch  Catechumens  as  I  had  made  there,  and  refolved 
to  purfue  my  Journey  {fill  we  ft  ward  ;  but  met  with 
great  Obftacles  on  this  Occafion.  I  heard  that  the 
Moors  and  Mar  aft  s  were  engaged  in  a  cruel  War 
in  this  Quarter  ;  and  that  all  the  Ways  were  ftopt, 
Pll  then  go  northward. ,  fays  I,  immediately  to  thofe 
who  (I  thought)  endeavoured  to  frighten  me  *,  and 
after  having  travelled  towards  that  Pointy  for  fame 
lime^  will  turn  to  the  South-weft .  They  allured  me, 
that  I  fhould  meet  with  no  lefs  Impediments  in  thofe 
Parts,  on  Account  of  the  Revolt  of  the  Paleaga- 
rens ,  who  are  petty  Princes  tributary  to  the  Moors . 
I  plainly  perceived,  by  their  manner  of  fpeaking, 
that  their  only  View  was  to  flop  my  Journey,  and 
prevent  my  going  farther  up  into  the  Country.  Re- 
gardlefs  therefore  of  whatever  they  now  faid,  I  im¬ 
plored  the  Affi fta nee  of  Heaven,  and  fetout  for  Vé¬ 
lo  or  to  the  Weft  of  Alcatil . 

I  entred  this  great  City,  accompanied  with  my  Ca¬ 
techifts,  fome  of  whom  were  Bramins ,  at  one  of  whofe 
Houfes  I  lodged,  which  gained  me  no  little  Efteem, 
and  made  the  Natives  confider  me  as  a  Sanias,  of 
great  Authority.  This  being  talked  of  in  the  City, 
the  Dura  -f*,  or  Governor,  attended  by  a  confidera- 
ble  number  of  Perfons  of  Diftin£lion,  came  and 
paid  me  a  Vifit.  I  foon  turned  the  Difcourfe  to  the 
fovereign  Lord  of  all  Things,  and  his  wonderful 
Perfeétions  ,  on  which  Occafion  the  Dura  liftned  to 

*  Thefe  are  Subjects  of  the  famous  Sevagi,  who,  in  the  Iaft 
Age,  made  himfelf  fo  formidable  in  India  % 

f  Durey ,  in  French , 

me 


3 


TRAVELS  of  the  Jesuits.  429 

me  with  Pleafure,  and  feemed,  from  his  Conven¬ 
tion,  not  to  be  far  from  the  Kingdom  of  God, 
The  Fortrefs  of  Veloor  is  one  of  the  mod:  confide- 
rabie  in  the  whole  Country.  The  Officers  of  this 
important  Poft  were  then  at  Variance  with  the  chief 
Bramins  of  the  City.  The  Governor  afked  me, 
whether  they  would  not  be  foon  reconciled.  Ï  an- 
fwered,  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  they  fhould 
be  Friends,  and  that  as  fpeediiy  as  poffible,  fince 
the  Moors  (as  I  obferved)  who  furrounded  them,  took 
all  the  Advantages  poffible  of  their  Feuds  ;  that  fe- 
veral  Marafts  were  already  gone  over  to  them  %  and 
that  they  might  naturally  expedl  a  greater  number 
would  foon  follow  their  Example.  The  Governor, 
being  well  fatisfied  with  my  An  fiver,  cl  ii  miffed  me, 
after  faying  a  thoufand  civil  Things,  and  a  [faring 
me  I  might  depend  upon  his  Prote&ion.  The  Bra- 
mins ,  refle&ing  on  the  Advice  I  had  ventured  to 
give  them,  made  an  Alliance  with  the  Officers  of 
the  Fortreis,  upon  which  an  inviolable  Friendfhip 
was  promifed  on  each  Side.  I  did  not  fail  to  com¬ 
pliment  the  Governor  upon  it  -,  and  he  was  fo  well 
pleated  with  my  ConduA,  that  he  gave  me  a  Houle, 
of  which  he  himfelf  put  me  in  Poffeffion  5  affuring 
me,  at  the  fame  Time,  that  I  fhould  foil  find  a 
greater  Friend  in  him.  Some  Days  after  he  fent 
for  me,  to  afk  my  Opinion  about  the  Diftemper 
with  which  his  Lady  had  been  lately  afflidted.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  l  vifited  her  ;  and  took  that  Opportunity 
to  fpeak  to  her  concerning  Heaven,  and  the  Ne- 
ceffity  every  Perfon  is  under  of  endeavouring  to  fave 
his  Soul.  She  likened  attentively  to  my  Difcourfe  ; 
and  I  left  her,  feemingly  well  inclined  with  regard 
to  the  Chriftian  Religion. 

As  the  Moors  infefied  all  the  Country,  and  fre¬ 
quently  made  Incurfions  to  the  very  Gates  of  Veloor , 
nothing  was  talked  of  but  War*,  and  the  People 
were  entirely  employed  in  making  Preparations  to 

defend 
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defend  themfelves  and  repulfe  the  Enemy;  and 
therefore  I  imagined  it  would  be  to  no  Purpole  to 
endeavour  to  fettle  in  that  great  City.  For  this 
Reafon  I  only  baptized  twelve  or  fifteen  Parias ,  and 
afterwards  proceeded  in  my  Journey  weftward. 

The  Face  of  the  Country  is  beautiful,  and  feem- 
ed  very  populous  ;  but  was  much  more  fo  before 
the  Moors  had  ufurped  it.  Tho’  their  Troops  were 
fpread  up  and  down,  they  yet  did  me  no  Injury. 
I  faw,  in  my  Way,  feveral  little  Towns  ;  and,  a  - 
mong  the  reft,  Palicond, ,  the  Situation  of  which 
is  delightful.  The  Rajas  Puires ,  or  Lords  of  thofe 
Cities,  received  me  with  the  utmoft  Kindnefs  and 
Civility.  The  Princes  in  queftion,  who  are  of  a 
very  illuftrious  Cafte,  came  from  the  North,  and 
fettling  in  thefe  Parts,  maintain  themfelves  by  the 
Protection  of  the  Moors ,  whofe  Intereft  they  e- 
fpoufe.  I  have  often  converfed  with  thefe  Raj as , 
and  always  met  with  the  kindeft  Treatment  from 
them  ;  and  they  even  went  fo  far  as  to  declare,  that 
they  fliould  be  glad  if  fome  Miffionary  would  fettle 
in  their  Territories. 

I  afterwards  went  through  a  little  Town  called 
Kuriyetam ,  and  took  up  my  Quarters  at  a  Tradef- 
man’s  Houfe.  1  there  performed  all  the  Exercifes 
of  our  holy  Religion,  and  preached  Chrift  Jefus  to 
his  Family,  which  was  very  numerous  ;  as  well  as 
to  many  other  Perfons  who  had  never  heard  of  our 
Saviour.  The  Tradefman  ftruck  with  my  Exhor¬ 
tations,  brought  me,  with  his  own  Hands,  fome 
Flowers  and  Sanbrani,  (a  kind  of  Incenfe,)  in  or¬ 
der  that  I  might  offer  it  to  the  true  God.  I 
fhould  have  been  overjoyed  had  this  Heathen  made 
an  Offering  of  his  Perfon  ;  but  the  Time  for  it  was 
not  come  *. 

Two 

*  In  tne  thirty-four  Conferences  between  the  Danifh  Mi/fiona- 
ries,  See.  pag.  341,  is  a  Letter  fiQtn  a  Heathen  to  one  of  thefe 

Mif- 
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Two  Days  after  I  arrived  at  Erudurgam.  This 
is  a  City,  fituated  near  the  long  Ridge  of 
Mountains,  which  almoft  divides  from  one  Extre¬ 
mity  to  the  other,  the  great  Peninfula  of  India,  on 
this  Side  of  the  Ganges  *.  I  was  flopt  at  the  Gate 
of  this  City  ;  and  that,  becaufe  the  famous  Ram- 
Raja^  who  has  atchieved  fuch  mighty  Conquefts  in 
India^  ufed  formerly  to  feize  upon  feveral  Towns 
and  Fortrefles  by  Surprize,  difguifed  in  the  Habit  of 
a  Sanias,  which  I  myfelf  then  wore,  I  told  the 
Officers,  that  my  only  Views  in  coming  to  Erudur - 
gam ,  was  to  preach  the  true  God  [there  ;  and  to  re¬ 
move  the  Mills  of  Ignorance,  which  clouded  the 
Minds  of  that  People,  with  regard  to  their  Salva¬ 
tion.  My  Anfwer  fatisfied  them,  for  which  Rea- 

Miffionaries,  wherein  the  former  gives  the  Reafons  why  the  In¬ 
dians  reject  the  Ohrid ian  Religion.  You  are  much  aftonilhed, 

fays  the  Heathen  in  his  Letter,)  “  at  our  Infidelity.  But  give 
“  us  Leave  to  tell  you,  that  you  have  not  fufficiently  proved  our 
4‘  Law  to  be  falfe  and  altogether  erroneous  ;  nor  fo  clearly  and 
“  evidently  proved  the  Truth  of  your  own,  that  we  ihould  in» 
“  coniiderately  change  the  Religion  of  our  Fathers,  for  that  of 
“  Foreigners  and  Sojourners  in  our  Land:  For  I  would  have 
you  know,  that  as  the  Chriftians  and  Mohammedans  derive 
“  their  Laws  from  God,  fo  do  we  :  For  certainly,  you  can’t 
(t  imagine,  that  we  hammered  and  forged  a  Religion  to  our- 
(l  felves,  more  than  you.  The  Mohammedan  will  have  bis  Re- 
“  ligion  to  be  abfolutely  the  beft  ;  the  Chriftians  condemn  ail 
“  but  themfelves  ;  and  we  Malabarians  think  our  Religion  to 
“  be  the  bell  for  us  ;  and  queftion  not  but  that  the  Chriftians 
may  be  laved,  if  they  lead  Lives  conformable  to  the  Precepts 
“  of  their  Religion.  Which  is  the  beft  Religion,  is  a  difficult 
“  Task  to  know  ;  for  even  among  ourfelves  we  have  many  dif- 
“  ferent  Opinions  ;  fome  affirming,  that  I  fur  en  is  the  fupreme 
God,  others  ftand  up  fcr  Wifchtnu  ;  and  there  are  as  many 
“  learned  Men  who  plead  for  the  God  Tfcbi'wens  ;  and  I  think 
“  ’tis  Prudence  not  to  trouble  myfelf  with  the  Truth  or  Falfity 
“  of  your  Religion,  ’till  I  firft  know  which  is  the  trueft  of  the 
e£  many  Opinions  relating  to  Religion,  that  we  entertain  here 
among  ourfelves.”  Would  it  have  been  poffibie  for  an  Euro¬ 
pean,  who  had  gone  through  a  regular  Courfe  of  Education,  to 
have  anfwered  mere  pertinently  ? 

*  This  mult  be  the  Mountain  Gate  or  Balligate* 


fon 
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fon  they  a,t  laft  let  me  in,  after  having  made  me 
wait  a  considerable  Time  at  the  Gate.  That  very 
Evening  I  was  vifited  by  a  Mohammedan  Doétor, 
and  fome  idolatrous  Bramins .  The  former  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  a  Perfon  of  Learning  and  Capacity,  *  and 
afked  me  feverai  judicious  Queftions.  He  fpoke 
the  ïamul  Language  with  great  Fluency  and  Ele¬ 
gance  ;  a  Circumftance  that  no-wife  furprized  me, 
when  I  found  that  he  was  a  Native  of  the  Kingdom 
of  cïanjaor.  His  whole  Behaviour  fpoke  him  a 
worthy  Man  5  I  would  gladly  have  won  him  over 
to  our  Religion  ;  but  I  ftaid  only  one  Day  in  that 
Place  ;  and  this  Doctor  was  a  Mohammedan ,  that  is, 
a  Perfon  ftill  more  remote  from  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  than  the  Heathens  themfelves. 

I  now  met  with  great  Difficulties  in  travellings 
I  being  obliged  to  wander  over  Mountains  which 
were  almoft  inacceffible  ;  infomuch  that  the  Cate- 
chifts  whom  I  had  fent  that  Way,  had  been  intimi¬ 
dated  more  than  once  at  the  Sight  of  them.  They 
told  me,  that  the  Princes  who  live  on  the  other 
Side  of  thofe  Mountains,  were  at  War  -,  and  confe- 
quently  that  it  would  be  highly  imprudent  for  me  t® 
venture,  in  fo  dangerous  a  Seafon,  travelling  into  an 
unknown  Country.  The  Indians  are  naturally  fear» 
ful,  and  feared  almoft  at  their  own  Shadow.  Ne» 
verthelefs,  being  regardlefs  of  all  they  could  fay, 
I  fet  out  for  Peddu-nayaken ,  dur  gam.  Tho’  ’tis 
but  half  a  Day’s  Journey  from  Erudutgam  to  this 
City,  we  yet  fpent  two  Days  in  crofting  dreadful 
Woods  and  Mountains,  without  knowing  whither 
we  were  going,  we  having  quite  loft  our  Way.  Bo¬ 
lides  our  buffering  greatly  by  Hunger  and  Weari- 
nefs,  we  were  terrified  at  the  Howling  of  the  Ty- 
gers,  and  other  fierce  Beafts  which  infeft  thefe 
Mountains.  In  this  Extremity  we  fell  to  Prayers,  and 
had  Recourfe  to  the  bleffed  Virgin,  who  feemed  to 
hear  us ,  for,  an  Inftant  after,  we  ftruck  into  a  Way 

which 
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which  led  us  to  the  right  Road  ;  and  even  met  with 
Perfons  who  were  fo  humane  as  to  conduct  us  to 
the  neighbouring  Village. 

After  taking  a  little  Reft,  we  at  laft  crofted  the 
high  Mountains,  of  which  we  had  been  told  fuch 
terrible  Things;  and  went  thro’  a  large  Town, 
without  feeing  one  Soul  in  it  ;  all  the  Inhabitants 
having  abandon’d  it,  for  fear  of  the  Moors  who 
over-ran  the  Country.  At  la-ft,  after  undergoing 
many  Fatigues,  we  arrived  at  Peddu-nayaken-durgam9 
a  little  Town, but  at  that  Time  very  populous,  oeca- 
fioned  by  the  great  Number  of  People  who  flocked 
to  it  from  the  adjacent  Parts  ;  fo  that  we  could  meet  '  ' 
with  no  other  Lodging  than  a  poor  Hut.  Here 
we  paft  the  Night  very  difagreeably  ;  and,  next 
Morning,  I  went  to  the  Fortrefs,  to  pay  my  Com¬ 
pliments  to  the  Prince.  I  was  ftopt  at  the  Door  ; 
and  could  not  be  admitted  to  Audience,  till  after  ha¬ 
ving  been  queftioned  by  fome  Bramins ,  who  afked 
me  a  Variety  of  Particulars;  and  at  laft  conduced 
me.  thro*  many  Windings,  to  the  Apartment  of 
the  Pale  agar  en.  He  feem’d  a  good  fort  of  a  Man, 
aud  gave  me  a  kind  Reception  ;  upon,  which  I  pre~ 
fented  him  with  fome  Fruits  of  the  Country,  and  a 
little  Piece  of  Jett  %  which  is  highly  valued  by  the 
Indians.  The  Prince  was  feated  ;  and  before  him 
was  a  kind  of  little  Sofa,  which  he  defired  me  to 
fit  down  upon.  Imagining  it  would  not  be  po¬ 
lite  for  me  to  be  feated  higher  than  the  Prince,  I 
fpread  my  Tyger’s  Skin  upon  the  Ground,  as  is  the 
Cuftom  of  the  Country  ;  and  then  fearing  myfelf, 

I  inform’d  him  of  the  Occafion  of  my  coming,  in 
thefe  or  the  like  Words.  “  The  only  Motive^  Sir 
“  (Tays  I)  of  my  leaving  my  Native  Country,  and 
“  of  coming  hither  (with  infinite  Fatigue)  is  to  draw 
your  Subjects  out  of  the  Darknefs  in  which 


« 


*  The  Foffil  fo  call’d. 

Ff 


they 
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C£  they  have  fo  long  been  involved,  by  their  WOr- 
fhipping  falfe  Deities,  which  are  the  Works  of 
Man.  There  is  one  only  Sovereign  Lord  of  all 
Things,  who  created  Heaven  and  Earth.  ’Tis 
this  fupreme  Mailer  of  the  Univerfe  whom  all 
Men  ought  to  know  and  obey.  They  mull  fol- 
low  his  Law,  in  Cafe  they  defire  to  be  eternally 
happy  ;  and  ’tis  in  this  holy  Law  that  Î  am  come 
to  inftrudt  your  Subjects.  In  Cafe  they  learn  its 
Precepts,  and  adhere  faithfully  to  them,  all 
Feuds  and  Divifions  will  immediately  ceafe,  and 
Injuftice  and  Cruelty  will  no  longer  prevail  ;  on 
the  contrary,  they  will  guide  themfelves  entirely 
by  a  Spirit  of  Charity,  Piety,  Jullice,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Virtues.  Faithful  to  the  Monarch 
44  who  governs  them,  they  will  perform  the  feve- 
44  ral  Duties  they  owe  their  Sovereign  Lord,  and 
44  by  that  Means  attain  fupreme  Felicity.55  After 
explaining  to  him  the  chief  Attributes  of  God,  and 
infpiring  him  with  a  very  advantageous  Idea  of  the 
ChrijUan  Morality,  I  implor’d  his  Protection.  This 
he  promifecl  me  very  graciouOy  ;  and  thereupon  or¬ 
der’d  a  Place  to  be  lought  for,  where  I  might  be 
accommodated  with  a  convenient  Lodging;  com¬ 
manding  at  the  fame  Time  one  of  his  Officers  to 
give  me,  as  well  as  my  Companions,  the  requifite 
Re fre fa m en ts  for  that  Day. 

Gn  the  other  fide  of  the  Mountains  abovemen- 
tioned,  the  only  Language  uied  throughout  the 
whole  Country  is  the  Talank  or  Canareen.  I  never- 
thelefs  found,  near  this  City,  a  great  Town  croud- 
ed  with  T'amukrs ,  who  had  retir’d  thither  to  fecure 
themfelves  from  the  Cruelty  of  the  Moors.  I  now 
was  vifited  by  feveral  Bramenati ,  or  Wives  of  the 
Bramins.  They  afkecl  me  various  Queftions,  and  a- 
mong  others,  whether  their  Hufbands,  who  were 
gone  long  Journies,  would  be  fuccefsful,  and  re¬ 
turn  foon  to  their  Native  Country.  I  declared, 

that 
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that  Ï  came  not  to  impofe  upon  them,  as  their  falfe 
Doctors  did  daily,  who  milled  them  by  Fidtions* 
which  they  publifhed  with  the  utmoft  Pride  and  OL 
tentation  s  but  that  my  Defign  was  to  fhew  them 
the  way  to  Heaven  ;  and  point  out  the  Methods  ne» 
ceflary  for  their  obtaining  it,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
fuch  PoiTeffions  as  were  eternal  They  jiftned  to  me 
attentively  ;  and  then  fainted  me  with  great  Civility, 
as  they  had  done  before,  after  which  they  with¬ 
drew,  but  without  giving  me  the  ieaft  hopes  of 
their  ever  becoming  Converts.  Several  Perfons  of 
îefs  Quality,  were  afterwards  urgent  with  me  to  in- 
ftrud  them  %  and  thefe  were  confequendy  more 
tradlable.  Hence  I  was  prompted  to  leave  one  of 
my  Catechifts,  to  difpofe  and  prepare  them  for  Bap- 
tifm  ;  and  Ï  myfelf  promifed  to  pafs  through  their 
City  at  my  Return. 

I  afterwards  went  to  Bairepalli ,  where  I  found 
only  one  Man  ;  all  the  Inhabitants  having  aban¬ 
doned  the  Town  for  fear  of  the  Moors .  The  next 
Day  I  travelled  to  Tailur ,  a  little  City  belonging  to 
another  Paie  agar  en.  It  has  a  pretty  good  l^ortrefs, 
where  I  faid  Mafs,  and  met  with  the  Mailer  of 
a  Family  who  liflen’d  attentively  to  me,  and  tho* 
a  Lingantft ,  feem’d  earneftly  dehrous  of  working 
out  his  Salvation.  I  afterwards  pafs’d  by  Sap  cor ^ 
a  fmall  Day’s  Journey  from  Tailur.  Sapoor  was  for¬ 
merly  a  very  populous  City,  but  is  now  merely  a 
Village,  where  a  great  Number  of  Tamulers ,  who 
retir’d  thither  fome  Years  fince,  liftned  to  me  with 
Pleafure,  and  promifed  to  make  ufe  of  the  Methods 
I  pointed  out  to  them,  in  order  to  get  inflrudted  in 
the  Chrijiian  Religion. 

The  fame  Day  I  arrived  at  Cor  dam ,  which  the 
Moors  have  poffefs’d  fome  Time.  Coralam  was 
one  of  the  moil  considerable  Cities  in  India  \  and 
though  its  Magnificence  and  Splendor  are  very 
much  leffen’d,  ’tis  ftill  very  large  and  populous. 

F  f  2  ■  ,Twas 
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*Twas  with  great  Difficulty  I  got  into  it,  and  it  was 
ftill  harder  for  me  to]  find  a  Place  to  lodge  in.  The 
Perlons  with  whom  I  refided,  liftned  to  me  with 
Pleafure,  when  I  talk’d  to  them  of  God  ;  efpecially 
the  Women,  who  faid,  that  they  would  turn  Chrif¬ 
tians ,  provided  their  Hufbands  would  change  alfo  -, 
it  being  the  Cuftom  in  thefe  Countries,  for  the 
Wives  to  profefs  the  fame  Religion  as  their  Huf¬ 
bands.  For  this  Reafon,  a  Miffionary’s  firft  Care  is 
to  win  over  the  Matters  of  Families  ;  for  thefe  will 
make  a  greater  Progrefs,  in  a  fhort  Time,  towards 
converting  the  Perfons  under  them,  than  the  moll 
fervent  Catechifts  could  do  *. 

*  I 

*  According  to  the  Account  given  by  the  Danifh  Miffionarîe?, 
the  ChriJUan  Religion  is  taught,  by  fome  of  the  Romanics,  in  a 
very  carelefs  and  imperfect  manner,  to  the  Indians  in  this  Part 
of  the  World.  4  The  Portuguese  Miffionaries,  in  the  Space  of 

*  about  two  hundred  Years,  brought  over  to  the  Ro?niJh  Perfua= 

*  lion  almoft  all  the  Maritime  Towns  ;  but  now  this  feems  to  be 
9  in  a  declining  State  ;  for  few  of  the  Miffionaries  learn  the  In* 

*  dian  Languages,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  teach  the  Heathens  ;  but 
4  content  themfelves  with  reading  the  Mafs  in  the  Latin  Tongue, 

*  and  truft  the  Natives  with  the  important  Office  of  Preaching. 
4  But  thefe  are  no  Way  qualified  for  fo  high  an  Employment, 
4  they  knowing  nothing  elfe  but  to  repeat  the  Ten  Command- 
8  ments,  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  and  Anje  Maria,  and  tolign  them* 
4  felves  with  the  Sign  of  the  Crofs.  Upon  certain  FeftivaJs  the 
4  Portuguese  Fathers  preach  in  their  own  Language,  and  that 

*  but  very  feldom.  There  is  no  difciplinary  Inftitution  obfervM 

*  among  thefe  Chriftians  ;  fo  that  they  are  more  fcandaloufly 

*  corrupted  in  their  Manners  than  the  Heathens  themfelves  ; 
4  and  they  fymbolize  with  them  in  moil  of  their  Ceremonies  ; 

0  and  there  is  little  or  no  Difference  between  a  Portuguese  Church 
4  and  a  Heathen  Pagod,  with  Regard  to  all  outward  Rites  and 
e  Ceremonies,  and  the  idolatrous  Worfhip  of  Images.  *Tis  rea- 
4  fonable  to  believe,  that  the  hi  ft  Miffionaries  were  heartily  zea- 
4  lous  in  perfuading  their  new  Converts  of  the  Neceffity  of  their 

*  living  holy  and  pious  Lives,  worthy  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift  ; 

*  but  fince  the  Portuguese  Empire  in  thefe  Countries  has  been 
**  deitroy’d  by  the  Dutch ,  the  Roman  Catholic  Chriftians  have 

*  but  a  mere  Form  of  Godlinefs,  without  the  Power  thereof/ 
'Thirty  four  Conferences  <witb  the  Danifh  Miffionaries ,  &c.  page 
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I  had  many  long  Conferences  with  a  Bramim 
who  afk*d  me  feveral  Queftions,  and  fpoke  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  Things  concerning  the  God  Bruma.  I  de¬ 
mon  ft  rated  to  him,  the  great  Extravagance  and 
Ridiculoufnefs  of  the  Ideas  which  he  entertain’d 
concerning  the  Deity,  One  Time  he  declared  that 
Bruma  had  a  Body,  and  another  Time  that  he  had 
none.  “  If  Bruma  (fays  I)  has  a  Body,  how  is  it 
“  poftible  for  him  to  be  prefen t  in  all  Places  ?  And  - 
if  he  has  none,  how  can  you  affirm  that  the 
“  Bramins  fprung  from  his  Forehead,  Kings  from 
*c  his  Shoulders,  and  the  reft  of  the  Caftes  from 
iC  the  other  Parts  of  his  Body  *  ”  ?  This  Objection, 

puzzled 


348,  349.  Here  we  find  the  Proteftant  Miffionaries  reproach¬ 
ing  the  Romijh  Ones  with  their  ReiruiTnefs,  in  inculcating  the 
Gofpei.  It  does  not  appear,  from  the  Danijb  Letter,  whence 
the  above  Particulars  are  extrafted,that  the  Dutch  are  any  way  fo- 
licitous  to  propagate  the  Ghrijtian  Faith  in  their  Colonies,  the 
Letter-Writer  in  quekion  observing,  page  347.  ‘  That,  all  the 

*  Churches  fuper-intended  formerly  in  thefe  Countries  by  the 
‘  Portuguese  Miffionaries,  were  brought  over  to  the  Dutch  Difci- 

*  pline  in  the  feveral  plantations,  taken  from  the  Portuguese  by 
‘  the  Dutch.  But  in  thefe  Countries  they  have  undertaken  nothing 
4  in  Favour  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  though  they  have  many 
4  converted  Indians,  whereof  fome  are  Slaves.^  The  Romijh 
Miffionaries  muft  neceffarily  have  one  troublefome  Task,  from 
which  moft  of  the  Proteftant  Ones  are  exempt,  I  mean  their 
teaching  the  Natives  the  Church-Service  in  Latin ,  which  con« 
fequently  is  perplexing  them  with  Prayers  in  a  Language  different 
from  that  in  which  they  converfe  with  thofe  Indians .  What  a 
motley  Piece  of  Work  is  this  ! 

In  the  firft  Conference  of  the  Danijb  Miffionaries,  pag.  2 9 
and  3,  a  Bramin  does  not  employ  quite  fuch  wild  Aliénions. 

*  We  allow,  (fays  the  Bramin)  but  one  primary  and  fovereign 

*  Being,  the  Source  and  Fountain  of  all  created  Derivations, 

*  and  the  Principle  of  all  other  inferior  diminutive  Beings  ;  and 

*  conftantly  profefs  the  great  Triad  of  Deities,  ljuren,  Wifchtnu 

*  and  Birumaf  acknowledge  him  for  their  fovereign  Lord  and 
4  Maker,  as  the  great  Number  of  other  Gods  aft  under  the  Di- 

*  reftion  of  the  three  forementioned  Gods,  1  fur  en ,  Wifchtnu  and 
6  Birum  a  :  And  this  is  the  trueReafon  v/hy  our  facred  Books  make 
6  frequent  mention  of  a  Plurality  of  Gods;  thu’  really  and  in 

'  '  “  F  f  3  Truth,, 
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puzzled  him,  and  oblig’d  him  to  leave  me  ;  but 
he  promifed  to  return,  which  he  accordingly  did 
with  a  Moor .  The  Moor  who  was  a  great  Travel¬ 
ler,  and  had  liv’d  Three  Years  in  Goa ,  fixM  his 
Eyes  upon  me  ;  when  railing  his  Voice,  he  cried  a- 
3oud  that  I  was  a  Franguis  f.  Thefe  Words  were 
as  a  Thunderbolt  ;  I  being  perfuaded  that  this  An¬ 
gle  Suspicion  would  ruin  all  my  Projects;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  I  was  not  mifcaken. 

One  of  the  chief  Men  of  the  City  had  offered, 
fome  Days  before,  to  build  me  a  Houfe,  where  I 
fhould  be  at  full  Liberty  to  perform  the  various  Ex- 
ercifes  of  our  holy  Religion,  and  feveral  Perfons 
had  promis'd  to  be  inftrubted  in  it  ;  but  the  Mo¬ 
ment  they  heard  what  the  Moor  had  faid,  the  No¬ 
tion  of  my  being  a  Franguis  made  fo  ffrong  an 
Impreffion  on  their  Minds,  that  they  chang’d  their 
Behaviour  towards  me  in  an  Inftant,  However, 
they  ftill  continued  to  treat  me  honourably,  but 
fent  Word  that  it  was  not  yet  a  proper  Seafon  for 
making  a  Settlement  5  that  there  would  foon  be  a 

a  Truth,  they  are  all  of  them  but  Vicegerents,  and  Lieutenants 

*  fuper-intending  the  Works  of  Creation,  and  the  Allions  of 
Ê  Men  in  their  refpeclive  different  Capacities,  under  the  high 

*  Command  of  the  prime  Caufe  ;  whom  \ve,  in  and  through 

*  them,  revere  and  worfhip  :  And  our  Adorations  thus  perform- 

*  ed,  according  to  his  own  Prefcriptions,  are  as  acceptable  to  the 

*  fupreme  Being,  as  if  immediately  directed  to  himfelfF  And 

fag.  7.  ‘  God  hath  created  both  Good  and  Evil.  Vice  and 

*  Virtue,  Happinefs  and  Mifery,  owe  all  the  Being  they  have 

*  to  the  prime  Caufe,  without  whcfe  Will,  nothing  can  exift 

*  or  have  a  Being  in  this  World.  For  if  fome  Men  are  virtu- 
4  ous  and  holy,  and  others  vicious  and  wicked,  all  this  is  but 

*  the  Effech  of  the  Will  of  God  :  And  if  we  Malabarians  are 
4  millaken  in  point  of  Religion,  ’tis  the  Will  of  God  we  fhould 

thus  err.5  Hence  it  appears,  that  the  Malabarians  have  fome 
true  Idea  of  the  Divine  Being,  though  intermix’d  with  many 
Errors,  at  the  fame  Time  that  they  are  Fataliib, 

f  That  is,  an  infamous  Wretch,  fuch.  as  the  Indians  take  the 
Europeans  to  be.  1  believe  the  Word  Franguis ,  is  from  Fran  eus, 
an  European ,  by  which  Name  the  Turks  call  t \\zWeftern, .Europeans. 

3  new 
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new  Governor  ;  that  it  would  be  neceffary  to  wait 
till  he  was  chofen,  and  knowT  his  Opinion  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  Matter,  and  that  this  could  not  be 
done  till  fome  Months  after.  I  foon  difcover’d, 
that  all  they  faid  to  me  was  only  a  decent  way  of 
difengaging  themfelves  from  their  Promife,  merely 
to  get  rid  of  me.  How  defirous  foever  I  was  to 
begin  a  Settlement  in  Coraiam ,  where  the  Gofpel- 
Labourers  might  meet  with  fufficient  Employment  ; 

I  yet  concluded  it  would  not  be  proper  to  continue 
any  longer  in  a  Place,  where  the  Sufpicion  of  my 
being  a  Pranguis ,  might  be  attended  with  ill  Confe- 
quences  with  regard  to  our  Defigns  *  and  therefore  1 
refolved  to  leave  it  immediately.  I  then  found  my- 
felf  in  the  Center,  as  it  were,  of  the  inland  Coun¬ 
tries,  that  is,  at  an  equal  Diftance  between  the 
Coafts  of  Cormandel  and  Malabar.  I  would  gladly 
have  continued  my  Journey  Weftward  j  but  the  fear 
I  was  in  of  being  known  for  a  Pranguis ,  and  the 
rainy  Seafons  drawing  near,  I,  for  that  Reafon,  re¬ 
folved  to  travel  Northward ,  in  order  to  meet,  at 
fome  Paleagaren* s,  what  I  could  never  hope  to  find 
among  the  Moors  ** 

Accordingly  I  left  Coraiam  -,  and  the  next  Day-, 
ftopt  at  Sonnakallu ,  a  Place  furrounded  with  Moun¬ 
tains,  which  ferve  as  a  Defence  to  it.  Here  I  had 
no  Opportunity  of  feeing  the  Pale  agar  en  ^  he  having 
a  Defluxion  in  his  Eyes  ;  but  I  paid  my  Compli¬ 
ment  to  his  firft  Minifter,  who  gave  me  an  ho¬ 
nourable  Reception.  I  difcours5d  concerning  our 
holy  Religion  to  feveral  Perfons,  who  feetn’d  affect¬ 
ed  with  what  I  faid  ;  they  defining  me  to  fend  fome 
Perfon  to  inflruft  them. 

From  thence  I  came  to  Ram  a  fa-mutter  am ,  a  pret¬ 
ty  considerable  City  ;  but  before  we  entered  it,  my 

*  Thefe  Moors  or  Mohammedans  have  generally  more  Know¬ 
ledge  than  the  Heathens ,  for  which  Reafon  the  MifTionaries  can 
fco.ner  convert  the  latter. 

*  F  f  4 
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Companions  and  I  halted,  in  order  to  reft  ourfelves 
a  little.  We  were  no  fooner  feated,  when  a  good 
Woman  (a  Widow)  came  up  to  us,  to  know  who 
we  were,  and  to  enquire  into  our  Defigns.  We  in¬ 
form  d  her  what  they  were^  and  laid  that  we  were 
Servants  to  the  Sovereign  Lord  of  the  Univerfe  ; 
that  we  came  to  bring  the  Inhabitants  of  that  City 
acquainted  with  him  \  and  to  fhew  them  the  Way 
to  Heaven, from  which  (we  obferv’d)they  were  very 
remote.  I  added,  that  if  any  Perfon  would  be  la 
kind,  as  to  affift  us  in  building  a  Temple  to  the  So¬ 
vereign  Lord  in  that  Place,  I  would  make  Ibme 
ftay  in  it  ;  and  afterwards  leave  certain  of  my  Difci- 
ples  there,  to  teach  fuch  as  were  délirons  of  being 
inftru&ed  in  our  Religion.  The  Widow  was 
pleafed  with  the  Propofal,  and  immediately  offered 
me  a  fmall  Houfe  belonging  to  her,  but  Handing 
out  of  the  City.  Iobferv’d,  that  if  we  liv’d  in  the 
City,  we  Ihould  difcharge  our  feveral  Duties  with 
greater  Convenience  to  ourfelves,  and  more  to  the 
Advantage  of  the  Inhabitants.  She  replied,  that  I 
was  in  the  right  ;  that  fhe  herfelf  would  be  at  the 
Expence  of  the  Building  ;  and  that,  a  few  Months 
From  thence,  I  need  but  fend  feme  of  my  People  to 
her,  to  complete  the  Affair.  I  thank’d  the  Widow 

for  her  Good-will,  and  promis’d  to  let  her  hear 
from  me. 

I  afterwards  travelled  to  Bunganoor ,  which,  tho9 
a  large  and  very  populous  City,  and  the  Capital  of 
the  Country,  is  yet  dirty  and  ill-built.  On  the 
Morrow  I  went  to  the  Alvadar ,  who  is  the  Prime 
Minifter,  and,  as  it  were  Mafter  of  the  Kingdom  ; 
the  Monarch  being  but  young,  and  feidom  ftirring 
out  of  the  Fortrefs,  wherein  he  refides  with  the 
Ç^ueen  his  Mother.  T  he  Alvddûv^  who  was  fur- 
rounded  with  a  great  Number  of  Bruwitisy  receiv’d 
me  very  gracioully.  I  defir’d  him  to  prefent  me 
to  the  King,  but  he  anfwer’d, .  that  this  was  not 
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a  proper  Time  ;  and  that  I  could  not  have  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  feeing  him,  till  the  Feftiva!,  then  fo- 
lemnizing  with  great  Pomp,  was  ended.  This 
forc’d  me  to  make  a  longer  ftay  in  Pungawor  than  I 
fhould  otherwife  have  done.  I  preach’d  Chrift  in  the 
middle  of  that  great  City  *,  and  the  Inhabitants  at¬ 
tended  to  me  -,  but  as  molt  of  them  were  Unganiftsy 
they  were  little  affedted  with  my  Difcourfes.  I  con¬ 
verted  only  one  Woman,  with  her  four  Children  ; 
together  with  a  young  Man  of  a  happy  Difpofition, 
in  the  Service  of  a  Nobleman,  a  Moor .  This  Youth 
refolved  to  leave  his  Mailer,  and  retire  to  his  Na¬ 
tive  Country,  there  to  profefs  the  Chriftian  Religion, 

When  I  had  been  about  a  Fortnight  in  Punga - 
noor ,  the  Alvadar  fent  me  Word,  that  Leave  was 
granted  me  to  raife  a  Church  to  the  true  God,  up¬ 
on  any  Spot  I  might  chufe  for  that  Purpofe.  I 
wanted  to  be  admitted  to  the  young  King  and  his 
Mother,  in  hopes  of  winning  over  that  Princels, 
of  whom  the  greateft  Charadter  had  been  given  me, 
to  Chrift  j  but  in  fpite  of  all  my  Endeavours  I 
was  not  permitted  to  fee  them.  A  Tamuler ,  a  Man 
of  good  Senfe,  aftured  me,  that  the  Reafon  of  my 
being  refufed  on  that  Occafion,  was  the  Alvadar 5s 
fearing  I  fhould  cenfure  the  King  about  the  Un - 
gan ,  which  he  had  wore  many  Years  round  his 
Neck  *  but  I  am  perfuaded  that  could  I  have  been 
able  to  make  fome  Prefents  to  the  Monarch,  and 
the  Queen  his  Mother,  I  fhould  eafily  have  procur’d 
the  wiftfd-for  Audience. 

Before  I  left  this  great  City,  I  baptiz’d  Three 
Children  of  the  Woman  above-mentioned.  With 
regard  to  the  Woman  herfelf,  as  Ihe  had  long  wore 
the  Lingan ,  I  thought  it  necelfary  to  make  her  go 
through  a  longer  Probation,  as  likewife  her  eldeft 
Son  whom  I  took  into  my  Service*  in  hopes  of 
one  Day  making  him  an  excellent  Catechift  ;  for, 
befides  that  already  he  was  Mailer  of  lèverai  Lan- 
2  gtiages, 
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guages,  he  could  read  and  write  the  Pamul  Tongue 
with  great  Accuracy.  As  I  was  preparing  to  bap¬ 
tize  thefe  Three  Catechumens ,  ten  or  twelve  Pamu- 
lers  entered  the  Room,  where  the  Ceremony  was  to 
be  perform’d.  Their  Air  and  manner  furpriz’d  me, 
each  of  them  holding  in  his  Hand,  one  of  the  In- 
ftruments  ufed  in  Building.  Imagining  they  were 
fent  in  order  to  raife  an  Edifice  to  the  true  God,  I 
enquir’d  whether  they  really  came  for  that  Purpofe. 
<c  We  would  gladly  contribute  to  it,”  replied  thefe 
honeft  People,  “  and  fhould  be  delighted  to  fhare 
in  fo  holy  a  Work  ;  but  all  we  can  offer  you  is 
our  Hands,  and  are  extremely  forry  we  have  no- 
“  thing  elfe  to  offer.”  I  thank’d  them  for  their 
pious  Intention,  and  defir’d  them  to  indulge  it  me 
on  another  Occafion.  They  were  prefent  at  the 
Baptifm  of  the  Three  Catechumens ,  at  which  they 
feem’d  greatly  edified  ;  fo  that  they  entreated 
me  to  leave  one  of  my  Catechifts  to  inftrudl  them, 
which  I  did  with  Pleafure. 

My  Defign,  at  my  leaving  Punganoor ,  was  to  go 
to  Terapadi .  This  is  a  famous  Pagod,  towards  the 
North,  whither  the  Heathens  go  in  Pilgrimage 
from  all  Parts  of  India,  and  carry  confiderable  Pre- 
fents  *,  but  I  reflected  that  among  the  multitude  of 
People  who  go  thither  on  that  Occafion,  I  might 
happen  to  meet  with  fome  Perfon  who  would  de¬ 
clare  me  to  be  a  Pranguis ,  and  thereby  entirely 
deftroy  the  Work  of  God,  for  which  Reafon 
I  refolved  to  return  to  Pailur .  But  this  could 
not  be  done  without  great  Difficulty  *,  I  being  o~ 
blig’d  to  fetch  a  long  Compafs  about,  to  avoid  the 
Moors ,  who  laid  wafte  all  the  Country.  After 
travelling  a  confiderable  Time,  I  flopp’d  at  a  Pond, 
in  order  to  red  myfelf,  which  an  ancient  Woman 
perceiving,  came  and  fat  down  pretty  near  me. 
I  fpoke  to  her  concerning  her  Salvation,  and  the 
Hazard  ffie  run  of  being  loft  to  all  Eternity.  She 

liftned 
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îiflned  with  the  utmod  Attention,  and  in  all  Ap¬ 
pearance,  with  great  Sentiments  of  Piety.  She  un¬ 
derflood  perfeCly  the  Particulars  I  inculcated,  and 
repeated  them  exactly  ;  whence  I  perceived  that,  at 
the  fame  Time  that  my  Words  druck  upon  her  Ear, 
the  holy  Spirit  indru&ed  her  inwardly,  and  caufed 
her  to  approve  of  every  Thing  I  laid.  She  fee  odd 
exceedingly  defirous  of  being  baptized  *,  but  I  ma¬ 
king  fome  Scruple  to  comply  with  her  Wifhes,  fhe 
reprefented,  that  as  fhe  was  near  an  hundred  Years  of 
age,  and  oppreiled  with  Infirmities,  fine  could  not 
poffibly  be  conveyed  to  any  Chriftian  Church,  and 
confequently  would  be  in  imminent  Danger  of  never 
receiving  that  Sacrament,  which  is  neceffary  to  Sal¬ 
vation  \  and  obferved  farther,  that  I  might  be  per- 
fuaded,  ’twas  for  this  Reafon  that  God  had  con¬ 
duced  my  Steps  to  the  Pond- fide.  She  conjured 
me,  with  a  Flood  of  Tears,  not  to  refufe  her  earned: 
Requefl  ;  adding,  that  as  I  found  her  fufficiendy 
indruCed,  I  furely  could  not  but  yield  to  her  earned 
Intreaties,  and  baptize  her  with  the  fame  Water,  to 
which  the  Lord,  by  fo  peculiar  a  Providence,  had 
led  us  both.  I  then  complied  1  on  which  Occafion, 
Baptifm  feemed  to  give  new  Vigour  to  her  Body, 
and  diffufe  inexhauflible  Joy  over  her  Soul. 

I  took  up  my  Abode  at  Tailur ,  with  my  former 
Hod,  who  received  me  in  the  bed  Manner  he  could. 
Though  a  Linganift ,  I  left  him  in  a  very  good  Frame 
of  Mind.  If  he  becomes  a  Convert  to  Chridianity, 
as  he  promifed  he  would,  I  am  certain  he  will  win 
over  a  great  number  of  his  Countrymen  to  our  holy 
Religion  ;  and  that  his  Family,  which  is  very  nu¬ 
merous,  will  follow  his  Example. 

I  returned  by  Peddu-nayaken  dur  gam,  and  left  two 
of  my  Difciples  *  there,  this  being  a  Country  where 

*  The  Reader  may  have  obferved  on  thefe  Occafiors,  how 
apt  thefe  Jefuits  are  to  exprefs  themfelves  in  the  Style  of  thj  full 
hpofhes. 


444  TRAVELS  of  /Ar  Jesuits. 

great  Things  may  be  wrought.  I  found  many  Peo¬ 
ple  who  were  as  tradable  as  I  could  wifh,  and  who 
owned  ingenuoully,  that,  being  furrounded  with 
Woods  and  Mountains,  they  lived  like  fo  many 
Brutes.  ^  Hearken  to  me  (fays  I)  and  PJ1  Ihew 

you  the  Way  tp  the  heavenly  Kingdom,  and  the 
“  Manner  how  to  attain  eternal  Felicity.  Open  your 
cc  Eyes  to  the  Light  which  I  have  brought  you, 
cc  and  fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  ledî?,  Some  promifed 
to  be  inftruded  by  the  Perfons  I  left  with  them  * 
and  others  frankly  confefled,  that  the  Kingdom  I 
fpoke  to  them  about,  was  not  made  for  them,  and 
therefore  that  ’twould  be  in  vain  to  talk  about  it 
This  was  not  a  proper  Seafon  for  me  to  attempt  to 
undeceive  them  with  regard  to  their  grofs  Error  ; 
for  as  my  foie  Intention  in  undertaking  this  Jour» 
ney,  was  to  difcover  the  Country  ;  and  to  enquire 
into  all  fuch  Particulars,  as  might  beft  contribute 
to  promote  the  Defign  I  had  in  view,  viz .  of  efta- 
blifhing  the  Chriftian  Faith  there,  in  the  moft  per¬ 
manent  Manner  ;  I  made  no  longer  Stay,  in  the  fe- 
veral  Places  I  vifited,  than  was  juft  neçeffary  for  me 
to  get  the  proper  Informations. 

When  I  paffed  through  Veloor^  I  had  promifed 
to  baptize  certain  Catechumens  at  my  Return,  in 
cafe  1  fhould  find  them  fufficiently  inftru&ed.  For 
this  Realbn  I  was  defirous  to  fet  out  for  that  City, 
not  confidering  the  Danger  to  which  I  fhould  there¬ 
by  expofe  myfelf,  and  the  Condition  that  Place  was 
then  in.  The  Moors ,  who  had  long  fixed  their  Eye 
upon  this  Town,  had  blocked  it  up  in  a  great  Mea- 
fure,  and  overrun  the  whole  Country.  I  myfelf  had 
the  ill  Fortune  to  be  taken  by  them,  at  a  Pafs  which 

*  I  have  given  the  Relation  of  this'  Jefuit  pretty  much  at 
large  ;  it  appearing,  to  me,  to  be  writ  with  an  agreeable  Sim¬ 
plicity  ;  and  giving  a  very  natural  Account  of  the  Methods  em¬ 
ployed  by  that  Sett  of  People,  in  their  Endeavours  to  convert 
the  Idolaters  among  whom  they  wander. 
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they  had  feized  a  quarter  of  an  Hour  before  my  Ar¬ 
rival.  I  now  was  carried  before  the  Captain  who 
commanded  that  fmall  Corps.  He  looked  very 
fternly  upon  me,  and  gave  me  no  very  gracious 
Reception  at  firfl  ;  however,  he  foftned,  and  dif- 
mifTed  me  civilly  enough  next  Day.  I  would  not  en¬ 
ter  Veloor ,  for  fear  of  raifing  fome  Sufpicion  in  the 
Moors ,  who  would  certainly  have  harrafled  me  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  fet  out  for  Alcatil ,  where  I 
arrived  fafe.  Here  News  was  brought,  that  the 
Catechifls  whom  I  left  in  Veloor ,  had  fled  at  the  Ap¬ 
proach  of  the  Moors ,  and  been  taken  by  them, 
merely  through  their  own  Imprudence  -,  and  like- 
wife,  that  after  having  been  dripped  and  plundered, 
they  had  been  tied  to  Trees.  This  News  affiidted 
me  greatly  ;  however,  I  adored  the  Conduct  of 
divine  Providence  with  regard  to  us,  and  fubmitted 
to  God’s  holy  Will. 

I  made  fome  Catechumens  in  Alcatil ,  and  fhould 
certainly  have  brought  over  a  greater  Number,  had 
not  all  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Town  been  employed 
in  folemnizing  the  Feftival  of  one  of  their  molt  fa¬ 
mous  Deities.  The  Mailer  of  the  Houfe  where  I 
lodged  was  flrangely  bigotted  to  his  falfe  Deities, 
and  very  zealoufly  devoted  to  their  Service.  Du¬ 
ring  my  fnort  Stay,  I  gave  him  fo  exalted  an  Idea 
of  our  Religion,  that  he  would  gladly  have  divided 
the  Flowers  which  were  brought  him  daily,  be¬ 
tween  the  true  God  whom  we  worfhipped  in  his 
Houfe,  and  the  Devil  he  adored  in  the  Temple,  e- 
reeled  by  him  before  his  Habitation  ;  but  I  told 
him  that  thofe  two  Worfhips  were  incompatible  ; 
and  that  a  Man  could  not  ferve  two  Mailers  *,  cou’d 
not  reconcile  Light  and  Darknefs,  nor  the  true  God 
with  Poolear,  I  befeech  the  Lord  to  enlighten  this 
charitable  Man,  whofe  Converflon  mud  neceffarily 
be  of  the  higheil  Advantage  to  our  holy  Religion. 
I  quitted  Alcatil  with  regret,  but  it  was  high  lime 

for 
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for  me  to  return  to  Caroovepondi ,  which  I  had  left 
two  Months  before. 

The  Advantage  1  have  gained  by  thefe  Journies 
is,  I  now  know'  the  feveral  Places  wherein  Miffio- 
naries  may  be  fettled,  and  to  which  Catechifts  may 
be  fent.  The  Seafon  feems  to  be  come,  for  us  to 
labour  with  Succefs  at  the  Converfion  of  the  Ido¬ 
laters  of  thofe  Countries,  which  have  fo  long  been 
overfpread  with  Darknefs.  All  imaginable  Difpatch 
fhould  be  ufed,  left  the  Mohammedans ,  who  get 
Poffeffion  of  all  thefe  Countries  by  infenfible  De¬ 
grees,  ihould  force  the  Inhabitants  of  them  to  em¬ 
brace  their  abominable  Religion.  No  Circumftance 
is  of  greater  Edification  to  thofe  Idolaters,  or  is  a 
ftronger  Inducement  to  them  to  turn  Chriftiansy 
than  the  auftere  and  penitent  Life  which  the  Miffio- 
naries  lead.  A  Miffionary  of  Carnata  and  Madura 
is  not  allowed  to  drink  Wine,  or  to  eat  Flefh, 
Eggs,  or  Fifti.  His  only  Food  ought  to  confift 
of  fome  Pulfe  or  Roots,  a  fmall  Portion  of  Rice 
boiled  in  Water,  or  a  little  Milk,  and  of  this  he 
fhould  eat  but  feldom.  Such  as  are  defirous  of 
converting  the  Idolaters  in  queftion,  muft  follow 
this  ftrift  Courfe  of  Life  ;  thefe  Heathens  being 
firmly  of  Opinion,  that  thofe  who  undertake  to 
teach  and  guide  others,  ought  to  lead  much  more 
perfefit  Lives  than  thofe  they  inftrud. 


A  Re* 
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A  Relation  *  of  the  State  of  the  MiJJbns  in 
vi  China,  pi  efented  at  Rome,  in  170^,  to 
the  General  of  the  Je  fuit  s ,  by  Father  Francis 

Noei,  a  JeJuit  Mif ionary.  Tranjlated  from 

the  Latin, 


OU  R  Portugueze  Fathers,  who  firft  founded 
this  Million,  had  built  a  great  number  of 
Chuiches,  when  the  French  Jefuits  arrived  in  it,  a- 
buut  twenty  Years  fince.  There  were  upwards  of 
an  hundred  Churches,  and  an  hundred  thoufand 
Converts  in  the  Angle  Province  of  Nankin  :  But  e- 
ver  fince  tne  i  inie  that  the  French  Jefuits  have  in¬ 
gratiated  themielves  into  the  Affections  of  the  Chi- 
neze  Monarch,  Chriftianity  has  been  in  a  much  more 
flourifiiing  State.  The  Portugueze  Jefuits  have,  a- 
mong  other  ihings,  built  a  Church  in  Peking  for 
the  Women,  an  Edifice  which  had  been  long  wanted. 
Churches  are  not  common  to  both  Sexes  in  China 
as  in  Europe-,  Cuftom  and  Decency  not  permitting 

r  T  W ?rnen  t0  meeC  in  the  fame  Place,  and 

.  c5, .  “;m°Iles  w.011^  be  confidered  as  monftrous 
in  China.  For  this  Reafon  the  Chineze  Ladies  have 
little  Chape for  themfelves,  to  which  the  Miffiona- 
nes  go,  with  the  utmoft  CircumfpeCtion,  and  there 
preach  to  them  from  a  Grate,  and  likewife  ad- 
mimfter  the  Sacraments.  As  thefe  Ladies  are  na¬ 
turally  virtuous  and  innocent,  they  imbibe  the  Prin¬ 
ciples  or  Religion  with  Eafe,  and  pradife  its  Du¬ 
ties  with  Modefty  and  Fervency.  Thofe  of  Peking 


,v  *  1  iiave  °n,y  borrowed  fome  Particulars  from  this  Relation 
he  not  bet  tig  to  my  Purpofe.  Perhaps  fome  may  thin"’ 
tho.e  I  have  (elected  here  not  very  material  :  But  I  would  gladly 
give  fome  Heafure  to  all  Sorts  of  Readers.  Very  probably  this  h- 
mt  may  enlarge,  when  he  fpeaksofthe  vaft  number  of  Converts  : 

‘  e  Ir°Srefs  which  tne  Chriftian  Religion  makes,  fe’r.  in  China: 
Toubtleis  many  will  think  he  amplifies. 


have 
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have  fignaiized  their  Zed  in  a  particular  Manner* 
by  enriching  their  new  Church  with  the  moil  valua¬ 
ble  Things  ;  fome  having  given*  to  adorn  the  Al¬ 
tars,  their  Pearls,  Diamonds,  and  other  Jewels,  as 
was  formerly  done  by  the  Women  of  Condition  of 
the  old  Law. 

The  French  Jefuits,  in  Imitation  of  the  Portuguezeh 
have  alfo  built  feveral  Churches,  and  are  dill  raifing 
others.  They  are  going  to  build  a  fourth  Church 
in  Peking .  There  are  now  upwards  of  feventy  Jefuits 
in  China*  which  are  more  than  the  number  of  Bi- 
fhops,  Prieds,and  Monks  of  other  Orders  put  toge¬ 
ther.  The  Jefuits  of  Peking  baptize  above  fix  hun¬ 
dred  adult  Perfons  yearly  ;  and  as  to  children,  they 
baptize  many  more,  efpecially  of  fuch  as  are  dropt 
or  expofed  every  Morning  in  the  Streets.  ’Tis  fur- 
prizing  that  fo  fhocking  a  Cuftom  fhould  prevail, 
in  a  Country  whofe  Government  is  fo  regular  as 
that  of  China .  As  Peking  is  exceffively  populous, 
and  that  thofe  Perfons  who  think  they  have  more 
Children  than  they  can  maintain,  don’t  fcrupie  to 
drop  them  in  the  Streets  and  Places  of  public  Re¬ 
fort,  where  they  either  die  miferably,  or  are  devour¬ 
ed  by  Beads  ;  one  of  our  firft  Cares  is  to  fend,  e- 
very  Morning,  Catechids  into  the  different  Parts 
of  that  great  City,  in  order  to  baptize  fuch  of  thofe 
Children  as  are  not  dead.  About  twenty  or  thirty 
thoufand  Children  are  expofed  yearly,  and  of  thefe 
our  Catechids  baptize  about  three  thoufand  -,  and 
had  we  twenty  or  thirty  Catechids,  few  of  the  Chil¬ 
dren  in  quedion  would  die  unbaptized. 

The  Chrifiian  Religion  makes  a  much  greater 
Progrefs  in  the  Provinces,  than  in  Peking ,  fome  Fa¬ 
thers  baptizing,  with  their  own  Hands,  two  thou¬ 
fand  Chriftians  yearly  in  the  Provinces.  Religious 
Ademblies  are  alfo  formed  here  :  And  the  Y\romen, 
dred  by  the  Example  of  the  other  Sex,  have  alfo 
edabliflied  fuch  Societies  among  themfelves.  About 

eight 
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eight  hundred  Women  of  Condition,  in  Peking*, 
meet  in  different  Parts  of  the  City,  when  they  in- 
£tru<5t  one  another  in  the  Chrifsian  Faith,  and  em¬ 
ploy  their  utmoft  Endeavours  to  convert  thofe  of 
their  Sex.  With  regard  to  the  Queftion  afked  us, 
whether  we  convert  Perfons  of  Quality,  Literati, 
and  Mandarins  in  China ,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the 
lower  Sort  ?  I  reply,  that  according  to  our  Ideas  in 
Europe ,  moft  are  Plebeians ,  as  it  were,  in  China  ;  and 
that  there  are  no  Nobility  in  this  Country,  except 
Princes  of  the  Blood,  a  fmall  number  of  Tartarian 
Princes,  and  fome  particular  Families  on  whom  the 
Emperor  bellowed  certain  honourable  Tides.  As. 
all  the  Perfons  in  queftion  refide  commonly  at  Court, 
or  in  Tartar 7,  his  no  wonder,  that  among  the  Con¬ 
verts  made  in  the  Provinces,  a  few  of  them  only 
fhould  be  Perfons  of  Diftindion.  I  know  but  one 
Tartarian  Prince,  out  of  the  Court,  who  turned 
Chriftian  a  few  Years  fin  ce,  with  his  Wife,  and  a- 
bove  fifty  of  his  Domefticks.  His  Family  is  illu- 
ftrious  and  greatly  diftinguiflied  among  the  Tartars , 
his  Uncle  having  married  the  Aunt  of  the  late  Em¬ 
peror  Chunche.  There  confequently  are  none  but 
Plebeians  to  convert  in  the  Provinces.  Experience 
fhews  in  China ,  as  in  all  other  Countries,  that  it  is 
extremely  difficult  for  a  rich  and  powerful  Man, 
particularly  for  a  Heathen ,  to  enter  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven.  Nevertheless,  befides  the  Trades- people. 
Soldiers,  Artificers,  Peafants,  and  Fiffiermen,  who 
commonly  form  our  Congregations,  there  alio  are 
fome  Bachelors,  Dodtors,  and  even  Mandarins,  but 
few  of  thefe,  except  of  fuch  as  belong  to  the 
Tribunal  of  the  Mathematiçks  in  Peking.  The 
.  great  Mandarins,  the  general  Officers  of  the  Armies, 
and  chief  Magiftrates  of  the  Empire,  efteem  Chri- 
«.ftianity,  but  cannot  be  prevailed  upon  to  embrace 
it. 

g  g  pris 
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5Tis  eafler  to  propagate  the  Chriftian  Religion  in 
the  Provinces  than  in  the  Cities,  as  greater  Liber» 
ty  is  allowed  in  the  former.  In  Cities  all  Perlons 
are  dependant  on  the  Governor  and  the  Manda¬ 
rins  ;  and  Vifits  mull  be  paid  them,  which  cannot 
be  done,  (according  to  the  Ceremonial  eftablifhed 
in  China,)  without  making  them  Prefen ts,  &c< 
whereas  the  Milfionaries  are  allowed  to  exercife  their 
Lèverai  Fondions  in  the  Country,  without  afking 
Leave  of  any  Perfon  for  that  Purpofe.  The  Con» 
verts  are  ufually  mod  fervent  in  the  Beginning. 
There  are  fome  entire  Provinces  in  China ,  whicii 
have  not  fo  much  as  heard  of  Ch rift’s  Name.  The 
Milfionaries  are  obliged  to  be  at  all  the  Expence  for 
building  Churches,  making  Converts,  &5V.  it  not 
being  proper  to  defire  the  Contributions  of  the  Chi- 
neze  Converts  for  this  Purpofe,  for  otherwife  they 
would  confound  our  Milfionaries  with  the  Chineze 
Bonzes ,  thefe  fubfifting  on  the  Alms  of  their  Dif- 
ciples.  Was  China  once  converted,  we  might  car¬ 
ry  the  Faith  into  ’Tart ary ,  which  is  a  vaft  Field,  and 
would  employ  the  Gofpel-labourers  many  Years. 
Eaftern  Tartary  grows  more  and  more  populous 
every  Day,  the  Emperor  caufing  Cities  to  be  built, 
and  many  well-peopled  Villages  are  found  in  it. 
As  to  Weftern  Tart  ary,  there  are  no  Towns  or  Vil¬ 
lages  in  it,  except  towards  the  Usbeck  Tartars ,  and 
the  Cafpian  Sea  -,  notwithftanding  which,  this  wide- 
extended  Country  is  governed  by  different  Nations, 
whom  the  Emperor  of  China  has  fubjeded  of  late 
Years,  to  his  Empire.  The  Riches  of  thefe  Na¬ 
tions  conflit  wholly  in  their  numerous  Flocks,  with 
which  they  wander  from  Place  to  Place,  they  feldom 
flaying  above  three  Months  on  one  Spot.  After 
having  con  fumed  all  the  Forage,  they  remove  their 
Tents,  and  travel  to  fome  other  Part,  where  they 
live  in  like  Manner,  and  afterwards  abandon  it. 


The 
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The  Converfion  of  thefe  roving  Tartars  would 
be  difficult,  becaufe  of  the  high  Regard  they  pay 
their  Lamas ,  who,  being  their  Teachers,  are  impli¬ 
citly  obeyed  by  them  in  all  Things. 

sTis  now  lome  Years  lince  the  Jefuits  formed  the 
Defigri  of  fettling  at  Chinyan ,  the  Capital  of 

^d  of  all  Eaftern  Tart  ary.  This  is  a  con* 
fiderable  City,  and  the  Emperor  has  eftablifhed  four 
fovereign  Tribunals  there,  where  all  the  Affairs  of 
the  Tartars  are  determined  finally  ;  for  Leaotun%  is 
now  looked  upon  as  a  Part  of  Tart  ary  ;  its  Inhabi¬ 
tants  are  no  longer  confidered  as  Chineze ,  but  true 
Tartars .  1  don't  doubt  but  that  the  Tartarian 
Prince,  (the  Convert  which  Ï  mentioned  before,) 
will  ufe  his  utmoft  Endeavours  to  forward  our  Be* 
figns..  Tis  now  about  two  Years  fince  he  retired 
to  Chinyan ,  with  his  whole  Family,  whofe  Fervency 
increafes  daily.  In  cafe  a  Million  was  well  efla* 
blifhed  in  this  City,  we  might  eafily  get  from  thence 
into  the  Kingdom  of  Corea ,  which  alfo  is  tributary 
to  the  Empire  of  China ,  and  of  much  greater  Ex* 
tent  than  is  reprefented  in  our  Maps.  We  after* 
wards  might,  perhaps,  find  Means  to  enter  Japan* 
which  is  iepa rated  from  Corea  only  by  a  narrow 
S  freight* 

*’Twas  by  this  Country  that  the  Tartars  entered  China,  when 
they  feized  upon  the.  Empire.  Father  le  Comte  obferves,  that 
tis  wrongly  fituated  in  all  our  Maps  ;  they  placing  it  in  China * 
to  the  South  of  the  great  Wall,  whereas  his  really  in  Tartary 1 
to  the  North  of  that  Wall.  ’Tis  thus  fixed  (agreeably  to  Fa¬ 
ther  le  Comte  s  Ohfervations)  in  Moll's  Maps.  The  Author  of  the 
Dutch  Embaffies  to  China ,  Part  2.  declares  Lemiung  to  be 
within  the  great  Wall,  but  in  all  Probability  is  miftaken.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  laft  mentioned  Travels,  the  Inhabitants  of  Leao* 
tung,  are  ignorant  and  ftupid,  but  very  good  Warriors,  and  in^ 
ured  to  Toils;  and  they  profefs  the  Religion  of  the  Chineze , 
but  follow  the  CuFoms  of  the  har  tartans  t  their  Neighbours. 

G  o-  2 
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Father  Peter  Martin,  to  Father  le  Go- 

bien. 


Acor,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Madura* 

Dec.  ï  i,  1700. 

-Reverend  Father 

I  Now  acquit  myfelf  of  the  Promife  I  made,  and 
will  give  you  the  Sequel  of  fuch  Particulars  as  I 
had  not  Time  to  finilh  in  my  laft  Letter. 

After  refiding  near  a  Month  in  Camien-naiken- 
patti ,  becaufe  of  the  Commotions  which  at  that 
Time  in  felled  the  Kingdom,  whereby  the  Roads 
were  rendered  unpayable,  I  fet  out  from  thence  for 
Aoorj  the  principal  Houfe  of  the  Million  of  Ma¬ 
dura. 

Father  Bouchet ,  who  has  the  Diredlion  of  that 
Houfe,  and  to  whom  I  am  partly  obliged  for  the 
Favour  indulged  me  by  the  Portugueze  Jefuits,  (Î 
mean  my  being  allowed  to  join  their  Million,)  hear¬ 
ing  that  I  was  arrived  on  the  Frontiers  of  Madura , 
but  at  the  fame  Time  was  prevented  from  proceed¬ 
ing  farther,  becaufe  the  Soldiers  infefted  the  Roads, 
lent  a  zealous  Chriftian ,  who  was  perfectly  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Ways,  to  meet  me.  Accordingly 
I  fet  out  with  this  Guide,  who  immediately  led  me 
out  of  the  high  Road,  into  the  Country  of  the 
Cafte  of  Thieves,  fo  called,  becaufe  the  feveral  In¬ 
dividuals  of  it  were  formerly  profeffed  Robbers. 
Thos  moll  of  the  People  in  queftion  are  turned 
Chriftians ,  and  deteft  every  Thing  that  has  the  leaft 
Tendency  to  Theft,  they  yet  retain  their  former 
Appellation  ;  and  Travellers  are  afraid  of  palling 
through  their  Forefts.  The  firft  Miffionaries  of 
Madura  were  fo  happy  as  to  gain  the  Efteem  of  that 
Cafte  5  fo  that,  at  this  Time,,  there  is  fcarce  any 

Place 
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Place  in  the  Kingdom,  where  we  are  better  receiv¬ 
ed,  or  live  in  greater  Security,  than  in  their  Woods» 
Should  any  one  among  them,  even  of  fuch  as  have  not 
abandoned  Idolatry,  be  fo  rafh  as  to  pilfer  even  the 
lead  Trifle  from  a  Dodtor  of  the  Law  of  the  true 
God,  he  would  be  punifhed  for  it  in  an  exemplary 
Manner.  However,  as  natural  Difpofition  and  in¬ 
veterate  Habits  are  not  eafily  rooted  out,  the  Fa¬ 
thers  oblige  fuch  as  offer  to  become  Converts,  to 
undergo  a  dried  Probation  \  but  thefe,  when  once 
they  are  turned  Chriftians ,  fo  far  from  robbing,  or 
doing  the  lead  Injury  to  any  Perfon,  diflfuade,  to 
the  utmofl  of  their  Power,  their  Countrymen  from 
that  and  every  other  kind  of  Villainy. 

This  Cade  of  Thieves  are  become  fo  powerful 
within  thefe  few  Years,  that  they  have  made  them- 
felves  independent,  in  fome  Meafure,  on  the  King 
of  Madura ,  and  by  that  Means  pay  him  what  Tri¬ 
bute  they  pleafe.  Not  above  two  Years  flnce,  the 
Cade  in  quedion,  joining  with  a  Prince  who  pre¬ 
tended  a  Right  to  that  Crown,  befieged  the  City 
of  Madura ,  formerly  the  Capital  of,  this  Kingdom, 
and  taking  it,  kept  it  in  their  Pofieflion  *,  however, 
they  did  not  enjoy  it  long,  they  being  lefs  able  to 
defend  a  City  in  Form,  than  to  make  a  fudden 
Attack,  The  Moment  the  T alavai,  by  which  Name 
the  Prince,  who  now  governs  the  Kingdom  under 
the  Queen  is  called,  received  News  of  the  feizing 
of  this  important  Place,  he  aflembled  his  Forces  *, 
fet  out  upon  his  March,  arrived  in  the  Night  before 
the  City  ;  broke  open  one  of  its  Gates  by  the  Af- 
fidance  of  three  or  four  Elephants  -,  and  entered  it, 
with  part  of  his  Forces,  before  the  Enemy  had 
Time  to  fortify  themfelves,  or  even  to  draw  toge¬ 
ther.  Many  of  the  Thieves  were  killed  in  the  On- 
fet,  and  a  much  greater  Number  taken  Prifoners. 
However,  the  rebellious  Prince  had  the  good  For¬ 
tune  to  efcape,  and  to  retire  into  the  Woods  be-. 

G  g  3  longing 
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longing  to  his  Cafte,  which,  fince  that  Time,  has 
been  much  more  obedient  to  the  Government. 

3Twas  thro’  the  midft  of  thefe  Woods  that  Î 
paft  without  the  leaft  Danger,  and  travelled  to  Arie- 
one  of  their  chief  Towns.  We  formerly  had 
a  Church  in  it,  but  the  Edifice  has  been  fince  ruined, 
together  with  the  Fortrefs,  which  the  Prince  of 
Madura  demolifhed,  after  making  himfelf  Mafter 
of  it.  Upon  my  Arrival  I  withdrew,  with  my 
People,  under  fome  Trees,  which  flood  a  little  out 
of  the  Road,  with  the  Defign  of  flaying  till  the 
fcorching  Heat  was  abated  ;  but  fcarce  had  I  been 
a  quarter  of  an  Hour  there,  when  I  perceived  the 
chid;  Man  of  Ariepaty  come  towards  me,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  principal  Inhabitants,  who  faluted  frie, 
by  profirating  themfelves  before  the  Gofpel-labour- 
ers,  (as  the  Chriftians  à o  in  every  Part  of  the  Mif- 
fion,)  to  fhew  the  Idolaters  the  Reverence  they  bear 
to  fuch  as  teach  the  holy  Law.  As  there  were  ma¬ 
ny  Heathens  among  the  Perfons  who  came  to  falute 
me,  the  Chrijlians  drew  apart  from  them,  in  order 
to  receive  my  Benediction  in  private.  Both  Parties 
feemed  vaftly  pleafed  at  my  Arrival,  and  invited 
me  to  their  Town.  Upon  my  declaring  that  I 
wanted  to  get  to  my  Journey’s  End,  and  for  that 
Reafon  could  not  make  any  Stay  with  them,  they 
lent  me  Milk,  Rice,  Elerbs,  and  Fruits,  for  me 
and  my  Companions. 

The  Men  withdrawing,  the  Women  came  and 
faluted  me  ;  and  earneflly  befought  me  td  prefs  the 
bathers,  among  whom  I  was  going,  to  lend  lbme 
Miffionary,  to  rebuild  their  Church  in  Ariepaty  ; 
and  to  inftruCt  a  great  Number  of  their  Country¬ 
men,  who  were  defirous  of  hearing  God’s  Word, 
and  of  becoming  Converts  to  our  Religion.  I  af- 
iured  them,  that  the  Fathers  earneflly  wifhed  to  do 
them  every  Kind  of  Service,  to  build  Churches, 
and  increafe  the  .Number  of  the  Worfhippers  of  the 

true 
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true  God  among  them.  That  a  Father  would  foon 
arrive  among  them  *,  and  that  I  myfelf  would  wil¬ 
lingly  have  refided  in  their  Country,  had  I  not  re¬ 
ceived  Orders  to  go,  with  all  poffible  Speed,  to 
Aoor.  The  Indians  feemed  fatisfied  with  my  An- 
fwer,  and  lent  me  Guides,  who  were  to  conduét  me 
to  a  Place  two  Days  Journey  from  thence. 

I  now  let  out  again,  and  arrived,  that  very  Day, 
at  a  little  Village,  fituated  between  two  Mountains, 
and  famous  for  the  Robberies  committed  in  it.  I 
had  already  chofe  a  Place  to  pafs  the  Night  in, 
when  one  of  the  chief  Inhabitants  came  to  me,  and 
declared  that  I  could  not  be  fafe  there  ;  that  he 
was  afraid  left  feme  Accident  fhould  befal  me  in  the 
Night  ;  and  that  therefore,  if  I  would  but  follow 
him,  he  would  lodge  me  in  a  fecure  Place.  66  For 
44  fhould  any  Wretch  (fays  he)  be  fo  inconfiderate, 
46  as  not  to  fhew  you  due  Reverence  1  his  Indifcre- 
44  tion  would  affedt  the  whole  Village,  which  thereby 
44  would  become  odious  to  the  whole  Nation55.  I 
refigned  myfelf  wholly  to  the  Conduct  of  this  worthy 
Man,  who  led  me  to  the  fineft  and  largeft  Pagod  * 

G  g  4  I  ever 

*  The  Portuguese  gave  this  Name  to  all  the  Temples  of  the 
idolatrous  Eajiern  Indians .  The  Pagods  in  China  and  Siam  are 
very  magnificent  and  richly  adorned.  But  in  the  Country  Places, 
in  lonquin,  the  Pagods  are  poor,  wooden  Buildings,  barely  co¬ 
vered  with  Thatch,  and  fometimes  but  juft  large  enough  to 
hold  the  Image  contained  in  them  ;  but  they  are  a  little  hand- 
fomer  in  great  Towns.  If  Father  Gemelli  may  be  credited, 
there  is  a  Pagod  in  the  Uland  of  Canorin  or  Salfette ,  which  Fa- 
god  is  confidered  as.  one  of  the  ¥/onders  of  AJia.  The  com¬ 
mon  People  are  of  Opinion,  that  they  were  built  by  Giants, 
but  how  long  fince,  none  of  thefe  Indians  pretend  to  determine. 
The  Father  informs  us,  that  this  Pagod  is  built  on  the  Side  of 
a  high  Hill,,  and  is.  cut  out  of  a  folid  Rock.  The  Afcent  to  it 
is  by  a  great  number  of  Steps  ;  the  Roof  is  arched  ;  the  Pillars 
and  Doors  are  very  fplendid  ;  and  the  Temple  is  divided  by 
thirty  grand  Columns,  into  three  Ifies  ;  and  a  Sort  of  Cupola  is 
feen  at  the  End.  ’Tis  filled  with  the  fame  Kind  of  Images  as 
are  feen  in  ocher  Temples.  ’Tis.  alfa  related,  that  about  five 

Miles 
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I  ever  faw  in  this  Kingdom.  5Tis  almoft  fourfcore 
Foot  long,  and  forty-eight  broad  -,  but  its  Cieling 

Miles  from  Doltahad,  towards  Bombay ,  are  the  renowned  Pa- 
gods  of  Elora ,  Handing  near  the  Place  fo  called.  ’Tis  i  a  id,  that 
there  are  fuch  vaft  Numbers  of  them,  that  they  fill  a  Plain  of 
Hve  or  fix  Miles,  Handing  on  the  Summit  of  a  high  Rock,  out 
of  which  rnofl  of  them  are  cut.  One  of  thefe  Buildings  con¬ 
fins  of  three  Temples,  one  upon  the  other,  with  their  feveral 
Walls,  Doors,  Columns,  and  Roofs,  all  cut  out  of  the  folid  Rock. 
Scarce  any  of  thefe  Pagods  are  above  forty  Foot  high,  and  re¬ 
ceive  the  Light  only  at  the  Door.  There  are  a  prodigious  num¬ 
ber  of  Pagods  in  China ,  and  the  moH  celebrated  of  them  are 
built  upon  Mountains.  Father  du  Halde ,  in  his  voluminous 
Work  concerning  China,  informs  us,  where  he  treats  of  the 
magnificence  of  the  Chinese  in  their  public  Edifices,  &c.  that 
the  Mountains  on  which  thefe  Pagods  are  raifed,  how  b-rren  lo¬ 
wer  they  may  appear,  are  rendered  vaflly  beautiful  by  Art.  “The 
“  Canals  (fays  he)  which  are  cut  at  a  vaft  Expence,  carry  the 
ts  Water,  from  the  Mountains,  into  Bafons  and  Refervoirs  dug 
“  for  that  Purpofe  :  And  the  Gardens,  Groves  and  Grotto’s, 
“  made  in  the  Rocks  in  order  to  fhelter  from  the  exceffive  Heat 
“  of  the  Climate,  render  thefe  Solitudes  delicious. 

The  Buildings  confift  of  Portico’s,  paved  with  large, 
S(  fquare  polifhed  Stones  ;  and  of  Halls  and  Pavilions,  built  at 
the  Angles  of  Courts,  which  communicate  by  long  Galleries, 
“  adorned  with  S.tone  Statues,  and  fometimes  brazen  ones.  The 
Sf  Roofs  of  thefe  Edifices  are  very  refplendent,  the  Tiles  being 
extremely  beautiful  ;  japaned  with  Green  and  Yellow,  and 
enriched  at  the  Extremities  with  Dragons. 

To  moil  of  thefe  Pagods  belong  a  great  Tower,  Handing 
<(  by  itfelf,  and  terminating  in  a  Dome,  to  the  Top  of  which 
tf  People  go  up,  by  a  Stair-cafe  winding  about  it.  In  the  Cen- 
61  tre  of  the  Dome  Hands  commonly  a  Temple,  of  a  fquare  Fi- 
‘‘  gure,  the  Cieling  of  which  is  adorned  with  Mofaic,  and  the 
“  Walls  with  Stone  Figures,  reprefenting  various  Animals  and 
4(  Monlters. 

“  MoH  of  the  Chineze  Pagods  are  in  the  Form  defcribed  a- 
“  bove  ;  and  thefe  are  larger,  or  lefs,  according  to  the  Devo- 
“  tion  or  Wealth  of  the  Pelfons  who  contributed  to  the  railing 
“  of  them.  They  are  inhabited  by  the  Bonzes  and  Idol-priefts, 
“  who  employ  a  thoufand  Arts  to  impofe  on  the  Credulity  of 
“  Mankind,  who  come  at  a  great  DiHance,  in  Pilgrimage  to 
c'  thefe  Temples’*.  There  feems  only  this  Difference,  on  the 
prefent  Occafion,  between  the  Bonzes  and  the  Jefuits,  that  the 
Chinese  come,  from  a  great  DiHance,  to  vific  and  be  fool’d  by 
the  Bonzes  i  whereas  the  jqiuits  undertake  a  very  long  Voyage, 
to  impofe  upon  the  Chineze , 
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Is  not  high  enough,  a  Fault  we  fee  in  all  the  Tem¬ 
ples  of  India.  5Tis  fupported  by  various  Pillars, 
carved  in  a  good  Tafte  enough,  and  all  of  one 
Stone,  The  Portico,  or  Entrance  into  the  Tem¬ 
ple,  and  which  extends  the  whole  Breadth  of  it,  is 
fupported  in  like  Manner  by  eight  Stone  Columns, 
carved.  The  Bafes  and  Capitals  of  thefe  Columns 
are  in  a  different  Tafte  from  ours,  but  9tis  no  ways 
barbarous,  and  would  pleafe  in  Europe .  There  is  not 
one  Window  in  this  Temple,  which  is  built  of 
fine  Free-ftone.  The  deep  Gloom  and  horrid  Stench 
found  in  this  Place,  feemed  to  denote  its  being  con- 
fecrated  to  the  Devil.  I  pafc  the  Night  under  the 
Portico.  The  Water  brought  me  thither  to  refrefh 
me,  fmelt  as  ffrong  as  if  taken  from  a  common 
Sewer  ;  fo  that  I  could  not  tafte  it  ;  and  therefore 
would  not  take  any  Suftenance  for  fear  of  increafing 
my  Thirft. 

I  proceeded  in  my  Journey  next  Day,  and  went 
and  lay  in  a  Village,  where  I  hoped  to  meet  with 
fome  Refrefhments  :  But  the  War  which  infefted 
the  Country,  had  obliged  all  the  Inhabitants  to  fly 
from  it,  fo  that  I  was  forced  to  pals  that  Night 
likewife  without  eating.  Neverthelefs,  I  fet  out  from 
thence,  on  the  Morrow  (being  Sunday)  long  before 
Day-break,  in  order  to  fay  Mafs  in  a  little  Church, 
which  our  Fathers  had  built,  not  long  before,  in 
the  Middle  of  the  Woods.  As  foon  as  I  was  arrived 
there,  and  had  informed  the  Chriftians  of  my 
Defign,  they  intreated  me  to  allow  them  Time  to 
affemble  all  the  Converts  in  the  Neighbourhood  ; 
and  thefe  came  accordingly,  but  in  fuch  Numbers, 
that  the  Church  was  not  large  enough  to  contain 
them  all.  Words  could  fcarce  defcribe  the  Joy 
which  thefe  Neophytes  difcovered,  at  their  being  fo 
happy  as  to  hear  Mafs  *  I  confefted  the  Sick, 

and 

*  The  Jefuits  are  thought  to  enlarge  pretty  much,  when 
they  mention  the  mighty  Progrefs  they  make  in  their  Conver- 

'  fions. 
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and  was  going  to  fet  out,  when  there  arrived  a  Croud 
of  Chriftians ,  from  a  Town  fituated  at  the  Diftance 
of  three  Hours  Walk  from  thence,  who  invited  me 
to  fpend  feme  Days  with  them.  I  told  them  that  I 
would  very  gladly  have  vifited  them,  but  that 
this  was  no  ways  a  proper  Seafon,  I  having  been 
allured  that  the  Army  would  march  in  a  few  Days 
through  their  City  %  and  that  as  I  had  crolfed  the 
Woods  purpofely  to  avoid  meeting  it,  ’twould  be 
imprudent  in  me  to  run  myfelf  unnecelfarily  into 
Danger,  which,  by  the  Goodnefs  of  Providence,  Ï 
had  efcaped  hitherto.  I  concluded  with  faying, 
that  as  I  knew  one  of  our  Fathers  had  vilited  them 
lately,  I  therefore  defired  them  to  give  me  Leave 

lions,  as  well  as  the  Honours  which  they  declare  to  be  paid  them, 
and  the  mighty  Civilities  they  meet  with. 

Notwithftanding  what  we  were  told  by  the  jefuits,  concern¬ 
ing  the  fpreading  of  the  Chriftian  Faith  in  Fonquin ,  and  the  ma¬ 
ny  Churches  built  by  them  in  that  Kingdom,  yet  our  Country¬ 
man  Datnpier  informs  us,  that  when  he  was  there,  the  Miffio- 
naries  declared  to  him,  that  the  King  of  that  Country,  and  the 
great  Men,  were  utter  Enemies  to  the  Chriftian  Religion,  and 
that  none  but  the  poorer  Sort  of  People  embraced  it  ;  and  Dam- 
pier  is  of  Opinion,  that  thefe  were  brought  over  merely  becaufe 
of  the  Rice  given  them  by  the  Miflionaries,  who  (we  are  told) 
did  not  dare  to  avow  their  Million  openly,  but  refided  in  Don- 
quin  in  Quality  of  Merchants,  and  were  not  fuffered  to  live  in 
Cachao,  except  when  the  Mandarins  fent  for  them,  in  order  to 
be  inftru&ed  in  the  Mathematicks,  or  to  get  their  Clocks  or 
Watches  mended,  on  which  Occafions  the  Fathers  ufed  to  make 
Converts.  An  Author,  inferted  in  the  religious  Customs  and  Ce¬ 
remonies  of  all  Nations ,  illuft  rated  with  Figures  by  Picart,  Vol. 
III.  pag.  27 ï,  London ,  1731,  fol.  obferves,  f*  that  the  loweffc 
*£  Chriftians  or  Parias ,  aie  held  in  the  utmoft  Contempt  by  the 
reft  of  the  Indians,  who  know  very  well,  that  moil  of  thofe 
“  who  embrace  Chriftianity,  are  a  Sett  of  beggarly  Creatures  ; 

for  which  Reafon  they  call  them  Chriftianos  dft  Aros ,  or  Pice 
*s  Chriftians ,  thereby  intimating,  that  the  foie  Motive  why 
* £  they  change  their  Religion  is,  to  procure  themfelves  the  Ne- 
44  ceffarjes  of  Life  with  greater  Eafe,  and  to  be  lure  of  fome 
V  Rice  to  eat,  there  being  no  Bread  in  this  Country”.  If  this 
be  true,  the  Zeal  of  thefe  Converts  may  be  îefolved  into  that 
vulgar  Expreftion,  Cupboard- Love. 


to 
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to  proceed  in  my  Journey.  They  yielded  to  my 
Intreaties,  but  with.  Regret,  and  conjured  me  to 
pray  for  them. 

I  arrived,  in  two  Days  Journey  from  thence,  at 
Serrhine ,  the  ufual  Refidence  of  one  of  our  Miffio- 
*  na ries,  but  did  not  find  him  there  ;  the  Father  be¬ 
ing  gone,  fome  Months  before,  upon  his  Vifitation, 
among  the  Cbriftians  of  the  Mountains  of  Madura  ; 
but  I  had  the  Confolation  to  meet  with  Father  Bou~ 
chet ,  who  was  come  to  adminifter  the  Laid  Sacra¬ 
ments  to  a  Qhriftian  in  his  expiring  Moments,  and 
had  expected  me  four  or  five  Days.  Tho5  I  had 
feen  this  illuflrious  Mifiionary  before  in  Posidichery , 
I  now  embraced  him  with  frefh  Tefti monies  of  Ten- 
dernefs  and  Refpebl,  for  his  having  been  fo  infini- 
mental  in  getting  me  received  into  that  Million» 
As  he  had  been  perfect! ted  not  above  three  Months 
before,  and  was  not  quite  recovered  of  a  Fit  of 
Sicknefs,  with  which  he  was  afterwards  affiidled,  he 
looked  very  pale  and  weak.  Here  follows  the  Occa- 
fion  of  his  being  perfecuted. 

Three  Catechifls  forgetting  their  Duty,  and  the 
facred  Character  of  the  Minifiry  with  which  they 
were  inverted,  were  guilty  of  fuch  diffolute  P radi¬ 
ces,  that  it  was  judged  neceffary  to  divert  them  of 
their  Employments.  Thefe  Wretches,  inftead  of 
profiting  by  the  fage  Admonitions  which  were  given 
them,  and  reforming  their  Lives,  threw  off  the 
Mafic,  turned  Aportates,  and  refolved  to  ruin  both  the 
Mirtionaries  and  the  Million.  To  fucceed  in  their 
deteftable  Defign,  they  brought  three  Acculations  a- 
gainft  the  Gofpel-preachers.  Firft,  that  they  were 
Pranguis ,  or  Europeans  ;  an  infamous  Sett  of  Peo¬ 
ple,  who  confequently  mu  ft  be  hated  by  the  whole 
Nation.  Secondly,  that  tho*  they  had  been  long 
fettled  ip  the  Kingdom,  and  had  the  Direction  and 
Government  of  a  great  number  of  Churches,  they 
yet  had  never  paid  the  leaft  Thing  to  the  King, 

2  Thirdly, 
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Thirdly,  that  our  Miffionaries  affaffinated  a  Friar 
of  another  Order,  which  (they  declared)  had  made 
them  fo  odious  to  the  Pope,  that  he  had  refufed  to 
canonize  Father  John  de  Brito ,  who  fell  a  Martyr 
to  the  Faith  in  Marava .  Though  this  was  a  fhock- 
ing  and  ridiculous  Calumny  ;  (the  Friar  whom  they 
pretended  had  been  affaffinated  being  then  at  Surat , 
in  his  Return  from  Rome ,  where  his  Holinefs  had 
made  him  a  Biffiop  5)  it  neverthelefs  was  greatly  to 
be  feared,  as  the  wretched  Apoftates  in  queftion  of¬ 
fered  to  give  the  Prince  twenty  thoufand  Crowns, 
provided  he  would  extirpate  the  Chrijiians ,  that 
they  at  laid  would  prevail  to  get  all  the  Gofpel- 
labourers  banifhed  the  Kingdom,  efpecially  Fa¬ 
ther  Bouchet y  againft  whom  they  had  a  particular 
Spite. 

This  zealous  Miffionary  had  firft  Recourfe  to 
God,  to  implore  his  Protection  ;  and  then,  in  order 
£0  prevent  thefe  pernicious  Defign-s  from  taking 
effect,  he  refolved  to  go  and  falute  the  Prince  Re¬ 
gent,  and  implore  his  Protection.  This  was  fo 
bold  a  Step,  that  no  Miffionary  had  ever  prefumed 
to  take  it,  left  the  Colour  of  his  Face  fhould  betray 
and  difeover  him  to  be  an  European ;  the  Prince  above- 
mentioned  detefting  the  Pranguis  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
that,  notwithftanding  his  being  engaged  in  a  dange¬ 
rous  War,  he  yet  had  difmiffed  from  his  Service 
not  long  before,  fome  very  fkilful  Gunners  (whofe 
Affiftance,  one  would  have  concluded,  he  abfolute- 
ly  wanted)  the  Moment  he  heard  they  were  Eu¬ 
ropeans. 

But  Father  Bouchet ,  putting  his  whole  Confidence, 
in  the  Almighty,  prepared  his  Prefents,  went  to 
the  City,  and  proceeded  to  the  Palace,  where  he 
defined  an  Audience  of  the  Prince,  who,  as  was  ob- 
ferved,  governs  under  the  Queen  *.  This  Princefs, 

Guardian 

*  This  Princefs1  s  Name  is  Manga  mal.  She  had ,  by  King 
Clocanada-naiken  her  Husband,  ,a  Son,  named  Renga  muttu 

vira- 
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Guardian  of  the  Realm,  educates  very  carefully  her 
Grandfon,  a  Prince  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  Years 
of  Age,  to  whom  the  Kingdom  belongs  ;  Hie,  at 
the  lame  Time,  entrufting  the  Balavai^  or  Prince- 
Regent,  entirely  with  the  Adminiftration,  of  which 
he  is  abfolute  Mailer.  This  Regent’s  Condudl  is 
fo  very  fagacious  and  equitable,  that  he  is  thought 
to  be  the  greatefl  Minifter  that  ever  governed  Ma¬ 
dura. 

But  how  diflntereded  foever  this  Prince  might  be* 
yet  Father  Bouchet  imagined  it  would  be  improper 
to  appear  before  him,  without  obferving  the  Cere» 
monial  of  the  Country,  that  is,  without  making 
fome  Prefents  *.  Thofe  prepared  by  the  Miflio- 
nary  were  of  no  great  Value,  but  then  they  were 
of  a  new  Kind,  and  all  he  could  bellow.  He  had 
brought  with  him  a  terrellrial  Globe,  about  two 
Foot  diameter,  on  which  the  Names  of  the  feveral 
Kingdoms,  Provinces,  Coalls,  and  Seas,  were  writ 
in  the  tfamul  Language  ;  another  Globe,  of  Glafs, 
about  nine  Inches  diameter,  cut  within  like  Look¬ 
ing-glades  ;  fome  multiplying  and  burning  Glades  ; 
feveral  Chineze  Curiofities  fent  him  from  Cormandel  ; 
many  Bracelets,  of  Jet,  adorned  with  Silver  ;  a 
Cock  made  with  Shells,  very  neatly  and  fkilfully 
wrought  :  To  conclude,  feveral  common  Looking- 
glaffes,  and  fuch  Curiofities  which  they  had  either 
purchafed,  or  received  as  Prefents.  The  Father  al¬ 
io  concluded,  that  it  would  be  neceffary  to  obtain 
the  Favour  of  fome  Courtiers,  in  order  that  they 
might  fpeak  in  his  Behalf,  and  procure  him  a  fa¬ 
vourable  Audience  ;  it  being  of  the  utmoll  Impor- 

vira-Krifnapa  naiken,  (how  uncouth  are  thefe  Names  1}  a  very 
promfng  Prince ,  vsho  died  of  the  Small  Pox  ;  leaving  his  Pfueen 
with  Child  of  a  Son,  who  is  now  King  of  Madura,  under  the 
Guardian/hip  of  his  Grandmother. 

*  Thus  we  Tee,  that  a  Spirit  of  Venality  infinuates  itfelf  even 
into  Courts  fituated  in  the  moil  remote  Ccuntries,  whofe  Inha¬ 
bitants  ate  not  refined  into  Vice  by  Education,  tier  have  fcarce 
any  Correfpondence  with  other  Nations. 

R  i 
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tance,  both  for  the  Honour  of  Religion,  and  the 
Good  of  the  Church  of  Madura ,  that  the  Doctors 
of  the  holy  Law  Ibotild  be  received  with  Diftinc- 
tion  the  firft  Time  they  appeared  at  Court  ;  a  Cir- 
tumftance  which  would  enforce  the  Authority  of 
their  Miniftry  in  the  Minds  of  the  common  People, 
who  obey  implicitly  the  Will  and  Inclinations'  of 
their  Sovereign  *. 

The  Father  having  thus  taken  all  the  prudent 
Meafures  he  judged  neceffary,  in  order  to  fucceed 
in  his  Defign,  repofed  the  11 1 mold  Confidence  in 
God,  in  whole  Hands  are  the  Hearts  of  Princes, 
which  he  difpofes  of  at  Pleafure,  He  was  not  mis¬ 
taken,  the  T*alavai ,  or  Prince-Regent,  receiving 
him  with  greater  Honour  and  Diftin&ion  than  he 
could  poflibly  have  expedled.  The  Prince  not  only 
rofe  up  the  Moment  the  Father  appeared,  but  fa- 
luted  him  in  the  fame  Manner  as  Difciples  here  fa- 
lute  their  Mailers,  and  the  common  People  their 
Lords  ;  which  is  performed,  by  joining  both  Hands, 
and  then  raifing  them  to  the  Forehead,  Father 
Bouchet ,  to  maintain  his  Charadler,  and  return  this 
favourable  Reception,  fainted  the  Prince  as  Mailers 
do  their  Difciples,  by  opening  his  Hands,  and 
ftretchmg  them  towards  the  Prince,  by  way  of  re¬ 
ceiving  him.  The  Regent  then  caufed  the  Million 
nary  to  fit  down  by  him,  on  a  Kind  of  Sofa,  with 
this  Mark  of  Diltinâion,  that  the  Sofa  being  too 
narrow  for  two  Perfons  to  be  feated  conveniently  upon 
it,  the  Prince  ftraitned  himfelf  ;  made  the  Father 

fit  by  him,  and  even  laid  his  Knees  on  thofe  of  the 
Father. 

*  The  jefuits  ere  confidered  as  fupreme  Politicians  on  the/e 
Occafions,  no  Sett  of  People  being  better  verfed  in  the  Arts  of 
Iniinuation  :  And  ’tis  no  wonder  they  fihould  be  able  to  ingra¬ 
tiate  themfelves  at  the  Courts  of  thcfe  India?i  Princes,  fince  they 
find  Means  to  glide  into  others,  where  Learning,  and  the  polite 
Arts,  are  in  the  mod  fiouriiliing  State, 

,  À 
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A  Man  muft  be  as  well  acquainted^  as  we  are* 
with  the  Cuftoms  of  this  Country  ;  and  the  natural 
Deteftation  which  the  Natives  of  It$  efpecially  the 
Bramins ,  bear  to  the  Europeans  *,  to  have  a  perfect 
Idea  of  the  very  honourable  Reception  which  the 
Father  met  with  on  this  Occafion.  The  Father 
himfelf  was  aftoniftied  at  it,  as  likewife  the  whole 
Court,  which  was  va  fl:  1  y  numerous,  there  being, 
that  Day,  upwards  of  five  hundred  Perfons,  the 
greateft  Part  of  whom  were  Bramins.  The  Father 
being  thus  feated,  made  his  Compliments,  He 
then  declared  that  he  was  come  from  the  North, 
and  from  the  mighty  City  of  Rome,  to  inftrucft  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Kingdom  in  the  fupreme  Being, 
and  in  his  holy  Law*  That  having  been  for  feveral 
Lears,  a  Witnels  of  his  heroic  Actions,  and  the 
many  Victories  he  had  gained  over  his  Enemies,  he 
therefore  was  extremely  defirous  of  feeing  fo  great 
a  Prince,  and  imploring  his  Prote&ion  in  Favour  of 
his  Miniftry*  That  as  one  of  the  principal  Arti¬ 
cles  of  the  Lav/  inculcated  by  him,  obliged  Subjects 
to  pay  the  ftri&eft  Obedience  to  their  Sovereign, 
and  to  be  inviolably  attached  to  them,  he  might  be 
allured  of  his  Fidelity,  a  Duty  which  he  did  not 
fail  to  recommend  earneftly  to  all  his  Difciples. 

The  Prince  replied,  that  the  God  he  worshipped 
muft  be  very  powerful,  and  deferve  the  higheft  Ho- 

>  *  In  the  thirty-four  Conferences  between  the  Daniih  Mijfiona- 
ries.  &e.  p.  276,  a  Bramin  gives  the  following  Reafon,  why 
the  Indians  bear  fo  great  a  Hatred  to  the  Europeans .  And 
“  becaufe  you  Europeans  drink  (Iron g  Liquors,  and  kill  and  eat 
“  your  Fellow-creatures,  endued  with  five  Senfes  as  well  as 
yourfeîves  ;  I  confefs  we  have  an  inbred  Averfion  for  you, 
and  all  that  belongs  to  you”.  I  he  Bramin  had  faid  a  little 
before;  “  Nature  has  plentifully  provided  us  with  other  Food, 
4t  fo  that  we  have  no  need  of  eating  our  Fellow-creatures  ;  and 
“  ’tis  written  in  our  Law,  that  thefe  very  Creatures,  if  devour- 
‘e  ed  by  Man  in  this  World,  will  be  their  Tormentors  in  the 
next,  biting  and  tearing  them  with  their  Teeth,  or  trampling 
“  them  under  Foot’’. 
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nours,  fince  it  had  prompted  fo  worthy  a  Perfon  to 
undertake  fo  long  a  Voyage,  folely  in  the  View  of 
making  him  known  to  a  People,  who  had  never 
heard  of  his  Name  *.  That  his  (the  Miffionary’s) 
thin  pale  Cheeks,  plainly  proved  him  to  lead  a  very 
mortified  Life  ;  and  that  the  Prefen ts  he  brought 
with  him  plainly  fhewed,  that  Neceffity  had  not 
forced  him  to  quit  his  native  Country.  That  he  had 
already  heard  the  moft  advantageous  Particulars 
concerning  his  Learning  and  good  Senfe.  That  as 

*  We  find,  in  like  Manner,  in  the  Conferences  of  the  Danifh 
Mijfionaries ,  pag.  274,  &  feq.  that  the  Bramins  were  greatly 
offended  at  the  Freedom  which  the  Miffionary  took,  in  refuting 
their  Idolatry,  the  Bramin  obferving,  “  that  it  was  a  Piece  of 
*5  great  Infolence  to  blafpheme  their  Gods  and  Religion  ;  and 
4«  that  fuch  high  Crimes  were  intolerable”.  However,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  Malaharian  Prince,  before  whom  they  were  then 
difputing,  efpoufed  the  Miffionary  and  the  Chriftian  Caufe,  he 
addieffing  himfelf  thus  to  the  Miffionary,  pag.  275.  “  Your  De- 
<«  fign  is  laudable  ;  for  ’tis  but  reafonable  that  wife  Men  ffiould 
««  communicate  their  Wifdom  to  the  Ignorant  ;  and  in  fo  doing, 
*e  they  render  great  Service  to  their  Generation  ;  and  therefore 
4‘  with,  that  there  were  more  fuch  learned  and  pious  Men  in  this 
4t  Country,  to  teach,  the  People  the  true  way  to  Happinefs'k 
It  appears  by  this  Conference,  that  the  Proteflant  Miffionary 
was  treated  with  great  Kindnefs  by  the  Prince  ;  I  was  receiv- 
“  ed  (fays  the  former)  very  civilly;  entertained  with  delicate 
“  Fruits,  and  made  to  fit  down  in  a  Chair  after  the  Manner  of 
“  Europe ,  pag.  273”.  This  Malaharian  Prince  feemed  more 
inquifitive  than  one  would  nave  imagined,  confidering  the  Igno¬ 
rance  which  prevails  in  thefe  Countries..  u  He  asked  me  fe- 
“  veral  Queftions  (continues  the  Miffionary,  pag.  274.)  in  rela- 
««.  tion  to  Europe  ;  and  whether  his  Danijh  Majefty  (my  gracious 
«  ‘  Sovereign)  was  yet  living  ?  How  numerous  was  the  royal  Fa- 
*f  rniiy  ?  Of  the  Extent  of  the  Danifh  Dominions  ?  Of  the 
44  Strong-holds  and  fortified  Places  ?  Of  the  Maritime  and  Land- 
<c  forces  ?  How  many  Kings  there  were  in  Europe  ?  And  whe- 
*<  ther  other  Nations  befides  Danes,  French ,  E?iglijhr  Dutch ,  and 
“  Portuguese ,  could  come  to  India  ?  Which  of  thefe  were  mod 
<e  powerful  ?  If  the  Air  was  fo  temperate  in  Europe,  that  the 
Indians  might  live  therein  as  the  Europeans  do  in  India  F  And 
4*  if  ail  the  Europea?2s  were  Ghrijiictns  '  F  Heve  we  have  a  Flea- 
then  Prince,  un-improved  by  Learning,  asking  more  pertinent 
Quellions  than  fome  European  Princes,  with  ail  the  Advantages 
of  Education,  would  have  done. 
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the  Multiplicity  of  his  Affairs  would  not  give  him 
Leifure  to  underfland,  in  the  Manner  he  could  wifh* 
the  Explication  of  the  Figures  drawn  fo  artfully  on 
the  Globe  he  had  brought  %  he  therefore  had  fent 
for  the  moft  famous  A  ft  reloger  in  the  Kingdom  to 
difeourfe  with  him  upon  it,  in  order  that  he  might 
learn  the  Ufes  of  this  wonderful  Machine,  That 
perceiving,  among  his  Prefents,  fome  Things  which 
could  not  fail  of  pleading  the  Queen,  he  therefore 
would  leave  him  a  Moment,  and  go  and  prefent 
them  to  her  Majefty  with  his  own  Hand,  The  Prince 
then  rofe  up,  and  ordered  fome  of  the  Courtiers  to 
take  the  Father  into  the  Garden,  and  keep  hint 
Company  till  his  Return. 

The  Queen,  being  delighted  with  the  Novelty  of 
the  Prefects,  received  them  with  great  Teftimonies 
of  joy,  and  commended  them  highly.  Above  all 
fhe  admired  the  GJafs  Globe,  the  Bracelets,  and  the 
Cock  wrought  in  Shells,  infomuch  that  fhe  could 
fcarce  take  her  Eyes  from  them.  She  therefore  de» 
fired  the  Regent  to  thank  the  foreign  Doddor,  in 
her  Name  \  to  pay  him  every  Kind  of  Honour* 
and  to  comply  with  all  his  Requeifs. 

As  Father  Bouchet  had  vanished  from  Court,  aâ 
it  were,  and  been  led  into  the  Garden,  a  Report 
prevailed,  in  the  Palace,  and  the  City,  that  he  was 
feized  and  thrown  into  Prifon.  This  News  proved 
a  Subjedt  of  Triumph  for  fome  little  Time,  to  the 
Enemies  of  our  holy  Religion  and  threw  the  Cbri- 
ft i ans  into  the  Utmofl  Condensation*  they  waiting 
with  great  Uneafinefs  to  hear  the  Succefs  of  this  VF 
Fit.  However,  their  Sorrow  was  foon  changed  into 
Joy  :  For  the  Prince*  at  his  Return  from  the  Queen's 
Apartment,  received  the  Father*  in  Prefence  of  the 
whole  Court,  with  the  like  Honours  as  are  paid  to 
Embaffadors*  that  is,  he  put  upon  his  Plead,  in. 
Form  of  a  Veil,  a  Piece  of  Gold  Brocade,  about 
eight  Foot  long,  and  died  over  him  fome  fweet- 

H  h  fondling 
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duelling  Waters  ;  after  which  he  declared,  that  he 
was  exprefly  ordered  by  the  Queen  to  grant  him  e- 
very  Thing  he  defired. 

Had  the  Father  then  thought  proper  to  infinu- 
ate  a  Word  or  two  concerning  the  CatechiR  Apo- 
Rates,  who,  for  fo  many  Months,  had  occafioned 
Rich  DiRurbances,  and  given  fo  much  Scandal  to 
his  Church,  the  Prince  would  certainly  have  pun  idl¬ 
ed  them  fevereiy,  and  perhaps  baniflied  them  the 
Kingdom  ;  but  the  Miffionary,  animated  with  the 
Spirit  of  his  Lord  and  MaRer,  and  calling  to  mind 
that  he  was  a  Father,  would  not  deRroy  his  Chil¬ 
dren,  though  they  had  been  fo  ungrateful  and  trea¬ 
cherous  with  regard  to  ChriR  and  his  Church.  He 
therefore  contented  himfelf  with  preventing,  by  his 
Vifitation,  their  doing  any  farther  Prejudice  to  the 
Church,  or  from  impofmg  upon  the  People  by  Ca¬ 
lumnies  and  horrid  Accufafions  *.  For  this  Reafon, 
after  alluring  the  Prince  that  he  retained  the  deeped: 
Senfeof  his  Favours,  he  again  begged  his  Protection 
for  himfelf  and  his  Difciples,  affuring  him,  that  they 
in  return  for  all  his  Goodnefs,  would  daily  implore 
the  Lord  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  whom  they  wor- 
flipped,  to  fliower  down  his  choiceR  Bleffings  up¬ 
on,  and  give  him  the  Vidory  over  his  Enemies. 
The  Prince  promifed  not  to  forget  him  ;  when  after 
faluting  him  in  the  fame  manner  as  at  firft,  he  with¬ 
drew,  commanding  his  Officers  to  let  the  Father  be 
carried  through  every  part  of  the  City,  in  the  fineft 
Court-palankin,  to  Ihew  the  World  that  he  honour¬ 
ed  this  foreign  Dodor,  and  indulged  him  his  Pro- 
tedlion.  *  »  . 

The  ModeRy  of  Father  Bouchet  was  put  to  a 
great  Trial  on  this  Occafion.  He  debated  within 

*  Perhaps  thefe  Charges  brought  againft  the  Catechids  are 
true,  perhaps  not.  The  only  Way  to  be  certain  on  this  Occa- 
lion,  would  be  to  have  heard  the  other  Party,  according  to  the 
Motto  writ  (!  think)  over  the  Senate- houfer  of  Venice,  Audi  & 
alteram  Partem  ;  i.  c.  PI ear  both  Sides. 
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liimfelf,  whether  it  was  not  incumbent  on  him  tore- 
Füfe  the  public  Honour  now  offered  him  ;  but  after 
pouring  forth  his  Heart  before  the  Lord, he  imagin’d 
it  was  neceffary  for  his  Glory,  and  thé  Honour  of  the 
Chriftian  Religion,  that  ail  the  Inhabitants  of  that 
Capital  fhould  plainly  fee,  that  the  Prince  efleenfd 
the  Religion  he  taught  ;  and  that  it  would  find  a 
Protedlor  in  him,  when  wanted.  He  therefore  got 
into  the  Palankin  -,  and  permitted  the  Indians  to  car¬ 
ry  him  through  every  Part  of  the  City,  with  Mil¬ 
lie  playing  before  him  *.  This  Pomp  foon  drew 
numberlels  Multitudes  of  People  into  the  Streets*, 
through  which  he  pafied,  they  all  faluting  him  in 
the  moil  refpeâful  manner.  The  Chrifiians ,  who 
till  now,  were  afraid  that  their  Religion  would  be 
defpifed  and  cenfured  by  the  Prince,  crouded  after 
the  Miffionary  with  Acclamations,  and  the  highefl 
JDemonftrations  of  Joy  ;  publifhing  aloud  that  they 

*  The  famous  Traveller,  Pietro  della  Valle ,  inveighs  again!! 
the  Effeminacy  of  the  Palanquins ,  he  faying,  ‘  That  Men  are 

*  forbid,  in  all  the  Territories  of  the  Portuguese  in  India,  to 

*  go  in  them  ;  and  indeed  they  are  too  foft  and  effeminate  a  Ve~ 

*  hide.  Neverthelefs,  as  the  Portuguese  pay  little  or  no  Obedi- 
‘  ence  to  their  Laws,  they,  either  upon  Pretence  of  Rain, 

*  or  by  Favour,  or  Prefents,  have  prevail’d  fo  far,  that  moi!  of 
‘  them  are  carried  in  Palanquins  ail  the  Year  round.’  Vandare 
in  Palanchino ,  nette  terre  di  Portoghefi  in  India,  fi  prohibifce  à  ?li 
k'uomini,  perche  in  <v era  è  cofa  troppo  poltronefca  :  Butt  avia ,  come 
i  Portoghefi  fon  pochijjimo  Qjfervatori  di  tutte  le  lor  leggi ,  con 
occajione  dette  piogge  prima ,  e  per  favori,  b  per  prefenti ,  comin- 
ciano  ad  haverne  iicenza  ;  e  poi  kpoco  à  poco  fi  Jlarga ,  c he  a l  fine 
ci  van  quafi  tutti,  e  tut  to  P  Anno.  Dd  Viaggi  di  Pietro  della  Valle 
il  Pellegrino,  Parte  III.  pag.  134,  I  3Ç,  in  Roma,  1663,4/0.  He 
had  before  exclaim’d  again!!  this  kind  of  Vehicle ,  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  Volume,  pag.  24.  fueflo  modo  di  andare,  il  piu  poltronefca 
che  io  ?nai  hahbia  vedutp,  i.  e.  ‘  This  is  the  mot!  idle,  effemi- 

'  *  nate  way  of  carrying  I  ever  faw  in  my  Life.’  What  would 
our  renowned  Traveller  have  faid,  had  he  feen  Father  Bouchet 
in  his  Palanquin,  and  Mufic  playing  before  him.  We  are  told, 
indeed,  that  his  Modeky  fuffer’d  greatly,  perhaps  it  did  ;  but 
many  accufe  the  Jefuits  of  being  too  fond  of  worldly  Honours 
on  thefe  and  other  Occasions. 


H  h  2- 
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were  Chriftims ,  and  Difciples  of  the  foreign  Doctor, 
The  SucCefs  of  this  kind  of  Triumph  ftrengthned 
th t  Neophytes  in  their  Faith,  and  prompted  a  great 
Number  of  Idolaters  to  beg  to  be  baptized.  Not 
fatisfied  with  carrying  Father  Bouchet  through  the 
whole  City  of  1 Trichirapali  %  they  likewife  convey’d 
him  in  this  manner,  to  the  Place  of  his  Abode, 
which  is  about  four  Leagues  from  the  Capital.  The 
Moment  he  arrived  there,  he  affembled  the  ChriJ- 
tians  in  the  Church,  dedicated  to  the  bleffed  Vir¬ 
gin,  in  order  that  they  all  might  return  Thanks  to 
God,  for  this  fignal  Bleffing. 

But  the  Voice  of  God  which  fo  evidently  defend-» 
ed  the  Father  againft  his  Slanderers,  did  not  make 
the  lead:  Impreffion  on  the  Flearts  of  the  Three 
Apoftates.  They  were  again  urged  to  return  to 
their  Duty  ;  and  to  leave  off  their  bafe  Prac¬ 
tices,  for  fear,  of  meeting  a  moft  fevere  Punifhment. 
However,  they  Fill  continued  obftinate  ;  infomuch 
that  the  Father  was  forced  to  read  publickly  the 
Sentence  of  Excommunication,  which  one  of  our 
Mifiionaries  had  before  pronounced  againft  them. 
As  this  was  the  firft  Inftance  of  fuch  a  kind  of 
Severity  practiced  in  thofe  Countries,  the  Chriftians 
were  ftrongly  afFeded  with  it  ;  when  looking  upon 
thefe  three  Rebels,  as  rotten  Members,  fince  they 
were  cut  off  from  the  Church,  they  refufed  to  have 
the  leaft  Correfponden'cc  with  them.  But  now  thefe 
unhappy  Wretches,  who  had  hitherto  continued 
dead  to  all  Reflection,  were  ftrongly  afteded  with 
this  laft  Circumftance,  which,  at  one  and  the  fame 
Time,  made  them  odious  to  the  Chriftians ,  and  ex¬ 
pos’d  them  to  the  feoff  of  the  Heathens ,  who  point¬ 
ing  at  them  would  cry,  “  There  are  the  Men  who 
«  betray’d  their  Doctors,’*  that  is,  according  to  the 
Idea  which  thefe  Indians  have  of  Treachery,  “  There 
“  are  the  moft  wicked  Men  upon  Earth  *,  Men 

6  4  whofe 
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€e  whole  Souls  are  of  the  blacked:  Dye  How¬ 
ever,  two  of  them,  unable  to  bear  thefe  Taunts 
any  longer,  after  continuing  fix  Months  in  a  State 
of  Rebellion,  came  and  threw  themfelves  at  the 
Father’s  Feet,  being  dncerely  grieved  at  their  Apo- 
Racy,  and  the  fad  Evils  they  had  endeavoured  to 
bring  upon  this  Infant  Church,  The  Father  who 
had  long  wifhed  for  the  Return  of  thefe  Fray’d 
Sheep,  receiv’d  them  in  the  Fold  with  Indulgence  *, 
and  after  they  had  made  a  public  Confeffion  in  the 
Church,  and  begg’d  Pardon  for  their  bale  Defer- 
tion,  and  their  barbarous  Calumnies,  they  received 
Absolution,  and  were  again  admitted  into  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  the  Faithful.  As  for  the  Third,  he  per- 
fever’d  in  his  Apoftacy  ;  and  in  all  Probability  will 
never  repent,  unlefs  Heaven  fhould  pleafe  to  al- 
moft  work  a  Miracle  in  his  Favour. 

Though  this  Affair  ended  happily,  yet  the  Fa¬ 
tigues  Father  Bouchet  had  undergone  on  this  Occa- 
fion,  threw  him  into  a  Fit  of  Sicknefs,  from  which 
he  was  not  well  recover’d,  when  I  found  him  in 
S  err  bine.  We  ftaid  there  but  one  Day,  and  the 
next  went  to  Aovr ,  which  is  but  a  fhort  Day’s 
Journey  from  thence.  When  Father  Bouchet  firfl 
came  into  the  Million  of  Madura ,  about  Twelve 
Years  ago,  the  Miffionaries  were  under  fuch  Fears, 
that  they  never  entered  the  Villages  except  at  Night  % 
but,  Heavens  be  praifed.  Things  are  much  alter’d 
for  the  better  fince  that  Time.  For  we  not  only 
went  into  Aoor  in  open  Day  ;  but  the  Chriftians  of 
the  neighbouring  Towns  affembling  together,  re¬ 
ceived  us  with  Mafic,  and  Acclamations,  a  Circum- 
ffance  which  drew  Tears  of  Joy  from  my  Eyes, 
*T would  be  impoffihle  to  exprefs  the  tender  Affec- 

*  The  Sincerity  of  thefe  Indians  might  be  very  much  doubt” 
ed,  confidering  the  Motive  of  their  Return  to  the  Church  ;  no¬ 
thing  being,  in  general,  more  intolerable  to  a  Man,  than  Cove* 

reign  and  univerfal  Contempt.  — - Many  will  probably  fufpeéfc 

the  Truth  of  feveral  Puits  of  this  Narrative. 
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tion  and  Refpe<5t  which  the  Chriftians  of  this  little 
Town  bear  to  Father  Bouchet ,  they  being  all  firmly 
perfuaded  that  he  loves  them  as  dearly  as  if  they 
were  his  Children.  We  went  diredtly  to  the 
Church,  which  was  then  adorn’d  as  on  Eafter  Sun-’ 
day.  There  the  People  offered  up  Thanks  to  Gods 
and  the  bleifed  Virgin,  for  the  Succefs  of  my  Jour¬ 
ney,  with  the  higheft  Demonftrations  of  AfFedUon  ; 
all  which  I  afcribM  to  the  Efteem  Father  Bouchet 
has  gain’d,  not  only  with  Regard  to  himfelf,  but 
to  ail  I  thofe  of  our  Order. 

A  few  Days  after  I  was  vifited  by  fuch  of  our 
Fathers  as  live  near  Aoor\  and  thofe  who  refide  at 
a  greater  Biftance  from  it,  were  fo  good  as  to  write 
to  me.  Aoor  is  certainly  the  moft  confiderable 
Million  now  in  Madura ,  not  only  on  Account  of 
its  Neighbourhood  to  the  Capital  of  the  Kingdom, 
but  alfo  becaufe  there  are  Twenty-nine  Churches 
dependant  on  it,  in  which  are  computed  upwards 
of  Thirty  Thoufand  Chriftians ,  converted  by  the 
Father  Vifitor,  At  his  coming  thither,  there  were 
no  other  Churches  in  <Tricherapaly\  except  thofe  of 
the  Parias ,  who  are  the  loweft  of  all  the  Caftes,  a 
Circumftance  which  gave  the  Heathens  a  very  difad- 
van  tageous  Idea  of  our  holy  Religion  ;  but  now  there 
are  four  Churches  for  the  higher  Caftes,  in  four  dif¬ 
ferent  Parts  of  this  great  City.  Tho’  thefe  feve- 
ral  Churches  are  built  only  of  Earth,  and  cover’d 
with  Straw,  they  yet  are  neat  and  finely-  embel- 
lifh’d,  and  adorn’d  within  *.  But  we  earneftly 
wifh  to  have  one  Church  (at  leaft)  of  Stone,  which 

*  *Tis  well  knôwn  that  the  Roman-Catbolics  are  very  Iavifh 
of  Church-Ornaments,  their  Churches  being  generally  crouded 
with  Altars,  Pictures,  Statues,  & c.  Some  of  the  Churches  in 
Faris  are  embellifh’d  in  a  noble,  grand  Tafte  ;  but  others,  parti* 
cularly  in  the  Provinces,  are  often  crouded  info  artlefs  a  Manner, 
and  with  fuch  wretched  Statues,  Pidures,  &c.  that  they  feem. 
rather  a  Burlefque  upon  Religion,  than  defign’d  to  raife  the  Ma-' 
jelly  of  it. 

!  •*'  1  may 
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mi  ay  be  equal  to,  or  if  poffible  furpafs,  the  Idol- 
Temples  ;  but  this  can  never  happen  except  it  pleafe 
God,  to  prompt  fome  generous  Perlons  in  Europe, 
to  furnifh  us  with  Monies  for  that  Purpofe.  Such 
a  Building  would  contribute  greatly  to  the  Advance¬ 
ment  of  our  Religion,  if  we  may  form  a  Judgment 
of  this  Matter,  from  the  Suceefs  we  met  with  in 
Aoor  -f. 

At  Father  Bouche  f%  Arrival  there,  it  was  a  poor 
little  Village,  in  which  were  but  a  very  few  Chrif- 
tians .  The  Father,  knowing  perfectly  well  the  Geni¬ 
us  of  this  People,  who  are  eafily  captivated  by  the 
Objects  ofSenle,  refolved  to  build  a  pretty  handfome 
Church,  which  might  excite  the  Curiofity  of  the 
Infidels.  No  fooner  was  the  Edifice  finifhed, 
but  People  flock’d  to  fee  it  from  all  Parts,  efpecial- 
ly  from  the  Capital,  which,  as  was  before  oblerv’d, 
is  but  four  Leagues  oft.  This  gave  the  Father  an 
Opportunity  of  fpeaking  concerning  God,  to  a 
great  multitude  of  People;  on  which  Occafion  fe¬ 
ver  al  turn’d  Chriftians ,  and  came  and  fettled  in  Aoor , 
which  thereby  is  become  one  of  the  moflconfiderable 
Towns  in  the  Kingdom.  You  poffibly  may  be  glad 
to  have  a  Defcription  of  this  Church  ;  and  to  be 
told  that,  as  every  Thing  is  cheap  there,  fuch  a- 
nother  might  be  built  at  no  great  Expence. 

It  fiands  in  the  Center  of  a  large  Court.  The 
Walls,  at  certain  Diflances,  are  painted  ;  and 
they  are  adorn’d,  in  the  Infide,  with  lofty  Co¬ 
lumns,  which  fupport  a  Cornice  that  goes  quite 
round  the  Edifice.  The  Pavement  is  fo  neat  and 
fimooth,  that  it  looks  like  one  entire  Piece  of  white 
Marble.  The  Altar  is  in  the  middle  of  the  Window, 
purpofely  that  it  may  be  feen  on  all  Sides,  and 

f  Thefe  Ornaments  make  a  Prong  TmprelTion  on  the  Mines 
of  the  common  People,  evén  in  Countries  where  Learning  flou- 
rifhes  ;  his  therefore  no  Wonder  they  fhouid  Anke  very  itron  g' y 
on  the  Minds  of  a.  People  who  are  utter  Strangers  to  Know¬ 
ledge  . 

H  h  4  eight 
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eight  large  Columns,  which  fupport  an  Imperial 
Crown,  form  the  whole  Ornament  of  this  Altar,5 
every  Part  of  which  glitters  with  Gold  and  Azure; 
Bot  to  mention  that  the  Indian  Architecture,  being 
blended  with  that  of  Europe ,  has  a  moft  pleafing 
Effect.  As  this  Church  is  dedicated  to  the  Bleffed 
Virgin,  the  Chriftians  come  in  Pilgrimage  to  it 
from  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom. 

I  cannot  omit  the  odd  Accident  following.  When 
Ihad  been  two  Days  in  Aoor,  after  affifling,  in  the 
Evening,  with  Father  Bouchet  at  the  Prayers  and  o- 
ther  pious  Exercifes  ufually  offtr-d  up  in  the  Church, 
we  entered  the  Room  where  two  of  our  Fathers^ 
who  were  come  to  pay  me  a  Vifit,  were  faying  their 
Breviary,  by  the  Light  of  a  fmall  Lamp.  I  then 
fancied  I  faw,  in  the  middle  of  the  Room,  a  kind 
of  Rope,  in  the  Form  of  a  Horfe -s  Halter  ;  where¬ 
upon  1  took  it  up,  in  order  to  carry  it  to  the 
Lamp5  and  there  examine  whether  it  was  good  for 
any  T  hing8  But  how  great  was  my  Surprize,  when 
I  found  that  my  fuppos*d  Rope  was  a  Serpent, 
which  was  raifmg  itfeif  up  in  order  to  bite  me  ! 
In  my  Fright,  I  fhook  it  from  the,  and  it  was  kil¬ 
led  that  Xnhant,  I  wonder  I  did  not  perceive  the 
Motion  of  the  Serpent  fooner;  or  that  it  did  not 
bite  me,  the  Moment  I  put  my  Fingers  to  it.  But 
this  would  have  coft  me  my  Life,  the  Bite  of  the 
Serpents  in  queftion  being  found  mortal  -,  though 
there  are  excellent  Antidotes  in  this  Country,  a^ 
gainft  the  Bite  of  mpft  other  Reptiles  of  that 
kind  *.  ‘  ■  '■ 

Though 

*  Many  Travellers  fpeak  of  the  Serpents  found  in  this  Part  of 
the  World.  According  to  Father  Pyrard,  the  Serpents  of  Cali¬ 
cut  are  very  large  and  dangerous  ;  and  yet  the  People1  dare  not 
kill  them,  they  being  held  in  great  Veneration  by  the  King  and 
the  Bramins,  who  imagine  that  they  are  Spirits  created,  by 
Heaven,  to  affiidl  Mankind,  and  punilli  them  for  their  Sins.  In 
the  Nouvelles  de  la  République  des  Lettres ,  for  y auuary  1699  % 
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Though  we  perform  our  minifterial  FunTions 
in  fo  calm  and  undifturb’d  a  Manner,  we  yet  have 
frequent  Alarms,  and  are  daily  expofed  to  new  Per- 
fecutions.  Since  the  little  Time  that  Ï  have  liv’d  in 
Aoor,  we  were  thrice  going  to  fly,  and  Jive  in  the 
Woods,  whither  our  molt  valuable  Things,  that  is 
the  Church  Ornaments  and  our  Books,  had  been 
carried  before. 

I  had  been  told,  and  accordingly  expeded,  be¬ 
fore  my  Arrival  in  this  Place,  to  And  neither  Bread, 
Meat,  Eggs,  Fifh,  nor  Wine,  except  what  is  us’d 
at  Mafs  ;  but  Ï  will  frankly  tell  you,  that  Things 
are  much  wqrfe  than  I  imagin’d.  Nothing  is 
drunk  here  but  Water,  which  often  is  very  mud¬ 
dy,  and  never  very  clear  ;  it  being  drawn  out  of 
Ponds,  wherein  Men  and  Cattle  wafh  thernfeJves 
daily.  Our  only  Food  is  Herbs,  Roots  and  Ftilfe, 
the  Tafte  of  which  is  much  more  infipid  and 
bitter,  than  any  of  thofe  in  -Europe.  No  Perfon 
can  eat  them  with  any  tolerable  Appetite,  unlefs  he 

we  are  told  of  a  Serpent  of  a  very  finguîar,  and  very  dangerous 
kind,  found  in  Malabar .  Ti$  no  thicker  than  a  Man's  Finger* 
and  five  or  fix  Foot  long  ;  and  being  of  a  green  Colour,  kis  not 
well  diftinguifhèd  when  in  the  Grafs.  It  does  not  fhun  PafTe ti¬ 
gers,  but  flies  upon  them,  endeavouring  commonly  to  fix  itfelf 
on  the  Eyes,  Note  or  Ears.  Its  Bite  is  not  venemous  ;  but  un¬ 
der  its  Neck  is  a  Bladder  fill’d  with  fubcile  Poifbn,  which  this 
Reptile  lets  out  upon  the  Part  where  it  feizes  ;  and  this  Poifon 
is  mortal.  Mr.  Onjington  informs  us,  that  a  tame  Snake  was 
Brought  into  the  Factory  at  Surat »  of  fo  valt  a  Size,  that  lie 
fwallowed  one  of  their'  biggeft  Fowls  whole,  with  all  its  Fea¬ 
thers,  in  his  Prefence.  The  Serpent  began  with  the  Plead  of  the 
Fowl,  after  which,  twining  round  the  Body,  he  fqueezkl  it  dole 
to  make  the  Paffage  the  eafier.  The  Fowl  gave  one  Shriek  up¬ 
on  its  being  firlt  feiz’d,  and  then  lay  dead.  ’Twas  fome  Time 
before  the  Serpent  could  get  the  main  Part  of  the  Fowl  into  his 
his  Throat;  but  after  he  had  got  fo  far,  he  convey’d  it  down 
to  the  middle  of  his  Belly  with  eafe.  This  Part  of  India  is  a 
fine  Country;  but  the  Serpents,  Scorpions,  and  troublefome  In- 
feds,  with  which  it  abounds,  greatly  abate  the  Plea fure  which 
other  wife  might  be  found  in  it. 

V-' 


3 


has 
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has  been  accuftomed  to  them  from  his  Infancy.  I 
remember  on  this  Occafion,  a  fmart  Saying  of  a 
Miffionary,  who  was  but  lately  arrived  in  thefe 
Parts.  Being  afk’d  his  Opinion  concerning  the 
Herbs  which  were  fet  before  him  :  “  I  had  fan- 
cied,  fays  he,  till  now,  that  Animals  only  had 
Gall  j  but  I  find  that,  in  this  Country,  we  talte 
it  even  in  Herbs  and  Pulfe/*  We  are  allowed  to 
life  Butter  with  them,  but  thofe  who  drefs  our  Vic¬ 
tuals  (which  were  we  to  do  ourfelves,  the  Indians 
would  think  we  difgracM  our  minilterial  Character) 
cook  it  up  fo  wretchedly,  that  *tis  a  real  Mortifica¬ 
tion  for  iis  to  eat  any  of  it.  Farther,  as  the  Rice, 
which  ferves  as  Bread,  is  boiled  only  in  Water,  it 
takes  away  its  Talte.  A  Miffionary  imagines  at  his 
iirft  coming,  that  if  he  does  but  make  a  hearty 
Refolution,  he  will  foon  accuftom  himfelf  to  this 
Food,  though  fo  vaftly  infipid  ;  however,  the  Sto¬ 
mach  loathes  it  to  fuch  a  Degree  at  laft,  that  no¬ 
thing  but  mere  Neceffity  could  force  a  European  to 
touch  any  of  it.  Fruits  are  fo  rarely  met  with 
here,  that  we  think  it  a  Banquet  if  we  get  only  a 
Radifh  or  a  little  Cucumber  in  the  Afternoon.  Fa¬ 
ther  Bouchet  and  I  have  often  had  no  more  in  the 
Evening,  (even  whep  it  was  not  a  Fall-day)  except 
a  Piece  of  thin  Cake$  bak’d  on  the  Coals,  and  half 
burnt. 

Befides  the  fad  Difquietudes  of  our  Minds,  on 
Account  of  the  Perfection  which  our  Brethren  fre¬ 
quently  fuffer,  I  may  add  the  dreadful  Solitude  of 
many  of  our  Millions  here,  which  commonly 
remove  us  far  from  all  our  Acquaintance  ;  we  not 
having  the  lead  Society  but  with  an  ignorant,  una¬ 
rm  able  People  ;  not  to  mention  our  being  forced  to 
comply  with  their  Forms  of  Ceremony,  which  are 
inexpreffibly  troublefome  and  ridiculous  in  every 
Refpedt  -,  our  being  depriv’d  for  Years  together  of 
all  Spiritual  Succour,  as  well  as  of  all  Correfpondence, 

by 
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by  Way  of  Letter,  this  being  rare,  and  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  be  carried  on,  for  fear  we  fhould  difcover 
ourfelves  to  be  Europeans ,  or  raife  fome  Sufpicion 
in  the  Natives,  were  they  to  know  that  we  have  any 
Concerns  with  the  Portugueze ,  and  other  Europeans 
of  the  Coaft  ;  and,  by  that  Means,  caufe  us  to  be 
perfecuted,  as  has  happen’d  more  than  once. 

Chirangam  is  an  Bland  form’d  by  the  River  Ca- 
Ueri ,  oppofite  to  the  City  of  Tricher apali^  Capital 
of  the  Kingdom.  ’Tis  one  of  the  moft  famous 
Places  in  all  India.  In  it  (lands  a  Temple  furrounded 
with  feven  Walls,  and  ’tis  conftder’d  as  the  moft 
holy  Temple  in  thefe  Parts,  whence  ’tis  no  Won¬ 
der  that  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Bland,  fhould  be 
the  moft  obftinate  and  fuperftitious  Idolaters  in 
all  the  Country.  ’Tis  but  a  few  Years  fince  the 
Chriftian  Religion  began  to  take  Root  in  this  Ifland, 
and  that Rather  Bouchet  built  a  little  Church  in  it.  The 
ChriftianS) who  are  about  fourfcore  in  all,  aftemble  at 
the  Church  in  queftion,  at  the  ringing  of  a  fmal 
Bell,  a  Circumftance  which  very  much  mortifies  the 
Priefts  of  the  neighbouring  Temple,  who  have  fre¬ 
quently  endeavour’d  to  burn  this  little  Edifice,  but 
Providence  has  not  yet  thought  proper  to  let  them 
put  their  wicked  Defign  in  Execution. 

About  a  Year  and  half  ago,  Father  Simon  Car - 
valho,  had  the  Grief  to  fee  a  fine  Church,  built  by 
him  a  little  before,  demolifh’d.  It  flood  between 
the  City  of  Tanjaour ,  and  a  famous  Idol-Temple* 
The  Priefts  who  fuper-intended  the  latter,  were  in¬ 
flam’d  with  Jealoufy  whilft  it  was  Building,  and 
therefore  refolved  to  demolifh  it,  for  which  Pur- 
pofe  they  had  Recourfe  to  the  following  Artifice, 
They  fpread  a  Report  among  the  common  People, 
that  the  Gods  of  their  Temple,  were  determin’d  to 
have  the  Church,  belonging  to  the  Bramins  of  the 
North  (for  fo  the  Jefuits  are  call’d)  deftroy’d  ;  o- 
therwife  that  they  would  forfake  their  Abode,and  for 
3  the 
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the  following  Reafon  :  44  Becaufe  that  whenever 
46  they  were  oblig’d  to  go  through  the  Air,  fron^ 
6C  this  Temple  to  the  City  of  ‘Tanjaour ,  they  found 
66  the  Church  belonging  to  thefe  Foreigners  in  the 
€4  Way  ;  and  that  as  it  was  impoflible  for  them  to 

pafs  over  it,  they  were  impell’d  by  an  invifible 
44  Fower,  to  fetch  a  great  Compafs  about,  which 
64  was  quite  inconvenient,  and  fatigued  them  very 
cc  much.59  Though  the  Complaint  of  thefe  ima¬ 
ginary  Deities  were  fo  very  grofs,  yet  it  affedled  the 
Idolaters  *,  upon  which  they  met  together,  and  re- 
folv’d  to  pull  down  the  Church  in  queftion,  they 
being  protected  by  a  Minifter  of  State  whom  they 
had  brib’d. 

Some  Time  after,  Father  Bouchet ,  who  was  in  . 
Trieherapati ,  fent  to  invite  me  to  go  and  fpend  fome 
Days  with  him.  A  few  Years  fmce,  ’twas  extreme¬ 
ly  difficult  for  the  Fathers  to  get  into  that  great 
City,  and  they  were  under  perpetual  Appréhen¬ 
dons  all  the  Time  they  continued  there  ;  but  ever 
fince  the  Prince  has  indulg’d  Father  Bouchet  his 
Protection,  as  was  before  obferv’d,  we  go  thi¬ 
ther  publicly  in  the  Day-time;  ever  fmce  which 
the  Guards  who  are  polled  at  the  Gates,  fo  far 
from  molefting  us,  falute  us  very  refpeâfully  :  I 
proceeded  forward  towards  Father  Bouche  ,  and 
by  that  Means  had  an  Opportunity  of  feeing  a 
great  Part  of  the  City,  which  appear’d  vaftly  po¬ 
pulous,  but  ill-built,  mod  of  the  Houfes  being  of 
Earth,  aud  cover’d  with  Straw.  ’Tis  not  but  there 
are  perfons  rich  enough,  to  raife  flrong  handfome 
Houfes  ;  but  either  Covetoufnefs,  or  the  fears  they, 
are  under  of  being  thought  rich,  will  not  permit 
them  to  build  theie  in  a  neater  or  more  commodi¬ 
ous  manner.  I  found  Father  Bouchet  in  perfect 
Health,  and  had  the  Confolation  to  find  a  great 
Number  of  zealous  and  fervent  Chrijlians  with 
him. 

At 
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At  one  of  the  Extremities  of  Tricherapali ,  Rands 
a  Church  which  Father  Bouchet  built  on  the  Ruins 
of  a  Pagod.  The  Spot  on  which  it  is  raifed,  had 
formerly  being  given  to  the  chief  Miffionaries  of 
Madura  %  buta  War  breaking  out,  as  frequently 
happens  in  thefe  Countries, the  Fathers  were  oblig’d 
to  leave  the  City,  and  fly  and  conceal  themfelves  in 
the  Woods.  During  their  Abfence,  an  Idolater 
feiz’d  upon  the  Ground,  and  built  a  fmall  Temple 
upon  it,  which  he  filled  with  Pagods  of  all  Sizes. 
3Tis  not  many  Years  fince  Father  Bouchet  was  re- 
llored  to  the  Pofieffion  of  that  Spot,  on  which  Oc- 
cafion  he  oblig’d  the  Prieft  of  the  Idols  to  quit  it. 
5Twas  a  Spe&acle  very  glorious  to  our  Religion, 
and  the  fame  Time  worthy  of  Compafiion,to  fee  the 
needlefs  Pains,which  the  poor  Idol-Pried  in  queftion 
took,  whilft  he  was  removing  his  Gods.  The 
Chriftians  were  urgent  with  him  to  quit  the  Place  % 
and,  to  make  the  greater  Difpatch,  they  themfelves 
took  the  Idols,  and  fet  them  upon  fthe  Ground  with 
no  great  Ceremony.  By  this  Means  feveral  were 
broke,  on  which  Occafion  he  himfelf  would  gather 
up  the  fcatter’d  Fragments  ;  weeping  at  the  fame 
Time  bitterly,  but  not  daring  to  complain,  fince  he 
only  was  forc’d ’out  of  a  Place  which  did  not  belong 
to,  and  had  been  ufurp’d  by  him  *.  The  Temple  was 
pull’d  down,  and  on  its  Ruins  a  Church  was  built, 

*  Some  PeiTons  would  fay,  what  Bufmefs  had  the  Jefuit  to 
leave  his  Native  Country,  and  fail  to  another  fo  many  thou- 
fand  Miles  diftânt  from  it,  there  to  diflurb  the  Natives  in  their 
Pofleffiôns  ?  ’Tis  whimfical  enough  to  hear  our  Traveller  defcri- 
bing  the  Anxiety  ot  this  Heathen-}? rieft,  whdit  he  was  carrying 
away  his  Idols  ;  and  his  Vexation  at  feeing  them  broke  to  Pieces  ; 
and  by  whom  ?  By  a  Sett  of  People  who*  were  going  to  put 
other  idols  in  their  Place,  The  Jefuit  was  no  lefsan  idolatrous 
Priete  than  the  Heathen  ;  and  therefore  his  Behaviour  on  this  Oc- 
cafion  was  altogether  barbarous  and  Anti-chriflian  ;  fo  far  was  this 
from  being  a  Spectacle  fo  very  glorious  to  the  Chrifian  Religion , 
as  he  is  pleated  to  term  it. 
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with  a  little  Houfe,  which  is  the  Refidence  of  the 
Miffionaries. 

I  am  going  to  Pondichéry ,  whence  I  hope  to 
have  the  Honour  of  writing  to  you,  and  am  in 
the  mean  Time, 

Tours,  &c. 

Peter  Martin. 

Father  Tachard,  Superior  of  the  Jefuit-Mif- 
fions,  in  India,  to  Count  de  Crecy. 

Pondichéry,  Feb .  4,  1703. 

My  Lord, 

I  SHALL  here  give  you  an  Account  of  the  firft 
Fruits  of  our  Million  in  Garnata.  After  the 
Ruin  of  that  in  Siam,  môft  of  the  Fathers  retir’d  to 
Pondichéry ,  on  the  Coaft  of  Cormandel,  whither  I 
went  to  them,  after  my  third  Voyage  into  France. 
Seeing  fo  great  a  Number  of  Idolaters  to  the  Weft 
and  North  of  us,  we  were  ftrongly  defirous  of  con¬ 
verting  them.  The  great  Progrefs  which  the  Por¬ 
tuguese  Fathers  had  made  Southward,  where  they 
had  brought  over  near  two  hundred  Thoufand  Souls 
to  Chriftianity ,  made  us  fuppofe  that,  if  the  fame 
Methods  were  employ’d  in  converting  the  Indians 
fituated  to  the  North  of  Pondichéry ,  we  fhould 
perhaps  obtain  the  like  Bleflings.  For  this  Rea¬ 
son  we  fettled  firft  in  Pondichéry  -,  but  the  Dutch 
having  drove  us  from  thence  *,  almoft  as  foon  as 

we 

TTlic  Po?  tu^ue  ze  were  the  firft  Europeans ,  who  made  Settle¬ 
ments  in  the  Ea/l-  Indies ,  and  their  firft  was  at  Cochin,  on  the 
Malabar  Coaft,  in  1  5O2  ;  but  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  did  not 
make  any  Attempts  to  traffic  in  India,  "till  about  the  Year  1600. 
Mr.  Mildenhal  was  the  firft  Englifh  man,  fent  by  our  Eaft-lndia 
Company  to  fettle  a  Trade  on  the  Continent  of  India  ;  he  car¬ 
rying  a  Letter  from  Queen  Elizabeth  to  the  Great  Mogul,  and 
arriving  in  Labor  in  1603.  This  Gentleman  was;  afterwards  in¬ 
troduced  to  the  Mogul  m  Agra, and  treated  with  the  higheft  Civi¬ 
lities  ; 
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we  had  begun  to  officiate  in  the  Church  built  by 
»  us  there,  all  our  Defigns  would  have  been  defeated, 

had 

lities  ;  fo  that  all  Things  Teemed  to  be  in  a  fair  way  for  the  pro 
moting  the  Affairs  of  the  Englifo:  NevertheleR  the  Portuguese 
Jefuits  afterwards  giving  that  Monarch  a  very  ill  Impreffion  of 
the  Englijb,  by  faying  that  they  were  a  Nation  of  Thieves,  and 
that  Mr.  Mildenhal  was  a  Spy,  his  Bufinefs  was  greatly  retard¬ 
ed,  efpecially  by  their  bribing  the  chief  Miniflers  :  Neverthelefs, 
he  at  lafl  was  fo  fuccefsful  as  to  obtain  leave  for  the  Engiijh  to 
trade  in  the  Mogul's  Dominions;  but  died  in  PerJIa  upon  his  Re¬ 
turn,  not  without  Sufpicion  of  being  poifoned  by  Tome  Priefls.  In. 
1608,  Capt.  Hawkins  arrived  in  S urat,  being  fent  by  our  Eajl- 
India  Company,  and  in  Quality  of  the  King  of  England's  £m- 
badador.  The  Captain  landed  at  Surat ,  and  was  treated  with 
great  Civilities  by  the  Governor,  whom  he  acquainted  with  his 
Defign  of  fettling  a  Factory  in  that  Place,  and  difpodng  of  the 
Cargo  brought  in  his  Ship.  The  Merchants  in  Surat  complain¬ 
ed  that  this  was  an  Xncroachment  on  their  Trade,  neverthelefs 
Captain  \ Hawkins  was  permitted  to  fhip  the  Goods,  which 
being  done  in  two  Barks,  tbefe  were  taken,  together  with  the 
Englijhmen  on  Board  them,  by  a  Portuguese  Frigate  lying  in  the 
Road  ;  the  Prifoners  being  fent  to  Goa .  Captain  Hawkins  after¬ 
wards  quarrell’d  with  the  Portuguese  Officers  about  this  Seizure, 
but  to  little  Purpofe,  the  chief  Officer  (for  the  Mogul)  of  the  Cu- 
Horns,  conniving  with  the  Portuguese  againd  him.  Neverthe¬ 
lefs  he  differ’d  him  to  fet  out  for  Agra,  (the  Metropolis  of  the 
Mogul's  Dominions)  and  he  arrived  in  that  City  in  April  1609.  We 
are  told  that  the  Portuguese  made  feveral  Attempts  to  affaffi- 
nate  him  ;  had  prompted  fome  Rajas ,  vvhofe  Countries  lay  be¬ 
tween  Surat  and  Agra ,  to  cut  him  off  ;  and  that  even  the  Por¬ 
tuguese  Jefuits  had  bribed  his  Indian  Servants  to  poifon  him  on 
the  Road.  (What  excellent  Miffionaries  were  thefe  Jefuits!) 
Captain  Hawkins  was  very  much  careffed  by  the  Monarch  at 
fir  il,  though  his  Cudom-houfe  Officer  in  Surat  had  plunder’d 
him  of  the  rich  Prefents  he  intended  for  the  Great  Mogul ;  and 
his  (the  Captain’s)  Letter  was  difadvantageoufly  interpreted  by 
a  Jefuit.  Our  Englifoman  was  afterwards  in  fuch  Favour  at 
Court,  that  the  Portuguese  being  endam’d  with  Jealoufy,  brib’d 
the  chief  Miniflers  to  ruin  his  Defign,  and  at  lafl  effcéled  it  ; 
the  Grant  he  had  obtain’d  for  a  free  Trade,  being  revok’d,  and 
the  Captain  himfelf  difmifs’d  in  1611.  The  Portuguese,,  to 
fucceed  the  better  in  their  Artifice,  had  reprefented  the  Englijb-  as 
a  mean,  weak,  and  inconfiderable  Nation.  Captain  Hawkins 
went  on  board  Sir  Henry  Middleton ,  who  was  come  to  Surat  with 
three  Ships.  The  Portuguese  Admiral,  who  commanded  Twen¬ 
ty  Frigates  which  Jay  there,  to  prevent  his  trading  on  that  Coafl, 
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had  not  you,  my  Lord,  been  appointed  to  conclude 
a  general  Peace. 

.  w  Wheii 

treated  Sir  Henry  in  a  very  haughty  Manner,  pretending  to  op- 
poie  all  Ships  coming  into  thole  Seas*  which  had  not  a  Spanijh 
Pals  ;  but  Sir  Henry  behaving  like  an  Englijhman ,  and  threat- 
ni ng  the  Portuguese y  (who  at  that  Time  were  under  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  the  Spaniard j)  to  employ  Force,  the  EngUfb  were 
permitted  to  go  a  fhore,  and  Sir  Henry  difpofed  of  Part  of  his 
Efkcis  ;  however  he  could  not  obtain  leave  to  fettle  at  Surat . 
But  about  this  Time  another  Power  ilarted  up  alfo  to  oppofe  the 
EngUJh,  and  this  was  the  Dutch,  who  now  claim’d  the  Sove¬ 
reignty  of  the  Seas  which  furround  the  Continent  of  India,  See  I 
the  Dutch  who  were  fettled  in  Pa  lie  ate,  on  the  Coaft  of  Cor  man- 
del,  oppofmg  the  EngUJh  who  came  in  161 1,  to  fettle  a  Fa&ory 
5n  that  Country,  and  ordering .  them  to  leave  it.  At  lad,  in 
1612,  our  Eajl- India  Company  fent  two  Ships  to  Surat,  under 
the  Command  of  Captain  Beft,  who  fettled  a  Trade,  the  Arti¬ 
cles  of  which  were  eiiablifh’d  by  the  Mogul  himfelf;  about  the 
fame  Time  the  King  of  Bifnagar ,  granted  the  EngUJh  a  frea 
Trade  upon  the  Coal!  of  Cor  man  de  l,  they  fettling  a  Factory  in 
Pet  tip  sly  y  in  1613,  fpite  of  the  Opposition  of  the  Dutch.  In 
1614.,  the  Eajl-India  Company  prevail’d  upon  King  James  I. 
to  let  them  fend  a  folemn  Embaffy  to  the  Mogul,  in  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Name.  Sir  Thomas  Roe  landed  at  Surat  in  Sept.  1615* 
but  did  not  meet  with  very  good  Treatment,  owing,  as  is  fup- 
pofed,  to  his  not  being  fitted  out  in  a  Manner  fuitable  to  his 
Character,  a  circumfiance  necefiary  in  all  Countries,  efpecially 
in  India,  whofe  Princes  commonly  form  an  Idea  of  the  Great- 
nefs  of  a  Monarch  fiom  the  Figure  his  People  makes  and  the 
Nature  of  the  Piefents  fent.  No.twichftan.ding  this  ungracious 
Treatment,  Sir  Thomas  fet  out  towards  the  Moguls  Court,  but 
was  not  very  well  ufed  on  the  Road.  At  Brampour,  where  he 
was  very  ill  accommodated, and  for  that  Reafoo  lodg’d  under  his 
Tent, he  bad  Audience  of  Sultan  Bernois,  the  Mogul's  fécond  Son, 
who  gave  him  a  tolerable  Reception,  though  Sir  Thomas  had 
refufed  to  make  the  Obeifances  ,-e  uir’d  of  him.  Being  afterwards 
arriv’d  at  the  Moguls  Court,  our  Embaffador  was  permitted  to 
falute  the  Monarch  according  to  the  European  Fafhion.  The 
Mogul  was  feated,  after  the  manner  of  his  Country,  in  a  pretty 
high  Gallery,  and  the  EmbaiLdors,  great  Men,  &c.  beneath 
him  ;  fo  that  the  whole  rofe  gradually,  in  Form  of  an  Am¬ 
phitheatre.  Sir  Thomas  was  gracioufiy  receiv’d  by  the  Monarch, 
who  admir’d  very  much  his  Co-mm ifiion,  and  the  Prefen ts  fent 
him  ;  the  Embaffador  having  been  fick,  the  Mogul  offer’d  him 
his  Phyficiâns.  In  his  fécond  Audience,  the  Mogul  enquir’d  the 
Motive  of  his  coming  ;  Sir  Thomas  complain’d  that  the  Ejiglifh 
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When  I  arrived  at  Pondichéry  in  my  fifth  Voy¬ 
age,  I  found  Father  Mauduit  there,  who  had  effo- 
blifhed  a  new  Miffion  in  that  Country.  I  prevail’d 
With  Father  Bouchet  to  come  into  our  new  Miffion 
of  Carnata ,  he  bringing  with  him  another  French 
Miffionary,  Father  de  la  Fontaine  ;  fo  that  in  1702, 
there  were  three  Miffionaries  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Carnata .  Father  Bouchet  was  appointed  Superior 
of  the  new  Miffion  ;  and  he  fent  Father  de  la  Fon¬ 
taine  to  Ponganoor ,  whofe  Inhabitants  fpeak  the  Pa- 
lang  Language,  which  differs  as  much  from  that  of 
Malabar ,  as  the  Spanijh  from  the  French . 

The  Miffionaries  who  were  fettled  in  Caroovepon - 
di9  had  refolv’d,  at  their  Entrance  into  that  Miffion, 
to  affume  the  Habit,  and  lead  the  Life  of  the  Sa¬ 
ntas  Bramins ,  or  religious  Penitents.  This  was  put-* 
ting  themlelves  under  very  difficult  Engagement  -,  for 
nothing  but  apoftolical  Zeal  and  Charity,  can  ena^ 
ble  a  Man  to  fubmit  to  its  Rigours  and  Aufterities. 
A  Sanias  Bramin ,  befides  his  Abftinence  from  all 
Things  that  have  had  Life,  as  Flefh,  Fifh, 
muff  comply  with  feveral  very  troublefome  Cu horns  ; 
He  muff  wafh  every  Morning  during  all  Seafons  of 
the  Year,  in  a  public  Pond  ;  and  repeat  this  before 
he  eats,  which  he  is  allow’d  to  do  but  once  a  Day. 
He  muff  procure  a  Bramin  for  his  Cook  ;  for  he 
would  become  odious  and  unworthy  of  his  Func* 

were  ill  treated  by  his  Subjects,  who  not  only  plunder'd  them  of 
their  Goods,  but  fometimes  imprifpn’d  their  Perlons,  whereupon 
the  Monarch  gave  Order  for  their  Releafe.  Neverchelefs,  he 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  conclude  a  formal  Treaty  of 
Peace  and  Alliance  with  the  King  of  England,  which  was  Op¬ 
pos'd  to  be  owing  to  the  want  of  proper  Prefents,  and  the  Bri¬ 
bery  of  the  Portuguese*  Sir  Thomas  Roe  feem’d  every  way  qua- 
lified  for  the  important  Bufinefs  he  was  come  upon,  and  behav’d 
with  fuch  a  Spirit  of  Bravery,  as  put  the  Mogul  himfelf,  and 
his  Miniftry  in  the  greateft  Confternation,  upon  his  complain¬ 
ing  to  him  of  the  ill  Treatment  he  met  with.  For  farther  Par¬ 
ticulars,  fee,  A  Colle  filon  of  Voyages  and  Travels,  printed  for 
f .  Churchill,  &c.  Vol». I.  p.  767.  London }  1704..  Fo/. 
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tion,  ftiould  he  eat  of  any  Food  drefied  by  Perfons 
of  an  inferior  Cafte.  Hence  therefore  Miflionaries 
are  oblig’d  to  lead  a  Life  of  the  deepeft  Solitude  ; 
a  Santas  not  being  allowed  to  go  from  his  Hermi¬ 
tage,  except  for  the  Service  of  his  JDifciples  or  o- 
thers.  I  omit  many  equally  grievous  Reftridtions, 
which  a  Santas- Miftionary  muft  obferve  inviolably, 
if  he  would  reap  any  Advantage  from  his  Labours, 
for  the  Salvation  of  the  poor  Indians . 

TCarcolan  was  a  considerable  City,  whilft  the 
Kings  of  Golconda  were  Mafters  of  it, which  they  were 
Thirty  Years  ago  ;  but  it  is  greatly  decay’d,  both 
with  Regard  to  Wealth,and  the  Number  of  the  In¬ 
habitants,  ever  fince  the  Moors  fcized  upon  it,  when 
they  conquered  Golconda .  The  Heathens  have  a  fabu¬ 
lous  Tradition,  that  it  was  anciently  fo  very  beautiful 
and  magnificent,  that  the  Gods  of  the  Country, 
when  they  defended  upon  Earth,  ufed  to  hold  their 
general  Aftemblies  there. 

The  Moors  after  their  Conqueft  of  it,  finding  that 
moft  of  the  Inhabitants,  dreading  the  Avarice  and 
Cruelty  of  their  Conquerors,  were  fled  away  ;  in- 
clofed  it  round, after  having  demoliftied  almofit  all  me 
magnificent  Pagods  which  the  Heathens  had  built 
there,  the  principal  One  excepted,  which  they 
turned  into  a  Fortrefs,  and  keep  a  fmall  Garrifon  in 
it.  The  Great  Mogul  has  fubdued  fo  many  Terri¬ 
tories,  and  taken  fo  great  a  Number  of  Cities,  that 
he  has  not  Subjects  enough  of  his  own  Religion, 
the  Mohammedan ,  to  fettle  in  them  for  which  Rea- 
ion  he  has  been  oblig’d  to  intruft  moft  of  tfie  Citiçs 
of  Jefs  Importance  to  Heathens  and  thefe  are  very 
faithful  to  him  A 

The 

'*  Golconda  is  a  Kingdom  or  Province  about  an  hundred 
Le  gues  long,  and  from  fifty  to  about  fxty-fix  broad.  The 
principal  Inland  Towns  are  Bagnagar ,  Golconda ,  Tenant,  and 
Gam  çi  Otesr  j  and  the  chief  maritime  Towns.  Mafulapatan^ 
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'  The  great  Mogul, to  reward  the  Services  of  his  Om~ 
fabs,ov  great  Men  of  the  Empire, beftows  on  them  a 
kind  of  Soveréignty  during  Life^over  particular  Pro¬ 
vinces,  upon  Condition  that  they  maintain  a  certain. 
Number  of  Cavalry  in  his  Army,  whenever  he  has 
Occafton  for  them.  How  powerf.il  foever  thefe 
Governors  may  be,  there  yet  are  ïnfpeétors  over 
them  called  Divans  *  whole  Employments  are  like* 
thofe  of  the  Intendants  in  the  Provinces  of  France . 
The  Bufinefs  of  thefe  Divans ,  who  are  indepen- 

where  both  the  Englifo  and  Dutch  have  a  Factory  ;  Madepollom, 
where  the  Enghjh  have  a  fmall  Factory  ;  JSaJpporey  where  the 
Dutch  have  one  j  Vizacapatan,  where  the  Engljh  have  one  5 
and  Eimlepatan ,  where  the  Dutch  have  &  Factory.  Bagno. gar , 
the  Metropolis  of  Golconda ,  was  one  of  the  fineil  and  largeft  Ci¬ 
ties  in  India,  when  Golconda  was  fubjebt  to  its  own  Prince.  The 
King’s  Palace  here  was  very  large  and  magnificent,  and  built  of 
Stone.  There  were  many  noble  Squares,  and  large  Tanks  or 
Refervoirs  of  Water  in  it:  The  Golcondans,  tho’  they  laid  out 
great  Sums  in  making  their  Tanks,  yet  their  Houfes  (choie  of 
the  Omrahs  excepted)  are  mokly  of  Thatch  and  Clay,  and  not 
above  nine  or  ten  Foot  high.  Thefe  Houfes  ferve  for  little  elfe 
but  to  deep  in,  no  Bufinefs  being  tranfatted  within  Doors. 
Golconda  was  a  fine  firong  Town,  but  exposed  to  Inundations, 
from  the  Neighbouring  River  and  Mountain.  The  King  had 
alfo  a  Palace  in  Thenar  a.  The  Kingdom  of  Golconda  abounds  in 
Corn,  Rice  and  Cattle,  Salt,  Iron  and  Steel.  The  Diamond' 
Mines  of  Gani  or  Coloor ,  where  the  greateil  Number  and  largeft 
Diamonds  in  the  World  are  found,  are  particularly  famous. 
’Tis  reported  that  another  Mine  was  difcovered,  in  a  Mountain 
two  Leagues  from  the  City  of  Golconda  ;  but  that  the  then  King 
of  the  Country  would  not  permit  it  to  be  work’d,  for  fear  of 
depreciating  the  Value  of  Diamonds,  or  inviting  the  Mogul  to 
feize  upon  tnat  Mine.  However,  rfu)  cn^  z^  be  tiea.  o  * 
menfe  Treafures  they  produced,  was  tempted  to  make  himklf 
Maker  of  them,  and,  for  that  Purpofe,  quarrelled  with  the 
King  of  Golconda ,  upon  Pretence  that  his  Subje&s  were 
Hereticks,  of  the  Se6l  of  Bali.  He  then  declared  War  againft 
him,  and,  in  1686,  took  the  King  of  Golconda  Pr ifo.net!,  and 
made  his  Dominions  a  Province  of  the  Mogul's  Empire.  The 
Inhabitants  trade  much  to  Arabia ,  and  all  Parts  of  India.  Moil 
of  the  Omrahs  are  Per  ft  ans.  The  Kingdoms  of  Golconda  and 
Vifiapoor  have  Mines  Sufficient  to  furnifh  the  whole  World  with 
Diamonds.  -Can  we  wonder  then  that  the  Jefuits  mould  be  lo 
lond  of  the  Millions  in  thefe  Parts  r 
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dant  on  the  Governors  or  Omrahs ,  is,  to  levy  the 
Emperor’s  Tributes,  and  check  the  Injuflice  which 
thefe  petty  Sovereigns  ufually  exercife  over  the  Peo^- 
ple.  The  Governor-general  of  Cangibooran ,  on 
which  the  City  of  I'arcolan  depends,  is  called  Da¬ 
vor  kan.  He  is  a  Perfon  who^  raifed  himfelf  merely 
by  his  Merit,  and  has  done  important  Services  to  the 
State, whence  the  great  Mogul  was  induced  to  bellow 
Tarcolan  upon  him,  in  the  Manner  defcribed  above. 
Dacorkan  has  appointed  five  particular  Governors, 
called  Cramani ,  over  this  great  City  ;  and  the 
Chief  of  thefe  Cramani ,  who  pofiefl  a  Topo,  or 
Wood  of  high  Trees,  near  tarcolan,  gave  it  to 
Father  Bouchet ,  who  there  built  a  fmall  Church 
and  Houfe,  in  which  he  has  refided  ever  fince  his 
being  fettled  in  the  Kingdom  of  Carnal  a. 

Soon  after  this  antient  Mifiionary  was  fettled  in  the 
j topo,  a  Report  prevailed  in  the  City  and  the  Neigh- 
hood  of  it,  that  a  famous  Penitent  was  fettled  near 
tarcolan.  The  Cramani ,  his  Benefadlor,  was  the 
fir  il  who  vifited  him  in  his  little  Hermitage.  Fa¬ 
ther  Bouchet ,  being  perfedlly  well  acquainted  with 
the  Language  and  Culloms  of  the  Country,  re¬ 
ceived  him  with  fo  much  Affability  and  Kindnefs, 
that  the  Cramani  was  charmed  not  only  with  the 
mortified  Life  of  the  Sanias  Bramin ,  and  his  Refu- 
fal  to  accept  of  P relents  from  any  Perfon  whatfoe- 
ver  ;  but  likewife  with  his  polite  Behaviour,  and 
the  Sandlity  of  his  Difcourlè.  Thole  who  know 
how  curious  the  Indians  are  naturally,  will  eafily 
believe  what  the  Miffionary  writes  to  me,  con¬ 
cerning  the  Numbers  of  People  who  flock  conti¬ 
nually  to  his  Hermitage.  He  affures  me,  that  he 
has  fcarce  Time  to  fay  his  Breviary,  to  offer  up 
his  Prayers,  or  eat  his  daily  (lender  Repaff.  Thefe 
frequent  Vifits  were  often  interrupted  by  the  Jea- 
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loufy  of  the  Bramins  and  the  Joguis  *,  who  caufed 
their  Emiflaries  to  fpread  a  Report,  that  the  Sanias 
of  the  Jopo  was  of  the  abominable  Cafte  of  the 
Pranguis  who  inhabit  the  Coafts  of  India  ;  that  he 
drank  Wine  in  fecret,  eat  Meat  with  his  Difciples, 
and  committed  Crimes  of  every  Kind.  Thefe  Ca¬ 
lumnies,  joined  to  the  Colour  of  the  Santas ,  which 
made  the  Indians  very  juftly  fufped:  his  being  an 
European ,  prevented  many  of  them  from  coming 
in  order  to  be  inftrudted  by  him  ;  but  the  Cramant , 
his  Benefador,  having  himfelf  been  an  Eye-witnefè, 
during  four  or  five  Months,  to  the  penitent  Life  he 
led,  and  the  Strictnefs  with  which  he  obferved  the 
moft  fevere  Practices  of  his  Profdlion,  at  iaft  turn’d 
Ghriftian. 

But  thefe  Reports,  fo  difadvantageous  to  our  Re¬ 
ligion,  were  foon  fupprefted  entirely,  upon  the 
P^oman  Sanias* s  receiving  two  or  three  Vifits  of 
Importance  in  his  Solitude.  The  firft,  which  con¬ 
tributed  greatly  to  deftroy  the  Calumny  of  the  Bra¬ 
mins ,  was  that  of  a  famous.  Bramin ,  Intendant  of 
Eaoorkan .  There  are  various  Degrees  of  Nobility 
among  the  Bramins ,  as  in  Europe  among  the  Gen- 

*  Thefe  are  Indian  Penitents  or  Afceticks.  They  lead  a  Life 
of  Celibacy,  difclaim  all  Property,  fubfiifon  Alms,  and  practice 
great  Aufterities.  They  travel  over  all  India  in  the  Habit  of 
Pilgrims,  and  preach  as  they  go  along,  being  fent  forth  by  a 
Joguis  their  Chief.  When  they  have  led  a  Life  of  Continence 
during  a  certain  d  ime,  they  confider  themfelves  as  unable  to 
commit  Sin  ;  imagine  that  nothing  is  forbidden,  and  thereupon 
knmerfe  themfelves  in  the  mod  horrid  Debaucheries.  ’Tis  related 
that  their  Chief  or  General  is  changed  annually, in  their  public  Af- 
fembly.  When  they  travel,  they  go  almofl:  naked.  Tj*ey  pre¬ 
tend  to  pafs  feveral  Days  and  Nights  together  without  eating  or 
drinking.  They  are  thought  to  be  of  the  Sect  of  the  antient 
Gymnofopbifts .  They  are  a  Kind  of  Penitents,  whole  chief  Em¬ 
ployment  is  to  go  in  Pilgrimage,  to  fuch  Places  as  are  had  in  the 
highelt  Veneration  by  the  common  People  among  the  Indians .... 
Poifibly  fonie  of  the  Features  above  may  be  aggravated,  as  they 
are  drawn  by  the  Jefuits,  who  frequently  endeavour  to  paint 
fuch  Heathens  in  the  blacked  Colours. 
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tlemen  *.  This  Intendant-general  was  a  'Tatoovaâi i 
that  is,  a  Man  of  the  higheft  Nobility  or  firft  Rank. 
He  paid  great  Civilities  to  the  Miffionary  ;  and  af¬ 
ter  a  Jong  Difcourfe,  acknowledged  that  there  is 
but  one  Sovereign  Being  who  merits  our  Adora¬ 
tion.  The  fécond  Vifit  was  of  ftill  greater  Ad¬ 
vantage  to  our  holy  Religion.  Daoorkan ,  Go¬ 
vernor-general  of  the  Kingdom  of  Carnal  a ,  as  was 
obferved  before,  has  adopred  a  Rajapute  named  Seky 
and  appointed  him  his  Lieutenant-general.  The 
latter  having  been  ordered  by  his  adopted  Father 
to  go  to  Veloor ,  the  laft  Strong-hold  of  the  Mar aft s, 
which  had  been  befieged  feveral  Months  by  the 
Moors ,  and  was  upon  the  Point  of  furrendring  (as 
it  did  two  Months  after)  went  to  Tarcolan ,  and  vi^ 
fi ted  the  holy  Penitent.  As  the  Vifits  of  the  great 
Men  of  this  Empire  are  never  performed  but  with 
the  utmoft  Pomp  and  Ceremony,  Sek  came  to  the 
Hermitage,  with  a  very  considerable  Body  of  Horfe 
and  Foot,  Drums  and  Kettle-Drums  founding  all  the 
Way.  The  Nobleman  behaved  with  the  utmoft: 
Refpedl  towards  the  Santas  -,  offered  him  Lands, 
and  allured  him  of  his  Protection  ;  and  then,  after 
recommending  himfelf  to  the  Father’s  Prayers,  he 
got  on  Horfeback  and  continued  his  Journey. 

Ever  fince  that  Time,  the  Heathens  have  difeon- 
tinued  to  accufe  the  Father  of  being  an  European  ;  ' 
and  bifeovered  the  higheh  Efteem  for  his  Perfon, 
after  they  faw  the  great  Honours  which  their  Con¬ 
querors  bellowed  on  him.  The  particular  Gover¬ 
nor  of  Earcolan  came  afterwards  ;  and  all  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  City  followed  his  Example,  fo  that 

*  This  is  meant  particularly  of  thofe  of  France ,  a  Gentleman 
being  there  defin’d,  a  Man  of  noble  Extraction,  who  does  no! 
owe  his  Nobility  either  to  his  Poll,  or  to  Letters  Patents  granted 
him  by  the  King.  In  Fnglaiid ,  the  Word  Gentleman  gives 
often  a  vague  Idea  ;  and  therefore  it  were  to  be  wifihed,  thas 
fouie  judicious  Pen  would  fix  ahe  Standard  of  it. 
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the  Law  of  God  appears  no  longer  there  with  Ig¬ 
nominy. 

Father  Mauduit  applies  himfelf  to  the  Grandan% 
which  is  the  learned  Language  of  the  Country.  A 
Jefuit,  to  make  his  Miniftry  Hill  more  ufeful  to 
the  Indians ,  muft  underftand  their  Books  writ  in 
that  Language  ,  and  appear  learned  in  the  Sciences 
profefied  by  their  Do&ors.  The  Bramins ,  who  fet 
themfelves  up  as  the  only  learned  Men  in  this  Coun¬ 
try,  won’t  permit  fuch  Authors  as  treat  of  them  to 
be  tranflated  5  and  are  prod igiouily  jealous  of  them, 
from  a  Perfuafion  that  Learning  is  the  true  Charac- 
teriftic  of  Nobility. 

Father  de  la  Fontaine  was  extremely  fortunate  in 
the  very  Opening  of  his  Million,  he  having  gained 
the  Protection  of  the  Prince  of  Ponganoor ,  where 
he  is  fettled,  and  of  the  Princefs  his  Grandmother, 
who  governs  the  Kingdom  during  his  Minority. 
That  Father  has  already  baptized  a  great  many 
firamins. 

I  am?  with  all  imaginable  RefpeEl^ 

My  Lord>  &c* 
Guy  Tacharo. 


çThe  End  of  Vol.  Ï. 


ERRATA  in  the  First  Vo lum-e. 

PAge  2.  Line  1 6.  for  Mahommed  read  Mohammed,  and  in 
every  other  Place  where  this  Error  is  committed,  p.  i  3  1.  I. 
/.  great  Averfion,  r.  a  great  Averfion.*  Ibid.  (Notes)  1.  3. 
f.  Mirkand,  r.  Mirkond.  p.  3 7.  1.  21.  /.  Here  Walks 
are  feen  open,  r.  Here  open  Walks  are  feen.  p.  ï  15.  laji 
Line  of  the  Notes,  f.  too  partial  with  regard  bo  the  Dutch, 
r.  too  partial  againft  the  Dutch .  p.  181.  h  5.  (Notes)  f  Bre- 
devent,  r*  Brevedent.  p.  182.  1.  23.  /.  Ethiopa,  r.  Ethio¬ 
pia.  p.  209/  I.  6.  f.  Barangea,  r.  Baràngoa.  p.  224.  1.  25 ./• 
Nerofea,  and  the  other  on  the  of  the  Kingdom,  r.  Nerea,  and  the 
other  on  thole  of  the  Kingdom,  p.  244.  1.  12.  (Notes)  f.  thinks, 
r.  think,  p.  264.  1.  (Notes)  f  Phyficians,  r.  Phyfician’s.  p.  266. 
1.  6.  /.  Meffoua,  r.  Meffua.  p.  272.  1.  3.  and  4.  (Notes)  dele 
profefs’d.  p.  284.  1.  36.  f.  to  John ,  r.  John  to.  p.  292. 
1.  31.  dele  former,  p.  294/35.  f.  Text,  r.  Tent.  p.  343.  1. 
37.  f,  curiofoque,  r.  curiofofque.  p.  378.  1.  18.  (Notes)  f.  Zd9 
genblag,  r.  Zeigenbalg.  p.  379.  1.  4.  f.  off,  r.  to.  p.  447. 
dele  the  laft  Line  of  the  Notes,  p.  464.  1.  13.  (Notes)  /.  wiflis 
T»  I  wifh. 
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